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NOTE. 

The  following  minute,  duly  authenticated,  having  been  received  by 
the  person  who  superintended  the  printing  of  this  pamphlet,  while 
the  sheets  were  passing  through  the  press  (too  late  to  consult  the 
Publiflhing  Committee),  he  deems  it  proper,  for  the  information  of 
those  whom  it  concerns,  to  insert  it  here : — 

Our  friend,  Joseph  A.  Duqdale,  being  present  with  ns,  the  truthful  and  lu- 
minous Exposition  of  Sentiments  put  forth  by  the  Pennsylvania  Yearly  Meet- 
ing of  Progressive  Friends,  recently  held  at  "  Old  Kennett,"  Chester  County, 
was  presented  and  read.  The  magnitude  and  importance  of  the  principles 
embraced,  and  their  appositeness  to  the  present  wants  of  human  society, 
were  deeply  felt ;  and  this  meeting  earnestly  recommends  to  its  members  their 
co-operation  in  the  circulation  of  the  document. 

Signed  by  direction  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  Congregational  Friends,  held 
in  Waterloo,  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  from  the  6th  to  the  7th  of  the  Sixth  month, 
inclusive,  1853. 

THOMAS  mh:lintock,  )  ^i^j.^ 

RHODA  D«  GARMO,        > 
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MINUTES. 

In  conformity  with  the  following  Call,  a  large  number  of  persons  as- 
sembled in  Old  Kennett  (Friends')  Meeting-house,  Chester  County,  Pa^ 
on  the  2 2d  of  the  Fifth  month,  1853.  The  house  was  full  in  every  part, 
many  stood  in  the  doors  and  passages,  and  a  considerable  number  went 
away  because  they  could  not  find  room  within  the  walls. 

Call  for  a  General  Religious  Conference^  with  a  view  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Yearly  Meeting  in  Pennsylvania, 

The  Tarious  religions  denominations  in  the  land  are  arrayed  against  the 
progressive  spirit  of  the  age,  and  by  their  very  structure,  assumptions  and 
regulations,  cannot  occupy  a  co-operative  position,  because  they  impose 
fetters  upon  freedom  of  speech  and  of  conscience,  by  requiring  a  slavish 
conformity  in  matters  of  abstract  faith  and  sectarian  discipline.  This  has 
led  and  is  leading  to  extensive  secessions  from  such  organizations  in  all 
parts  of  the  country,  leaving  the  seceders  generally  in  a  scattered  and  iflo- 
lated  condition,  whose  talents,  influence  and  means  might  be  profitably 
concentrated  for  the  advancement  of  the  world-embracing  cause  of  Human 
Brotherhood,  and  who  are  yearning  for  some  form  of  association  at  once 
simple,  free  and  attractive. 

The  abuse  of  a  good  thing  is  not  a  reason  for  its  utter  rejection ;  and 
organization,  in  itself  considered,  is  not  only  proper,  but  may  be  rendered 
powerfully  efScacious  as  an  instrument  in  the  hand  of  Reform,  without  im- 
p^ring  the  liberty,  detracting  from  the  independence,  or  limiting  the  con- 
science of  any  individual ;  though  from  the  nature  of  things  its  perpetu- 
ation is  not  to  be  expected  or  desired,  but  it  is  at  all  times  to  be  regarded  as 
a  means  to  an  end,  and  to  be  discarded  whenever  it  becomes  an  impedi- 
ment to  the  progress  of  truth. 

The  Society  of  Friends  has  been  a  theatre  of  agitation  for  years, 
growing  out  of  ecclesiastical  domination  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  de- 
mand for  practical  righteousness  on  the  other;  a  domination  entirely 
at  variance  with  the  spirit  of  primitive  Quakerism,  seeking  to  sup- 
press free  thought  and  to  exclude  from  member^ip  those  whose 
lives  are  without  blemish,  whose  example  in  word  an^  deed  is  as  a 
burning  and  shining  light,  and  who  are  seeking  to  know  and  do  the 
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will  of  God  at  whatever  sacrifice ;  a  domination  which  has  been  deemed  so 
intolerable,  that  in  the  States  of  New-  Yorlc^  Ohio  and  Michigan^  Yearly 
Meetings  have  been  formed,  two  of  which  have  taken  the  name  of  Con- 
gregational Friends,  and  two  others  that  of  Progressive  Friends,  and 
which  invite  to  membership  "  all  those  who  look  to  God  as  a  Universal 
Father,  and  who  regard  as  one  Brotherhood  the  whole  family  of  man." 

In  view  of  facts  like  thase,  and  believing  there  is  an  extensive  prepara- 
tion of  mind  for  such  a  movement,  we  cordially  invite  not  only  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Society  of  Friends,  bat  a]l  those  who  feel  the  want  of  social  and 
religious  co-operation,  and  believe  that  a  Society  may  be  formed,  recog- 
nizing the  Progressive  Element  which  will  divorce  Rehgion  from  Technical 
Theology^  to  meet  with  us  in  General  Conference  at  Friends'  Meeting 
House,  at  Old  Kennett,  in  Chester  County,  Pennsylvania,  on  First  day,  the 
22d  of  Fifth  month,  1858,  to  deliberate  upon  such  plan  of  organization  as 
may  commend  itself  to  the  judgment  of  those  assembled,  and  to  take  action 
upon  such  other  subjects  pertaining  to  Human  Duty  and  Welfare,  as  may 
appear  to  demand  the  attention  of  the  assembly. 


Amos  Preston, 
Jonathan  Lamborn, 
M08B8  Pbnnook, 
Mary  J.  Pennock, 
Benjamin  Pyle, 
Esther  Hayes, 
Castner  Hanway, 
Sumner  Stebbins, 
Hannah  Cox, 
Jesse  Pennook, 
Hannah  M.  Darlington, 
Oliver  Johnson, 
James  Meredith, 
Sarah  B.  Dxjgdale, 
WiLUAM  Barnard, 
Joseph  A.  Dugdale, 
Ruth  Dugdale, 
EusEBius  Barnard, 
Isaac  Meredith, 
Thamazin  Meredith, 

ISAAO  MeNDBNHALL, 

Dinah  Mendbnhall, 
Vincent  Barnard, 
Benjamin  Kent, 
Thomas  Borton, 
Bbulah  Borton, 
Bartholomew  Fussell, 
Rebecca  Fussell, 
Ann  Ooates, 


James  Fulton, 

Ann  Fulton, 

Enoch  8.  Hannum, 

Enoch  L.  Taylor, 

Alice  Eliza  Hamblbton, 

James  Truman, 

Mary  A.  Truman, 

Simon  Barnard, 

Sarah  D.  Barnard, 

James  Painter, 

Esther  Moore, 

Ebenezer  James, 

Rebecca  Ii.  Fussell, 

Ephraim  "Wilson, 

George  Chapman, 

Richard  Janney, 

Cyrus  M.  Burleigh, 

Robert  Purvis, 

Harriet  Purvis, 

Elijah  F.  Pennypacker, 

Jacob  L.  Paxson, 

Barclay  Ivins, 

Fannie  Schofield, 

Mahlon  B.  Linton, 

Thomas  Garrett, 

Edward  "Webb, 

William  Webb, 

Rowland  Johnson, 

Henrietta  Walcott  Johnson. 


After  a  deeply  instructive  religious  opportunity,  in  which  opening  re- 
marks were  made  by  Joseph  A.  Duodalb,  vocal  prayer  offered  by 
Jonathan  Lamborn,  and  a  testimony  borne  in  fevor  of  practical  holiness 
by  Thomas  M'Clintock, 

WiLUAM  Barnard  briefly  stated  the  objects  of  the  meeting,  and 
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nominated  Joseph  A.  Duodals  to  act  as  one  of  the  Clerks,  pro  tern. 
Hannah  M.  Darlington  proposed  Sidney  Peircb  for  the  same  duty. 
Botii  propositions  were  accepted  by  the  Conference. 

Communications,  of  an  instructive  and  interesting  character,  were 
road  from  the  following  Associations  and  individuals,  viz. : 

The  Western  Quarterly  Meeting  held  at  Eennett  Square,  Pa* 

Salem  Quarterly  Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends,  Ohio. 

HoPBDALE  Association,  Massachusetts. 

Theodore  Parker,  Mass.  Cassius  M.  Clay,  of  Kentucky. 

John  G.  Forman,        *'  James  Bslange,  of  lUinois. 

Gerrtt  Smith,  of  New- York.  Daniel  Ricketson,  Mass. 

Samuel  J.  May,  "  Drayton  M.  Curtis,  of  Ohio. 

Edward  Hull,  "  Wm.  L.  Garrison,  Mass. 

Thomas  W.  Higoinson,  Mass. 

The  beautiful  trust  in  the  Truth,  which  these  communications  evinc^ 
is  cheering  to  us.  While  the  writers  may  differ  in  sentiment  from  us 
upon  speculative  theology,  we  are  gratified  in  recognizing  them  as  co- 
laborers  in  the  practical  works  of  love  and  charity.  We  welcome  their 
paper  messengers.  We  rejoice  that  we  are  in  circumstances  this  day  to 
receive,  read  and  consider  the  views  and  sentiments  of  those  from  whom 
many  of  us  have  heretofore  been  separated  by  the  superstitious  arrange- 
ments of  sectarian  order. 

The  meeting  took  a  recess  of  30  minutes. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION— FIRST  DAY. 

After  a  free  consideration  of  the  circumstances  under  which  the  Con- 
ference convened,  it  was  with  great  unanimity  agreed,  in  view  of  the 
reasons  set  forth  in  the  CaU,  to  organize  an  Association,  to  be  known  as 
The  Pennsylvania  Yearly  Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends. 
All  persons  were  invited  to  co-operate  with  us,  who  recognize  the  equal 
brotherhood  of  the  human  family,  without  regard  to  sex,  color  or  con- 
dition, and  who  acknowledge  the  duty  of  defining  and  illustrating 
their  feith  in  God,  not  by  assent  to  a  creed,  but  by  lives  of  purity,  and 
works  of  beneficence  and  charity  to  mankind.  It  being  understood  that 
the  body  thus  formed  is  to  exercise  no  ecclesiastical  or  disciplinary  au- 
thority, and  that  individuals  are  to  be  as  free  to  withdraw  from,  as  they 
are  to  affiliate  with  it 

On  the  adoption  of  the  forcing  minute,  a  deeply  interesting  discussion 
occurred,  which  was  participated  in  by  Luoretia  Mott,  Thomas  Curtis, 
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J.  A.  DuGDALE,  Sidney  Peiroe,  Thomas  Hambleton,  Wm.  Llotd, 
Ernestine  L.  Rose,  Thomas  Whitson,  Thomas  Garrett,  Chandler 
Darlington,  Ebenezer  James,  George  Prior,  John  Young,  Oliver 
Johnson,  B.  Fussell,  M.  D^  Jonathan  Lamborn,  Thomas  M*Cuntoo](, 
Eli  Hambleton,  Ephraim  Wilson,  B.  Rush  Plumly,  Simpson  Pres- 
ton, and  Sojourner  Truth. 

The  Society  being  oi^nized,  Joseph  A.  Dugdals  and  Sidney 
Peirce  were  appointed  Clerks  for  the  ensuing  year. 

J.  A.  Dugdale  expressed  a  desire  that  the  Yearly  Meeting  should 
issue  an  Address,  explanatory  of  the  principles  and  purposes  which  led 
to  its  formation ;  which  being  concurred  in,  the  following  persons  were 
chosen  a  Committee  to  prepare  such  a  document,  and  report  to  a  future 
session: — Oliver  Johnson,  Joseph  A.  Dugdale,  Thomas  Garrett, 
Sidney  Peirce,  Thomas  M'Clintook,  Benjamin  C.  Bacon,  Row- 
land Johnson,  H.  M.  Darlington,  Henrietta  W.  Johnson,  M.  D., 
WiLUAM  Barnard,  Thomas  Curtis,  Ellwood  Brown,  B.  Fussbll, 
James  Truman,  Alice  E.  Hambleton,  Ruth  Dugdale,  Esther  Hayes, 
Mary  Ann  Truman. 

Adjourned  till  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

SECOND  DAY. 

2Sd  of  the  Month. — ^The  meeting  resumed  its  deliberations  according 
to  adjournment. 

The  Xllth  and  Xlllth  chapters  of  L  Corinthians  were  read  by 
Ouver  Johnson. 

The  following  persons  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  prepare  letters 
to  the  Yearly  Meetings  of  Congregational  Friends,  in  New- York,  and 
Green  Plain,  Ohio ;  the  Yearly  Meetings  of  Progressive  Friends,  in  Ohio 
and  Michigan;  the  Hopedale  Association;  and  any  other  bodies  with 
which  they  may  incline  to  communicate,  and  submit  the  result  of  their  de- 
liberations to  a  future  session;  to  wit:  Thomas  M'Clintock,  Rowland 
Johnson,  Wm.  Barnard,  Esther  Hayes,  Auob  E.  Hambleton,  James 
Truman,  Simpson  Preston,  Jacob  Painter,  Hannah  Pbnnook,  Jaoob 
L.  Paxson,  J.  A.  Dugdale,  Ruth  Dugdale,  and  John  Cox. 

It  was  with  unanimity  agreed,  that  the  Cleiks  be  directed  to  commu- 
nicate by  letter  with  the  individuals  who  have  written  to  us,  and  transmit 
to  them  severally  a  copy  of  our  printed  proceedings,  with  our  grated 
acknowledgments  and  love. 

Took  a  recess  of  an  hour. 
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AFTERNOON  SESSION— SECOND  DAY. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Oliver  Johnson,  the  following  Committee  was 
appointed  to  present  to  this  meeting  an  article  setting  forth  the  views  of 
thk  organization  upon  the  subject  of  Woman,  her  position  in  the  world, 
her  present  false  relations  to  society,  and  her  rights  and  duties  as  an  equal 
member  of  the  great  hiunan  family,  to  wit:  H.  M.  Darlington,  Mart 
P.Wilson,  Samuel  Pennock,  Dinah  Mendenhall,  Mart  J.  Pennock, 
Mart  Ann  B.  Stebbins,  Oliver  Johnson,  Lizzie  Coates,  Eusebius 
Barnard,  Sarah  Miller,  Martha  Barnard,  Isaac  Meredith,  Hannah 
Brown,  Edward  Webb,  Grace  Anna  Lewis. 

This  body,  cherishing  a  longing  desire  for  the  prevalence  of  Temper- 
ance throughout  the  world,  intrust  the  following  Committee  to  pre- 
pare an  address  on  the  subject,  and  report  it  to  another  session,  to  wit: 
Sumner  Stebbins,  M.  D.,  Mart  H.  Darlington,  Ctrus  M.  Burleigh, 
Isaac  Mendenhall,  Benjamin  Ptle,  Levi  Preston,  Moses  Pennock, 
Mart  Wilson,  Ebenezer  James,  Allen  Agnew,  Benjamin  Kent, 
John  Agnew,  Caleb  Jackson,  Mart  Entrikin,  Robt.  Lamborn, 
Jacob  Huet,  Isaac  Martin,  Jacob  T.  Stern,  and  Rachel  Love. 

Rowland  Johnson  called  the  attention  of  the  meeting  to  the  con- 
sideration of  Slavery,  whereupon  the  following  Committee  was  appointed 
to  make  such  report  on  this  solemn  and  momentous  subject  as  they  may 
be  able :  Robert  Purvis,  Castnsr  Hanwat,  Anna  Mendenhall, 
Hannah  Cox,  Barclat  Ivins,  Simon  Barnard,  Thomas  Whitson, 
Rebecca  L.  Fussell,  Simmons  Coates,  Moses  Pennock,  Sojourner 
Truth,  Henrt  Brosius,  James  H.  Walker,  Puset  Cloud,  Newton 

H.  WiCKERSHAM,  IsAAC  JaCKSON,  PeTER  WiLSON,  RoWLAND  JoHNSON. 

Mart  Anne  W.  Johnson  having  called  the  attention  of  the  meet- 
ing to  the  many  evils  arising  from  the  use  of  Tobacco,  Ae  following  per- 
sons were  appointed  a  Committee  to  take  that  subject  into  consideration, 
and  report  to  a  future  session :  Mart  Anne  W.  Johnson,  William 
Webb,  Susanna  P.  Chambers,  Sidnet  D.  Pennock,  Lukens  Peirce, 
Vincent  Barnard,  Ltdia  E.  Cox,  Joanna  Pennock,  Susan  F. 
Peirce,  Susan  Wilson,  Priscilla  Barnard,  Rebecca  C.  Fussell,  and 
Chandler  Darlington. 

Adjourned  till  10  o^clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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THIRD  DAY. 

24th  of  the  Month, — ^The  meetang  convened  according  to  adjourn- 
ment 

The  meeting  being  impressed  with  the  awful  calamities  of  War,  the 
subject  was  intrusted  to  the  following  Committee,  who  are  desired,  if 
practicable,  to  report  thereon  before  the  close  of  the  meeting,  to  wit : 
James  Meredith,  Margaret  Prior,  Morton  Pennock,  Sarah  Pyle, 
Enoch  P.  Wickersham,  Bachel  Ann  Lamborn,  James  Taylor,  Tho- 
mas Entrikin,  Matilda  Smith,  Puny  Sexton,  John  Valentine, 
George  Prior,  Jesse  Pennock. 

The  subject  of  Capital  Punishment  being  brought  before  the  meet- 
ing, the  following  Committee  was  appointed  to  propose  a  memorial  t-o 
the  Legislature,  asking  for  the  abolition  of  the  death  penalty,  viz:  Wil- 
liam Pyle,  Sarah  Huey,  Jonathan  Lamborn,  Anna  Valentine, 
Elizabeth  Gause,  Sallib  S.  Preston,  Sallie  Dugdale,  Abby  Thayer, 
Sarah  Marsh,  Sarah  Entrikin,  Hannah  Wickersham,  Hannah 
Cloud,  Edwin  Chambers,  Levi  Preston,  Emeline  Coates. 

Sumner  Stebbins,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  to  whom  the  Tem- 
perance question  was  referred,  produced  a  Report  in  the  form  of  an  Ad- 
dress to  the  Public,  which  was  read  and  adopted. 

The  sum  of  $137  was  raised  by  voluntary  contributions  for  the  pur- 
pose of  defraying  the  cost  of  publication  of  the  proceedings  and  other 
incidental  expenses  attending  the  holding  of  this  meeting.  Isaac  Men- 
DENHALL  was  appointed  Treasurer  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Adjourned  for  one  hour. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION— THIRD   DAY. 

Sojourner  Truth,  an  emancipated  slave  mother,  after  uttering  a 
few  impressive  sentences,  expressed  herself  as  being  deeply  moved  to 
sing,  and  she  accordingly  sung  the  following  lines : 

'*  I  pity  the  slave  mother,  careworn  and  weary, 

Who  sighs  as  she  presses  her  babe  to  her  breast ; 
I  lament  her  sad  fate,  all  so  hopeless  and  dreary, 

I  lament  for  her  woes,  and  her  wrongs  unredressed. 
O  who  can  imagine  her  heart's  deep  emotion, 

As  she  thinks  of  her  children  about  to  be  sold ; 
You  may  picture  the  bounds  of  the  rock-girdled  ocean, 

But  the  grief  of  that  mother  can  never  be  told. 
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The  mildew  of  slavery  has  blighted  each  blossom, 

That  ever  has  bloomed  in  her  pathway  below ; 
It  has  froze  every  fountain  that  gushed  in  her  bosom, 

And  chilled  her  heart's  verdnre  with  pitiless  woe  : 
Her  parents,  her  kindred,  all  cmshed  by  oppression. 

Her  hnsband  still  doomed  in  his  desert  to  stay; 
No  arm  to  protect  from  the  tyrant's  aggression — 

She  must  weep  as  she  treads  on  her  desolate  way. 

0,  slave-mother,  hope!  see — ^the  nation  is  shaking  1 

The  arm  of  the  Lord  is  awake  to  thy  wrong  1 
The  slaveholder's  heart  now  with  terror  is  qaaking, 

Salvation  and  Mercy  to  Ileaven  belong ! 
Rejoice,  O  rejoice!  for  the  child  thou  art  rearing 

May  oue  day  lift  up  its  unmanacled  form, 
While  hope,  to  thy  heart,  like  the  rainbow  so  cheering. 

Is  bom,  like  the  rainbow,  'mid  tempest  and  storm." 

Vocal  supplication  was  then  offered  by  Josbph  A.  Duqdalb. 

At  this  stage  of  the  meeting  letters  were  received  from  Wiluam 
L.  Garbison  and  T.  W.  Hiooinson,  which  were  listened  to  with  mani- 
fest interest 

Hannah  M.  Darlington,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  appointed  on 
the  subject  of  Woman,  reported  an  Address,  which  was  discussed  at 
considerable  length,  and  unanimously  adopted. 

Mary  Anne  W.  Johnson,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  subject  of  Tobacco,  produced  a  Report  which  raised  an 
animated  discussion  that  continued  till  the  hour  of  adjournment 

Adjourned  till  10  o'clo<^  to-morrow  morning. 

FOURTH  DAY. 

25th  of  the  Month, — ^The  report  on  Tobacco,  referred  from  the 
minutes  of  yesterday,  being  taken  up  in  its  order,  was  further  discussed 
and  unanimously  adopted. 

The  Committee  upon  the  subject  of  War,  not  being  prepared  to  make 
a  full  report,  offered  the  following  form  of  petition,  which  was  sanctioned 
by  the  meeting,  and  directed  to  be  signed  by  the  Clerks,  and  forwardedi 
to  the  care  of  Charles  Sumner  for  presentation. 
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TO  THE  SENATE  AND  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE 
UNITED  STATES,  IN  CONGRESS  ASSEMBLED. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Yearly  Meeting  of  Progremte  Friends^  held  "by 
adjoummenUfrom  the  22<f  of  the  ^th  month,  to  the  25th  of  the  same^ 
inelueive,  1858. 

Being  assembled  in  oar  Yearly  Meeting,  and  impressed  with  the  awfol 
sinfolnees  of  War  and  its  demoralizing  tendencies  upon  the  human  race, 
we  are  impelled,  by  the  spirit  of  our  religion,  to  propose  to  you,  the 
legislators  of  our  beloved  country,  that  in  accordance  with  the  progress  of 
the  spirit  of  the  age,  an  arrangement  be  entered  into  to  settle  all  disputa- 
tions with  Foreign  Powers,  by  reference  to  an  Arbitration  of  Nations. 

We  also  earnestly  desire  the  abandonment  of  all  fortifications  and  pre- 
parations for  war,  the  abolition  of  the  army  and  navy,  and  of  all  military 
schools, over  which  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  jurisdiction. 

With  kind  and  respectful  consideration,  we  are  your  friends  and  the 
friends  of  the  human  race. 

Signed  by  direction  of  the  meeting, 

JOSEPH  A.  DUGDALE,(  ^,    , 
SIDNEY  PEIROE,  \  ^'^'^' 

Sallie  Preston,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  Capital  Punish- 
ment, produced  a  report  in  the  form  of  a  letter  to  the  Pennsylvania 
Legislature,  which  was  read  and  approved.  The  Clerks  were  directed 
to  sign  and  forward  it. 

Rowland  Johnson,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  the  subject  of 
Slavery,  made  a  report,  which  was  adopted. 

Adjourned  for  80  minutes. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION— FOURTH  DAY. 

The  following  persons  were  constituted  a  Committee  to  assist  the 
Clerks  in  revising  and  publishing  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting.  They 
were  authorized  to  call  on  the  Treasurer  for  expenses  incurred :  Ouver 
Johnson,  H.  M.  Darunoton,  Sallie  Chandler,  Caleb  S.  Jackson, 
Wm.  Barnard. 

Letters  were  produced  by  the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  ad- 
dressed to  the  Ohio  and  Michigan  Yearly  Meetings  of  Progressive 
Friends,  and  the  Congregational  Yearly  Meetings  in  New-York  and 
Oreen  Plain,  Ohio;  also  one  to  the  Association  at  Hopedale,  in  Mass. ; 
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which,  being  read,  were  approved  and  referred  to  the  revising  Com- 
mittee for  verbal  amendments,  and  directed  to  be  signed  by  the  Clerks 
and  forwarded. 

The  following  Committee  was  appointed  to  decide  upon  the  time 
and  place  of  holding  the  next  Yearly  Meeting,  and  make  the  necessary 
arrangements  for  the  same :  William  Barnard,  Joseph  A.  Dugdale, 
Thomas  Garrett,  Cyrus  M.  Burleigh,  Sidney  Peiroe,  Benjamin 
C.  Bacon,  B.  Fussell,  Rowland  Johnson,  Jonathan  Lamborn, 
Edith  Pennock,  Henrietta  W.  Johnson, 

Near  the  close  of  the  meeting,  vocal  prayer  of  thanksgiving  and 
praise  was  offered  by  Oliver  Johnson,  which  was  succeeded  by  a 
solemn  silence,  broken  only  by  expressions  of  congratulation  at  the 
satisfactory  issue  to  which  the  labors  of  the  meeting  had  been  finally 
brought 

Then,  as  all  seemed  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  the 
work  which  had  been  attempted,  and  being  about  to  give  each  other 
ihe  parting  hand,  the  farewell  utterances  of  Wiluam  Barnard,  Row- 
land Johnson,  Sojourner  Truth,  Thomas  Curtis,  Eusebius  Barnard, 
Jonathan  Lamborn,  Cyrus  M.  Burleigh,  and  Ernestine  L.  Rose, 
were  such  as  to  touch  and  fraternize  the  feehngs  of  all. 

Having  met  in  General  Religious  Conference,  and  organized  our 
Yearly  Meeting  on  the  basis  we  had  anticipated,  notwithstanding  the 
presence  of  persons  who  disregarded  the  courtesies  and  decorum  due  to 
a  Religious  Assembly,  thereby  testing  the  &ith  and  patience  of  those 
who  met  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  Call,  and  of 
the  minute  of  organization  subsequently  adopted,  yet,  in  bringing  our 
deliberations  to  a  conclusion,  we  gratefully  acknowledge  that  we  were 
eminently  united  on  all  the  purposes  upon  which  we  were  enabled  to 
commune. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  meeting  aforesaid, 

JOSEPH  A.  DUGDALE, )  ^   , , 
SIDNEY  PEIRCE,  f  ^^^^' 
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EXPOSITION  OF  SENTIMEKTS. 

ADOPTED   BT  THE    PENNSTLVANLA.   YEARLY   MEETINO    OF   PROGRESSIVE 

FRIENDS. 

To  the  Friends  of  Pure  and  Undefiled  Religiony  and  to  all  Seekers  after 
Truths  of  whatever  name  or  denomination,  the  Pennsylvania  Yearly 
Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends  sendeth  Greeting : 

Dear  Friends: — Having  been  led,  as  we  trust,  through  obedience 
to  the  revelations  of  truth,  to  form  a  Religious  Association  upon  princi- 
ples always  too  little  regarded  and  often  trampled  under  foot  by  pro- 
fessing Christians  and  popular  sects,  we  are  constrained  to  address  you 
in  explanation  of  our  leading  sentiments,  purposes,  plans,  and  hopes. 
I^  as  we  believe,  the  basis  of  our  organization,  and  the  arrangements 
we  propose  for  the  culture  of  man's  religious  powers,  are  in  harmony 
with  the  Divine  laws,  and  adapted  to  the  wants  of  human  nature  and 
the  demands  of  the  present  age,  it  is  certainly  incumbent  upon  us  to 
difiiise  the  knowledge  thereof  as  widely  as  possible;  and  it,  on  the 
other  hand,  "  the  light  that  is  in  us  be  darkness,''  it  ib  proper  that  we 
should  invoke  your  earnest  efforts  to  redeem  us  from  our  errors,  and 
turn  our  feet  into  the  highway  of  holiness  and  truth.  We,  therefore, 
ask  your  serious  and  unprejudiced  consideration  of  the  matters  presented 
in  this  Exposition,  so  that,  whether  you  shall  accept  or  reject  our  propo- 
sitions, your  conclusions  may  minister  to  your  own  peace  of  mind  and 
growth  in  the  love  and  practice  of  the  truth. 

In  our  efforts  to  apply  the  principles  of  Christianity  to  daily  life, 
and  to  social  customs  and  institutions  which  we  deemed  subversive  of 
individual  and  national  morality,  as  well  as  in  conflict  with  the  laws  of 
God,  we  encountered  the  hostility  of  the  popular  sects,  to  one  or  an- 
other of  which  most  of  us  belonged,  and  to  which  we  were  bound  by 
ties  that  grew  with  our  growth  and  strengthened  with  our  strength. 
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Ungliiig  with  the  chime  of  church  bells  and  with  the  tones  of  the 
preacher's  T<nce,  or  breaking  upon  the  stillness  of  our  religious  n^ssem- 
blies,  we  heard  the  clank  of  the  slave's  chain,  the  groans  of  the  wound- 
ed and  dying  on  the  field  of  bloody  strife,  the  noise  of  drunken  revelry, 
the  sad  cry  of  the  widow  and  the  fatherless,  and  the  wail  of  homeless, 
despairing  poverty,  driven 

"By  foul  Oppression's  ruffian  gluttony 
Forth  from  life's  plenteous  feast ; " 

and  when,  in  obedience  to  the  voice  of  God,  speaking  through  the 
holiest  sympathies  and  purest  impulses  of  our  Godlike  humanity,  we 
sought  to  arouse  our  countrymen  to  united  efforts  for  the  relief  of  human 
suffering,  the  removal  of  giant  wrongs,  the  suppression  of  foul  iniquities, 
we  found  the  Church,  in  spite  of  her  solemn  professions,  arrayed  against 
us,  blocking  up  the  path  of  reform  with  her  serried  ranks,  prostituting 
her  mighty  influence  to  the  support  of  wickedness  in  high  places, 
smiling  complacently  upon  the  haughty  oppressor,  "justifying  the 
wicked  for  a  reward,"  maligning  the  feithfiil  Abdiels  who  dared  to 
stand  up  for  the  truth  and  to  testify  against  popular  crimes — ^thus 
traitorously  upsetting  the  very  foundations  of  the  Religion  she  was 
sacredly  bound  to  support  and  exemplify,  and  doing  in  the  name  of 
Christ  deeds  at  which  humanity  shuddered,  obliterating  her  indignant 
blushes  only  with  the  tears  that  welled  up  from  the  deeps  of  her  great, 
loving  heart 

For  a  time,  though  not  without  deep  mortification  and  discourage- 
ment, we  bore  this  appalling  delinquency,  thinking  in  our  shortrsight- 
edness  that  it  was  mainly  the  result  of  a  temporary  mistake,  and  not  of 
an  incurable  leprosy  tainting  the  whole  body.  In  the  "  patience  of 
hope  "  we  toiled  on,  seeking  to  reform  alike  the  Church  and  the  world, 
and  deeming  it  certain  that  the  former  would  speedily  abandon  her 
fiilse  and  sinful  position,  and  "  come  up  to  the  help  of  the  Lord  "  against 
the  hosts  of  unrighteousness  and  oppression.  Our  hopes  in  this  respect 
were  doomed  to  a  sad  and  bitter  disappointment  The  leaders  of  the 
Church,  instead  of  retracing  the  frtlse  step  which  they  had  taken,  grew 
more  and  more  hostile  to  the  cause  of  Christian  Reform,  while  there  was 
not  found  in  the  body  enough  of  moral  principle  to  reject  their  counsels 
and  repudiate  their  impious  claims  to  a  Divine  warrant  for  their  crimi- 
nal apostacy.  Inflated  with  spiritual  pride,  and  claiming  to  be  the 
anointed  expounders  of  God's  will,  they  mocked  at  Philanthropy  as  no 
part  of  religion,  exalted  in  its  place  the  Dagon  of  man-made  Disciplines, 
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oiged  obedience  to  the  decisions  of  Yearly  Meetings  or  other  ecclesi- 
astical assemblies,  as  the  sum  of  human  obligation,  bade  us  stifle  the 
gushing  sympathies  which  link  us  to  our  kind,  and  passively  "  wait 
Gk>d's  time  ^  for  the  remoyal  of  the  evils  that  afflict  and  curse  our  race ; 
as  if  God  had  not  revealed  his  purpose  of  doing  this  work  by  human 
instrumentality — as  if  there  were  times  when  deeds  of  charity  and 
mercy  are  oflfensive  in  His  sight — as  if  the  cry  of  suffering  Humanity 
and  the  emotions  it  stirs  within  us  were  not  a  sufficient  revelation  of 
His  will,  and  we  were  bound  to  wait  in  listless  inactivity  for  some 
supernatural  or  miraculous  manifestation  of  His  authority  and  power ! 
Alas !  how  many  have  thus  waited,  until  at  last  the  spiritual  ear  has 
become  too  dull  and  heavy  to  vibrate  under  the  gentle  tones  of  the 
"still,  small  voice,"  and  the  heart  so  hard  and  cold,  that  it  has  ceased 
to  beat  at  the  cry  of  mortal  woe  !  Superstition  has  woven  around  their 
souls  her  impenetrable  veil,  excluding  the  warm  sunlight  of  God's  pre- 
sence, paralyzing  their  moral  energies,  and  leaving  their  holiest  sympa- 
thies to  stagnate  for  lack  of  use ;  thus  unfitting  them  for  the  work 
the  good  Father  sets  before  them  in  common  with  all  H^  children,  and 
defeating  the  great  end  and  purpose  of  their  earthly  life. 

When  we  refused  to  obey  the  mandate  of  our  ecclesiastical  rulers, 
choosing  to  hearken  to  the  voice  of  God  rather  than  unto  the  voice  of 
man,  we  found  our  worst  foes  in  our  own  religious  households ;  the  rod 
of  ecclesiastical  power  was  lifted  above  our  heads,  and  some  of  us  were 
made  to  understand  that  excommunication  was  the  price  to  be  paid  for 
the  exercise  of  that  liberty  which  Jesus  proclaimed  as  the  birthright  of 
his  disciples.  We  might  have  devoted  our  energies,  to  the  acquisition 
of  wealth,  and,  in  imitation  of  the  example  of  many  who  stood  high  in 
the  Church,  entered  into  close  relations  with  men  devoid  of  religious 
principle  in  the  pursuit  of  that  object,  and  no  voice  of  censure  or  re- 
proof would  have  been  lifted  against  us ;  but  when  we  associated  with 
noble  men  and  women,  not  of  our  sect,  for  the  purpose  of  abolishing 
davery,  war,  intemperance,  and  other  crying  abominations,  and  our 
seal  for  humanitj  made  us  indifferent  to  the  forma  of  the  Churchf 
though  more  than  ever  alive  to  the  great  principles  she  had  so  long 
professed  to  believe  and  revere,  we  were  treated  as  offendeis;  and  the 
strange  spectacle  was  witnessckl  of  bodies,  claiming  to  be  God's  repre- 
sentatives on  earth,  excluding  from  their  pale,  men  and  women  of  blame- 
less lives  for  loving  peace,  purity  and  freedom  so  devotedly,  as  to  be 
willing  to  co-operate  with  all  whose  hearts  prompted  them  to  labor  for 
the  promotion  of  those  heavenly  virtues.    Thus  were  the  great  and  en- 
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noUing  principles  of  our  c(»nmon  humanity  subordinated  to  aectarian 
ahibboleUiS)  and  that  Divine  cbuitj,  which  is  the  essenoe  of  the  Qodr 
hire,  and  the  sum  of  eveiy  yirtue  in  man,  narrowed  down  to  the  dimen- 
sions of  a  particular  creed,  or  smothered  wider  the  petty  limitations  of 
q)eculatiy6  theology. 

Driven  thus  to  choose  between  our  loyalty  to  sect  and  our  allegiance 
to  God,  and  feeling  still  Uie  need  of  some  outward  helps  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  religious  sentiment,  we  were  naturally  led  to  investigate 
the  whole  subject  of  religious  oiganization,  its  nature,  uses  and  sphere, 
and  the  source  and  extent  of  its  powers.  The  result  of  our  inquiries  is 
a  clear  conviction,  that  Churches,  however  high  their  pretensions  of  au- 
thority derived  from  God,  are  only  human  organizations,  and  the  repos- 
itories of  only  such  powers  as  may  have  been  rightfully  conferred  upon 
them  by  the  individuals  of  whom  they  are  composed,  or  derived  from 
the  laws  of  our  social  nature.  It  is  time  that  this  truth,  so  long  ob- 
scured by  the  sorcery  of  priestcraft,  were  clearly  understood  and  boldly 
proclaimed.  Too  long  have  the  common  people  been  deluded  with  the 
idea  that  the  Church  holds  a  mysterious  organic  relation  to  the  Infi- 
nite,— a  relation  distinct  from  that  existing  between  tiie  soul  and  its 
Creator,  and  conferring  special  powers  and  prerogatives.  Perhaps  no 
em>r  has  done  more  than  this  to  debase  and  enslave  the  mind  of  man, 
to  fetter  his  godlike  powers,  and  make  him  tiie  ready  instrument  of 
Niperstition  and  priestcraft.  It  is  tiie  most  vicious  element  of  Popery, 
from  which  our  Protestant  sects  are  not  yet  delivered.  Our  religion, 
which  shouki  make  us  free  and  self-reliant,  willing  to  bend  the  knee  only 
to  God,  as  he  stands  revealed  to  our  own  consciousness;  withered  by  die 
touch  of  this  superstition,  becomes,  in  the  hands  of  ambitious  and  designing 
men,  tiie  iostrument  of  our  d^rradation,  the  symbol  of  Httieness,  meanness, 
bigotry  and  hypocrisy.  The  Romish  Church  sets  up  for  herself  a  claim  of 
absolute  infrdlibility,  and  the  various  Protestant  sects,  professing  to  deride 
her  pretensions,  yet  tax  our  credulity  scarcely  less.  From  the  Episcopal 
Church,  with  her  imposing  ritual  and  elaborate  ceremom'als,down  to  mod- 
em Quakerism,  vrith  its  professed  abjuration  of  all  forms,  its  rustic  garb 
and  look  of  ''meek  simplicity,"  all  seem  deluded  with  the  idea  that  the 
Church,  being  made  after  a  Divine  pattern,  is  supematurally  preserved 
from  error.  Even  the  Quaker  regards  the  decision  of  his  Yearly  Meeting 
with  a  superstitious  reverence  scarcely  inferior  to  that  which  the  Catho- 
lic awards  to  the  decrees  of  the  Pope  and  the  Cardinals.  Do  his  rea- 
son and  common  sense  suggest  that  the  Yearly  Meeting  has  decided 
^roneously  or  unjustiy,  he  banishes  the  thought  as  littie  less  than  im- 
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pious,  becomes  silent  if  not  acquiescent,  and  mayhap  lays  his  reason 
and  common  sense  a  sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  the  Church.  Poor  man  1 
let  him  be  once  fiurly  convinced  that  ecclesiastical  bodies,  however  sa 
cred  their  professions,  however  worthy  of  esteem  within  their  l^ti^ 
mate  sphere,  are  yet  only  human,  and  without  authority  to  bind  the 
conscience  even  of  the  humblest  of  Ood's  children,  and  he  will  no  longer 
dare  to  offer  such  a  sacrifice,  to  dishonor  his  Creator  by  debasing  his 
own  exalted  powers. 

It  would  be  easy  to  show  that  this  cl^m  of  supernatural  power,  on 
the  part  of  the  organized  Church,  is  at  war  with  the  whole  genius  and 
spirit  of  Christianity  as  exhibited  in  the  life  and  teachings  of  Jesus,  and 
without  warrant  in  the  writings  of  the  Apostles  and  primitive  Christians, 
as  well  as  subversive  of  individual  rights  and  responsibilities.  Jesus 
nowhere  indicated  an  intention  to  organize  a  Church  clothed  with  such 
power.  Indeed,  it  does  not  appear  from  his  recorded  words  that  he 
even  contemplated  any  organization  whatever  of  those  who  should  em- 
brace his  doctrines.  He  specified  no  such  work  as  incumbent  upon 
those  whom  he  sent  forth  as  witnesses  of  the  truth,  but  left  them  to 
adopt  such  instrumentalities  as  might  seem  to  them  adapted  to  promote 
the  object  of  their  mission.  The  Apostles  did  indeed  organize  Churches, 
but  they  did  not  pretend  that  they  were  framed  after  a  Divinely  pre- 
scribed pattern,  still  less  that  they  were  clothed  with  a  supernatural 
power.  "  It  was  not,"  says  a  learned  writer,*  "  until  the  number  of  personal 
followers  of  Jesus  increased  by  thousands,  and  theneedof  some  organization 
began  to  be  felt,  that  any  thing  like  the  institution  of  a  distinct  and  perma- 
nent religious  society  appears  to  have  been  definitely  contemplated.  And 
then  nothing  more  was  done,  than  was  necessary  to  that  present  exigency. 
Thus  the  whole  institution  of  the  Church  at  Jerusalem  grew  up  by 
degrees,  as  one  step  after  another  was  called  for  by  a  succession  qfcir- 
cumstances  altogether  peculiar,"  A  religious  periodical  of  high  authority 
in  matters  of  ecclesiastical  history,  f  testified,  some  years  since,  as  fol- 
lows :  ^  Men  have  clung  as  with  a  dying  grasp  to  a*  few  shreds  of  an- 
cient tradition,  and  deemed  it  sacrilege  to  meddle  with  these  consecrated 
relics.  They  have  attached  a  peculiar  sacredness  to  their  own  constitu- 
tions, councils,  ordinances,  creeds  and  decisions,  as  if  they  rested  on 
Divine  right  and  apostolic  authority. . .  .The  beautiful  theories  of  Church 
government,  devised  with  so  much  care  and  put  together  with  so  much 
skill  and  art,  have,  we  are  sure,  no  manner  of  resemblance  to  the 

*  Leonard  Bacon,  in  his  "Manual  for  Young  Church  Manbers." 
t  The  ChriaHan  Spectator,  Sept,  1888. 
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Chmches  mentioned  in  the  Acts  and  Epistles.  The  primitiye  Chiis- 
tians,  could  they  come  among  us,  would  be  not  a  little  surprised  to  hear 
their  assemblies,  gathered  hy  stealth  for  worship,  with  or  without  par- 
ticular standing  officers,  referred  to  as  the  models  after  which  the  super- 
structure of  denominational  Churches  is  supposed  to  be  fashioned. 
They  were  simple-hearted  men  and  women,  exposed  to  continual  perse- 
cution, and  bound  together  in  Christian  love ;  forming  and  modifying 
their  regulations  exactly  as  wa^  needed  ;  never  once  dreaming  that  they 
or  their  successors  were  bound  to  a  single  system  by  some  great  code, 
provided  by  Divine  authority . . .  .The  reason  of  associating  together 
was,  to  further  this  great  end,  mutually  to  enliven  the  feelings  of  devo- 
tion, strengthen  the  principles  of  piety,  and  aid  in,  and  urge  to,  the  dis- 
charge of  duty. . .  .Some  things  were  practised  in  some  Churches  and 
not  in  others.  Some  officers  existed  in  one  and  not  in  another ;  some 
met  in  one  place  and  not  in  another ;  and  all  had  a  right  to  do  what- 
ever might  be  conducive  to  the  general  goodP 

We  have  dwelt  at  some  length  on  this  point,  because  we  deem  it  of 
fundamental  importance.  This  claim  of  organic  commimion  with  God 
lies  at  the  root  of  many  evils  in  the  Churches  around  us,  and  hence  we 
desire  to  make  our  denial  of  its  validity  as  emphatic  as  possible.  We 
would  impress  upon  the  minds  of  all  whom  our  voice  may  reach,  the 
truth,  that  there  is  no  mysterious  alchemy  whereby  a  company  of  men, 
mean  and  selfish  as  individuals,  are  transmuted  into  a  holy  body ;  no  Divine 
afflatus  vouchsafed  to  them  in  the  mass,  superseding  the  necessity  of 
pers(H)al  conformity  to  the  will  of  God.  Such  a  claim  is  the  acme  of 
superstition  and  imposture.  It  is  amazing  that  it  should  for  so  long  a 
period  have  deceived  and  befooled  the  nations  I  When  will  the  people 
learn  that  there  is  nothing  Divine,  nothing  too  sacred  for  investigation, 
in  the  artificial  arrangements  and  prescribed  formalities  of  sects  ?  Alas  I 
what  multitudes  join  the  popular  Churches,  submitting  to  their  rites  and 
paying  the  expenses  of  their  administration,  deluding  themselves  mean- 
while with  the  idea  that  they  are  thus  ensuring  their  eternal  salvation^ 
even  though  their  daily  lives  are  defiled  by  sordid  and  debasing  acts, 
and  they  scarcely  lift  a  finger  or  breathe  one  honest  aspiration  for  their 
own  or  the  world's  moral  improvement  I 

Our  inquiries  into  the  nature  and  uses  of  Religious  Organization 
have  also  brought  us  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  Churches  around  us  have 
made  a  vital  mistake  in  demanding  uniformity  of  belief  in  respect  to* 
scholastic  theology,  ordinances,  rites  and  forms,  as  a  condition  of  reli- 
gious feUowship  and  the  basis  of  associated  effort    It  would  hardly  be 
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possible  to  exaggerate  the  evils  resulting  from  this  mistake.  It  has  led 
the  Church  into  dissensions,  hypocrisy  and  all  unoharitableness,  and  in- 
stead of  promoting  a  manly,  vigorous  and  healthful  piety,  which  ever 
manifests  itself  in  works  of  practical  benevolence  and  would  make  her  a 
burning  and  a  shining  light  in  the  presence  of  surrounding  darkness,  it 
narrows  the  scope  of  her  vision,  dwarfe  the  intellect,  smothers  the  heart, 
and  makes  her  the  purveyor  of  traditions  and  shams,  a  covert  for  mean- 
ness and  treachery,  and  a  hiding-place  for  the  perpetrators  and  apologists 
of  popular  wickedness.  It  reverses  the  arrangements  proposed  by  Jesus 
and  his  early  followers,  putting  that  first  which  should  be  last,  the  inci- 
dental in  place  of  the  primary,  the  temporary  in  place  of  the  eternal 
Jesus  enjoins  it  upon  his  hearers  to  "  seek  first  the  kingdom  of  God  and 
His  riphteousnesa  ;  "  but  the  popular  Church  practically  tells  us,  on  pain 
of  eternal  perdition,  to  seek  first  of  all  the  thedogy  of  that  kingdom,  as- 
suring us,  with  impious  tongue,  that  if  we  only  master  that,  get  its  dif- 
ferent parts  properly  arranged  and  labelled,  and  learn  to  believe  them, 
however  inconsistent  with  each  other,  and  contrary  to  our  reason  and 
common  sense,  the  righteousness  may  safely  enough  be  left  to  take  care 
of  itself!  Instead  of  requiring  as  the  evidence  of  our  piety  the  "  fiiiits  " 
demanded  in  the  Gospel  of  Jesus,  it  sneers  at  "good  works"  as  "  car- 
nal ^'  and  inefficacious,  bids  us  mind  our  catechisms,  disciplines  and  con- 
fessions of  faith ;  to  come  regularly  to  ita  assemblies,  and  worship  accord- 
ing to  its  prescribed  forms !  It  is  no  wonder  that  politicians,  bent  upon 
schemes  of  selfish  aggrandizement,  mock  at  the  Higher  Law,  and  declare 
their  own  oppressive  statutes  a  finality,  when  the  Church  is  found  thus 
corrupt  and  apostate.  No  marvel  that  iosatiate  Wealth  tramples  upon 
lowly  Poverty;  that  War's  "red  thunders"  reverberate  round tfie  world* 
that  Drunkenness  counts  its  victims  by  tens  of  thousands ;  that  Land 
Monopoly  grinds  humanity  in  the  dust;  that  Lust  is  doing  his  work  of 
defilement  and  shame  with  impunity ;  that  immortal  beings  are  driven 
to  their  daily  toil  under  the  lash,  and  even  sold  in  the  shambles,  when 
the  Church  proffers  absolution  for  such  crimes  upon  terms  so  easy  of 
fulfilment 

The  natural  counterpart  of  this  false  and  superstitious  devotion  to 
creeds  and  forms  is  an  unnatural  sourness  and  melancholy — a  Pharisai- 
cal spirit,  which  frowns  upon  amusements  as  an  offence  to  God,  and 
which  would  cover  the  face  of  society  with  a  sanctimonious  gloom  as 
repugnant  to  Helicon  as  to  unperverted  htunan  nature.  The  victims 
of  this  spirit  converse  about  religion,  not  in  manly  Mid  natural  tones, 
indicative  of  sincerity  and  earnestness,  but  in  a  whining,  canting  man- 
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ner,  as  if  it  were  a  burden  hard  to  be  borne,  but  which  they  reluctantly 
consent  to  carry  during  their  mortal  life,  as  the  only  means  of  eternal 
salvation !  We  are  persuaded  that  the  exhibitions  of  this  spirit  on  the 
part  of  the  Church  have  produced  mcalculable  mischief,  by  exciting  the 
prejudices  of  the  young  against  all  Religion  as  necessarily  of  an  ascetic 
-  Maracter,  and  by  placing  amusements  beyond  the  pale  of  Christian  in- 
n  nee,  thus  making  them  liable  to  excesses  which  might  otherwise  be 
avoided.  The  Christian,  of  all  other  persons,  should  not  be  of  a  sad  coun- 
tenance, but  ever  cheerful  and  hopeful  in  his  demeanor,  making  the  very 
atmosphere  he  breathes  a  witness  of  the  serene  joy  that  dwells  in  his 
heart  No  felse  idea  of  sanctity,  no  superstitious  or  fanatical  **  worry  " 
about  his  soul,  should  he  ever  suffer  to  make  his  presence  distasteful  and 
nnwelcome  to  the  young. 

We  cannot  undertake  to  particularize  all  the  errors  of  principle  and 
practice  in  tfie  popular  Churches,  which  our  investigations  have  revealed 
to  us ;  but  there  is  one  more  which  we  must  not  pass  in  silence.  We 
allude  to  that  vicious  and  despotic  feature  in  the  organization  of  most 
of  them,  which,  beginning  in  the  subordination  of  the  individual  to  the 
local  Church,  or  to  Elders,  Overseers,  or  other  officers  thereof,  ends  in 
the  subjection  of  local  bodies  to  some  larger  assembly  or  central  power. 
There  are,  indeed,  some  Churches  which  have  attempted  to  abolish  this 
sjTstem,  but  they  are  still  too  much  bound  by  usage  to  practices  incon- 
sistent with  their  theories.  Experience,  as  well  as  observation,  has 
taught  us  that  local  organizations  should  in  the  first  place  be  formed 
upon  principles  which  will  offer  the  best  possible  safeguard  to  the  equal 
rights  of  the  individual  members,  and  discourage  tyranny,  whether  of 
the  many  or  the  few ;  and,  in  the  next  place,  that  they  should  never 
allow  any  other  body,  however  numerous  or  imposing,  to  exercise 
authority  over  them.  The  forms  of  Church  organization,  instead  of  being 
snch  as  are  suggested  by  the  ideas  of  individual  freedom  and  responsi- 
bility which  pervade  the  teachings  of  Jesus,  would  seem  to  have  been 
borrowed  from  anti-Christian  and  despotic  systems  of  civil  government, 
whereof  force  is  the  vital  and  controlling  element  Under  such  forms, 
religious  tyranny,  always  difficult  of  repression,  is  sure  to  spring  up  into 
a  vigorous  Kfe.  It  would  be  easy  to  illustrate  this  truth  by  a  reference 
to  the  history  of  any  of  those  Churches  in  which  tlie  affiliated  and  sub- 
ordinating system  of  government  prevails,  but  the  experience  of  many 
of  our  number  naturally  leads  us  to  point  to  the  Society  of  Friends  as  a 
warning  against  this  lamentable  evil.  The  setting  apart  of  ministers  as 
a  distinct  order  of  persons,  and  for  life ;  the  appointment  of  Elders  to  sit 
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in  judgment  upon  the  services  of  the  Ministry,  and  to  determine  officially 
what  is  and  what  is  not  inspiration ;  the  subjection  of  individual  liberty 
to  official  dictation ;  the  subordination  of  Preparative  to  Monthly,  of 
Monthly  to  Quarterly,  of  Quarterly  to  Yearly  Meetings ;  all  this  affords 
a  covert  for  despotic  authority.  It  is  an  arrangement  whereby  the  few 
are  enabled  to  control  the  many,  and  to  carry  into  successful  operation 
their  plans  for  keeping  the  Church  popular  with  the  world,  while  she  is 
trampling  upon  her  own  most  vital  principles,  and  obstinately  refusing 
to  do  the  work  for  which  she  was  originally  established.  It  aggravates, 
moreover,  all  the  other  evils  which  have  crept  into  the  body,  and  renders 
the  work  of  reform  extremely  difficult,  if  not  impossible. 

But  while  we  thus  earnestly  deny  the  claims  of  Religious  Associa- 
tions to  Divine  authority,  and  maintain  that  they  form  no  exception  to 
the  rule,  that  "  institutions  are  made  for  man,  not  man  for  institutions,'* 
and  while  we  would  fearlessly  expose  all  that  is  wrong  in  existing 
\  Churches,  we  do  not  therefore  repudiate  such  associations  as  necessarily 

evil.  Founded  upon  right  principles,  adjusted  to  the  wants  of  our  social 
nature,  within  their  legitimate  sphere  as  the  servants  and  helpers,  not 
the  masters  of  the  soul,  as  a  means  and  not  an  end,  we  esteem  them  of 
great  importance.  It  is  only  when  they  interpose  between  our  con- 
sciences and  God,  assuming  to  tell  us  authoritatively  how  much  and 
what  we  must  believe,  and  virtually  trampling  under  foot  the  right  of 
private  judgment,  that  our  manhood  prompts  us  to  reject  them.  The 
mistakes  which  men  have  made  in  their  efforts  to  realize  the  benefits  of 
Religious  Association,  however  strange  and  even  preposterous  they  may 
appear  to  us  at  this  advanced  period  of  the  world's  history,  were  only 
the  incidents  of  Humanity  imperfectly  informed  and  developed.  They 
should  not  therefore  discourage  us,  still  less  lead  us  into  other  errors  at 
the  opposite  extreme.  Men  have  also  made  great  mistakes  in  science, 
and  in  things  pertaining  to  physical  life — ^in  astronomy,  chemistry,  and 
the  mechanic  arts,  and  even  in  agriculture ;  and  it  would  be  no  more 
absurd  to  urge  these  mistakes  as  a  reason  for  abandoning  all  associated 
effort  in  such  matters,  than  it  would  be  to  allege  the  similar  blunders 
into  which  men  have  fstllen  in  r^rd  to  Religion,  and  the  abuses  grow- 
ing out  of  them,  as  a  reason  why  wo  should  resist  the  strong  impulse  of 
our  nature  which  prompts  us  to  combine  our  efforts  for  the  promotion  of 
piety  and  good  morals.  Past  errors  and  present  imperfections,  instead 
of  affording  an  aigument  against  organization,  are  only  illustrations  of 
its  necessity,  as  a  means  whereby  the  strong  may  help  the  weak,  the 
highly  cultivated  soul  minister  to  llie  edification  of  those  less  enlightened, 
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and  flocial  inihience  become  the  aid  and  support  of  indiTidual  virtue. 
Beavers  do  not  more  naturally  combine  to  build  their  habitations,  than 
men  and  women,  inspired  by  a  common  love  of  God  and  Humanity, 
and  a  common  thirst  for  reKgious  excellence,  mingle  and  combine  their 
individual  ^forts  for  the  promotion  of  pure  and  nndefiled  religion  among 
themselves  and  throughout  the  world. 

In  forming  The  Pennsylvania  Yearly  Meeting  of  Progressive 
Friends^  we  have  Mowed  the  instincts  of  our  moral  and  social  nature, 
and  acted  upon  the  settled  conviction,  that  such  an  organization  was 
necessary  to  our  highest  efficiency  in  the  woi^  which  our  Heavenly 
Father  has  given  us  to  do.  We  seek  not  to  diminish,  but  to  intensify, 
in  ourselves  the  sense  of  individual  responsibility — not  to  escape  from 
duty,  bnt  to  aid  one  anoth^in  its  performance — ^to  lift  up  before  all  who 
may  be  influenced  by  our  words  or  actions  a  high  standard  c^  moral 
and  religious  excellence — ^to  conunit  ourselves  before  the  world  as  the 
friends  of  righteousness  and  truth,  and  as  under  the  highest  obligations 
to  labor  for  the  redempticm  of  mankind  from  every  form  of  error  and  sin. 

It  has  been  our  honest  endeavor  to  avoid,  if  possible,  the  mistakes 
into  which  previous  organizations  have  so  generally  fidlen,  and  especial- 
ly those  radical  errors  which  are  pointed  out  in  this  address.  To  this 
end  we  have  made  our  association  as  simple  as  possible,  having  done 
little  more  than  to  provide  for  an  annual  assembly.  We  claim  for  this 
organization  no  other  powers  than  sudi  as  we  ourselves  have  conferred 
upon  it  in  consistency  with  our  own  and  others*  individual  freedom. 
We  make  no  draft  upon  the  veneration  oi  our  fellow-men  for  any  ar- 
rangement that  we  have  ad<^ted,  or  may  adopt  hereafter.  Veneration 
is  due  only  to  God,  and  to  those  eternal  principles  of  Rectitude, 
Justice  and  Love,  of  which  He  is  the  embodiment 

We  have  set  forth  no  forms  nor  ceremonies ;  nor  have  we  sought  to 
impose  upon  ourselves  or  others  a  system  of  doctrinal  belief.  Such 
matters  we  have  left  where  Jesus  left  them,  with  the  conscience  and 
common  sense  of  the  individual.  It  has  been  our  cherished  purpose  to 
restore  the  union  between  Religion  and  Life,  and  to  place  works  of 
goodness  and  mercy  £Eur  above  theological  speculations  and  scholastic  sub- 
tleties of  doctrine.  Creed-making  is  not  among  the  objects  of  our  asso- 
ciation. Chrisdanity,  as  it  presents  itself  to  our  minds,  is  too  deep,  too 
broad,  and  too  high,  to  be  brought  withm  the  cold  propositions  of  the 
theologian.  We  should  as  soon  think  of  bottling  up  the  sunshine  for 
the  use  of  posterity,  as  of  attempting  to  adjust  the  free  and  universal 
principles  taught  and  exemplified  by  Jesus  of  Nazareth  to  the  angles  of 
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a  mim-made  creed.  Churchee  which  undertake  thk  impous  and  im- 
practicable work  doom  themselves  thereby  to  barrenness  and  death.  In- 
stead of  being  warmed  and  animated  by  that  living  faith  which  ^  works 
by  love  "  and  overcomes  the  world,  they  lapse  into  bigotry  and  intoler- 
ance, and  their  formularies,  having  no  life  in  themselves,  become  at 
length  mere  petrifactions,  fossil  remains  of  ideas,  which,  however  sig- 
nificant once,  have  no  longer  any  adaptation  to  the  condition  of  the  race. 
It  is  sad  to  behold  a  Church,  with  Christ's  name  upon  its  brow,  turning 
away  from  the  wells  of  immortal  truth,  and  ctinging  with  superstitious 
pertinacity  and  veneration  to  the  shell  of  an  ancient  creed,  or  the  letter  of 
an  ancient  Discipline,  from  which  the  original  soul  long  since  took  its 
flight;  swift  to  frown  upon  the  slightest  departure  from  its  forms  and 
theories,  but  slow  to  utter  a  testimony  against  a  popular  sin  ;  ever  zeal- 
ous in  tithing  ^mint,  anise  and  cummin,''  but  heavy  of  step  and  slow  of 
speech  when  the  great  interests  of  Humanity  are  at  stake. 

Our  terms  of  membership  are  at  once  simple,  practical  and  catholic. 
K  we  may  be  said  to  have  a  test,  it  is  one  which  applies  to  the  heart 
and  the  life,  not  to  the  head  nor  to  any  of  its  speculations.  Our  platform 
is  broad  as  Humanity,  and  comprehensive  as  Truth.  We  interrogate 
no  man  as  to  his  theological  belief;  we  send  no  Committees  to  pry  into 
the  motives  of  those  who  may  desire  to  share  the  benefits  of  our  Associ- 
ation ;  but  open  the  door  to  all  who  recognize  the  Equal  Brotherhood  of 
the  Human  Family,  without  regard  to  sex,  color  or  condition,  and  who 
acknowledge  the  duty  of  defining  and  illustrating  their  faith  in  God, 
not  by  assent  to  a  creed,  but  by  lives  of  personal  purity,  and  works  of 
beneficence  and  charity  to  mankind.  If,  by  any  possibility,  there  should 
be  found  here  and  there  a  sincere  inquirer  after  truth,  who  may  not  feel 
himself  included  in  this  invitation  to  membership,  we  shall  still  bid  him 
welcome  to  our  assemblies,  and  listen  with  patience  to  whatever  his 
highest  convictions  may  prompt  him  to  offer.  We  do  not  seek  to  bind 
our  Association  together  by  external  bands,  nor  by  agreement  in  the- 
ological opinions.  Identity  of  object,  oneness  of  spirit  in  respect  to 
the  practical  duties  of  life,  the  communion  of  soul  with  soul  in  a 
common  love  of  the  beautifdl  and  true,  and  a  common  aspiration  after 
moral  excellence, — these  are  our  bond  of  union ;  and  when  these  shall 
die  out  in  our  hearts,  nothing  will  remain  to  hold  us  together ;  and 
those  who  shall  come  after  us  will  not  be  subjected  to  the  trouble  of 
tearing  down  a  great  ecclesiastical  edifice,  constructed  by  our  hands, 
before  they  can  make  provision  for  the  supply  of  their  own  reli- 
gious wants. 
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Hie  name  of  our  ABBodation  is  suggestive  of  its  history  and  prind- 
I^es.  As  a  sign  of  our  adb^ence  to  the  great  moral  testimonies  which 
the  Society  of  Friends  has  so  long  professed,  as  well  as  for  historical 
reasons,  we  have  adc^ted  in  part  the  name  chosen  by  Fox,  Penn,  and 
other  reformers  of  a  past  generation,  for  the  Societies  which  they 
founded,  and  which,  we  r^et  to  say,  have  in  our  day  widely  departed 
from  the  spirit  and  principles  of  those  illustrious  men.  The  term  ^Pro- 
pressive^  is  intended  as  a  recognition  (^  the  fjEtct,  that  our  knowledge  of 
truth  is  limited,  and  as  an  indication  of  an  honest  purpose  (m  our  part 
to  *^  go  on  unto  perfection,"  and  to  avail  ourselves  from  time  to  time  of 
whatever  new  light  may  be  shed  upon  our  path.  Our  meetings  are  at 
preBent  conducted  very  much  like  tiiose  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  ex- 
cept that  they  are  not  ruled  by  Elders,  and  that  we  have  among  us  no 
privileged  class  called  Ministers.  We  welcome  alike  the  word  of  exhor- 
tation, the  voice  of  prayer,  and  the  song  of  pnuse  and  thanksgiving, 
whichever  nmy  well  up  from  the  "  inner  fulness  "  of  the  devoted  heart ; 
and  if  at  any  time  words  shall  be  uttered  that  appear  to  us  to  savor  not 
of  life  but  of  c<»itention  and  speculation,  while  we  may  feel  called  upon 
to  speak  our  own  sentiments  with  freedom,  we  hope  not  to  be  found 
denying  the  liberty  of  speech  to  others.  Some  may  fear  that  liberty 
so  unrestricted  may  lead  to  disorder  and  confusion,  but  we  are  per- 
suaded that  gentlaiess  and  forbearance  are  more  potent  than  official 
dictatHHi,  and  that  the  instinctive  sense  of  right  and  wrong,  in  the  breast 
of  even  a  niisguided  and  obtrusive  man,  will  afford  Uie  best  safeguard 
(^  propriety  and  order  in  our  assemblies. 

As  a  Yearly  Meeting,  we  disclaim  all  disciplinary  authority,  whether 
over  individual  members  or  local  Associations.  We  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  declare  our  sentiments  on  such  subjects  as  may  demand  our  atten- 
tion ;  but  they  will  be  armed  with  no  other  force  than  that  which  our 
moral  influence  may  impart,  or  which  may  belong  to  the  nature  of  truth 
when  eameetiy  and  honestiy  spoken.  It  will  be  our  aim  to  cherish 
freedom  of  thought  and  speech,  on  every  subject  relating  to  man's 
highest  welfare.  In  saying  this,  we  have  no  mental  reservations  to  mock 
tiie  earnest  seeker  after  truth.  We  have  no  thunderbolts  to  launch 
at  those  whose  perceptions  of  truth  lead  them  to  different  conclusions 
from  those  of  the  majority ;  no  edicts  of  excommunication  to  scare  the 
soul  frt>m  its  researches;  no  sanctimonious  scowl  to  dart  at  him  who 
carries  the  torch  of  free  inquiry  into  the  very  holy  of  holies.  We  know 
of  no  question  too  sacred  for  examination,  nor  in  respect  to  which  hu- 
man reason  should  yield  to  human  authority,  however  ancient  or  ven- 
erable. 
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Our  organization  is  formed  upon  such  principles,  that  while  the  body 
will  not  be  responsible  for  the  acts  of  individuals,  so,  on  the  other  hand, 
individuals  and  minorities  may  avoid  responsibility  for  any  acta  of  the 
body  which  they  do  not  approve,  by  recording  their  votes  against  such 
acts,  or,  if  they  think  the  case  demands  it,  by  a  protest  It  will,  more- 
over, be  the  right  of  any  individual  to  withdraw  from  the  Association  at 
any  moment,  without  being  required  to  give  reasons  for  so  doing,  and 
without  being  subjected  to  censure  on  the  part  of  the  meeting. 

Believing  that  local  Associations,  similar  in  their  principles  and 
aims  to  ours,  would  meet  the  wants  of  multitudes  at  the  present  day, 
and  that  they  would  be  likely  to  accomplish  great  good,  we  hope  to  see 
such  established  in  every  community  where  a  sufficient  number  of  per- 
sons are  found  ready  for  the  work.  The  men  and  women  who  are  en- 
gaged in  the  various  moral  reforms  of  the  day,  and  who  have  become 
weary  of  the  prevalent  sectarianism,  might,  we  believe,  gain  strength 
for  their  special  labors  by  establishing  regular  meetings  on  the  First  day 
of  the  week,  for  mutual  edification  and  improvement,  for  an  interchange 
of  the  sympathies  growing  out  of  common  pursuits  and  trials,  and  for 
the  cultivation  of  their  moral  and  religious  powers.  The  principle  of 
human  fraternity  would  be  thereby  strengthened  among  them,  and  their 
children  be  preserved  from  many  unhealthful  influences,  and  prepared 
to  meet  the  full  responsibilities  of  life  in  a  spirit  becoming  to  the  age  in 
which  their  lot  has  been  cast  Surely,  these  are  objects  worthy  of  our 
earnest  thought  and  most  careful  attention.  Our  province  is  not  that 
of  iconoclasts  alone.  We  must  build  as  well  as  destroy.  U  there  are 
evil  institutions  to  be  overthrown  and  pernicious  customs  to  be  uproot- 
ed, so  also  \a  there  need  of  a  new  social  fabric,  of  which  righteousness 
and  peace  are  to  be  the  foundations.  K  there  are  vices  to  be  done  away, 
so  also  are  there  virtues  to  be  promoted ;  if  there  are  corrupt  trees  to  be 
hewn  down  and  cast  into  the  fire,  so  also  are  there  plants  of  godliness  to 
be  trained,  and  flowers  of  heavenly  beauty  and  flragrance  to  be  nurtured. 
And  in  this  work  we  must  help  each  other,  not  occasionally  and  inci- 
dentally alone,  but  regularly  and  systematically.  The  arrangements 
for  meetings  should  in  every  case  be  adapted  to  the  peculiar  wants  and 
tastes  of  the  communities  in  which  they  are  respectively  held,  care  being 
taken  to  keep  forms  subordinate  to  works  of  practical  goodness  and  be- 
neficence. It  is  neither  necessary  nor  desirable  that  one  meeting 
should  be  an  exact  copy  of  another.  Adhering  closely  to  fundaroentid 
principles,  there  will  still  be  scope  for  a  variety  of  modes  and  forms. 

The  local  Associati^iis  should  do  more  than  hold  weekly  meetings. 
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They  should  legard  it  a  sacred  duty  to  provide  for  the  visitation  and 
lielp  of  the  poor  in  their  respective  neighborhoods,  to  lend  their  sym- 
pathy and  encouragement  to  such  as  are  borne  down  under  heavy  trials, 
and  to  afford  prompt  and  efficient  aid  in  every  right  effort  for  die  pro- 
motion of  Temperance,  Peace,  Anti-Slavery,  Education,  the  Equal  Rights 
of  Woman,  &c. ;  that  thus  the  public  may  be  convinced  that  the  Reli^on 
they  seek  to  diffuse  and  establish  is  not  an  aggregation  of  mysteries, 
abstractions,  and  unmeaning  forms,  but  a  Religion  for  practical,  every- 
day use,  whose  natural  tendency  is  to  fructify  the  conscience,  intensify 
the  sense  of  moral  responsibility,  purify  and  ennoble  the  aims  of  men, 
and  thus  to  make  society  wiser,  better,  and  happier.  Such  Associations, 
moreover,  ought  to  regard  it  as  their  special  function  to  cultivate  and 
develope  ih^  religious  sentiment  among  their  members,  and,  so  fiEu* 
as  possible,  in  the  community  generally.  For  this  purpose  they  would 
do  well  to  estabhsh  libraries,  in  which  the  works  of  eminent  anti-sec- 
tarian writers  upon  moral,  ethical,  and  religious  subjects  might  become 
accessible  to  all  classes,  especially  to  the  young. 

Such  Associations  would  naturally  communicate,  by  letter  or  other- 
wise, with  the  Yearly  Meeting,  each  giving  that  body  the  results 
of  its  own  peculiar  experience,  and  receiving  in  return  the  experiences 
of  others,  with  such  suggestions  as  the  Quarterly  Meeting,  upon  a  care- 
ful comparison  of  the  whole,  may  be  qualified  to  make.  The  various 
Teariy  Meetings  may  also  strengthen  one  another's  hands  by  fraternal 
correspondence  and  counsel ;  and  thus,  without  ecclesiastical  authority 
or  domination  on  the  part  of  any,  the  whole  body  of  believers  in  prac- 
tical Christianity  throughout  the  country  may  be  cemented  together  in 
Christian  love,  and  prepared  to  labor  in  harmony  for  the  redemption  of 
mankind  from  every  evil  and  false  way,  and  for  the  establishment  of 
universal  righteousness,  purity,  and  peace.  A  Church  thus  united 
would  wield  a  moral  power  like  that  of  the  Apostles  and  immediate 
lowers  of  Jesus,  and  the  means  by  which  it  would  conquer  the  world 
are  those  which  an  Apostle  has  described :  ^  Bt  purskess,  bt  kkow- 

I.KDOB,  BT  LONG-eUFTBRINO,  BT  THE  HoLT  SpIRIT,  BT  LOVE  UNFEIGNED, 
BT  THE  ARMOR  OF  RIOHTEOUSNEBS  ON  THE  RIGHT  HAND  AND  ON 
THE  LEFT." 

Dear  Friends !  are  these  ideas  of  a  Church  Utopian  ?  Are  we 
dreamers  and  enthusiasts  ?  or  is  the  day  foretold  by  ancient  prophets 
and  bards  beginning  to  dawn  upon  our  darkness  and  to  light  the  dull 
horizon  with  its  reviving  rays  ?  Are  we  always  to  walk  amid  shadows 
and  diams  ?    Do  we  not  hear  the  voice  of  God  speaking  to  us  in  the  deep 
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silence  of  our  souls,  and  uttering  itself  in  the  events  that  are  passing  be- 
fore us,  bidding  us  awake  from  our  slumbers,  to  cast  away  our  doubts, 
and  purify  ourselves  for  the  work  of  building  up  a  pure  Christianity 
upon  the  earth  ?  Are  not  the  fields  every  where  white  unto  the  harvest  ? 
and  are  there  not  all  around  us  men  and  women,  whose  hearts  God 
hath  touched  with  holy  fire,  and  who  stand  ready  to  enlist  with  us  in 
this  glorious  cause  ?  Let  us,  then,  not  falter,  nor  hesitate.  What  if 
our  numbers  are  few,  and  the  hosts  of  superstition  and  sin  stand  before 
us  in  menacing  array  ?  What  are  their  boasts  to  us,  when  we  know 
that  the  truth  we  promulgate  is  '*  a  part  of  the  celestial  machinery  of 
God,"  and  that,  ^  whoso  puts  that  machinery  in  gear  for  mankind 
hath  the  Almighty  to  turn  his  wheel  ?  ^ 

••O,  hrother  man!  fold  to  thy  heart  thy  brother; 
Where  pity  dwells,  the  peace  of  God  is  there ; 
To  worship  rightly,  is  to  love  each  other, 

Each  smile  a  hymn,  each  kindly  deed  a  prayer. 

**  Follow  with  reverent  steps  the  great  example 
Of  Him  whose  holy  work  was  *  doing  good ; ' 
So  shall  the  wide  earth  seem  our  Father's  temple, 
Each  loving  life  a  psalm  of  gratitude. 

*  Then  shall  all  shackles  fall ;  the  stormy  clangor 

Of  wild  war  music  o*er  the  earth  shall  cease ; 
Love  shall  tread  ont  the  baleful  fire  of  anger, 

And  in  its  ashes  plant  the  tree  of  peace.** 

Signed  on  behalf  and  by  direction  of  the  Pennsylvania  Yearly 
Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends,  held  at  Old  Kennett,  Chester  County,  by 
adjournments,  from  the  22d  to  the  25th  of  Fifth  Month,  1853. 

Joseph  A.  Dugdale,  )  pi„|__ 
Sidney  Peircb,         [  ^*^"- 
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TESTIMONIES. 


TEMPERANCE. 

While  most  religious  bodies  are  too  busy  with  schemes  for  the  propa- 
gation of  their  respective  creeds  and  forms  to  pay  attention  to  the  evils 
of  intemperance,  we  regard  it  as  our  imperative  duty  to  do  all  that  we 
can,  as  individuals  imd  as  an  association^  to  expose  and  remove  so  pro- 
lific a  cause  of  misery,  degradation  and  crime. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  cause  of  total  abstinence  has  received 
great  and  efficient  aid  from  professing  Christians,  and  from  some  few  of 
the  religious  associations  of  the  country.  We  rejoice  in  being  able  to 
make  this  acknowledgment  At  the  same  time,  a  regard  for  the  truth 
of  history  compels  us  to  state,  that  this  mighty  movement,  so  freighted 
with  blessings  from  the  beghming,  and  promising  such  rich  harvests  in 
the  future,  originated  outside  of  the  Church.  In  its  early  stages  it  shook 
many  Churches  to  their  foundations  with  what  was  then  called  the  "  Wine 
Question ;  ^  it  raised  a  tempest  of  opposition  from  a  large  portion  of  the 
dergy,  and  at  the  present  time  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  hear  a  "  rev- 
erend "  wine-bibber  quoting  the  Bible  to  justify  a  most  vile  and  debasing 
practice. 

Even  amongst  Friends  (who  as  a  body  have  never  yet  fairly  got  out 
of  the  slough  of  moderate  drinking),  there  are  many  who  have  always 
discountenanced  the  temperance  cause,  and  have  not  ceased  to  cast  re- 
proaches upon  its  advocates.  Abstinence  from  the  use  of  intoxicating 
liquors  is  by  them  called  ^  human  righteousness,'*  as  if  righteousness, 
human  though  it  be,  was  not  better  than  drunkenness.  They  are  still  in 
the  habit  of  sneering  at  what  they  characterize  as  "•  creature  virtue,"  as 
^ough  they  were  in  possession  of  something  better.  Should  one  of  the 
••world's  people"  modestly  venture  to  give  his  fellow-beings  a  little  ad- 
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vice,  drawn  from  observation  or  his  own  experience,  on  the  use  of  per- 
nicious beverages,  he  is,  in  some  localities,  denied  the  use  of  an  old  va- 
cant, dilapidated  school-house,  and  his  mouth  is  attempted  to  be  stopped 
and  his  admonitions  stifled  bj  the  arrogant  rebuke,  that  *'he  is  only  a 
piece  of  imtempered  mortar,  and  therefore  not  fit  to  meddle  vnth  such 
things."  •*  He  has  not  been  divinely  prepared  for  the  work."  "  He  may 
speak  eloquently  and  truthfully,  but  it  is  only  in  the  will  and  wisdom  of 
man,  which  profiteth  nothing." 

Now  we  are  so  presumptuous  as  to  maintain,  in  opposition  to  the 
dictum  of  such  Friends,  and  regardless  of  the  elevation  of  the  seats  on 
which  they  sit,  that  every  human  being  has  an  undoubted  right  to  think  and 
speak  on  any  subject  involving  human  welfare.  If  he  or  she  has  sufficient 
capacity  to  distinguish  the  right  from  the  wrong,  and  ^  a  heart  to  feel  for 
others'  woes,"  that  in  itself  is  a  sufficient  warrant,  and  the  highest  com- 
mission attainable  for  the  work  of  moral  reform. 

The  truth  of  the  matter  is,  that  the  support  which  the  Church  has 
given  to  the  temperance  cause,  has  ever  been  just  in  proporti<Mi  to  its 
popularity  with  the  people  at  large.  At  the  present  day  it  meets  with 
litde  open  and  direct  opposition  from  religious  associations  acting  in  an 
organized  capacity,  though  we  are  grieved  to  say,  its  worst  and  most  for- 
midable enemies  are  to  be  found  amongst  the  members  of  religious  so- 
cieties. It  is  notorious  that  a  considerable  proportion  of  those  who  sus- 
tain the  character  of  distillers,  brewers,  dram-sellers,  tavern-owners, 
license-signers,  and  moderate  drinkers,  are  professing  Christians,  whose 
daily  crimes  and  outrages  upon  society  pass  unreproved  by  the  sects  to 
which  they  belong,  however  much  they  may  excite  the  just  abhorrence 
of  those  called  "  people  of  the  world." 

Gratifying,  therefore,  as  it  may  be,  to  witness  the  countenance  given 
to  the  cause  of  total  abstbence  by  the  late  official  acts  of  various  ecclesi- 
astical bodies,  the  fiict  is  not  to  be  concealed,  that  tltey  have  not  done^ 
and  are  not  now  doing,  their  duty  in  the  matter.  Did  professing  Chris- 
tians throughout  the  land  refrain  from  all  connivance  with  intemperance, 
with  the  same  conscientious  zeal  that  most  of  them  profess  to  refrain 
from  labor  on  the  first  day  of  the  week,  or  frx>m  the  violation  of  their 
respective  creeds  and  rules  of  discipline,  the  triumph  of  sobriety  and  its 
kindred  virtues  would  be  sudden  and  universal. 

We  would  therefore  encourage  all  classes,  whether  Christian  or  Infi- 
del, Jew,  Gentile  or  Pagan,  to  labor  in  the  cause  of  temperance.  Every 
smcere  offering,  however  humble,  should  be  kindly  and  gratefully  re- 
ceived.   He  who  makes  an  honest  effort  for  the  good  cause  will  ever 
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after  feel  a  deeper  and  more  lively  interest  in  its  success.  We  need 
warmth  as  well  as  light  Feeling  begets  action,  and  action  engenders 
more  feeling.  We  hope  all  may  be  induced  to  lend  a  hand  in  accom- 
plidung  the  great  object  which  we  have  in  view.  What  a  glorious 
Qght  it  would  be  to  see  every  fecuhy  of  the  masses  enlisted  in  this  en- 
terprise. We  believe  this  to  be  possible.  We  believe  it  is  possible  for 
men  to  do  good,  and  be  good,  with  as  much  zeal,  energy  and  intensity, 
as  they  now  pursue  wealth  and  political  distinction,  or  make  love,  or 
seek  revenge.  The  world  must  be  aroused  as  it  never  has  been,  and 
united  in  a  mighty  and  continued  effort  against  intemperance.  It  is 
idle  to  antidpate  much  progress  in  any  other  reform  while  this  giant  evil 
stands  in  our  path,  and  casts  its  huge  black  shadow  over  all  our  prospects. 
He  that  assumes  the  character  of  a  reformer,  moral,  intellectual,  or  relig- 
ious, in  this  age  of  the  world,  who  does  not  start  with  teetotalism  as  a 
primary  principle,  may  justly  be  set  down  as  a  miserable  pretender. 

Where  then  is  the  remedy  for  this  appalling  affliction  ?     We  answer 
It  is  in  the  power  of  truth,  in  the  spread  of  light  and  knowledge. 

There  is  still  a  large  class  who  have  not  done  prating  about  what 
they  call  the  abuse  of  liquor.  ^  If  men  would  use  it  without  abusing  it, 
all  would  be  well,"  baj  ^^y ;  and  under  this  delusion  they  go  on  using 
it,  as  millions  have  done  before  them,  vainly  striving  to  escape  an  abuse 
which  is  inevitable,  which  all  human  experience  proves  is  inseparable 
from  its  use.  We  do  not  mean  to  say  that  all  who  taste  liquor  will  be- 
come regular  tipplers,  or  that  all  tipplers  will  become  gutter  sots ;  but  we 
do  ass^  that  of  the  mass  of  moderate  drinkers,  there  will  always  be  a 
considerable  portion  who  cannot  by  any  means  be  kept  within  the  bounds 
of  **  moderation."  We  feel  perfectly  assured  that  sottishness  of  the  very 
worst  kind,  with  all  its  horrors,  will  continue  to  a  greater  or  less  extent, 
80  long  as  the  custom  of  using  alcoholic  beverages  is  continued ;  and 
that  a  generation  of  temperate  drinkers  without  drunkards  is  an  impos- 
sibility. The  whole  history  of  intemperance  proves  this.  No  man  at 
this  day,  not  even  the  rumseller  himself,  believes  that  the  practice  of 
drinking  can  be  generally  indulged,  without  some  becoming  drunkards. 
A  community  of  tipplers  without  sots  was  never  known ;  the  world  has 
never  witnessed  any  thing  like  it,  or  even  an  approach  to  it,  and  never 
will,  until  the  constitution  of  man  is  changed. 

To  drink  prudently,  without  becoming  drunkards,  is  what  all  tip- 
plers have  striven  to  accomplish,  but,  alas,  how  many  have  feiled ! 

There  ie,  there  can  be,  no  such  thing  as  temperance  for  all,  or  even 
moderation  for  all,  but  in  the  practice  of  toted  abstinence  by  all. 
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We  rejoice  that  the  attention  of  the  community  is  now  so  generally 
turned  to  this  most  important  subject,  and  that  men  of  all  classes  are 
seriously  considering  by  what  means  the  evib  of  intemperance  may  be 
removed.  One  of  the  most  cheering  evidences  of  an  improved  state  of 
public  sentiment  in  respect  to  Uie  question,  is  seen  in  the  passage  of  laws 
by  several  States,  for  the  entire  prohibition  of  Uie  traffic  in  intoxicating 
liquors.  If  governments  of  force  have  any  rightful  authority  whatever, 
we  do  not  see  how  they  can  be  justified  in  protecting,  or  even  permitting 
a  traffic  so  destructive  to  the  dearest  interests  of  society.  K  they  have 
not  power  to  suppress  the  grand  cause  of  three-fourths  of  Uie  pauperism 
and  crime  existing  in  the  community,  surely  it  were  worse  than  foDy 
to  pretend  that  they  have  a  right  to  lay  the  strong  arm  of  power  upon 
any  transgressor,  however  flagrant  may  be  his  offences.  It  is  not  our 
purpose  in  this  place  to  settle  the  mooted  question  of  the  rightfulness  of 
governments  of  force,  but  to  express  our  gratification  in  finding  those 
friends  of  temperance  who  have  no  scruples  on  this  question,  laboring  to 
place  the  power  of  law  on  the  side  of  sobriety  and  virtue.  The  success 
which  has  attended  such  efforts  in  several  States  is  an  encouraging  omen. 
Whatever  may  be  said  as  to  the  element  of  force  embodied  in  such 
statutes,  as  well  as  in  all  other  l^islative  enactments,  Uie  proof  is  abun- 
dant that  Prohibitory  Liquor  Laws,  wherever  they  have  been  enforced, 
have  greaUy  diminished  crime  and  pauperism ;  and  we  do  not  see  how  it 
can  be  successfully  denied  that  they  are  infinitely  better  for  the  community, 
than  the  enactments  by  which  the  rumseller  was  protected  in  his  im- 
moral work.  If  we  are  to  have  any  laws  whatever  for  the  punishment 
of  wrong-doers,  we  must  rejoice  that  the  rumseller  is  made  to  feel  their 
power. 

We  earnesUy  counsel  all  whom  our  voice  may  reach,  to  labor  in  all 
rightful  ways  for  the  suppression  of  an  evil  which  has  so  long  preyed 
upon  the  interests  and  the  hopes  of  mankind.  Especially  do  we  exhort 
them  to  aid  those  who  are  endeavoring  to  enlighten  the  public  mind  by 
the  disseminaUon  of  truth,  and  to  give  to  the  cause,  upon  all  occasions, 
the  influence  of  a  pure  example. 

We  have  already  seen  enough  to  know  what  must  be  the  fruits  of 
thb  blessed  retbrm.  Human  nature,  under  its  renovating  touch,  is  every 
where  Uirowing  off  the  mountain  of  obloquy  under  whidi  it  has  so  long 
been  prostrated — the  true  dignity  of  man,  as  man,  is  claiming  its  just 
homage  as  it  reflects  more  brighUy  the  image  of  its  Divine  Author. 
Even  in  its  humblest  guise,  and  most  forbidding  aspect,  it  is  no  longer 
visited  with  bleak  frowns,  and  cold  disdain.    Harsh  censure,  and  more 
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heartleas  contempt)  are  giving  place  to  gentle  charity,  mutual  respect, 
bracing  confidence  and  inspiring  hope.  Glad  auspices  of  a  better  future ! 
These  are  preludes  of  a  nobler  era,  a  more  exalted  state  of  society,  the 
roseate  hues  gilding  the  sky  of  a  brighter  morning  which  is  about  to 
dawn  upon  our  race.  The  blest  harbinger  of  happier  days,  when  the 
shout  of  TJctoiy  over  this  destructive  foe  shall  break  from  every  hill  top, 
and  resound  through  every  valley  of  our  then  regenerated,  disenthralled, 
and  emancipated  country. 

Signed  by  direction,  and  on  behalf  of  the  Pennsylvania  Yearly  Meet- 
ing of  Progressive  Friends,  fifth  monl^  1853. 

SIDNEY  PEIRCE,  )  ^   , , 

JOSEPH  A.  DUGDALE,  f  ^^^'' 


SLAVERY. 

Wb  should  be  false  alike  to  our  deepest  personal  convictions,  and  to 
OUT  noblest  ideal  of  the  function  of  a  religious  society,  if  we  were  to  fiul 
of  lifting  our  voice  in  an  earnest  and  solemn  protest  against  American 
Slavery,  the  master  crime  of  our  country  and  of  die  age.  The  deadly 
effects  of  this  corrupt  and  corrupting  institution  meet  us  on  every  hand, 
at  the  North  scarcely  less  than  in  the  South.  They  are  not  only  heard 
in  the  despairing  wail  of  the  slaves,  but  exhibited  in  the  hateful  despo- 
tism and  reckless  immorality  of  the  masters,  in  an  utter  defilement  of 
conscience  among  our  leading  politicians  and  so-called  religious  teachers, 
and  the  general  apostasy  from  all  moral  and  Christian  principle  of  the 
popular  Church.  The  existence  of  Slaveiy  in  a  country  like  ours,  which 
claims  to  be  the  friend  of  Universal  Liberty,  and  the  great  exemplar  of 
republican  institutions,  is  of  itself  a  shamefiil  and  disgusting  anomaly; 
but  that  an  institutiim  so  vile,  so  prohfic  of  human  degradation  and 
miseiy,  and  which  makes  our  name  a  hissing  and  a  reproach  throughout 
the  civilized  world,  should  find  apologists  and  defenders  in  men  aspiring 
to  the  rank  of  statesmen,  or  claiming  to  be  the  ministers  of  Him  who 
came  to  preach  deliverance  to  the  captives,  and  the  opening  of  the  prison 
to  them  that  are  bound,  is  a  phenomenon  almost  too  astounding  both 
for  human  credulity  and  human  patience.  Id  view  of  such  appalling 
naticmal  wickedness,  we  are  led  to  say  of  our  country,  as  the  prophet  of 
old  said  of  the  Jews :  "Ah,  sinful  nation,  a  people  laden  with  iniquity,  a 
seed  of  evil  doers,  children  that  are  corrij^ters  P  . . . .  "  The  whole  head 
is  sick,  and  the  whole  heart  &int     From  the  sole  of  the  foot  even  unto 
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the  head,  there  is  no  soundnefis  in  it"  ....  ^  Except  the  Lord  of  hosts 
had  left  unto  us  a  very  small  remnant,  we  should  have  been  as  Sodom, 
and  we  should  have  been  like  unto  Gomorrah." 

When  we  remember  that  nearly  four  millions  of  our  fellow-beings, 
children  of  the  same  beneficent  Parent  as  ourselves,  and  endowed  like  us 
with^  an  indefeasible  right  to  liberty  and  the  full  development  of  their 
godlike  powers,  are  doomed  by  law  and  public  opinion  to  perpetual  bond- 
age ;  that,  although  created  in  the  image  and  likeness  of  God,  they 
are  regarded  as  merchandise,  and  their  holiest  affections  made  the  sport 
and  prey  of  selfish  tra£Sc  and  unbridled  lust ;  that  husbands  and  wives, 
parents  and  children,  brothers  and  sisters,  are  rudely  sundered  from  each 
other,  denied  all  the  means  of  intellectual  and  moral  culture,  and  forced 
to  toil  without  wages ;  and  when,  with  this  picture  before  us,  and  the  cry 
of  the  oppressed  piercing  our  ears  and  moving  our  hearts,  we  note  the 
indifference  of  the  Church  to  this  avalanche  of  human  woe,  nothing  but 
our  faith  in  the  wisdom  and  goodness  of  God,  and  in  the  invincibility  and 
immortality  of  Truth,  keeps  us  from  utter  despair.  In  that  faith  we  find 
encouragement  to  utter  our  testimony  for  humanity  in  Uie  ears  of  the 
people,  and  to  labor  with  such  strength  as  God  has  given  us  to  break 
the  yokes  and  sunder  the  chains  of  the  enslaved. 

Nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  has  elapsed  since  the  doctrine  of  Imme- 
diate Emancipation,  as  the  right  of  the  slave  and  the  duty  of  the  master, 
was  first  distinctly  proclaimed  in  the  ears  of  the  American  people.  At 
that  period.  Slavery,  with  all  ils  horrors,  had  almost  ceased  to  be  a  topic 
of  public  discussion.  The  pulpit  and  the  press  were  alike  dumb,  and  Uie 
little  nils  of  sympathy  for  the  slave,  which  had  not  been  utterly  dried 
up,  were  turned  into  the  foul  channel  of  Colonization,  and  thus  made 
to  impart  new  vigor  to  that  unholy  and  cruel  prejudice,  which,  being 
itself  the  ofi&pring  of  Slavery,  is  in  turn  its  most  efficient  support  The 
cry  for  justice,  though  uttered  by  a  man  of  obscure  and  humble  birth, 
who  had  neither  wealth  nor  fame  to  give  potency  to  his  words,  was  not 
uttered  in  vain.  The  South  heard  it  and  turned  pale ;  the  North  trem- 
bled l€8t  the  agitation  of  the  subject  should  disturb  her  guilty  peace  and 
diminish  her  wealth ;  the  State  talked  of  laws  against  freedom  of  speech 
and  of  the  press ;  and  the  Church,  with  her  hand  on  the  Bible,  demand- 
ed silence  I  But  it  was  all  in  vain.  Neither  mobs  nor  threats  of  assae- 
sination  availed  to  stop  the  mouths  of  those  whom  Grod  had  inspired 
with  this  new  message  of  truth  to  an  oppressive  and  guilty  nation.  From 
that  hour  to  the  present,  the  cause  of  anti-slavery  has  gone  steadily  for- 
ward, until  now  Uie  subject  is  discussed  in  every  newspaper  and  pulpit, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


3a 

in  every  legiskthre  hall  and  eodesiastical  agsemUj,  in  every  ateamboai 
and  rail-car,  in  every  street  and  counting-house,  and  at  every  fireside  in 
the  land.  The  whde  world  is  giving  heed  to  the  ay  of  the  dave.  The 
counsel  of  the  '  wise  and  prudent'  is  turned  headlong,  and  the  political 
shufflers  who  endeavored  to  silence  ihe  voice  of  freedom  by  the  terrore 
of  the  Fugitive-Slave-Law  are  utterly  confounded.  ^  Uncle  Tom's  Ca- 
bin "  is  on  its  mission  of  mercy  throughout  the  world,  and  the  ^  Ext  " 
by  which  the  Bastile  of  Slavery  is  unlocked  and  its  horrid  secrets  reveal- 
ed, is  rapidly  following  in  its  wake,  startling  thousands  by  its  array  of 
unquestionable  fects,  and  compelling  conviction  by  its  eloquent  appeals 
to  the  conscience  and  the  heart  We  cannot  doubt  that  the  moral  agi- 
tation iji  this  subject  which  now  pervades  ^the  land,  which  is  every  day 
becoming  more  intense,  and  which  the  cunning  of  the  politician  and  the 
mandate  of  pri^y  authority  are  alike  impotent  to  silence,  is  the  very 
Instrumentality  by  which  the  chains  of  the  slave  are  to  be  broken.  It  is 
not  the  rage  of  human  passions,  blind,  headlong  and  destructive,  but  the 
deep  and  earnest  workings  of  the  human  heart  under  the  operation  of 
the  highest  and  holiest  convictions  and  impulses.  It  is  the  voice  of  God, 
speaking  through  all  that  is  godlike  in  those  whom  he  has  created  in  his 
own  image,  and  uttering  his  own  Truth  with  a  power  that  the  oppressor 
cannot  long  resist. 

We  would  therefore  encourage  those  who  are  laboring  in  this  reform 
to  stand  fast  in  the  great  principles  which  they  have  so  long  cherished 
and  maintained ;  and  we  would  affectionately  exhort  all  those  over  whom 
we  have  influence,  to  give  to  this  cause  all  the  aid  which  it  is  in  their 
power  to  render.  The  friends  of  the  slave,  of  whatever  sect  or  party, 
should  endeavor  to  work  harmoniously  together  tot  his  redemptioa 
— all  alike 

"  Grasping  the  weapons  firm  that  (jk>d  has  given — 
The  Light  and  TnUh  and  Love  of  Heayen. " 

Signed  on  behalf  and  by  direction  of  the  Pennsylvania  Yearly  Meet- 
ing of  Progressive  Friends,  Fiflii  month,  1853. 

SIDNEY  PEIRCE,  )  ^^, 

JOSEPH  A.  DUGDALE,  \  ^^^'• 


RIGHTS^  WBONGS,  AND  DUTIES  OF  WOMAN. 

The  elevataon  of  Woman  presents  itself  as  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant reforms  of  the  age,  and  especiaUy  claims  the  investigation  of  those 
who  advocate  the  doctrine  of  human  rights. 

"  In  past  ages,  when  Might  swayed  the  sceptre,  all  weakness,  whether 
3 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ iC 


34 

national  or  feminine,  was  overwhelmed  by  it;  but  now,  that  man's  spi- 
ritual nature  is  unfelding,''  and  he  is  beginning  to  acknowledge  the 
Universal  Brotherhood  of  the  race,  and  to  demand  a  recognition  of  the 
equality  of  humanity,  W  oman  may  justly  advance  her  claim  to  that  po- 
sition in  society,  which  will  enable  her  to  develope  her  faculties,  permit 
her  to  exercise  her  natural  rights  and  reveal  the  dignity  of  her  cha- 
racter. 

To  accomplish  this,  her  equality  before  the  law  must  be  conceded. 
She  must  be  admitted  to  equal  advantages  of  education  with  man.  She 
must  be  rendered  eligible  to  the  professions,  and  free  to  engage  in  the 
industrial  pursuits  of  life.  She  must  also  be  secured  an  equal  remune- 
ration for  labor  performed,  and  allowed  equal  voice  and  representation 
in  the  government  and  legislation  of  the  country. 

We  know  there  is  a  prevalent  belief  that  Woman  is  not  endowed 
with  capacity  to  comprehend  the  abstruse  branches  of  science,  is  not 
qualified  to  take  the  oversight,  care,  and  disposal  of  property,  and  is  in- 
competent to  compass  the  wide  range  of  governmental  duties,  dbc ;  that 
such  a  social  arrangement  would  tend  to  blunt  female  delicacy,  and  de- 
grade the  refined  sensibilities  of  true  womanhood. 

Our  rights,  as  human  beings,  are  written  upon  the  moral  constitu- 
tion of  the  race,  without  distinction  of  sex.  They  belong  to  our  human- 
ity. Man  and  woman  being  endowed  with  like  nature,  are  entitled  to 
the  "  same  right  of  self-government,  of  property,  of  liberty,  and  the  pur- 
suit of  happiness."  The  idea  that  the  exercise  of  any  God-given  right 
tends  to  the  degradation  of  any  of  God's  children,  is  preposterous. 

We  maintain  that  Woman  should  enjoy,  equally  with  man,  oppor- 
tunities for  intellectual  cultivation.  As  our  more  refined  and  exalted 
pleasures  are  only  to  be  obtained  through  mental  culture,  it  is  unreason- 
able to  debar  Woman  from  the  chance  of  reaping  its  advantages  to  the 
fullest  extent 

Laws  have  been  passed  exacting  from  women  an  equal  per  cent  of 
tax  with  men  upon  all  property  held  by  them.  A  portion  of  the  reve- 
nue thus  obtained  has  been  appropriated  to  the  liberal  endowment  of 
Schools  and  CoU^es  for  instruction  in  the  higher  branches  of  know- 
ledge. Women  have  been  deliberately  excluded  from  the  advantages 
of  improvement  which  they  afibrd. 

We  repudiate  that  kind  of  justice  that  steps  into  a  widow's  desolate 
home,  takes  possession  of  the  effects,  and  points  out  to  her  the  pittance 
she  may  be  permitted  to  retain,  robs  her  of  the  control  of  her  children's 
interests,  and  i^  in  the  judgment  of  the  agents  of  the  law,  it  is  deemed 
necessary,  sends  them  from  her,  and  turns  her  homeless  into  the  world. 
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We  recognize  as  another  essential  condition  to  woman's  elevation, 
that  she  should  have  an  equal  opportunity  with  man  of  acquiring  a  pe- 
caniaxy  iadepoidence.  In  addition  to  the  advantage  of  equal  education, 
she  must  be  permitted  free  access  to  every  industrial  pursuit,  a  just  re- 
ward for  her  labor,  and  the  full  possession  and  control  of  her  own  eam- 
iogs  and  property.  She  must  have  full  freedom  to  exercise  the  rights 
that  belong  to  a  human  being. 

The  right  of  woman  to  a  voice  in  the  formation  of  the  Constitutions 
and  Laws  by  which  she  is  governed,  cannot  be  questioned  without  a  de- 
nial of  the  foundation  on  which  a  republican  government  is  professedly 
based.  If  woman  is  made  a  subject  of  the  laws  in  her  person  and  pro- 
perty ;  if  she  can  be  punished  by  fines,  imprisonment  and  death,  surely 
her  right  to  have  a  voice  in  their  enactment  cannot  be  questioned. 

Were  the  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise,  or  the  performance  of  le- 
gistatire  duties,  necessarily  connected  with  the  scenes  of  strife  and  bru- 
tality which  have  sadly  disgraced  our  election  grounds,  and  legislative 
halls;  or  did  they  require  the  indulgence  of  the  party  strife  and  intrigue, 
80  much  practised  by  professed  politicians ;  the  propriety  of  woman's 
engaging  in  politics  might  be  justiy  questioned. 

If  it  be  true  that  the  basis  of  government  is  a  "  perfect  system  of 
nuNral  and  mental  philosophy,"  the  duties  we  owe  and  the  rights  we  hold 
with  reapect  to  each  other  are  matters  of  natural  law  and  Divine  con- 
stitution, and  therefore  not  necessarily  connected  with  any  degrading 
tendency.  The  abuses  of  government,  which  have  become  so  glaring  in 
oar  country,  have  been  increased,  no  doubt,  by  man's  separating  him- 
self from  woman,  in  the  performance  of  these  high  duties ;  for  is  it  not 
plain,  that  the  exclusion  of  half  the  human  family  from  the  right  to  pa]> 
ticipate  in  such  responsibilities  must  produce  discord,  as  the  loss  of  a 
i^eel  in  machinery  necessarily  destroys  the  equilibrium  of  its  motion  ? 

In  proportion  as  we  approximate  to  the  true  administration  of  politi- 
cal science,  the  prosperity  and  general  harmony  of  society  will  be  in- 
creased. Let  woman  be  admitted  to  her  rightful  part  with  man  in  the 
administration  of  civil  government,  and  it  is  not  too  much  to  expect  that 
her  moral  influence  and  refinement  would  prevent  those  scenes  which 
have  hitherto  disj^aced  our  national  councils,  and  made  election  days 
occasions  of  riotous  disturbances  and  vice. 

In  the  language  of  A.  G.  Wbld,  "  The  world  has  yet  to  write  and  read 
the  record  of  woman's  deeds.  As  a  mother,  wife,  daughter,  sister,  her 
histoty  is  known  by  heart :  and  along  the  lower  walks  of  life,  and  the 
hidd^  patha  of  sorrow,  her  ncoseleBS  step  has  left  the  footprints  of  blood. 
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Man  has  promulgated  the  doctrine,  that  office  sanctifies  the  incumbent, 
and  consecrates  the  deed ;  but  Truth  is  the  only  sanctifier,  fitness  for 
office  the  only  anointing  oil.  Thank  God  I  this  is  being  flilly  imderstood 
before  the  Political  Rights  of  women  are  being  acknowledged.  Office 
has  been  sought  hitherto  mainly  from  motives  of  low  ambition  and  pe* 
cuniary  profit  The  exaltation  ci  self  has  been  preferred  to  the  rights 
and  the  good  of  the  many. 

"  The  human  mind  is  now  being  developed  up  to  a  true  appreciation 
of  rights,  around  .the  entire  circle  of  human  relations.  When  these  are 
fully  comprehended,  the  high  places  of  power  will  be  graded  down,  and 
the  low  places  of  oppression  will  be  filled  up  by  the  aid  of  this  new 
spirit-level.  Hitherto  men  have  courted  office,  they  have  cringed  and 
fawned  and  knuckled  and  licked  the  dust,  to  obtain  it ;  often  bujring  it 
by  the  basest  surrender  of  principle  and  manhood.  The  time  is  coming 
when  office  shall  cast  these  unworthy  ones  headlong,  and  shall  court  the 
true  nobility  of  earth." 

As  proof  of  woman's  ability  to  perform  her  share  in  the  various  de- 
partments of  life,  we  might  point  out  many  examples  of  success  in  dif- 
ferent situations,  where  even  now  she  struggles  under  all  the  hindrances 
which  society  imposes,  and  performs  with  patient  endurance,  not  only  a 
large  amount  of  physical  labor,  but  at  the  same  time  exerts  a  tact  in  the 
arrangement  of  business,  excelled  by  few  men :  and  through  the  carea 
and  anxiety,  the  toil  and  exposure  incident  to  the  accomplishment  of  her 
needs,  she  maintains  her  female  delicacy  and  womanly  propriety. 

Woman  has  made  discoveries  in  astronomy,  useful  inventions  in  me- 
chanics, and  performed  hand-work  in  various  branches  of  industrial  oc- 
cupation, and  thus  demonstrated  that  she  is  worthy  to  be  left  free  to  ac- 
quire useful  knowledge  and  choose  her  own  ealling.  And  is  it  not  a  gen- 
enlly  admitted  fact,  that  where  she  is  permitted  to  obtain  the  highest 
intellectual  and  moral  culture,  the  people  are  the  most  virtuous,  wise, 
and  happy? 

Is  not  she  whose  physical  and  mental  powers  are  fully  developed, 
whose  reason  and  judgment  are  matured  by  culture  and  experience,  bet- 
ter qualified  by  her  acquirements  to  fulfil  her  duty  in  any  situation  in 
which  she  may  be  placed  ?  The  woman  who  is  fully  awake  to  the  re- 
sponsibilities which  rest  upon  her  as  a  moral,  intelligent,  accountable 
being,  will  find  full  scope  for  her  thoughts  and  energies  in  the  practical 
working  out  of  some  high  purpose,  whether  it  be  in  pursuing  the  study 
of  the  abstruse  sciences,  in  applying  the  mechanical  principles  to  usefiil 
inventions,  in  engaging  in  some  active  occupation,  in  assisting  to  enact 
just  laws,  in  preaching  the  gospel  of  peace  and  love  to  the  people,  or  in 
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the  raponnble  position  of  mother,  trainiiig  up  sods  and  daughters  to 
▼irtne  and  usefolness. 

in  the  appKoation  of  these  general  views  npon  woman's  improve- 
menty  there  can  be  no  antagonism  to  man's  true  interests.  It  has  been 
JQstly  said-* 

"The  woman's  canse  is  man's; 
They  rise  or  sink  together." 

Upnght  mothers,  other  things  being  equal,  will  make  upright  sons;  the 
complement  of  good  in  each  will  fill  up  the  whole  measure  of  good  in 
all,  and  increase  the  general  harmony  of  society  by  unfolding  that  hap- 
piness, which,  in  the  order  of  nature,  seems  so  clearly  designed  for  us  by 
our  Creator. 

Signed  on  behalf  and  by  direction  of  the  Pennsylvania  Yearly 
Meeting  of  Fri^d8,flfdi  month,  1853. 

SIDNEY  PEIRCE,  )  ^   ,  ^ 

JOSEPH  A.  DUGDALE,  f  ^^^'^^ 


TOBACCO. 

In  our  efforts  to  advance  to  a  higher  and  truer  life,  it  is  of  the  ut- 
most importance  that  we  should  investigate  the  laws  of  our  physical  na- 
toe,  since  upon  obedience  to  those  laws  depends,  in  no  small  degree,  the 
healthful  action  of  the  mind.  It  is  also  incumbent  upon  us  to  look 
dosely  into  the  personal  habits  and  social  customs  prevailing  among  our- 
selves and  in  the  community  generally,  that  we  may  be  prepared  to  bear 
our  testimony  against  whatever  practice  is  calculated  to  debase  either 
the  body  or  the  mind,  or  that  may  be  shown  to  be  inconsistent  with 
that  refinement  and  moral  purity  which  an  association  like  ours  should 
seek  to  cherish  and  promote. 

Among  the  worst  evils  of  our  day,  we  must  rank  the  widely  preva- 
lent use  of  Tobacco.  It  is  the  cherished  idol  of  a  large  portion  of  the 
people.  Before  its  polluted  shrine  mxdtitudes  of  eyery  rank  delight  to 
pay  homage,  fix>m  those  who  claim  to  be  the  authorized  messengers  of 
truth  to  their  fellow-men,  to  the  felons  who  suffer  the  penalty  of  violated 
human  law ;  from  the  man  of  gray  hairs  to  the  child  of  tender  age, 
and  from  those  who  dwell  in  the  abodes  of  luxury  to  the  beggars  in  our 
streets.* 

There  is  much  ignorance  in  the  community  as  to  the  effects  pro- 
duced by  tobacco  upon  bodily  health.  It  is,  according  to  the  highest 
medical  authority,  extremely  insidious  in  it^  influence.  It  performs  its 
work  of  ruin  secretly,  and  almost  imperceptibly.  Dr.  L.  B.  Cowles,  of 
Boston,  in  a  volume  recently  published,  bears  this  testimony :    *^  Tobacco 
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is  a  narcotic  stimulant  Its  character  in  this  respect  resembles  opiiin^ 
but  it  possesses  greater  power  in  the  same  form.  It  gives  an  unhealthy 
stimulus  to  the  brain  and  nervous  system,  which  is  £:^owe(l  by  a  narcotic 
or  deadening  influence.^'  The  experience  of  those  who  have  been  brought 
in  subjection  to  its  power  will,  no  doubt,  confirm  this  and  other 
equally  explicit  medical  authority.  Let  an  individual  who  has  long  been 
habituated  to  this  stimulant  deny  himself  of  its  use  for  a  brief  time,  and 
the  ^ects  produced  by  it  upon  his  constitution  will  become  apparent 
Hie  nervous  system  will  be  found  to  be  prostrated,  the  muscular  power 
diminished,  the  memoiy  impaired,  the  mind  enfeebled,  and  the  moral 
faculties  beclouded.  The  person  thus  situated  will  perhaps  feel  that 
life  is  of  little  worth,  unless  cheered  and  enlivened  by  the  fumes  or  juice 
of  his  favorite  weed. 

It  is  acknowledged  by  all  that  the  condition  of  the  brain  is  insepara- 
bly connected  with  the  intellect,  and  that  organ,  by  the  constant  use 
of  tobacco,  becomes  eventually  so  paralyzed,  that  veiy  little  mental 
effort  can  be  made  without  its  exciting  influence.  The  writer  before 
quoted  remarks :  "  One  injury  which  the  mind  sustains  from  the  use  of 
this  excitant,  is  a  diminution  of  self-government,  self-respect,  and  moral 
courage.  This  habit  more  completely  enslaves  the  mind  than  any  other 
to  which  human  nature  is  addicted."  This  is  testimony  which  it  becomes 
all  those  addicted  to  this  practice  to  consider  and  heed.  Especially 
should  it  command  the  attention  of  those  who  profess  to  be  reformers,  or 
who  have  children  to  be  influenced  by  their  daily  example. 

The  pecuniary,  waste  resulting  from  the  use  of  Uiis  narcotic  stimulant,  is 
also  worthy  of  serious  consideration.  It  appears  from  the  last  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  that  $20,000,000  are  an- 
nually expended  for  this  pernicious  weed.  This  sum  is  equal  to  the  value 
of  our  entire  export  of  wheat !  It  is  believed  that  one-fourth  of  this  sum 
(15,000,000)  is  expended  by  professing  Christians,  who  profess  to  have 
crucified  the  world  wiih  its  affections  and  lusts !  How  can  they  answer 
to  their  own  consciences  for  this  waste,  and  worse  than  waste,  of  means 
which  they  are  bound  to  consecrate  to  the  welfare  of  the  human  family ! 
Individuals  may  say,  ^  The  sum  I  expend  in  this  way  contributes  little 
towards  the  great  amount;"  but  as  the  torrent  that  sweeps  away  pro- 
perty and  life  is  composed  of  drops,  so  is  this  vast  sum,  all  of  which  is 
needed  for  benevolent  and  charitable  uses,  made  up  entirely  of  the  com- 
paratively small  contributions  of  individuals. 

The  evils  of  tobacco  are  not  confined,  moreover,  to  one  generation, 
but  go  down  from  parent  to  child  by  the  laws  of  hereditary  descent 
Habits  that  d^prade  the  body  also  degrade  the  soul,  and  man*s  moral 
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tastes  rise  or  fall  accc^ding  as  Ids  physical  habits  are  vulgar  or  refined, 
and  once  men  are  liable  to  transmit  to  their  posterity  the  elements  of 
their  own  character,  whether  good  or  bad,  a  feaifiil  responsibility  rests 
upon  them  in  this  particular. 

While  we  would  remonstrate  with  fidelity  and  earnestness  against 
this  wrong,  which  so  many  perpetrate  against  their  own  nature,  we 
would  not  fail  to  remember  that  guilt  k  always  in  proportion  to  ^e 
amount  of  light  enjoyed,  and  to  the  means  of  obtaining  knowledge.  If 
we  have  been  led  to  see  more  clearly  than  others,  the  evils  of  tobacco,  we 
would  not  too  severely  condemn  those  whose  minds  are  yet  compara- 
tively unenlightened.  We  would  throw  aroimd  them  the  light  of  truth, 
and  by  loving-kmdness  seek  to  draw  them  from  a  practice  injurious  to 
the  health  of  the  body  and  the  purity  of  the  soul  We  would  say  to  the 
consumes  of  tobacco,  as  to  the  deluded  inebriate,  ^  Touch  not,  taste  not, 
handle  not  the  unclean  thing,  lest  you  be  brought  into  a  bondage  from 
which  you  vdU  not  find  strength  to  make  your  escape.  Keep  yourselves 
free  from  a  habit  that  obstructs  your  efforts  at  self-improvement,  and 
impairs  your  power  of  doing  good  to  your  fellow-men." 

Signed  by  direction  and  on  behalf  of  the  Pennsylvania  Yearly 
Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends. 

fifth  month,  1858. 
SroNEY  PEIRCE,  )  ^,^ 

JOSEPH  A.  DUGDALE,  \  ^^^*- 


CAPITAL  PUNISHMENT. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  qf  Representatvoee  of  the  Commonwealih  of 

Fenmyhania, 
This  meeting  having  been  led  into  deep  exercise  in  relation  to  certain 
laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  whereby  the  penalty  of  death  is  inflicted 
upon  the  poor  misguided  murderer;  we  feel  constrained  in  the  love  of  the 
truth  to  intercede,  not  only  for  the  highest  interest  of  the  condemned 
crimina],  who  yet  may  be  within  the  pale  of  God's  providence  of  regene- 
ration, but  also  for  the  good  of  the  whole  people,  all  history  having 
demonstrated  the  frightful  consequences,  the  ruinous  policy,  and  tiie 
.entire  inefficiency  of  the  death-penalty  as  a  prerentive  of  crime. 

We  therefore  earnestly  beseech  your  bodies  to  substitute  in  the  place 
of  death,  some  means  of  prevention  more  in  accordance  vdth  the  Christian 
precepts,  and  the  advancing  spirit  of  the  age. 

Signed  in  and  on  behalf  of  the  Pennsylvania  Yearly  Meeting  of  Pro- 
gresave  Friends,  held  at  Old  Kennett,  Chester  county,  by  ac|joumments, 
frtnn  the  22d  to  the  25th  of  Fifth  month,  1858,  inoluMve. 

SIDNEY  PEERCE,  )  rjj^^ 

JOSEPH  A.  DUGDALE,  J  ^^'"' 
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LETTERS. 


FROM  THE  WESTERN  QUARTERLY  HEEmKG. 
To  the  General  Beligioue  Car^erefyce  to  he  held  at  Old  Kennett: 

At  the  Western  Quarterly  Meeting  held  at  Eennett  Sqnare,  the  28d  of 
Fourth  month,  1858. 

The  Olerks  are  requested  to  furnish  the  approaching  Oonferenoe,  to  be 
held  at  Old  Kennett,  on  the  23d  of  next  month,  with  a  copy  of  the  Re- 
port made  to  this  meeting,  by  onr  Representatives,  appointed  to  attend 
the  Yearly  Meeting  held  in  Philadelphia,  in  the  Hfth  month  of  last  year. 
Extracted  from  the  minutes. 

DINAH  MENBENHALL, }  m^^v- 
WM.  BARNARD,  (  ^^®^"- 

REPORT. 

We,  the  Repre^Bntatives^pointedbythe  Western  Quarterly  Meeting, 
held  by  a^oomment  at  Kennett  Square,  to  attend  the  last  Yearly  Meet- 
ing of  Friends,  held  at  Philadelphia,  report : 

That  we  all  attended  and  fnrnidbed  that  body  with  the  Report  of  this 
meeting;  and  though  laid  upon  the  table  before  the  opeidng  minute  was 
read,  no  attention  was  paid  to  it  till  all  the  other  quarters  were  noticed 
and  their  Representatives  called,  the  ones  from  London  Grove  included, 
thus  oommittmg  ^e  Yearly  Meeting  to  a  recognition  of  that  bod^,  before 
being  informed  of  the  separation  which  had  taken  place  therein.  The 
OlerK  then  verbally  informed  the  meeting  of  our  report  being  present,  whidi 
was  not  read,  and  notwithstanding  our  earnest  remonstrance  to  the  contra- 
ry, was  referred  to  the  consideration  of  those  Representatives  whose  names 
liadbeen  called ;  thereby  constituting  one  party  In  the  controversy  umpire 
in  the  case,  and  excluding  the  other.  Three  of  our  number  met  with  Uie 
other  Representatives,  hoping  to  find  the  common  justice  of  hearing  botili 
sides  before  deciding  upon  a  controverted  question.  But  the  dominant 
party  opposed  our  being  present,  and  reported  against  reading  our  docu- 
ment, which  was  sanctioned  by  the  ruling  influence  in  the  meeting;  thus 
Judging  our  case  by  ex  parte  and  interested  evidence,  and  condemning  us 
unheard  and  untried. 

We  also  report,  that  efforts  were  made  to  prevent  our  entering  the 
house  in  which  the  meeting  was  convened.    One  of  our  number  was  so 
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rudely  assailed  that  he  thought  best  to  retire.  Entertaining  no  hopes  of  a 
hearing,  or  of  having  onr  rights  acknowledged  by  a  body,  with  snch  a 
manifest  departure  of  very  many  of  those  who  assume  to  bear  mie  therein 
fixHn  its  ancient  Christian  democracy,  its  simplidtv  of  Ohnrch  order,  its 
integrity  of  principle,  its  onoompromising  testmionies  against  the  popnlar 
evils  of  the  Umee,  we  are  united  in  believing  that  the  nsefolness  and  so- 
lemnity of  onr  religions  meetings,  the  blessings  of  a  firee  Gk>spel  ministry, 
nnshaekled  by  human  authority,  the  preservation  of  our  religious  liberties, 
the  advancement  of  our  Ohristian  testimonies,  and  the  prosperity  of  truth, 
so  &r  as  it  is  connected  with  our  labors,  depend  upon  instituting  a  Yearly 
Meeting  for  ourselves  of  such  a  character  as  the  present  crisis  demands. 

JONATHAN  LAMBORN, 
WILLIAM  BARNARD, 
10th  Month,  80th,  1852.  EUSEBIUS  BARNARD. 


FROM  THE  SALEM  (OHIO)  QUARTERLY  MEETING. 

IpiBntvt/rom  Salem  Quarterly  Meeting  of  Progresehe  Friends^  held  at 
Fairmount^  Sta^h  County^  Ohio^  to  the  Conference  to  be  held  at  Old  Ken- 
nett,  Chester  County^  Penneylvania. 

Deas  Feundb  : — ^It  was  with  much  pleasure  that  we  saw  a  Call  issued  for 
^a  Oonveution  to  be  held  in  Chester  County,  Pa.,  similar  to  one  that  was 
held  at  Salem  last  fyH.  Influenced  by  a  spirit  of  love  to  address  you  from 
this  distant  meeting,  we  feel  desirous  of  offering  you  some  encouragement 
to  persevere  in  your  efforts  to  form  an  association,  the  object  of  which  will 
be  the  good  of  humanity  and  the  elevation  of  the  human  race. 

Man.  we  know,  is  by  nature  a  religious,  moral  and  social  being.  His 
social  feelings  lead  him  to  desire  and  seek  co-operation  in  his  religious  and 
moral  capacity.  Therefore  it  is  both  natural  and  desirable  that  we  meet 
and  form  associations  for  the  cultivation  and  development  of  those  higher 
fiiculties  of  which  the  soul  is  susceptible.  Man  is  the  noblest  of  all  wd^B 
works ;  then  what  higher,  nobler  work  has  he  to  do  i^an  to  stud^  him* 
self,  and  aim  as  near  as  pcSssible  to  fulfil  the  great  design  of  his  existence, 
and  become  what  God  intended  he  should  be,  a  little  lower  than  the  an- 
gels ?  The  benevolent  heart  feels  pained  at  beholding  this  nature  pervert- 
ed, at  seeing  ofbtimes  the  wrong  displacing  the  rieht ;  creeds,  churches, 
and  time-sanctioned  errors  more  reverenced  than  ^e  simple  faith  of  the 
true  followers  of  Christ. 

Slavery,  which  embraces  all  forms  of  oppression,  and  enslavement  to 
every  vice,  is  abroad  all  over  our  land,  and  is  crying  aloud  for  redress.  But, 
dear  friends,  be  encouraged.  Here  and  there,  in  the  East  and  in  the  West, 
in  the  North  and  in  the  South,  are  also  rising  up  true  men  and  women, 
whose  noble  hearts,  and  earnest,  faithful  voices  are  proclaiming  liberty  to 
the  captive,  peace  and  good  will  to  man.  These  bugle  notes  of  love  and 
truth  are  heralds  of  the  good  time  coming,  ^^  when  swords  shall  be  beaten 
into  ploughshares,  and  spears  into  pruning  hooks."  The  right  wiU  yet  pre- 
vail. Progression  is  written  on  every  passing  moment  too  visibly  to  be 
mistaken.  Pr^udioe  and  bigotry  will  have  to  be  uprooted.  Ignorance 
and  superstition  will  have  to  be  displaced  by  knowledge  and  virtue.  Yet 
all  these  the  faithful,  true  reformer  can  accomplish,  and  truth  will  shine 
fortii  beantiftLl  as  the  evening  sun. 

Let  him  who  would  know  his  own  nature,  and  the  relation  he  stands 
in  to  his  Creator  and  to  his  fellow-man,  direct  his  study  to  those  ever-liv- 
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ing  revelations  of  the  purpose  and  -will  of  Heaven,  that  are  open  to  all  man- 
kind  alike,  in  the  works  of  creation.  He  who  contemplates  the  Deity  in 
His  works  will  feel  ever  oonsoions  of  His  immediate  presence.  The  love 
that  breathes  thronghont  will  inspire  him  with  kindred  goodness.  '^  Ask 
instruction  of  earth ;  troth  flows  from  every  rill ;  a  rich  maxim  sparkles 
in  every  dew  drop;  the  clustered  fruit  proclaims  a  bounteous  Providence; 
each  mated  pair  breathes  a  lesson  of  love ;  the  warblers  of  the  grove  com- 
mend us  to  cheerfulness  and  an  innocent  heart ;  each  bush  whispers,  God 
is  here,  and  here,  and  here."  From  the  far-off  mountains  and  the  deep 
caverns  of  earth  booms  back  the  echo,  here  I  God  is  the  wise,  the  power- 
ful, and  the  good.  From  all  around,  the  flowery  earth,  Uie  rippling  water, 
and  the  ambient  air,  comes  a  still  voice  breathing  rich  instruction  to  the 
listening  heart 

With  an  earnest  desire  that  love  and  unity  may  prevail  throughout 
your  sittings,  we  remain  your  friends. 

Signed  in  and  on  behuf  of  the  aforesaid  Quarterly  Meeting, 

ELI  GARRETSON,     )  p,^.     .    ,,     .  „ 
ESTHER  0.  HARRIS,  \  ^^^^M  the  day. 


FROM  EDWARD    HULL. 

NINX  PABTNES8,  DVOHSSS  OOTJNTT,  KSW-TOBK,  6  MO.  12,  1853. 

To  the  General  Conference^  to  he  held  at  OldEennett : 

Oonsidering  that  your  particular  attention  would  be  directed  towards 
the  signs  of  the  times  as  iudicating  the  progress  of  a  reform  or  change  in 
the  organization  and  discipline  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  whereby  we  shall 
be  made  more  in  harmony  with  the  spirit  of  the  age,  and  more  responsive 
to  the  wants  of  the  community ;  and  observing  that  in  the  Call  for  your 
Conference,  in  noticing  the  different  Associations  of  congenial  objects,  al- 
ready in  process  of  action  or  formation,  you  omitted  to  mention  Milton 
Yearly  Meeting,  I  thought  it  not  impertinent,  as  Olerk  of  that  meeting,  to 
call  your  attention  .to  i^  believing  the  circumstances  connected  with  its 
formation,  if  not  the  most  flattering,  may  yet  be  encouraging  to  you  on 
the  present  occasion,  and  may  bring  us  to  mind  as  objects  of  your  remem- 
brance, love  and  charity.    ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦  

EDWARD  HULL. 


FROM  THE  HOPEDALE  COMMUNITY. 

To  the  Friends  of  Human  Progress,  convened  in  "  General  Religious 
Conference"  at  Old  Eennett,  Chester  County,  Pennsylvania,  the  people 
associated  in  The  Eopedale  Community^  in  iOlford,  Worcester  County, 
Massachusetts,  send  salutations  of  Faith,  Hope  and  Charity. 

Eighly  eeteemed  Friends  and  Felloid-lahorera : 

It  is  not  convenient  for  us  to  assemble  with  you,  in  your  present  aus- 
picious gathering,  nor  to  be  represented  therein  by  chosen  delesates.  But 
the  public  annunciation  of  your  Conference,  and  its  excellent  objects,  have 
induced  us  to  express  our  interest  and  sympathy  in  your  movement  by  a 
brief  fraternal  epistle. 

We  rejoice  in  your  emancipation  from  the  bondage  of  Sectarianism, 
with  all  its  bigotry,  selfishness,  narrow.-mindedness,  traditionism,  super- 
stitions fear,  and  cankering  hostility  to  reform.    Stand  fast  in  the  liberty 
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wherewith  the  universal  Ohrist-spirit  of  Love  and  Wisdom  hatli  made  yon 
free.  In  this  glorions  liberty,  nothing  will  restrain  yon  from  recognizing 
an  who  do  the  will  of  yonr  Father  in  Heaven,  as  members  of  the  trne 
Church  of  the  Divine  Kingdom.  Nothing  will  restrain  the  ever-gushing 
inspirations  of  the  Holy  Spirit  within  you  from  promoting  the  real  progress 
of  the  human  race ;  by  testifying  truthfully  against  all  that  depraves  and 
imbrutes  it,  and  seconding  heartily  all  enterprises  for  its  reformation.  You 
will  be  free  to  embrace  truth  and  to  do  good,  wherever  God  may  lead  you, 
no  more  blinded  and  trammelled  by  the  fear  of  man,  nor  the  apprehen- 
flion  that  yon  are  endangering  the  quietude  of  the  chosen  few.  May  yon 
be  true  to  your  light,  and  faithM  to  that  love  which  embraces  the  whole 
brotherhood  of  man. 

We  rejoice  in  your  religiousness.  You  evince  a  wise  devotion  to  the  ex- 
ercise and  cultivation  of  yonr  religious  sentiment.  Yon  do  not  ignore  yonr 
Heavenly  Father,  and  thMe  most  sacred  of  all  relations,  wherein  the  cre- 
ated spirit  is  bound  to  the  Uncreated  Spirit,  by  love  and  worship,  and  filial 
confidence.  You  do  not  divorce  Humanity  from  Divinity,  nor  merge 
either  forgetfully  in  the  other.  You  do  not  cut  off  the  ties  which  formerly 
enslaved  you  to  the  errors,  follies  and  sins  of  a  sect,  merely  to  swing  off 
into  the  chaotic  limbo  of  skepticism,  indifferentism,  nothingananism  and 
irreligion.  If  you  liad  done  so,  all  your  liberty  would  have  been  in  vain. 
It  would  have  been  a  liberty  abused,  only  to  make  shipwreck  of  all  that 
was  precious  in  your  spiritual  being.  Let  not  the  bigotry,  superstition, 
hypCMcrisy,  puerile  formalities  and  ten  thousand  hateful  incidents  which 
have  disgusted  you  in  the  reli^ous  world,  disgust  you  with  pure  religion 
UseJf,  Withont  this  we  are  nothing,  and  can  accomplish  little  towards  the 
regeneration  of  mankind.  We  must  dwell  in  God,  and  He  in  us,  by  the 
Christ-Spirit,  in  order  to  realize  our  own  destiny,  or  to  make  any  deep  im- 
pression on  the  hearts  and  characters  of  our  fellow-creatures.  We  must 
recognize  an  Infinite  Parental  Spirit,  the  fountain  of  all  life,  love,  wisdom 
and  good.  We  must  recognize  the  essential  spirituality  of  our  own  and 
AH  intelligent  nature  throughout  the  infinity  of  worlds.  We  must  recog- 
nize Spiritual  and  moral  forces  as  the  most  interior,  powerful,  and  reliaoU 
onee  in  existence.  We  must  cherish  the  religious  element  of  our  being — 
the  faith,  the  hope,  the  charity,  which  carry  man  from  the  condition  of  a 
worm  to  the  ever  unfolding  glories  of  an  angel.  May  you  demonstrate, 
beaatifuUy  and  triumphantly,  by  a  sublime  religions  development  of  your 
whole  nature,  that  true  freedom  of  the  mind  and  true  godliness  are  con- 
genial companions  in  the  onwara  progress  of  man. 

We  rejoice  in  your  devotion  to  ^e  great  reforms  of  the  age.  They 
have  done  you  immense  good,  as  they  have  us.  You  see  that  they 
are  founded  in  the  cardinal  principles  of  Divinity  and  Humanity — ^in  love 
to  God  and  love  to  man,  in  truth,  justice,  mercy  and  charity.  You  see 
that  all  pretensions  to  religion,  to  philosophy,  to  philanthropy,  to  civil 
order,  to  political  equidity,  to  social  harmony,  are  hollow  and  superficial, 
when  they  compromise  with  Intemperance,  Slavery,  War,  Licentiousness, 
and  the  numerous  forms  of  organic  and  fashionable  wickedness  which  pre- 
vail in  the  world.  Therefore  your  testimonies  are  hold  and  ouUwohen 
agaimt  aU  tJiese  cibominatwM,  Your  bosoms  have  been  pamed  and  dia- 
gusted  beyond  measure,  to  find  how  little  the  great  m^ority  of  the  reputed 
pious,  saintly,  learned,  respectable,  and  infiuential  in  Church  and  State, 
care  for  tlie  Reforms  which  propose  the  abolition  of  these  terrible  wroncs, 
nay  worse,  how  inveterately  they  hate  them.  But  you  have  heard  the 
Divine  Voice  imperatively  sayihg  to  you,  "  Come  out  of  her,  my  people, 
that  ye  be  not  partakers  of  her  sins  and  her  plagues.''    May  you  obey 
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fearlessly  and  cheerfully  this  mandate  of  Heaven.  Tea,  "  Oome  out  from 
among  them,  and  be  ye  separate,  saith  the  Lord,  and  tonch  not  the  nnolean 
thing,  and  I  will  receive  yon,  and  will  be  a  Father  nnto  yon,  and  ye  shall  be 
my  sons  and  daughters,  s^th  the  Lord  Almighty."  ^^  What  fellowship 
hath  righteousness  with  unrighteousness?  and  what  communion  hath  light 
with  darkness?*'  TT^have  passed  through  these  experiences;  we  have 
discharged  these  duties,  we  are  free,  we  are  at  rest,  we  would  not  return  by 
the  way  whence  we  came,  for  all  the  boasted  advantages  of  Egypt  and 
Babylon  in  which  the  multitudes  delight.  There  is  a  better  country.  May 
you,  dear  friends,  struggle  manfully,  triumphantly,  and  gloriously  in  thu 
great  cause  of  human  regeneration.  Be  faithful  even  nnto  death,  and  ye 
shall  receive  the  promised  crown  of  life.  The  evils  against  which  yon  are 
making  your  protest  must  and  will  be  finally  overthrown.  May  yon  be 
faithful^  patient^  penecering^  honored  instruments  among  the  elect  of  God 
throughout  earth  and  heaven,  by  whom  the  way  of  the  Highest  shall  be 
prepared.  And  may  your  eyes  behold  cheering  advances  in  the  work  of 
humbling  the  hills,  exalting  the  valleys,  making  crooked  things  straight, 
rjDugh  iilaces  smooth,  and  darkness  light,  till  the  Divine  will  shall  be  done 
on  earth  as  it  is  in  Heaven. 

Finally,  we  rejoice  in  your  regard  for  the  social,  the  organic,  the  oon- 
Uruetive.  Ton  recognize  the  importance  of  being  aasociaied  togetJi&r.  Yon 
perceive  the  valuer  the  neces&it/y  of  muttuU  sympathy  and  e(hcperation. 
You  do  not  propose  to  oome  out  of  Babylon,  and  then  icatter  younelves  in 
the  wilderness  like  sheep  among  wolves.  Yon  are  not  mere  destrueHfWM. 
You  propose  tojhto  together^  to  socialize,  to  fhtternize,  to  be  united  in 
your  love  of  truth  and  righteousness,  to  co-operate  in  showing  a  more  ex- 
cellent way,  in  erecting  a  more  beautiful  social  temple.  This  is  noble. 
This  commands  our  respect.  This  draws  out  our  sympathy.  We  have  beheld 
with  sorrow  many  who  had  the  virtue  to  come  out  fh>m  an  adulterous 
and  corrupt  Church,  Society,  or  State,  but  had  not  the  virtue  and  wisdom 
to  unite  in  building  vp  cmy  thing  better.  Hence  they  have  ieattered  abrocid; 
they  have  been  famons  as  comets,  wandering  stars  in  their  eccentric  orbits, 
now  flaming  with  luminous  trails,  and  then  lost  in  unknown  regions  of 
the  immense  waste.  We  are  looking  to  your  movement  with  hope,  because 
it  has  a  positive  pole,  a  constructive  side,  a  social  aspect,  an  organic  pro- 
mise. If  yon  can  flow  together  in  love,  and  can  unitedly  exhibit  to  your 
enemies  and  the  gazing  world  a  people  really  much  better,  more  useful 
and  happy  than  the  societies  from  which  you  came  out,  then,  indeed,  will 
your  victory  be  conclusive.  But  i^  unfortunately,  you  should  find  it  no 
easier  to  be  united  religiously  and  intimately  with  each  other  than  with 
those  you  leave  behind;  if  you  should  feel  obliged  to  take  refoge  in  dis- 
tance J^om  each  other,  in  isolation,  in  no-organization,  in  greater  indivi- 
du^m,  in  repellent  eecentricitiee ;  then,  alasl  you  will  have  shamed  all 
your  sublime  principles,  and  incontestably  demonstrated  the  impracticable 
nature  of  your  reformatory  measnres.  Truth  and  love  tend  to  union.  Er- 
ror and  selfishness  tend  to  discord  and  mutual  repulsion.  It  was  the 
prayer  of  the  holy  Jesus  that  his  disciples  might  ^^be  one  as  he  and  the 
±*ather  were  one.  And  by  this,"  says  he,  ^^  shall  all  men  know  that  ye 
are  my  disciples,  if  ye  have  love  one  for  another." 

Permit  us,  beloved  friends,  to  oommend  to  you  most  earnestly  and  af- 
fectionately the  importance  of  associating  yourselves  &r  more  intimately, 
unselfishly,  equitably  and  effectively,  ihssx  the  sectarians  of  the  popular 
Church  have  ever  done.  Have  you  not  higher  and  purer  fundamental 
principles  than  they  ?  Has  not  your  Heaveidy  Father  given  you  clearly  to 
see  how  those  principles  should  be  applied  to  all  the  relations  of  hfe  ? 
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Make  them  then  the  basis  of  a  new  and  higher  order  of  society.  Apply 
&em  to  your  social  relations,  and  to  all  yonr  interests  with  equal  fidelity. 
Are  yon  not  called  to  a  nobler  demonstration  of  Practical  Christianity 
tiian  can  be  given  in  the  old  forms  of  society  ? 

Pardon  ns,  who  have  seen  this  work  berore  ns,  and  have  entered  snc- 
cessfhUy  into  its  requirements,  and  are  already  enjoying  many  of  its  good 
results,  for  presuming  to  urge  these  suggestions  upon  your  consideration. 
As  practical  Ohristian  Bocicdists,  we  could  not  refhun  from  some  slight 
eipression,  at  least,  of  our  deep  convictions  on  this  subject  We  have  no 
wi^  to  dictate,  over-urge,  argue,  or  explain.  We  merely  suggest  and  in- 
dicate. We  do  not  expect  o?  you  mature  and  decisive  action  towards 
the  establishment  of  local  practical  Christian  Communities  at  present ; 
but  it  will  be  ezceedin^y  g*'atifying  to  us,  should  vour  honest  convictions 
BO  fiir  harmonize  with  ours  as  to  induce  a  favorable  expresdon  in  respect 
to  such  undertakings.  They  are  difficult  of  accomplishment,  in  pr6portion 
to  their  vast  importance,  and  are  not  to  be  attempted  by  rash  or  ill-ad- 
vised or  incoherent  processes.  But  that  they  ought  to  be  instituted,  and 
are  indispensable  to  human  redemption,  and  that  they  will  be  established 
&r  and  wide,  early  in  the  course  of  coming  events,  we  are  profoundly  im- 
pressed. Nevertheless,  let  every  one  be  fully  persuaded  in  his  own  mind. 
The  spirit  of  Truth  gnideth  tiie  sincere  and  faithful  into  all  Troth.  By 
this  Holy  Spirit  we  have  confidence  that  you  are  seeking  to  be  directed 
in  all  the  bearings  of  your  great  regenerative  movement.  We  therefore 
tender  to  you  these  frank  and  cordiid  expressions  of  our  regard  and  sym- 
pathy, awaiting  such  a  response  as  you  can  truthfully  and  conscientiously 
return. 

'*  Ifay  the  grace  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  love  of  God,  and 
the  communion  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  be  with  you  all.*'    Farewell. 

The  foregoing  Epistle  having  been  read  in  regular  meeting  of  The 
Hopedale  Community,  May  16,  1858,  was  unanimously  approved  and  or- 
derod  to  be  subscribed  by  the  President  and  Recorder. 

EBENEZER  D.  DRAPER,  President. 
Mabt  a.  Walden,  Beeorder. 


FROM  THEODORE  PARKER. 

Boston,  2d  May,  1858. 

Dkab  Fbiekd  :  I  rejoice  in  your  movement  for  real  religion.  It  seems 
strange  that  men  make  such  a  mystery  of  religion,  when  itself  is  so  simple. 
There  is  only  one  religion  in  the  world ;  it  consists  of  two  elements,  name- 
ly: PiKTT,  the  Love  of  God,  the  poetic  element,  purely  internal;  and 
MoBAXTTT,  the  keeping  of  the  natural  Laws  of  God  for  body  and  soul,  in 
an  departments  of  numan  life. 

There  are  various  helps  to  the  acquisition  of  this  one  religion,  and  va- 
rious hindrances  with  the  name  of  helps — bad  machinery  which  men  have 
set  up  to  manufsusture  religion  withal,  and  various  theories  about  religion 
— various  theologies,  still  there  is  only  oziTS  religion. 

Of  this  the  Jew  has  some,  the  Hindoo,  Mohammedan,  Idolater,  Chris- 
tian, each  has  some.  Ko  sect  has  all ;  no  race  of  men  is  wholly  destitute 
of  religion. 

The  great  error  of  all  the  Christian  sects  at  the  present  day,  I  take  it, 
is  this : — ^Ist,  they  start  with  the  idea  of  an  imperfect  Gody  a  God  who  is 
lealoQs^  selfish,  rev^igeful  and  destructive,  who  is  a  lyrant,  and  made  the 
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world  from  a  mean  motive,  and  hence  a  mean  purpose ;  3d,  they  start  witii 
the  notion  that  this  imperfect  God  has  made  a  miracuUmB  revslatum  of 
Himself  in  time,  (and  that  rcTelation  is  contained  in  the  Churchy  as  the 
Oatholics  say,  or  in  the  Bible^  as  the  Protestants  say,)  which  is  to  bind  all 
^e  human  race  forever,  and  is  the  nliimate  standard  of  appeal  in  all  mat- 
ters of  religion  (and  philosophy,  some  say). 

Then  out  of  these  two  notions  they  oonstmot  a  scheme  of  theology, 
which  is  at  variance  with  the  best  principles  of  human  nature,  and  teach 
it  in  the  name  of  Gk>d  and  religion. 

If  I  understand  it,  the  Progressive  Friends  will  start  with  the  idea  of 
the  Infinite  Perfection  of  God — that  He  is  perfect  in  Power,  in  Wisdom, 
in  Justice,  in  I^ve,  and  in  Holiness.  Then  they  will  take  the  Bible  for 
what  it  is  worth,  and  develope  religion  in  a  natural  way  cut  of  their  oton 
eoula.  I  rejoice  in  your  movement,  and  wish  I  could  be  present  with  you 
on  the  22d,  but  it  is  quite  impossible,  so  you  will  please  to  accept  my  best 
wishes,  and  believe  me  truly  yours, 

THEODORE  PARKER. 

JoBBPH  A.  DuoDALB,  for  the  Committee. 


FROM  J.  G.  FORMAN. 

Nantucket,  Mass.,  May  16th,  1858. 

Esteemed  Friends  :  I  have  read  the  circular  with  great  pleasure,  and 
entirely  concur  in  the  view  it  expresses  of  the  old  Church  orgauizations, 
based  on  systems  of  dogmatic  theology,  and  the  need  of  a  freer,  more 
attractive,  and  simple  Religious  Association,  based  on  practical  Christianity 
and  the  rights  of  human  nature. 

I  have  for  some  years  past  desired  to  see  a  movement  in  the  religious 
world,  that  would  unite  all  sincere  Christians  in  a  simple  declaration  of 
faith  in  God  as  a  universal  Father,  recognizing  the  brotherhood  of  the 
whole  human  family,  aud  the  binding  obligation  of  the  Golden  Rule, 
"  Whatsoever  ye  would  that  men  should  do  unto  you,  do  ye  even  so  unto 
them,"  so  well  expressed  in  the  Address  of  the  Ohio  Yearly  Meetiog  of  Pro- 
gressive Friends,  abandoning  all  other  tests  of  Christian  fellowship,  and  leav- 
ing to  every  man  and  every  woman  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  private  judg- 
ment, and  perfect  freedom  of  opinion  on  all  points  of  speculative  theology, 
in  all  interpretations  of  Scripture,  and  in  all  matters  of  conscience,  not 
conflicting  with  the  universal  principles  of  morality.  It  appears  to  me 
this  is  the  only  true  basis  of  that  Church  which  is  to  be  of  onefaith^  and 
one  spiritual  baptiem^  in  which  the  prayer  of  Jesus  is  to  be  answered,  that 
all  his  disciples  may  be  one  in  him.  as  he  was  one  with  the  Father,  the 
True,  the  Universal,  the  Holy  Catholic  Church. 

It  must  be  plain  to  the  understanding  of  every  one  who  will  rive  it  the 
least  consideration,  that  *^  creeds,"  and  ^^confes^ons  of  faith/'  and  all 
^^  doctrinal  bases,"  and  systems  of  ecclesiastical  government,  have  been 
frui^l  sources  of  schi^n,  and  strife,  and  practical  infidelity.  They  have 
been  fatal  to  the  spiritual  life  of  the  Churches,  and  rendered  them  apos- 
tate to  the  principles  of  justice,  mercy  and  truth,  which  Jesus  came  to 
establish  in  the  world,  until  the  greater  part  of  Protestant  Christendom 
has  taken  refuge  in  the  doctrine  of  *•*' justification  hy  faith  alonc,^^  to  which 
its  practice  corresponds;  religion  has  been  divorced  from  all  the  great  prac- 
tical concerns  of  life ;  its  heavenly  precepts  of  love  and  duty  have  been  made 
subordinate  to  systems  of  theology ;  the  worst  of  crimes  have  been  excused, 
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tolerated  and  jostified,  in  order  to  uphold  the  eoolesiaBtioal  polity  of  the 
Ghnrch,  and  promote  its  worldly  interests  at  the  expense  of  pare  and 
midefiled  religion ;  and  the  Son  of  God  has  heen  onioified  afresh  in  the 
persons  oi  millions  of  his  poor  oppressed  brethren.  This  is  indeed  the 
great  apostaoy,  the  anti-Ohnst  of  the  nineteenth  centnry. 

The  present  podtion  of  the  American  Chnrohes  on  the  subjects  of  War 
and  Slavery,  and  other  popular  sins,  their  direct  sanction  and  support,  in 
many  instances,  of  these  wicked  customs  and  practices,  and  in  others, 
their  criminal  silence  in  regard  to  them,  is  a  necessary  consequence  of  the 
fidse  relation  in  which  they  stand  to  the  fundamental  precepts  of  the 
Christian  religion.  Since  they  have  made  Articles  of  Belief,  and  systems 
of  eodesiastical  government,  and  ^^justification  by  faith  aUme^^^  and  out- 
ward oeremonies  paramount,  of  course  the  moral  truths  of  the  Gospel 
must  be  esteemed  of  secondary  importance,  which  corresponds  to  the 
actual  position  and  practice  of  the  Koman  Oatholic,  and  nearly  all  the 
Pirotestant  Chnrohes  of  this  country,  on  all  great  questions  that  a^ect  the 
moral  interests  and  happiness  of  mankind. 

That  the  leading  minds  of  these  various  denominations  do  not  see  that 
it  is  impossible  for  mankind  ever  to  agree  on  such  a  basis,  and  that  the 
Church  of  Christ  can  never  be  united,  nor  prevail  against  the  selfishness 
and  sin  of  the  world,  until  it  is  abandoned,  is  a  mystery.  Could  they  but 
see  that  it  is  only  on  moral  grounds,  and  not  on  theological,  that  the 
Church  of  Christ  is  to  be  built  up  into  a  Holy,  Catholic,  and  Universal 
Church,  the  conflict  with  the  world  successfully  maintained,  and  the  vic- 
tory won,  and  act  upon  tiiis  conviction,  happy  would  it  be  for  the  interests 
of  the  human  race.  The  unholy  alliance  between  an  apostate  Church  and 
corrupt  and  wicked  governments  and  institutions,  would  soon  be  dissolved, 
and  the  true  Church  of  Christ  appear  with  spotless  garments,  as  a  bride 
adorned  for  her  husband.  That  the  movement  which  you  are  carrying 
forward  among  the  Society  of  Friends  in  this  country,  may  teach  the 
American  Churches  this  lesson,  is  my  ardent  prayer.  I  wish  you  great 
success  in  your  endeavors,  and  assure  you  that  my  spirit  and  the  best 
sympathies  of  my  heart,  will  be  with  you  on  the  occasion  of  your  meet- 
ing ;  and  I  pray  the  Almighty  Father  that  all  your  deliberations  may  be 
conducted  in  wisdom,  adapted  to  the  great  work  of  a  moral  reformation 
in  this  land,  and  end  in  peace. 

That  I  may  not  appear  inconsistent  with  these  professions  in  the  posi- 
tion I  occupy,  I  wish  to  add  that  the  Church  of  which  I  am  the  pastor  in 
this  place,  is  strictiy  a  Congregational  Church,  independent  of  every  other, 
and  subject  to  no  ecclesiastical  rule  except  its  own.  It  has  no  creed, 
except  a  simple  declaration  of  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  as  a  teacher  of  truth 
and  righteousness,  leaving  every  person  free  to  interpret  those  teachings 
for  himself.  There  is  nothing  in  the  way  of  our  being  in  unity  and  cor- 
respondence with  such  a  religious  association  as  you  propose  to  organize 
in  Pennsylvania ;  and  I  am  sure  the  sympathies  of  a  large  portion  of  my 
congregation  will  be  with  you,  many  of  them  being  descendants  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  seceders  from  that  Society. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  for  me  still  ftirther  to  add,  that  even  with 
so  free  and  simple  an  organization  as  I  have  stated  my  Church  to  be,  we 
have  not  been  without  our  difficulties  on  the  great  question  of  the  present 
ag^  American  Slavery.  The  Society  was  formed  before  this  question 
had  become  the  great  issue  of  the  times,  and  its  members  were  attracted 
together  by  their  affinities  of  belief^  having  been  excluded  from  the  old 
Congregational  Churches,  of  tiie  orthodox  order,  which  have  always  had 
doctrinal  basis,  on  aooount  of  their  Unitarian  and  anti-sectarian  tendencies. 
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Thus  there  had  oome  to  be  in  our  congregation  wealthy  and  inflnential 
men,  members  of  the  old  political  organizations,  who  were  opposed  to 
ihe  tmth  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  and  we  have  just  passed  throng^  a 
struggle  in  which  they  endeavored  to  efEeot  my  removal,  on  account  ot 
my  testimonies  against  this  great  national  sin.  But  they  have  not  been 
successful,  and  some  of  them  have  left  us  and  gone  where  their  conscien- 
ces are  not  disturbed  on  that  subject.  I  am  well  sustiuned,  have  large  con* 
gregations,  and  find  an  increasing  willingness  amoug  the  people  to  bear  the 
truth. 

I  do  not  know  that  the  way  will  ever  be  opened  for  me  to  join  your 
movement  in  any  more  practical  manner.  It  is  not  in  man  that  walketh 
to  direct  his  steps.  But  my  sympathies  are  yery  strongly  with  you.  I 
hope  yet  to  see  all  sincere  Ohristians  coming  off  their  narrow  platforms 
and  standing  on  this  true  foundation,  where  all  can  unite  together  in  pro- 
moting the  practice  of  Christianity,  through  which  alone  the  sin  of  the 
world  can  be  taken  away,  and  the  Kingdom  of  God  be  established  on 
earth. 

Permit  me,  in  conclusion,  to  add  a  few  words  on  one  other  point,  the 
name  you  propose  to  bear,    Names  are  of  importance,  because  they  are 

fnerally  taken-  to  express  the  objects  or  principles  of  such  a  movement 
can  perceive  why  you  should  prefer  the  name  of  "  Progressive "  or 
"  Congregational  FViends,"  as  you,  who  bedn  this  movement,  have  sece- 
ded from  the  old  Societies  of  this  name.  iBut  is  it  capable  of  uniting  all 
those  who  are  leaving  the  various  sects,  and  are  ready  to  leave,  on  the 
same  ground,  and  I  am  persuaded  there  are  thousands  of  them,  like  my- 
self, sighing  for  such  a  movement?  Is  not  the  name  of  Friends  likely  to 
co^ne  it  too  much  to  that  denomination?  If  it  is  only  intended  to  ac- 
complish a  reformation  in  that  religious  body,  the  name  \s  well,  and  the 
harmony  of  tastes,  of  manners  and  customs,  and  the  name,  will  attract 
many  of  Uiem  to  you.  But  we  need  a  reform  that  will  sift  every  denom- 
ination in  the  land.  Sometimes  I  think  I  can  see  the  signs  of  such  a  re- 
formation approaching.  The  fields  look  already  white  to  the  harvest,  and 
we  are  only  waiting  for  a  Wickliffe,  a  Huss,  and  a  Luther,  to  rise  and  set 
it  in  motion.  The  principles  you  adopt  are  broad  enough  for  such  a 
movement.  It  seems  to  me  the  name  should  indicate  its  univenality^  as 
well  as  its  freedom  from  ecclesiastical  domination,  and  its  progressive 
tendencies. 

All  of  us  probably  recognize  the  relisious  element  in  man,  and  believe 
that  union  is  strength.  Therefore  the  ioea  of  religious  association  is  well 
founded,  and  can  be  made  a  most  powerfal  instrument  of  progress  and  re- 
form. As  moral,  reli^ous  and  social  beings,  we  need  such  associations  to 
quicken  the  spbitual  life  among  us,  to  maintain  religious  worship,  and 
provide  for  moral  and  religious  teaching,  both  for  ourselves  and  the  rising 
generation.  I  like  the  name  "  Congregational,''  so  far  as  it  expresses  the 
freedom  and  independence  of  the  Churches ;  but  the  other  part  of  the 
name  should  be  a  religious  term,  which  the  name  ^^  Friends  "  is  not,  and 
also  a  term  of  the  most  universal  signification.  I  think  the  name  ^^  Free," 
or  ^*  Reform  Congregational  Churches  "  would  be  well  adapted  to  express 
the  character  of  the  movement,  designating  them  by  nwnbere  and  locality^ 
as  for  instance,  ^^  The  First  Reform  Congregational  Church  in  Nantucket," 
and  the  whole  body  of  such  Churches  in  this  country  would  be  known  as 
the  Reform  Congregational  Churches  in  America.  Witiiin  certain  limits 
there  might  be  ^^  Yearly  "  and  "  Quarterly  "  meetings,  or  conventions,  for 
co-operation  and  sympathy,  and  in  each  Church  fVeedom  of  speech  to  all 
the  members,  and  also  a  regular  ministry.    Whenever  Proviclence  opens 
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the  way,  I  am  ready  to  ei^ter  on  the  work  of  an  evangelist  or  missionary  in 
bnilding  np  such  a  Ohnrch— one  that  shall  be  true  to  the  moral  teachings 
of  Jeeos,  me  tnie  and  heaven-sent  Keformer — trae  to  the  oanse  of  Ha- 
manity  and  Universal  Kighteonsnees,  of  Peace,  Temperance,  Progress, 
Troth  and  Liberty. 

Truly  your  friend  and  co-laborer  in  the  cause  of 

Beligion  and  Humanity, 

J.  G.  FORMAN. 


FROM   SAMUEL  J.  MAY. 

St&acubb,  May  17,  185S. 

Dkab  FfiiENi>B: — To  no  meeting  have  I  ever  been  invited,  in  the  object 
of  which  I  feel  a  deeper  interest,  than  the  one  you  will  be  holding  in  Old 
Kennett,  on  the  22d.  It  has  long  been  a  matter  of  sore  lamentation  with 
me,  that  so  many,  who  really  love  God  and  man,  should  be  alienated  from 
one  another,  and  refuse  to  co-operate,  because  they  are  not  agreed  upon 
questions  of  doubtfcil  disputation.  That  mere  sectarians,  those  whose 
pride,  passions  and  personal  importance,  if  not  livelihood,  are  pledged  to 
or  dependent  on  the  maintenance  of  certain  theological  dogmas,  by  which 
they  are  distinguished — ^that  tJiey  should  keep  apart,  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at,  nor  indeed  is  it  much  to  be  regretted;  for  they  would  come  together 
but  to  wrangle ;  they  subsist  but  upon  those  things  about  which  they  dis- 
agree. But,  that  men  and  women,  who  really  desire  that  God^s  kingdom 
should  come  uj^on  earth — really  desire  that  human  suffering  should  be  re- 
lieved, human  ignorance  enlightened,  that  vicious  men  should  be  reclahned, 
injured  men  redressed,  and  sorrowing  men  be  comforted, — that  such  as 
these  should  keep  apart,  where  united  effort  would  be  so  much  more 
effectual  to  the  ends  they  all  desire — that  they  should  look  coldly  upon 
one  another,  distrust  one  another,  and  allow  the  common  cause — the 
world's  redemption — ^to  languish,  rather  than  unite  to  carry  it  on — this  is 
indeed  a  sore  evil ;  and  it  is  worthy  of  all  the  consideration  you  propose 
to  give  it.  In  times  past  we  held  a  succession  of  meetings  in  Oentral  New- 
York,  the  object  of  which  was  the  same  as  yours.  Much  good,  I  believe, 
was  done  by  those  meetings,  because  many  enlarged,  generou^  Ohristian 
sentiments  and  principles  were  announcea,  and  eloquently  maintained  at 
them,  and  so  disseminated.  Those  meetings  were  interrupted  by  the  at- 
tempt to  take  a  fellow-man  from  our  very  midst  into  the  hell  of  Slavery ; 
and  now  that  the  Jerry  Rescue  case  is  pretty  well  settled,  we  mean  to  re- 
sume our  Christian  Union  Meetings. 

By  what  device  of  ours,  if  any,  the  evil  we  deplore  can  be  overcome, 
I  am  less  prepared  to  show,  than  I  am  to  show  up  the  evil  thing  itself. 

Not  by  any  organization,  any  new  Churoh,  will  the  union  be  effected. 
All  ecclesiastical  bodies  grow  and  subsist  upon  what  they  take  from  indi- 
viduals— and  sometimes  they  suck  into  themselves  all  the  blood  of  indivi- 
dual life. 

Now,  I  hold,  with  Dr.  Channing,  that  ^*  the  individual  is  greater  than 
the  Church,''  or  the  State.  And  Churches  and  States,  and  bodies  politic, 
ecclesiastical,  conventional  and  social,  of  everv  name,  are  valuable  only  so 
far  as  they  encourage  and  aid  the  growth  and  development  of  the  indivi- 
dual mind  and  heart.  Whenever  united  men  (let  the  object  of  their  union 
be  what  it  may)  overbear,  oppress,  discourage  the  individual  man,  they 
become  an  evil,  and  are  to  be  resisted. 

No  other  organization,  therefore,  of  those  who  may  enlist  in  this  Chris- 
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tian  Union  effort  will  be  needed,  or  would  be  good,  than  saoh  organization 
of  meetings  as  is  found  convenient  for  the  transaction  of  business  while 
together.  All  that  it  now  seems  to  me  we  can  do  to  attain  the  object,  to 
which  your  meeting  of  the  22d  calls  the  public  attention,  is,  to  keep  on 
exposing  the  evil  of  division  among  those  who  love  God  and  man,  and  the 
unspeakable  good  that  would  flow  from  greater  union — ail  the  while  avail- 
ing ourselves  of  every  opportunity  that  may  offer,  to  co-operate  heartily 
for  truth  and  righteousness  with  those  who  are  most  shv  of  us  on  doctri- 
nal or  ceremonud  matters,  that  they  may  be  made  to  Know  the  pleasure 
and  advantage  of  such  co-operation. 

I  w^ll  remember  that  in  the  first  years  of  the  Anti-Slavery  movement, 
those  who  became  so  much  interested  in  the  cause  of  the  enslaved  as  to  be 
willing  to  bear  the  reproach  of  abolitionists,  seemed  to  forget  that  they 
belonged  to  different  sects.  I  used  to  be  invited  (though  a  Unitarian)  to 
preach  in  Orthodox  pulpits,  and  to  commtme  with  Ormodox  Churches — 
and  I  received  from  several  brethren  of  "  the  straitest  sect"  some  precious 
confessions  of  the  joy  of  a  larger  fellowship  than  they  had  theretofore  been 
used  to. 

It  is  necessary,  more  than  all,  that  we  show  the  people  that  true  reli- 
gion does  not  abide  in  a  form  of  words,  however  ingeniously  devised  and 
logically  bound  together,  but  in  that  spirit  in  man  which  always  prefers 
what  is  true  to  what  is  false,  what  is  right  to  what  is  wrong,  the  law  of 
God  to  the  law  of  man.  It  is  necessary  men  should  be  brought  to  see  and 
own  that  a  theoretical  infidel,  who  is  a  good  man,  just,  merciful  and  hum- 
ble, (however  far  off  he  may  be,)  is  very  much  nearer  the  kingdom  of  Hea- 
ven, than  a  theoretical  Christian  (exact  though  he  be  in  all  external  ob- 
servances) who  is  oppressive,  uncharitable  or  proud.  He  is  most  of  a 
Christian  who  most  nearly  resembles  Christ  In  his  character — not  he  who 
cries  Lord,  Lord,  never  so  devoutly,  but  he  who  habitually  strives  to  do 
the  will  of  the  Father  in  Heaven. 

Yours,  affectionately, 
SAMUEL  J.  MAY. 

FROM    GEBRTT  SMITH. 

Peterboro',  N.  Y.,  April  9th,  1868. 

My  Dear  Fbibnd  :— Ihave  this  moment  read  your  letter,  and  also  the  cir- 
cular which  accompanied  it.    I  thank  you  for  both. 

I  know  that  I  should  be  greatly  instructed,  could  I  attend  the  meeting 
to  which  you  invite  me.  But  I  cannot  attend  it.  So  excessive  is  my  pri- 
vate business,  that  I  never  could  attend  a  large  share  of  the  meetings 
which  I  wished  to  attend.  Now,  however,  I  can  attend  none,  or  nearly 
none,  for  I  am  working  very  busily  to  get  my  business  into  such  a  shape 
that  I  can  leave  it  next  December,  the  time  when  I  have  to  take  my  seat 
in  Congress. 

I  hope  that  Heavenly  wisdom  may  guide  your  aflsembly. 

I  believe  in  a  Christian  Church,  but  not  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the 
word.  Wherever  there  is  a  company  of  Christians,  there  is  a  Christian 
Church.  My  doctrine  is,  that  the  Christians  of  the  place  are  the  Church 
of  the  place,  and  equally  so,  whether  they  are  Baptists,  or  Quakers,  or 
Presbyterians,  or  Roman  Catholics,  or  Methodists,  or  Universalists,  and 
equally  so,  too,  whether  they  do  or  do  not  believe  in  water  baptism,  or 
the  Lord's  supper,  or  the  Sabbath.  Sectarianism  is  the  greatest  curse 
of  the  world.    In  haste,  your  friend, 


To  JOSEPH  A*  DuGDALx,  of  the  Committee. 


GERBIT  SMITH. 
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FROM  THOa  WENTWORTH  HIGGINSON. 

WoBCESTBR,  May  20tli,  1858. 

Deab  8ib: — ^It  seems  to  me  that  no  thoughtful  and  religious  person  can 
help  seeing  that  we  stand  at  the  beginning  of  a  new  religious  dispensation. 
There  is  not  a  sect  in  the  land  which  does  not  lament  the  languor  of  its 
own  organization^  and  the  increasing  indififerenoe  of  its  members.  And 
every  sun  that  rises  sees  a  more  hearty  sympathy  among  good  men  of  all 
denominations.  Every  day  brings  together  new  thousands,  who,  ten  years 
ago,  thought  themselves  hopelessly  separated  from  religious  communion 
with  each  other.  \ 

I  know  of  no  illustration  strong  enough  to  express  the  rapidity  with 
which  the  way  seems  to  me  preparing  for  a  renovation  of  all  our  Chureh 
organizations. 

Two  principal  influences  seem  to  me  to  be  producing  this  efiect : 

1.  The  praotical  philanthropy  of  the  age  and  nation ;  since  no  healthy 
minded  man  can  coH>perate  with  men  of  different  creeds  and  connections 
in  any  reform,  without  coming  soon  to  take  the  praotical  agreement  for 
more  than  the  theoretical  separation. 

2.  The  development  of  such  various  forces  of  a  simple  Natural  Reli- 
gion, which,  strengUiened  by  the  ezperienoe  of  many  centuries,  and  espe- 
cially by  that  of  Jesus  and  his  friends,  is  at  length  prepared  to  abandon 
some  of  the  technicalities  and  tdl  of  the  assumed  in&Uibilities  which  have 
been  useful  as  a  temporary  stage  of  progress.  It  is  coming  to  be  seen  that 
inspiration  is  nothing  unless  it  is  near  and  now ; — that  the  deification  of 
Jesus  is  actually  a  robbery  from  humanity  of  its  noblest  representative  ;— 
and  that  the  case  becomes  even  worse  when  the  idolatry  is  transferred 
from  him  to  the  imperfect  records  of  his  life;  and  we  risk  the  peace  of 
mind  of  the  whole  race  on  the  literal  interpretation  of  the  wild  legends  of 
a  narrow,  fierce  and  imaginative  ancient  nation.  It  has  been  peculiarly 
sad  to  see  the  Christians  of  New  England,  and  the  Society  of  Friends 
throughout  the  country, — the  two  organizations  from  which  the  natural 
succession  of  religion  and  freedom  would  seem  to  proceed — to  see  both  of 
these  bodies  giving  in  their  adhesion  to  the  letter  which  kiHeth ;  and  then 
when  occasion  offered,  taking  up  the  work  of  killing  vrith  their  own  hands, 
and  attempting  to  murder  the  reputation  of  those  who  early  made  consis- 
tent appHoation  of  the  principles  which  were  origmally  committed  to 
them. 

I  am  thoroughly  convinced  by  the  experience  of  the  ^^Free  Ohurch  " 
in  this  city,  that  we  have  no  adequate  conception  of  the  number  who  are 
prepared,  or  preparing,  to  abandon  their  present  sectarian  connection  when- 
ever a  favorable  opportunity  shall  be  given.  I  am  acquainted  with  no  re- 
liffjous  meeting  so  absolutely  free  from  all  sectarian  bias  or  connection  as 
our  own,  except  the  Society  to  which  Theodore  Parker  ministers  in 
Boston,  and  the  remarkable  prosperity  of  these  two,  in  their  respective 
spheres,  is  a  proof  to  me  that  sucn  movements  in  our  large  towns  have  now 
Income  not  desirable  only,  but  altogether  practicable.  With  cordial  sym- 
pathy, I  am  your  friend, 

THOS.  WENTWORTH  HIGGINSON. 
To  J.  A.  DuGDAUB,  of  the  Committee. 
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FROM  WILLIAM  LLOYD  GARRISON. 

Boston,  May  19th,  1858. 

Belotsd  Friend  : — NotbiDg  keeps  me  from  your  gathering  of  free  and 
truth-loving  spirits,  to  assemble  at  Old  Kennett  on  the  22d  instant,  but 
the  close  proximity  of  the  New  England  Anti-Slavery  Convention. 

I  regard  your  meeting  as  one  of  deep  interest  and  universal  importance. 
Its  object,  as  set  forth  in  the  Call,  commends  itself  to  my  understanding 
and  my  heart.  It  is  to  form  a  model  religious  organization,  in  which  unity 
shall  be  attained  without  constraint, — ^the  spirit  of  progress  recognized  as 
without  limitation, — the  claims  of  humanity  made  paramount  to  all  other 
considerations, — and  free  speech  and  free  inquiry  conceded  as  the  right  of 
every  soul,  essential  to  growth  "  in  knowledge  and  in  grace,"  and  the  best 
preservative  against  heresy,  whether  real  or  imaginary. 

Whether  your  movement  be  successful  or  not,  it  is  worthy  of  commen- 
dation,— ^a  sign  of  the  times  equally  cheering  and  prophetic.  I  see  no 
insuperable  difficulty  in  the  way  of  success,  provided  the  truly  catholic 
spirit  evinced  in  the  Call  brood  over  and  pervade  your  deliberations.  Of 
course,  every  religious  association  will  be  what  its  members  are  collective- 
ly ;  if  they  are  upright,  fearless,  honest,  and  conservative,  so  will  it  be. 
The  greater  includes  the  less ;  the  stream  cannot  rise  higher  than  the  foun- 
tain. 

The  questions  naturally  arise, — How  shall  this  new  association  be  or- 
Mnized,  and  what  shall  be  its  claim  ?  Of  whom  shall  it  be  composed  ? 
What  shall  be  its  distinctive  object?  To  what  extent  shall  conformity  be 
required?  What  is  implied  by  connection  therewith  ?  And  what  shall  be  its 
creed  and  discipline? 

In  attempting  to  answer  these  questions  very  briefly,  (for  I  write  in 
haste,  being  straitened  as  to  time,  and  would  not  infringe  upon  that  of 
your  meeting,)  I  do  so  in  no  spirit  of  dogmatism,  but  with  all  deference  to 
the  opinion  of  others,  and  simply  as  an  expression  of  mv  own  sentiments. 

1.  ^^  How  shall  this  new  association  be  organized,  ana  what  shall  be  its 
claim?" 

I  answer — ^It  must  be  purely  voluntary,  withdrawal  from  which,  at  any 
time,  without  reproach,  shall  be  the  right  of  every  member.  It  must  lay 
claim  to  no  special  divinity.  It  must  not  indulge  the  idle  dream  of  per- 
petuating itself  from  age  to  a^e,  and  hence  make  its  safety  and  crowth 
the  chief  object  of  its  solicitude ;  for,  in  the  nature  of  things,  all  human 
agreements,  compacts,  alliances  and  organizations,  are  mutable,  and  tend 
to  decay.  It  must  be  regarded  simply  as  a  means  to  an  end — and  that 
end  the  personal  liberty  and  religious  improvement  of  every  human  being. 
It  must  not  predicate  any  thing  of  piety  or  philanthropy  upon  the  mere 
fact  of  membership ;  for  ^*  all  are  not  Israel  who  are  of  Israel." 

It  must  not  assume  to  be  the  one  true,  infallible  and  impeccable 
Church,  or  even  a  branch  of  it,  which  it  is  a  religions  duty  to  join,  and 
out  of  the  pale  of  which,  there  are  none  but  heretics.  It  must  not  go 
back  to  the  past — ^not  even  to  apostolic  times  and  usages — ^to  deter- 
mine what  shall  be  its  form  or  order ;  for  what  in  one  age  may  be  truly 
serviceable,  in  another  mav  prove  positively  detrimental. 

2.  ^*  Of  whom  shall  it  oe  com^)sed  ? "  It  must  recognise  no  distino- 
tion  as  to  complexion  or  sex.    "Whosoever  will  let  him  come." 

3.  "What shall  be  its  distinctive  object?"  Practical  righteousness; 
the  discovery  of  truth,  and  its  application  ("  without  partiidity  and  with- 
out hypocrisy  **)  to  individuals  and  communities,  to  customs  and  institu- 
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tioDS,  to  sects  and  parties ;  the  acknowledgment  of  the  Fatherhood  of  God 
and  the  Brotherhood  of  Man. 

i.  '^  To  what  extent  shall  conformity  be  requbed  ?  ^*  Not  in  matters  of 
taste  and  amnsement ;  not  in  a  distinctive  outward  garb  or  mode  of  speech ; 
not  in  theological  opinions ;  not  in  regard  to  religions  rites  or  ceremonies ; 
bat  only  an  approval  of  the  object,  in  the  promotion  of  which  every  hu- 
man being  has  an  everlasting  interest. 

6.  "  What  is  implied  by  connection  therewith  ? "  A  friendly  and  lov- 
ing spirit,  but  not  necessarily  an  indorsement  of  the  religions  character  or 
opinions  of  a  member ;  for  as  the  association  is  to  be  without  sectarian 
exdusiveness,  so  it  is  not  to  exercise  sectarian  discipline ;  and,  therefore, 
it  must  leave  with  its  members,  in  their  individual  capacity,  the  responsi- 
bility for  their  course.  "  So,  then,  every  one  of  us  must  give  account  of 
himself  unto  GU>d." 

6.  ^^  What  shall  be  its  creed  and  discipline? "  No  other  creed  is  needed, 
no  better  one  can  be  devised,  than  that  which  Jesus  gave  in  his  day. 
"  Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  thy  neighbor 
as  thyself."  "  Whatsoever  ye  would  that  men  should  do  to  you,  do  ye 
even  so  to  them."  No  discipline  will  work  so  effectively,  or  keep  the  as- 
sociation BO  pure  and  vital,  as  untrammelled  speech  and  the  largest  liberty 
of  discusuon ;  for  these  are  incompatible  with  superstition,  tyranny,  cor- 
ruption, ambition,  phariseeism,  worldliness,  and  crime.  Where  these  are 
really  eigoyed,  as  well  as  conceded  in  the  abstract,  no  bull  of  excommuni- 
cation will  ever  be  found  necessary.  ^^  The  wicked  flee  when  no  man  pur- 
sueth,  but  the  righteous  are  as  bold  as  a  lion."  True,  such  liberty  may 
be  abused,  and  in  some  instances  will  be  abused;  true,  it  may  subject  us 
to  hearing  some  sentiments  distasteful,  offensive,  and  even  highly  repre- 
hensible ;  true,  some  may  attempt  to  run  before  they  are  sent,  and  essay 
to  speak  when  they  ought  to  be  silent;  but  the  evil  is  only  incidental,  and 
will  prove  efficacious  in  enabling  us  all  to  "  possess  our  souls  in  patience." 

Such,  briefly,  are  the  suggestions  which  occur  to  me  at  this  moment, 
and  which  I  deferentially  submit  for  the  consideration  of  your  meeting. 
I  shall  be  with  you  in  spirit ;  I  regret  that  I  cannot  be  so  in  bodily  shape 
and  presence.    **  Grace,  mercy,  and  peace  be  with  yoa  all."  * 
Yours,  for  the  world's  redemption, 

WM.  LLOYD  GARRISON. 

Joseph  A.  Dtjgdale,  of  the  Committee. 


FROM  CASSIUS  M.  CLAY. 

Boston,  Msy^th,  186S. 

Mt  dkab  Sib  : — ^Your  favor  of  the  6th  inst.  is  received.  I  am  obliged 
to  you  for  your  kind  invitation  to  me  to  be  present  at  Kenuett  Square,  ra., 
on  the  22a  dav  of  May,  with  the  Progressive  Friends,  who  regard  the 
whole  £unily  of  man  as  one  brotherhood.  I  return  you  my  thanks  also 
for  your  kind  appreciation  of  mv  avowals  on  the  5th  of  my  idea  of  Chris- 
tiadty,  which  l  am  proud  to  learn  meets  the  approbation  of  a  class  of 
Christians  whom  I  so  much  love  and  admire  for  their  faithful  and  true 
impersonation  of  Christian  morality. 

So  conscious  are  the  old  Hunker  Priesthood  that  their  practice  ware 
upon  all  ideas  of  the  Christian  Brotherhood  of  the  Race,  that  they  are  wink- 
ing at  the  efforts  of  that  class  who  would  degrade  the  African  race  to  the 
level  of  the  beasts  of  the  field.    For  some  old  writer  quainUy  remarks, 
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*^  To  admit  that  those  were  men.  would  be  to  confess  ourselves  not  Ohris- 
tians."  In  pressing  this  idea,  wnich  has  ever  been  the  policy  of  tyrants, — 
to  dfigrade  the  objects  of  their  tyranny, — it  has  been  contended,  the  mixed 
races  of  white  and  black  are  hybrids,  not  living  as  long  as  the  whites  or 
blacks ;  which  my  observation  in  a  slave  State  proves  nntme.  The  last 
survivor  of  my  father^s  old  class  of  slaves  was  Joe,  a  mulatto.  Again,  the 
followers  of  Prof.  Agassiz  are  pressing  his  dictum^  that  they  are  hybrids, 
because  they  take  af^r  neither  father  nor  mother,  but  are  of  an  interme- 
diate color  always,  which  is  characterbtic  of  hybrids.  If  this  attempted 
rule  is  disproved  in  one  instance,  it  falls  to  the  ground,  for  its  force  depends 
solely  upon  its  unioenality.  Now  there  was  also  a  woman  among  my 
father^s  slaves — ^Nanov — who  had  straight  hair,  and  a  white  skin,  and  blue 
eyes;  and  who  was  always  taken  for  a  purely  white  woman;  and  always 
in  travelling,  in  stages  and  public  places,  was  offered  such  seats  and  privi- 
leges as  the  gallantry  of  western  men  awards  to  all  white  women.  Now 
Nancy's  mother  was  a  Congo  Black.  She  had  sisters  who  were  black,  and 
a  mulatto  brother ;  making  three  very  marked  shades  of  color.  No :  all 
tiiese  miserable  subterfuges,  which  are  every  where  disproved  by  the  men- 
tal developments  of  such  men  as  Frederick  Douglass,  Smith,  Ward,  &c.,— 
to  say  nothing  of  President  Roberts,  of  Liberia, — are  no  excuses,  if  true, 
for  our  oppression ;  because  the  laws  of  these  same  cavillers  make  them 
morally  responsible  for  their  acts,  which  gives  the  lie  to  these  avowals! 

It  is  not  a  question  of  sentiment,  or  assortment  of  the  grades  of  mental 
and  moral  development  in  the  different  classes  of  our  common  humanity, 
but  of  right.  Which  right  these  men  were  just  as  ready  to  abuse  in  Louis 
Kossuth,  who  liberated  the  whites  of  Hungary,  as  they  are  persistent  in 
denouncing  us,  who  would  liberate  the  blacks  and  mixed  races  of  America. 
Let  us  then  fearlessly,  and  trusting  in  the  aid  of  the  common  Father  of  all, 
give  ourselves  to  this  glorious  cause,  looking  not  to  the  morrow,  but  know* 
ing  that  ^^  virtue  is  its  own  reward,''  ^^  learn  to  labor  and  to  wait." 

Your  obedient  servant, 

0.  M.  OLAY. 

Joseph  A.  Dugdaub,  of  the  Committee. 


FROM  JAMES  BELANGE, 

FULTON  OOUNTT,   ILLINOIS. 

To  the  enniing  Yearly  Meeting  ofProgremve  Friende^  to  le  held  in  Friends' 
meeting-houee^  at  Old  Kennett^  Pennsylvania : 

Dear  Friekds  : — I  trust  it  is  in  that  feeling  of  love,  which  acknowledgeth 
God  onlvto  be  my  master  and  all  of  you  as  my  brethren,  that  I  now  adc&ess 
you;  believing  that  our  Heavenly  Father  hath  given  to  all  men  equal 
rights,  and  has  made  us  entirely  independent  of  each  other,  or  of  any  men 
that  ever  lived  before  us ;  for  He  teacheth  all  his  intelligent  ofbpring  him- 
self. And  it  is  evident,  tliat  he  who  revealeth  himself  to  men  in  past  ages 
is  the  same  yesterday,  to-day  and  for  ever,  and  continues  to  reved  him^df 
to  men  even  now, — and  to  inspire  the  mind  of  every  seeking  soul  with  a 
knowledge  of  spiritual  and  Heavenly  things.  The  Lord  is  our  judge,  and 
we  have  no  right  to  judge  and  condemn  one  another  for  our  religions  faith. 
Jesus  forbids  it,  saying,  **  Judge  not,  lest  ye  be  judged."  It  is  certain  that 
he  will  not  give  his  glory  to  men,  neither  his  right  of  judging  his  own  ser- 
vants to  any  tribunal  of  men.    It  is  written,  *^  we  shall  all  stand  before  the 
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jndgment  seat  of  Christ,"  which  we  can  ever  find  within  ns.  And  he  al- 
ways speaks  to  our  reason,  and  calls  the  mind  to  obey  the  Father  of  spirits 
rather  than  man ;  that  we  may  know  an  advancement  in  the  love  of  God, 
and  in  a  knowledge  of  the  imih  as  Jesas  did,  who  knew  a  continual  pro- 
gress from  the  day  of  his  birth  nntil  the  day  of  his  death,  as  we  learn  from 
Uie  Scriptures  of  tmth.  And  I  have  no  doabt  He  intended  the  great 
work  of  reformation  should  go  on  irfter  his  decease,  as  He  sayeth,  "  verily 
I  say  xmto  yon,  He  that  believeth  on  me,  (and  abideth  in  the  gift  of  God 
as  I  have,)  the  works  that  I  do  shall  he  do  also;  and  greater  works  than 
these  shall  he  do."  Why  then  are  we  directed  back  to  the  teachings  of 
men  in  past  ages,  when  we  believe  a  knowledge  of  the  tmth  has  been  pro- 
gressing ever  since  the  A&js  of  Jesns,  with  all  the  truly  faithful  servants  of 
God  f  Although  some  might  consider  that  the  Apostles  were  perfect  in 
their  day,  yet  we  find  that  Jesns  told  tHem  that  He  had  many  things  to 
sav  which  they  were  not  able  to  bear  at  that  time,  and  so  He  continues  to 
advance  a  knowledge  of  Divine  truth  in  every  age,  as  his  people  are  able 
to  bear  it,  even  until  now.  And,  dear  ftiends,  let  us  be  encouraged  to  look 
to  Ohiist,  our  inward  teacher,  above  all  other  instructors,  for  a  knowledge 
of  the  truth,  for  He  promised  to  be  with  his  servants  always,  even  unto 
the  end  of  the  world.  That  we  may  be  no  more  like  children,  tossed  to 
and  fro,  and  carried  about  with  every  wind  of  doctrine,  but  leave  behind 
the  things  that  are  past,  and  press  forward  into  a  spiritual  and  Christian 
reform,  is  my  earnest  prayer.  So  in  the  spirit  of  Gospel  love  and  universal 
peace  with  all  men, 

I  remain  your  affectionate  fi'iend, 

JAMES  BELANGE. 


FROM  DANIEL  RICKETSON. 

WooDLEE,  near  New  Bedford,  Mass., ) 
May  18th,  1858.  ) 

Hespectbd  Fbiends  : — As  I  am  unable  to  be  present  at  your  gathering, 
which,  had  circumstances  permitted,  I  should  have  been  most  happy  to 
have  done,  I  take  this  opportunity  to  express  my  approval  of,  as  well  as  in- 
terest in,  the  object  for  which  you  assemble.  Having  for  the  past  twenty 
years  been  a  close  observer  of  the  operations  of  the  different  religious  sects 
in  our  country,  I  have  for  a  long  time  been  persuaded  that  anew  Religious 
Organization,  recognizing,  in  the  language  of  your  appeal,  "  the  Progress- 
ive Element,"  was  much  needed.  Bom  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends, 
I  feel  much  attached  to  many  of  its  distinguishing  customs,  but  have  often 
been  led  to  lament  the  sad  falling  off  among  its  members,  and  in  the  So- 
ciety as  a  body,  of  much  of  their  primitive  simplicity  and  moral  zeal,  par- 
ticularly in  regard  to  the  greatest  sin  of  our  nation,  human  slavery  ;  and 
proportionally,  I  fear,  as  tiiey  have  lost  their  interest  in  the  great  moral 
movements  for  the  amelioration  of  human  suffering,  has  their  vitality  been 
impaired,  and  a  sinking  into  the  mere  forms  and  ceremonies  of  their  sect 
ensued.  I  know  that  tiiere  are  honorable  exceptions,  here  and  elsewhere, 
to  this  declaration ;  but  to  the  Quakers  as  a  people  I  think  the  charge  of 
defalcation  of  duty  is  by  no  means  unjust,  or  too  severe. 

I  doubt  not  that  great  good  will  result  f^om  your  deliberations,  and  I 
hope  that  a  large  body  of  the  more  conscientious  portion  of  the  religious  sect 
with  whom  I  have  through  my  ancestors  been  connected  from  the  days  of 
George  Fox,  will  be  present.  A  Conference  of  this  kind,  that  is,  such  an 
one  as  yon  propose,  Is  much  needed  in  New  England,  where  every  subject 
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of  a  morftl  or  religious  natnre  is  constantly  being  agitated.  And  I  hope 
that  the  favorable  results  of  your  deliberations  will  awaken  a  sufficient  in- 
terest among  the  thinking  portion  of  the  Friends  this  way,  as  weH  as 
among  others,  who  are  tired  of  the  hypocritical  portion  of  the  different  re- 
ligious sects,  to  render  a  similar  meeting  together  advisable.  It  will  not 
be  necessary  for  me  to  enter  into  any  special  expression  of  my  opinion  in 
relation  to  the  great  objects  for  which  you  meet,  but  before  I  close  allow 
me  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  continuing,  if  possible,  the  simple  and 
beautiful  name  of  Friends,  to  which  you  are  undoubtedly  entitled.  As 
your  proceeding  will  probably  be  published,  I  will  thank  the  Committee 
who  have  this  m  charge  to  send  me  a  copy  of  the  report  and  much  oblige 
your  i^dspectfnl  friend, 

DANIEL  MOKETSON. 
To  Amos  Peeston  and  others,  signers  of  the  Call  for  the  Religious  Confer- 
ence at  Old  Kennett,  Chester  Co.,  Pennsylvania. 


FROM  DRAYTON  M.  CURTia 

Brecksyilli^  Ohio,  May  16th,  185^ 
To  Amos  Pbeston,  of  the  Committee : — Some  twenty  years  ago  the  Spirit 
Divine  Impressed  very  forcibly  on  my  mind  the  principle  of  entire  conse- 
cration and  union,  or  co-operation  instead  of  antagonism.  I  expected  every 
Christian  to  see  as  I  saw,  and  was  induced  to  communicate  my  thoughts  in 
printed  form  to  many  individuals  then  conspicuous  in  the  Churches.  Great 
was  my  disappointment.  But  few  answered  me,  I  was  set  down  as  vision- 
ary, before  the  times,  captious,  infidel  even.  Strong  in  a  consciousness  of 
right,  I  concluded  it  was  so.  I  am  before  the  time.  Long  have  I  waited, 
longed,  prayed,  talked.  God  is  not  in  a  hurry.  One  attempt  after  anoth- 
er at  association  has  failed.  Perhaps  organization  is  not  God^s  way,  yet 
surely  co-operation,  union,  is  more  brotherly,  more  efficient  for  good  than 
antagonism. 

Thank  the  Lord  that  the  brethren  of  Hopedale  have  persevered  in  faith 
and  hope  and  work.  Their  labor  and  testimony,  and  my  glorious  vision, 
and  your  proposition,  with  that  of  some  other  brethren,  seem  to  me  to 
proceed  from  one  spirit.  Let  it  guide  you  in  truth  and  love.  O  may  the 
Lord's  time  be  near  at  hand.  I  am  old  (70).  If  God  will  let  my  eyes  see 
his  salvation,  I  shall  feel  as  Simeon  did.  Will  you  or  some  friend  give  me 
the  history  and  result  of  your  gathering,  by  letter  or  newspaper  ?  I  read 
the  "Weekly  Tribune  and  Practical  Christian.  A  few  lines  of  reply  will  be 
a  great  favor.  Perhaps  I  ought  to  say  I  am  a  poor  man  with  very  little 
strength  and  no  property,    f  live  on  other  men's  work. 

DRAYTON  M.  CURTIS. 
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MINUTES. 


In  conformity  with  the  following  Call,  the  Pennsylvania  Yearly 
Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends  assembled  at  Old  'Eennett  Meeting- 
house, on  the  21st  of  the  Fifth  month,  1854.  Notwithstanding  the 
inclenOency  of  the  weather,  a  large  audience  was  present 

PENNSYLVANIA  YEARLY  MEETING  OF  PROGRESSIVE 
FRIENDS. 

This  Association  will  convene  for  mutual  help  and  edification,  and 
for  the  discharge  of  its  appropriate  duties  as  a  religious  body,  in  the 
Meeting  House,  at  Old  Kennett,  Chesteb  County,  on  First  day,  the 
2l8t  of  Fifth  month,  1854,  at  half-past  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  continue 
by  acyoumments  from  day  to  day  as  long  as  necessity  may  require.  . 

Creed-making  forms  no  part  of  the  object  of  this  Society.  Dfsclaiming 
all  ecclesiastical  authoritv,  and  avoiding  the  tangled  controversies  by 
which  the  popular  clmrches  a»*e  perplexed  and  bewildered,  it  seeks  to 
unite  mankind,  not  by  agreement  in  theological  opinions,  but  through 
oneness  of  spirit  in  respect  to  the  practical  duties  of  life,  the  communion 
of  soul  with  soul  in  a  common  love  of  the  beautiful  and  true,  and  a  com- 
mon aspiration  after  moral  excellence.  Its  platform  is  broad  and  com- 
prehensive. It  invites  the  co-operation  of  all  who  recognize  the  Equal 
Brotherhood  of  the  Human  Family,  without  regard  to  sex,  color  or  con- 
dition, and  who  acknowledge  the  duty  of  defining,  and  illustrating  their 
faith  in  God  by  lives  of  personal  purity,  and  works  of  beneficence  and 
charity  to  mankind. 

The  name  of  "  Friends"  was  adopted  in  no  technical  or  narrow  sense, 
and  with  no  intention  that  the  Society  should  be  ideutified  with  or  limited 
by  &e  sectarian  peculiarities  of  older  associ.ations,  but  in  the  broad,  pri- 
mary and  comprehensive  meaning  of  the  word  as  it  was  employed  by 
Jesus  when  he  said,  "I  have  called  you /ri«k&.  Ye  Are  my  friends  \{  ye 
do  whatsoever  I  command  you." 

We  therefore  affectionately  invite  all  sincere  inquirers  after  truth,  who 
may  be  attracted  by  the  principles  of  our  organization,  and  who,  weary 
of  the  strifes  of  sect,  are  looking  for  higher  and  purer  manifestations  of 
the  religious  sentiment,  to  meet  with  us  at  the  time  above  specified,  and 
to  give  us  the  benefit  of  their  counsel  and  co-operation. 

WiLUAM  Babnakd,  Joseph  A.  Dugdalk, 

Thomas  Gabsstt,  0.  M.  Burleigh, 

Sidney  Peihoe,  Benjamin  0.  Bacon, 

B.    FUSSBLL,  RO¥rLAND  JoHNSON, 

Jonathan  Lamboen,  Edith  Pennook, 

Henrietta  W.  Johnson, 

Oammittee  of  ArrangemenU. 
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Some  time  having  passed  in  silence,  a  solemn  prayer  for  Divine  gui- 
dance was  offered  by  Rowland  Johnson,  after  which  earnest  testimonies 
in  favor  of  practical  righteousness  were  uttered  by  Susan  Cox,  C.  M. 
Burleigh,  J,  A.  Duodale,  Eusebius  Barnard,  Jona.  Lamborn,  -Oli- 
ver Johnson,  Thomas  Curtis,  and  Wm.  Logan  Fisher. 

Communications  of  an  interesting  character  were  received  and  read 
from  the  Waterloo  (N.  Y.)  Yearly  Meeting  of  Congregational  Friends ; 
from  the  Salera  (Ohio)  Quarterly  Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends ;  from 
Cassiub  M.  Clay  of  Ky.,  John  O.  Wattles  of  Indiana,  and  Theodore 
D.  Weld  of  New  Jersey.  We  give  these  paper  messengers  a  cordial 
welcome.  The  trust  in  the  power  of  truth  which  they  evince  is  cheering 
to  us. 

The  following  persons  were  appointed  a  Committee  of  Correspond- 
ence, to  wit:  Rowland  Johnson,  Thomas  Curtis,  Sarah  Miller, 
Mary  P.  Wilson,  Edward  Webb,  Mary  L.  Cox,  Henrietta  W. 
Johnson,  Ruth  Dugdale,  Lizzie  Coates,  William  Logan  Fisher, 
Priscilla  Barnard,  and  Oliver  Johnson. 

The  solemnity  of  the  meeting  having  been  disturbed  by  the  entrance 
of  several' persons  who  announced  themselves  as  the  representatives  of 
the  Kennett  Monthly  Meeting  of  Friends,  denied  our  right  to  meet  in 
ibis  house,  commanded  us  to  disperse,  and  rudely  laid  hands  upon  some 
of  our  number,  the  question  whether  our  future  sessions  should  be  held 
here  or  at  some  other  place  was  seriously  considered.  It  appeared  that 
the  meeting  had  been  invited  to  assemble  in  this  house  by  the  consent 
of  the  Kennett  Monthly  Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends,  who  claim  a 
joint  right  with  the  other  Monthly  Meeting  to  the  occupancy  thereof; 
yet,  as  doubts  existed  in  some  minds  of  the  propriety  of  meeting  therein 
without  the  consent  of  the  other  party,  and  as  our  doing  so  might  lead 
to  an  unpleasant  excitement  and  divert  attention  from  the  great  purposes 
of  our  association,  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to  hold  our  future  sessions 
at  Hamorton  HalL 

The  following  persons  were  constituted  a  Committee  to  select  Clerks 
for  the  ensuing  year ;  to  report  at  the  opening  of  the  session  to-morrow 
morning;  to  wit:  Chandler  Darlington,  Wm.  Barnard,  Jacob 
Lamborn,  James  C.  Jaokson,  Hannah  Cox,  Hannah  M.  Darlington, 
Esther  Haybs,  and  Mary  C.  Wilson. 

Then  adjourned  till  10  o^clock  to-morrow  morning. 

SECOND , DAY— MORNING. 
22d  of  the  Month. — ^The  meeting  assembled  according  to  adjoum- 
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ment  After  a  season  of  silence,  vocal  prayer  was  offered  by  Mary  L 
Cctf. 

C.  Darlington,  on  behalf  of  the  Comhiittee  to  select  Clerks  for  this 
meeting,  reported  that  they  had  unanimously  agreed  to  nominate  for 
that  service  Joseph  A.  Dugdale  and  Sidney  Pbirob.  The  meeting 
accepted  the  report  and  united  in  the  appointment  of  the  persons 
named. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer,  Isaac  Mendenhall^  was  presented  and 
accepted ;  and  Thomas  Garrett,  Eusebius  Barnard  and  Lee  Pussy 
were  appointed  a  Committee  to  nominate  a  Treasurer  for  next  year. 

Letters  were  read  from  Samuel  J.  May  of  Syracuse,  N,  Y.,  Thomas 
L  Mdmford  of  Detroit,  and  Thomas  Chandler  of  Adrian,  Mich.,  the 
sentiments  of  which  were  warmly  responded  to  by  Jona.  Lamborn> 
Mary  L.  Cox,  Elizabeth  C.  Wright,  Thos.  Curtis  and  Wm.  Bar- 
nard. 

Oliver  Johnson  called  attention  to  an  association  recently  organized 
in  France  under  the  name  of  the  "  Universal  Christian  Alliance,''  whose 
"Appeal  to  Christians  of  all  Communions,"  together  with  its  Address 
and  Constitution,  he  read.  These  documents,  presenting  a  gratifying 
proof  that  the  great  principles  on  which  our  Society  is  founded  are 
gaining  a  foothold  in  a  foreign  land  and  among  a  people  speaking  a 
different  language  from  our  own,  excited  a  deep  interest  in  the  meeting. 
It  was  concluded  to  publish  them  with  our  proceedings,  and  to  appoint 
the  following  persons  a  Committee  to  prepare  a  fraternal  letter  to  the 
"  Universal  Christian  Alliance,"  and  report  the  same  at  a  future  session  : 
Oliver  Johnson,  Wm.  H.  Johnson,  C.  M.  Burleigh,  J.  A.  Dugdale, 
Sidney  Pbirce  and  Rachel  W.  Townsend. 

Then  adjourned  till  2  o'clock,  p.  m. 

SECOND  DAY— AFTERNOON. 

Thomas  Garrett,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  select  a 
Treasurer  for  the  ensuing  year,  proposed  the  name  of  Isaac  Mendenhall 
for  that  service,  which  was  cordially  agreed  to. 

The  following  letter  from  the  Senator  to  whom  our  memorial  to  the 
State  Legislature,  praying  for  the  abolition  of  Capital  Punishment,  had 
been  forwarded,  was  read : 

"Senate  Chamber,  Harrisbueg,  Feb.  8,  1854. 
"  Respected  Friend  : — ^Your  note,  with  the  memorial  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Yearly  Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends,  came  duly  to  hand.    I  em- 
braced the  first  opportunity  of  presenting  the  memorial  to  the  Senate,  and 
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shall  hereafter,  as  I  have  heretofore,  permit  no  opportnnity  to  e<Ksape,  of 
]nc<irporating  into  tlie  laws  of  the  Coininonwealth  the  principles  laid  down 
therein,  believing  them  to  be  in  conformity  not  only  with  humanity,  lut 
with  sound  political  economy.  Reform  in  penal  law  goes  forward  with 
slow  progress;  but  I  think  1  can  observe  in  the  public  mind,  as  well  as  in 
the  public  c<mncils,  from  year  to  year,  a  growing  disposition  to  regard  the 
sanctity  of  human  life. 

'*  The  power  of  incarcerating  the  felon,  and  of  shutting  him  off  from 
liberty  and  society,  is  a  fearful  power,  and  only  justified  by  its  necessity ; 
surely,  then,  we  may  well  pau;»e  before  inflicting  a  penalty,  for  which  there 
may  possibly,  at  least,  be  no  necesi^ity. 

'*  In  great  haste,  truly  yours, 

"HENRY  S.EVANS." 

"J.  A.   DUQDALE." 

This  letter  was  followed  bv  a  brief  discussion  of  the  subject  of  Crime, 
its  causes  and  remedies;  after  which  the  foliowina:  persons  were  appoint- 
ed a  Committee  to  prepare  a  petition  to  the  next  Legislatui-e,  praying  for 
the  abolition  of  the  death  penalty  :  Wm.  Lloyd,  Thomas  Curtis,  Jacob 
Painter. 

The  subject  of  Slavery  being  introduced,  the  following  persons  were 
appointed  a  Committee  to  take  the  same  int6  consideration — to  report 
at  a  future  session  :  Rowland  Johnson,  Isaac  S.  Flint,  Ecsebius 
Barnard,  Barah  Marsh  Barnard,  Mercy  Lloyd,  James  C.  Jackson, 
Wm.  H.  Johnson,  Esther  Hayes,  Thomas  Garrett,  John  Cox. 

Adjourned  till  10  o'clock  to  morrow  morning. 

THIRD  DAY— MORNING. 

23rf  of  the  Month. — The  meeting  assembled  according  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

Joseph  A.  Duodale  read  appropriate  selections  from  the  Old  and 
New  Testaments.  The  silence  which  ensued  was  followed  by  earnest 
and  impressive  remarks  from  Ebbnezer  James,  William  Barnard, 
and  Thomas  Curtis,  whose  words  of  counsel,  admonition  and  encour- 
agement thrilled  the  hearts  of  the  assembly. 

Eusebius  Barnard,  on  l)ehalf  of  the  Committee  on  Slavery,  pre- 
sented an  Address  to  the  Religious  Denominations  of  the  country,  which 
was  accepted  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Publication  for  revision. 

James  C.  Jackson,  from  the  same  Committee,  presented  a  Remon- 
strance against  the  Repeal  of  the  Missouri  Restriction.  After  a  very 
earnest  discussion,  in  which  Isaac  S.  Flint,  Levi  Coatks,  Oliver 
Johnson,  Cyrus  M.  Burleigh,  Caleb  S.  Jackson,  Thomas  Curtis 
and  Jon  A.  Lambokn  took  part,  the  memorial  was  adopted,  and  the 
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clerks  were  directed  to  sign  and  forward  the  same  to  Congress  imme- 
diatdj. 

Adjourned  till  2  o'clock,  p.  m. 

THIRD  DAY-.AFTERNOON. 

The  meeting  convened  according  to  adjournment.  It  being  under- 
stood that  this  would  be  the  closing  session,  the  house  was  crowded  in 
every  part  by  those  who  appeared  to  feel  a  deep  interest  in  the  pro- 
ceedings. 

The  Clerks  presented  a  letter  from  Gerrit  Smith,  acknowledging 
the  receipt  of  the  memorial  to  Congress,  adopted  List  year,  praying  the 
adoption  of  measures  for  the  settlement  of  National  Dififerences  by  Arbi- 
tration. Also  a  letter  from  Charles  Sumner,  of  the  U.  S.  Senate,  ac- 
knowledging the  receipt  of  the  same  memorial. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence,  presented  letters  to  the  Waterloo 
Yearly  Meeting  of  Congregational  Friends,  the  Ohio  and  Michigan 
Yearly  Meetings  of  Progressive  Friends,  and  to  the  Salem  (Qhio)  and 
the  Indiana  Quarterly  Meetings,  which  were  adopted  with  great  una- 
nimity. 

Thomas  Curtis,  from  the  Committee  on  that  subject,  presented  a 
memorial  addressed  to  the  State  Legislature,  protesting  against  the 
infliction  of  the  death  penalty,  which  was  adopted. 

Olitbr  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  appointed  for  that  purpose, 
presented  a  draft  of  a  letter  to  be  addressed  by  this  l>ody  to  the  "  Uni- 
versal Christian  Alliance,"  in  France,  which  was  approved,  and  referred 
to  the  Publishing  Committee  for  such  revision  and  alteration  as  they 
may  deem  proper. 

Experience  having  shown  that  it  is  extremely  difiQcult,  if  not  impos- 
sible, in  the  limited  time  allotted  to  the  sessions  of  our  Yearly  Meeting, 
to  embody  our  sentiments  in  a  form  suitable  for  publication,  upon  the 
most  interesting  and  important  subjects  that  claim  our  attention,  we 
appoint  the  following  Committees,  requesting  them  to  investigate  with 
care  the  subjects  referred  to  them  respecrively,  and  to  report  thereon,  as 
briefly  as  may  be  consistent  with  their  views,  at  our  next  meeting : 

1.  Committee  on  Slavery. — Cyrus  M.  Burleigh,  Chandler  Dar- 
UNOTON,  Dr.  B.  Fussell,  Dinah  Mbndenhall,  Castnbr  Hanwat. 

2.  Committee  on  Intemperance. — Dr.  S.  Stebbins,  Jesse  Evans, 
Joanna  Pennook,  James  H.  Walker,  Sarah  Huet,  Isaac  Martin. 

3.  Commttee  on  War. — Oliver  Johnson,  Lewis  Marshall, 
Warner  Townsbnd,  Euzabeth  P.  Barnard,  Ru^anby  Way. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


8 

4.  CommitUe  on  the  CauHs  of  Crime  and  the  Treatment  due  to 
Criminals. — ^Thomas  Curtis,  Isaac  S.  Flint,  Graoeanna  Lbwib,  Sid- 
ney Peirce,  Edward  Webb. 

5.  Committee  on  the  Evils  attending  the  Use  of  Tobacco, — Henri- 
etta W.  Johnson,  Jacob  T,  Stern,  Hannah  M.  Darunoton,  Ltdia 
E.  Cox,  Isaac  Meredith,  Thomas  Garrett,  Martha  Barnard,  Prib- 
ciLLA  Peiroe. 

0.  Committee  on  Capital  and  Labor, — Jacob  L.  Paxson,  Thomas 
Garrett,  Levi  Coates,  John  Wilson. 

v.  Committee  on  Amusements. — Oliver  Johnson,  Joseph  A. 
DuGDALE,  Ctrus  M.  Burleigh,  Rowland  Johnson,  Martha  Bar- 
nard, Esther  Hayes. 

The  following  persons  were  appointed  a  Comraittee  to  assist  the 
Clerks  in  the  revision  and  publication  of  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting : 
William  Barnard,  C.  Darlington,  B.  Pennock,  Caleb  S.  Jackson, 
H.  lli.  Darlington,  Dr.  S.  Stebbins,  Edith  Pennock,  Ouver  Johnson. 

The  following  persons  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  agree  upwi 
the  time  and  place  for  meeting  next  year :  Joseph  A.  Dugdale,  Sidney 
Peirce,  Wm.  Barnard,  T.  Hambleton,  Martha  Barnard,  Thomas 
Curtis,  Oliver  Johnson,  H.  M.  Darlington. 

Having  arrived  at  the  close  of  the  business  exercises  of  our  meeting, 
and  been  favored  with  great  unanimity  of  purpose  in  considering  all  the 
matters  which  more  especially  called  us  together,  we  can  truly  say  that 
great  consolation  is  ours  iu  the  evidence  which  the  meeting  offered  of 
being  actuated  by  one  spirit  of  love  and  truth,  one  earnest  desire  to 
work  for  human  happiness.  More  especially  toward  the  close  of  our 
meeting  did  we  feel  conscious  of  the  strength  of  our  cause  through  the 
words  of  hope  and  fraternal  sympathy  uttered  by  friends  John  Wil- 
son, Ebenezer  James,  Joseph  A.  Dugdale,  Elizabeth  C,  Wright, 
Eusebius  Barnard,  William  Lloyd,  Sid^jey  Peirce,  Thomas  Curtis 
and  Jonathan  Lamborn,  while  the  voice  of  prayer  and  the  sweet 
spirit  of  song  cheered  our  hearts.  Indeed,  we  may  truly  say  that  an 
overflowing  blessing  was  present  in  our  midst,  and  our  separating  was  felt 
to  be  but  for  a  season  of  duty,  each  cheered  in  his  path  by  the  remem- 
brance of  that  brotherhood  by  which  he  is  identified  with  every  effort  for 
the  salvation  of  our  race.  Thus  working  for  one  purpose,  and  having 
full  confidence  in  its  fiilfilment,  we  cast  ourselves  on  the  great  Future, 
where  Justice  and  Truth  find  an  eternal  reward. 

JOSEPH  A.  DUGDALE,  I  ni   i, 
SU)NEY  PEmCE,  f  ^'^''^• 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


TESTIMONIES. 


CAPITAL    PUNISHMENT. 

To  ihs  Senate  and  Bouse  of  Sepreeentatioee  of  the  State  of  Pennsyloania : 
We  oondder  it  again  necessary  at  this,  onr  second  gathering,  to  ad- 
dress you  on  the  subject  of  Capital  Punishment,  at  present  oontinned  in 
this  and  other  States  of  the  Union.  In  looking  at  the  snbject  from  every 
point  of  view,  we  are  astonished  to  observe  that  a  government,  in  many 
respects  deservedly  standing  foremost  among  the  governments  of  the 
worldj  has  flEuled  to  perceive  not  only  the  absolute  inutility  of  taking 
away  human  life,  but  the  certain  evil  tendency  of  judicial  murders  in  a 
civilised  community.  The  records  of  those  scenes  which  are  occurring 
wherever  an  execution  takes  place  dearly  point  to  the  fact,  that  society 
18  far  from  being  benefited  thereby.  A  morbid  excitement  in  the  public 
mind  is  not  favorable  to  the  practice  of  honesty  and  justice,  and  certainly 
no  benefits  can  accrue  to  the  sufferer  undergoing  the  penalty.  Hol^g 
tiiat^aman  life  is  most  sacred  to  human  beings,  we  are  unable  to  con- 
ceive how  its  destruction  by  an  individual  can  be  remedied,  or  even 
•toned  for,  by  a  repetition  of  the  same  outrage  on  the  part  of  government. 
We  are  not  aware  that  the  command,  ^^  Thoti  shaU  not  ktU^'"  is  any  lesa 
binding  upon  those  who  sit  in  the  judge^s  seat  than  upon  others,  inasmuch 
as  they  are  understood  to.be  the  servants  of  the  people,  who  are  unable 
to  commit  imy  duties  or  privileges  to  their  officers,  which  they  themselves 
da  not  possess.  If  no  Individ  n^  has  the  right  to  take  away  the  life  of 
his  fdlow,  it  would  seem  to  follow  that  no  combination  of  individuals  can 
obtain  or  confer  that  right.  An  appeal  to  criminal  records  will  further 
show  that  crime  is  lessened  by  the  diffhsion  of  education,  and  in  exact 
proportion  to  the  increase  of  the  one  is  the  decrease  of  the  other.  Men 
do  not  become  murderers  in  a  day,  week,  month  or  year.  The  seeds  of 
the  evil  are  most  frequently  sown  in  their  infancy,  and  nourished  after- 
wards by  the  incentives  to  vioe  which  society  permits.  Murder  is  the 
last  step  in  the  downward  path.    We  think  it  neoeseary  to  Inring  the 
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snbjeot  to  yonr  notice  in  this  light,  feeling  that  this  age  is  more  especially 
a  time  of  investigation.  The  present  appears  a  time  of  movement  in 
accordance  with  actual  benefit.  Other  conntries,  not  claiming  republi- 
canism, are  taking  steps  in  advance  of  the  past.  They  seem  to  have  dis- 
covered that  the  highest  aim  of  rulers  is  to  restrain  and  prevent  crime ; 
to  reform  the  criminal  rather  than  to  punish  him.  In  this  path  experi- 
ence has  testified  that  it  is  safe  to  walk.  And  inasmuch  as  the  great 
principles  of  justice  and  right  should  underlie  all  the  actions  of  men  and 
be  the  main-spring  of  government,  we  feel  impressed  with  the  importance 
of  calling  your  attention  to  the  responsibilities  which  ever  rest  with  those 
in  authority.  On  the  principles  of  political  economy,  we,  appeal  to  yon 
in  this  matter,  for  it  can  be  clearly  shown  that  an  ignorant  and  viclooa 
man  is  more  expensive  to  the  community  in  which  he  resides,  than  an 
intelligent  and  virtuous  one ;  the  first  seeking  gratification  at  the  expense 
of  others,  the  latter  working  by  example  and  .precept  for  the  world  as 
for  himself.  Thus,  if  you  desire  the  best  interests  of  tliis  Republic,  we 
entreat  your  earnest  consideration  of  the  propriety  of  abolishing  entirely 
the  death  penalty,  and  substituting  therefor  something  more  in  accordance 
with  present  enlightenment  and  absolute  justice. 
Signed  on  behalf  of  the  meeting, 


JOSEPH  A.  DUGDALE,(  ^.    , 
SIDNEY  PEIRCE,  \  ^^^ 


SLAVERY. 

Addresi  of  the  PenntyUania  Yearly  Meeting  qf  Progremte  Friende^  to 
the  variovLB  Religume  Denoininatione  in  the  United  States, 

Dbab  Brbthbbn  and  S18TBR8 :  We  feel  concerned  that  all  those  who 
profess  the  principles  exemplified  by  Jesus  may  be  his  ins^truments  in 
drawing  the  children  of  our  beloved  country  into  a  sweet  communion 
with  his  divine  nature,  which  is  declared  to  be  the  "  Lamb  of  God  that 
taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world.**  Are  not  the  churches  considered  the 
guardians  of  the  morals  of  the  nation  ?  If  so,  a  very  great  responsibility 
rests  upon  them  to  follow  the  example  of  our  Perfect  Pattern  in  directing 
all  our  energies  to  suppress  vice  and  encourage  virtue  in  the  world. 

Our  iiearts  mourn  when  we  take  a  view  of  the  slavery  of  this  country, 
which  John  We^Jey  justly  observes,  is  *Hhe  sum  of  all  villanies; "  which 
is  demonstrated  to  be  true  when  tried  by  the  maxim,  "  whatsoever  ye 
would  that  men  should  do  to  you,  do  ye  even  so  unto  them."  If  the 
Oancasian- race  were  in  vas)<alage,  would  not  the  response  of  every  soul  be 
in  unison  with  the  above  sentiment  of  Wesley;  and  would  we  not  feel  it 
the  duty  of  every  man  and  woman  in  the  land  to  rise  up  in  the  dignity  of 
their  nature  to  protest  against  it,  and  if  possible,  to  move  Heaven  and 
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'£arth  to  the  resone;  and  above  all,  would  we  not  feel  that  the  Christian 
oommnnity  was,  by  every  attribute  of  the  divine  nature,  necessarily 
drawn  to  our  assistance ;  and  such  Churches  as  did  otherwise,  we  would 
brand  as  anti-Cliristian  f  If  it  wonld  be  a  derelictiop  of  duty  in  the  Chris- 
tian to  be  silently  acquiescing  in  our  case,  it  is,  we  conceive,  equally  so  in 
reference  to  the  colored  population  of  our  country.  *^  I  was  an  hungered,^ 
(says  Christ  in  the  Parable)  *^and  ye  gave  me  no  meat ;  I  was  thirsty,  and 
ye  gave  me  no  drink ;  I  was  a  stranger,  and  ye  took  me  not  in  ;  naked, 
and  ye  clothed  me  not;  sick  and  in  prison,  and  ye  visited  me  not^ 
Professors  ofreligion  in  that  day  said  to  him,  "  I-ord,  when  saw  we  thee 
thus  and  refused  thee  succor? "  Let  us  all,  dear  brethren,  seriously  re- 
flect upon  the  reply :  "  Inasmuch  as  ye  did  it  not  to  one  of  the  least  of 
these  my  brethren,  ye  did  it  not  to  me."  While  every  sixth  brother  and 
sbter  in  the  land  is  in  the  prison-house  of  slavery,  do  we  not  owe  the 
same  jnst  and  solemn  duty  to  our  Lord,  viz. :  to  succor  the  distressed, 
to  plead  the  cause  of  the  poor  and  oppressed,  and  to  be  ministering  angels 
in  the  Divine  hand  to  rectify  our  brother's  wrongs?  for  wherever  there  is 
a  will  to  do,  there  will  be  found  a  way  to  perform. 

In  the  flowing  of  that  love  that  reaches  to  the  whole  circle  of  the 
globe,  we  conjure  you  by  your  love  of  virtue,  by  your  own  aspirations  for 
happiness  and  a  blessed  immortality,  to  close  in  with  and  follow  the 
precepts  and  example  of  Jesus,  that  the  powerful  instrumentality  of  tlie 
Christian  religion  may  be  so  wielded  on  the  side  of  justice  and  equity, 
that  all  classes  of  mankind  may  assume,  their  true  level,  and  be  an  equal 
brotherhood  as  portrayed  by  Jesus :  "  One  is  your  master,  even  Christ, 
and  all  ye  are  brethren."  .Then  may  we  anticipate  our  "  peace  to  flow 
as  a  river ,  and  our  righteousness  as  the  waves  of  the  sea." 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  held  at  Kennett,  Penn.,  from 
the  21st  to  the  2dd  of  Fifth  month,  1854. 

JOSEPH  A.  DUGDALE,)  ^,    , 
SIDNEY  PEIRCE,  ]  ^^'^' 
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CORRESPONDENCE, 


FROM  THE  WATERLOO  YEARLY  MEETING. 

I 

To  the  Fennsylvania  Yearly  Meeting  of  Progremve  Friends : — 

Beloved  Friends  : — The  epistle  from  your  Yearly  Meeting,  just  orga- 
nized aud  held  at  Old  Eenijett,  has  been  read  among  us  to  our  encourage- 
ment and  ^*oy.  We  participate  with  you  in  lively  sentiments  of  gratitude, 
in  view  ot  the  increasing  evidences  afforded,  that  the  minds  of  men  and 
women  are  fast  awaking  to  consciousness  from  the  Circean  spell  in  which 
superstition  and  priestcraft,  in  their  multiplied  modifications,  had  held 
them,  and  that  they  are  looking  into  the  principles  of  their  own  nature, 
and  the  character  of  the  institutions  and  customs  with  which  they  find 
themselves  connected.  In  short,  that  an  increasing  and  earnest  inquiry 
into  the  relations  they  sustain  to  the  universe  of  physical  and  spiritual 
being,  is  preparing  them  for  the  reception  of  the  Light  of  Truth,  as  it 
flows  from  the  eternal  and  all-pervading  Fountain  of  Love  and  Wisdom. 

As  the  mind  unfolds  its  powers,  in  faith  and  filial  reliance,  to  the  beams 
ofthis  Divine  Light,  which  "lighteth  every  man  that  cometh  into  the  world," 
it  cannot  fail  to  perceive,  and  more  highly  appreciate,  its  own  marvellous 
and  godlike  properties,  the  dignity  and  glory  of  the  relations  it  is  fitted 
to  sustain  to  a  universe  of  endless  beauty  and  variety ; — ^from  the  rosy 
cheek  and  laughing  eye  of  the  little  flower,  to  the  incomprehensible  worlds 
and  systems  of  worlds  that  traverse  boundless  space ;  from  the  first  gleam 
of  mind  in  the  insect  or  the  animal,  to  its  concentration  and,  as  yet,  un- 
oomprehended  capabilities  in  creation's  master-piece,  the  human  soul, — 
and  its  still  more  sublime  and  incomprehensible  relation  to  the  infinite  God. 
As  man's  vision  thus  opens  to  the  facts  which  relate  him  to  nature  and  to 
nature's  God,  the  duties  and  responsibilities  which  pertain  to  his  relations 
will,  as  certainly  as  the  color  of  the  rose  gratifies  the  eye  and  its  fragrance 

^  delights  another  sense,  become  beantiful  to  his  intellectual  perceptions  and 

'  delightful  in  their  fulfilment. 

"God  made  man  upright,"  it  was  said  in  olden  time,  "but  he  has 
sought  out  many  inventions."  He  is  inherently  good  in  the  elements  of 
his  being,  the  germ  of  every  excellence  is  in  him,  the  rudiments  of  a 
flower  destined  yet  to  bloom,  in  unspeakable  beauty,  in  the  Paradise  of 
God.  But  these  elements  have  wanted,  and  still  want,  development ;  and 
hence  his  powers  have  been  misdirected,  obscuring  and  marring  the  sym- 
metry of  his  character,  individual  and  social.    Hence  the  deformity, 
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moral  and  eyen  physical,  be  has  exhibited.  Henoe  the  suffering,  the  tears, 
the  sighs,  the  woee,  that  have  strewed  the  patliway  of  his  rndimental  life. 
Hence  the  fact,  inscribed  from  age  to  age  on  the  page  of  liis  history — 
^^Man's  inhumanity  to  man  has  made  conntless  millions  mourn.** 

See  we  Uiis  page?  Hear  we  these  sighs?  Feel  we  these  woes?  Are 
we  linked  to  our  brothers  by  a  golden  cord  of  sympathy,  entwined  in 
Heaven  and  encircling  earth,  transmitting  a  Fathers  love  to  his  children  t 
What,  then,  have  we  to  do,  but  to  help  each  other?— to  do  what  we  may 
in  our  own  case,  and  to  aid  what  we  can  in  the  symmetrical  development 
of  these  germs  in  every  brother  and  sister,  the  family  of  man  over; — by 
the  diffusion  of  knowledge,  physiological,  intellectual,  moral  and  religions; 
by  purcness,  by  love,  by  justice,  by  mercy,  by  fidelity,  in  word  and  deed. 

Thus  will  these  virtues,  these  angelic  principles,  banish  their  opposites. 
The  human  powers  will  receive  their  normal  direction  and  unfolding,  and 
their  perverted  action  will  cease.  In  proportion  to  this  attainment,  the 
kingdom  of  Heaven  will  come  on  earth.  For  God,  the  perfect,  will  govern 
man,  the  imperfect ;  the  Infinite  of  love,  wisdom,  power,  will  govern  the 
finite,  the  imbecile,  the  dependent — the  Father  sustaining  and  blessing  the 
children,  binding  them  togotlier  with  cords  of  his  own  benevolence,  beau- 
tifying them  with  gems  placed  in  their  coronet  by  that  Father's  hand — 
each  gem  a  divine  perfection,  reflecting  the  image  of  the  Giver. 

In  view  of  this  labor  in  the  field  of  humanity — wide  as  the  habitable 
earth — ^how  puny  ai*e  the  enclosures  of  sect !  How  little  and  insignificant 
the  dogmas  and  rituals  of  men  which  have  not  their  basis  in  man's  nature 
and  Gfod's  perfections,  and  which  demonstrate  their  wortlilessness  by 
leaving  man  unredeemed  from  vice,  from  anger,  cruelty,  injustice  and  in- 
nnoerity!  but  which,  from  their  contracted  sectional  character,  natural!/ 
foster  the  perverted  action  of  his  powers,  and  crush  the  diviner  principles 
and  instincts  of  his  nature. 

How  pitiable  that  mankind  should  place  themselves,  or  remain,  in  or- 
ganizations or  institutions  which  impede  the  exflansion,  the  upward  and 
onward  tendencies  of  their  natures — the  highest  workmanship  of  a  Divine 
Architect — ^which  repress  t!ie  aspirations  of  a  soul  that  demands  an  eter- 
nity lor  its  unfolding!  With  joy,  therefore,  we  behold  the  orient  beams 
tinging  the  clouds,  giving  promise  of  the  breaking  of  a  brighter  day 
8p€»dily  to  bless  the  world.  Let  our  efforts  to  hasten  it  be  commensurate 
with  the  light  that  dawns  upon  our  own  minds. 

We  reciprocate  the  pleasing  hope  you  express,  that  this  may  be  the 
beginning  of  a  ft-aternal  and  mutually  profitable  correspondence  between 
us.  To  be  such,  yon  will  agree  with  us,  it  mast  not  be  one  of  mere  for- 
mality, or  ^*  in  the  oldness  of  the  letter,*'  but  must  be  the  result  of  hearts 
imbued  with  the  living  principles  of  righteousness  and  truth,  as  they  flow 
forth,  firesh  every  morning,  from  the  presence  of  the  Holy  One. 

Our  joy  was  much  increased  this  year,  in  our  several  assemblies,  by 
the  company  of  our  de^r  friends,  Ruth  and  Joseph  A.  Dugdale,  and  Isaac 
and  Dinah  Mendenhall,  from  your  meeting.  How  delightful  and  strength- 
ening the  sympathy  and  co-operation  of  those  in  whose  minds  the  love  of 
man,  a  desire  for  the  promotion  of  human  welfare,  has  transcended  air 
merely  selfish  or  personal  considerations ;  whose  love  to  our  common  Father 
is  evinced  by  acts  of  kindness  to  all  his  children.  May  this  pure  love  in- 
creaae  with  yon  and  us,  and  characterize  all  our  assemblies. 
Affectionately,  your  friends. 

Signed  by  direction  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  Congregational  Friends, 
held  at  Waterloo,  New  York,  Sixth  month,  1858. 


THO'S  M'OLINTOOK,)  ^_, 
RHODA  DE  GARMO,!  ^^'^' 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


u 

FROM   THEODORE   PARKER. 

Boston,  May  19, 1854. 

Joseph  A.  Duodaxe — Dear  Friend :  I  wish  it  was  in  my  power  to 
attend  the  meeting  of  the  Progressive  Friends,  to  which  you  kindly 
invite  me.  But  such  are  my  duties  at  home  that  it  is  quite  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. 80,  instead  of  my  voice,  you  shall  have  a  few  words  from  my  pen, 
though  I  have  time  for  hut  a  few  words. 

The  present  age  has  been  marked  by  a  lon^-continued  peace.  There 
has  been  no  general  or  even  considerable  war  m  Europe  since  1816.  A 
peace  of  thirty-nine  yean  hofi  not  occurred  befiire  in  Europe  since  the 
days  of  the  Antonin^  seventeen  centuries  ago.  One  of  the  consequences 
of  this  long  abstinence  from  war  has  been  the  rapid  increase  of  the  num- 
bers and  the  riches  of  Europe.  There  was  never  so  great  a  progress  of 
population  and  of  riches  in  the  same  time.  The  energy  of  the  people  has 
been  called  off  from  destruction  and  devoted  to  the  great  creative  works 
of  life.  The  military  constructions  of  Europe  were  never  so  small  in  pro- 
portion to  the  really  useful  works — roads  of  earth  or  iron,  mills,  bridges, 
ships,  shops,  &c.  Great  advances  have  been  made  in  all  departments  of 
philoi«ophio  study.  Much  has  been  done  for  tlie  public  education  of  the 
people.  The  oliange  in  this  matter  in  Germany,  Scandinavia,  Hol- 
lana,  France  and  England,  is  immense.    Yon  see  the  results  every  where. 

There  has  been  a  great  development  of  mind.  This  is  marked  by 
two  things;  first,  the  dissolution  of  the  old  theologies,  and  secondly,  the 
promulgation  of  philosophical  views  of  God,  man,*  and  the  relation  be- 
tween God  and  man.  These  two  processes  go  vigorously  on  in  all  the 
sects  of  Christendom,  except  the  Greek  Church.  Mr.  Eonge's  movement 
among  the  German  Catholics  is  a  very  hopefbl  sign  of  our  times — not 
destructive  alone  but  creative.  The  rise  of  "  Free  Religious  Societies " 
in  Germany,  and  among  the  Germans  in  America  is  full  of  encourage- 
ment In  England,  also,  liberal  ideas  find  a  resting-place  and  a  welcome. 
Historical  research  destroys  the  old  and  dangerous  doctrines  as  to  the 
miraculous  origin  of  the  Scriptures  and  the  Church ;  philosophical  inves- 
tigation sweeps  away  the  old  notion  of  miracles ;  and  so  a  free  field  will 
be  left  for  the  spirit  of  man  to  erect  a  true  religion  on.  Books  like  that 
of  Mr,  Stratt$8^  which  at  first  might  be  thought  merely  destructive,  prove 
of  great  service  to  mankind.    They  mow  down  the  bushes. 

An  attempt  is  now  making  to  separate  Religion  from  the  documents 
connected  with  religion.  Once  all  Christians  said,  ^'  The  Catholic  Church 
is  the  Religion  of  Christians."  Then  the  Protestants  separated  Christianity 
from  the  institutions  called  the  Churchy  and  were  more  religious  than 
before.  But  the  Protestants  said,  ^^  The  Bible  is  the  Religion  of  Protes- 
tants," and  came  under  bondage  to  the  Old  and  New  Testaments.  Now 
we  are  to  accept  all  tlie  ^ood  of  the  Bible,  because  it  is  good,  not  because 
it  is  Biblical,  and  reject  its  evil,  not  because  it  is  Biblical,  but  because  it 
is  evil ;  and  then  get  all  the  good  we  can  find  every  where. 

80  a  new  Form  of  Religion  will  get  established.  Its  Sentiment  will 
be  Piety,  the  Love  of  God ;  its  Jd^  that  of  the  Infinite  Perfection  of 
God,  who  creates  with  Infinite  Wisdom,  Justice  and  Love,  and  gives  the 
Law  of  Man  in  the  Nature  of  Man ;  its  Form  will  be  Morality,  keeping 
every  Law  which  God  wrote  on  the  Body  or  in  the  Soul  of  Man.  The 
old  forms  of  Reli^on,  with  their  notions  of  an  imperfect  God,  must 
gradually  go  to  the  ground,  and  gradually  a  new  Form  of  Religion  must 
rise  up  and  take  their  place.  We  want  a  Form  of  Religion  which  takes 
the  Universe  as  a  Revelation  of  God,  and  in  Human  Nature  finds  the  Law 
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for  HmDap  Nature,  written  by  the  Infinite  God.  With  this  Form  of 
BeligioD  we  need  fear  nothing  for  superstition  or  atheism.  Philanthropy 
will  be  the  proof  of  Piety,  not  superstition  the  sign  of  having  been  *^  con- 
yerted." 

With  hearty  denres  for  the  snooeas  of  yoar  noble  enterprise,  belieye 
me. 

Truly,  your  friend, 

THEO.  PARKER. 


FROM  OASSroS  M.  OLAY. 

Whttb  Halt,  p.  O.,  Mad.  Co.,  Ky.,  May  12, 1854. 
Mt  Dkab  Fbiend  : 

Tour  yery  kind  invitation  to  meet  you  at  the  Annual  Association 
of  the  Progressive  Friends  on  the  2l8t  inst  is  received.  I  am  under 
continued  obligations  to  that  noble  section  of  Friends  for  their  considera- 
tion, which  is  everywise  reciprocated.  My  sentiments  respond  to  the 
great  principles  of  thevr platform^  and  my  aspirations  are  for  their  triumph. 

Life  is  indeed  ^^  short  and  fhll  of  evil '^  in  an  ordinary  way,  but  those 
who  have  widened  afar  the  channels  of  Human  Happiness  have  a  Just 
foretaste  in  this  world  of  the  good  man^s  award,  and  have  by  no  means 
lived  in  vain. 

My  engagements  and  the  distance  forbid  my  attendance,  but  I  am 
with  you  and  all  true  men  in  your  aspirations  for  the  Right. 
Believe  me,  ever  truly  your  fHend, 

0.  M.  OLAY. 

J.  A.  DUODALB. 


FROM  T.  W.  HIGGIN80N. 

WoBOseTKB,  Mass.,  May  20, 1854. 
Deab  Frisitd  :  I  desire  at  some  future  period  to  meet  the  Progressive 
Friends  in  their  Yearly  Meeting,  but  I  am  for  the  present  prevented  by 
my  wifo^s  ill  health  and  my  other  engagements. 

Let  me,  however,  assure  yon  and  them  of  my  strong  interest  in  your 
organization,  and  my  firm  conviction  that  its  principles  are  destined  surely 
to  prevail  at  last  The  period  of  mere  sectarianism  is  past  The  day  of 
mere  negative  protest  a^nst  sectarianism  is  past  also.  The  day  is  come 
for  new  religious  organizations,  founded  on  so  wide  a  basis  as  to  make 
sectarianism  henceforward  impossible.  Beginning  in  various  places  and 
under  various  names,  we  see  these  unions  arising.  If  they  are  true  to 
tiiemselves,  they  will  sooner  or  later  absorb  all  the  life  of  more  narrow 
organizations,  and  instead  of  the  present  network  of  sects,  the  land  will 
be  covered  with  free  religious  unions  of  those  who  unite  to  help,  but  not 
to  bind  each  other. 

Oordially,  your  friend, 

TH08.  WENTWORTH  HIGGINSON. 
,  Joseph  A.  Dugdale,  \ 

SiDKKT  PXIBOB.  ) 
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FROM  THEODORE  D.  WELD. 

Bbllbyilli,  N.  J.,  May,  1864. 
Bbloyxd  Feisnd:  I  received  your  cironlar  and  kind  invitation  to 
attend  the  Penn.  Yearly  Meeting  of  Progreasive  Friends.    May  there  be 
spirit-pulses  and  life- words  in  yoor  gathering.    My  duties  are  such  that 
I  cannot  be  present  in  person.    I  shall  be  with  you  in  spirit 
In  haste,  affectionately, 

THEODORE  D.  WELD. 
To  Jos.  A.  DuGDALS,  of  the  Oommittee. 


UNIVERSAL  CHRISTIAN  ALLIANCE. 

[Tht  following  documents^  announcing  the  formation,  in  Franee,  of  a 
"  Universal  ChriatiaD  Alliance,"  upon  principles  almost  identical  with  thoee  of 
Progreasive  Frieods,  were  translated  by  Mabia  Weston  Chapman,  and  forwarded 
from  Paris  to  the  Naiional  Anti'Slwery  Siandard,  in  which  paper  they  were 
published  February  26^  1954] 


APPEAL   TO   OHBISTIANS   OF  ALL  00MMUNI0N8. 

The  Christian  world  is  divided  into  three  great  communions — ^the 
Roman  Catholic,  the  Greek  and  the  ProteHtant  churches.  Each  of  these 
differs  from  the  two  others  in  its  origin,  its  principles,  its  doctrines,  its 
priesthood  and  its  forms  of  worship';  and  each  bears  in  its  bosom  the 
elements  of  dissension,  antagonism  and  discord.  Still,  at  the  present 
time,  we  see  every  where  two  opposite  tendencies.  On  one  side,  the  old 
quarrels  which  for  so  many  centuries  have  caused  so  much  hatred,  war 
and  crime  in  Christendom  are  again  revived,  so  that  in  every  church  we 
see  with  astonishment  the  efforts  of  ardent  sectaries,  adorers  of  the  past 
and  in  insurrection  against  the  present*,  ever  affirming  that  out  of  tKeir 
church  there  can  be  no  salvation,  and  ready  to  buy  its  triumph  at  the  cost 
of  the  same  struggles,  sacrifices  and  calamities.  On  the  other  side,  hn- 
mane  sentiments  are  spreading;  tolerance  is  increasing;  walls  of  division 
are  fitUing;  men  are  drawing  nearer  to  each  other ;  the  spirit  of  nnion  and 
brotherly  love  is  felt ;  and  we  now  joyftally  behold  in  every  church  the 
Christian  friends  of  peace  becoming  more  and  more  numerous,  ardently 
dedring  the  restoration  and  the  victory  not  of  such  or  such  form  of  relf- 
gion,  but  of  religion  itself^ 

The  moment  is  a  solemn  one.  If  the  first  class  carry  the  day,  the 
world  must  again  be  inevitably  thrown  into  all  the  horrors  of  religious 
wars.  If,  on  the  contrary,  the  other  triumphs,  it  is  impossible  to  predict 
to  how  high  a  point  of  greatness  and  prosperitv  humanity  may  be  raised, 
by  this  new  and  life-giving  fusion  of  pure  Christianity. 

"  No  one  is  ignorant  of  the  intense  efforts  every  where  made  by  the 
exclusive  partisans  of  the  Roman  Catholic,  of  the  Grisek,  of  the  Calvinistio 
and  the  Lutherati  churches. 

The  time  has  come  to  unite  alsQ  the  individual  efforts  of  those  Chris- 
tians of  all  denominations,  till  now  separately  put  forth,  who  remember 
the  beautiful  sentiment  of  Fenelon — "  1  prefer  my  family  to  myself;  my 
country  to  my  family ;  the  human  race  to  my  country  " — and  who  prefer 
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tlie  general  and  permanent  interests  of  the  church  universal  to  the  insig- 
nificant and  fleeting  triumphs  of  their  respective  sects. 

A  vast  association  exists  exclusively  consecrated  to  propagation  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  faith.  An  oriental  Greek  Society  has  also  been  founded, 
for  the  preservation  of  all  the  dogmas,  forms,  rituals  and  ancient  usages 
of  the  Greek  Church.  In  the  Protestant  communions,  too,  we  have  seen 
established,  a  few  years  since,  an  EoaTigelical  Alliance^  on  the  foundation 
of  the  faith  called  Orthodox,  as  presented  by  the  reformers  of  the  sixteenth 
century. 

We  propose  another  association,  more  orthodox,  more  evangelical, 
more  apostolic,  more  catholic,  as  it  seems  to  us;  having  for  its  only  prin- 
ciple and  object,  irrespective  of  forms  of  worship  or  of  nationdlty — 

1.  Tlie  love  of  God,  Creator  and  Father  of  all  men. 

2.  The  love  of  men,  the  creatures  and  the  children  of  God. 

8.  The  love  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  God  and  the  Saviour  of 
Men. 

Is  not  this  the  essence  of  religion  in  general  ?  Is  it  not  the  doctrine 
of  J^us  Christ  ?  Are  not  these  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  €k)s- 
pel?  And,  do  they  not,  at  the  bottom,  summarily  comprehend  111© 
doctrines,  the  morality,  the  worship,  admitted  and  recognized  by  fldl 
Christian  communions? 

Now,  Avhy  should  not  the  members  of  these  communions,  renouncing 
controversy  on  secondary  and  single  points,  and  all  fatal,  inhuman  and 
impious  divisions,  rally  freely  under  this  only  and  divine  banner?  Why 
should  they  not  reciprocally  respect  and  aid  each  other,  uniting  as  chil- 
dren of  the  same  Father,  disciples  of  the  same  Master,  heirs  of  the  same 
heaven  ? 

All  particular  cfeeds  have  become  doubtful — all  human  anthorities, 
self-fltyled  infallible,  are  shaken — ^all  pretensions  to  orthodoxy  waver.  It 
is  in  vain  that  these  workmen  of  yesterday  strive  to  rebuild  the  old 
cmmbling  monuments  to-day 

Whatever  its  claims  may  be,  no  one  can  henceforth  re-establish  the 
Roman,  Apostolic,  Catholic  faith.  No  one  will  be  able  to  maintain  the 
immutable  forms  and  doctrines  of  the  Greek  Church.  No  one  will  really 
resuscitate  the  confession  of  Augsburg  or  of  Rochelle.   . 

Christians !  Catholics  I  Greeks !  Protestants  I  Instead,  then,  of  con- 
centrating and  exhausting  your  strength  in  this  impracticable  work, 
unite  in  productive  labor  in  the  vast  field  to  which  the  Lord  calls  you : 

Love  God,  the  Creator  and  Father  of  all. 

Love  Man,  the  Creature  and  Child  op  God. 

LoYB  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  God  and  Saviour  of  Men. 

This  is  the  true  creed  of  our  times.  This  is  the  only  authortty  ad- 
mitted by  all.  This  is  the  only  orthodoxy  which  is  necessary,  unchange- 
able and  eternal  I  Gh !  may  all  good  men,  to  what  form  soever  they 
belong,  cordially  give  each  other  the  right  hand  of  fellowship  upon  this 
coiiimoD  ground!  Let  them  be  persuaded  that  of  all  the  great  things 
done  or  to  be  done  in  the  present  age,  that  to  which  we  now  call  them 
18  not  the  least  grand,  the  least  useful  or  the  least  holy. 

Martin  Pabohotjd,  Pasteur. 

This  appeal,  the  first  public  movement  towards  the  formation  of  the 
Alliance,  was  published  in  the  *  Disciple  of  Jesus  Christ,*  a  monthly 
publication,  edited  by  M.  Paschond.    It  was  followed  by  the  subjoined 
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ADDBBSB  AKD  OONSTirUTIOK  OF  THE  ALLIA90S. 

The  UnWereal  Christian  Alliance,  which  solicits  your  adhesion  and 
your  aid,  rests  upon  a  fact  proved  hy  the  experience  of  centnnes  and  hy 
the  history  of  our  country — ^npon  a  principle  that  the  whole  Gospel  brings 
to  light.  \ 

The  benefit  of  Ohristianity  to  mankind,  the  peace  it  has  founded  and 
the  progress  it  has  begun,  have  been  constantly  sought  in  doctrines, 
forms  and  ecclesiastical  organizations;  each  of  these  elements  of  religion 
have  by  turns  prevaUed,  and  they  have  often  unitedly  pre-occupied  men^s 
minds,  and  reigned  over  their  conscieoces.  This  error  has  been  very 
great,  and  has  produced  fatal  effects ;  good  has  been  hindered,  progress 
suspended,  peace,  above  all,  has  been  compromised,  and  long  periods  of 
struggle  and  discord  have  given  the  lie  to  the  divine  Word — ^^  Ye  thaU 
he  my  di$oiple$  if  ye  hwoe  Une  one  for  the  others 

What  ouffht,  on  the  contrary,  to  have  been  placed  in  the  higher  rank, 
above  doctrines,  forms  and  ecclesiastical  questions,  is.  Practical  Chris- 
tianity— that  Christian  love,  that  Christian  life,  which  is,  in  our  view,  the 
leading  idea  of  the  Christian  religion. 

If  the  signs  of  the  times  have  not  deceived  us— if  we  have  rightly 
heard  and  truly  understood  the  desires^  the  complaints,  the  reproaches 
even  of  our  contemporaries — if  it  be  true  that  vast  numbers  of  the  present 
generation  of  men  walk  blindly  or  by  chance,  seeking  a  new  way  without 
finding  it,  it  seems  to  us  that  the  time  has  come  for  a  serious  attempt  to 
reinstate  in  the  empire  of  the  conscience  the  principle  of  Christian  love. 

This  it  is  which  we  entreat  your  aid  in  accomplishing. 

It  would  be  unjust  to  suspect  us  of  doubting  tiie  legitimate  importance 
of  doctrines,  forms  of  worship  and  church  order.  We  repel  beforehand 
such  an  accusation.  What  would  Christianity  be  without  Christian  con- 
victions? A  contradiction  in  terms;  a  deception  in  ideas.  Each  one 
oujD^t  to  labor  siucerely  and  conscientiously  to  make  clear  in  his  soul  the 
faith  that  he  has  received  or  originated.  Christianity  without  a  form  of 
worship  would  be  only  a  theory  of  God  and  not  a  relation  with  God. 
Each  one  on^t  to  cling  with  fidelity  to  that  form  of  yrorship  which  most 
truthiblly  expresses  his  private  sentiments.  Chrbtianity  can  alone  be 
conceived  of,  in  a  state  of  society,  as  a  communion ;  in  a  word,  as  in 
churches.  No  society,  not  even  the  holiest,  can  do  witiiout  organization, 
without  rules.  Each  one  ou^ht,  then,  to  belong  to  the  church  whose 
constitution  best  answers  to  his  faith.  Still,  however  serious  may  be  the 
questions  which  relate  to  belief,  to  rituals,  to  church  order  and  hierarchy, 
it  is  our  firm  persuasion  that  the  ruling  principle  of  ChrJBtian  love  tri- 
umphs over  these  diversities  without  effaqing  tliem. 

We  mean  not  hereby  to  maintain  a  cold  and  disdainfiil  neutrality 
between  different  Christian  communions,  but  to  profess  and  recommend 
mutual  support,  mutual  respect  for  sincere  convictions,  and  to  strengthen, 
as  we  may,  the  only  tie  which  can  unite  them. 

It  will  be  seen  &at  the  Christian  Alliance  is  adverse  to  no  church,  to 
no  communion,  to  no  Christian  opinion ;  it  does  but  labor  with  them  all 
that  the  spirit  of  Sect  should  at  length  yield  to  the  spirit  of  the  Gospel, 
and  that  tne  friends  of  religion  should  unite  to  prepare  for  all  the  path  of 
progress  in  this  life  and  of  happiness  in  the  next. 

The  Alliance  will  have  no  other  adversary,  then,  but  intolerance. 

K  we  are  reproaclied  with  seeking  to  unite  tendencies  and  convictions 
hitherto  pronounced  irreconcilable— if  it  is  deemed  nothing  but  impm- 
denoe  to  bring  into  a  common  sphere  of  action  minds  which  could  not 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


agree  in  a  uniform  explanatioB  of  the  three-fold  prinoiple  of  love  of  Grod, 
love  of  Christy  and  love  of  men,  we  can  only  reply  that  thoB  is  Ohristianity 
coDstitnted ;  that,  amid  the  divergencies  of  fkitb,  it  is  for  the  interest  of 
all  to  find  a  centre  of  action  apart  from  these  divergencies;  and  that, 
according  to  the  teachings  of  the  Master,  it  is  right  to  offer  the  same 
recompense  to  the  laborers  of  ^ very  different  hour. 

FinaUy,  if  the  grandear  of  onr  undertaking  oaases  ns  to  be  accused  of 
temerity,  it  is  sufficient  to  remark,  to  any  who  may  be  alarmed  by  its 
size,  that  its  development  must  depend  on  the  aid  it  receives.  It  is,  in 
its  nature,  progressive,  depending  for  its  growth  on  the  general  will. 

The  Alliance  pledges  itself  at  tlie  outset  to  pursue  its  way  in  the 
three  different  directions  indicated  by  the  principles  we  have  just  pre- 
sented. 

In  order,  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  to  substitute  the  Christian  for  the  Sec- 
tarian, it  is  evident  that  we  must  do  good  to  all  without  distinction  of 
creed  or  nationality;  turn  our  attention  to  the  young,  and  labor  to  re- 
move prejudice,  to  extinguie^  hatred,  and  to  spr«Ad  those  f^eat  principles 
of  pure  Christianity  which  say  to  men.  Believe  1  it  is  requisite;  Adore,  it 
is  necessary;  but  above  all  that  you  may  truly  believe  and  worship. 
Love  I 

Hence  the  formation  of  the  three  committees  of  the  Council  of  the 
AJlianoe.  The  whole  work  is  in  theur  hands ;  it  is  a  sufficient  guaranty 
th^  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  politics.  Art.  third  of  the  By-Laws  indi- 
cates the  mode  of  uniting  with  us. 

Such  are  our  principles,  our  end  and  our  means;  and  we  conscien- 
tiously declare,  Vefore  Qod  and  before  our  brethren,  and  with  equal 
energy  both  as  citizens  and  Christians,  that  it  is  a  work  at  once  fraternal, 
salutary  and  fruitful,  of  which  the  hour  has  come. 

Accept,  M ,  the  assurance  of  our  best  wishes, 

Ths  Council  of  the  Aluanob, 
Jambs  Cdisb,  President. 
Hbhbi  Babbbzat,  Secretary. 

Parti,  December^  1868. 

The  Council  intends  to  form  Committees  qf  Ladies  immediately. 


BY-LAWS. 

"TbeM  three  ihiDn  remain,  Faith,  Hope  and  Charity.    Bot  the  greateft  of  these  it 
Charity."— 5».  Paul;  I.  Cor.,  xiii, :  13? 

Abtiolb  I.  The  Universal  Christian  Alliance  has  for  its  object,  to  put  in 
action  these  three  principles :  Love  to  God,  the  Maker  and  Fatner  of  all 
men ;  Love  to  men,  immortal  beings  and  children  of  Qod ;  Love  to  Jesus 
Christ,  the  Son  of  6od  and  the  Saviour  of  Men. 

Art.  XL  The  Alliance  will  seek  to  atudn  this  object  by  the  follovring 
means : 

1.  The  practice  of  charity  towards  aU  men,  of  whatever  faith  or 
nation. 

2.  To  give  education  and  instruction  to  children,  and  to  watch  over 
apprentices,  in  the  spirit  of  the  Alliance. 

8.  To  propagate  and  defend  its  principles  by  publications  and  meet- 
ings. 

Art.  III.  Any  person  may  become  a  member  of  the  Alliance  by 
accepting  its  principlee  and  by  dgnifymg  his  adhesion  by  the  payment  m 
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an  annaal  subscription,  the  amount  to  depend  on  the  will  of  the  snb- 
scriber. 

Art.  IV.  The  efltorts  of  the  Alliance  shall  be  directed  by  a  Provisional 
Council,  composed  of  42  members,  exclusive  of  the  President,  Vice- 
President,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

Abt.  V.  This  Council  shall  be  divided  into  tliree  Committees,  to 
wit: 

1.  Committee  of  Beneficence,  which  shall  seek  assistance  for  the  old 
and  infirm,  care  and  medicine  for  the  sick,  work  for  the  efiioient  laborer. 

2.  Committee  of  Instruction  and  Patronage,  to  occupy  itself  with  the 
education  of  children,  according  to  the  principles  of  tlie  Alliance.  Its 
efibrts  will  tend  to  the  foundation  of  schools  and  asylums,  with  finding 
places  for  youth  and  apprentices,  and  with  watching  over  their  instmo- 
tion  and  their  welfare,  and,  later,  their  career  in  life. 

8.  Committee  for  the  Explanation  of  the  Principles  of  the  Alliance, 
who  are  to  propagate  its  principles  by  publications  and  by  conferences. 

Art.  VI.  The  CfiScers  of  the  Society  are  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Council.    The  number  of  Vice-Presidents  is  not  limited. 

Art.  VII.  The  Council,  with  all  the  oflScers,  are  named  for  three 
year^  All  are  re-eligible.  The  Council  shall  be  renewed  by  one-third 
annually. 

Art.  VIII.  Each  Committee  shall  make  its  own  By-Laws,  under  the 
approbation  of  the  Council. 

Art.  IX.  Each  Committee,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Council,  may 
add  to  itself  a  certain  number  of  the  members  of  the  Alliance,  to  second 
its  labors.  These  may  have  a  consulting  voice  in  the  sittings  of  the 
Committee  to  which  they  are  attached. 

.    Art.  X.  The  Council  will  promote  the  formation  of  local  Societies, 
corresponding  with  those  of  Paris. 

Art.  XI.  The  Council  decide  upon  the  time  for  general  convocations 
of  the  Universal  Christian  Alliance. 


TO  THE  UNIVERSAL  CHRISTIAN  ALUANCE. 

lb  the  Council  and  Members  of  the  Unitertal  Christian  AUiance^  formed 
in  Paris^  Dee,  1863,  the  Pennsylvania  Yearly  Meeting  of  Progressive 
Friends  sendeth  fraternal  salutations  : 

Beloved  Friends:  Tour  ^^  Appeal  to  Christians  of  all  Communions," 
together  with  your  circular  letter  and  bv-laws,  having  been  translated 
for  the  National  Anti-Slavery  Standard^  by  Maria  Weston  Chapmas,  a 
philanthropic  American  woman  resident  in  Paris,  and  published  in  the 
issue  of  that  paper  for  February  26th,  1864,  were  read  in  our  assemblv, 
awakening  in  us  emotions  of  the  purest  pleasure.  Indeed,  we  can  hardly 
find  language  to  express  the  deep  joy  which  fills  our  hearts,  in  contempla- 
tion of  the  cheering  fact,  that  in  a  land  so  far  remote,  and  among  a  people 
speaking  a  language  different  from  ours,  an  Af<sociation  has  been  formed, 
whose  spirit,  purposes,  and  lums,  in  spite  of  minor  differences,  are  identi- 
cal with  onr  own.  We  send  yon  across  the  water  our  word  of  friendly 
cheer,  and  the  hearty  Qod-speed  that  leaps  from  hearts  devoted  like  your 
own  to  the  work  of  man's  enfranchisement  from  the  chains  of  ignorance, 
superstition,  bigotry  and  sin.  We  shall  incorporate  your  documents  with 
our  own  proceedings,  that  others  like  ourselves  may  be  comforted  by  the 
spirit  of  love  that  breathes  in  every  line,  and  induced  to  lend  their  aid  to 
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a  moTeinent  which  is  designed  to  hr'mg  all  the  fHends  of  pure  and  node- 
file4  religion,  in  every  part  of  the  globe,  upon  one  common  platform  of 
principlee,  and  into  one  harmonions  brotherhood. 

With  this  brief  eommunication,  we  shall  send  to  yonr  President  and 
Secretary  copies  of  all  our  published  proceedings,  embracing  the  Exposi- 
tion of  Si^ntiments  adopted  by  us  at  the  time  of  our  first  organization.  To 
these  we  refer  you  for  information  as  to  our  principles,  purposes,  plans 
and  ho|  es.  In  some  minor  particulars  we  may,  and  doubtless  do  differ 
from  yon,  as  we  certainly  do,  individually,  among  ourselves.  But  these 
shades  of  difference  sink  into  utter  insignificance  in  comparison  with  those 
sublime  princi[)le8,  in  respect  to  wliich  we  all  see  eye  to  eye,  and  for  the 
promotion  of  which  our  respective  Associations  have  been  formed.  As 
individuals,  we  all  have  our  theologies,  which  rouf-t,  in  the  nature  of  things, 
hold  an  important,  though  indefinable  relation  to  all  our  activities,  whether 
independent  or  associative ;  but  these  do  not  fonn  any  ol)stacle  to  a  hearty 
co-operation  in  works  of  beneficence  and  hive,  and  in  the  effort  to  adjust 
all  human  relations  and  duties  to  the  standard  of  Practical  Christianity,  as 
exemplified  in  the  life  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth  Our  experience  has  taught 
us  that  oneness  of  spirit  and  identity  of  object  in  respect  to  the  practical 
dnties  of  life  may  co-exist  with  the  widest  diversity  of  theological  c»pin- 
ions.  The  efibrt  to  unite  the  friends  of  moral  purity  and  practical  right- 
eonsness  upon  a  basis  of  creeds,  rituals,  and  forms,  has  been  an  utter  failure. 
Kay,  worse.  It  has  filled  the  world  with  bitter  dissension  and  strife.  In- 
stead of  attracting  men  to  each  other  as  one  Brotherhood,  it  has  set  indi- 
viduals, families,  and  nations  at  enmity  one  with  another.  We  believe  it 
Is  time  that  an  experiment  so  utterly  abortive,  and  worse  than  abortive, 
should  be  abandoned ;  and  that  the  lovers  of  God  and  of  their  fellow-men 
should  henceforth  seek  a  union  founded  upon  those  great  principles  of 
Practical  Righteousness  and  Christian  Love,  in  respect  to  which  they  are 
essentially  of  one  mind  and  one  heart.  We  do  not  deny  the  importance 
of  attaining  to  correct  views  of  theology,  nor  would  we  discourage  the 
investigation  of  a  subject  so  intinmtely  connected  with  the  development 
and  progress  of  the  human  race ;  but  we  solemnly  affirm  the  duty  of  seek- 
ing nrst,  not  the  theology,  but  the  righteousness  of  the  kingdom  of  Hea- 
ven. We  believe  that  clearness  and  soundness  of  doctrinal  views  Xsan  be 
attained  only  in  the  moral  atmosphere  which  surrounds  those  who  are 
obedient  to  the  light  of  truth,  as  revealed  from  God  in  their  own  souls, 
and  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  to  their  fellow-men. 

It  will  afford  us  great  pleasure  to  receive  from  you  an  answer  to  this 
brief  communication,  if  you  shall  feel  that  you  have  any  words  of  sympa- 
thy, encouragement,  counsel,  or  even  of  admonition,  to  convey  to  us.  We 
shall  welcome  any  ray  of  light  which  it  may  be  in  your  power  to  shed 
upon  our  pathway,  any  words  of  fraternity  or  hope  that  your  hearts  may 
prompt  you  to  utter. 

In  the  fnlne$«8  of  that  love  that  knows  no  distinction  of  caste,  nation- 
ality, or  complexion,  we  are  your  friends  and  well-wishei*s. 
Signed,  on  behalf  of  the  meeting, 

JOSEPH  A.  DUGDALK)  r^««^- 
SIDNEY  PEIRGE,  f  t^LBiofl. 
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TO  THE  WATERLOO  YEARLY  MEETING  OF  CONGREGATIONAL 

FRIENDS. 

Deab  Fbisndb  :  From  this,  oar  second  Yearl^r  Meeting,  we  address 
you  a  letter  of  sympathy  and  hope;  sympathy  in  the  oneness  of  our 
cause,  and  hope  in  the  benefits  of  oar  labor.  We  feel  that  the  daty  of 
oar  lives  consists  more  especially  in  service  and  endarance,  in  that  patJIi 
we  have  entered  and  in  which  we  have  met  more  than  oar  anticipations. 

Progressive  Friends  have  set  aside  thd  old  boandaries  of  religions 
duties,  which  restricted  the  mind  in  its  aspirations  towards  a  nniversal 
truth  m  humanity.  They  have  found  no  work  so  great  as  the  elevation 
of  their  race  in  moral  excellence,  because  none  so  much  contributing  to 
fill  the  earth  with  the  glad  songs  of  Joy.  In  the  performance  of  the80 
duties  they  perceive  the  beauty  of  Onristy  a  living'  sacrifice — ^a  brother- 
hood in  sorrow ;  for  where  oppression  is  manifested  there  must  our  pro- 
test be  heard ;  where  ignorance  exists,  there  is  ground  on  which  to  labor : 
and  where  crime  has  been  sown  and  has  flourished,  there  mercy  and 
truth  must  meet  and  dwell  together.  Dear  friends,  it  appears  to  us 
that  too  long  men  and  women  have  shut  themselves  ap  from  the  great 
flood  of  cares  and  sorrows  in  the  world  around.  Too  long  have  they 
been  taught  to  be  more  eager  for  their  own  salvation  than  to  exert  an 
influence  for  others.  Too  long  have  we  been  dependent  on  creeds  and 
doctrines  as  bearing  heavenly  ^nits,  rather  than  on  the  seeds  of  charity 
and  mercy ;  in  this  we  feel  tliat  both  priest  and  people  have  gone  out  of 
the  way.  The  wider  road  of  expediency,  which  is  fenced  on  either  side 
by  interest,  has  been  preferred  to  tlie  narrow  road  of  truth,  whose  pro- 
tection is  the  united  wisdom  and  goodness  of  nature. 

In  the  insufiSciencies  of  the  past  to  fulfil  the  present,  we  see  the  ne- 
cessity of  another  course  of  action,  and  in  the  opening  of  this  neV  life 
we  feel  most  especially  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  knowledge 
and  remembrance  of  vour  labor  being  ours ;  that  one  common  impulse 
has  drawn  our  hearts  cdosely  together ;  that  the  star  which  leads  ns,  shines 
brighter  and  brighter  in  the  East 

A  great  spirit  of  inquiry  is  abroad,  great  battles  have  to  be  fought, 
great  victories  must  he  ours;  and  although  the  end  is  not  yet,  in  the  cer- 
tainty of  success  we  find  a  source  of  happiness  and  peace  not  to  be  fully 
expressed,  and  to  be  understood  alone  by  those  who  form  one  of  onr 
"  army  with  banners." 

That  all  the  rewards  prepared  for  earnest  and  truthful  men  and 
women  may  be  yours  by  divine  right,  we  sincerelv  desire;  then  shall  we 
hear  again  from  you  the  song  of  peace  and  good  will  to  men.  In  the 
fulness  of  hope,  we  bid  you  farewell  I 


**  One  Iov«  endrolM  all  the  world, 
One  hope  Am        *  " 
One  life  to  f 
Oneeommo] 

Signed  on  behalf  the  Meeting, 


One  hope  for  tmth  Its  oower  c 
One  llfo  to  work,  one  um  onfkirled, 
One  eommoii  pMh  and  dettlnj.^ 


JOSEPH  A.  DUQDALE,  i  ^_, 
SIDNEY  PEIROE,  (  ^*^**- 


TO  THE  OHIO  YEARLY  MEETING  OF  PROGRESSIVE  FRIENDa 

Dbab  FmsNDB :  Though  yonr  token  of  regard  anticipated  by  us  has 
not  yet  arrived,  the  bond  of  sympathy  which  unites  all  who  are  engaged 
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in  this  great  progresBiTe  movemeDt  olaims  from  ns  at  least  a  brief  ex- 
preesion  of  the  sentiinents  of  kiDdness  and  affection  with  which  oar 
spirits  greet  yon  as  brethren  and  oo-laborers  in  the  harvest-field  of 
hnmani^. 

While  we  know  that  on  each  individual  sonl  rests  the  divinely  im- 
posed responsibility  of  elevating  find  parifying  mankind  by  the  exercise 
of  every  means  in  his  power,  we  feel  that  in  union  there  ib  strength,  and  ^ 
that  the  incomprehensible  but  gradually  developing  importance  and  mag- 
nitnde  of  the  work  in  which  we  are  engaged  demands  that  we  shall  lay 
aside  all  sectional  prejudices,  all  preconceived  sectarian  views ;  that  our 
faith  shall  be  eclipsed  by  the  brUliancy  of  our  works ;  and  that  we,  the 
children  of  one  nniversed  Father,  shall,  as  with  one  spirit,  one  heart  and 
hand,  grapple  with  and  seek  to  destroy  the  mighty  evils  which  of^ress 
and  degrade  humanity. 

Slavery,  intemperance  and  war  have  claimed  and  received  the  atten- 
tion of  this  meeting,  and  many  a  fearless  and  earnest  protest  has  been 
nttered  against  t^ese  giant  wrongs. 

Capital  punishment,  no  less  barbarous  but  more  limited  in  its  influ- 
ence, and  the  importance  of  reform  in  the  social,  physical,  moral,  and 
religious  education  of  those  who  are  to  succeed  us  in  the  great  drama  of 
life,  have  each  interested  and  called  for  the  action  of  those  assembled. 

Desiring  that  your  efforts  for  the  promotion  of  the  good  and  true 
may  receive  their  AiU  reward,  we  are,  with  sentiments  of  the  highest  * 
regard,  your  friends. 

Signed  in  behalf  of  the  meeting, 


SIDNEY  PEIRCE,)  >,,    , 
J.  A.  DUGDALE,  f  ^^'^' 


TO   THE    MICHIGAN    YEARLY    MEETING   OF    PROGRESSIVE 

FRIENDS. 

Being  agun  assembled  in  annual  conference,  with  an  earnest  desire 
for  the  advancement  of  truth  and  justice  in  the  earth,  and  the  promotion 
of  the  highest  interests  of  all  mankind,  our  thoughts  have  turned  in 
kindly  remembrance  to  you  as  fellow-laborers  in  a  common  cause. 
Placed,  like  ourselves,  in  antagonism  with  the  prescriptive  spirit  and 
exclusive  theology  of  creed-making  churches,  you  have  doubtless  encoun- 
tered many  discouragements,  and  may  feel  as  though  you  stood  ivell  nigh 
alone ;  but  though  the  laborers  are  few  in  the  great  field  which  stands 
ripe  unto  the  harvest,  let  not  your  confidence  grow  weaker  in  that  Power 
which  has  ever  worked  righteousness,  nor  your  &ith  in  the  omnipotence 
of  truth  folter.  Although  a  cloud  darker  than  midnight  is  hovering  over 
the  western  prairies,  and  Rieht  may  seem  for  a  time  to  yield  to  the 
mi^t  of  error,  yet  in  the  signs  of  the  times  there  is  much  cause  of 
encouragement.  Every  where  there  is  an  awaking  of  the  people  from 
the  night  of  superstition  and  blind  belief  in  the  sufficiency  of  the  forms 
and  ceremonies  which  they  have  been  taught  to  believe  stood  as  a  neces- 
sary medium  between  man  and  his  Creator.  Everywhere  the  great 
truth  IS  being  recognized  that  Vnu  religion  is  that  which  arouses  the 
holiest  sympathies  and  the  purest  impulses  of  the  human  soul;  which 
prompts  the  efforts  for  the  relief  of  the  suffering  wherever  found ;  which 
says  to  no  one,  however  lowly,  ^^  Stand  aside,  I  am  holier  than  thou,^' 
and  which,  were  it  practically  lived  out,  would  unite  in  one  universal 
brotherhood  the  great  family  of  man. 
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It  would  have  been  pleasant  to  us,  and  perhaps  not  unprofitable  to 
yoti,  could  we  ere  this  have  opened  a  corre^^pondenoe  with  each  other, 
ne  have  social  as  well  as  moral  and  religioas  faculties,  wliich  it  is  pro- 
fitable to  cultivate,  and  every  outgoing  of  sympathy  and  love  enrichetb 
alike  the  object  and  tlie  giver.  Hoping  to  be  remembered  in  your  next 
annual  gathering,  we  are  your  friends. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  meeting, 


JOSEPH  A.  DUGDALR)  ^i   i^ 
SIDNEY  PEIROE,  f  ^*^*'- 


FROM  THE  SALEM  (O.)  QUARTERLY  MEETING  OF  PROGRES- 
SIVE FRIENDS. 

DsAB  Fbibnds  : 

We  feci  impell^  by  the  spirit  of  kindness  and  benevolence  to  address 
you,  by  way  of  encouragement.  We  feel  with  you  the  necessity  of  having 
our  liands  strengthened  in  the  great  cause  of  man's  redemption  from  sin 
and  misery.  We  feel  that,  if  we  carry  out  strictly  in  practice  the  prin- 
ciples and  truths  that  we  have  in  posse^^ion,  in  our  intercourse  with  our 
fellow  beings,  we  shall  be  thereby  led  to  discover  new  truths  and  princi- 
^  pies  of  a  still  higher  and  more  elevated  character,  and  increase  our  zeal 
and  efficiency  in  combating  the  errors  and  crimes  by  which  we  are  sur- 
rounded. How  cheering  is  the  truth  that  God  has  implanted  in  the  nature 
of  man  an  irrepressible  desire  for  a  higher  nnd  holier  life.  Through  the 
operatitm  of  this  law  of  his  beini;,  man  is  drawing  nearer  and  nearer  to  the 
Deity,  in  whose  likeness  he  was  made.  We  look  upon  these  Yearly  Meet- 
ings as  one  of  the  means  by  wliich  we  have  been  enabled  to  have  a  clearer 
peroepti(m  of  our  duties  and  responsibilities  in  life,  than  we  should  have 
xiad  if  we  had  refused  to  advance  from  the  order  and  observances  of 
Friends'  Society.  That  Society  did  its  work  in  its  day,  and  now  it  is  passing 
away,  leaving  room  for  a  higher  and  better  form,  which  will  also  perform 
its  mission,  and  then,  in  its  turn,  give  way  for  a  better.  Let  us  then  not 
be  tenaoiims  about  any  form  or  creed,  but  steadily  and  earnestly  keep  an 
eye  to  the  wants  of  the  human  soul,  and  advance,  step  by  step,  as  we  are 
led  along  by  the  star  of  duty.  It  now  appears  to  us^that  it  will  ever  be  a 
part  of  man's  duty  to  assist  the  suffering  bondman  ;^to  raise  the  inebriate 
from  the  slough  of  degradation  and  misery  into  which  temptations  too 
strong  for  his  resistance  have  dragged  him  ;  to  abolish  the  death  penalty, 
and  all  its  attendant  barbarities;  and  to  give  woman  her  right«,  and  make 
her  an  equal  participant  with  man  in  freedom  of  thought  and  action;  to 
give  no  support  to  war's  bloody  arm  now  outstretched  over  Europe, 
causing  thousands  to  weep  for  the  untimely  death  of  some  father,  son  or 
brother,  all  to  advance  the  power  and  ambition  of  a  fellow-man.  We  had 
hoped  that  the  time  for  such  exhibitions  of  human  ferocity  had  passed 
awa}, — that  the  settlement  of  difficulties,  of  whatever  magnitude,  might  be 
effected  on  enlightened  and  Christian  principles.  But  while  this  nation 
encourages  and  fosters  the  elements  of  war,  of  piracy  and  murder,  in  her 
own  children ;  wliile  she  is  ready  to  viol  *te  the  most  sacred  and  binding 
obligaticms  in  order  to  extend  the  curse  of  slavery  to  the  ends  of  the  earth, 
we  have  but  little  to  hope  for  from  other  nations.  If  we  expect  to  accom- 
plish any  thing  praiseworthy,  we  must  perform  our  duty  regardless  of  con- 
sequences. Already  we  think  we  see  signs  of  the  good  time  c<>ming  in 
the  spirit  of  inquiry  that  is  abroad  through  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
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land.  GigADtio  minds  are  being  deyeloped  on  the  side  of  truth  and  liberty. 
The  rising  generation  are  trained  to  think — to  investigate ;  tliey  refuse 
to  be  nursed  in  the  arms  of  a  pro-slavery  and  apostate  chnrch,  choosing 
rather  to  labor  where,  withopt  hindrance,  ihey  can  administer  the  oil  of 
consolation  to  the  poor  and  needy. 

With  a  sincere  desire  that  vonr  m/deting  may  be  presided  over  by  the 
spirit  of  wisdom  and  love,  and  that  yon  may  receive  a  rich  reward  in  the 
consciousness  of  having  performed  yonr  duty,  we  are  your  Mends  and 
fellow-laborers. 

Signed  in  and  on  behalf  of  Salem  Quarterly  Meeting,  held  at  Fairmount, 
5thmo.,  18th,  1854. 


ESTHER  0.  HARRIS,    )  ^_, 
PIERCE  GARRET80N,  \  ^^'^' 


TO  THE  INDIANA  QUARTERLY  MEETING  OF  PROGRESSIVE 

FRIENDS. 

Bbab  Friends  : — The  Pennsylvania  Yearly  Meeting  of  Progressive 
Friends  address  themselves  to  the  Friends  who  meet  at  Wabash,  Indiana, 
with  feelings  of  fellowship  and  kindness.  The  bond  that  unites  all  truth- 
loving  hearts  draws  ns  towards  you  with  the  hope  that  in  oneness  of  feel- 
ing, strength  to  overcome  evil  and  patience  to  endnre  oppression  may  be 
possessed.  The  requirements  of  the  present  point  to  paths  of  duty  which 
appear  hard  to  travel ;  yet,  having  confidence  in  our  principles,  we  fear 
no  result  in  the  future.  In  looking  back  over  the  history  of  the  past,  we 
perceive  a  measure  of  reward  appended  to  every  good  word  and  work. 
This  fiEU2t  gives  consolation,  and  strengthens  our  hope.  The  great  evils  of 
slavery,  intemperance,  war,  &c.,  call  for  larger  plans  of  action  in  the  days 
to  come.  Surrounded  as  we  are  by  a  pro-slavery  spirit,  how  much  greater 
the  necessity  of  raising  our  voices  against  the  crime  of  imbruting  the 
Divine  image ;  while  the  outrages  on  the  laws  of  health,  through  the  prey- 
alence  of  intemperance  and  the  use  of  tobacco,  call  for  the  most  earnest 
protestations  Ironi  every  one  who  loves  his  fellow-beings.  Morality,  which 
has  hitherto  been  too  exclusively  theoretical,  needs  to  be  carried  into  life. 
Religion,  which  once  was  urged  only  as  a  daty  to  God,  must  now  be  made 
to  comprehend  our  duties  to  our  neighbor.  The  whole  duty  of  man  needs 
to  be  reaffirmed  to  the  world.  In  the  belief  that  you  are  influenced  by 
aspirations  after  goodness  and  truth,  in  their  highest  aspects,  we  cordially 
tender  you  our  waff-mest  regards  and  sympathies. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  meeting, 

SIDNEY  PEIRCE,  )  ni^, 

JOSEPH  A.  DUGDALE,f  ^^**- 

[Want  of  room  compels  the  omittion  of  the  letter  received  from  John  O.  Wattleii 
•J 
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EXPOSITION  OF  SENTIMENTS. 

ADOPTED     BY    THE    PENNSYLVANIA    YEAELY     MEETING     OF 
PROGRESSIVE    FRE^NDa 

To  the  Friends  of  Pure  and  Undefiled  Religion,  and  to  all  Seekers  after 
Truths  of  whatever  name  or  denomination,  the  Pennsylvania  Yearly 
Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends  sendeth  Oreeting : 

Dear  Friends: — Having  been  led,  as  we  trust,  through  obedience 
to  the  revelations  of  truth,  to  form  a  Religious  Association  upon  princi- 
ples always  too  little  regarded  and  often  trampled  under  foot  by  pro- 
fessing Christians  and  popular  sects,  we  are  constrained  to  address  you 
in  explanation  of  our  leading  sentiments,  purposes,  plans,  and  hopes. 
If,  as  we  believe,  the  basis  of  our  organization,  and  the  arrangements 
^e  propose  for  the  culture  of  man^s  religious  powers,  are  in  harmony 
until  the  Divine  laws,  and  adapted  to  the  wants  of  human  nature  and 
«the  demands  of  the  present  age,  it  is  certainly  incumbent  upon  us  to 
diflfuse  the  knowledge  thereof  as  widely  as  possible;  and  i^  on  the 
x>ther  hand,  *^  the  light  that  is  in  us  be  darkness,"  it  is  proper  that  we 
«hould  invoke  your  earnest  efforts  to  redeem  us  from  our  errors,  and 
turn  our  feet  into  the  highway  of  holiness  and  truth.  We,  therefore, 
ask  your  serious  and  unprejudiced  consideration  of  the  maUers  presented 
in  this  Exposition,  sa  that,  whether  you  shall  accept  or  reject  our  propo- 
sitions, your  conclusions  may  minister  to  your  own  peace  of  mind  and 
growth  in  the  love  and  practice  of  the  truth. 

In  our  efforts  to  apply  the  principles  of  Christianity  to  daily  life, 
And  to  social  customs  and  institutions  which  we  deemed  subversive  of 
Individual  and  national  morality,  as  well  as  in  conflict  with  the  laws  of 
God,  we  encountered  the  hostility  of  the  popular  sects,  to  one  or  an- 
other of  which  most  of  us  belonged,  and  to  which  we  were  bound  by 
(iai  that  grew  with  our  growth  and  strengthened  with  our  strength* 
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Ifingling  with  the  chime  of  church  bells  and  with  the  tones  of  the 
preacher's  voice,  or  breaking  upon  the  stillness  of  our  religious  assem- 
blies, we  heard  the  clank  of  the  slave's  chain,  the  groans  of  the  wound- 
ed and  dying  on  the  field  of  bloody  strife,  the  noise  of  drunken  revelry, 
*the  sad  cry  of  the  widow  and  the  fatherless,  and  the  wail  of  homeless, 
despairing  poverty,  driven 

''By  fool  Oppression's  ruffian  gluttony 
Forth  from  life's  plenteous  feast; ** 

and  when,  in  obedience  to  the  voice  of  God,  speaking  through  the 
holiest  sympathies  and  purest  impulses  of  our  Godlike  humanity,  we 
sought  to  arouse  our  countrymen  to  united  efforts  for  the  relief  of  human 
suffering,  the  removal  of  giant  wrongs,  the  suppression  of  foul  iniquities, 
we  found  the  Church,  in  spite  of  her  solemn  professions,  arrayed  against 
us,  blocking  up  the  path  of  reform  with  her  serried  ranks,  prostituting 
her  mighty  influence  to  the  support  of  wickedness  in  high  places, 
smiling  complacently  upon  the  haughty  oppressor,  "justifying  the 
wicked  for  a  reward,"  maligning  the  feithful  Abdiels  who  dared  to 
stand  up  for  the  truth  and  to  testify  against  popular  crimes — thus 
traitorously  upsetting  the  very  foundations  of  the  Religion  she  was 
sacredly  bound  to  support  and  exemplify,  and  doing  in  the  name  of 
Christ  deeds  at  which  humanity  shuddered,  obliterating  her  indignant 
blushes  only  with  the  tears  that  welled  up  from  the  deeps  of  her  great, 
loving  heart 

For  a  time,  though  not  without  deep  mortification  and  discourage- 
ment, we  bore  this  appalling  delinquency,  thinking  in  our  short-sight- 
edness that  it  was  mainly  the  result  of  a  temporary  mistake,  and  not  of 
an  incurable  leprosy  tainting  the  whole  body.  In  the  "  patience  of 
hope  "  we  toiled  on,  seeking  to  reform  alike  the  Church  and  the  world, 
and  deeming  it  certain  that  the  former  would  speedily  abandon  her 
false  and  sinful  position,  and  ^  come  up  to  the  help  of  the  Lord  "  against 
the  hosts  of  unrighteousness  and  oppression.  Our  hopes  in  this  respect 
were  doomed  to  a  sad  and  bitter  disappointment  The  leaders  of  the 
Church,  instead  of  retracing  the  false  step  which  they  had  taken,  grew 
more  and  more  hostile  to  the  cause  of  Christian  Reform,  while  there  was 
not  found  in  the  body  enough  of  moral  principle  to  reject  their  counsels 
and  repudiate  their  impious  claims  to  a  Divine  warrant  for  their  crimi- 
nal apostacy.  Inflated  with  spiritual  pride,  and  claiming  to  be  the 
anointed  expounders  of  God's  will,  they  mocked  at  Philanthropy  as  no 
part  of  religion,  exalted  in  its  place  the  Dagon  of  man-made  Disciplines, 
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jfged  obedienoe  to  the  decisions  <^  Yearly  Meetings  or  other  ecdeai' 
astical  assemblies,  as  the  sum  of  human  obUgation,  bade  us  stifle  the 
gushing  sympathies  which  link  us  to  our  kind,  and  passively  "  wait 
God's  time  "  for  the  removal  of  the  evib  that  afflict  and  curse  our  race ; 
as  if  God  had  not  revealed  his  purpose  of  doing  this  work  by  humaiL 
instrumentality — as  if  there  were  times  when  deeds  of  charity  and 
mercy  are  offensive  in  His  sight — as  if  the  cry  of  suffering  Humanity 
and  the  emotions  it  stirs  within  us  were  not  a  sufficient  revelation  of 
His  will,  and  we  were  bound  to  wait  in  listless  inactivity  for  some 
supernatural  or  miraculous  manifestation  of  His  authority  and  power ! 
Alas  I  how  many  have  thus  waited,  until  at  last  the  spiritual  ear  has 
become  too  dull  and  heavy  to  vibrate  under  the  gentle  tones  of  the 
"still,  small  voice,''  and  the  heart  so  hard  and  cold,  that  it  has  ceased 
to  beat  at  the  cry  of  mortal  woe  I  Superstition  has  woven  aroimd  thei^ 
souls  her  impenetrable  veil,  excluding  the  warm  sunlight  of  God's  pre- 
sence, paralyzing  their  moral  energies,  and  leaving  their  holiest  sympa- 
thies to  stagnate  for  lack  of  use ;  thus  unfitting  them  for  the  work 
the  good  Father  sets  before  them  in  common  with  all  His  children,  and 
defeating  the  great  end  and  purpose  of  their  earthly  life. 

When  we  refused  to  obey  the  mandate  of  our  ecclesiastical  rulers, 
choosing  to  hearken  to  the  voice  of  God  rather  than  unto  the  voice  of 
man,  we  found  our  worst  foes  in  our  OMm  religious  households ;  the  rod 
of  ecclesiastical  power  was  lifted  above  our  heads,  and  some  of  us  were 
made  to  understand  that  excommunication  was  the  price  to  be  paid  for 
the  exercise  of  that  liberty  which  Jesus  proclaimed  as  the  birthright  of 
his  disciples.  We  might  have  devoted  our  energies,  to  the  acquisition 
of  wealth,  and,  in  imitation  of  the  example  o(  many  who  stood  high  in 
the  Church,  entered  into  close  relations  with  men  devoid  of  religious 
principle  in  the  pursuit  of  that  object,  and  no  voice  of  censure  or  re- 
proof would  have  been  lifled  against  us ;  but  when  we  associated  with 
noble  men  and  women,  not  of  our  sect,  for  the  purpose  of  abolishing 
slavery,  war,  intemperance,  and  other  crying  abominations,  and  our 
zeal  for  humanity  made  us  indifferent  to  the  forms  of  the  Church, 
though  more  than  ever  alive  to  the  great  principles. she  had  so  long 
professed  to  believe  and  revere,  we  were  treated  as  offenders;  and  the 
strange  spectacle  wa^  witnessed  of  bodies,  claiming  to  be  God's  I'epre- 
•entatives  on  earth,  excluding  from  their  pale,  men  and  women  of  blame- 
less lives  for  loving  peace,  purity  and  freedom  so  devotedly,  as  to  be 
willing  to  co-operate  with  all  whose  hearts  prompted  them  to  labor  for 
the  promotion  of  those  heavenly  virtues.    Thus  were  the  great  and  en- 
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nobHng  prinoiples  of  our  common  humanity  subordinated  to  sectarian 
shibboleths,  and  that  Divine  charity,  which  is  the  essence  of  the  God- 
like, and  the  sum  of  every  virtue  in  man,  narrowed  down  to  the  dimen- 
sions of  a  particular  creed,  or  smothered  under  the  petty  limitations  of 
speculative  theology. 

'  Driven  thus  to  choose  between  our  loyalty  to  sect  ahd  our  allegiaj[ice 
to  Qody  and  feeling  still  the  need  of  some  outward  helps  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  ^e  religious  sentiment,  we  were  naturally  led  to  investigate 
the  whole  subject  of  religious  organization,  its  nature,  uses  and  sphere, 
and  the  source  and  extent  of  its  powers.  The  result  of  our  inquiries  is 
a  dear  conviction,  that  Churches,  however  high  their  pretensions  of  au- 
thority derived  from  God,  are  only  human  organizations,  and  the  repos- 
itories of  only  such  powers  as  may  have  been  rightfully  conferred  upon 
them  by  the  individuals  of  whom  they  are  composed,  or  derived  from 
the  laws  of  our  social  nature.  It  is  time  that  this  truth,  so  long  ob- 
scured by  the  sorcery  of  priestcraft,  were  clearly  understood  and  boldly 
proclaimed.  Too  long  have  the  common  people  been  deluded  with  the 
idea  that  the  Church  hblds  a  mysterious  orgcmic  relation  to  the  Infi- 
nite,— a  relation  distinct  from  that  existing  between  the  soul  and  its 
Creator,  and  conferring  special  powers  and  prerogatives.  Perhaps  no 
error  has  done  more  than  this  to  debase  and  enslave  the  min)l  of  man, 
to  fetter  his  godlike  powers,  and  make  him  the  ready  instrument  of 
superstition  and  priestcraft  It  is  the  most  vicious  element  of  Popery, 
from  which  our  Protestant  sects  are  not  yet  delivered.  Our  religion, 
which  should  make  us  free  and  self-reliant,  willing  to  bend  the  knee  only 
to  God,  as  he  stands  revealed  to  our  own  consciousness,  withered  by  the 
touch  of  this  superstition,  becomes,  in  the  hands  of  ambitious  and  designing 
men,  the  instrument  of  our  degradation,  the  symbol  of  littleness,  meanness, 
bigotry  and  hypocrisy.  The  Romish  Church  sets  up  for  herself  a  claim  of 
absolute  infallibility,  and  the  various  Protestant  sects,  professing  to  deride 
ker  pretensions,  yet  tax  our  credulity  scarcely  less.  From  the  Episcopal 
Church,  wiUi  her  imposing  ritual  and  elaborate  ceremonials,  down  to  mod- 
em Quakerism,  with  its  professed  abjuration  of  all  forms,  its  rustic  garb 
and  look  of  "  meek  simplicity,"  all  seem  deluded  with  the  idea  that  the 
Church,  being  made  after  a  Divine  pattern,  is  supematurally  preserved 
from  error.  Even  the  Quaker  regards  the  decision  of  his  Yearly  Meeting 
with  a  superstitious  reverence  scarcely  inferior  to  that  which  the  Catho- 
lic awards  to  the  decrees  of  the  Pope  and  the  Cardinals.  Do  his  rea- 
son and  common  sense  suggest  that  the  Yearly  Meeting  has  decided 
erroneously  or  unjustly,  he  banishes  the  thought  as  little  less  than  im- 
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pious,  becomes  silent  if  not  acquiescent,  and  mayhap  lays  his  reason 
and  common  sense  a  sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  the  Church*  Poor  man  1 
let  him  be  once  fairly  convinced  that  ecclesiastical  bodies,  however  sa 
cred  their  professions,  however  worthy  of  esteem  within  their  legiti- 
mate sphere,  are  yet  only  Auman,  and  without  authority  to  bind  the 
conscience  even  of  the  humblest  of  God's  children,  and  he  will  no  longer 
dare  to  offer  such  a  sacrifice,  to  dishonor  his  Creator  by  debasing  his 
own  exalted  powers. 

It  would  be  easjito  show  that  this  claim  of  supernatural  power,  on 
the  part  of  the  organized  Church,  is  at  war  with  the  whole  genius  and 
spirit  of  Christianity  as  exhibited  in  the  life  and  teachings  of  Jesus,  and 
without  warrant  in  the  writings  of  the  Apostles  and  primitive  Christians, 
as  well  as  subversive  of  individual  rights  and  responsibilities.  Jesus 
nowhere  indicated  an  intention  to  organize  a  Church  clothed  with  such 
power.  Indeed,  it  does  not  appear  from  his  recorded  words  that  he 
even  contemplated  any  organization  whatever  of  those  who  should  em- 
brace his  doctrines.  He  specified  no  such  work  as  incumbent  upon 
those  whom  he  sent  forth  as  witnesses  of  the  truth,  but  left  them  to 
adopt  such  instrumentalities  as  might  seem  to  them  adapted  to  promote 
the  object  of  their  mission.  The  Apostles  did  indeed  organize  Churches, 
but  they  did  not  pretend  that  they  were  framed  after  a  Divinely  pre- 
scribed pattern,  still  less  that  they  were  clothed  with  a  supernatural 
power.  "  It  was  not,"  says  a  learned  writer  *  "  until  the  number  of  personal 
followers  of  Jesus  increased  by  thousands,  and  tkeneedof  some  organization 
began  to  hefelt^  that  any  thing  like  the  institution  of  a  distinct  and  perma- 
nent religious  society  appears  to  have  been  definitely  contemplated.  And 
then  nothing  more  was  done,  than  was  necessary  to  that  present  exigency. 
Thus  the  whole  institution  of  the  Church  at  Jerusalem  grew  up  by 
degrees,  as  one  step  after  another  was  called  for  by  a  succession  of  cir- 
cumstances altogether  peculiar.^  A  religious  periodical  of  high  authority 
in  matters  of  ecclesiastical  history,  f  testified,  some  years  since,  as  fol- 
lows :  **  Men  have  clung  as  with  a  dying  grasp  to  a  few  shreds  of  an- 
cient tradition,  and  deemed  it  sacrilege  to  meddle  with  these  consecrated 
relics.  They  have  attached  a  peculiar  sacredness  to  their  own  constitu- 
tions, councils,  ordinances,  creeds  and  decisions,  as  if  they  rested  on 
Divine  right  and  apostolic  authority. . .  .The  beautiful  theories  of  Church 
government,  devised  with  so  much  care  and  put  together  with  so  much 
skill  and  art,  have,  we  are  sure,  no  manner  of  resemblance  to  the 

•  Leonard  Baoon,  in  his  "Manual  for  Young  Church  Members.** 
t  The  Christum  Spectator,  Sept,  1888. 
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ChnrcheB  mentioned  in  the  Acts  and  Epistles.  The  primitive  Chn»> 
tians,  could  they  come  among  us,  would  be  not  a  litUe  surprised  to  hear 
their  assemblies,  gathered  by  stealth  for  worship,  with  or  without  par- 
ticular standing  officers,  referred  to  as  the  models  afier  which  the  super- 
structure of  denominational  Churches  is  supposed  to  be  fashioned. 
They  were  simplo'hearted  men  and  women,  exposed  to  continual  perse- 
cution, and  bound  together  in  Christian  love ;  forming  and  modifying 
their  regulations  exactly  as  was  needed  ;  never  once  dreaming  that  they 
or  their  successors  were  bound  to  a  single  system  by  some  great  code, 
provided  by  Divine  authority . . .  .The  reason  of  associating  together 
was,  to  further  this  great  end,  mutually  to  enliven  the  feelings  of  devo- 
tion, strengthen  the  principles  of  piety,  and  aid  in,  and  urge  to,  the  dis- 
diarge  of  duty. . .  .Some  things  were  practised  in  some  Churches  and 
not  in  others.  Some  officers  existed  in  one  and  not  in  another ;  some 
met  in  one  place  and  not  in  another ;  and  all  had  a  right  to  do  what- 
ever might  be  conducive  to  the  general  goodP 

We  have  dwelt  at  some  length  on  this  point,  because  we  deem  it  of 
fundamental  importance.  This  claim  of  organic  communion  witii  €h)d 
lies  at  the  root  of  many  evils  in  the  Churches  around  us,  and  hence  we 
desire  to  make  our  denial  of  its  validity  as  emphatic  as  possible.  We 
would  impress  upon  the  minds  of  all  whom  our  voice  may  reach,  the 
truth,  that  there  is  no  mjrsterious  alchemy  whereby  a  company  of  men, 
mean  and  selfish  as  individuals,  are  transmuted  into  a  holy  body ;  no  Divine 
afflatus  vouchsafed  to  them  in  the  mass,  superseding  the  necessity  of 
personal  conformity  to  the  will  of  God.  Such  a  claim  is  the  acme  of 
superstition  and  imposture.  It  is  amazing  that  it  should  for  so  long  a 
period  have  deceived  and  befooled  the  nations  I  When  will  the  people 
learn  that  there  is  nothing  Divine,  nothing  too  sacred  for  investigation, 
in  Uie  artificial  arrangements  and  prescribed  formalities  of  sects!  Alas ! 
what  multitudes  join  the  popular  Churches,  submitting  to  their  rites  and 
paying  the  expenses  of  their  administration,  deluding  themselves  mean* 
while  with  the  idea  that  they  are  thus  ensuring  their  eternal  salvation, 
even  though  their  daily  lives  are  defiled  by  sordid  and  debasing  acts, 
and  they  scarcely  lift  a  finger  or  breathe  one  honest  aspiration  for  their 
own  or  the  world's  moral  improvement  I 

Our  inquiries  into  the  nature  and  uses  of  Religious  Organization 
have  also  brought  us  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  Churches  around  us  have 
made  a  vital  mistake  in  demanding  uniformity  of  belief  in  respect  to 
scholastic  theology,  ordinances,  rites  and  forms,  as  a  condition  of  reli- 
gious fellowship  and  the  basis  of  associated  efibrt     It  would  hardly  be 
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poanble  to  exaggerate  the  evib  resnltiiig  from  this  mistake.  It  has  led 
the  Church  into  dissensioiia,  hypocrisy  and  all  unpharitableneas,  and  in- 
stead of  promoting  a  manly,  vigorous  and  healthful  piety,  ^diich  ever 
manifests  itself  in  works  of  practical  benevolence  and  would  make  her  a 
bmning  and  a  shining  light  in  the  presence  of  surrounding  darkness,  it 
narrows  the  scope  of  her  Vision,  dwarfe  the  intellect,  smothers  the  heart, 
and  makes  her  the  purveyor  of  traditions  and  shams,  a  covert  for  mean- 
ess  and  treachery,  and  a  hiding-place  for  the  perpetrators  and  apologists 
of  popular  wickedness.  It  reverses  the  arrangements  proposed  by  Jesus 
and  his  early  followers,  putting  that  first  which  should  be  last,  the  inci- 
dental in  place  of  the  primary,  the  temporary  in  place  of  the  eternal 
Jesus  enjoins  it  upon  his  hearers  to  "  seek  fir^t  ^^  kingdom  of  Gk>d  and 
His  righteousness  ;  "  but  the  popular  Church  practically  tells  us,  on  pain 
of  eternal  perdition,  to  seek  first  of  all  the  theology  of  that  kingdom,  as- 
suring us,  with  impious  tongue,  that  if  we  only  master  that,  get  its  dif- 
ferent parts  properly  arranged  and  labelled,  and  learn  to  beheve  them, 
however  inconsistent  with  each  other,  and  contrary  to  our  reason  and 
common  sense,  the  righteousness  may  safely  enough  be  left  to  take  care 
of  itself!  Instead  of  requiring  as  the  evidence  of  our  piety  the  "  fruits  " 
demanded  in  the  Gospel  of  Jesus,  it  sneers  at  "  good  works  "  as  "  car- 
nal'' and  inefficacious,  bids  us  mind  our  catechisms,  disciplines  and  con 
fessions  of  faith ;  to  come  regularly  to  its  assemblies,  and  worship  accord- 
ing to  its  prescribed  forms !  It  is  no  wonder  that  politicians,  bent  upon 
schemes  of  selfish  aggrandizement,  mock  at  the  Higher  Law,  and  declare 
their  own  oppressive  statutes  a  finality,  when  the  Church  is  found  thus 
corrupt  and  apostate.  No  marvel  that  insatiate  Wealth  tramples  upon 
lowly  Poverty ;  that  War's  "red  thunders"  reverberate  round  the  world  • 
that  Drunkenness  counts  its  victims  by  tens  of  thousands ;  that  Land 
Monopoly  grinds  humanity  in  the  dust;  that  Lust  is  doing  his  work  of 
defilement  and  shame  with  impunity ;  that  immortal  beings  are  driven 
to  their  daily  toil  under  the  lash,  and  even  sold  in  ihQ  shambles,  when 
the  Church  profiers  absolution  for  such  crimes  upon  terms  so  easy  of 
fulfilment 

The  natural  counterpart  of  this  &lse  and  superstitious  devotion  to 
creeds  and  forms  is  an  unnatur^  sourness  and  melancholy — ^a  Pharisai- 
oal  spirit,  which  frowns  upon  amusements  as  an  ofience  to  Gbd,  and 
which  would  cover  the  face  of  society  with  a  sanctimonious  gloom  as 
repugnant  to  Religion  as  to  unperverted  human  nature.  The  victims 
of  this  spirit  converse  about  religion,  not  in  manly  and  natural  tones, 
indicative  of  sincerity  and  earnestness,  but  in  a  whining,  canting  man- 
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ner,  as  if  it  were  a  burden  hard  to  b^  borne,  but  which  they  reluctantly 
consent  to  cany  during  their  mortal  life,  as  the  only  means  of  eternal 
salvation !  We  are  persuaded  that  the  exhibitions  of  this  spirit  on  the 
part  of  the  Church  have  produced  incalculable  mischief,  by  exciting  the 
prejudices  of  the  young  against  all  Religion  as  necessarily  of  an  ascetic 
character,  and  by  placing  amusements  beyond  the  pale  of  Christian  in- 
fluence, thus  making  them  liable  to  excesses  which  might  otherwise  be 
avoided.  The  Christian,  of  all  other  persons,  should  not  be  of  a  sad  coun- 
tenance, but  ever  cheerful  and  hopeful  in  his  demeanor,  making  the  very 
atmosphere  he  breathes  a  witness  of  the  serene  joy  that  dwells  in  his 
heart  No  feJse  idea  of  sanctity,  no  superstitious  or  fanatical  "  worry  *? 
about  his  soul,  should  he  ever  suffer  to  make  his  presence  distasteful  and 
unwelcome  to  the  young. 

We  cannot  undertake  to  particularize  all  the  errors  of  principle  and 
practice  in  the  popular  Churches,  which  our  investigations  have  revealed 
to  us ;  but  there  is  one  more  which  we  must  not  pass  in  silence.  We 
allude  to  that  vicious  and  despotic  feature  in  the  organization  of  most 
of  them,  which,  beginning  in  the  subordination  of  the  individual  to  the 
local  Church,  or  to  Elders,  Overseers,  or  other  oflScers  thereof,  ends  in 
ihe  subjection  of  local  bodies  to  some  larger  assembly  or  central  power. 
There  are,  indeed,  some  Churches  which  have  attempted  to  abolish  this 
system,  but  they  are  still  too  much  bound  by  usage  to  practices  incon- 
sistent with  their  theories.  Experience,  as  well  as  observation,  has 
taught  us  that  local  organizations  should  in  the  first  place  be  formed 
upon  principles  which  will  offer  the  best  possible  safeguard  to  the  equal 
rights  of  the  individual  members,  and  discourage  tyranny,  whether  of 
the  many  or  the  few;  and,  in  the  next  place,  that  they  should  never 
allow  any  other  body,  however  numerous  or  imposing,  to  exercise 
authority  over  them.  The  forms  of  Church  organization,  instead  of  being 
such  as  are  suggested  by  the  ideas  of  individual  freedom  and  responsi- 
bility which  pervade  the  teachings  of  Jesus,  would  seem  to  have  been 
borrowed  from  anti-Christian  and  despotic  systems  of  civil  government, 
whereof  force  is  the  vital  and  controlling  element  Under  such  forms, 
religious  tyranny,  always  difficult  of  repression,  is  sur^  to  spring  up  into 
a  vigorous  Hfe.  It  would  be  easy  to  illustrate  this  truth  by  a  reference 
to  the  history  of  any  of  those  Churches  in  which  the  affiliated  and  sub- 
ordinating system  of  government  prevails,  but  the  experience  of  many 
of  oar  number  naturally  leads  us  to  point  to  the  Society  of  Friends  as  a 
warning  against  this  lamentable  evil.  The  setting  apart  of  ministers  as 
a  distinct  order  of  persons,  and  for  life ;  the  appointment  of  Elders  to  sit 
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in  judgment  upon  the  services  of  the  Ministry,  and  to  determine  officiaUy 
what  is  and  what  is  not  inspiration ;  the  subjection  of  individual  liberty 
to  oflBcial  dictation ;  the  subordination  of  Preparative  to  Monthly,  of 
Monthly  to  Quarterly,  of  Quarterly  to  Yearly  Meetings ;  all  this  affords 
a  covert  for  despotic  authority.  It  is  an  afrangement  whereby  the  few 
are  enabled  to  control  the  many,  and  to  carry  into  successful  operation 
their  plans  for  keeping  the  Church  popular  with  the  world,  while  she  is 
trampling  upon  her  own  most  vital  principles,  and  obstinately  refusing 
to  do  the  work  for  which  she  was  originally  established.  It  aggravates, 
moreover,  all  the  other  evils  which  have  crept  into  the  body,  and  renders 
the  work  of  reform  extremely  difficult,  if  not  impossible. 

But  while  we  thus  earnestly  deny  the  claims  of  Religious  Associa- 
tions to  Divine  authority,  and  maintain  that  they  form  no  exception  to 
the  rule,  that  *'  institutions  are  made  for  man,  not  man  for  institutions,'^ 
and  while  we  would  fearlessly  expose  all  that  is  wrong  in  existing 
Churches,  we  do  not  therefore  repudiate  such  associations  as  necessarily 
evil.  Founded  upon  right  principles,  adjusted  to  the  wants  of  our  social 
nature,  within  their  legitimate  sphere  as  the  servants  and  helpers,  not 
the  masters  of  the  soul,  as  a  means  and  not  an  end,  we  esteem  them  of 
great  importance.  It  is  only  when  they  interpose  between  our  con- 
sciences and  God,  assuming  to  tell  us  authoritatively  how  much  and 
what  we  must  believe,  and  virtually  trampling  under  foot  the  right  of 
private  judgment,  that  our  manhood  prompts  us  to  reject  them.  The 
mistakes  which  men  have  made  in  their  efforts  to  realize  the  benefits  of 
Religious  Association,  however  strange  and  even  preposterous  they  may 
appear  to  us  at  this  advanced  period  of  the  world's  history,  were  only 
the  incidents  of  Ilumanity  imperfectly  informed  and  developed.  They 
should  not  therefore  discourage  us,  still  less  lead  us  into  other  errors  at 
the  opposite  extreme.  Men  have  also  made  great  mistakes  in  science, 
and  in  things  pertaining  to  physical  life — ^in  astronomy,  chemistry,  and 
the  mechanic  arts,  and  even  in  agriculture ;  and  it  would  be  no  more 
absurd  to  urge  these  mistakes  as  a  reason  for  abandoning  all  associated 
effort  in  such  matters,  than  it  would  be  to  allege  the  similar  blunders 
into  which  men  have  fallen  in  regard  to  Religion,  and  the  abuses  grow- 
ing out  of  them,  as  a  reason  why  we  should  resist  the  strong  impulse  of 
our  nature  which  prompts  us  to  combine  our  efforts  for  the  promotion  of 
piety  and  good  morals.  Past  errors  and  present  imperfections,  instead 
of  affording  an  argument  against  organization,  are  only  illustrations  of 
its  necessity,  as  a  means  whereby  the  strong  may  help  the  weak,  the 
highly  cultivated  soul  minister  to  the  edification  of  those  less  enlightened, 
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and  social  inflnenoe  become  the  aid  and  support  of  individual  virtue. 
Beavers  do  not  more  naturally  combine  to  build  their  habitatious,  than 
men  and  women,  inspired  by  a  common  love  of  God  and  Humanity, 
and  a  common  thirst  for  religious  excellence,  mingle  and  combine  their 
individual  efforts  for  the  promotion  of  pure  and  undefiled  religion  among, 
themselves  and  throughout  the  world. 

In  forming  The  Pennsylvania  Yearly  Meeting  of  Progressive 
Friends,  we  have  followed  the  instincts  of  our  moral  and  social  nature, 
and  acted  upon  the  settled  conviction,  that  such  an  organization  was 
necessary  to  our  highest  eflBciency  in  the  work  which  our  Heavenly) 
Father  has  given  us  to  do.  We  seek  not  to  diminish,  but  to  intensify, 
in  ourselves  the  sense  of  individual  responsibility — not  to  escape  from 
duty,  but  to  aid  one  another  in  its  performance — to  lift  up  before  all  who 
may  be  influenced  by  our  words  or  actions  a  high  standard  of  moral 
and  religious  excellence — to  commit  ourselves  before  the  world  as  the 
friends  of  righteousness  and  truth,  and  as  under  the  highest  obligations 
to  labor  for  the  redemption  of  mankind  from  every  form  of  error  and  sin. 

It  has  been  our  honest  endeavor  to  avoid,  if  possible,  the  mistakes 
into  which  previous  organizations  have  so  generally  fallen,  and  especial- 
ly those  radical  errors  which  are  poiiifted  out  in  this  address.  To  this 
end  we  have  made  our  association  as  simple  as  possible,  having  done 
little  more  than  to  provide  for  an  annual  assembly.  We  claim  for  this 
organization  no  other  powers  than  such  as  we  ourselves  have  conferred 
upon  it  in  consistency  with  our  own  and  others'  individual  freedom. 
We  make  no  draft  upon  the  veneration  of  our  fellow-men  for  any  ar- 
rangement that  we  have  adopted,  or  may  adopt  hereafter.  Veneration 
is  due  only  to  God,  and  to  those  eternal  principles  of  Rectitude, 
Justice  and  Love,  of  which  He  is  the  embodiment 

We  have  set  forth  no  forms  nor  ceremonies ;  nor  have  we  sought  to 
impose  upon  ourselves  or  others  a  system  of  doctrinal  beliefl  Such 
matters  we  have  left  where  Jesus  left  them,  with  the  conscience  and 
common  sense  of  the  individual.  It  has  been  our  cherished  puipose  to 
restore  the  union  between  Religion  and  Life,  and  to  place  works  of 
goodness  and  mercy  far  above  theological  speculations  and  scholastic  sub- 
tleties of  doctrine.  Creed-making  is  not  among  the  objects  of  our  asso- 
ciation. Christianity,  as  it  presents  itself  to  our  minds,  is  too  deep,  too 
broad,  and  too  high,  to  be  brought  within  the  cold  propositions  of  the 
theologian.  We  should  as  soon  think  of  bottling  up  the  sunshine  for 
the  use  of  posterity,  as  of  attempting  to  adjust  the  free  and  universal 
principles  taught  and  exemplified  by  Jesus  of  Nazareth  to  the  angles  of 
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a  man-made  creed.  Churches  which  undertake  this  impious  and  im* 
practicable  work  doom  themselves  thereby  to  barrenness  and  death.  In- 
stead of  being  warmed  and  animated  by  that  living  faith  which  **  wcNrks 
by  love  "  and  overcomes  the  world,  they  lapse  into  bigotry  and  intoler^ 
ance,  and  their  formularies,  having  no  life  in  themselves,  become  at 
length  mere  petrifactions,  fossil  remains  of  ideas,  which,  however  sig* 
nificant  once,  have  no  longer  any  adaptation  to  the  condition  of  the  race. 
It  is  sad  to  behold  a  Chinch,  with  Christ's  name  upon  its  brow,  turning 
away  from  the  wells  of  immortal  truth,  and  clinging  with  superstitious 
pertinacity  and  veneration  to  the  shell  of  an  ancient  creed,  or  the  letter  of 
an  ancient  Discipline,  from  which  the  original  soul  long  since  took  its 
flight;  swift  to  frown  upon  the  slightest  departure  from  its  forms  and 
theories,  but  slow  to  utter  a  testimony  against  a  popular  sin ;  ever  zeal- 
ous in  tithing  '^niiint,  anise  and  cummin,''  but  heavy  of  step  and  slow  of 
speech  when  the  great  interests  of  Humanity  are  at  stake. 

Our  terms  of  membership  are  at  once  simple,  practical  and  catholic 
If  we  may  be  said  to  have  a  test,  it  is  one  which  applies  to  the  heart 
and  the  life,  not  to  the  head  nor  to  any  of  its  speculations.  Our  platform 
is  broad  as  Humanity,  and  comprehensive  as  Truth.  We  interrogate 
no  man  as  to  his  theological  belief;  we  send  no  Conmiittees  to  pry  into 
the  motives  of  those  who  may  desire  to  share  the  benefits  of  our  Associ- 
ation ;  but  open  the  door  to  all  who  recognize  the  Equal  Brotherhood  of 
the  Human  Family,  without  regard  to  sex,  color  or  condition,  and  who 
acknowledge  the  duty  of  defining  and  illustrating  their  faith  in  God, 
not  by  assent  to  a  creed,  but  by  lives  of  personal  purity,  and  works  of 
beneficence  and  charity  to  mankind.  If,  by  any  possibility,  there  should 
be  found  here  and  there  a  sincere  inquirer  after  truth,  who  may  not  feel 
himself  included  in  this  invitation  to  membership,  we  shall  still  bid  him 
welcome  to  our  assemblies,  and  listen  with  patience  to  whatever  his 
highest  convictions  may  prompt  him  to  offer.  We  do  not  Seek  to  bind 
our  Association  together  by  external  bands,  nor  by  agreement  in  the- 
ological opinions.  Identity  of  object,  oneness  of  spirit  in  respect  to 
the  practical  duties  of  life,  the  communion  of  soul  with  soul  in  a 
common  love  of  the  beautiful  and  true,  and  a  common  aspiration  after 
moral  excellence, — these  are  our  bond  of  union ;  and  when  these  shall 
die  out  in  our  hearts,  nothing  will  remain  to  hold  us  together ;  and 
those  who  shall  come  after  us  will  not  be  subjected  to  the  trouble  of 
tearing  down  a  great  ecclesiastical  edifice,  constructed  by  our  hands, 
before  they  can  make  provision  for  the  supply  of  their  own  reli- 
gious wants. 
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The  name  of  our  AaaociatioD  is  suggestiye  of  its  histoiy  and  prinoi 
pies.  As  a  sign  of  our  adherence  to  the  great  moral  testimonies  which 
the  Society  of  Friends  has  so  long  professed,  as  well  as  for  historical 
reasons,  we  have  adopted  in  part  the  name  chosen  by  Fox,  Penn,  and 
other  reformers  of  a  past  generation,  for  the  Societies  which  they 
fbmided,  and  which,  we  regret  to  say,  have  in  our  day  widely  departed 
from  the  spirit  and  principles  of  those  illustrious  men*  The  term  ^^Pro- 
gressive" is  intended  as  a  recognition  of  the  flEust,  that  our  knowledge  of 
truth  is  limited,  and  as  an  indication  of  an  honest  purpose  on  our  part 
to  ^  go  on  unto  perfection,^  and  to  avail  ourselves  from  time  to  time  of 
whatever  new  light  may  be  shed  upon  our  path.  Our  meetings  are  at 
present  conducted  very  much  like  tiiose  of  the  ^iety  of  Friends,  ex- 
oept  that  they  are  not  ruled  by  Elders,  and  that  we  have  among  us  no 
privileged  class  called  Ministers.  We  welcome  alike  the  word  of  exhor- 
tation, the  voice  of  prayer,  and  the  song  of  praise  and  thanksgiving, 
whichever  may  weU  up  fit)m  the  "  inner  fulness  "  of  the  devoted  heart ; 
and  if  at  any  time  words  shall  be  uttered  that  appear  to  us  to  savor  not 
of  life  but  oi  contention  and  speculation,  while  we  may  feel  called  upon 
to  speak  our  own  sentiments  with  freedom,  we  hope  not  to  be  found 
denying  the  liberty  of  speech  to  others.  Some  may  fear  that  liberty 
so  unrestricted  may  lead  to  disorder  and  confrisiqp,  but  we  are  per 
suaded  that  gentieness  and  forbearance  are  more  potent  than  official 
dictation,  and  that  the  instinctive  sense  of  right  and  wrong,  in  the  breast 
of  even  a  misguided  and  obtrusive  man,  will  afford  the  best  safeguard 
of  propriety  and  order  in  our  assemblies. 

As  a  Yeariy  Meeting,  we  disclaim  all  disciplinary  authority,  whether 
over  individual  members  or  local  Associations.  We  shall,  fr^m  time  to 
time,  declare  our  sentiments  on  such  subjects  as  may  demand  our  atten- 
tion ;  but  they  will  be  armed  witii  no  other  force  than  that  which  our 
moral  influence  may  impart,  or  which  may  belong  to  the  nature  of  truth 
when  eamesUy  and  honestiy  spoken.  It  vrill  be  our  aim  to  cherish 
freedom  of  thought  and  speech,  on  every  subject  relating  to  man's 
hi^est  welfare.  In  saying  this,  we  have  no  mental  reservations  to  mock 
the  earnest  seeker  after  truth.  We  have  no  thunderbolts  to  launch 
at  those  whose  perceptions  of  truth  lead  them  to  different  conclusions 
from  those  of  the  majority ;  no  edicts  of  excommunication  to  scare  the 
soul  from  its  researches;  no  sanctimonious  scowl  to  dart  at  him  who 
carries  the  torch  of  free  inquiry  into  the  veiy  holy  of  holies.  We  know 
of  no  question  too  sacred  for  examination,  nor  in  respect  to  which  hu- 
man  reason  should  yield  to  human  authority,  however  ancient  or  ven* 
erable. 
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Oar  organization  is  formed  upon  such  principles,  that  while  the  hodj 
will  not  be  responsible  for  the  acts  of  individuals,  so,  on  the  other  hand^ 
individuals  and  minorities  may  avoid  responsibility  for  any  acts  of  the 
body  which  they  do  not  approve,  by  recording  their  votes  against  such 
acts,  or,  if  they  think  the  case  demands  it,  by  a  protest  It  will,  more- 
over, be  the  right  of  any  individual  to  withdraw  from  the  Association  at 
any  moment,  without  being  required  to  give  reasons  for  so  doing,  and 
without  being  subjected  to  censure  on  the  part  of  the  meeting. 

Believing  that  local  Associations,  similar  in  their  principles  and 
aims  to  ours,  would  meet  the  wants  of  multitudes  at  the  present  day, 
and  that  they  would  be  likely  to  accomplish  great  good,  we  hope  to  see 
such  established  in  every  community  where  a  sufficient  number  of  per- 
sons are  found  ready  for  the  work.  The  men  and  women  who  are  en- 
gaged in  the  various  moral  reforms  of  the  day,  and  who  have  become 
weary  of  the  prevalent  sectarianism,  might,  we  believe,  gain  strength 
for  their  special  labors  by  establishing  regular  meetings  on  the  Ilrst  day 
of  the  week,  for  mutual  edification  and  improvement,  for  an  interchange 
of  the  sympathies  growing  out  of  common  pursuits  and  trials,  and  for 
the  cultivation  of  their  moral  and  religious  powers.  The  principle  of 
human  fraternity  would  be  thereby  strengthened  among  them,  and  their 
children  be  preserved  from  many  unhealthful  influences,  and  prepared 
to  meet  the  full  responsibilities  of  life  in  a  spirit  becoming  to  the  age  in 
which  their  lot  has  been  cast  Surely,  these  are  objects  worthy  of  our 
earnest  thought  and  most  careful  attention.  Our  province  is  not  that 
of  iconoclasts  alone.  We  must  build  as  well  as  destroy.  If  there  are 
evil  institutions  to  be  overthrown  and  pernicious  customs  to  be  uproot- 
ed, so  also  is  there  need  of  a  new  social  fabric,  of  which  righteousness 
and  peace  are  to  be  the  foundations.  If  there  are  vices  to  be  done  away, 
80  also  are  there  virtues  to  be  promoted  ;  if  there  are  corrupt  trees  to  be 
hewn  down  and  cast  into  the  fire,  so  also  are  there  plants  of  godliness  to 
be  trained,  and  flowers  of  heavenly  beauty  and  fr'agrance  to  be  nurtured. 
And  in  this  work  we  must  help  each  other,  not  occasionally  and  inci- 
dentally alone,  but  regularly  and  sjrstematically.  The  arrangements 
for  meetings  should  in  every  case  be  adapted  to  the  peculiar  wants  and 
tastes  of  the  communities  in  which  they  are  respectively  held,  care  being 
tflkken  to  keep  forms  subordinate  to  works  of  practical  goodness  and  be- 
neficence. It  is  neither  necessary  nor  desirable  that  one  meeting 
should  be  an  exact  copy  of  another.  Adhering  closely  to  fundamental 
principles,  there  will  still  be  scope  for  a  variety  of  modes  and  forms. 

The  local  Associations  should  do  more  than  hold  weekly  meetings. 
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They  should  regard  it  a  sacred  duty  to  provide  for  the  visitation  and 
help  of  the  poor  in  their  respective  neighborhoods,  to  lend  their  sym- 
pathy and  encouragement  to  such  as  are  borne  down  under  heavy  trials, 
and  to  afford  prompt  and  efficient  aid  in  every  right  effort  for  the  pro- 
motion of  Temperance,  Peace,  Anti-Slavery,  Education,  the  Equal  Rights 
of  Woman,  &c ;  that  thus  the  public  may  be  convinced  that  the  Religion 
tbey  seek  to  diffuse  and  establish  is  not  an  aggregation  of  mysteries, 
abstractions,  and  unmeaning  forms,  but  a  Religion  for  practical,  every- 
day use,  whose  natural  tendency  is  to  fructify  the  conscience,  intensify 
the  sense  of  moral  responsibility,  purify  and  ennoble  the  aims  of  men» 
and  thus  to  make  society  wiser,  better,  and  happier.  Such  Associations, 
moreover,  ought  to  regard  it  as  their  special  function  to  cultivate  and 
develope  the  religious  sentiment  among  their  members,  and,  so  far 
as  possible,  in  the  community  generally.  For  this  purpose  they  would 
do  well  to  establish  libraries,  in  which  the  works  of  eminent  anti-seo- 
tarian  writers  upon  moral,  ethical,  and  religious  subjects  might  become 
accessible  to  all  classes,  especially  to  the  young. 

Such  Associations  would  naturally  communicate,  by  letter  or  other- 
wise, with  the  Yearly  Meeting,  each  giving  that  body  the  results 
of  its  own  peculiar  experience,  and  receiving  in  return  the  experiences 
of  others,  with  such  suggestions  as  the  Yearly  Meeting,  upon  a  care- 
ful comparison  of  the  whole,  may  be  qualified  to  make.  The  various 
Yearly  Meetings  may  also  strengthen  one  another's  hands  by  fraternal 
correspondence  and  counsel ;  and  thus,  without  ecclesiastical  authority 
or  domination  on  the  part  of  any,  the  whole  body  of  believers  in  prac- 
tical Christianity  throughout  the  country  may  be  cemented  together  in 
Christian  love,  and  prepared  to  labor  in  harmony  for  the  redemption  of 
mankind  from  every  evil  and  false  way,  and  for  the  establishment  of 
universal  righteousness,  purity,  and  peace.  A  Church  thus  united 
would  wield  a  moral  power  like  that  of  the  Apostles  and  immediate 
followeo}  of  Jesus,  and  the  means  by  which  it  would  conquer  the  world 
are  those  which  an  Apostle  has  described :  ^  Bt  purekess,  bt  know 

LBDOE,  BY  LONO-eUFFKRINO,  BY  THE  HoLY  SPIRrT,  BY  LOVE  UNFEIGNED, 
BY  THE  ARMOR  OF  RIGHTEOUSNESS  ON  THE  RIGHT  HAND  AND  ON 
THE   LEFT." 

Dear  Friends  I  are  these  ideas  of  a  Church  Utopian  f  Are  we 
dreamers  and  enthusiasts  ?  or  is  the  day  foretold  by  ancient  prophets 
and  bards  beginning  to  dawn  upon  our  darkness  and  to  light  the  dull 
horizon  with  its  reviving  rays  ?  Are  we  always  to  walk  amid  shadows 
%nd  shams  ?     Do  we  not  hear  the  voice  of  God  speaking  to  us  in  the  deep 
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silenoe  of  our  souls,  and  uttering  itself  in  the  events  that  are  passing  be- 
fore us,  bidding  us  awake  from  our  slumbers,  to  cast  away  our  doubts, 
and  purify  ourselves  for  the  work  of  building  up  a  pure  Christianity 
upon  the  earth  ?  Are  not  the  fields  every  where  white  unto  the  harvest  f 
and  are  there  not  all  around  us  men  and  women,  whose  hearts  God 
hath  touched  with  holy  fire,  and  who  stand  ready  to  enlist  with  us  in 
this  glorious  cause  ?  Let  us,  then,  not  falter,  nor  hesitate.  What  if 
our  numbers  are  few,  and  the  hosts  of  superstition  and  sin  stapd  before 
us  in  menacing  array  ?  What  are  their  boasts  to  us,  when  we  know 
that  the  truth  we  promulgate  is  '*  a  part  of  the  celestial  machinery  of 
God,"  and  that,  **  whoso  puts  that  machinery  in  gear  for  mankind 
hath  the  Almighty  to  turn  his  wheel  ? '' 

• 
*•  0,  brother  man  I  fold  to  thy  heart  thy  brother; 

Where  pity  dwells,  the  peace  of  God  ia  there ; 

To  worship  rightly,  ia  to  love  each  other, 

Each  smile  a  hymn,  each  kindly  deed  a  pvayer. 

**  Follow  with  reverent  steps  the  great  example 
Of  Him  whose  holy  work  was  •  doing  good ;' 
So  sliall  the  wide  earth  seem  oar  Father's  temple, 
Each  loving  life  a  psalm  of  gratitude. 

'Then  shall  all  shackles  fallf  the  stormy  clangor 

Of  wild  war  muidc  o*er  fiie  earth  shall  cease ; 
Love  shall  tread  out  the  baleful  fire  of  anger, 

And  in  its  ashes  plant  the  tree  of  peace." 

Signed  on  behalf  'and  by  direction  of  the  Pennsylvania  Yearly 
Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends,  held  at  Old  Kennett,  Chester  County,  by 
adjournments,  from  the  22d  to  the  20th  of  Fifth  Month,  1853. 

Joseph  A,  Dugdalb,  )  i^q   , 
Sidney  Peircb,  \  ^^^^ 


Onr  friend,  Josbph  A.  Dvodali,  being  present  with  na,  the  trathfkil  and  lamlnons  Expo- 
sition of  Sentiments  put  forth  by  the  PeiuujrlyanUi  Yesriy  Meeting  of  ProgreaslTe  Frlendt^ 
recently  held  «t  *'  Old  Kennett,"  Chester  Ctonnty,  wis  presented  and  read.  The  magnltoda 
and  Importance  of  the  principles  embraoedf  and  their  spposlteness  to  Uie  present  wants  of 
society,  were  deeply  folt ;  and  this  meeting  earnestly  reoommends  to  its  members  their  oo-qp- 
eration  in  the  dronlAtion  of  the  document 

Signed  by  direction  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  Congregational  Friends,  held  in  Waterioo^ 
Beneca  Coanty,  N.  Y.,  from  the  5th  to  the  7th  of  the  Sixth  month,  inclusive,  1858. 

THOMAS  MHXINTOCK,  j 
BHODA  Db  OABMO, 


t 


Qerku 
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The  Psnnstltania  Txablt  MEsriNa  of  Proobbssiys  Frikkbs 
aasembled  in  the  new  meetang-house  at  Longwood  (near  Eennett 
Square),  Chester  Gounty,  on  First-day  morning,  the  20&  of  Fifth 
month,  1855.  Notwithstanding  the  fiast-fiilling  rain,  the  commodious 
building  was  densely  crowded  in  every  part,  many  persons  from  other 
States  being  present  The  Gall  issued  by  Uie  Committee  of  Arrange- 
ments was  read,  as  follows : 

PENNSYLVANIA  YEARLY  MEETING  OF  PROGRESSIVE 
FRIENDS. 

AoAor  this  Relirious  Body  sends  fraternal  salntations  to  the  friends  of 
Truth,  Purity  and  jrogress,  m  eyerv  i>art  of  the  land,  without  distinction 
of  sex,  sect,  party  or  color,  earnestly  inyiting  their  presence  at  its  Thibd 
Ahkual  Oonyooatioh,  to  be  held  in  the  new  meeting-house  at  Longwood, 
situated  between  the  yiUages  of  Kennett  Square  and  Hamorton,  Chester 
County,  Pa.,  commencing  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M.,  onlFirst-day,  the  20th  of 
Fifth  month,  1855,  and  continuing  so  long  as  the  budness  oljdmlug  iatten- 
tion  may  require. 

The  chitf  characteristic  (tf  the  Progressive  Friends,  by  which  they  are 
&tinguished  from  nearly  every  other  R^igious  Society,  is  seen  in  the 
&ot,  that  thej  prescribe  no  system  of  theological  belief  as  a  test  of  mem- 
bership, but  mvite  to  equal  co-operation  all  who  regard  mankind  as  one 
Brothertiood,  and  who  acknowledge  the  duty  of  showing  their  faith 
God^  not  by  assenting  to  tbe  lifeless  propositions  of  a  man-made  creed,  but 
by  byes  of  personal  purity  and  a  hearty  devotion  to  the  welfrtre  of  their 
fSNiow-lnen.  Slavery,  Intemperance,  War,  Capital  Punishment,  the  denial 
of  the  E^ual  Rights  of  Woman,  Oppresdon  m  all  its  forms.  Ignorance, 
Superstition,  Priestmift  and  Ecclesiastical  Dominataon— these,  and  such 
as  these,  are  the  evils  and  sins,  which  they  feel  constrdned  to  assail  by 
every  rightfbl  and  legitimate  weapon ;  while  they  seek  to  promote  every 
virtue  that  can  adorn  humanity,  and  to  foster  those  immutable  principles 
of  Justice,  mercnr  and  lov^  which  alone  can  secure  the  peace,  progress  and 
happiness  of  all  the  chil^n  of  God.  To  all  whose  hearts  indme  them 
to  engage  in  a  work  so  transcendently  important  and  sublime,  we  say, 
come  and  aid  us  by  your  sympathies,  aspirations  and  counsels,  and  by 
the  consecration  thereto  of  your  noblest  powers. 

Joseph  A.  Bugdaue,  Wiuiah  Babnabd, 

Habtha  Chambbbs,  Olivieb  JoHNSoir, 

SmNXT  Peibob  Cmrns,         Thomas  Hamblbtoit, 
Thomas  Curas,  Hankah  M.  Dablingtok, 

Committee  of  Arrangementi. 
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Joseph  A.  Duodalb  congratulated  the  meeting  in  view  of  the 
auspidons  circumstances  under  which  it  had  convened,  and  introduced 
Thbodorx  Parker,  of  Boston,  who  proceeded  to  deUyer  ''A  Sermon 
of  the  Delights  of  Piety^''  which  will  be  found  in  another  part  oi  this 
pamphlet 

The  HiTTOHiisFSoir  Faiolt  then  sang  the  foUowing  song : 

<»8P£B0  MELIOBA**— I  HOPS  FOB  BETTER  THINQS. 

"  Spero  Melioni  I  **  though  troable  is  near, 
ThiB  motto  the  vorrow-boond  spirit  osn  cheer; 
**  Spero  Meliora  I  **  this  watchword  will  give 
Fresh  ooorage  to  labor,  new  motive  to  live. 

"  Spero  Meliora  I  *'  when  Ullows  run  high, 
From  thy  tempest-tost  ark  let  hope^s  message-bird  ilj. 
And  she  shall  return  with  a  green  branch  of  peace, 
Sore  pledge  that  the  storm  is  beginning  to  cease. 

**  Spero  Meliora  I  '*  this  promise  of  good 
Was  writ  in  the  rainbow  overarching  the  flood ; 
A  light  in  the  dond  coold  the  old  prophet  see ; 
What  that  light  was  to  him  be  this  motto  to  tLee. 

"  Spero  Meliora  t "  this  watchword  hath  power 
To  nerve  for  the  straggle  in  trial*s  dark  hoar ; 
«  Spero  Meliora  1  **  then  banish  despair, 
Qive  thy  fesrs  to  the  winds,  for  life's  battle  prepare. 

"  Spero  Meliora  "  an  anchor  will  prove 
In  oar  voyage  throogh  time  to  the  haven  above, 
And  **  Spero  Meliora  *'  oar  solace  will  be 
When  we  launch  oar  frail  bark  on  Etemi^s  sea. 

The  effects  ci  the  song  were  apparent  in  the  deep  solemnity  that 
pervaded  the  audience,  and  in  the  tears  that  wet  the  cheeks  of  many, 
who,  perhaps  for  the  first  time,  were  made  to  realize  the  power  of 
music  to  awaken  the  highest  and  holiest  feelings  of  the  human  heart 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

Epistles  were  receired  from  the  Tearly  Meetings  of  ProgressiYe 
Friends  in  the  States  of  New  York,  (Mo  and  lifichigan;  also  the 
'^{Programme  of  the  World^s  Alliance  for  Human  Happiness ;  ^  whidi 
were  read  with  interest  and  satis&ction. 

Letters  from  the  following  persons  were  read,  to  the  gratification  of 
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the  meeting,  and  the  Clerks  were  directed  to  transmit  to  each  of  the 
writers  a  copy  of  our  printed  proceedmgs,  accompanied  by  an  expression 
<^  our  sympathy  and  regard : 

JoHK  G.  Whittikb,  of  Amesbury,  Mass. 

Thxodobx  Augubtub  Stamm,  from  Germany. 

Frbdxrick  Sohunsmakn  PoiT,  Speaker  of  the  Independent  Ger- 
man Ck>ngregation  of  Philadelphia. 

WiLUAM  Lloyd  Garriboh,  of  Boston. 

MxLiBBA  Dawbs,  of  Mass. 

ERNBsnNB  L.  RoBB,  of  Ncw  York. 

Paulina  W.  Davis,  of  Providence  (editor  of  The  Una). 

'Edgar  Buckutoham,  Pastor  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  Troy,  N.  Y. 

Danisl  S.  WniTNEr,  of  Southboro',  Mass. 

Dayid  Prinos,  Jacksonville,  Illinois. 

Aaron  Street,  of  Iowa. 

At  intervals  during  the  reading  of  the  epistles  and  letters,  remarks 
were  offered  by  Wm.  Barnard,  EnsBBius  Barnard,  Oliver  Johnson, 
Thomab  Curtis,  George  Sunter,  William  Logan  Fisher,  Mart  L. 
Cox,  Thomas  Hambleton,  and  J.  W.  Thorns. 

The  following  persons  were  constituted  a  Committee  on  Correspon- 
dence, to  wit :  Theodore  Parker,  Rowland  Johnson,  Oliver  John- 
son, Thomas  Curtis,  Sarah  H.  Hallook,  Maut  P.  Wilson,  Rachel 
Anna  Lamborn,  Hannah  Pbnnook,  Sarah  Miller,  and  Priboilla 
Barnard. 

Benjamin  C.  Bacon,  James  C.  Jacebon,  and  Jobiah  Wilson,  were 
appointed  to  settle  the  Treasurer's  account,  report  to  the  meetmg  the 
state  of  the  finances,  and  present  the  name  of  a  suitable  person  to  serve 
as  Treasurer  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Dinah  Mendbnhall,  Hannah  M.  Darunoton,  Jonathan  Lam- 
born, Alice  Jackson,  and  Wiluam  Barnard,  were  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee to  nominate  Clerks  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Hutohinbon  Family  then  sang  the  following 


FSALH  OF  UFE.—Sy  K  W.  ImgftOcw. 


Tell  me  not,  in  monmfhl  nnmben, 
Life  is  but  an  empty  tiream  I 

Por  the  8oal  ib  dead  that  alumbers, 
And  things  are  not  what  they  teem. 
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Liliiig  real,  Vitb  to  earnett, 
And  the  grave  to  not  it»  goal ; 
•    "  Dust  thon  art,  to  duBt  retarneet/' 
Was  not  spoken  of  the  aouL 

Not  enjoyment  and  not  sorrow 

Is  our  destined  end  or  way, 
Bat  to  act  that  each  to-morrow 

find  OS  farther  than  to-daj. 

Art  to  long  and  time  to  fleeting, 

And  oar  hearts,  thoogh  stoat  and  brave, 
Still  like  maffled  droms  are  beating 

Funeral  marohea  to  the  grave.  . 

In  the  world's  broad  fleld  of  battle,  ] 

In  the  bivouac  of  lift, 
Be  not  like  dumb  driven  cattle* 

Bea  hero  in  the  strife ! 

^ust  no  fhture,  however  pleasant ; 

Let  the  dead  Pastbuiy  its  dead; 
Act  as  in;the  living  Present, 

Heart  within  and  Qod  overhead. 

Let  us  then  be  up  and  doing, 

With  a  heart  for  any  &te. 
Still  achieving,  still  pursuing. 

Learn  to  labor  and  to  wait. 

The  music,  which  seemed  to  be  the  appropriate  vehicle  of  the  sen- 
timent embodied  in  these  beautifiil  lines,  found  an  answering  melody  in 
the  hearts  of  those  whose  voices  h^  not  been  trained  to  such  utterance, 
and  the  whole  assembly  aj^>eared  for  the  moment  to  be  filled  with  earn- 
est aspirations  for  all  that  is  pure  and  ennobling* 


SECOND  DAY— MORNING  SESSION. 

The  meeting  assembled  at  10  1-2  o'clock.  After  solemn  prayer,  by 
Joseph  A.  Duodalb,  impressire  remarks  were  made  by  Subak  H.  Cox, 
Thomas  Hambleton,  William  Barnard,  Ellwood  Brown,  Thomas 
Curtis,  Oliver  Johnson,  and  George  Sunter. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  nominate  Gerks  rqtorted  the  names  of 
Joseph  A.  Dugdaib,  and  Sidney  Peirob  Curtis,  and  the  nomination 
was  confirmed. 

Dr.  Theodore  Augustus  Stamm,  Ifissionary  of  "  The  Woild*s  Al* 
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lianooy^  from  Germanj,  addroBsed  die  meeting  in  behalf  of  the  objects 
of  that  AflsodatioQy  toad  was  cordially  welcomed. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  settle  with  the  Treasurer  submitted 
thOT  Report,  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  amount  of  cash  received 
was  (76,00;  amount  expended,  $83,75;  balance  due  the  Treasurer, 
$7,75.  IsAAO  Mekdxkhall  was  nominated  as  Treasurer  fi>r  the  ensu- 
ing year.    The  nomination  was  confirmed. 

Several  persons  addressed  the  meeting  upon  the  inq>ortance  of  a 
wider  dissemination  ci  the  Exposition  of  Sentiments,  and  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Progressiye  Friends.  Many  cheering  &ctB  were  presented, 
indicating  a  wide  and  constantly  incroasing  demand  for  our  pamphletB, 
Subscriptions  and  donations  amounting  to  $240,  were  then  received,  to 
be  expended  mainly  as  a  publishing  fund  during  the  present  year. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

Olivkb  JoHKSOir,  on  bdialf  of  the  Committee  on  Amusements,  ap- 
pointed last  year,  produced  an  Essay  entitled  '^  Amusbmbnts— -THna 
Uses  and  Abusss.''  After  the^readmg'of  the  Essay,  the  subject  was  ably 
and  beautifully  illustrated  by  Theodobb  Parkbr,  at  considerable  length, 
and  still  further  discussed  by  William  Logan  Fisher,  C.  Dablingtoh, 
Esther  Hates',  Qborgb  Suvter,  J.  [W.  Tbornb,  T.  Hambleton,  Mart 
L  Coz  and  othera.  The  discussion  was  earnest  and  animated.  The 
meeting  decided  to  reconmiit  the  Essay  to  the  Committee,  to  be  present- 
ed again  next  year.  The  Conunittee  conosts  of  the  following  persons, 
viz.:  OuvxR  JoHKSOK,  Joseph  A.Duodalb,  Bowlaed  Jobhsov, 
Martha  B.  Chambers,  Esther  Hatb& 

Thomas  Curtis  introduced  the  ''Programme  of  the  Worid's  Alli- 
anoe  for  Human  Happiness,"  whereupon  the  document  waa  referred  to 
Thomas  Curtis,  Joseph  A.  Dugdale,  C.  Darlingtok,  Oliybr  Johv- 
SOE,  JoHK  T.  S.  Smith,  SmEBT  Peirob  Curtis,  Susae  Wilson,  Henrt 
Carter,  Wiujam  Bareard,  Ellwood  Browe,  H  M.  Darungtoe  and 
Ruth  Duosaab. 

THIRD  DAY— MORNING  SESSION. 

The  meeting  assembled  according  to  adjouinment  The  Committee 
app(Anted  <m  the  subject  of '^  The  World's  Alliance,"  presented  the  fol- 
lowing Report,  to  wit: 

^  The  Committee  to  whom  was  refiwred  the  subject  embraced  in  the 
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'Programme  of  the  World's  AHiance  for  Human  Happiness,'  unite  in 
proposing  that  said  Programme  be  published  with  our  Prooeedings,  and 
that  the  Yearly  Meeting  should  co-operate  with  the  Alliance,  from  time 
to  time,  in  such  ways  as  it  may  deem  appropriate.** 

The  report  was  approved  by  the  meeting,  and  the  Clerks  were  directed 
to  fbmish  the  Alliance  with  a  transcript  of  the  same. 

Henrietta  W.  Johnsoh,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  appointed  last 
year  on  the  Evils  resulting  from  the  Use  of  Tobacco,  read  an  essay  on 
that  subject,  which  elicited  an  animated  discussion.  Outer  Jobnsok 
read  a  letter  on  the  same  subject  from  Qsoros  Trask,  of  Fltchburg, 
Mass.  An  interesting  and  earnest  discussion  followed,  in  which  Theo- 
dore Parker,  Jacob  T.  Stearn,  Mart  C.  Wilson,  Thomas  Curtis, 
Joseph  A.  Duodale,  T.  Hamblbton,  C.  Darlington,  Esther  Hates, 
Edwin  H.  Coates,  Wm.  L.  Fisher,  George  Sunter,  Wiluam  Bar- 
nard, Thomas  Worrall,  John  EIetohah,  John  T.  S.  Smith,  J.  S. 
Flint,  Dr.  Stamm,  S.  H.  Cox,  Oliver  Johnson,  Caleb  S.  Jackson, 
Amos  Preston,  S.  T.  Pearson,  Harriet  Hood,  Lewis  Marshall,  John 
Wilson  and  William  Lloyd  participated.  The  discussion  continued 
until  the  hour  of  adjournment. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  Report  on  Tobacco  being  read  and  amended,  was  adopted. 

Thomas  Curtis,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  appointed  last  year  upon 
the  Causes  of  Crime  and  the  Treatment  due  to  Criminals,  presented  a 
Report,  which  elicited  remarks  from  Lewis  Marshall,  Qeorob  Sunter 
and  Isaac  S.  Flint.    The  Report  was  unanimously  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  the  subject  of  War  reported  two  forms  of  memorial, 
which  were  adopted,  as  follows : 

To  the  Senate  and  Ewe  of  BepreeenUtkee  of  the  United  Statee: 

The  Penn^lvania  Yearly  Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends,  deeply  im- 
pressed with  ^e  manifold  eyils  of  War,  reepectfblly  ask  you  to  take  imme- 
diate steps  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Army  and  Nary,  and  to  provide  for  the 
settlement  of  international  differences  by  peaceful  negotiation  or  arbitration. 

To  the  Senate  and  Eouee  qf  Eepreeentatkes  qf  the  State  <ifPenniyleaMa: 

Tour  memorialists,  impressed  with  the  conviction  that  War  is  a  great 
evil,  respectfully  ask  you  to  instruct  the  Senators  and  request  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  this  State  in  Congress  to  use  their  inflaence  to  proems  the 
Abolition  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  and  to  provide  a  way  by  whicli  interna- 
tional differences  may  be  settied  oy  peaoeftd  negotiation. 
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A  memorial  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  asking  his  inter- 
vention in  behalf  of  the  American  Indians,  prepared  by  William  Logan 
FiSBHR,  was  presented  and  adopted. 

Thomas  Garrbtt,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  appointed  last  year  on 
the  subject  of  Capital  and  Labor,  reported  attention  to  the  subject,  and 
asked  that  the  Committee  might  be  continued  for  another  year,  which  was 
agreed  ta  The  following  persons  constitute  the  Committee,  viz. :  Jacob 
L.  Pazbon,  Thomas  Garrbtt,  Lsvi  Coatss,  John  Wilson. 

G  Dablington,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  SEayery,  stated  that 
owing  to  the  decease  of  C.  M.  Burleigh,  no  report  had  been  prepared 
by  that  Conmiittee ;  whereupon  a  resolution  expressive  of  our  earnest 
hostility  to  slavery  and  our  purpose  to  labor  for  its  overthrow,  was  pre- 
sented and  adopted. 

The  following  persons  were  appointed  to  revise,  record  and  publish 
the  Proceedings  of  this  meeting,  and  issue  a  Call  for  the  next  Yearly 
Meeting,  viz.:  Joseph  A  Duodale,  Sidney  P.  Curtis,  Barclay  Pen- 
nock,  Hannah  M.  Darungton,  Rowland  Johnson,  Hannah  Pen- 
nock,  Sallis  C.  Coates,  Ruth  Dugdale,  Wm.  Barnard,  Lizzie 
HgFarlan,  Josiah  Wilson,  Oliver  Johnson,  Amelia  Jackson  and 
Isaac  Msndenhall. 

A  general  Epistle,  addressed  to  the  Yearly  Meetings  in  New  York, 
Ohio  and  Michigan,  was  read  and  approved,  and  directed  tQ  be  signed 
by  the  Clerks  and  forwarded. 

Near  the  dose  of  the  meeting  appropriate  and  impressive  remarks 
were  made  by  Sarah  H.  Hallock,  of  New  York ;  Wm.  L.  Fisher, 
Thomas  Curtis,  8.  T.  Pearson,  Eusebius  Barnard,  Wm.  Barnard, 
and  Jonathan  Lamborn.     The  house  was  full  to  the  last 

Having,  after  a  session  of  three  days,  arrived  at  the  hour  of  final 
adjournment,  we  desire  to  congratulate  one  another  upon  the  spirit  of 
harmony  and  brotherly  love,  which  has  characterized  our  proceedings. 
Diflforenoes  of  opinion  have  indeed  been  exhibited,  but  we  have  been 
made  sensible  that  our  aims,  our  purposes,  and  our  hopes  are  one ;  and 
we  separate  with  mutual  desires  for  one  another's  wel&re  and  happiness, 
uid  with  an  earnest  prayer  for  the  speedy  triumph  of  the  great  princi- 
ples of  righteousness,  purity,  and  peace. 

Joseph  A.  Dugdale,  )  /-»i   ^ 
Sidney  P.  Curtis,     p*«'"- 
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Cjestimottijes^ 


DELETERIOUS  EFFECTS  OF  TOBAOCO. 

From  the  Penmifhama  Yearly  Meeting  qf  Frogretewe  JMende^  hM  at 

jAmgwood^  Chester  Co,^  hy  adjawrnmenU^fram  the  20^  to 

the  2di  qf  Fifth  months  inchitke^  1855. 

As  a  Religious  Society,  professing  a  Qhristianity  the  prindples  of  which 
a^ply  to  daily  life,  goveming  indiyidoal  as  well  as  natioDal  morality,  dis* 
carding  creeds,  bnt  adopting  good  works,  we  fed  that  we  should  hot  par- 
tially perform  onr  dnty  to  those  who  are  to  sooceed  ns  in  the  drama  of  lift, 
to  the  oommnnity  and  to  ourselves,  if  we  remained  silent  respecting  so  wide- 
spread and  devastating  an  evil  as  the  ever-increasing  Use  of  Tobacco  has 
become.    It  is  spreading  its  mildew-blight  over  our  race  with  fearM  rapi- 
dity, numbering  its  victims  not  by  hundreds  but  by  thousands,  and  select- 
ing them  not  alone  from  the  haunts  of  ignorance,  degradation  and  crime, 
but  also  from  the  abodes  of  the  scholar,  the  otherwise  elevated  and  pure  of 
heart.  Its  devotees  arefound  alilce  in  the  bar-room  an^  pulpit,  in  the  prison's 
lone  cell,  and  beside  the  fiunily  altar.    It  permeates  the  most  intricate 
windings  of  the  social  fabric,  for  no  position  is  so  low  that  the  roots  of 
this  Upas  tree  cannot  reach  it ;  none  so  high  as  to  escape  the  deadly  efflu- 
via of  its  luxuriant  foliage. 

While  weCdo  not  base  our  principal  objection  to  its  use  on  its  vast  pe- 
cuniary expense,  we  cannot  but  see  that  this  alone,  with  professing  Chris- 
tians, should  be  suffident  to  deter  them  from  a  practice,  which  ninety-nine 
hundredths  of  those  who  have  yielded  themselves  to  the  influence  of  this 
narcotic  poison  are  vrilling  to  acknowledge  is  worse  than  useless.  "  We  are 
told  that  in  1840, 1,500,000  persons,  one  tenth  of  the  entire  population  of 
the  United  States,  were  engaged  in' raising  and  manufacturing  tobacco,  and 
that  at  the  i^esent  time  not  less  than  2,000,000  persons  are  thus  employed. 
The  tobacco  crop  of  the  United  States,  in  1850,  was  very  nearly  200,000|- 
000  pounds.  And  if  we  take  into  account  the  waste  of  land  and  labor  in 
raidng  it,  the  expense  attending  its  manufacture  and  traffic,  with  the  loss 
of  time  occupied  in  smoking  and  chewing  it,  and  the  consequent  idleness 
and  indolence  it  begets,  |40,000,000  would  be  a  low  estimate  of  the  pre- 
sent annual  loss  to  the  nation;  a  sum  sufficient  to  provide  every  district  of 
our  country  with  a  free  school,  every  hamlet  with  a  free  church,  and  every 
pauper  with  a  flree  home."  In  the  City  of  New  York,  in  1851,  it  waa 
computed  that  the  consumption  of  cigars  alone  amounted  to  $10,000  per 
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daj,  whOe  the  sum  expended  for  bread  was  bat  $8,500.  In  a  single  year 
this  would  amount  to  $8,650^000  for  oigars  alone,  in  a  city  where  hon- 
dreda,  if  not  thousands,  are  sometimes  destitute  of  the  necessaries  of  life. 
This  is  not  expended  by  the  rioh  alone ;  it  DftUs  equally  on  all  classes  of 
society.  The  daily  laborer,  who  endures  privation  and  poverty,  places  his 
offering  on  this  polluted  shrine  of  a  perverted  appetite,  as  wdl  as  the 
pampered  scm  of  fortune.  The  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  the  houseless  beg- 
gars in  our  streets,  the  child  scarce  removed  from  its  mother^s  knee,  and 
the  aged  num  just  tottering  to  the  grave,  all  contribute  a  part  of  this  vast 
amount.  And  when  we  reflect  that  it  is  expended  for  but  one  preparation 
of  tobaoco,  while  thousands  of  dollars  besides  are  wasted  for  cbewing  and 
snuffing,  and  indudes  the  expense  of  but  one  of  the  many  hundred  cities 
where  its  despotic  sway  is  felt,  we  cannot  but  be  startled  by  the  magnitude 
of  the  evil  in  its  pecuniary  phase  alone,  and  earnestly  cdl  upon  all  who 
labor  for  the  advancement  of  the  race  to  stay  this  tide  of  evil  both  by  pre- 
cept and  example— ever  remembering  that  the  latter  is  a  much  more  pow- 
erful agent  of  good  than  the  former. 

Other  considerations  there  are,  each  in  itself  sufficiently  potent  to  con- 
fine within  the  limits  of  savage  and  uncivilized  society  so  disgusting  a 
custom  as  the  use  of  tobacco  has  ever  been.  There  are  no  laws  more  uni- 
versally acknowledged  in  refined  society  than  those  which  demand  deanli- 
nees  of  person  and  manners,  and  none  more  constantly  violated ;  for  not 
even  those  addicted  to  this  filthy  habit  dium  for  it  the  sanction  of  pro- 
priety, and  all  who  are  not  are  painfully  aware  of  its  utter  loathsomeness. 
The  moral  obligations  of  one  to  another  demand  that  the  non-tobacco- 
using  class  of  sodety  should  be  exempt  from  this  flagrant  wrong,  which  is 
eonstairtly  perpetrated  by  its  devotees,  who  transform  this  beautiful  earth 
into  a  reeking,  noisome  smokehouse  by  the  conversion  of  2,000,000  tons  of 
thiB  weed  into  poisonous  vapor,  and  tobacco-saturated  saliva.  That  our 
beneficent  Creator  surrounded  us  with  an  atmosphere  peculiarly  and  per- 
fectiy  adapted  to  the  various  requirements  of  the  animal  mecbanicism,  all 
will  admit.  Then  by  what  right  does  the  tobacco-smoker  force  us  to  inhale 
an  atmosphere  which  we  know  to  be  not  only  disagreeable  and  nauseous 
in  the  extreme,  but  highly  detrimental  to  health  ?  The  law  has  provided 
ample  punishment  for  him  who  maltreats  his  brother  with  any  implement 
of  iron  or  wood,  or  with  various  named  deadly  poisons;  but  it  exempts 
tiioee  who  pdson  the  air  we  are  forced  to  breathe  with  a  vapor  more  dow 
but  no  less  Mai  than  prusdc  acid,  as  numerous  well-authenticated  experi- 
ments prove.  Medical  works  abound  with  instances  of  death  resulting 
so  apparently  from  the  internal  and  external  application  of  tobacco,  that 
no  doubt  could  arise  as  to  the  cause.  A  derk  in  Massachusetts  induced  a 
ohOdto  swallow  a  small  portion.  Violent  vomiting  ensued,  followed  with 
convulsions  and  death.  Dr.  Olay,  of  Manchester,  England,  relates  the  fol- 
lowing case:  A  child  eight  yean  old  had  been  affected  with  tinea  capitis 
or  aoald  head.    The  father  applied  the  expressed  juice  five  minutes  before 
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two  in  the  afteraoon.  Yiolent  vomiting,  thirst,  paleness,  oold  sweat  and 
convaldons  followed,  until  he  expired  at  half  past  five,  only  three  honrs 
and  a  half  after  the  application.  The  internal  application  is  still  more 
dangerous.  Ohristison  cites  the  following  cases:  An  infosion,  prepared 
by  mistake,  of  two  ounces  and  one  drachm,  instead  of  one  drachm  and  a 
half,  was  administered  in  the  form  of  enema  to  a  stout  man.  In  seven 
minutes  he  was  seized  with  stupor,  headache,  paleness  of  skin,  indistinct 
articulation,  convulsive  tremors,  prostration,  coma,  and  deatii  ensued  in 
fifteen  minutes.  Various  animals  have  been  experimented  upon  to  prove 
the  nature  of  this  poison.  Dr.  Kees  says  that  one  or  two  drops  of  the 
chemical  oil  of  tobacco,  being  put  upon  the  tongue  of  a  cat,  produced  vio- 
lent convulsions  and  death  in  tiie  space  of  a  minute.  Mice  have  been  al- 
most instantiy  killed  by  piercing  the  nose  with  a  cambric  needle  previous- 
ly dipped  in  this  oil.  That  the  inhalation  of  so  fatal  a  poison  should  pro- 
duce disease,  and  ultimately  death,  is  not  surprising,  when  we  reflect  on 
the  vast  surfiEice  of  the  lungs,  and  the  chemical  changes  which  the  blood, 
the  origin  of  the  various  tissues  of  the  body,  there  undergoes. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  we  pronounce  the  use  of  tobacco  a  filthy,  dan- 
gerous, and  execrable  custom;  and  we  earnestiy  entreat  those  addicted 
thereto,  in  any  form,  to  abandon  it  at  once  and  for  ever.  We  warn  young 
men  every  where  of  the  evils  resulting  from  the  practice,  and  entreat  them 
to  '*  touch  not,  taste  not,  handle  not  ^  the  unclean  thing.  Gk>d  never  yet 
bestowed  on  nmn  the  liberty  to  mar  with  impunity  the  tabemade  of  the 
soul,  as  the  punishment  which  inevitably  follows  a  violation  of  his  laws 
ftilly  proves ;  and  so  intimate  is  the  connection  of  the  mind  and  the  tem- 
ple in  which  it  dwells,  that  he  who  would  possess  a  pure  and  noble  soul 
must  possess  a  correspondingly  pure  and  noble  body ;  and  this  the  tobacco 
consumer  cannot  do.  This  custom  is  a  perfect  Pandora's  box,  firom  which 
issues  a  hydra-headed  train  of  diseases,  defiling  body  and  soul,  wrecking  life's 
Joys,  clouding  its  highest  aspirations,  and  carrying  devastation  and  death  in 
its  train.  In  this  country  20,000  persons  are  sdd  to  die  annually  of  diseases 
engendered  by  the  use  of  tobacco,  and  in  Germany,  where  almost  the 
entire  population  smoke  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave,  a  large  proportion 
of  the  deaths  are  thought  to  result  firom  this  cause  alone;  and  yet  society, 
ever  ready  to  condemn  the  suicide  who  destroys  life  at  once,  not  only  does 
not  condemn,  but  sanctions  and  encourages,  the  no  less  sure,  though  more 
slow,  destruction  of  tens  of  thousands  by  a  gratification  of  this  vitiated 
appetite. 

It  is  in  vain  that  we  plead  ignorance  as  a  palliation  of  the  evil.  Its 
deadly  poison  saps  as  surely  the  foundation  of  life  in  the  ignorant  as  in  the 
educated,  and,  with  the  great  amount  of  evidence  respecting  its  deadly 
nature,  famished  us  by  eminent  phydcians,  we  have  no  longer  an  apology 
for  our  ignorance ;  and  even  if  this  were  wanting,  does  not  the  abhorrence 
with  which  an  unperverted  nature  first  greets  so  noxious  an  inti*uder  clear- 
ly demonstrate  its  subtle  power  ?    Who  has  not  experienced,  on  the  first 
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attempt  to  aoqaire  this  fliisliionable  accomplishment,  a  sickness  beyond  the 
power  of  language  to  describe  ?  And  yet  this  protest,  so  plainly  written 
by  the  hand  of  nature,  that  all  who  taste  may  read,  is  passed  unheeded  by, 
and  body  and  soul  stupefied  into  snbjeotion. 

Another  powerful  dissaasire  against  the  nse  of  Tobacco,  is  found  in  its 
tendency  to  exdte  a  lore  for  alcoholic  drinks:  first,  by  so  narcotizing  the 
nerves  of  taste  as  to  render  water  insipid ;  and,  secondly,  by  destroying  the 
appetite  for  food,  the  Bta*ength  which  should  be  derived  from  this  natural 
souroe  is  sought  for  in  the  stimulus  of  alcohol. 

In  the  language  of  George  Trask,  of  Massachusetts :  *'  Tobacco  and 
alcohol  live  in  endearing  friendship,  each  in  the  other's  bosom.  This  is 
not  always  the  fact,  for  there  are  many  slaves  of  tobacco  found  in  the  ranks 
of  the  temperance  reform,  who,  if  aware  of  the  sandy  foundation  on  which 
they  rest,  would  flee  from  the  impending  danger,  and  be  free  indeed.  No 
reformed  inebriate  is  safe  while  his  system  is  constantly  stimulated  with 
this  narcotic.  Let  him  sever  the  chains  which  fetter  him,  physically,  men- 
tally, and  morally,  and  then  can  he  stand  up  boldly  before  his  Maker  and 
the  IJni verse,  and  dedare  honestly,  'I  am  a  man  I' "  Let,  therefore,  the 
fiiends  of  temperance  beware  of  Tobacco  in  every  form,  and  constantly  en- 
deavor to  dry  up  this  accursed  tributary  of  the  deadly  stream,  which  flows 
through  our  land.  We  call  most  earnestly  upon  all  who  labor  for  the 
growth  of  the  living  and  true  gospel,  and  who  would  protect  posterity 
against  an  evil,  leading  them  ever  on  in  the  path  of  misery  and  death,  to 
enlist  in  this  great  reform ;  for  he  who  is  truly  a  disciple  of  the  pure  and 
self-sacrificing  Jesus,  cannot  indulge  in  a  habit  which  brings  disease  upon 
the  body,  enfeebles  the  intellect  and  demoralizes  the  soul,  not  only  of  the 
consumer,  but  of  all  who  come  within  the  range  of  its  influence. 

Signed  by  direction  of  the  Yearly  Meeting. 

Joseph  A.  Duodali,     )  rn^^}^, 
SiDNKY  Peibcb  CuBns,  f  ^^^^ 


SLAVERY. 

jBefohedy  That  we  renew  our  testimony  against  American  Slavery  as  a 
fin  against  God  and  a  crime  against  Humanity,  and  declare  ourselves  in 
fiivM*  of  its  immediate  and  entire  abolition ;  and  that  we  entreat  all  reli- 
gious bodies  to  unite  their  influence  with  ours  in  a  great  moral  struggle  to 
break  the  chains  of  the  dave  and  to  deliver  our  counlvy  from  its  direst 
curse. 

Adopted  by  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends,  held  at  Long- 
wood,  Chester  Co.,  Pa.,  ilfth  month,  1855. 

Joseph  A.  Ditgdalx,     {  ^i^-Va 
Sidney  Pbieob  CxJBTi8,f  ^^®'^*^- 
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THE  CAUSE  AND  PREVENTION  OF  CRIME. 

To  the  People  qf  the  United  States  : 

It  appears  strange  that  society  should,  for  so  long  a  period,  hare  been 
engaged  in  punishing  criminals,  and  yet  failed  to  investigate  the  causes  of 
orime.  It  is  equally  strange  that,  while  Judges  and  Juries  should  listen 
patiently  to  all  the  oironmstances  connected  with  a  particular  criminal  ac- 
tion, and  by  their  verdict  express  their  abhorrence  thereof^  they  yet  should 
never  ask  die  question,  *  Why  does  this  mai^  differ  from  ourselves  ? '  We 
find  Courts  of  Justice,  with  all  their  array  of  Judges,  attorneys,  tipstaves, 
marshals,  pettifoggers  and  police,  engaged  in  determining  the  measure  of  re- 
tribution for  particular  actions.  We  have  immense  State  prisons,  with  jail- 
ors, turnkeys,  watchmen,  governors,  hangmen,  and  so-called  CKkL's  minis- 
ters, all  employed  in  administering  vengeance  on  the  evil-doer,  and  sup- 
ported in  their  avocations  by  the  Glovemments  of  the  States,  while  there 
does  not  exist  one  Commission,  instituted  and  supported  by  these  Govern- 
ments, whose  especial  province  it  would  be  to  inquire  and  discover  why  it 
is  that  one  man  stands  at  the  bar  degraded  and  scorned,  and  another,  his 
fellow,  sits  in  Judgment  on  his  life.  It  appears  to  us  that  next  in  impor- 
tance to  the  education  of  the  children  of  a  Republic  (and  indeed  intimately 
oonnected  with  it)  is  the  discovery  of  those  influences  which  predispose  to 
crime.  We  do  not  accept  the  proposition,  so  long  advocated  by  sectarian 
bodies,  that  "  Man  is  by  nature  desperately  wicked,'* — ^by  choice  doing 
wrong  rather  than  right  to  his  neighbor.  We  cannot  believe  that  false- 
hood and  oppression  bring  peace  or  happiness  to  those  who  use  them,  and 
we  know  that  all  mankind  strive  after  real  or  fancied  happiness. 

In  view  of  these  principles  we  would  caU  the  attention  of  tiie  oommu- 
nity  to  the  ftud  (evidenced  from  all  reports  of  those  who  have  made  this 
subject  their  study),  that  Ignorance  lies  at  the  base  of  the  criminal's  life; 
and  by  ignorance  we  mean  not  simply  the  absence  of  the  conunon  school 
acquirements,  although  these  tend  to  improvement;  but  an  ignorance  of 
the  laws  of  his  own  being — ^that  sort  of  ignorance  which  can  only  be  re- 
moved by  the  study  of  the  laws  of  physiology,  of  diet,  the  effects  of  over- 
exertion, the  effects  of  stimulants  and  narcotics,  with  a  close  inquiry  into 
the  nature  of  that  rigid  compensation  which  declares  that  ^^  whatsoever  a 
man  sows  that  he  shall  also  reap."  In  fact,  we  assert  with  folness  of  con- 
fidence, that  in  the  wise  cultivation  of  the  minds  of  the  young  alone  can 
be  found  a  safeguard  from  a  life  of  crime,  and  we  call  upon  all  who  desire 
to  see  the  relations  of  men  changed  from  law  and  vengeance  to  justice  and 
mercy,  to  aid  every  movement  whereby  the  ignorant  child  may  be  devel- 
oped into  the  intelligent  and  useful  man ;  to  remember  that  the  principle 
of  doing  unto  others  as  we  would  be  done  by  was  not  made  for  our  imme* 
diate  selves  and  friends  alone,  not  made  for  sect,  or  party,  or  nation,  or 
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ato^bviforalltheraceofmen;  and  to  this  principle,  practically  developed 
and  applied,  do  we  alone  look  for  the  beginning  of  a  brighter  day  for  the 
poor  and  degraded  criminaL  The  cause  being  ignorance,  the  prevention  of 
igDOTanoe  most  be  the  prevention  of  crime.  We  therefore  recommend 
that  goob  steps  be  taken  as  will  ensore  to  every  child,  whether  rich  or 
poor,  a  sound  body  and  mind,  a  disposition  and  an  opportunity  to  labor,  a 
ftir  measure  4>f  reward  and  time  for  self-improvement,  the  removal  q£ 
temptation  to  physioal  injury  and  the  presence  of  indncements  to  noble- 
ness of  character.  In  this  path  we  look  for  the  prevention  of  oriminal 
eondnct,  and  all  efforts  to  make  Courts  of  Justice  (so  called)  partake  less 
of  vengeance  will  be  of  small  moment  unless  the  great  fountain  of  crime, 
viz.,  an  ignorance  of  nature^s  laws  and  their  operation,  is  removed. 

We  must  not  omit  in  this  Beport  our  earnest  protest  against  the  whole 
system  of  treatment  at  present  pursued  towards  those  who,  through  ne- 
^eoted  training,  have  been  led  to  crime.  We  look  upon  the  unfortunate 
crimiiftal  as  a  moral  patient,  as  much  requiring  our  kindly  offices  as  he 
who  labors  under  fever  or  other  bodily  ailment.  It  is  important  that 
those  who  have  the  care  of  his  person  should  understand  hb  case  and  be 
aUe  to  treat  him  in  such  a  way  as  to  ensure  a  permanent  cure.  Instead 
of  coarseness  and  Inmtality  in  Jailors,  we  want  gentieness  and  tender  feel- 
ing;  in  the  place  oi  political  aspirants  for  power  in  governors  of  prisons, 
we  require  thoughtful  and  practical  students  of  human  nature ;  and  indeed 
in  all  relations  to  the  criminal  our  conduct  must  be  based  on  the  hope  to 
make  him  better  and  not  upon  a  desire  for  vengeance.  When  communi- 
ties thus  learn  to  practise  mercy,  we  may  hope  that  the  wicked  will  turn 
from  his  wickedness  and  live. 

Signed,  on  behalf  and  by  direction  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  Progres- 
eive  friends,  held  at  Longwood,  near  Eennett  Square,  Chester  Co.,  Pa., 
Tilth  month,  1855. 

Joseph  A.  Dttodalb,     )  rn^^i-Vo 

SiDHBT  PeIBOB  OuBTIB,  f  ^^®^^' 


WE0NG8  OF  THE  INDIANS. 
To  the  PreHdent  of  tU  United  States: 

The  Pennsylvania  Yearly  Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends  respectfully 
asks  the  active  interference  of  the  Executive  of  the  United  States,  in  behalf 
of  the  American  Indians,  the  comparatively  defenceless  inhabitants  of  our 
fix)ntiers.    These  people,  placed  so  peculiarly  by  the  hand  of  Providence  on 
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this  continent,  mfty  be  oonddered  above  all  others  to  be  AmOTicanB,  and^ 
from  their  comparative  feebleness,  to  have  a  particnlar  claim  upon  onr 
sympathy  and  regard.  Separated  from  the  whites  by  a  shade  of  difference 
in  the  color  of  the  skin,  they  are  yet  children  of  the  same  Father,  heirs  of 
the  same  promise,  and  if  their  ways  differ  from  onr  ways,  they  are  still 
connected  with  ns  by  a  common  hnmanity,  which,  to  the  feeling  mind, 
makes  their  woes  onr  woes,  their  sufferings  onr  l^nfferings.  At  a  mo- 
ment like  the  present,  when  the  Indian  territories  are  traversed  by  thou- 
sands of  men,  many  of  liiem,  probably,  of  donbtfdl  character,  it  would  seon 
as  if  the  influence  of  the  Executive  might  be  beneficially  used  to  preserve 
those  unchangeable  prindples  of  justice  and  truth  on  which  all  human 
rights  are  founded. 

Apart  fh>m  the  sentiments  of  a  common  humanity,  which  are  those  that 
make  the  deepest  impression  on  our  minds,  there  are  others,  of  human 
policy,  which,  in  themselves,  should  be  all-powerful  in  restraining  every 
act  of  severity  and  unkindness  to  the  Indian  tribes.  It  seems  to  us  like 
solemn  mockery  to  ask  justice  from  others,  while  we  do  not  extend  justice 
towards  them.  The  early  history  of  the  American  colonies,  when  the  In- 
dians were  a  powerful  and  warlike  people,  teaches  this  truth,  that  justice 
and  kindness  to  the  Indians  produced  kindness  and  justice  in  return.  Your 
memorialists  ask  leave  to  remind  the  Executive  that  when  the  most  pow- 
erftd  colonies  of  New  England  were  allied  together  against  the  equally 
powerM  tribes  of  the  Narragansetti,  and  one  twentieth  part  of  the  white 
inhabitants  were  destroyed,  and  one  twentieth  of  their  houses  burnt  to  the 
ground,  the  island  of  Bhode  Island,  governed  by  more  peaceable  princi- 
ples, stood  as  a  beacon-light  in  favor  of  humanity ;  not  a  dwelling  was ,  de- 
stroyed, nor  did  one  of  its  inhabijtants  perish.  The  history  of  Pennsylvania 
is  of  the  same  character.  Kindness  to  the  Indians  produced  kindness  in 
return,  until  the  powerful  influence  of  the  principles  of  peace  became  the 
admuration  of  the  world.  Tour  memorialists  believe  that  Justice  and  Hu- 
manity may  be  relied  on  to  produce  the  same  results  in  the  present  day, 
and  though  all  may  not  be  gained  that  the  humane  heart  might  desire,  yet 
that  the  employment  by  the  Executive  of  true  and  faithfbl  men  in  its  in- 
tercourse with  the  Indians,  would  be  more  effective  in  the  promotion  of 
peace  than  swords  and  bayonets  guided  by  the  most  skiUbl  generals. 

Signed  by  direction  of  the  Pennsylvania  Yearly  Meeting  of  Progresdve 
Friends,  held  at  Longwood,  Chester  Go.,  by  adjournments,  from  the  20th  of 
the  Fifth  month  to  the  28d  of  the  same,  1855. 

Joseph  A.  DvoDixs,   ?  ^n    i. 

SlDNBT  PkIBOB  OuBTIB,  J  ^^®^^ 
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FROM  THE  WORLD'S  ATJJATTOE. 

To  ths  Yearly  Meeting  cf  Progreeme  Friende^  to  he  held  at  Longwood^ 
Cheeter  Ccunty^  Pa, 

The  Hembere  of  the  World^s  Alliance  for  Haman  Happiness  address 
yon  as  among  those  who  wonld  see  the  whole  world  free  from  misery,  vice 
and  error.  They  req;ae8t  yonr  oonaderation  for  their  Programme  of  Prin- 
dpke  and  yonr  definite  action  with  reference  to  the  fifth  article  of  their 
organization.  Feeling  the  very  great  importance  of  a  general  bond  of 
union  between  Reformers  all  over  the  world,  they  hope  the  Progressiye 
Friends  of  Pennsylyanla  will  thns  nnite  themselTes  in  anticipation  of  the 
great  movement  for  the  elevation  of  Humanity,  which  will  occnr  when  the 
Truth  shall  be  heard  as  one  voice,  and  all  unite  to  carry  into  practice  iti 
eiceDent  commands.  Too  long  have  men  and  women,  earnest  and  true, 
worked  singly  for  man's  redemption,  and,  though  much  has  been  done,  yet 
the  future  requires  a  mightier  effort,  a  general  uprising,  which  can  alone 
occur  when  all  are  united. 

With  the  hope  of  this  union,  I  subscribe  myself,  on  behalf  of  The  AlH- 
anoe,  Bb.  Aug.  Thbod.  Stamm, 

Mifldonary  of  the  Alliance. 

Hay  19tb,  1855. 

PBO^UJfMX  OF  THS  WOBLd's  ALUAKOB  70B  HUMAH  EAPFIHBBS. 

[American  Bram/ch^ 

Ist  AH  around  us,  in  the  Universe,  there  is  action.  The  highest  law 
of  the  Universe  is  the  law  of  action,  and,  as  the  action  of  the  Universe  is 
nothing  but  a  continual  self-perfection  and  ennoblement,  noble  action  is 
the  lughest  law  of  our  highest  exempkr,  and  thus  the  highest  law  of  man- 
kind. 

Our  Earth  has  an  overfiow  of  good  sufScient  for  all  its  children. 

That  BO  many  have  to  suffer  misery  and  violence  of  every  kind,  is  to  be 
imputed  to  the  imperfect  development  of  our  moral  and  spiritual  nature. 
True  morality  and  true  happiness  can  be  found  only  in  noble  deeds,  in  self- 
renunciation,  self-sacrifice  for  others'  happiness. 

2d.  Most  inimical  to  human  development  is  superstition.  The  Alliance 
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win  combat  it  with  all  itB  might,  yet  its  members  will  seek  and  find  eyery 
revelation  solely  throagh  man*s  nature,  and  through  the  inTestigation  of 
the  everlastingly  tme  spirit  of  all  nature,  of  the  spirit  of  the  Universe— of 
God. 

8d.  As  from  the  first,  viee  and  unbappinen  have  been  brought  over  the 
world  through  the  professors  of  every  creed,  we  find  the  true  value  of  Man, 
not  in  his  creed,  but  In  the  ezoellenoe  of  his  life.  We  therefore  recognise 
the  Religion  of  Noble  Deeds  as  the  lUllgton  for  all  Mankind,  and  acknowl- 
edge the  active  love  of  man  to  man  as  the  only  true  and  worthy  ^  worohip 
ofGod.'» 

4th.  The  professors  of  this  Universal  Religion  do  not  appoint  Priests 
and  Olergym^  but  teaob  the  moral  of  noble  action  and  all  those  things 
which  serve  the  true  happiness  of  men ;  above  all,  they  must,  by  their  own 
worthy  conduct,  set  a  good  example. 

5th.  As  it  is  a  udsfbrtune  for  a  ftmiily  to  have  a  neglected  or  immoral 
member,  and  disastrous  for  a  nation  if  parts  thereof  grow  up  neglected 
and  immoral,  and  corrui^ted  nations  are  a  calamity  and  curse  for  mankind^ 
we  deem  It  a  most  sacred  duty  to  direct  our  e/SSoris  towards  giving  every 
child  of  Earth  an  emioMibg  education. 

6th.  Self-improvement  and  noble  deeds  are  the  aim  and  end  of  every 
day's  lifo,  and,  conseqoentiy,  of  the  Seventh  day,  which  will  be  directed  to 
the  active  help  of  our  suffering  brethren,  to  self*know]edge,  moral  improve- 
ment, and  the  ennoblement  of  men. 

7th.  We  regard  marriage  as  a  civil  contract;  its  holiness  shall  be  i^ 
spected,  divorce  permitted,  but  not  countenanced,  and  each  attempt  to 
weaken  the  ties  of  matrimony,  under  whatsoever  pretext  of  freedom,  shaU 
be  6onsldersd  highly  immorid. 

8th.  Since  offences  condemned  as  crimes  in  civilized  States  ought  not 
by  nationa  to  be  committed-  against  each  other,  the  Alliance  Joins  all  ra- 
tional endeavors  for  the  peaceM  solution  of  national  quarrels. 

9th.  We  hold  that,  for  the  union  of  all  mankind,  there  must  be  certain 
agreemoits  common  to  all  nations  and  pe<^e,  and  such  agreem^ts  shall 
be  proposed  by  our  representativeB  at  periodical  Worid's  Congresses. 

Thomab  Gabu^t.  Guhton  GnxmoHAM,  Phila. 

Sdwabd  Wkbb,  Luobbxia.  Mott,  Phila. 

Thomas  Tbuesdell,  N.  Y.  WiuxucLoaAvEDSBS]t,QennantowiL 

Db.  Aug.  Thbob.  Stimm.  Suhnkb  Stbniihb,  Kennett  Square. 

JosBFH  Babkxb,  Ohio.  Edwabd  M.  Davis,  Phila. 

WnxiAM  H.  FuBKxss,  Phila.  John  Wvin,  Phila. 

Pbiedbioh  SoHusiaeMAiiN  Pott,  Thomab  Ounns,  Phila. 

Speaker  oi  the  Independent  Qer-  Thbodobb  Parebb,  Mass. 

man  Congregation  in  Phila.  Joeapa  A*  IXctgdaue,  Penn. 
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FEtOM  PAULnfA  W.  DAVIS--^era<;f. 

Pbovidenok,  R.  L,  May  16, 1856. 

Ht  Dbab  Fbebhd  .-—The  movement  of  the  Progresaiye  Friends,  from  its 
first  appearanoe,  has  been  like  an  oasis  in  the  desert,  where  troe  hearts, 
thirsting  for  the  pore  waters  of  life  and  hungering  for  the  bread  of  right- 
eonsnesfl^  might  rest  and  be  refreshed.  *  *  *  *  3a^  ^  present  the 
Woman  Question  to  a  class  of  persons  who  ju?e,  I  am  persuaded,  thorooghly 
aoqoainted  with  its  progress,  and  indoctrinated  into  its  deepest  philosophy, 
seems  almost  like  presnmption.  I  am  confident  that  your  body  look  upon 
thki  question  ia  its  trne  light.  *  *  *  *  .  That  the  time  for  the  emanci- 
pation of  woman  has  arrived,  is  proved  by  the  cheering  ezemplifioation  of 
the  long  accepted  axioQ^  that  '^  who  would  be  free  themselves  must  strike 
the  blow."  Already  does  the  philosophy  of  the  movement  color  our  liter- 
ature, and  .tinge  with  various  shades  every  act  in  relation  to  woman, 
whether  in  the  reli^ous,  legal  or  social  relation.  Domestic  tyrannies— the 
tpMunm  of  love  and  oourtei^-Hire  yieldii^  to  the  demand  for  freedom  of 
^velqpment.  Unlike  other  reforms,  this  is  inverse-  in  its  action;  begin* 
ning  within,  it  works  outwardly,  and  the  outward  is  reflected  within.  The 
fikU  of  maa  inverted  the  order  of  human  arrangements.  Woman  becao^ 
the  sufferer  in  bondage ;  man  swallowed  up  her  existence;  by  the  mar- 
riage relation  they  became  Qne^  and  aoc<»:ding  to  Bkckstone,  the  e:q)ounder 
of  the  law  upon  that  relation,  "  that  <m^  is  the  husband."  In  barbarism 
:vonian  is  governed  with  stripes,  and  sold  like  other  commodities  in  the 
market;  in  our  higher  civilization  her  noblest  life  is  extinguished  by  ten- 
demeas.  That  Power,  which  is  pr(^>erly  only  the  servant  of  Goodness,  is 
its  master,  and  love,  the  holiest  and  highest  of  the  passions,  is  made  the 
basest  and  lowest  No  one  will  attend  to  deny  the  inferior  position  of 
woman,  although  the  kindness,  the  chivalry  of  many  husbands  hides  the 
ogly  friet,  and  so  blinds  the  understanding,  that  women  not  unfrequentiy 
say^  ^^  I  have  all  the  rights  I  want;"  and  many  more  are  ready  to  congratu- 
late themselves  upon  the  degree  of  freedom  they  have  attained.  But  none 
should  rest  satisfied  with  any  amount  of  privileges  accorded,  while  a  single 
sister  still  ^ans  in  bondage.  What  does  it  signify  that  we  have  freedom 
and  wealth,  if  others  of  our  class  have  it  not?  Iliere  is  wrong  and  injus- 
tice in  it,  not  only  to  ourselves  but  to  our  brother  man,  for  he  is  higher 
and  nobler  for  b^ng  just,  and  there  k  non^  among  men  so  infatuated,  so 
hardened,  as  not  to  £del  in  his  heart  that  he  has  no  more  right  to  the  cus- 
tody of  Ml  wife's  person,  of  tiie  exclusive  guardianship  of  the  children,  or 
tiie  sole  power  to  make  a  will  of  their  Joint  property  or  earnings,  or  to  the 
piodiictofil«r  industry,  than  the  wift  has  to  his,  amd  to  aet  independently 
of  him. 

This  properly  usurpation  Is  to  be  protested  against  in  the  most  earnest 
manner.  With  the  wife  it  is  a  mere  fiimciM  piece  of  mimicry  when  she 
'iayi  **iaiBe,"  but  witii  the  hosbnd  itiaareallegalfiMt^i^idiieis.per- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


20 

fectlj  oonscions  of  his  right  of  exdasive  possession  when  he  says  ^^minsy^ 
and  the  wife  feels  it  is  so.  What  is  it  hat  this  fonl  wrong,  this  hlaok  i^jos- 
tico,  that  renders  so  many  marriages  wretched  ?  It  is  useless  to  attempt  to 
olose  onr  eyes  to  the  dismal  facts  in  relatfon  to  this  question.  This  oon- 
scioosness  of  power  on  the  part  of  man,  imperoeptihly  to  himself  perhaps, 
changes  the  tone  of  the  lover  to  that  of  the  master ;  the  wife  begins  to 
fear,  and  from  that  moment  the  angel  of  love  takes  his  departure.  Love  and 
fear  cannot  dwell  together,  **  Perfect  love  casteth  out  fear."  Pride,  anger, 
deceit,  envy  and  Jealousy  follow  in  the  train  of  fear,  and  each  one  does  its 
part  in  rooting  out  the  smallest  germs  of  love  that  might  have  remained  in 
the  heart  The  divorce  has  then  taken  place;  their  paths  lie  in  separate 
directions  thenceforth. 

Now,  my  friends,  let  me  ask,  are  you  prepared  to  protest  against  laws 
that  make  the  wife  a  genteel  slave,  binding  her  wrists  with  golden  mana- 
cles, fastening  her  ears  to  the  door-posts  of  her  prison-house,  bowing  her 
neck  with  chidns  that  are  a  weariness  to  the  heart?  Are  you  prepared  to 
protest  against  the  interference  of  law  with  the  affections,  over  which  it 
has  no  rightful  power?  Are  you  prepared  to  demand  that  marriage  shall 
bean  equal  copartnership,  regulated  exclusively  by  the  parties?  That 
where  difficulties  arise  there  shall  not  be  an  appeal  to  legal  tribunals  to 
say  whether  parties  whose  souls  are  at  war  shall  still  live  together  ?  Yon 
are  the  advancing  corps,  and  we  look  to  you  to  cast  aside  that  figment  of 
superstition  that  sdll  makes  the  legal  ceremony  the  marriage.  Let  me 
once  more  entreat  you  to  send  out  to  the  world  a  united  demand  for  free- 
dom of  the  affections,  the  life  of  life,  the  true  marriage  of  one  man  with 
one  woman,  through  that  deep  love  that  recognizes  each  as  the  ideal  of  the 
other,  and  is  crowned  with  a  higher  love  to  the  Infinite,  who  is  All-in-all 
to  each.  Every  true  love  receives  the  third,  making  of  unity  a  trinity, 
which  is  the  fulness  of  life,  the  perfection  of  beauty  and  holiness.  If  yon 
are  prepared  to  act  upon  these  suggestions,  may  ^e  Infinite  loving  God 
bless  you.    Tours  for  truth  and  holiness,  Pattuna  W.  Davis. 


FROM  JOHN  G.  WHITTIER. 

Amisbubt,  Mass.,  lath  fifth  month,  1855. 

Db AR  Fbibnds  :— I  have  received  your  invitation  to  attend  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Yearly  Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends,  to  be  held  at  Longwood, 
Chester  Go.,  on  the  20th  inst  I  thank  you  for  this  kindly  remembrance, 
[t  would  give  me  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  revisit  the  quiet  and  beanti- 
fnl  locality  of  your  meeting,  and  to  renew  my  acquaintance  with  a  people 
whose  social  virtues  and  generous  philanthropy  entitle  them  to  the  nnseo- 
iarian  appellation  of  Friends. 

I  scarcely  need  say  that  the  testioKmiea  which  your  organisation  ii  de- 
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rigned  to  promote  meet  my  oordial  approbatkm.  In  that  ancient  Society 
whose  name  and  order  yon  have  to  some  extent  adopted,  I  have  found 
freedom  to  advocate  them  to  the  extent  of  my  abUity,  and  while  I  have 
had  to  lament  over  too  much  conservatism,  short-coming  and  prejudice 
among  its  members,  I  have  also  met  with  much  encouragement  and  sym- 
pathy ;  and  I  r^ico  to  beUeve  that  a  better  and  more  liberal  spirit  is  pre- 
vailing^ and  that  yon  are  not  entitled  to  an  entire  monopoly  of  the  terra 
**  progressive." 

I  attach  little  importance  to  creeds,  forms,  professions  and  outward 
organizations.  But  the  assembling  of  ourselves  together,  in  reverent  recog- 
nition of  our  dependence  upon  our  Heavenly  Father  for  strength  and 
guidance,  seems  to  me  at  once  a  solemn  duty  and  a  great  privilege.  Chris- 
tianity is  the  ultimate-^e  highest  possible  ideal — and  all  the  lines  of  hu- 
man progress,  however  widely  apart  at  the  outset,  converge  upon  it  I  see 
nothing  in  any  school  of  philosophy  to  compare  with  the  sublime  simplicity 
ti  its  truth,  as  adapted  to  the  wants  of  our  nature.  Looking  over  the  ages 
I  see  nothing  higher  and  holier  than  its  great  Teacher.  I  believe  in  the 
divine  efficacy  of  His  life  and  its  consummation  of  sacrifice ;  and  I  regard 
the  record  of  His  precepts  and  example  as  the  true  text-book  of  tlie  re- 
former. With  you,  I  believe  that  our  faith  in  Him  is  best  manifested  by 
purity  of  IHe  and  devotion  to  the  welfare  of  our  fellow-men. 

I  have  no  means  of  knowing,  nor  is  it  necessary  in  this  connection  to 
inquire,  how  far  we  might  agree  upon  doctrinal  speculations,  but  be  assured 
that  my  best  wishes  and  sympathies  are  with  those  who  seek  to  reduce 
Christianity  to  practice,  and  promote  the  true  orthodoxy  of  life.  That,  in 
our  endeavors  to  this  end,  we  may  not  rely  too  much  upon  our  own  strength 
and  wisdom,  but,  on  the  contrary,  realizing  our  natural  weakness  and 
frailty,  look  reverently  and  prayerfully  to  the  only  Source  of  light  and 
ability,  is  the  denre  of  Tour  friend,  John  G.  Wbittisr. 


FROM  FRIEDRICH  S.  POTT. 

To  the  Penntyhania  Yearly  Meeting  qf  Progremwe  Friends: 

I  feel  so  much  Joy  in  being  invited  to  take  part  in  your  Yearly  Con- 
vention, that  so  mudi  greater  was  my  disappointment  in  not  being  able  to 
aooept  your  kind  invitation,  as  it  happens  that  for  the  present  moment  the 
duties  of  my  position  take  up  all  my  time.  But  I  could  not  refbse  myself 
the  ^easore  of  sending  you  at  least  a  few  lines  acknowledging  tiie  deep 
iympathy  I  feel  with  your  Progressive  Movement  I  assure  you,  as  long 
as  our  views  remain  in  such  harmony  as  at  present,  you  may  always  be 
certain  of  my  active  oo-operation.  I  hope  that  the  scattered  efforts  of 
phUoeophers  may  soon  be  united  in  one  holy  Bond. 

jUthongh  individuals  and  nations  are  educated  differentiy,  yet  there  is 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


22 

one  truth  for  all  man^d,  wUeh  eventM&y  mimt  Qiitte  afi.  I  hope  i 
heartily  that  we  may  be  enabled  by  a  indted  effort  to  end  the  eontast 
about  empty  forms  of  ReMgion^a  oonteat  wMoh  Ibr  thonBandi  ifi  yean 
has  desolated  mankind—that  Vit  last  all  may  look  only  tatheiipdIeiiDeof 
the  life  of  people,  which  is  the  real  essence  of  true  Beligion. 

Repeating  my  deepeat  sympathy  for  yonr  mo¥eaient|  beUeve  xne  yooBi 
Tery  trnly  and  afGdotionately, 

Fsavmca  Sohuenkmijii  Pon^  ' 
Bpotket  of  the  Independeirt  German  eongnagatloii  of  Phikdelpliia. 


FROM  EDGAR  BUCKINGHAM. 

Trot,  New  York,  April  26, 1865. 

Dear  Sm : — ^I  have  received,  from  some  nnknown  sonrce,  a  printed 
circular  inviting  the  presence  of  the  friends  of  tmth,  parity  and  progress 
at  the  Third  Annual  Oonvocation  of  the  Pennsylvania  Yearly  Meeting 
of  Progressive  Friends. 

I  hold  myself  to  be  one  of  the  invited,  mider  the  generons  invitation 
which  has  been  extended. 

I  sympathize  deeply  in  the  objects  which  the  circular  announces  as 
sought  to  be  advanced  by  the  body  of  which  you  are  Clerk. 

I  rejoice  in  the  invitation  which  you  have  extended  to  Mi*.  Parker  to 
address  you. 

I  regret  my  inability  to  be  present  at  the  meeting,  but  rejoice  to  sign 
myself,  for  truth,  for  man,  for  Christ  and  Qod^ 

Most  respectfully,  your  friend, 

Edoab  Btokinohau, 

Joseph  A.  Dugdalb.  Pastor  Unitarian  Soci^. 


FROM  WnJJAM  LLOYD  GARRISON. 

Boston,  May  17th,  1855. 

Joseph  A.  Dugdalb, — My  Dear  Friend — ^In  consequence  of  a  violent 
cold,  accompanied  with  considerable  fever  on  the  brain,  which  I  took  at 
New  York  during  anniversary  week,  I  am  unable  to  attend  yonr  Yeariy 
Meeting.  The  disappointment  to  myself  is  very  great.  There  is  no  spot 
on  earth  mone  pleasant  to  me  than  the  region  in  which  your  Meeting  ia 
located ;  there  are  no  friends  for  whom  I  entertain  a  higher  regard,  or  de- 
sire more  earnestly  to  see  fhce  to  fkce,  than  the  members  of  your  Society. 
This  is  the  expression  of  my  heart;  fior  I  deal  in  no  flattering  language. 

Your  free  meeting-house  is  at  lengtii  completed,  and  its  dedication  is 
to  take  place  on  the  day  preceding  the  Yearly  Meeting.  Most  warmly  d6 
I  congratulate  you  upon  its  erection,  and  upon  the  choice  that  has  been 
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made  of  the  penon  to  eoDteertte  it  to  BeUgkrai,  Horal,  Fhilanthropio, 
Soieotific  andliterary  parpofles— in  one  word,  to  HUMANITY*  Thbodobb 
Pabkxb  needs  no  praise  from  my  lipe.  Indeed,  so  far  as  the  world  about  ns 
-goes—I  mean  the  popidarlj  godlj  and  respectable  portion  of  it— I  am  in 
no  better  repnte  than  himself ;  and  so  I  cannot  help  him,  nor  can  he  help 
-me,  l^  any  oompHmentary  w<nrdi.  In  one  thing  at  least,  we  are  primitive 
Oxriiiians ;  for  we  are  both  **  without  repntadon,**  and  yet  withoat  stain 
of  wrong  npen  oor  personal  character.  I  trust  we  shall  bo^  so  oontinae 
io  ttre  as  nenr,  while  iaeamate  in  the  flesh,  to  be  any  more  acceptable  to 
Ihe  oOTTOpt  nders  in  CSinreh  and  State— to  contemporaneous  Scribes  and 
PbariBees— to  oppressors  and  unjust  men  in  every  position — ^than  we  are 
at  present.  Much  do  I  regret  that  I  cannot  listen  to  the  delivery  of  his 
address;  but  I  trust  it  will  be  printed,  for  it  cannot  ftil  to  be  worthy  of 
themanandthe  occasion.  There  will  be  no  ^fiuiaticism,''  no  '^infldel- 
-Ity,''  no  "sedition  '*  in  it^  in  any  other  sense,  I  think,  than  that  in  which 
Jesus  and  his  Apcstks,  md  the  Prophets  were  branded  in  their  day ;  but 
it  win  be  most  reverent  toward  God,  most  benevolent  toward^  man,  and 
Inimical  to  notldng  which  is  not  in  itself  hostile  to  all  that  is  human  and 
divine. 

Tonr  Society  entertains  no  views  which  I  do  not  ftilly  endorse  as  ez- 
presMd  in  regard  to  Shivery,  Intemperance,  War,  Capital  Punbhment,  the 
Equal  Rights  of  Woman,  Superstition,  Priestcraft  and  Ecclesiastioal  Domi- 
nation, Ae.^  iso.  It  believes  in  unlimited  investigation,  in  individual  account- 
ability, in  the  freedom  of  the  soul  from  all  shackles  of  sect  and  party,  in 
the  discovery  of  new  tmth,  in  ihe  everlasting  development  of  mind,  in 
eternal  progreadon.  So  do  L  I  yield  to  it  my  profound  respect— I  bestow 
upon  it  my  warmest  benediction.  Toevery  member  thereof;  I  desire  to  be 
remembered  in  the  bonds  of  fraternal  love.  With  the  lamented  Willuic 
EujCBT  OHAinnHQ^  I  rejoice  that  "Religion  is  less  and  less  regarded  as  a 
.  name,  a  fbrm,  a  creed,  a  ^urob,  and  more  and  more  as  the  spirit  of  Christ, 
which  works  under  all  forms  and  all  sects.  True,^  he  adds,  "much  intoler- 
ance remains;  its  separating  walk  are  not  fallen ;  but,  with  a  few  ezcep- 
ttona,  they  no  longer  reach  to  the  douds.  Many  of  them  have  crumbled 
flpwsy,  tBl  themen  whom  they  sever  can  shake  hands,  and  exchange  words 
of  fellowship,  and  reoogaiae  in  one  another^s  iices  the  features  <tf  breth- 
ren." 

Yonr  ftitfaftd  friend  and  coadjutor, 

WiLUAlC  Llotd  GABBISOir. 
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FROM  DANIEL  S.  WHITNEY. 

Fbibnd  Duodalb: 

I  h&ve  felt  a  very  deep  interest  in  the  movement  of  the  ProgresaiTe 
Friends  fh>m  the  first  This  interest  increases  with  the  years  of  its  life.  As 
each  returning  spring  has  brought  aronnd  yoor  Tearly  Meeting  I  have 
longed  to  be  with  yon.  And  this  year,  too,  I  find  that  I  must  deny 
myself  the  pleasure.  I  send  you  this  word  of  gratulation  and  sympathy 
by  letter ;  feeling  assured  that  the  earnest  God-speed  of  the  humblest  in- 
dividual of  our  oonmion  humanity  will  be  welcomed  by  the  Progressive 
Friends. 

Your  distinguishing  charaoteristio,  the  putting  away  of  paper  creeds, 
receives  my  entire  sympathy.  My  whole  soul  responds  **  amen''  to  it  How 
hard  it  is  for  men  to  break  away  from  these  traditions  of  men  I  Even 
the  best  of  men  are  often  enslaved  by  them.  Some,  who  stand  in  the  ad- 
vance-guard of  Reform,  think  that  some  expression  upon  paper,  in  the 
form  of  a  creed,  setting  forth  fundamentals  at  least,  is  serviceable  and  quite 
necessary  to  the  great  work  which  is  before  them  in  the  world.  They 
think  it  necessary  to  bind  men  together  and  constrain  them  to  right  ac- 
tion. Now  it  seems  to  me  very  plain  that  if  the  Law  of  God  written  and 
graven  on  the  human  heart  is  not  sufficient  to  unite  men  together  and 
constrain  them  to  right  action,  no  paper  law  or  creed  could  ever  do  it,  and 
if  this  great  law  of  the  soul,  written  by  the  Eternal  on  every  human  na- 
ture, does  this  good  work,  then  the  paper  writing  is  at  least  superfluous. 
It  is  more  than  superfluous — ^it  is  pernicious.  It  continually  leads  men  to 
turn  away  from  the  infallible  writings  of  God  to  the  fiallible  writings  of 
men.  When  men  come  near  to  each  other,  and,  in  the  simplidty  of  their 
nature,  decide  a  given  case  of  right  or  wrong,  they  do  not  vary  much  in 
their  decisions.  When,  too,  they  have  arrived  at  the  point  of  observatioQ 
which  clearly  reveals  the  right  and  duty  of  every  human  soul  to  think, 
judge  and  act  for  itself  in  all  matters  of  &ith,  and  see  moreover  that  it  is 
impossible,  in  the  nature  of  things,  for  fi-ee  minds  to  agree  in  their  q»eoula- 
tions,  then  they  will  see  at  once  how  worthless  are  creeds  written  by 
men's  hands,  and  how  Morions  is  that  freedom  which  the  soul  gains  by  re- 
lying entirely  on  the  law  written  npon  the  heart 

Go  on,  then,  dear  friends,  in  your  noble  work.  It  is  a  work  of  time. 
Be  not  discouraged  at  any  slowness  of  your  progress.  Men  will  at  length 
see  that  God's  original  writing  <m  the  heart  is  better  than  any  transcript 
which  man  can  make. 

Let  your  word  of  rebuke  go  forth  in  the  name  of  God  and  universal 
humanity  against  the  giant,  fashionable  wrongs  which  dishonor  the  Crea- 
tor and  debase  his  noblest  creature. 

The  trembling  furtive,  the  debased  inebriate,  the  wretched  of  every 
name,  must  ever  be  objects  of  your  solicitude  and  regard.  These  the 
world— and  the  fashionable  Church,  which  b  a  part  of  the  world— despise 
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and  see  perish  without  efforts  to  Bare.  War,  slavery,  intemperance  I  what 
monsters  of  omelty !  yet  every  one  of  them  is  sanctioned  and  npheld  either 
directly  or  indirectly  by  those  calling  themselves  Ohristians.  How  does 
this  come  to  pass?  Is  it  not  because  creeds,  forms  and  ceremonies,  have 
been  snbstitnted  for  the  law  written  on  the  heart?  It  is  time  then  that 
these  hnman  devices  should  be  swept  away.  It  is  time  that  every  parti- 
tion which  divides  the  race  should  be  broken  down«  God  wills  this.  The 
good  of  humanity  demands  it.  Let  it  be  done.  Blessed  are  they  who 
find  it  in  theur  hearts  to  labor  in  so  glorious  a  work. 
Yours,  fratemallyi 

DAiroEL  S.  Whitnbt. 
SouTHBOBo',  Mass.,  Kay  IStb,  1855. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ iC 


EXPOSmpS  OP  SENTIMENTS. 

ADOPTED    BY   THB    PENNBTLYAKU   TEABLY    ^EE^Sa    OF 
PE0GBES6IVE    FBIENDSL 

To  the  Friends  of  Pure  and  UndeJUed  BdipUm^cmd  to  all  Seekers  a/Ur 
Truth,  ofwh&tever  name  or  denominatwn,  the  Pennsylvama  Yearly 
Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends  sendeth  Greeting : 

Dear  Friends: — ^Haying  been  led,  as  we  tnist|  through  obedience 
to  the  revelations  of  truth,  to  form  a  Religious  Association  upon  princi- 
ples always  too  little  regarded  and  often  trample^  under  foot  by  pro- 
fessing Christians  and  popular  sects,  we  are  constrained  to  address  you 
in  explanation  of  our  leading  sentiments,  purposes,  plans,  and  hopes. 
If^  as  we  belieye,  the  bans  of  our  organization,  and  the  arrangements 
we  propose  for  the  culture  of  man's  religious  powers,  are  in  harmony 
with  the  Divine  laws,  and  adapted  to  the  wants  of  human  nature  and 
the  demands  of  the  present  age,  it  is  certiunly  incumbent  upon  us  to 
diffuse  the  knowledge  thereof  as  widely  as  posnble;  and  i^  on  the 
other  hand,  "  the  light  that  is  in  us  be  darkness,"  it  is  proper  that  we 
should  invoke  your  earnest  efforts  to  redeem  us  from  our  errors,  and 
turn  our  feet  into  the  highway  of  holiness  and  truth*  We,  therefore, 
ask  your  serious  and  unprejudiced  consideration  oi  the  matters  presented 
in  this  Exposition,  so  that,  whether  yon  shall  accept  or  reject  our  propo- 
sitions, your  conclusions  may  minister  to  your  own  peace  of  mind  and 
growth  in  the  love  and  practice  of  the  truth. 

In  our  ^orts  to  apply  the  principles  of  Christianity  to  daily  life, 
and  to  social  customs  and  institutions  which  we  deemed  subversive  of 
mdividual  and  national  morality,  as  well  as  in  conflict  with  the  laws  of 
God,  we  encountered  the  hostility  of  the  popular  sects,  to  one  or  an- 
other of  which  most  of  us  belonged,  and  to  which  we  were  bound  by 
ties  that  grew  with  our  growth  and  strengthened  with  our  strength. 
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IGngiiiig  irith  the  efaiake  of  ohuioh  b^  «nd  irith  the  tones  of  the 
pffeadiQv's  viMoe,  <Mr  btealdng  upon  the  BtilteesB  ci  our  raligious  aBsem- 
blies,  we  hewd  the  dank  of  iihe  ikTe's  ^diain^  the  groans  g£  the  wound- 
ed and  dyingoQ  the  field  of  bloody  8trife»  the  noise  6f  dnmken  reveby, 
the  tad  ery  of  the  widow  and  the  CitheiieaB,  and  the  wail  of  homelessi 
desfwiriiig  povertfi  dri?en 

^By  fool  Oppreuion's  raffian  gluttony 
Forth  from  life's  plenteous  feast ; " 

and  when,  in  obedience  to  the  yoiee  of  Qod,  speaking  thioogh  the 
faoKest  sympathies  and  purest  impnlaes  of  onr  Godlike  humanity,  we 
sought  to  arouse  our  owmCrymen  to  united  efibits  for  the  relief  of  human 
sufleiing,  the  removal  of  giant  wrongs,  ithe  suppreesicm  of  fbul  iniquities, 
we  found  the  Church,  in  spite  of  her  solemn  profeerions,  arrayed  ag^nst 
OS,  blocking  up  the  pafli  of  reform  with  her  serried*ra]iks,  prostituting 
her  mighty  influence  to  the  support  of  wi(^:edness  in  high  plaoes, 
smiling  complacently  upon  the  haughty  ^»pressor,  ^justifying  the 
wicked  for  a  reward,*^  maligning  the  fkithM  Abdieb  who  dared  to 
stand  up  for  the  truth  and  to  testify  against  popular  crimes — ^thus 
traitorously  upsetting  the  yery  foundations  of  the  Religion  she  was 
sacredly  bound  to  support  and  etempHfy,  and  doing  in  the  name  of 
Christ  deeds  at  which  humanity  shuddered,  obliterating  her  indignant 
blushes  only  with  the  tears  that  welled  up  from  the  deeps  of  her  great, 
loving  heart. 

For  a  tame,  though  not  without  deep  mortifleation  and  discourage- 
ment, we  bore  this  appalling  delinquency,  thinking  in  our  shortsight- 
edness that  it  was  mamly  the  result  of  a  temponuy  mistake,  and  not  €i 
an  incurable  leprosy  tainting  the  whole  body.  In  the  ^patience  of 
hope*^  we  toiled  on,  seekbg  to  reform  fSke  the  Church  and  the  world, 
and  deeming  it  certain  that  the  fbrmer  would  i^)eedily  abandon  her 
fiklse  and  sinful  position,  and  ^oomeup  tothe  help  of  the  Lord**  against 
the  hosts  of  unrighteousness  and  oppresnon.  Our  hopes  in  this  respeot 
were  doomed  to  a  sad  and  bitter  disapp<mitment  The  leaders  of  the 
Church,  instead  of  retracing  the  &lse  step  which  they  had  taken,  grew 
more  and  more  hostile  to  the  cause  of  Christian  Reform,  while  there  was 
not  found  in  the  body  enough  of  moral  principle  to  refect  their  counsels 
and  repudiate  their  impious  claims  to  a  Divine  warrant  for  their  crimi- 
nal apostacy.  Inflated  with  spiritual  pride,  and  daiming  to  be  the 
anointed  expounders  of  God's  will,  they  mocked  at  Fhflanthropy  as  no 
part  of  religion,  exalted  in  its  pbu^  the  Dagon  of  man-made  Disciplines, 
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ftrged  obedience  to  the  deduons  of  Yearly  Meetrngs  or  odier  eookii- 
astical  assembliee,  bb  the  sum  of  human  obligation,  bado  us  stifle  the 
gushing  sympathies  which  link  us  to  our  kind,  and  paasiTely  '^wait 
God's  time  ^  for  the  removal  of  the  evils  that  afflict  and  cune  our  race; 
as  if  God  had  not  revealed  his  purpose  of  doing  this  work  by  human 
instrumentality — as  if  there  were  times  when  deeds  of  charity  and 
mercy  are  offensive  in  His  sight — ^as  if  the  ciy  of  suffering  Humanitv 
and  tJie  emotions  it  stirs  within  us  were  not  a  sufficient  revelation  of 
His  will,  and  we  were  bound  to  wait  in  listless  inactivity  ht  some 
supernatural  or  miraculous  manilestaticm  of  His  authority  and  power  I 
Alas  1  how  many  have  thus  waited,  until  at  last  the  spiritual  ear  has 
become  too  dull  and  heavy  to  vibrate  under  the  gentle  tones  of  the 
"still,  small  voice,"  and  the  heart  so  hard  and  cold,  that  it  has  ceased 
to  beat  at  the  cry  of  mortal  woe  1  Superstition  has  woven  around  their 
souls  her  impenetrable  veO,  excluding  the  warm  sunlight  of  God's  pre- 
sence, paralyzing  thdr  moral  energies,  and  leaving  their  holiest  sympa^ 
thies  to  stagnate  for  lack  ci  use ;  thus  unfitting  them  for  the  work 
the  good  Father  seta  before  them  in  common  with  all  His  children,  and 
defeating  the  great  end  and  purpose  of  their  earthly  life. 

When  we  refysed  to  obey  the  mandate  of  our  ecclesiastical  rukra, 
choosing  to  hearken  to  the  voice  of  God  rather  than  unto  the  voice  oi 
man,  we  found  our  worst  foes  in  our  own  religious  households ;  the  rod 
ci  ecclesiastical  power  was  lifted  above  our  heads,  and  some  of  us  were 
made  to  understand  that  excommunication  was  the  price  to  be  paid  tea 
the  exercise  of  that  liberty  which  Jesus  proclaimed  as  the  birthright  of 
his  disciples.  We  might  have  devoted  our  energies^  to  the  acquisition 
of  wealtli,  and,  in  imitation  of  the  example  ci  many  who  stood  high  in 
the  Church,  entered  into  dose  rdations  with  men  devoid  of  religious 
principle  in  the  pursuit  of  that  object,  and  no  voice  of  censure  or  re- 
proof would  have  been  lifted  against  us;  but  when  we  associated  with 
noble  men  and  women,  not  of  our  sect,  for  the  purpose  of  abolishing 
alavery,  war,  intemperance,  and  other  dying  abominations,  and  our 
zeal  for  humanity  made  us  indifferent  to  the  forms  of  the  Church, 
though  more  than  ever  alive  to  the  great  prindples  she  had  so  Icmg 
professed  to  believe  and  revere,  we  were  treated  as  offenders;  and  the 
strange  speotade  was  witnessed  ci  bodies,  daiming  to  be  €k>d'a  repre- 
sentatives on  earth,  exduding  from  their  pale,  men  and  women  of  blame- 
less lives  for  loving  peace,  purity  and  freedom  so  devotedly,  as  to  be 
willing  to  co-operate  with  all  whose  hearts  prompted  them  to  labor  for 
the  pnHnotion  ci  those  heavenly  virtuei.    Thus  were  the  great  and  en- 
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BoUiiig  priiioipl6B  cf  oar  oommon  hmnamty  sabcMidiiuited  to  seotariaa 
ahibbcdetliay  and  that  Dnine  charity^  wbioh  is  the  eesenoe  of  the  God- 
like, and  ibe  sum  of  eveiy  yirtae  in  man,  narrowed  down  to  the  dimen- 
siona  of  a  paiticiilar  creed,  or  smothered  under  the  petty  limitations  of 
qwoolatiye  theology. 

Driven  thus  to  choose  between  our  laytity  to  sect  and  oar  allegiance 
to  God,  and  feeling  still  the  need  of  some  outward  helps  in  the  cultivar 
tion  oi  the  religious  sentiment,  we  were  natorally  led  to  investigate 
the  whole  aabject  of  reHgious  organisation,  its  nature,  uses  and  sphere, 
and  the  sooroe  and  extent  oi  its  powers.  The  result  of  our  inquiries  is 
a  clear  conviction,  that  Churches,  however  high  their  pretensions  of  au- 
ihantj  derived  from  Qod^  are  only  human  organizations,  and  the  repos- 
itories of  only  such  powers  as  may  have  been  rightfully  conferred  upon 
them  by  the  individuals  of  whom  they  are  composed,  or  derived  from 
the  laws  of  our  social  nature.  It  is  time  that  this  truth,  so  long  ob- 
Bcuied  by  the  sorcery  of  priestcraft,  were  clearly  understood  and  boldly 
proclaimed.  Too  long  have  the  common  people  been  deluded  with  the 
idea  that  the  Church  holds  a  mysterious  argarUe  relation  to  the  Infi- 
nite,— a  relation  distinct  from  that  existing  between  the  soul  and  its 
Creator,  and  conferring  special  powers  and  prerogatives.  Perhaps  no 
errw  has  done  more  than  this  to  debase  and  enslave  the  mind  of  man, 
to  fetter  his  godlike  powers,  and  make  him  the  ready  instrument  of 
superstition  and  priestcraft  It  is  the  most  vicious  element  of  Popery, 
from  which  our  Protestant  sects  are  not  yet  delivered.  Our  religion, 
which  should  make  us  free  and  self-reliant,  willing  to  bend  the  knee  only 
to  God,  as  he  stands  revealed  to  our  own  consciousness,  withered  by  the 
touch  of  this  superstition,  becomes,  in  the  hands  of  ambitious  and  designing 
men,  the  instrument  of  our  degradation,  the  symbol  of  littleness,  meanness, 
bigotry  and  hypocrisy.  The  Romish  Church  sets  up  for  herself  a  claim  of 
absolute  in&lHbility,  and  the  various  Protestant  sects,  professing  to  deride 
her  i^etensions,  yet  tax  our  credulity  scarcely  less.  From  the  Episcopal 
Church,  with  her  imposing  ritual  and  elaborate  ceremom'als,  down  to  mod- 
em Quakerism,  with  its  professed  abjuration  of  all  forms,  its  rustic  garb 
and  look  of  ^  meek  simplicity,"  all  seem  deluded  with  the  idea  that  the 
Church,  being  made  after  a  Divine  pattern,  is  supematurally  preserved 
from  error.  Even  the  Quaker  regards  the  decision  of  his  Yearly  Meeting 
with  a  superstitious  reverence  scarcely  inferior  to  tiiat  which  the  Catho- 
Hc  awards  to  the  decrees  of  the  Pope  and  the  Cardinals.  Do  his  rea- 
son and  conmion  sense  suggest  that  the  Yearly  Meeting  has  decided 
emmeoualy  or  uigustly,  he  banishes  the  thought  as  little  less  than  im- 
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jnoviSj  becomes  silent  if  not  acquioBoent,  and  mayliap  bys  Vb  rms^m 
and  common  sense  a  sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  tiie  Ohnroh.  "Foot  toatil 
let  him  be  once  fairly  convinced  that  ecdesiaBtical  bodies,  koweferMi 
cred  their  professions,  however  worthy  of  esteem  within  their  legiti* 
mate  sphere,  are  yet  only  Awntan,  and  without  anthori^  to  bind  the 
conscience  even  of  the  hmnblest  of  €k>d^i  children,  and  he  will  no  longer 
dare  to  offer  such  a  sacrifice,  to  dishonor  his  CrehUat  by  debasing  his 
own  exalted  powers. 

It  would  be  easy  to  show  that  this  dium  of  flupemataral  power,  on 
the  part  of  the  organized  Church,  is  at  war  wilii  the  whole  gemw  and 
spirit  of  Christianity  as  exhibited  in  the  life  and  teadiings  of  JesoSi  and 
without  warrant  in  the  writings  of  the  Apostles  and  primitive  Chnsdana, 
as  well  as  subversive  of  individual  rights  and  responstbiKtiea.  Jesna 
nowhere  indicated  an  intention  to  organize  a  Gmroh  dothed  with  sudi 
power.  Indeed,  it  does  not  appear  from  his  recorded  words  ^t  he 
even  contemplated  any  organization  whatever  of  diose  who  should  em- 
brace' his  doctrines.  He  specified  no  such  woilc  as  incumbent  upon 
those  whom  he  sent  for&  as  witnesses  of  the  truth,  but  left  them  to 
adopt  such  instrumentalities  as  might  seem  to  them  adapted  to  promote 
the  object  of  their  mission.  The  Apostles  did  indeed  oi^ganize  Cfaurohes, 
but  they  did  not  pretend  that  they  were  framed  after  a  Divinely  pre> 
scribed  pattern,  still  less  that  they  were  clothed  with  a  supematund 
power.  **  It  was  not,"  says  a  learned  writer,*  "  until  the  number  of  personal 
followers  of  Jesus  increased  by  thousands,  and  theneedof  some  organixaHon 
hegan  to  he  fdiy  that  any  thing  like  the  institution  of  a  disdnct  and  perma- 
nent religious  society  appears  to  have  been  definitely  contemplated.  And 
then  nothing  more  was  done,  than  was  necessary  to  that  present  exigency. 
Thus  the  whole  institution  of  the  Church  at  Jerusalem  grew  up  by 
degrees,  as  one  step  after  another  wax  coiled  far  by  a  succession  xf^r* 
cumstances  altogether  pecuiiar.^  A  religious  periodical  of  high  auth(mty 
in  matters  of  ecclesiastical  history,  f  t^tified,  some  years  since,  as  fol- 
lows :  **  Men  have  clung  as  with  a  dying  grasp  to  a  few  shreds  of  an- 
cient tradition,  and  deemed  it  sacrilege  to  meddle  with  these  consecrated 
relics.  They  have  attached  a  peculiar  sacredness  to  their  own  constita- 
tions,  councils,  ordinances,  creeds  and  decisions,  as  if  they  rested  on 
Divine  right  and  apostolic  authority. . .  .The  beautaftil  theories  of  Churdi 
government,  devised  with  so  much  care  and  put  together  with  so  much 
skill  and  art,  have,  we  are  sure,  no  manner  of  resemblance  to  the 

*  Leonird  Baeoii,  hi  hit  '^Iftmual  ftr  Touag  Ghureh  HembeM.* 
f  The  Ohrittimn  Bpectatar,  Sept,  1888. 
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Clinrclies  mentioned  in  the  Acts  and  Epistles.  The  primitiye  Chris- 
tians, eould  they  come  among  us,  would  be  not  a  little  surprised  to  hear 
their  assemblies,  gathered  by  stealth  for  worship,  with  or  without  par- 
ticular standing  officers,  referred  to  as  the  models  after  which  the  super- 
structure of  denominational  Churches  is  supposed  to  be  feshioned. 
They  were  simple-hearted  men  and  women,  exposed  to  continual  perse- 
cution, and  bound  together  in  Christian  love ;  forming  and  modifying 
their  regulations  exactly  as  wu  needed  ;  never  once  dreaming  that  they 
or  their  successors  were  bound  to  a  single  system  by  some  great  code, 
]»t)yided  by  Divine  authority  •  • .  .The  reason  of  associating  together 
was,  to  further  this  great  end,  mutually  to  enliven  the  feelings  of  devo- 
tion, strengthen  the  principles  of  piety,  and  aid  in,  and  urge  to,  the  dis* 
charge  of  duty. .  •  .Some  things  were  practised  in  some  Churches  and 
not  in  others.  Some  officers  existed  in  one  and  not  in  another ;  some 
met  in  one  place  and  not  in  another ;  and  all  had  a  right  to  do  what- 
ever might  he  ccmdudve  to  the  general  good!* 

We  have  dwelt  at  some  length  on  this  point,  because  we  deem  it  of 
fundamental  importance.  This  claim  of  organic  communion  with  God 
lies  at  the  root  of  many  evils  in  the  Churches  around  us,  and  hence  we 
desire  to  make  our  denial  of  its  validity  as  emphatic  as  possible.  We 
would  impress  upon  the  minds  of  all  whom  our  voice  may  reach,  the 
truth,  that  there  is  no  mysterious  alchemy  whereby  a  company  of  men, 
mean  and  selfish  as  individuals,  are  transmuted  into  alioly  body ;  no  Divine 
afflatus  vouchsafed  to  them  in  the  mass,  superseding  the  necessity  of 
personal  conformity  to. the  will  of  God.  Such  a  claim  is  the  acme  of 
superstition  and  imposture.  It  is  amazing  that  it  should  for  so  long  a 
period  have  decdved  and  befooled  the  nations  1  When  will  the  people 
learn  that  there  is  nothing  Divine,  nothing  too  sacred  for  investigation, 
in  the  artificial  acrangementB  and  prescribed  formalities  of  sects  ?  Alas ! 
what  multitudes  join  the  popular  Churches,  submitting  to  their  rites  and 
paying  the  expenses  of  their  administration,  deluding  themselves  noean- 
while  with  the  idea  that  they  are  thus  ensuring  their  eternal  salvation^ 
even  though  their  daily  lives  are.  defiled  by  sordid  and  debasing  acts, 
and  they  scarcely  lift  &  finger  or  breathe  one  honest  aspiration  for  their 
own  or  the  world^s  moral  improvement  I 

Our  inquiries  into  the  nature  and  uses  of  Iteligious  Organization 
have  also  brought  us  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  Churches  around  us  have 
made  &  vital  mistake  in  demanding  uniformity  of  belief  in  respect  to 
scholastic  theology,  ordinances,  rites  and  forms,  as  a  condition  of  reH- 
gious  fellowship  and  the  basis  of  associated  effort    It  would  hardly  be 
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ponible  to  exaggerate  the  evils  leBuIting  from  this  mistake.  It  lias  led 
the  Church  into  dissensions,  hypocrisy  and  all  uncharitableness,  and  in- 
stead of  promoting  a  manly,  vigorous  and  healthful  piety,  which  ever 
manifests  itself  in  works  of  practical  benevolence  and  would  make  her  m 
burning  and  a  shining  light  in  the  presence  of  surrounding  darkness,  it 
narrows  the  scope  of  her  vision,  dwarfs  the  intellect,  smothers  the  heart, 
and  makes  her  the  purveyor  of  traditions  and  shams,  a  covert  for  mean- 
ess  and  treachery,  and  a  hiding-place  for  the  perpetrators  and  apologists 
of  popular  wickedness.  It  reverses  the  arrangements  proposed  by  Jesus 
and  his  early  followers,  putting  that  first  wkidi  should  be  last,  the  inci- 
dental in  place  of  the  primary,  the  temporary  in  place  of  the  eternal. 
Jesus  enjoins  it  upon  his  hearers  to  ^  eeok  first  the  kingdom  of  God  and 
His  righteousness;^  but  the  popular  Church  practically  tells  us,  on  pain 
<A  eternal  perdition,  to  seek  first  of  aU  the  thedogy  of  that  kingdom,  as- 
suring us,  with  impious  tongue,  that  if  we  only  master  that,  get  its  dif- 
ferent parts  properly  arranged  and  labelled,  and  learn  to  believe  them, 
however  inconsistent  with  each  other,  and  contraiy  to  our  reason  and 
common  sense,  the  righteousness  may  safely  enough  be  left  to  take  care 
of  itself  I  Instead  of  requiring  as  the  evidence  of  our  piety  the  "  fruits  " 
demanded  in  the  Gospel  of  Jesus,  it  sneers  at  ^good  works'*  as  ^  car- 
nal ^  and  inefficacious,  bids  us  mind  our  catechisms,  disciplines  and  coa- 
fessions  o^  £Euth ;  to  come  regularly  to  its  assemblies,  and  worship  accord- 
ing to  its  prescribed  forms !  It  is  no  wonder  that  politicians,  bent  upon 
schemes  of  selfish  aggrandizement,  mock  at  the  Higher  Law,  and  declare 
their  own  oppressive  statutes  a  finality,  when  the  Church  is  found  thus 
corrupt  and  apostate.  No  marvel  that  insatiate  Wealth  tramples  upon 
lowly  Poverty;  that  War^s  "red  thunders"  reverberate  round  the  world  • 
that  Drunkenness  counts  itd  victims  by  tens  of  thousands ;  that  Land 
Monopoly  grinds  humanity  in  the  dust;  that  Lust  is  doing  his  work  of 
defilement  and  shame  with  impunity ;  that  immortal  beings  are  driven 
to  their  daily  toil  under  the  lash,  and  even  sold  in  the  shambles,  when 
the  Church  proffers  absolution  for  such  crimes  upon  terms  so  easy  of 
fulfilment 

The  natural  counterpart  of  this'&Ise  and  superstitious  devotion  to 
creeds  and  forms  is  an  mmatural  sourness  and  melancholy — a  Pharisai- 
cal spirit,  which  frowns  upon  amusements  as  an  offence  to  God,  and 
which  would  cover  the  fiu»  of  society  with  a  sanctimonious  gloom  as 
repugnant  to  Religion  as  to  unperverted  human  nature.  The  victims 
of  this  spirit  conversed  about  religion,  not  in  manly  and  natural  tones, 
indicative  of  sincerity  and  earnestness,  but  in  a  whining,  canting  man- 
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IMT,  as  if  it  were  a  biirdeD  hard  to  be  bonie,  but  which  they  reluctandj 
(xxisent  to  cany  daring  their  mortal  life,  as  the  only  means  of  eternal 
saltation !  We  are  pivsaaded  that  the  exhibitions  of  this  spirit  on  the 
part  cif  the  Church  have  produced  incalculable  mischief;  by  exciting  the 
prejiMMces  of  the  young  against  all  Religion  as  necessarily  of  an  ascetic 
diaracter,  tOkd  by  placing  amusements  beyond  the  pale  of  Christian  in- 
fluei»3e,  thus  makhig  them  liable  to  excesses  which  might  otherwise  be 
sfc^ded.  The  CSiristian,  of  all  other  persons,  ^ould  hot  be  of  a  sad  coun- 
fenanee,  but  erercheerftd  and  hopeftd  in  his  demeanor,  making  the  very 
atmo^here  he  breathes  a  witness  of  the  serene  joy  that  dwells  in  ha 
heart.  No  false  idea  <^  sanctity,  no  superstitious  or  fanatical  "  wony  ^ 
about  his  soul,  should  he  ever  suffer  to  make  his  presence  distasteful  and 
unwelcome  to  the  young. 

We  cannot  imdertake  to  particularize  all  the  errors  of  principle  and 
practice  in  the  popular  Churches,  which  our  investigations  have  revealed 
to  ta;  but  Ihere  is  one  more  which  we  must  not  pass  in  silence.  We 
allude  to  that  vidous  and  despotic  feature  in  the  organization  of  most 
of  them,  which,  beginning  in  the  subordination  of  the  individual  to  the 
local  Church,  or  to  Elders,  Overseers,  or  other  officers  thereof,  ends  in 
the  Biib|ection  of  local  bodies  to  some  larger  assembly  or  central  power. 
Tliere  are,  indeed,  some  Churches  which  have  attempted  to  abolish  this 
^stem,  but  they  are  still  too  much  bound  by  usage  to  practices  incon- 
nstent  with  their  theories.  Experience,  as  well  as  observation,  has 
taught  us  that  local  organizations  should  in  the  first  place  be  formed 
upon  imnciples  which  will  offer  the  best  possible  safeguard  to  the  equal 
r^ta  of  the  individual  members,  and  discourage  tyranny,  whether  of 
the  many  or  the  few ;  and,  in  the  next  place,  that  they  should  never 
allow  any  other  body,  however  numerous  or  imposing,  to  exercise 
flofhority  over  them.  The  formlB  of  Church  organization,  instead  of  being 
such  ias  are  suggested  by  the  ideas  of  individual  freedom  and  responsi- 
bifity  which  pervade  the  teachings  of  Jesus,  would  seem  to  have  been 
borrowed  from  anti'Ohristxan  and  despotic  systems  of  civil  government, 
whereof  fi»ce  is  the  vital  and  controlling  element  Under  such  forms, 
rdi^pous  tyranny,  idways  difficult  of  repression,  is  sure  to  spring  up  into 
a  vigorous  li^.  It  would  be  easy  to  illustrate  this  tmth  by  a  reference 
to  the  hnstoiy  of  any  of  those  Churches  in  which  the  affiliated  and  sub- 
oidinating  system  of  government  prevaBs,  but  the  experience  of  many 
tH  o«d*  number  natufaSIy  leads  us  to  point  to  the  Society  of  Friends  as  a 
Waimng  against  this  lamentable  ^vil.  The  setting  apart  of  ministers  as 
•  ditiilet  Older  of  persons,  and  for  life ;  the  appointment  of  Elders  to  sit 
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in  judgment  upon  tihe  servioeB  of  the  Miniatiy,  and  to  determine  oflScially 
what  is  and  what  is  not  inspiration ;  the  8ubjecti<Hi  of  indiiddoal  liberty 
to  official  dictation ;  the  subordination  of  PreparatiYe  to  Monthly,  of 
Monthly  to  Quarterly,  of  Quarterly  to  Yearly  Meetings;  all  this  affords 
a  covert  for  de^tic  authority.  It  is  an  anrangonent  whereby  the  few 
are  enabled  to  control  the  many,  and  to  cany  into  suooessful  c^peration 
their  plans  for  keeping  the  Church  popular  with  the  world,  while  she  is 
trampling  upon  her  own  most  vital  principles,  and  obstinately  refuting 
to  do  the  work  for  which  she  was  originally  established.  It  aggravates, 
moreover,  all  the  other  evils  which  have  crept  into  the  body,  and  renders 
the  work  of  reform  extremely  difficult,  if  not  impossible. 

But  while  we  thus  earnestly  deny  the  claims  of  Beligious  Associar 
tions  to  Divine  authority,  and  maintain  that  they  form  no  exoepti<m  to 
the  rule,  that "  institutions  are  made  for  man,  not  man  for  institutions," 
and  while  we  would  fearlessly  expose  all  that  is  wrong  in  existing 
Churches,  we  do  not  therefore  repudiate  such  associations  as  necessarily 
evil.  Founded  upon  right  principles,  adjusted  to  the  wants  of  our  social 
nature,  within  their  legitimate  sj^ere  as  the  servants  and  helpers,  not 
the  masters  of  the  soul,  as  a  means  and  not  an  end,  we  esteem  them  ci 
great  importance.  It  is  only  when  they  interpose  b^ween  our  oon- 
sciences  and  God,  assuming  to  tell  us  authoritatively  how  much  and 
what  we  must  believe,  and  virtually  trampling  under  foot  the  right  of 
private  judgment,  that  our  manhood  prompts  us  to  reject  them.  The 
mistakes  which  men  have  made  in  their  efforts  to  realixe  the  benefits  of 
Beligious  Association,  however  strange  and  even  preposterous  they  may 
appear  to  us  at  this  advanced  period  of  the  world's  history,  were  only 
the  incidents  of  Humanity  imperfectly  informed  and  developed.  They 
should  not  therefore  discourage  us,  still  lees  lead  us  into  other  errors  at 
the  opposite  extreme.  Men  have  also  made  great  mistakes  in  sdenoe, 
and  in  things  pertaining  to  physical  life — ^in  astronomy,  chemistry,  and 
the  mechanic  arts,  and  even  in  agriculture;  and  it  would  be  no  more 
abs'ord  to  urge  these  mistakes  as  a  reason  for  abandoning  all  associated 
effort  in  such  matters,  than  it  would  be  to  allege  the  similar  blunders 
into  which  men  have  Men  in  regard  to  Religion,  and  the  abuses  grow- 
mg  out  of  them,  as  a  reason  why  we  should  resist  the  strong  impiUse  of 
our  nature  which  prompts  us  to  combine  our  efforts  for  the  promotion  of 
piety  and  good  morals.  Past  errors  and  present  imperfections,  instead 
of  affording  an  argument  against  organization,  are  only  illustrations  of 
its  necessity,  as  a  means  whereby  the  strong  may  help  the  weak,  th^ 
highly  cultivated  soul  minister  to  tlie  edification  of  tiioee  less  enlightened» 
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and  social  inflnenoe  become  the  aid  and  flttpport  of  imtividoal  virtne* 
Beavers  do  not  more  naturally  combine  to  btiM  their  habitations,  than 
men  and  women,  inspired  by  a  common  love  of  God  and  Hmnanity, 
and  a  common  thirst  for  religious  excellence,  mingle  and  combine  their 
mdiridual  efforts  for  the  promotion  of  pure  and  undefiled  religion  among 
^emselres  and  throughout  the  world. 

In  Arming  The  Pennsylvania  Yearly  MeeHng  of  Progremve 
Friend$y  we  have  followed  the  instincts  of  our  moral  and  social  nature, 
and  acted  upon  the  settled  conviction,  that  such  an  organization  was 
neeeasary  to  our  highest  efficiency  in  the  wotk  which  our  Heavenly 
father  has  given  us  to  do.  We  seek  not  to  diminish,  but  to  intensify, 
in  ourselves  the  sense  of  individual  responsibility — ^not  to  escape  from 
duty,  but  to  aid  one  another  in  its  performance — to  HI);  up  before  all  who 
may  be  influenced  by  our  words  or  actions  a  high  standard  of  moral 
and  religious  ezcellenc&— to  ccnnmit  ourselves  befc^e  the  worid  as  the 
friends  of  righteousneeB  and  truth,  and  as  under  the  highest  obligations 
to  labor  forthe  redemption  of  mankind  from  every  form  of  ^ror  and  sin. 

It  has  been  our  honest  endeavor  to  avoki,  if  possible,  the  mistakes 
into  which  previous  organizations  have  so  generally  fallen,  and  especial- 
ly those  radical  errors  which  are  pointed  out  in  this  address.  To  this 
end  we  have  made  our  association  as  simple  as  possible,  having  done 
Utile  more  than  to  provide  for  an  annual  assembly.  We  claim  for  this 
organization  no  other  powers  than  such  as  we  ourselves  have  conferred 
upon  it  in  consistency  with  our  own  and  others'  individual  freedom. 
We  make^  no  draft  upon  the  veneration  of  our  foUow-men  for  any  ar- 
rangement that  we  have  adopted,  or  may  adopt  hereafter.  Veneration 
is  due  only  to  God,  and  to  those  eternal  principles  of  Rectitude, 
Justice  and  Love,  of  which  He  is  the  embodiment 

We  have  set  iotth  no  forms  nor  ceremonies ;  nor  have  we  sought  to 
impose  upon  ourselves  or  others  a  system  of  doctrinal  belief!  Such 
matten  we  have  left  where  Jesus  left  them,  with  the  conscience  and 
common  sense  of  the  individual.  It  has  been  our  cherished  purpose  to 
restore  the  union  between  Religion  and  Life,  and  to  place  works  of 
goodness  and  mercy  &r  above  theological  speculations  and  scholastic  sub* 
tleties  of  doctrine.  Oeed-making  is  not  among  the  objects  of  our  asso- 
dation.  Ghristianity,  as  it  presents  itaelf  to  our  minds,  is  too  deep,  too 
bioad,  and  too  high,  to  be  brought  within  the  cold  propositi<ms  of  the 
theologian*  We  should  as  soon  think  <^  bottiing  up  the  sunshine  for 
the  use  of  posterity,  as  of  attempting  to  adjust  the  free  and  universal 
princij^  taught  and  exemplified  by  Jesus  of  Nazareth  to  the  angles  of 
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m  man-made  creed.  Chorchea  which  undertake  thia  im|aoua  and  imr 
practicable  work  doom  themaelYea  thereby  to  barrenneM  and  death«  In- 
stead of  being  wanned  and  animated  by  thfit  liiing  faith  which  **  woda 
by  love  "  and  oyercomes  the  wcffldi  they  Uqiee  into  bigotiy  and  intdei^ 
ance,  and  their  formulariee,  having  no  life  in  thonselvea,  become  at 
length  mere  petrifactions,  fossil  remains  <tf  ideas^  which^  however  s$(^ 
nificant  once,  have  no  longer  any  adaptation  to  Ihe  condition  of  the  race. 
It  is  sad  to  b€lK>ld  a  Church,  with  GhrisVs  name  upon  its  bi^w,  turning 
away  from  the  wells  of  immortal  tnkb,  and  dinging  with  superatitioQa 
pertinacity  and  veneration  to  the^ell  of  aaanciM&tcveed»or  the  letterof 
an  ancient  Discipline,  from  which  the  original  soul  lo^g^^  ^^^^  ^ 
flight;  swift  to  frown  upon  the  slightest  departure  from  its  forma  aivl 
theories,  but  slow  to  utter  a  teotimony  againat  a  popular  sin ;  ever  veat 
ous  in  tithing  ^mint,  anise  and  cummin,''  but  heavy  of  step  and  alow  of 
speedi  when  the  great  inteMsta  of  Huoumity  are  at  stake. 

Our  terms  of  membership  are  at  once  simple,  practical  and  catholig 
If  we  may  be  said  to  have  a  test,  it  is  one  whicJi  iq^es  to  the  heart 
and  the  l^e,  not  to  the  head  nor  to  any  of  its  speoulatioiiB.  Our  platform 
is  broad  as  Humanly,  and  comprehensive  as  Truth.  We  interrogate 
no  man  as  to  his  theological  belief;  we  send  no  CommitteeB  to  pry  into 
the  motives  of  those  who  may  desire  to  share  the  benefits  of  our  Aaaoci- 
ation ;  but  open  the  door  to  all  who  recognixe  the  Equal  Brotherhood  of 
the  Human  Family,  without  r^^aid  to  sex,  oobr  of  condition,  and  who 
acknowledge  the  duty  of  dining  and  illustrating  thor  faith  in  God, 
not  by  assent  to  a  creed,  but  by  lives  of  personal  purity,  and  woika  of 
beneficence  and  charity  to  mankind.  If,  by  any  possibility,  there  should 
be  found  here  and  there  a  sincere  inquirer  after  tmth,  who  may  not  feel 
himself  included  in  this  invitation  to  membership^  we  shall  still  bid  hiu 
welcome  to  our  assemblies,  and  hsten  with  patience  to  whatever  his 
highest  convictions  may  prompt  him  to  offer.  We  do  not  seek  to  Imid 
our  Association  together  by  external  bands,  nor  by  agreement  in  the- 
ological opinions.  Identity  of  object,  oneness  of  spirit  m  respect  to 
the  practical  duties  of  life,  the  communion  of  soul  with  soul  in  a 
common  love  of  the  beautiful  and  true,  and  a  common  aspiratioii  after 
moral  excellence,-^-^ese  are  our  bond  of  union ;  and  when  these  shall 
die  out  in  our  hearts,  nothing  will  remain  to  hold  ua  together;  and 
those  who  shall  come  afitt  us  will  not  be  subjected  to  the  trouble  of 
tearing  down  a  great  ecdesiastioal  edifice,  constrvoted  by.  our  hands, 
before  they  can  make  proviaion  for  the  supply  of  their  'Owa*  mU> 
gious  wants. 
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Tlie  name  of  <mr  AttodstioD  is  raggestive  of  its  histoiy  and  prmoi' 
pies.  As  a  iign  of  onr  adherence  to  the  great  moral  teetunonies  which 
the  Society  of  Friends  has  so  long  professed,  as  well  as  for  historical 
reasons,  we  have  adopted  in  part  the  name  chosen  by  Fox,  Penn,  and 
other  reformers  of  a  past  generation,  for  the  Societies  which  they 
founded,  and  which,  we  r^ret  to  say,  have  in  omr  day  widely  departed 
from  die  spirit  and  principles  of  those  illustrious  men.  The  term  ^Pro- 
gremve^  is  intended  as  a  recognition  of  the  fact,  that  our  knowledge  of 
tnidi  IS  limited^  and  as  an  indication  of  an  honest  purpose  on  our  part 
to  ''go  on  unto  perfection,''  and  to  avail  ounelves'  from  time  to  time  of 
whatever  new  light  may  be  shed  upon  our  path.  Our  meetings  are  at 
present  conducted  very  much  like  those  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  ex- 
cept that  they  are  not  rlded  by  Elders,  and  that  we  have  among  us  no 
privileged  class  called  Ministers.  We  wdoome  aHke  the  word  of  ezhor- 
tation,  the  voice  of  prayer,  and  the  song  of  praise  and  thanksgiving, 
whichever  may  well  up  frokH  the  ^ inner  fulness''  of  the  devoted  heart ; 
and  if  at  any  time  words  shall  be  uttered  that  appear  to  us  to  savor  not 
of  life  but  of  contention  and  speculation,  while  we  may  feel  called  upon 
to  Bpei^  our  own  sentiments  with  freedom,  we  hope  not  to  be  found 
daiying  the  liberty  of  speech  to  others.  Some  may  fear  that  liberty 
so  unrestricted  may  lead  to  disorder  and  confusion,  but  we  are  per 
soaded  that  gentleness  and  forbearance  are  more  potent  than  offidal 
^ctstion,  and  that  the  instinctive  sense  of  right  and  wrong,  in  the  breast 
of  even  a  misguided  and  obtrusive  man,  will  affcHrd  the  best  safeguard 
of  propriety  and  ordcsr  in  our  assemblies. 

As  a  Yearly  Meeting,  we  disclaim  ail  diseiplinaty  authority,  whether 
orer  individual  membws  or  local  Associations.  We  shall,  from  time  to 
tiMe,  declare  our  soitbneDts  on  such  subjects  as  may  demand  our  atten- 
tion ;  but  they  will  be  aarmed  with  no  other  force  than  that  which  our 
moral  influence  may  impart,' or  which  may  belong  to  Hm  nature  of  truth 
whm  earnestly  and  honestly  spoken.  It  will  be  our  aim  to  cherish 
freedom  of  thought  and  speech,  on  every  subject  relating  to  man's 
h^faest  vrdfere.  In  saylngthis,  we  haVeno  mental  reservations  to  mock 
the  earnest  sedcer  after  truth.  We  have  no  thunderbolts  to  launch 
at  those  whose  perceptlotiB  of  truth  lead  them  to  different  condurions 
from  those  of  the  majority;  no  edicts  of  excommimioati<m  to  scare  the 
soul  from  its  researches;  no  sanctimonious  scowl  to  dart  at  him  who 
carries  the  torch  office  inquiry  into  the  very  holy  of  holies.  We  know 
of  no  question  too  saored  for  examination,  nor  in  Teq)ect  to  which  hu- 
man reason  shoukl  yield  to  human  autliori^,  however  ancient  or  ven- 
arable^ 
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Our  organiiadon  is  fonned  upon  such  principles,  that  while  the  bodj 
will  not  be  responsible  for  the  acts  of  individuals,  so,  on  the  other  hand^ 
individuals  and  minorities  may  avoid  responsibility  for  any  acts  of  the 
body  which  they  do  not  approve,  by  recording  their  votes  against  suck 
acts,  or,  if  they  think  the  case  demands  it,  by  a  protest  It  will,  more- 
over, be  the  right  of  any  individual  to  withdraw  from  the  Association  at 
any  moment,  without  being  required  to  give  reasons  for  so  doing,  and 
without  being  subjected  to  censure  on  the  part  of  the  meeting. 

Believing  that  local  Associations,  similar  in  their  principles  and 
aims  to  ours,  would  meet  the  wants  of  multitudes  at  the  present  day, 
and  that  they  would  be  likely  to  accomplish  great  good,  we  hope  to  see 
such  established  in  every  communis  where  a  sufficient  number  <^  per- 
sons are  found  ready  for  the  work.  The  men  and  women  who  are  eat- 
gaged  in  the  various  moral  refcmns  of  the  day,  and  who  have  become 
weary  of  the  prevalent  sectarianism,  might,  we  believe,  gain  strength 
for  their  special  labors  by  establishing  r^^ular  meetings  on  the  First  day 
of  the  week,  f<xt  mutual  edification  and  improvement,  for  an  interchange 
of  the  sympathies  growing  out  of  common  pursuits  and  trials,  and  icxt 
the  cultivation  of  their  moral  and  religious  powers.  The  principle  of 
human  fraternity  would  be  thereby  strengthened  among  them,  andthdr 
children  be  preserved  from  many  unhealthful  influences,  and  prepared 
to  meet  the  frdl  responsibilities  of  life  in  a  spirit  becoming  to  the  age  in 
which  their  lot  has  been  cast  Surely,  these  are  objects  worthy  of  our 
earnest  thought  and  most  careful  attention.  Our  province  is  not  that 
of  iconoclasts  alone.  We  must  build  as  well  as  destroy.  If  there  are 
evil  institutions  to  be  overthrown  and  pernicious  customs  to  be  uproot- 
ed, so  also  is  there  need  of  a  new  social  fabric,  of  which  righteousness 
and  peace  are  to  be  the  foundations.  If  there  are  vices  to  be  done  away, 
so  also  are  there  virtues  tobepnunoted ;  if  there  are  corrupt  trees  to  be 
hewn  down  and  cast  into  the  fire,  so  also  are  there  plants  of  godliness  to 
be  trained,  and  flowers  of  heavenly  beauty  and  fragrance  to  be  nurtured. 
And  in  this  work  we  must  help  each  other,  not  occasionally  and  inci- 
dentally alone,  but  r^;ularly  and  systematically.  The  arrangements 
for  meetmgs  should  in  every  case  be  adapted  to  the  peculiar  wants  and 
tastes  of  the  communities  in  which  they  are  respectively  held,  care  being 
taken  to  keep  forms  subordinate  to  works  of  practical  goodness  and  be- 
neficence. It  is  neither  necessaiy  nor  desirable  that  one  meeting 
should  be  an  exact  copy  of  another.  Adhering  closely  to  fhndamentid 
principles,  there  will  still  be  scope  for  a  variety  of  modes  and  forms. 

The  local  AsaooiationB  should  do  more  than  hold  weekly  meetings. 
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lliejr  should  regard  H  a  sacred  duty  to  provide  fbr  the  visitadon  and 
help  of  the  poor  in  their  respectire  ndghborhoods,  to  lend  their  sym- 
pathy and  enoonragement  to  such  as  are  borne  down  onder  heavy  trials, 
and  to  afford  prompt  and  efficient  aid  in  every  right  effort  for  Ihe  pro- 
motion of  Temperance,  Peace,  Anti-Slavery,  Education,  the  Equal  Rights 
of  Woman,  Ac ;  that  thus  the  public  may  be  convinced  that  the  Religion 
they  seek  to  diffuse  and  establish  is  not  an  aggregation  of  mysteries, 
abstractions,  and  unmeaning  forms,  but  a  Reli^on  for  practical,  every- 
day use,  whose  natural  tendency  is  to  fructify  the  conscience,  intensify 
the  sense  of  moral  responsibility,  purify  and  ennoble  the  aims  of  men, 
and  thus  to  make  society  wiser,  better,  and  happier.  Such  Associations, 
moreover,  ought  to  r^ard  it  as  their  special  function  to  cultivate  and 
develope  the  religious  sentiment  among  their  members,  and,  so  &r 
as  possible,  in  the  community  generally.  For  this  purpose  they  would 
do  well  to  establish  libraries,  in  which  the  works  of  eminent  anti-sec- 
tarian writers  upon  moral,  ethical,  and  religious  subjects  might  become 
accessible  to  all  classes,  especially  to  the  young. 

Such  Associations  would  naturally  communicate,  by  letter  or  other- 
wise, with  the  Yearly  Meeting,  each  giving  that  body  the  results 
of  its  own  peculiar  experience,  and  receiving  in  return  the  experiences 
of  others,  with  such  suggestions  as  the  Yearly  Meeting,  upon  a  care- 
fbl  comparison  of  the  whde,  may  be  qualified  to  make.  The  various 
Yeariy  Meetings  may  also  strengthen  one  another's  hands  by  fraternal 
correspondence  and  counsel ;  and  thus,  without  ecdesiastical  authority 
or  domination  on  the  part  of  any,  the  whole  body  of  believers  in  prac- 
tical Christianity  throughout  the  country  may  be  cemented  together  in 
Christian  love,  and  prepared  to  labor  in  harmony  for  the  redemption  of 
mankind  from  every  evil  and  false  way,  and  for  the  establishment  of 
universal  righteousness,  purity,  and  peace.  A  Church  thus  united 
would  vrield  a  moral  power  like  that  of  the  Aposties  and  immediate 
followers  of  Jesus,  and  the  means  by  which  it  would  conquer  the  world 
are  those  which  an  Apostie  has  described :  ^Bt  pubskxss,  bt  know 

UEDOE,  BT  LOKChSUVFSRINO,  BT  THE  HOLT  SpIRIT,  BT  LOVE  UKrEIONED, 
BT  THE  ARMOR  OF  RIGHTEOUSNESS  ON  THE  BIGHT  HAND  AND  ON 
THE  IBFT.** 

Dear  Friends !  are  these  ideas  of  a  Church  Utopian !  Are  we 
dreamers  and  enthusiasts?  or  is  the  day  foretold  by  ancient  prophets 
and  bards  beginning  to  dawn  upon  our  darkness  and  to  light  the  dull 
horizon  with  its  reviving  rays  ?  Are  we  always  to  walk  amid  shadows 
and  shams  t    Do  we  not  hear  the  voice  of  God  speaking  to  us  in  the  deep 
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sileiice  of  our  aoula,  and  uttering  itself  in  die  erents  tkat  are  passing  be* 
fore  OB,  biddu^ns  awake  fix>m  our  slumbers,  to  cast  away  our  doubts, 
and  purify  ourselves  for  the  work  oi  building  up  a  pure  Christianity 
upon  theearthf  Are  not  the  fields  every  where  whiteuntothe  harvest! 
and  are  there  not  all  around  us  men  and  women,  whose  hearts  God 
hath  touched  with  holy  fire,  and  who  stand  ready  to  enlist  with  us  in 
this  glorious  cause  f  Let  us,  then,  not  falter,  nor  hesitate.  What  if 
our  numbers  are  few,  and  the  hosts  of  superstiticm  and  sin  stand  befine 
us  in  menacing  array  f  What  are  their  boasts  to  us,  when  we  know 
that  the  truth  we  promulgate  is  ^a  part  of  the  celestial  machinery  c^ 
God,"  and  that,  ^  whoso  puts  that  machinery  in  gear  fi>r  mankind 
hath  the  Almighty  to  turn  his  wheel  f " 

"0,  brother  man  I  fold  to  thy  heart  thy  brother; 
Where  pity  dwells,  the  peace  of  God  is  there ; 
To  worship  rightly,  is  to  love  each  other, 
Each  smile  a  hymn,  each  kindly  deed  a  prayer. 

**  Follow  with  reverent  steps  the  great  example 

Of  Him  whose  holy  work  was  '  doing  good  ^' 
So  shall  the  wide  earth  seem  our  Father's  temple^ 

Each  loving  life  a  psalm  of  gratitude. 

'Then  shall  all  shackles  fall ;  the  stormy  olangor 

Of  wild  war  mnsic  o'er  the  ekrth  shall  cease ; 
Love  shall  tread  out  the  baleful  fire  of  anger, 

And  in  its  ashes  plant  the  tree  of  peace." 

Signed  on  behalf  and  by  direction  of  the  Pennsylvania  Yearly 
Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends,  held  at  Old  Eennett,  Chester  County,  1^ 
adjournments,  from  the  22d  to  the  25th  of  Fifth  Month,  1853. 

Joseph  A.  DuoDALE,)(3j^^ 

SiDNBT  PeIBOB,  J  v»*^w*a. 


OnrMend,  JosvK  A.  DvoDALBi  being  present  wtUi  as,tlM  tmthAdsnd  Imniaoas  Ezpo- 
slUon  of  Sentiments  pat  forth  bj  the  PennqrlvanU  Yesrlj  Meeting  of  ProgreiBlye  Frlendi» 
reoentlf  held  st  "^Old  Kennett,**  Chester  Oonnty,  wss  presented  end  read.  The  magnltade 
and  Unportanoe  of  the  principles  embnoed,  and  their  appoeltenefls  to  the  present  wants  of 
sodetj,  were  deeplj  felt;  end  this  meeting  eamestlj  woommends  to  its  memben  thetr  oo^ifH 
eration  in  the  elroolation  of  the  document 

Signed  ly  dlrectioa  of  the  YeSriy  Meettog  cf  OongregKlisiil  Fitoadii  hrid  la  W aterioe^ 
Senees  Coonty,  N.  Y^fromttie  Gtii  to  the  7th  of  the  Sixth  month,  IndoalTe,  1868. 

THOMAS  IfGLDTTOOK,  1 
BHODA  Di  eAJ^O^       ) 


Gteka 
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OF  THE  DELIGHTS  OF  PIETY. 


DeUtered  at  the  Ownmg  Semon  ^  the  Yearly  Meetinff  (if  Fre^remke 
Friends^  held  at  Longtiood  (near  Kervnett  Square).  Cheeter  County^  Fa^ 
en  Firet  Day  morMing^  20tA  (^f  Fifth  numth^  1855. 

BT  THBODQRS  PABKER. 

Ut  Friends  :— This  inorning  I  ask  your  attention  to  SomkThouobts 

OV  THE   DSUOHTS   OF   PZBTT. 

Wb  are  all  oonnecsted  with  the  Worid  of  Matter,  wifli  the  Worfd  of 
Man,  and  with  the  W<^ld  of  God.  In  each  of  these  spheres  we  have 
dtities  to  do,  rights  to  enjoy,  which  are  consequent  on  the  duties  done. 
Oar  existence  first,  and  next  our  wdfiire,  depends  on  domg  the  duties 
and  enjoying  the  nghta  Thereof  we  may  do  much,  and  enjoy  much, 
or  do  KtUe^  and  esqijiy  no  morew  The  Quantity  of  our  threefold  happi^ 
nesB  will  depend  on  the  amount  ci  duties  done,  and  of  the  rights  en- 
j^ed ;  but  the  Quality  of  the  happiness  is  also  largely  within  our  con- 
trol; and  we  may  derive  our  habitual  delight  fit>m  any  one  of  these 
three  sources — the  material,  the  human,  and  the  Divine;  or  we  may 
<fraw  from  idl  of  these.  We  may  content  ourselves  mik  the  lowest 
quality  of  human  delights,  or  we  may  reach  up  send  get  the  highest  and 
dearest  quality  thereof 

Religion,  in  its  wide  senise,  includes  a  man^s  relation  to  all  three — 
t<y  the  World  of  Matter,  the  World  of  Man,  and  the  World  of  God ;  it 
regulates  a  man's  duties  and  rights,  and  consequent  enjojrments,  in  all 
these  three  spheres  of  human  consciousness — ^for  Religion,  in  the  laige 
sense  <^  that  word,  is  the  service  of  God  with  every  limb  of  the  body, 
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with  every  fiicuUy  of  the  spirit,  wiUi  every  power  we  posBOss  over  matter 
or  over  man. 

But  there  18  a  purely  subjectiye  aad  internal  part  of  Religion,  which 
18  the  heart  of  the  whole  of  it,  and  whenoe  its  streams  of  life  are  sent 
forth  I  I  mean  Piety.  At  first.  Piety  includes  directly  only  man's  rela- 
tion to  the  World  of  Qod^  and  controls  and  reguUtes  the  duties  thereof^ 
the  rights  therdn,  and  the  enjoyment  therefrom.  But  the  roots  of  all 
other  human  rebitions,  of  all  the  rest  of  religion,  strike  down  into  this, 
and  are  not  only  steadied  and  supported,  but  they  are  nourished  thereby. 
So  all  of  religion,  in  its  concretest  form,  comes  ultimately  out  of  this  in- 
ternal element  which  I  call  piety. 

By  piety,  I  mean  the  normal  action  of  the  strictly  religious  faculty 
— ^the  soul— considered  as  purely  internal  and  subjective.  It  is  our  con- 
sdousnees  of  Gknl,  our  feeling  of  the  world  of  Qod,  and  of  all  which  be- 
longs thereto. 

This  piety  is  a  feeling  which,  at  first,  seems  to  be  simple,  and  not 
capable  of  being  analyzed  and  decomposed  into  other  elements.  But 
when  you  look  at  the  matter  a  moment,  you  see  it  must  be  attended  by 
the  Idea  of  God,  and,  as  a  condition  of  complete  and  perfect  piety,  that 
idea  must  be  the  true  idea— of  God  considered  as  Infinite  Power,  In- 
finite TVisdom,  Infinite  Justice,  Infinite  Holiness  and  Infinite  Love — for 
if  you  think,  as  many  do,  that  God  is  not  perfect,  but  b  an  ugly  devil, 
it  is  plain  that  your  feeling  towards  God,  and  your  internal  experienoe 
of  God,  must  be  exactiy  the  oppoute  of  what  it  will  be  if  you  consider 
Him  as  infinitely  perfect  in  power,  wisdom,  justice,  affection,  and  holi- 
ness. In  the  state  of  complete  and  perfect  piety,  tiie  spirit  of  man  em* 
braces  into  one  unity  of  consciousness  several  elements,  namely :  First,  an 
Idea  of  God,  a  conception  of  Him  as  Infinite ;  next,  the  Feeling  of 
perfect  Love  for  God,  of  perfect  Trust  in  Him,  and  of  TranquiUity  and  Rest 
with  God ;  and,  as  a  third  thing,  the  complete  Will  to  serve  God  by  a 
way  thi^t  corresponds  to  His  nature,  and  to  your  nature  likewise.  Then, 
as  a  consequent  result  of  these  three  things,  there  comes  this — a  supreme 
Delight  and  Rejoicing  in  God ! 

It  seems  to  me  that  these  things  make  up  a  complete  and  perfect 
piety,  normal  and  total.  So  it  includoi  a  great  Thought — ^the  idea  of 
Infinite  God ;  a  great  Feeling — absolute  love  and  trust  in  God;  and  a 
great  Will — the  resolution  to  serve  Him  by  the  means  which  He  has 
provided.  These  things  are  separated  by  reflection,  and  may  be  analyt- 
cally  examined ;  for  purposes  of  philosophy  and  understanding,  it  is  ne- 
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ceasaiy  to  do  this;  but  for  purposes  of  pure  piety  and  relij^on  it  is  not 
necessary ;  but  we  conceive  of  this  as  one  simple  thing  not  decompo- 
sable. Hik  composite  consciousness  we  call  I^ety,  and  define  it  com- 
monly by  its  chief  and  largest  elemait  which  enters  thereinto,  the  Love 
of  God — for  the  feeling  of  God  implies  the  idea  of  Him  as  lovely,  and 
leads  unavoidably  to  the  resolution  to  serve  ESm  by  the  means  that  He 
has  provided. 

Now,  this  Piety  is  distinguished  from  three  abnormal  forms  of  action 
ct  the  religions  fiunilty. 

It  is  distinguished,  firsts  from  Superstition;  that  is,  the  action  of 
man's  religious  fkculty  combined  with  the  false  idea  of  God,  namely  *. 
that  He  is  not  lovely  and  beautiful,  but  fearful  and  ugly.  Acco  idngly 
the  superstitious  man  thinks  that  Gk>d  must  be  feared  first  of  all ;  and 
the  internal  worship  of  God  is  accordingly,  with  that  man,  Kear,  and 
nothing  but  fear.  Then  he  thinks  that  outwardly  God  must  be  served 
l^  some  mode  of  action  that  is  deformed  and  ugly,  and  violates  the 
native  instincts  of  man ;  that  He  must  be  served  by  mutilation,  in  old 
times,  of  the  body,  and,  in  our  times,  of  the  spirit — now  of  tiie  intellect, 
then  of  the  conscience,  then  of  the  afiections,  or  of  the  religious  faculty 
]t8el£  This  is  a  very  common  idea  of  God  and  a  very  common  idea  of 
leligion.  God  is  thought  to  be  ugly,  and  religion  of  course  is  ugly  \ 
Superstition  is  Fear  b^ore  God,  and  when  I  speak  of  piety  and  its  de- 
Mghts,  I  do  notspeak  of  superstition  and  any  delight  connected  with  that 

Then  next,  Piety  is  distinguished  from  Fanaticism.  That  is  the  action 
of  the  religious  fistculty  attended  by  the  idea  that  God  is  not  only  fearful 
and  ugly,  but  that  he  is  malignant  also,  and  hates  certain  men.  Accord- 
ingly, the  notion  follows  that  God  is  to  be  served  by  Cruelty  to  other 
men ;  by  depriving  them  of  rights  which  we  value  ourselves  and  do 
not  wish  to  be  deprived  of.  Fanaticism  is  Hate  before  God,  as 
Superstition  is  Fear  before  him.  Fanaticism  is  a  &r  greater  evil  than 
Superstition,  but  in  our  day  it  is  fair  less  common.  Examples  of  Fanati- 
dsm  you  find  in  the  Spanish  Catholics,  who  built  the  Inquisition,  to 
persecute  aHke  Catholic  and  Protestant,  Mahometan  and  Jew ;  in  the 
Protestants,  who  drove  the  fathers  of  New  England  and  Pennsylvania 
from  England  and  Holland  to  this  the  American  wilderness;  exam- 
ples of  it  do  you  find  in  the  Puritan  fathers  themselves,  who  persecuted 
Quakers  and  Baptists,  and  put  them  to  death.  Nay,  Quakers  them- 
selves, though  nnning  less  than  other  Christians,  have  yet  sometimes 
been  gtdltj  of  this  offence. 
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This  form  of  Piety  is,  thirdly,  AktingaiBhed  from  Mysticism.  Mysti* 
oism  is  the  aotion  of  the  religious  element,  attended  by  the  idea  that 
man  is  nothing,  and  that  Qod  designs  to  cra^  him  down,  not  into 
noQ-resistanoe,  but  into  mere  paMlrity ;  that  the  religious  aotion  is  all 
God  asks  for,  and  that  is  to  be  purely  internal.  So,  aooording  to  tbo 
mystic,  God  is  to  be  served  not  wteh  all  the  fisculties  He  has  given,  but 
only  with  this  religious  &culty,  acting  to  produce  emotions  of  reverenoe, 
trust,  love,  and  the  rest  Myidoism  ia  sloth  before  God,  as  Supeislidon  is 
Fear,  and  Fanaticism  is  Hate  before  God.  It  exists  still  in  some  of  the 
Ohurches,  which  cultivate  only  emotions  of  reverence,  entrust,  of  lore, 
and  the  like,  but  never  let  the  love  of  God  come  out  of  the  heart  is 
the  shape  of  the  love  ct  man. 

In  Superstition  and  Fanaticism  tiiere  is  not  a  great  Idea,  but  a  mean 
and  fiUse  one,  not  a  great  Senttment  of  Love  to  God,  but  a  mean  one  of 
Fear  before  IXm,  and  of  Hat4  towards  men.  But  both  of  these  do  ex- 
eite  a  great  Will,  and  aocordingly  supersl^ouB  men,  and  still  nx>ra 
isnatieal  men,  hare  always  been  distinguisbed  for  an  immensity  of  wilL 
In  Mysticism  there  may  be  a  great  idea  and  a  great  sentiment ;  there 
cannot  be  a  great  wiU.  Complete  and  perfect  Piety  unites  all  three,— 
the  great  Thought--of  the  infinity  of  God;  the  great  Feeling--of  abso- 
lute love  for  Him ;  and  the  great  Will — ^tbe  resolution  to  serve  Him. 

I  have  thought  it  necessary  at  the  outset  to  make  this  distinotioii 
between  true  Piety  and  Superstition,  Fanaticism  and  Mysticism,  for  two 
reasons.  First,  the  religious  Isculties  in  action  are  as  liable  to  mistake 
and  error  as  the  hand  or  the  foot,  or  any  faculty  that  we  possess ;  and 
we  should  therefore  guard  against  mistakes  which  have  already  been 
made,  and  into  which  ourselves  are  liable  to  fall  Then,  secondly^  I 
make  this  distinction  and  dwell  upon  it  because  each  of  these  three 
things  is  often  set  up  as  Piety  itself^  and  a  man  is  told  he  can  have  no 
real  Piety  in  one  Church  without  Superstition ;  in  another,  without  Fanat- 
icism ;  and  in  a  third,  without  Mysticism. 

Now  real  Piety  is  the  safeguard  of  all  other  forms  of  happiness ;  it 
is  the  greatest  of  htiman  joys.  Our  delight  in  the  world  of  God  far 
transcends  all  our  delight  in  the  world  of  matter  or  in  the  world  of 
man.  K I  am  sure  of  God,  sure  of  His  infinite  power,  wisdom,  justice,  love 
and  holiness,  then  I  am  sure  of  every  thing  else.  I  know  ^at  He  has 
planned  all  things  wisely^  and  will  finally  bring  out  all  things  well. 
Then  I  have  a  foundation  on  which  I  can  build  other  things,  and  build 
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sattuielj.  Theo  the  universe — the  world  of  matter  And  the  world  of  man-*- 
looks  permanent ;  I  can  rely  on  it  Bnt  without  tbia  certainty  of  God^ 
I  am  notfiiireof  any  thing;  uncertaiinty  hedges  me  in  on  every  side. 
Now  I  douhty  then  I  fear,  next  I  despair;  for  if  all  things  depend  on 
'dumee,  as  the  atheist  says — ^the  blind  actioQ  of  bimd  fotoes^-^tben  there 
k  aaaecority  that  any  thmg  is  pkuued  wisely  or  will  torn  out  well ; 
find  if  they  depend  on  an  imperfect  Ood,  diange«^le>  willol,  capricious^ 
ttt  the  popular  theology  teaches^  then  there  is  the  same  lack  of  certainty, 
and  I  amnot  sure  that  Ood  planned  wisely  or  proTides  well.  If  they 
depoid  on  an  ugly  and  malignant  God,  as  so  many  per8<His  still  teach, 
acnd  some  believe,-^whyr  there  is  no  h0pd;  there  is  fear — ^yes,  despair  I 
In  my  naturo  there  is  a  great  demand  tor  happiness,  for  iramortalityv 
for  heaiven.  Logically,  according  to  tiie  Hght  of  nature,  that  demand, 
whieh  ooraesofmy  oonatttntion^implieB  the  promise  to  pay;  but  if  I 
am  not  sure  of  God,  then  I  hare  only  the  promise  to  pay  in  my 
satmae,  bnt  there  is  no  Endocser  on  the  note;  there  is  no  Security 
lodged  as  odlatecal  for  payment,  and  I  cannot  trust  the  promisaor. 
TlnSrmai^Hrtune  is  a  very  deep  one^  and  k  k  folt  also  in  all  the  popu- 
lar Ofaurchea  that  are  about  us. 

Thus  my  eonsciousness  of  God  c(dom  all  the  other  &ots  of  consdoufr* 
aeas ;  my.  world  of  matter  and  my  world  of  man  take  th^t  complexion 
from  my  world  of  God«  This  is  not  theory  alone,  it  is  plain  fiiet;  you 
sea  examples  of  it  erery  where.  My  coBsciousness  of  God  comes  into 
eveiy  rehuion  that  I  have  in  life — to  my  business,  to  my  pleasure,  to  my 
affection.  Go  into  rigid  Calvinistic  Churches  ;  look  at  the  &ces  of  men^ 
Ustoi^  to  their  prayers,  read  their  hymns,  see  what  passages  are  selected 
from  the  Bible ;  then  go  with  these  men  to  their  homes,  and  see  how  their 
diildren  ace  brought  op  in  fear,  in  trembling,  and  with  dread  of  God,— 
eounling  religion  as  something  unnatural^ — and  see  how  a  mistake  in 
die  idea  of  God  comes  out  and  colors  all  the  man'a  life.  Then,  to  go  to 
tiie  opposite  extreme,  take  the  atheistic  party  which  has  risen  up  in  our 
tfanea,  read  their  books,  and  see  them  declare  that  the  idea  of  imraor* 
tality  is  the  greatest  curse  left  for  mankmd, — not  the  common  idea,  but 
any  idea  of  immortality, — heur  them  proclaim  that  the  great  function 
of  the  ph0o8q>her  is  to  re-establish  the  flesh  in  its  domineering  over  th^ 
i^rit  of  man,  and  you  see  how  their  absence  of  the  idea  of  God  colon 
thdr  oonsdousness  and  penetrates  into  every  relationi. 

Bntif  I  know  the  Infinite  God,  then  I  know  that  He  is  perfect  Cause 
sod  perfect  Providence,  and  that  He  makes  and  adminislerB  the  world 
of  matter  from  perfect  motives,  of  perfect  material,  for  a  perfect  purpose. 
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and  as  a  perfect  means  thereto,  and  that  the  perfect  motive  is  love,  the 
desire  to  bless  eveiy  thing  that  he  makes ;  then  I  am  sure  that  the 
end  is  foreseen  and  provided  for,  that  all  the  action  of  the  universe^ 
whether  right  or  wrong,  of  the  great  universe  as  a  whole,  and  of  yoa 
and  me,  the  little  atoms  which  compose  it,  of  each  nation,  community  t 
family,  and  individual — ^I  am  sure  that  all  this  has  been  foreseen  and 
provided  for,  and  so  administered  by  the  Infinite  God  that  there  shall 
be  no  absolute  evil  befalling  the  greatest  genius  or  the  humblest  idiot ; 
that  no  mote  which  peoples  the  sun's  beams,  that  no  mortal  man, 
whether  he  be  Judas  the  betrayer  or  Jesus  the  crucified,  shall  £ul  of 
never-ending  bliss  at  last  Discipline  there  is,  and  must  be,  but  only 
as  means  to  the  noblest  and  most  joyous  end.  This  I  say  I  am  sure  (d, 
for  it  follows  logically  from  the  veiy  idea  of  the  Infinite  Perfect  God. 
Nay,  the  religious  insdnct  anticipates  induction,  and  declares  this  with 
the  spontaneous  womanly  logic  of  human  nature  itselt 

Now  to  any  man  who  thinks,  this  is  a  matter  of  the  very  utmost  im- 
portance ;  to  one  who  does  not  think,  it  is  of  no  consequence  at  aU. 
But  if  a  man  thinks,  earnest  and  deep,  this  conclusion  is  the  most  vital 
When  I  am  satisfied  on  this  point,  then  I  can  enjoy  the  world  of  matter 
and  the  world  of  man,  and  I  can  apply  the  human  means  which  are  in 
my  power  to  the  human  end  which  I  wish  to  bring  to  pass.  I  have 
then  no  doubt  of  the  final  result,  no  fear  of  that ;  I  am  concerned  about 
to-day  and  to-morrow,  about  my  doing  my  duty  and  my  brother  doing 
his ;  I  am  not  at  all  concerned  about  eternity,  and  about  God  doing 
God's  duty. 

I  confess  I  wonder  that  every  man  who  lives  does  not  have  this  con* 
fidence  and  enjoy  it ;  it  seems  so  natural,  and  is  so  instinctive  also,  and 
it  squares  so  completely  with  the  very  highest  science  which  man  at- 
tains to ;  and  then  as  you  think  about  it,  why,  the  infinite  perfection  of 
God  springs  into  your  eye  at  once, — so  that  I  wonder  that  any  man 
who  thinks  at  all  does  not  come  to  this  condi^on,  that  God  is  infinitely 
perfect,  perfect  Cause  and  perfect  Providence,  and  made  all  and  super- 
intends all  fi*om  a  perfect  motive,  for  a  perfect  purpose,  and  as  a  perfect 
means,  and  vrill  ultimately  bless  every  thing  that  He  has  created.  And 
yet,  natural  as  this  is,  instinctively  as  we  get  at  it,  philosophical  as  it 
certainly  is,  there  is  no  sect  of  Christians  or  un-Christians  which  has 
^aid  this  down  as  its  great  comer  stone.  There  is  not,  as  I  have  said 
before,  a  single  sect  of  men  in  this  whole  globe  of  land  which  declares, 
consistently  the  infinite  perfection  of  God  ;  even  the  Unitarians,  in  th  ir 
^  creed"  recently  promulgated,  though  they  say  they  believe  the  abso- 
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luto  perfeodon  of  God,  jet  do  not  undemtaDd  what  it  means,  and  do  not 
▼entare  to  say  that  no  man  shall  be  everlastingly  damned ;  they  wish  it 
may  be  so,  they  dare  not  think  it  sorely  is  so.  That  of  coarse  implies 
that  they  wish  what  God  is  not  good  enough  to  wish^  and  of  course  im- 
l^ies  that  they  are  better  in  their  wishes  than  God  in  His  wishes,  and 
accordingly,  that  they  are  nearer  to  infinite  perfection  than  God 
himadt  And  yet  the  Unitarians  have  less  of  this  than  any  other  sect 
in  Christendom.  Tou  go  into  any  other  Church, — ^I  will  except  in  a 
laige  meaaure  the  Universalist  Church, — and  you  are  frightened  with  the 
ghaatly  image  of  God  which  is  gibbeted  before  you  in  horror. 

But,  in  addition  to  this  sense  of  permanent  security,  the  Piety  I  speak 
of  Ibmiahes  the  highest,  the  deepest,  and  the  most  intimate  delight 
which  mortal  man  knows  or  can  know  here  on  the  earth.  I  am  very 
ha  from  denying  the  value  of  other  forms  of  delight,  even  of  those 
which  come  wholly  from  the  world  of  matter.  Every  sense  has  its 
fimctian,  and  that  function  is  attended  with  pleasure,  with  joy.  All 
theae  natural  and  normal  delights  ought  to  be  enjoyed  by  every  man ;  it 
is  a  solienneas  toward  God  not  to  rejoice  and  thus  appredate  his  beau- 
tiful world  when  we  can.  St  Bernard  walked  all  day,  six  or  seven 
hundred  years  ago,  by  the  shores  of  the  Lake  of  Geneva,  with  one  of 
the  most  glorious  prospects  in  the  whole  world  before  him — ^mountain, 
lake,  riv^,  douds,  gardens,  every  thing  to  bless  the  eye— and  that  monk 
never  saw  a  thing  all  day  long.  He  was  thinking  about  the  Trinity, 
and  when  he  reached  home  some  one  spoke  to  him  of  the  beauty  he 
must  have  seen ;  and  the  austere,  sour-hearted  monk  said  he  had  seen 
nothing.  He  thought  it  was  a  merit,  and  his  dironiclers  record  it  in 
his  praise.  It  always  seemed  to  me  rather  impious  in  the  stout-hearted 
man,  a  proud  fling  at  God,  which  Voltaire  would  have  been  ashamed  o£ 
Mr.  Beecher,  with  more  wholesome  piety,  says  in  his  poetic  way,  ^  The 
sweet-brier  is  country  cousin  to  the  rose."  There  is  a  touch  of  religious 
recognition  ia  all  his  love  of  Nature,  which  to  me  seems  more  truly 
pious  than  the  proud  flights  and  profound  thoughts  in  the  seven 
hundred  and  forty-four  letters  of  St  Bernard,  and  all  his  sharp  and 
acute,  and  rather  glorious  sermons  too.  To  me  it  always  seemed  irrev- 
erent in  that  great  man  that  he  boasted  that  he  only  eat  his  dinner,  but 
never  ta8t43d  it,  as  if  his  mouth  were  a  mill  and  no  more ;  it  was  certain- 
ly a  i&ag  at  the  good  God,  though  the  Saint  meant  it  otherwise.  That 
^reat  soul  which  made  an  ox's  crib  at  Bethlehem  holy  ground,  and  the 
central  point  of  many  a  pilgrimage,  never  flouted  at  God's  world  in 
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that  sort  He  saw  a  lasson  in  the  flight  of  the  raven ;  in  the  sarcnlesB 
salt  there  was  a  sermon ;  there  is  a  beatitude  in  the  dry  grasa  of  the  bak- 
ing-kettle of  a  poor  woman  in  the  company  going  up  to  Jerusalem  to 
hear  him  preadi ;  and  the  great  eyes  which  saw  God  bo  clearly  dwelt 
with  pleasure  on  the  lilies  of  the  valley,  and  aaid,  **  Su&r  little  ohildreB 
to  come  unto  me  and  forbid  them  not** 

God  made  the  world  of  matter  exceeding  beautiful,  and  meant  it 
should  be  rejoiced  in  by  these  senses  of  ours :  at  these  five  doors  what  a 
world  of  loveliness  comes  in  and  Inrushes  against  the  sides  with  its  gar- 
ment, and  leaves  the  sign  of  God's  presence  on  our  doorposts  and  lin- 
tels. Think  you  God  made  the  world  so  fair,  eveiy  flower  a  sister  to  a 
star,  and  did  not  mean  men's  eyes  to  see,  and  men's  hearts  to  take  a 
sacrament  thereat  ?  Our  daily  bread  is  a  delight  which  begins  in  baby- 
hood, and  only  ends  when  the  Infinite  Mother  folds  us  to  her  anus  and 
gives  us  the  bread  which  does  not  perish  in  the  using.  The  hombleafc 
senses  have  their  pleasure.  The  fly  feeding  on  a  berry  crushed  by  acci- 
dent on  a  bush,  lets  one  a  good  way  into  the  mystery  of  God*s  profir 
dence.  The  sights  in  Nature,  the  sounds  thereof — they  are  all  means 
of  delight  I  am  sometimes  astonished  to  see  how  full  of  happiness  a 
single  day  may  be  made,  and  that  at  the  veiy  dieapest  rate^  by  the 
sights  which  come  to  the  eye,  and  the  sounds  to  the  ear,  at  no  cost  bat 
opening  and  listening.  These  are  sacraments  by  which  man  communes 
with  God.  It  is  surely  churlish  to  turn  away  from  the  table  which  He 
spreads  before  every  man.  It  is  a  painful  sight  and  a  sad  thought  to 
remember  how  many  men  there  are  in  this  Christian  land  of  ours,  and 
still  more  in  others,  who  are  debarred  from  this  pleasure.  We  think  it 
a  sad  thing,  and  it  surely  is,  that  every  man  should  not  have  a  Bible  in 
his  house,  and  power  to  read  it;  imd  great-hearted  ChristiaDS.  make 
large  sacrifices  to  put  the  words  of  Esaiaa,  and  Amos,  and  Paul,  and 
Jesus  into  the  hands  of  every  man.  But  should  we  not  also  be  ashamed 
that  the  greater,  diviner  Scriptures  of  God  are  not  in  every  Christian's 
understanding,  before  his  eye,  and  in  his  consciousness  f  Hot  also  ia  a 
reproach. 

Then  come  those  higher  delights  from  the  use  of  the  senses  and  the 
mind  better  cultivated ;  from  the  Beauty  of  Nature  and  Art,  and  Com- 
mon Life.  I  cannot  now  dwell  at  lengthen  our  delight  in  the  worid  of 
men,  only  recall  to  your  memory  what  every  man  experiences,— the  joj 
of  affection,  of  love  i{i  all  its  forms,  connubial,  parental,  filial,  related* 
friendly^  and  all  that    It  seems  to  me  that  ascetic  preachers  ofien  «ii- 
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deiralne  this.    And  I  remember  to  have  heard  a  man,  of  a  good  deal  of 
power  too,  declare  that  a  man's  love  for  his  garden,  his  house,  his  ox, 
his  horse,  his  wife,  and  his  children,  was  all  nonsense,  and  absurdity ; 
nay,  •*  a  sin"  in  the  eyes  of  God,  and  just  as  he  loved  these  things  tlie 
more,  he  loved  God  the  less ;  and  if  he  loved  Him  supremely,  he  would 
care  for  nothing  but  God  1    I  do  not  value  at  a  low  rate  the  happiness 
which  comes  from  the  union  of  the  world  of  matter  with  the  world  of 
tnan,  from  our  industry,  its  process  and  its  results.    I  wish  every  earn- 
est man  knew  what  satisfiiction  there  is  in  putting  your  human  nature 
upon  material  nature,  and  making  it  take  your  image — ^now  a  form  of 
nse,  then  a  form  of  beanty.     I  do  not  think  we  make  account  enough 
of  this,  or  set  suffident  store  by  this  source  of  delight    To  put  human 
nature  upon  material  nature,  in  the  shape  of  a  grand  statue  or  a  grand 
picture— every  body  thinks  that  is  a  great  delight ;  but  so  it  is  to  put 
human  nature  upon  material  nature  in  the  form  of  a  shoe,  or  a  shirt,  or 
a  carriage,  ex  a  house,  or  a  stocking,  or  a  loaf  of  bread,  or  a  nail,  a 
&rm,  a  garden,  or  a  steam  engine,  or  any  thing  you  will;  there  is  the  same 
triumph  of  mind  over  matter  in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other,  and  when 
we  get  a  little  wiser  we  shall  see  what  a  real  joy  is  in  this,  and  at 
one  end  of  society  there  will  be  no  idleness  and  shirking,  and  at  the 
other  no  drudgery  and  being  crushed  by  excess  of  toil    God  made  man 
to  live  with   matter,  and  made  them  both  so  that  there  should  be 
good  neighborhood  between  the  two,  and  man  should  get  delight  from 
the  contact    God  made  men  so  that  they  might  live  with  each  other, 
and  get  deeper,  dearer,  and  truer  delight  from  that  intimacy.    Do  not 
think,  I  say,  that  I  undervalue  either  of  these  forms  of  well-being.    Let 
a  man  have  all  that  he  can  get  of  both,  and  communicate  in  both  kinds 
through  this  sacrament,  with  thankfulness  of  heart    But  I  must  say 
that  I  think  the  delight  which  comes  from  the  world  of  God,  the  joys 
of  Piety  as  a  normal  consciousness  and  experience  of  God,  a  great  way 
surpass  all  these  other  delights  I  have  just  named.    Tes,  compared  with 
the  others,  this  is  what  womanhood  is  compared  with  girlhood  or  baby- 
hood.   I  say  this  from  my  own  experience ;  but  it  is  not  my  experience 
alone, — every  deep-hearted  siunt  who  rejoiced  in  the  world  of  matter 
and  the  world  of  man,  and  then  took  fast  hold  on  the  world  of  God, 
tells  us  the  same  thing.  What  brave  words  have  come  to  us  from  Jesus 
of  Nazare^  from  Paul  of  Tarsus,  from  Thomas  k  Kempis,  and  Wil- 
liam Law,  and  Isaac  Watts,  and  that  great  stout-hearted  man  whose 
foot  was  so  deep  in  the  world  of  matter,  whose  hands  went  so  largely 
into  the  world  of  men,  and  whose  soul  took  hold  so  strongly  on  the 
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worid  of  God — ^Martin  Luiher :  what  brare  word^  these  have  left  ua  of 
their  experience  in  the  world  of  God.  Nay,  how  fuU  of  the  deepeet 
and  rk^est  exp^enoe  of  tlus  kind  were  the  hvei  of  the  saints  of  the 
Qaaker  Ohuidi  I  What  joy  had  Fox,  and  Nayler,  and  Penn,  and 
Woolman,  and  Scott,  and  all  those  pious  souls — women  and  men,  who 
learned  to  lie  low  in  the  hand  of  God,  and  rejoice  in  their  conscioQSQess 
of  Him  and  the  visitations  of  the  Etemid  Love ! 

What  exquisite  delights  they  are  which  make  up  our  eiperienee  aad 
enjoyment  of  Godl  The  aspect  of  beauty,  in  every  form,  is  always  a 
joy— in  the  shi^  and  cok>r  pf  a  blade  of  gnaR,  a  nut,  h  fl/s  wing,  a 
pearl  found  in  a  muscle  of  a  New  Hampsdiire  brook.  What  higher  de* 
light  is  there  in  the  beauty  of  the  human  form  I  Beauty  is  made  up  of 
these^  four  thbgs— completeness  as  a  whole,  perfection  of  the  parts,  fit- 
ness of  ^ach  part  for  its  function,  and  correspondenoe  with  the  fsoslties 
of  man.  These  four  things  make  up  the  statics  and  dynanaiea  of  beaatj. 
Now,  looked  at  with  the  intellectual  and  esthetio  part  of  human  con- 
sdoosaess,  God  is  absolute  beauty.  He  is  the  beauty  of  bmng»  sel^ 
existence ;  the  beauty  of  power,  almightiness ;  of  intellect,  all-know- 
ingness;  of  conscience,  allfrighteousness ;  of  affection,  all-Iovii^eeo; 
of  the  soul,  all-holiness;  in  a  word,  He  is  the  Absolute,  the  altogether 
Beautifiil.  As  men  take  delight  in  mere  sensuous  loveliness  of  beautiful 
things,  a  rose,  a  lily,  a  dewdrop,  a  sunset,  a  statue  or  a  star,  or  man's  or 
woman's  handsome  fiice,  all  heedless  of  their  use — so  a  contemplative 
man  may  take  rapturous  joy  in  the  absolute  beauty  of  God — ^infinitely 
attractive  to  every  spiritual  faculty  of  man — having  that  fourfold  loveliness, 
completeness  as  a  whole,  perfection  of  parts,  fitness  of  functbn,  and 
adaptation  to  our  human  nature. 

But  this  beauty  of  God  is  asounoe  of  delight  to  few  men ;  it  cannot 
be  relished  without  a  great  development  of  the  rdigious  fiiculty,  and  also 
a  profound  culture  of  the  intellectual  and  aesthetic  Acuities ;  aad  besides, 
is  somewhat  too  abstruse  and  transcendental  in  its  nature  for  the  busy 
worid  of  men,  who  want  something  they  can  grasp  with  a  thicker  and 
hotter  hand.  I  mention  it,  and  dwell  upon  it,  because  it  lies  so  much 
out  of  the  way  of  common  preaching,  and  because  also  it  is  real  and  fa'es 
within  the  reach  of  every  man  who  can  cultivate  hk  understanding  aad 
his  nligioua  faculty,  fiut  I  pass  briefly  over  this,  becauae  to  many 
mm  it  seems  as  moonshine  when  compared  with  the  clear  daylight  of 
other  forms  of  religious  joy. 

Then  there  is  this  feeling  of  security  and  trust  in  God  I  fed  God 
not  ae  a  King,  power  alone,  but  as  a  Father ;  yea,  ae  a  Hother,  and  I 
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know  tint  Ood  loves  roe  with  tendered  affeddoo,  that  He  loves  every 
human  soul  with  all  of  his  infinite  power,  wisdom,  justice,  love  and  holi- 
neas.  Now  it  is  a  delight  to  be  beloved  by  any  one ;  the  affsction  which 
a  cat,  or  dog,  or  horse,  or  ox  leels  lor  a  man  is  a  delight  to  that  man  ; 
to  know  that  some  human  being  hdds  you  in  esteem,  in  aiection,  watches 
for  yon  and  watches  over  you,  and  takes  delight  in  your  well-being — 
why,  what  a  joy  that  is  I  Everybody  knows  it  I  speak  not  now  of  the 
active  flfiw^on  which  loves  bade  again;  but  of  the  passivity  <^  spirit 
which  only  joys  in  being  loved  by  other  men^  Yet  in  receiving  such 
love  ^m  mortal  man  there  is  often  this  hindrance — ^ihe  man  often 
wishes  it  to  be  exclusive  to  him  alone ;  for  be  thinka  his  friend  has  so 
little  affection  that  he  wants  it  all,  and  would  break  other  men's  pitchers 
whidi  are  let  down  to  1^  finite,  private  weU  of  his  friend's  afiSdCtion;  so 
there  is  a  strife  between  the  herdsmen  of  Abraham  and  of  Lot,  a  quarrel 
which  troubles  the  well,  and  breaks  the  pitchers,  and  muddies  the  water 
itBel£  But  as  the  affection  of  the  infinite  God  is  boundless,  not  to  be 
exhausted,  as  from  the  very  nature  of  God  He  must  have  infinite  love,  so 
no  man  need  be  jealous  of  Him  and  fearful  we  shall  not  get  our  share, 
because  publicans  and  sinners  enter  into  the  joy  of  their  Lord.  When 
the  dder  brother  comes  near  the  house  of  the  Infinite  God,  he  heats  the 
muflic  and  dancing,  and  is  not  wroth,  but  fiiUs  on  his  brother's  neck  and 
kisses  him,  and  finds  himself  in  the  finding  of  the  lost^  and  lives  anew  in 
the  living  of  the  dead. 

I  know  the  delight  of  being  loved,  for  I  have  sunned  mys^  in  the 
affection  of  father  and  mother,  and  brother  and  sister^  and  wife  and  rela- 
tive, and  if  anybody  knows  the  beauty  and  bleeeedueas  of  friendship,  I 
think  that  I  do,  for  I  have  sounded  its  depths  and  tasted  its  joy.  But  the 
love  that  I  have  received  from  mortal  men,  from  &ther,  and  mother,  wife 
and  relative,  and  friend — ^it  is  but  little,  nay,  it  is  nothing,  compared  to 
tiie  still  and  calm  delight  which  I  feel  from  consciousness  of  being  loved 
by  the  Infinite  God.  My  mortal  friends  love  me,  perhaps,  through  their 
weakness ;  they  are  not  good  enough  to  love  a  better  man;  God  loves 
me  for  his  strength,  for  his  infinity.  They  are  exclusive,  perhaps  loving 
others  the  less  from  loving  me  the  more ;  but  God  includes  all,  the 
heathen,  the  Hebrew,  the  Mahometan,  the  Atheist  and  the  Christian ; 
nay.  Gain,  Iscariot,  the  kidni^pper,  are  all  folded  in  the  arms  of  the  Infi- 
lute  Mother,  who  will  not  suffer  absolute  evil  to  come  to  the  least  or  the 
wont  of  these,  but  so  tempers  the  mechanism  of  humanity  that  all  dudl 
come  to  the  table  ofblessednesa  at  last  1  Death  itself  is  no  limit  God's 
love  is  eternal  aiso^  providing  retribution  for  all  I  do;  but  pain  is  medi- 
dne.    What  is  not  delight  is  discipline,  the  avenue  to  nobler  joy. 
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Feeling  a  consciousness  of  this  Divine  love  for  me,  knowing  that 
it  is  joined  with  infinite  power,  wisdom,  justice  and  holiness,  that 
it  is  perfect  Cause  to  plan  and  perfect  Providence  to  administer — 
why,  all  the  sorrows  and  sufferings  of  life,  how  easily  they  are  borne ! 
I  writhe  in  mortal  agony,  but  my  Father*s  arms  are  round  me — 
the  agony  is  still.  I  am  not  recognized  by  the  worid,  my  little  merit  it 
not  acknowledged,  not  appreciated,  it  is  so  small ;  but  God  recognizes 
and  appreciates  it,  and  smiles  down  on  the  httle  good  I  do,  and  it  is  not 
lost  Nobody  feels  for  me  or  with  me ;  but  the  great  God  sympathizes 
with  me.  I  have  his  infinite  power  and  his  infinite  love  heeding  me 
every  moment  I  am  tormented  by  the  loss  of  friends — father,  mother, 
wife,  child ;  my  dearest  of  the  nearest  are  gone ;  but  the  Infinite  Mother 
folds  me  to  her  bosom,  and  her  tenderness  wipes  the  tears  from  my  eyes; 
I  fall  asleep  in  the  Infinite  Arms,  remembering  that  no  harm  has  hap- 
pened to  those  who  are  taken,  and  there  is  a  place  in  store  for  the  one 
that  is  left.  I  know  that  no  evils  are  absolute  and  lasting ;  nay,  before 
the  creation  of  the  worid,  all  the  errors,  the  mistakes  and  the  sins  which 
you,  or  I,  or  the  human  race,  would  commit,  were  foreseen  by  the  Infi- 
nite Father,  were  provided  for  long  before  they  came  to  pass,  and  shall, 
all  of  them,  be  rounded  off  at  last  into  a  whole  of  infinite  bliss,  infinite 
love  towards  each  child  that  he  has  created,  towards  Cain,  towards  Isca- 
riot,  the  kidnapper,  and  the  victims  of  a  worid  of  cruelty  and  wrong. 

I  can  look  on  the  world's  suffering  and  sorrow,  on  the  wars  and 
slavery,  the  poverty,  drunkenness  and  crime,  the  dreadful  want  which 
pines  in  cities,  the  vice  we  pile  up  in  jails  to  perish  in  malignant  rot,  the 
more  vicious  vice  which  builds  those  jails;  I  can  look  on  all  the  sad 
heart-break  of  mankind,  and  I  know  it  will  be  all  overruled  by  the 
Creator  in  His  machinery  of  the  world  so  that  infinite  good  shall  come 
at  last  Of  all  the  world's  suffering  and  transgression,  none  came  by 
superhuman  chance,  and  so  is  a  world  accident;  none  by  superhuman  ma- 
lignity, and  is  a  world  curse.  The  history  of  man  is  the  calculated  con- 
sequence of  the  faculties  God  put  in  man,  known  beforehand  to  the  In- 
finite Cause,  provided  by  the  Infinite  Providence,,  and  made  to  serve  his 
purpose  of  eternal  love. 

Then  there  comes  the  rising  up  of  all  my  spirit  in  one  great  act  of 
gratitude,  reverence  and  trust,  one  great  feeling  of  love  to  God,  and  this 
fills  me  with  unbounded  delight  Passive  to  receive  God's  love,  I  am 
active  to  return  it  with  love  again.  I  just  now  spoke  of  the  delight  of 
being  loved  by  mortal  men !  and  then  of  the  intimate  joy  of  conscious 
love  received  from  God  1    But  as  our  highest  joy  is  of  action,  and  not 
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merely  of  reoeiYing,  as  it  is  more  blessed  to  give  affecdoD  than  to  recei? e 
even  that,  so  the  joy  which  a  man  feels  from  his  conscious  love  of  the  In- 
finite God  fat  surpasses  even  the  delight  which  he  has  from  being  loved 
by  the  Father. 

My  aflfection  for  my  earthly  friends  is  checked  by  the  limitations  of 
their  character ;  thus  &r  and  no  farther  is  the  rule  : 

'*  For  the  fondest,  the  fairest,  the  truest  that  met, 
Man  still  found  the  need  to  foi^ve  and  forget*^ 

But  as  God  is  infinitely  perfect,  absolutely  loveable,  so  there  is  no  limit 
without  to  my  power  of  loving  Him,  and  my  affection  grows  with  the 
love  of  God  which  it  feeds  upon,  aud  becomes  greater,  wider,  deeper, 
nicer  in  its  refinement,  and  brings  a  greater  and  greater  accession  of  de- 
light 

Then  I  have  in  God  the  sense  of  security,  of  permanent  welfare  which 
it  brings ;  this  imparts  a  steadiness  to  the  action  of  all  the  Acuities ;  it 
gives  energy,  vigor,  quickness,  to  the  intellect,  strengthens  the  will, 
sharpens  the  conscience,  widens  the  heart,  blesses  with  its  own  beatitude 
every  £sK)ulty  that  I  possess.  My  delight  in  God  increases  each  special 
joy  in  the  things  of  matter  or  in  the  persons  of  men ;  I  love  the  world  the 
more,  because  I  know  it  is  God's  world,  even  as  a  dry  lea!^  given  by  a 
lover,  is  dearer  than  all  pearls  from  whoso  loves  us  not !  I  love  my 
proper  business  better,  by  fireside  and  street-side,  in  market  and  in  shop, 
because  I  know  that  it  is  the  way  of  serving  God,  bringing  about  His 
divine  end  by  my  human  means.  I  love  my  brothers  and  sisters,  my 
iather  and  mothec,  wife  and  child,  flEU*  more,  because  my  heart  is  filled 
with  reverence  and  love  to  God. 

In  the  sunshine  of  life,  every  human  joy  is  made  more  joyous  by  this 
delight  in  God.  When  these  fail,  when  health  is  gone,  when  my  eye  is 
dim,  when  my  estate  slips  through  my  hands,  and  my  good  name  be- 
comes a  dishonor,  when  death  takes  the  nearest  and  dearest  of  my  friends, 
then  my  consciousness  of  God  comes  out,  a  great  light  in  my  darkness, 
and  a  very  present  help  in  my  time  of  trouble.  In  wet  weather  in  the 
spring,  every  hill  abounds  with  water,  the  brooks  run  over  in  their  afflu- 
ence, and  all  the  hill-«ides  and  plains  are  green;  but,  when  week 
after  week  there  is  no  dew  nor  rain,  and  month  after  month  the  heavens 
impart  no  germinative  moisture  to  the  ground,  the  little  streams  dry  up, 
the  sur&ce  springs  are  choked  with  heat  and  dust,  then  we  go  to  the 
well,  that  is  bored  into  the  primeval  rock,  embosomed  in  the  mountain, 
and  drink  cool  sweet  water  that  never  foils. 
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Tliis  delight  is  for  yon  and  me,  and  every  one  of  os ;  and  when  ire 
have  this  pure  abetract  enjoyment,  whioh  comes  of  Piety  in  our  soul, 
then  the  love  of  God  will  ran  over  into  morality,  into  love  of  men  in 
every  form  I  and,  in  addition  to  these  dear  delights  of  Piety,  vre  shall 
have  the  joys  of  philanthropy,  of  justice,  of  wisdom,  and  of  all  human 
consciousness  in  its  thousand  forms ! 
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OPENING  OF  THE  MEETING-HOUSE  AT  LONGWOOD. 

The  Meeting-House  recently  erected  at  Longwood,  near  Eennett  Sqnare> 
Chester  Oo^  Penn^  for  the  nse  of  Progressive  Friends,  and  for  Moral,  Soi- 
entifio  and  Literary  purposes,  was  <^ned  to  the  pnblio,  for  the  first  time, 
on  Seventh  day,  the  19th  of  Hfth  month,  1855. 

A  Tery  large  audience  being  assembled,  Chaitolbb  Dabunqton  was  ap- 
pointed I^resident,  and  Maby  P.  Whjbon  and  Edwabd  Webb,  Secretaries. 

Joseph  A.  Duodale  read  some  appropriate  passages  from  the  Bible,  after 
which  Thbodobe  Pabkbb  made  a  very  impressive  and  interesting  prayer, 
breathing  forth  a  spirit  of  natural  piety,  love  and  thanksgiving  to  the  In- 
finite for  all  the  material  and  spiritual  blessings  we  possess. 

Ouvbb  Johnsoh  made  a  brief  statement  of  the  causes  which  led  to  the 
erection  of  the  house,  and  of  the  oljects  and  purposes  to  which  it  is  now 
dedicated. 

Ellwood  Habvxt,  Professor  in  the  Female  Medical  Oollege  of  Philadel- 
phia, delivered  an  interesting  address,  showing  that  Progress  is  God^s  law 
in  the  development  of  the  human  race  as  well  as  in  the  material  creation, 
and  that  Science  and  Religion  are  in  harmony  with  each  other. 

The  HuTOHiKsoN  Familt — ^that  band  of  brotherfr— Judson,  John  and 
Afla,  whose  soul-stirring  music  has  awakened  so  many  to  an  active  life  for 
reform,  then  eame  forward  and  sang  to  the  enraptured  audience  the  follow- 
ing hymn: 

WHERE  SHALL  THE  SOUL  FIND  BEST! 

Tell  me,  ye  winged  Winds^ 

That  round  my  pathway  roar, 
Do  ye  not  know  some  spot 

Where  mortals  weep  do  moref 
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Some  lone  and  pleiMot  dell,  • 

Some  valley  in  the  West, 
Whore,  tree  ft'om  toil  and  pain, 

The  weary  soul  may  reet  f 
The  loud  Wind  dwindled  to  a  whisper  low, 
And  aighed  for  pity  as  it  answered--"  No  t  '* 

Tell  me,  thon  mighty  Deep, 

Whoee  billowa  round  me  play, 
Know^st  thou  some  favorod  apot, 

Some  Island  far  away. 
Where  weary  man  may  find 

The  bliss  for  whioh  he  sighs, 
Where  sorrow  never  lives, 

And  friendship  never  dies  f 
The  loud  Waves,  rolling  in  perpetual  flow, 
Stopped  for  a  while,  and  sighed  to  answer—*^  No !  '* 

And  thoa,  serenest  Moon, 

That  with  such  holy  faoe 
Dost  look  upon  the  earth, 

Asleep  in  night's  embrace. 
Tell  me,  in  all  thy  round 

Hast  thon  not  seen  some  spot, 
Where  miserable  man 

Might  And  a  happier  lot  ? 
Behind  a  cloud  the  Moon  withdrew  in  wo, 
And  a  voioe  sweet,  but  sad,  responded—"  No  t  ^ 

Tell  me,  my  secret  Soul, 

Oh  1  tell  me,  Hope  and  Faith, 
la  there  no  reating-plaoe 

From  Borrow,  sin  and  death ; 
Is  there  no  happy  spot. 

Where  mortals  may  be  blest, 
Where  grief  may  find  a  balm. 

And  weariness  a  rest  I 
Fidth,  Hope,  and  Love— beat  boons  to  mortals  given- 
Waved  their  bright  wings,  and  whispered—-"  Jm,  in  Seaven  f  " 

A  recess  of  half  an  hour  followed  the  singiDg. 

In  the  afternoon  the  honse  was  again  densely  crowded. 

The  HTJTOHiNaoN  Family  sang,  with  touching  effect,  the  following  piece : 


BRIGHT  THINGS  CAN  NEVER  DIE. 

Bright  things  can  never  die, 

£*en  though  they  fade ; 
Beauty  and  minstrelsy 

Deathleas  were  made. 
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What  though  the  Bnmmer  dtij 

Passes  At  eve  away, 
Doth  not  the  moon^a  soft  ray 

Silence  the  night! 

Childhood  oanneTer  die ! 

Wrecks  of  the  past 
Float  o'er  the  memory 

Bright  to  the  last ; 
Many  a  happy  thing, 

Many  a  daisied  spring, 
Flows  on  Time's  ceaseless  wing. 

Far,  &r  away ! 

Kind  words  can  never  die ! 

Cherished  and  blest, 
God  knows  how  deep  they  lie, 

Stored  in  the  breast ; 
like  childhood's  simple  rhymes, 

Said  o'er  a  thousand  times. 
Aye,  in  all  years  and  dimes, 

Distant  and  near. 

Kind  words  can  never  die, 

Suth  true  philosophy ; 
Deep  in  the  soul  they  Ue, 

God  knows  how  dear  t 

Thiodobb  Pabkbb,  of  Boston,  was  then  introduoed,  when  he  proceeded 
to  deliver  ^^A  DUcoune  of  the  Belation  letween  the  Eeelenaatical  Iiutitu- 
^fUumiand  the  £eligious  ConseUnteneiB  qf  the  American  Peopled  For 
more  than  two  hours  he  held  the  close  and  unwearied  attention  of  the 
snembly.  His  Discoorse,  replete  with  great  tmths  eloquently  expressed, 
18  herewith  presented  to  the  pablic. 

The  seryioes  of  the  occasion  dosed  with  the  singing  of  the  following 
pi«oe  by  the  Hutohinbon  Familt  : 


«« COMING  BIGHT  ALONG ;'»  OB  BIGHT  OVEB  WBONG. 

Behold  the  Day  of  Promise  comes,  fUl  of  inspiration— 

The  blessed  day  by  prophets  sung,  fbr  the  healing  of  the  nation ; 

Old  midnight  errors  flee  away,  they  soon  will  be  all  gone ; 

While  heavenly  angels  seem  to  say,  "  the  good  time" '  8  coming  on. 

Coming  right  along, 
Coming  right  along, 

The  btossed  Day  of  Promise  is  coming  right  along. 
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Already  in  the  golden  east  the  glorioos  Uf  ht  ia  dawning, 

And  watchmen,  from  the  monntain-topa,  oan  see  the  blessed  morning ; 

0*er  all  the  land  their  voioea  ring,  while  yet  the  world  la  napping,— 

mi  e*en  the  aloggards  begin  to  spring,  as  they  hear  the  spirits  "  rapping." 

Coming  right  along, — 
Oh !  I  hear  the  angel  voices—"  We*re  oomlng  right  along.'' 

The  captive  now  begins  to  rise  and  bnnt  his  chains  asunder, 
While  politicians  stand  aghast,  in  anzions  Ibar  and  wonder ; 
No  longer  shall  the  bondman  aigh  beneath  the  galling  fstters,— 
He  sees  the  Dawn  of  Freedom  nigh,  and  reads  the  golden  letters,— 

**  Coming  right  along," 
Behold  the  Day  of  Freedom  is  coming  right  along  1 

And  all  the  old  Dlatilleries  shall  perish  and  bum  together,— 
The  Brandy,  Bam,  and  Gin,  and  Beer,  and  all  snoh,  whatsoever; 
The  worid  be^ns  to  ML  the  lire,  and  e'en  the  poor  besotter. 
To  save  himself  from  boming  np,  Jamps  into  the  cooling  water. 

Coming  right  along, 
'Tis  coming  right  along. 

Sweet  dawn  of  peace,  0 !  that  day  will  prove  to  all  the  sons  of  labor. 
For  every  man  will  have  enough,  and  gladly  lend  his  neighbor ; 
The  earth  shall  yield  abondantly,  nor  shall  men  want  for  money. 
Bat  all  shall  bask  in  golden  fields,  flowing  with  milk  and  honey. 

01  'tis  coming  right  along, 
'Tis  coming  right  along. 

CHANDLER  DARLINGTON,  Pl^dent 
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OF  THE  RELATION  BETWEEN  THE  EOOLESIASTIOAL  INSTITU- 
TIONS AND  THE  RELIGIOUS  CONSCIOUSNESS  OF  THE 
AMERICAN  PEOPLE  .♦ 

Delivered atthsFint  Opening qf  the  Progremte  IHende'  Meeting-Eeuee^ 
at  Longwood^  Chester  Oo.^  Fenn^  Fifth  month  19th,  1855. 

BY  THSOBORB  PAEISR. 

BjuJ6io:Er  is  one  of  the  moBt  important  of  the  concerns  of  man.  It 
eomes  from  the  deepest  and  most  powerful  of  all  our  spiritual  faculties. 
More  than  any  one  element  of  consciousness  it  helps  mould  the  character 
of  the  individual  and  the  nation.  The  ideas  we  form  of  God,  of  Han, 
of  the  Relation  between  them,  of  the  Mode  of  learning  our  religious 
Duty,  and  of  our  final  Condition  in  the  Future  World — these  affect  all  the 
concerns  of  the  nation.  For  they  found  institutions  which  shape  the 
Pofitics,  the  Business  and  the  Literature  of  ^e  people,  so  ultimately 
determining  thehr  condition  for  weal  and  woe.  The  theology  of  Spain  is 
one  of  the  prime  causes  of  her  ruin ;  American  slavery  not  only  has 
one  of  its  roots  in  the  selfishness  of  the  planter  and  the  politician,  but 
abo  anoAer  under  the  meeting-house,  where  it  is  watered  by  the  eaves- 
dioppmgB  of  the  popular  Theology.  At  the  opening  of  a  new  place  for 
refigious  mcetbgs,  which  is  already  consecrated  thereunto  by  your  pre- 
sence and  the  prayer  of  your  heart,  I  ask  your  attention  to  Somx 
Thoitghts  ok  the  Relation  between  the  Theological  iNSTirtmoNS 
Aim  THE  Religious  Consciousness  op  the  Amebican  People. 


*  Some  of  the  thoughts  of  this  Diecotirse  may  be  found  elaborated  more 
folly  in  a  Tolnme  of '  Sermons  of  Theism,  Atheism,  and  the  Popnlar  Theology.' 
Boston,  1858.  1  toL  12ma 


Digitized  by 


Google 


60 

Iq  the  historical  progress  of  many  thousand  years,  out  of  material 
nature  man  has  developed  all  the  visible  property  of  the  ten  hundred  mil- 
lion inhabitants  of  earth.  Thence  come  the  pastures,  fiirms  and  gardens ; 
the  houses,  markets,  temples,  roads  of  earUi,  wood,  stone  or  iron ;  the 
towns  and  cities,  the  forts  and  fleets ;  all  the  tools  of  industry  or  de- 
struction ;  the  instruments  for  use ;  the  oraaments  for  beauty.  All 
these  are  of  human  creation — thoughts  organized  in  things.  Man's  mind 
is  their  fiftther ;  the  world  of  matter  is  the  mother  thereof  God  made 
us  Spirit :  He  gives  us  matter,  and  thence  have  we  made  all  these 
things  which  constitute  the  World  of  Art 

This  World  of  Art,  thought  organized  in  matter,  contains  at  present 
two  parts :  First,  What  we  inherit— our  Traditional  part ;  and  secondi 
What  we  create — our  Original  part  The  traditionid  requires  to  be  looked 
over  anew.  Some  of  it  is  of  present  value  and  will  last  longer,  perhaps  for 
ever ;  some  of  it  is  no  more  fit  for  present  use,  but  must  be  left  to 
perish,  the  new  and  better  taking  its  place.  When  Xerxes  invaded  Eu- 
rope draw-bows  were  his  best  weapons  of  attack,  his  arrows  darkened 
the  air  of  ThermopylsB ;  now  the  allied  armies  at  Sebastopol  have  not 
a  bow-string  in  all  their  scientific  camp.  Once  a  hatchet  of  stone  was 
mankind's  best  tool  for  creative  industry ;  now  axes  of  steel  have  driven 
the  tomahawk  out  of  all  markets. 

All  this  World  of  Art  shares  the  progress  of  man ;  becomes  greater 
in  quantity,  nicer  in  quality.  It  is  amenable  to  perpetual  improve- 
ment ;  is  revised  continually,  the  good  kept,  the  useless  left  to  perish. 
Time  winnows  all  harvests  with  rugged  breath — great  clouds  of  chaff  go 
flying  all  abroad,  while  the  useful  grain  is  thankfully  gathered  up. 
The  highway  of  history  is  marked  by  works  abandoned,  tools  that 
have  served  out  their  time,  superseded,  disbanded,  left  alone. 

This  all  men  agree  to.  None  refuses  bread  because  his  others  once 
fed  on  acorns  and  beech-nuts ;  no  woman  disdains  to  ride  well-clad  in  a 
railroad  car,  because  her  mothers  only  walked,  and  that  barefoot  and 
naked.  And  what  an  odds  between  the  Savage's  world  of  Art  and  yours 
to-day ;  between  this  *^  Indian  country"  of  1555,  and  the  Pennsylvania  of 
1855  1  All  this  difference  comes  from  the  civilized  Thought  mixed 
with  the  savage  world  of  matter.  The  advance  is  Progression  by  Exp^v 
iment — ^wherein  many  attempts  fiul.  Of  all  the  inventions  recorded  in 
the  Patent  Office,  how  few  are  adopted  into  permanent  use ! — the  rest 
are  winnowed  off*  as  chaff.  But  without  the  straw  there  could  have  been 
no  com. 
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In  his  historic  progress,  out  of  human  nature  man  developes  feel- 
ings, thoughts  and  actions,  and  thence  forms  institutions,  arts,  languages, 
laws,  sciences,  states,  societies,  and  the  like.  All  these  together  make  up 
the  World  of  Institutions.  A  machine  is  a  contriyance  of  thought  organ- 
ized in  Matter ;  an  Institution  a  contrivance  of  thought  organized  in 
Man.    Of  each  there  are  many  forms. 

All  the  feelings,  all  the  thoughts,  all  the  actions,  with  all  the  mani- 
fold institutions  of  these  thousand  million  men  now  on  earth,  have  grown 
out  of  human  nature,  and  correspond  to  the  degree  of  man's  pro- 
gressive culture  thereof;  just  as  all  the  vegetation  of  the  earth  has  grown 
out  of  its  soil,  and  represents  its  climate,  the  richness  of  the  ground  and 
the  advance  of  the  season,  all  varying  continually.  Since  the  world 
was  created  all  vegetation  has  been  domestic  development,  not  foreign 
importation :  not  a  camomile  flower,  not  an  apple-seed  has  been  brought 
in  from  abroad— or  could  have  been.  These  institutions  have  come 
parUy  from  the  instincts  of  men — ^acting  blindly,  not  knowing  whither 
they  went ;  partly  also  from  deliberate  affection  and  consdous  will — 
m^  setting  a  purpose  and  then  devising  means  for  that  end.  But  all 
these  institutions  are  of  human  origin,  as  much  so  as  the  machines — 
the  Family  and  the  State  not  less  than  the  axe  of  stone  or  iron,  the  f&nn 
OT  the  railroad. 

In  our  World  of  Institutions  there  are  also  two  parts — the  Inherited, 
and  the  Newly  created.  Each  partakes  of  the  character  of  the  age  whence  it 
came.  The  Traditional  must  be  revised ;  some  of  it  is  good  for  the  present — 
nay,  for  all  time ;  some  must  be  left  to  perish.  The  Original  will  be  win- 
nowed in  the  same  way  by  such  as  come  after  us.  Once  the  polygamous 
&mi]y  of  the  savage,  with  his  captive  wives  whom  force  subordina- 
ted to  him  but  no  mutual  love  conjoined,  was  the  best  domestic  insti- 
tution of  mankind.  A  military  despotism  was  once  the  best  tool  man 
had  devised  for  political  work.  Where  are  such  things  now  ?  Human  his- 
tory is  marked  by  the  institutions  cast  off  and  left  behind.  What  once 
is  borne  as  the  banner  in  front  of  humanity,  the  symbol  of  its  purpose 
and  the  gathering  point  of  its  heroes,  is  one  day  thrown  down  in  the 
dust  as  a  worthless  rag,  and  trodden  by  the  rear-guard,  nay,  by  the  very 
stntgglers  of  mankind.  How  many  ^  settied  opinions  ^  of  philosophers 
have  perished ;  how  much  "  immortal  literature "  has  gone  to  the 
ground ;  while  laws  of  Medes  and  Persians  have  been  repealed  by  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Time,  and  become  obsolete  and  forgotten  by  Humanity. 
You  may  trace  man's  path  through  time  as  space  by  what  he  abandons. 
Ancient  arrows  and  pestiee  are  turned  up 'by  the  former's  plough,  an- 
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dent  policies  and  philosophies  hj  the  spade  of  the  echoUr^-forms  of 
the  Familj  or  of  the  State  wtcoesuTelj  boUt  up  oat  of  hnmaa  nature 
and  successively  crambling  down.  In  two  thousand  yean  the  most  pro- 
gressiye  portion  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  tribe  hito  left  behind  it  Abedute  Mo- 
narchy, Limited  Monarchy,  and  Aristocra<^.  In  thirty  or  forty  thon- 
sand  years  how  much  has  the  human  race  passed  by  I  All  these  in- 
stitutions— ^hke  the  machines  of  the  World  of  Art,  are  amenable  to  per- 
petual improvement,  subject  to  continual  revision  in  the  progressive  de- 
velopment of  mankind.  You  and  I  are  not  aahamed  of  a  Democracy 
beciutse  our  feitheis  once  swore  lUlegiance  to  William  the  Conqueitir,  or 
patiently  bore  the  yoke  of  Henry  VIII. 

What  a  difference  between  the  Savage's  Worid  of  Lostitutiona,  and 
that  of  the  civilized  man ;  between  this  "  Indian  country  ^  of  1555,  and 
iiie  P^nnsylvaida  of  to^ay,  with  your  World  of  Institutions,  Arts, 
Sciences,  Literature— domestic,  social  and  political  Customs.  But  all  of 
this  comes  out  of  human  nature — one  attempt  made  after  the  other, 
many  £gdling.  Here  also  the  advance  is  through  Progression  by  Exper- 
iment Look  over  the  seventy  volfiunes  of  statutes  of  the  Biitiah 
Bealm — ^through  the  history  of  medicine  or  machinery — see  how  much 
has  become  worthless,  obsolete  and  worn-out:  laws  lying  there  like  spent 
bullets  flattened  out  and  rusted  through ;  engines  exploded  loi^  ago ; 
medicines  which  humanity  no  longer  swallows  down ;  these  are  the 
potsherds  and  arrow-heads  which  mark  the  track  of  mankind.  Half 
the  weeds  of  our  fields  were  brought  here  as  herbs  indispensable  to.  man. 

In  an  Institution  the  chief  thing  to  look  at  is  the  Idea  it  represents — 
the  primordial  thought ;  {or  that  is  the  human  mould  in  which  the 
human  substance  of  the  Institution  is  cast,  and  as  the  sheep  are  filled 
'*  according  to  their  pasture,^  so  the  Institution  is  like  the  Idea  which 
controls  its  shape.  In  thought  you  melt  away  all  the  matter  of  the 
solar  system,  conceiving  of  the  sun  and  planets  as  mere  matheoiatic 
points  of  force,  and  by  this  abstraction  you  can  easier  understand  the 
mechanism  of  the  heavens.  In  like  manner,  from  Institutions  you  may 
dissolve  away  the  men  who  form  them,  or  are  formed  ther^y,  and  con- 
sider only  the  Ideas  they  represent,  and  by  this  abstraction  the  easier 
and  better  understand  the  mechanism  of  humanity. 

In  all  nations  above  the  mere  naked  wild  man,  you  find  sentiments, 
ideas  and  actions,  which  have  come  fix>m  the  Bdigiotts  Element  in  human 
nature.    Let  the  word  Religion  stand  here  for  the  service  and  worship 
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whidi  mail.  plKfs  to  lua  conceptioii  of  Qod^  whaAever  that  may  be*  The- 
ology ia  :the  SeiaDce  of  Beligion.  The  intellect,  seflecting  on  {acta  of 
rehgioiis  ooDSoioaBiifiBB,  or  on  obaenratioiia  theiec^  in  othen,  produceB 
llieology,  just  as  it  produces  Sdeoce  from  facts  of  oonsdousneas  and 
from  {acts  of  obsenration  in  the  material  world.  The  Ideas  which  men 
£c>nn  on  what  pertains  to  Religion  get  organized  into  peculiar  forms. 
Let  me  call  them  Eoolsbiastioal  iKSTirnnoNS.  They  are  different  in 
the  rarioos  nations,  and  vary  in  the  same  nation  with  its  condition  and 
coitore.  For,  as  the  products  of  yegetation  are  not  the  same  in  any  two 
zones,  or  countries,  but  follow  the  geographical  peculiarities  of  climate, 
position,  soil,  and  the  like,  so  the  Ecclesiastical  Institutions — ^a  product 
of  the  Beb'gious  Element — m  form  and  substance  depend  upon  the  e&- 
nographic  peculiarities  of  the  race,  the  tribe,  and  nation,  and  vary  with 
tike  degree  of  dyilization  and  general  culture.  So  the  Theological 
Ideas  of  various  nations,  with  the  Ecclesiastical  Institutions  thence  arising, 
differ  as  much  as  the  Faunas  and  Floras  of  various  countries. 

These  Ecdesiastical  Institutions,  including  therein  all  the  amotions , 
ideas,  and  actions  they  embody,  are  of  human  origin.  They  are  the 
contrivances  which  man  makes  fi>r  his  purpose,  his  machinery  of  reli- 
gion; the  substance  and  the  form  are  alike  human.  But  as  the  Object  of 
reI%iou8  reverence  is  Divine,  not  human,  so  it  comes  to  be  alleged 
that  these  institutions  came  down  straightway  from  God.  Astronomy 
deals  with  the  stars,  and  Navigation  with  tho  de^ :  shall  it  then  be 
said  that  Newton's  Prindpia  and  Blunt's  Coast  Pilot  came  miraculous, 
the  one  from  the  heavens  and  the  other  from  the  sea  I  It  were  not 
more  absurd.  It  does  not  appear  that  any  foreign  element  of  thought 
has  been  added  to  man^  consciousness  since  the  first  creation.  There  is 
perpetual  devdopment  from  witiiin,  no  importation  from  another  sphere. 
As  the  world  of  material  nature  was  fashioned  as  a  perfect  means  for  a 
pedeet  purpose,  so  the  world  of  human  nature  is  equally  adequate  for 
iia  Creator's  design,  ndther  getting  nor  needing  additions  from  any 
f«eign  source.  All  that  is  in  human  consdousnen  originated  there — 
from  man's  contact  witii  his  surroundings,  and  from  himsd£ 


lliere  is  one  great  Idea  common  to  all  Ecdesiastical  Institutions :  the 
Idea  (^  God,  the  Divine  above  the  Human.  All  nations,  above  the 
wild  man,  agree  in  this  points-There  ib  a  God ;  but  differ  in  the  Charac- 
ter and  Conduct  they  ascribe  to  him.  They  agree  as  to  his  Bdng,  and 
difler  as  to  his  bdng  this  or  that    For,  as  the  plants  of  Nova  Zembla 
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differ  from  those  of  Sumatra,  not  less  do  the  Theological  Ideas  of  the 
sayage  differ  from  those  of  the  civilized  and  enlightened.  There  are 
sones  of  religious  as  of  material  rotation,  arctic  and  tropical 


Li  Ecclesiastical  Institutions  there  is  something  which  is  general  hu- 
man, and  helongs  to  all  forms  of  religion  coming  from  nations  in  that 
stage  of  development ;  and  also  something  else  peculiar  to  the  particu- 
lar people.  So  all  men  agree  in  what  makes  them  men,  but  differ  in 
what  makes  one  John  and  the  other  James.  In  the  last  four  or  five 
thousand  years  there  have  been  seven  great  Forms  of  Religion,  or  Ecclesi- 
astical Institutions,  in  the  world, — the  Vedantic,  Old  Indian  of  South 
Asia ;  the  Hebrew;  the  Classic,  Greek  and  Roman ;  theZoroastrian ;  the 
Budhistic;  the  Christian ;  and  the  Mahometan ; — ^which  have  had  a  wide 
and  deep  influence  on  the  welfare  of  mankind.  They  all  have  some 
things  in  common,  while  in  others  they  widely  differ. 

The  Religious  Element — call  it  the  Soul — begins  its  activity  with 
Emotions — ^mere  feelings ;  these  lead  to  Thoughts,  and  they  to  Actions ; 
and  thus,  little  by  little,  Ecclesiastical  Institutions  get  formed,  the  human 
instrument  or  machinery  for  expressing  the  Idea,  embodying  the  Action, 
and  thus  attaining  the  Object  of  the  Religious  Emotion.  These  Institu- 
tions, like  all  others,  are  of  gradual  formation.  Their  influence,  for  good 
or  ill,  depends  on  the  character  of  the  Idea  embodied  therein,  and  on 
their  fitness  for  the  special  nation  who  accepts  it  It  is  machinery  in  the 
human  mill.  When  an  Ecclesiastical  Institution  is  fixed,  and  incapable 
of  progressive  amendment  to  suit  the  advancing  consciousness  of  the 
people,  it  is  a  curse ;  and  the  nation  which  continually  submits  to  it  is 
first  hindered  and  finally  destroyed  thereby.  But  while  nations  perish, 
Mankind  still  survives ;  as  the  Ocean  endures  for  ever,  while  wave  after 
wave  rises  successive  and  successive  falls.  If  Spain  be  spiritually  dead 
— the  once  noble  tree  killed  by  clipping  its  limbs,  and  girdling  its  trunk, 
and  boring  into  its  rootr— other  trees  spring  out  of  the  procreant  earth 
and  grow  to  mighty  colunms  of  green  beauty.  A  living  and  progressive 
nation  is  continually  altering  its  Ecclesiastic  Institutions,  as  it  improves 
its  other  machinery,  industrial  or  political.  Thus  three  thousand  years 
ago  the  Ecclesiastic  Institutions  of  the  Teutonic  people  represented  the 
old  pagan  ideas  of  Divinity,  and  suited  the  worship  of  Thor,  Odin,  or 
Hertba ;  the  Teutons  outgrew  this  form  of  religion,  and  accepted  the 
Roman  Christian  ideas,  with  the  Roman  Christian  institutions ;  these 
were  at  length  passed  by,  and  now  most  of  the  Teutons  have  accepted 
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the  German  Christian  ideas  wMi  the  corresponding  institutions,  and  are 
preparing  for  another  progressive  step. 

Now  in  our  present  Ecclesiastical  Institutions  there  is  an  Inherited 
and  a  Newly-created  part ;  the  old  must  be  revised,  for  while  it  con- 
tains what  is  true,  and  therefore  permanently  good  and  fair,  it  has  also 
tilings  good  for  once  but  not  good  forever,  and  others  not  good  at  alL 
What  fits  must  be  kept,  the  rest  cast  off.  For  the  Ecclesiastical  Institu 
tions,  like  all  other  human  contrivances,  are  amenable  to  perpetual  im- 
provement, and  must  be  made  to  represent  the  total  development  of  the 
nation  which  accepts  and  retains  them. 


There  are  now  three  great  Ecclesiastical  Institutions  which  occupy 
the  civilized  and  half-civilized  parts  of  the  world, — the  Budhistic,  the 
Christian,  the  Mahometan.  These  represent  the  three  great  World- 
Sects  into  which  the  foremost  nations  are  now  divided.  The  Christian 
is  made  up  of  Hebrew,  Zoroastrian,  and  Classic  elements ;  it  contains 
also  some  things  derived  from  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  and  many  more  from 
Paul  of  Tarsus,  who  systematized  what  Jesus  begun  ;  and  yet  others, 
added  from  various  sources  since  his  time. 

There  are  two  things  which  pass  under  the  name  of  "  Christianity." 
One  is  natural  Piety  and  Morality — the  love  of  God  and  the  keeping  of 
His  commandments ;  I  will  here  call  this  the  Christian  Reuoion.  The 
other  is  a  Scheme  of  Theological  Doctrines  and  Opinions  which  from  time 
to  time  have  accumulated,  and  are^  now  brought  down  to  us  with 
numerous  ecclesiastical  ceremonies ;  I  will  call  this  the  CeRisnAN  The- 
ow)GT,  though  in  many  important  matters  it  diflFere  widely  from  the 
recorded  doctrines  and  opinions  of  Jesus  himself. 

It  is  this  Theology  which  shapes  the  Ecclesiastical  Institutions  of 
^brifttendom ;  it  is  the  Idea  whereof  they  are  the  embodiment,  the  Sub- 
stance to  which  they  are  the  Form.  When  priests  and  ministers  speak 
of  "Christianity"  they  commonly  mean  the  "Christian  Theology,"  not 
the  "  Christian  Religion."  Men  who  believe  this  Theology  and  comply 
with  its  circumjacent  ceremonies  are  called  "  Christians ;"  not  such  as 
have  merely  the  **  Christian  Religion,"  who  are  called  only  "amiable  men," 
•^deists,"  "infidels,"  and  the  like.  To  be  "converted"  is  to  accept  this 
Theology  with  its  ceremonies.  Wben  it  is  said,  "  Christianity  frees  the 
slave,  elevates  woman,  humanizes  man,  saves  the  soul,"  the  meaning  is 
that  this  is  done  by  the  Christian  Theology. 

Now  to  understand  the  good  and  ill  of   these  Institutions,  their 
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Belation  to  the  Eeligious  GonsciousnesB  of  tke  Americiui  pec^e,  and  ikeir 
consequent  influence  on  our  present  condition  and  iuture  developmeni, 
let  us  look  at  some  of  the  chief  Ideas  therein — ^that  is,  at  some  of  the 
great  Theological  Doctrines  of  Christendom  itself.  To  do  this  I  will 
treat  of  Christendom  as  a  whole,  looking  only  at  the  great  bulk  of  Chris- 
tians, and  neglecting  certun  small  and  exceptional  bodies  who  reject 
more  or  less  of  those  ideas,  and  whose  power  is  only  infinitesimal.  For 
I  do  not  care  to  inquire  after  the  fate  of  each  single  bucketful  of  wato 
ladled  out  to  moisten  a  lady's  rose-bush,  but  to  learn  the  general  direc- 
tion and  current  of  the  great  stream  of  influence  which  comes  from 
these  institutions. 

DissoMng  away  all  accidental  matter,  I  will  look  only  at  some  sub- 
stantive Ideas  which  are  qualitatively  common  to  all  Christendom  after 
making  the  exceptions  above  referred  to.  I  omit  also  many  excellent 
doctrines  which  the  Christian  has  in  common  with  the  other  World-Sect^ 
and  some  peculiar  to  itself,  and  ask  your  attention  to  the  five  great  False 
Ideas  of  this  Theology  which  are  embodied  in  the  Ecclesiastical  Institutions 
of  Christendom. 

I.  Of  the  False  Idea  of  God. — ^The  ecolesiastieal  Idea  of  Gbd 
represents  him  as  deficient  in  all  the  great  essentials  of  Deity  exc^t  eter- 
nal self-existence.  He  is  imperfect  in  Power,  in  Wisdom,  in  Justice,  in 
Benevolence,  and  in  Holiness — ^Fidelity  to  Himself 

1.  Impeifect  in  Power. — ^He  cannot  accomplish  His  purpose;  the 
Devil,  His  perpetual  enemy,  routs  Him  in  every  great  battle,  and  at  last 
will  fill  an  inmiense  Hell  with  the  damned,  the  pidc  and  flower  of  all 
the  world,  who  stream  thither  in  vast  crowds,  overflowing  the  broad  way 
to  destruction,  while  the  narrow  road  which  leads  the  elect  to  salvati^m 
is  thinly  dotted  ^  with  here  and  there  a  traveller." 

2.  Imperfect  in  Wisdcxn. — ^He  does  not  know  how  His  own  contri- 
vance will  work  until  set  a-going ;  and  then  its  wheels  do  not  nm  in 
human  history  as  in  the  Divine  Head.  Thus  the  ^  Fall "  of  Adam  is  as 
much  a  surprise  to  God  as  to  man ;  only  the  Serpent  understood  it  be- 
forehand. The  wickedness  of  the  human  race,  both  before  and  after  th^e 
'^  flood,^'  is  an  astonishment  to  God,  who  repented  that  He  had  made 
man,  tlie  work  proving  so  defective  and  even  pernicious.  God  learns  by  ex- 
periments, whereof  many  turn  out  &ihxres ;  so  He  must  destroy  His  work 
and  try  again,  not  always  succeeding  the  second  or  third  time — ^nor 
even  in  the  end. 

8.  Imperfect  in  Justice. — ^He  often  violates  the  moral  sense  which 
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He  has  put  into  human  nature,  is  deceitftil  and  intensdy  cruel :  witnesB  the 
command  to  Abraham  for  sacrificing  Isaac,  to  Moses  to  butcher  the 
Canaanites ;  witness  the  triumph  of  the  *^  Lamb  ^  in  the  book  of  Reve- 
bdon,  with  his  Oriental  armj  of  two  hundred  million  cavalry,  destroying 
a  third  part  of  the  human  race  in  one  quarter  of  the  world,  and  the  rest 
oi  his  military  servants  in  the  western  quarter,  in  one  campaign  making 
a  spot  of  blood  on  the  ground  two  hundred  miles  in  its  shortest  diame- 
ter and  thirty-six  inches  deep.*  All  this  is  represented,  not  as  an  inci- 
dent in  the  historioid  development  of  man,  or  as  instrumental  to  some 
advantage  for  any  one,  but  only  as  a  voluntary  purpose  in  the  con- 
sciousness of  God,  an  end  in  itself — ^the  calculated  achievement  of 
His  spontaneous  providence. 

4.  Imperfect  in  His  Benevolence. — For  while  He  loves  some  He  hates 
more,  and  continually  creates  men  foredoomed  to  eternal  damnajjon. 
He  is  a  jealous  God,  and  gives  ^  Salvation  "  in  the  stingiest  way.  Nay, 
vohmtarily  and  on  purpose,  He  created  the  Devil,  who  is  now  a  being 
absolutely  evil.  Of  course  He  created  him  out  of  the  absolute  evil  which 
was  in  Himself — there  could  be  no  other  source  for  this  material,  for 
God's  nature  is  a  terminality  of  beginning  as  well  as  His  purpose  a  finali- 
ty of  ending — ^from  an  evil  motive,  for  an  evil  purpose,  and  as  an  appro- 
priate means  thereunto.  The  Devil  is  not  merely  a  mistake  and  a 
failure,  ^ut  an  intended  marplot  of  the  universe,  a  premeditated  contra- 
ction. This  fly  in  the  ointment  of  the  apothecary  does  no  good  in 
Heaven,  Earth,  or  Hell,  and  is  devised  and  intended  for  no  good, 
helping  neither  any  benevolent  purpose  of  God,  nor  the  development 
of  man. . 

5.  Imperfect  in  His  Holiness. — ^He  does  not  keep  the  integrity  cf 
His  consciousness,  but  wilfully  violates  His  own  better  feelings.  Thus  He 
miraculously  hardens  Pharaoh's  heart,  bewildering  his  counsels ;  sends 
an  evil  spirit  to  Saul,  and  stealthily  excites  David  to  number  the  people 
of  Israel  that  He  might  take  vengeance  upon  them,  thus  deceiving  with 
insprationl 

It  is  plain  that  no  Christian  sect  conceives  of  God  as  infinitely  perfect 
in  power,  wisdom,  justice,  benevolence,  and  holiness.  In  their  general 
description  they  all  claim  absolute  perfection  for  their  notion  of  Deity ; 
in  their  specific  details  of  character  and  conduct  they  all  deny  it  Hie 
Idea  of  the  infinitely  perfect  God  is  foreign  to  the  Christian  Theology. 


*  Soe  Beyelation  ix.  14-18,  andziv.  18—20. 
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n.  Of  the  Falsi  Idea  of  Man. — Man  was  created  ^  in  the  imagd 
and  likeness  of  God,"  but  so  badly  made  that  he  became  an  easy  prey 
to  the  Devil.  His  first  step  was  a  ^  fall,"  which  so  damaged  his  *'  natnre  " 
that  ever  shice  it  has  been  '*  corrupt " — his  action,  even  his  thoughts 
**  only  evil  eoniinually."  His  body  is  damaged,  and  unnaturally  mortal 
— at  present  not  even  living  out  a  tithe  of  the  original  years  of  ev^ 
fallen  man ;  his  mind — and  he  cannot  distinguish  between  troth  and 
error,  unless  a  miracle  intervene,  nor  always  then ;  his  conscience — ^he 
does  not  know  good  from  evil ;  his  heart — which  is  perverse  and  despe- 
rately wicked ;  his  soul — ^that  of  itself  would  neither  love  nor  even  know 
Ood,  or  its  own  immortality.  He  is  **  depraved,"  if  not  **  totally" — which  is 
the  instantial  opinion  of  Christendom — at  least  ^  generally  "  and  "  effect- 
ually," so  that  he  is  substantially  good  for  nothing ;  in  his  flesh  and  his 
spiqt  there  is  "  no  good  thing  I"  He  is  immortal — so  much  the  wone 
for  him  !  What  avails  it  to  increase  the  quantity  of  human  life  while 
the  quality  is  so  bad  and  the  ultimate  ruin  made  sure  of  befordiand? 
Damnation  alone  WMts  for  the  souls  of  the  mass  of  men.  He  can  find  out 
nothing  certain  about  God ;  all  the  holy  men  who  taught  new  religious 
truth  to  mankind  did  not  actively  learn  the  truth  as  men,  but  only  pas- 
sively received  it  from  God,  as  bare  pipes  through  which  His  "  Revelatson'^ 
fibwed  forth :  they  did  not  normally  find  out  a  truth,  but  God  miracu- 
lously gave  them  a  commandment.  ^ 

All  the  rest  of  Qod!s  works  are  ^  perfect ;"  they  turn  out  as  He  meant, 
and  are  adequate  means  for  His  purposes ;  but  man  is  a  fiiilure — this 
wheel  does  not  run  well  in  the  universal  mill,  nor  accomplish  the  pur- 
pose it  was  intended  for !  Nay,  with  all  manner  of  watching  and  mending, 
And  lubricating  with  miracles,  it  works  very  ill,  and  God  is  sorry  He  made 
man  on  the  earth,  and  it  giieves  Him  at  His  heart  1  Man's  hand  is 
p^foct,  his  eye,  his  foot — the  nervous  system  is  complete  and  perfect  aa 
the  solar  system ;  but  his  ^'  Nature,"  his  Heart,"  is  evil,  and  only  evil, 
and  that  continually  I 

HL  Of  the  False  Idea  op  the  Relation  between  God  and 
Man. — There  is  an  antagonism  between  the  two,  total  and  eternal — 
their  "  natures  "  irreconcilably  conflicting ;  depraved  man  at  variance 
with  imperfect  God  I  History  is  chiefly  the  record  of  this  mutual 
hostility  and  conflict,  the  story  of  man's  rebellion  and  God's  ven- 
geance therefor !  Nay,  the  Earth  is  a  monument  of  the  never-ending 
battle ;  the  earthquakes  and  whirlwinds  of  its  great  elements,  the  thorns 
and  thistles  of  vegetatioji,  the  strife  of  beasts  of  prey,  and  the  *^  minor 
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note "  of  the  birds^  all  are  alike  the  consequence  and  the  memorial 
of  this  primeyal  bat  perpetual  Ming  out  between  man  and  God.  Eter- 
mty  vill  repeat  the  antagonism — ^for  as  God  once  swept  off  procreant 
mankind  by  a  transient  flood  of  water,  sparing  but  eight  from  a  world 
of  men,  so  at  last  He  will  ruin  the  majority  of  the  whole  human  race  in 
a  permanent  deluge  of  fire,  wherein  the  million  generations  of  men,  each 
miUioBs  of  millions  strong,  shall  *^  perish  everlastingly,"  in  never-ending 
fiery  rot,  while  He  and  the  Devil  alone  shall  take  delight  in  this  flaming 
massacre,  this  funeral  pile  of  humanity,  where  the  worm  of  agony  dieth  not 
in  the  fire  of  his  wrath,  which  is  not  quenched  forever  and  ever.  So  per- 
ishable Earth  and  ever-enduring  Hell  are  alike  inementoes  of  this  antago- 
nistic relation ;  and  God  and  His  Enemy,  the  Creator  and  the  Destroyer, 
are  made  one  in  their  delight  over  the  torment  of  the  human  race, — the 
Devil  gladdened  that  they  fall  and  are  *Most^'  from  Heaven,  God  rejoi- 
cing that  they  are  damned  and  ^^  found"  in  Hell  I 

All  the  rest  of  man^s  history  is  but  an  exception ;  sin,  misery,  dam- 
natbn  are  instanttal — the  general  rule.  A  golden  thread  of  Divine  grace 
runs  through  the  human  web,  whereon  are  strung  a  few  pearls  of  great 
piiee — ^patriarchs  and  prophets,  saints  and  the  elect— a  fleck  of  white  in  a 
whole  field  of  sackcloth,  which  *^  poor  human  nature"  continually  weaves 
up,  and  dyes  JB^yptian  black  in  the  gall  of  inherited  sin,  the  color  fast 
set  and  bitten  in  by  the  necessitated  guilt  of  the  individual. 

In  the  eecleaastical  conception  of  God  there  is  a  deep  back-ground 
of  evil.  Now  and  then  the  mysterious  doud  is  miraculously  lifted  and 
lets  men  see  the  mountain  summits  of  Anger,  Vengeance,  Jealousy,  and 
Hate,  and  imagine  the  whole  chain  of  Malignity,  Andes  and  Himma- 
layaa  of  Wrath,  hid  underneath  the  veil.  There  is  not  a  book  in  the 
Bible  which  justifies  the  inference  that  God  loves  his  children  who  die  in 
wickedness,  or  that  His  HeU  is  for  the  welfare  of  its  melancholy  inmateSf 
only  for  the  vengeance  of  their  Creator. 

Out  of  this  dark  mass  of  evil  in  Himself  He  created  the  Devil — ab- 
solutely evil — and  Hell ;  both  to  last  forever,  each  a  Finality.  The  Devil 
is  also  a  child  of  God,  but  not  acknowledged — ^turned  off,  an  out-lying 
member  of  the  Divine  family,  the  Ishmael  of  the  Universe,  his  hand 
against  God,  God's  against  him.  But  after  this  mass  of  evil  is  subtract^ 
ed  and  embodied  in  the  Devil,  it  is  plain  that  evil  still  preponderates  in 
the  theological  conception  of  God :  for  He  does  not  bring  the  human  race 
to  a  close,  but  still  goes  on  creating  new  children  of  wrat^,  bowed  down 
with  the  "sin  "  of  "  Adam's  fall,"  before  their  birth  doomed  to  eternal 
wretchedness.     He  might  pardon,  but  He  will  not ;  stop  creation,  but 
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He  keeps  the  world  going  on,  spawning  whole  shoals  of  people  where- 
with to  fatten  in  Hell !  He  might  at  least  annihilate  the  damned ;  but 
even  that  were  too  merciful  for  His  vmdictive  wrath ;  they  must  writhe 
in  their  agony  forever  and  ever ! 

Yet,  though  evil  so  ftir  preponderates  in  the  ecclesiastical  idea  of  God, 
as  shown  in  His  conduct,  some  humane  mercy  is  also  ascribed  to 
Him,  with  corresponding  acts.  He  wishes  to  save  a  few  brands  from 
the  burning  of  the  world,  to  give  some  other  men  glimpses  of  a  prospect 
of  escape  from  ruin.  So  He  prepares  a  scheme  of  ^  Redemption  "  for  a 
few— exceptions  to  the  ruin  of  the  rest 

rV.  Of  the  False  Idea  of  Inspiratiok. — God  communicated  cer- 
tain doctrines  to  various  men,  Doctrines  of  Revelation.  They  were  not 
found  out  by  the  normal  action  of  the  various  human  faculties — intel- 
lectual, moral,  a£fectional  and  religious — ^for  then  they  would  be  of  hu- 
man origin,  and,  like  other  opinions,  amenable  to  mankind ;  but  they 
were  miraculously  given  by  God  himself  to  men  in  an  abnormal  pas- 
sivity of  their  various  human  faculties;  and  are,  accordingly,  of  Divine 
origin,  not  at  all  amenable  to  mankind.  They  are  foreign  plants  mirac- 
ulously brought  from  Heaven  and  set  out  in  our  niggardly  human  soil  In- 
spiration takes  place  in  this  manner :  the  Spirit  of  God  takes  transient  or 
continuous  possession  of  a  special  person  and  acts  through  him ;  so  the  ac- 
tion is  God^s  and  not  man's — God  the  artist,  man  the  tool.  The  doctrines 
thus  miraculously  communicated  are  infallible  and  authoritative — the 
standard  measure  of  religion  and  morality.  They  are  also  a  Finality — ^when 
the  revelation  is  once  ended,  nothing  is  ever  to  be  added  thereto ;  nought 
taken  away.  Revelation  to  one  man  is  binding  on  all :  thus  words  uttered 
by  a  half-civilized  Hebrew,  many  centuries  ago,  in  a  state  of  ecstacy,  or 
dream,  or  fit  of  wrath,  must  now  be  taken  for  the  infallible  oracles  of  God, 
by  a  man  born  with  the  highest  genius  and  furnished  with  the  most  ample 
culture  which  the  human  race  can  bestow.  He  must  accept  every  doc- 
trine of  Revelation,  though  in  direct  variance  with  the  noblest  instincts 
of  human  nature  and  the  demonstrations  of  human  science.  These  doc- 
trines of  Revelation,  thus  actively  communicated  by  God  and  passively 
received  by  some  man,  are  to  be  accounted  as  the  Primitive  Source  oi 
Theological  Ideas — the  fountain  of  all  our  knowledge  of  God  and  what 
pertains  to  Religion ;  human  refection  and  imagination  may  only  develope, 
but  must  not  transcend,  what  lies  latent  in  these  seeds  of  knowledge ! 

V.  Of  the  False  Idea  of  Salvation. — ^In  consequence  of  the  mis- 
step and  "fall"  of  Adam,  God  is  permanently  angry  with  the  human 
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noe  and  incUDed  to  damn  all  men  ta  eternal  torment  But  His  wrath 
has  been  somewhat  mitigated,  appeased  and  diverted  from  certain  per- 
sons in  this  manner :  The  Divine  Being  is  composed  of  three  undivided 
personalities,  who  are  equal  in  all  respects.  The  second  person — called 
die  Son,  tiioogh  eternal  and  self-subsistent,  as  much  as  the  first  person, 
the  Father—bj  His  own  will  and  consent  becomes  a  man,  *^  incarnated  " 
in  Jesus  of  Nazareth, "  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God,"  **  bom  of  a  virgin,'^ 
with  DO  other  hmnan  parent  He  takes  on  himself  all  the  wrath  which 
God  the  Father  i^t  for  mankind,  is  crucified,  and  thus  one  undivided 
third  part  of  the  unchangeable  and  eternal  God  dies — ^yet  the  sum  total 
of  GU>dhead  is  not  diminished  by  this  temporary  subtraction — but 
comes  to  fife  again  and  rises  from  the  dead.  The  "  sufierings  ^  of  the  Son 
are  an  ^infinite  expiation^  and  ^satisfisu^ion"  to  God  for  the  sins  of  men, 
who  may  thus  escape  from  Hell  by  his  ^vicarious  atonement.**  His 
''merits*'  are  transferred  to  their  account,  and  they  may  advance  to 
Heaven  through  his  **  imputed  righteousness,"  the  "  Divine  condition  "  of 
Sahation.  But  men  receive  this  Divine  Salvation — deliverance  from  Hell 
by  vicarious  atonement,  and  admission  to  Heaven  by  imputed  righteous- 
ness—on  curtain  terms,  the  **  human  condition  "  of  Salvation.  And  the 
terms  are  such  that,  of  all  who  have  hitherto  lived,  the  "saved  "  are  a 
most  pitiful  fruction  compared  to  the  **  lost ! "  Hell  is  roomy  and  crowd- 
ed, while  Heaven  is  narrow,  but  with  many  mansions  all  unoccupied ! 
The  great  mass  of  men,  before  their  birth,  are  doomed  to  eternal  torment, 
whence  no  act  of  theire  can  set  them  free.  The  whole  "  scheme  of  Re- 
demption," with  the  doctrines  of  Revelation,  the  incarnation,  crucifixion, 
and  reeurrecdon  of  one  undivided  third  part  of  the  Godhead,  Salvation 
by  Christ,  has  no  other  result  but  to  save  a  handful,  gleaned  miracu- 
loasly  frxMn  the  earthly  field,  while  the  great  bulk  of  the  human  harvest, 
grown  in  so  many  centuries  and  reaped  down  by  Death,  is  shocked  up  by 
the  Devil  for  the  threshing-floor  of  Hell,  where  he  and  his  angels  shall  fiail 
at  them  fiHever  and  ever,  and  winnow  th^n  with  a  fiery  tempest  of  wrath, 
whidi  kslB  throughout  all  etemi^. 

These  five  False  Ideas  are  common  to  the  three  great  parties  into 
which  the  Christian  Sect  is  divided — ^to  the  Greek  Church,  the  Latin 
Church,  and  the  German  Oiurch.  They  all  share  the  idea  of  an  imper- 
fect God — of  a  depraved  and  almost  worthless  human  nature — of  a  re- 
lation of  perpetual  antagonism  between  God  the  Creator  and  Man  His 
work — of  a  miraculous  Inspiration,  limited  to  a  few  persons — of  a  vica- 
rious Salvation,  which  helps  only  a  few,  while  it  leaves  the  great  majori- 
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ty  of  maDkind  to  perish  forever.  These  five  Fidse  Ideas  are  the  chief 
thing  in  these  Ecclesiastical  Institutions,  which  take  thence  their  peculiar 
form  and  special  activity. 

Omit,  for  the  present,  the  specialities  of  the  Gredc  Church,  which 
does  not  now  influence  the  destinies  of  America,  and  consider,  for  a  mo- 
ment, the  peculiar  doctrine  of  the  Latin  and  German  Churches — the  other 
two-thirds  of  Christendom.  To  the  above  five  p(»ntft  common  to  all 
Christendom,  the  Latin  or  Roman  Catholic  Churdi  adds  these  two  ideas. 

1.  The  Roman  Church — that  is,  practically,  the  clei^  thereof — are 
the  sole  depositary  of  the  miraculous  Revelation,  and  are  still  miraculously 
and  in&Uibly  inspired.  They  alone  have,  in  its  fulness,  the  Traditional 
part  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Institution — as  well  oral  as  written ;  they  alone 
can  produce  the  Original  part — which  is  only  a  development  of  the  germ 
in  the  Old.  Thus  they,  and  they  alone,  can  interpret  the  Divine  Ideas  of 
Revelation  and  adn[iinister  the  Divine  Institutions  thence  arising.  They 
continue  the  state  of  Inspiration,  miraculously  preservmgthe  old,  miracu- 
lously developing  the  new. 

2.  The  Roman  Church — that  is,  practroally,  its  clergy-Hs  the  exeltt- 
sive  steward  of  this  "  Salvation  by  Christ,"  appointed  as  the  agent  of  God 
with  a  special  power  of  attorney  from  Him  to  do  all  matters  and  things 
which  He  might  do  were  He  actually  resident  on  the  earth,  whence  He 
has  now  withdrawn  and  seceded.  The  Roman  Church  is  to  dictate  this 
terms  on  which  this  Salvation  shall  be  served  out  to  nations  and  indi- 
vidual persons ;  to  bind  or  loose  in  doctrine,  advancing  men  to  Heaven, 
or  relegating  them  to  Hell.  She  is  the  actual  vicegerent  and  r^Nresenta- 
tive  of  God  on  earth  ;  substantially  is  God. 

In  virtue  of  these  two  ideas,  the  Roman  Church  determines  the  doc- 
trines to  be  believed  and  the  deeds  to  be  done  as  a  condition  of  Salvation. 
She  is  a  Finality,  is  the  Norm  of  faith  and  works.  Conformity  therewith 
is  the  exclusive  condition  of  present  favor  and  final  acceptance  with  God* 
Xhere  must  be  no  ultimate  free  spiritual  Individuality  iu  religious  matters' 
no  private  judgment  in  theology,  as  she  is  God's  vicar  to  determine  the- 
ological thought  and  religious'action,  for  each  individual  taking  the  place 
of  mind  and  conscience,  heart  and  soul ;  and  as  the  human  faculties  are 
'^  totally  depraved,"  and  she  "  in&Uibly  inspired,"  it  is  a  great  gain  for 
the  human  race  to  have  their  spiritual  work  done  for  them  by  so  compe- 
tent a  hand. 

The  Roman  Church  claims  to  be  a  Divine  Institution,  not  at  all  hu* 
man  in  origin,  function,  or  responsibility,  but  wholly  of  God ;  and  even 
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to  Him  amenable  only  as  a  part  of  Himself  an  expansion  of  the  God- 
head. No  amoant  of  contradiction  in  the  Catholic  doctrines,  or  of  wick- 
edness in  the  infallible  heads  of  the  Church,  diminishes  the  Divinity  of 
the  institution.  She  is  one  and  indivisible,  with  absolute  unity  of  doc- 
trinal substanoe  and  practical  form ;  no  sects  can  be  allowed,  no  histori- 
cal progress  in  doctrine,  for  the  ultimatum  was  attained  at  the  very 
banning.  Accordingly  the  function  of  the  Catholic  priest  is  to  admin- 
ister the  miraculous  Revelation — to  dictate  with  authority  the  doctrines 
to  be  believed,  the  woric  to  be  done — and  to  conununicate  the  vicarious 
Salvatioa 

n.  The  German  or  Protestant  Church,  entertaining  these  five  False 
Ideas  common  to  Christendom,  rejects  the  two  subsidiary  which  are  pro- 
per only  to  the  Roman  Church,  and  developes  this,  which  is  her  own 
peculiar  and  distinctive  opinion  :  The  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testament  are  the  sole  depositary  of  the  miraculous  Revelation  ;  they 
determine  the  doctrines  to  be  believed,  the  works  to  be  done,  the  con- 
ditions of  Salvation.  They  are  the  Finality,  the  Norm  of  faith  and 
works.  Conformity  with  them  is  the  indispensable  condition  of  present 
favor  and  final  acceptance  with  God.  Men  must  take  the  Bible  as  mas- 
ter;  it  is  Divine  in  origin,  function,  and  responsibility ;  nay,  it  is  only 
an  expansion  of  God.  To  Uie  Catholic  the  Latin  Church  is  God,  Deity 
embodied  in  the  priesdiood ;  to  the  Protestant  the  Bible  is  God,  Deity 
hound  up  in  a  collection  of  books.  The  Bible  contains  all  that  man 
needs  in  theological  matters,  now  and  hereafter,  all  he  can  ever  get — 
for  it  is  not  only  God's  word,  but  his  last  word,  his  last  Will  and  Testa* 
m^t,  for  though  living  elsewhere  He  is  now  seceded  and  deceased  from 
all  direct  communication  with  man.  There  is  no  Inspiration  now  ;*it  is 
all  ended,  the  stream  run  dry.  The  Bible  is  signed,  sealed  and  deliv* 
ered  as  and  for  the  last  Will  and  Testament  of  Almighty  God. 

But  as  there  is  no  miraculous  expounder  of  the  miraculous  Revelation, 
every  man  may  and  must  interpret  the  Bible  for  himself.  This  is  the 
weak  part  of  this  Bodesiastical  Institution  considered  as  a  Finality: 
Eadi  man  has  the  right  of  private  judgment,  to  determine  the  canon — 
what  is  Scripture;  and  the  interpretation — what  Scripture  means. 
There  may  be  individuality  of  opinion  in  Religion  as  elsewhere.  Within 
the  yds  (^  the  Bible  there  is  room  for  speculation.  Nay,  logically,  the 
authority  of  the  Bible  itself  is  to  be  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  indi* 
vidual  before  he  accepts  it  as  his  master.  Hence  there  can  be  no  Unity 
<tf  Doctrine  or  of  Form  with  the  Protestants ;  and  at  the  beginning  the 
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Teutonic  lodividaalitm  dove  the  new  Chorch  into  many  parties,  each 
having  the  general  opinion!  of  Protestantism  and  the  special  notions  of 
Episcopalians,  Congregationalists,  and  so  forth. 

The  function  of  the  Protestant  minister  is  to  administ^  the  Bible, 
which  contains  the  miraculous  balm  of  Salvation  for  the  nn  of  d^>raTed 
human  nature ;  he  must  set  forth  the  most  important  parts  of  the  Bible, 
the  doctrines,  which  are  the  essential  and  medicative  substance  of  this 
balm.  Hence  come  the  efforts  to  distribute  the  Bible— ^e  word  of 
God — and  doctrinal  tracts,  which  contain  the  Extraot  of  Bible,  the  qumt* 
essence  of  the  word  of  God.  For  as  the  strength  of  Samson  lay  not  in 
his  bones  and  muscles  and  sinews,  but  only  in  his  hair,  so  the  efScient 
and  salvatory  power  of  the  Bible  lies  not  in  those  beaotiftLl  parts  which 
teach  Natural  Piety  and  Natural  Morality,  but  only  in  its  Theological 
Doctrines — especially  in  those  five  False  Ideas  above  set  forth,  which  theo* 
logical  chemistry  distils  therefrom. 

In  both  the  Catholic  and  the  Protestant  Churches  all  the  fundamen- 
tal Theological  Doctrines  are  taught  on  External  Authority ;  the  last  ap- 
peal for  the  acceptance  of  doctrines  is  not  to  the  consciousness  of  the 
individual  believer  pronouncing  them  just  and  true,  but  to  the  miraculous 
Revelation  declaring  them  Divine  commands ;  not  to  the  Spirit  of  God 
now  in  me,  but  what  is  alleged  to  have  been  the  Spbit  of  God  in  some 
man  long  since  dead  and  gone.  Science  rests  on  focts  of  oonsdousBeas 
and  facts  of  observation,  it  is  therefore  '^pro&ne;"  theology  on  the 
"  Said-80 "  of  somebody,  often  of  an  anonymous  writer  in  a  rude  and 
uncertain  age,  and  is  "  Divine."  One  has  the  evidence  of  human  nature  in 
us,  and  the  world  of  matter  out  of  us,  and  so  roots  into  consciousness  and 
observation ;  the  other  comes  from  the  dictation  of  a  minister  or  a  priest, 
who  dogmatizes  at  will  about  man,  God,  and  the  most  important  of  aU 
human  concerns,  and  does  not  root  into  our  spontaneous  or  refteoted 
consciousness,  and  like  doctrines  of  Philosophy  grow  thence,  but  la  only 
grasped  by  the  will  and  thereby  is  retuned. 

In  the  Catholic  Church  I  ask, ''  What  is  Truth ;  what  is  Religion  t "  I 
am  sent  to  the  Opinion  of  the  Catholic  Church,  which  I  must  believe, 
not  because  it  is  true — ^for  that  would  imply  that  I  can  myself  determine 
what  is  true — but  because  the  infallible  Church  says  it  most  be  believed. 
So,  as  evidence  of  a  Thedogical  Doctrine — ^the  existence  of  God,  the  ina* 
mortality  of  the  soul — ^I  have  the  word  of  a  Roman  priest  i 

In  the  Protestant  Church  I  ask  the  same  question,  and  am  sent  to 
the  Opinion  of  somebody  in  the  New  Testament  or  the  Old.    I  am  told 
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to  believe  the  doctrine,  not  because  it  is  true,  conformable  to  my  own 
nature,  but  because  it  is  written  in  the  infallible  Scriptures.  And  as 
evidence  fbr  a  Theological  Doctrine — the  nature  of  God,  or  man,  or  daily 
doty— I  have  the  word  of  somebody  in  the  Bible  I 

Thus  in  both  divisions  of  the  Western  Church  the  free  spirit  of  hu- 
manity is  shut  out,  and  we  are  referred  to  an  outward  standard,  not  one 
within  manldnd.  I  ask  the  Catholic,  "How  do  you  know  your  Church 
isinfiJHble  t"  and  the  Protestant, "  What  is  the  proof  of  the  Divinity  and 
infallibleness  of  your  Bible  I "  but  neither  has  any  valid  argument  to  offer ; 
eadi  assumes  the  chief  point  on  which  all  else  depends,  and  puts  a  master 
on  the  neck  of  mankind.  The  inquirer  is  not  to  ask, "  What  is  true— con- 
ibrmable  to  the  instincts  and  reflections  of  human  nature  ? "  only,  "  What 
B  ecclesiastical  and  of  the  Church  ?  or.  What  is  Scriptural  and  of  the 
Bible  f  ••  Thus  the  outside  caprice  of  some  man,  often  of  some  unknown 
man,  is  made  to  take  precedence  of  the  facts  of  the  universe.  God  is 
postponed  and  a  priest  preferred. 

What  is  yet  worse,  in  both  the  Latin  and  the  German  Church,  much 
more  stress  is  laid  on  the  Christian  Theology  than  on  the  Christian  Re- 
hgion.  Natural  Rety,  Natural  Morality — the  Religion  of  Human  Na- 
tote— is  thought  good  for  nothing;  stigmatized  as  **  Deism,"  **  Infidelity  '* 
which  ''saves  nobody,"  "  good  to  live  with,  not  to  die  by.**  Religion  is 
accessory,  Theology  principal. 

In  the  Christian  Theology  there  are  doctrines,  good  and  bad,  much 
cUer  than  Jesus,  things  from  him  and  his  time,  many  from  a  later  date. 
The  Christian  Church  was  the  residuary  legatee  of  the  Institutions  it 
slew,  or  which  perished  without  such  foreign  aid.  It  retained  many 
of  the  best  things  of  Hebrew  and  Heathen  antiquity ;  one  thing  it  left 
oat  of  its  treasury — free  Individuality  of  Spirit,  Freedom  in  Philosophy, 
Freedom  in  Religion.  Tet  it  was  this  which  made  the  moralists,  poets 
and  philosophers  of  the  Heathen  institutions,  the  prophets  and  psalm- 
ists of  the  Hebrew  institutions ;  yes,  it  made  Jesus  and  his  Apos- 
tles. The  Church  kept  the  child's  swaddling  bands,  the  fictitious  like- 
ness of  father  and  mother,  the  gossip  of  nurses,  and  the  little  cradle, 
but  it  shook  out  the  live  baby ;  it  kept  the  wonderful  draught  of  fishes 
which  toilsome  mankind  had  caught,  called  it  *^  miraculous,"  and  then 
forbwL  all  persons  to  cast  net  or  angle  in  the  great  Deep  of  Humanity, 
whence  it  had  been  taken.  Hereafter  that  ocean  must  be  shunned  as 
a  Dead  Sea;  and  fishers  therem  must  be  held  blasphemous,  and  burned 
with  the  fire  prepared  for  the  Devil  and  his  angds. 
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There  is  one  great  scheme  of  Theology  common  to  the  Ohristiaft 
Sects :  it  was  gradually  formed  in  the  Dark  and  Middle  Ages,  and 
contains  both  good  and  evil  It  was  a  growth  out  of  huoaan  nature^ 
perhaps  as  imavoidable,  under  the  circumstances,  as  the  particQlar 
schemes  of  agriculture,  or  politics  of  that  time,  coming  as  the  feudal 
system,  as  alchemy,  and  astrology,  and  other  eiperimepts  of  man.  Of 
course  the  Ecclesiastical  Institutions  are  no  more  supernatural  than  the 
pattern  of  merchant-ships,  or  the  Constitution  of  the  Republic  of  B$m 
Marino.  Mistakes  in  the  Form  of  Religion — ^feelings,  opinions,  actiona — 
are  no  more  surprising  than  mistakes  in  the  Form  of  the  Family  or  tbe 
Community ;  false  ideas  in  Theology  not  more  astonishing  than  in 
philosophy  or  business — which  are  all  attempts  at  progress,  and  advanoe 
by  experiment  But  these  Ecclesiastical  Institutions  are  foroed  On  man 
as  "  Divine,"  of  ^'miraculous  origin."  The  Catholic  priest  says,  **  Th^ 
Church  is  all  glorious,  not  a  spot  or  blemish  on  her,"  and  ^  out  of  the 
Church  is  no  salvation."  The  Protestant  minister  says,  ^  The  Soriptnrea 
are  all  Divine,  no  human  wrinkle  in  the  Divine  leaves,  where  lospira^ 
tion  yet  flutters,  and  wherein  Revelation  is  written ;  out  of  the  KUe 
there  is  no  salvation ! "  It  is  easy  to  be  mistaken :  it  is  also  not  diffi- 
cult to  deceive  others,  at  least  to  make  the  attempt  Is  this  innooait 
error,  or  pernicious  deception  I  The  clergy  are  the  most  learned  body 
in  Christendom ;  are  they  also  the  most  stupid  f  Men  ¥rill  answer  this 
question  as  tliey  must  The  Church  and  the  State  are  ruled  by  men 
tempted  alike,  perhaps  equally  honest  There  is  wicked  legialatiom 
wicked  doctrinization — good  also  in  both  kinds. 

These  Ecclesiastical  Institutions  of  Christendom  contain  much  good ; 
but  their  worst  things  rest  on  the  same  ^  Divine  Revelation,"  and  daim  the 
same  "  supernatural  authority."  The  same  *'  Revelation  "  gives  us  GK>d, 
and  the  dreadful  malignity  of  God ;  a  little  spot  of  Heaven  it  gives  ua, 
and  then  crowds  humanity  down  into  its  bottomless  Hell,  roaring  with 
that  infernal  sea's  immeasurable  taunt  at  our  endless  agony.  The  same 
fountain  gives  us  a  little  brook  of  sweet  fair  water,  enough  for  a  houae- 
hold,  and  then  drowns  the  worid  in  a  deluge  of  helWfire. 

A  chain  is  no  stronger  than  its  weakest  link ;  if  the  rest  be  of  iron, 
and  one  joint  only  be  of  straw,  when  the  weight  is  put  on  the  chain 
snaps  in  its  weakest  part  With  these  notorious  faults  in  it,  the  ^mi- 
raculous Communication  from  God,"  its  "in&lUble  Revdation,"  die 
"authoritative  Rule,"  is  good  for  nothing;  its  "Hell"  destroys  its 
Heaven,"    and  the  malignant  and  foolish  Character  it  ascribes  to  Ood 
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makes  ita  testimony  as  to  the  Existence  of  God  utterly  worthless.  The 
chain  which  let  down  Qod  to  our  sight  breaks  off  at  tbe  link  of  Devil. 
Allow  me  to  take  the  chain  to  pieces,  and  use  the  good  sound  metal, 
dther  in  its  present  form  when  thus  serviceable,  or  as  old  iron  to  be 
heated  afresh  and  wrought  into  new  shapes  for  use  or  beauty,  it  is  of 
great  value.  The  links  of  sand  and  straw  may  go  for  what  they  are 
worth,  the  magazine  of  iron  serves  our  purpose.  But  if  we  must  use  it 
as  a  chain,  it  is  not  only  good  for  nothing,  holding  no  weight,  but  still 
woiso  than  nothing,  flEuIing  when  we  rely  on  it  most,  and,  beside 
ihat^  falling  upon  our  heads. 

But  what  can  stand  against  the  Spirit  of  Mankind  ?  Chain  the 
wind !  Let  me  see  you !  It  bloweth  where  it  listeth.  In  the  sixteenth 
eentury  the  Free-thinkers  of  Europe,  who  were  only  the  head  of  a  col- 
mnn  of  doubt  which  reached  across  the  Dark  Ages,  attacked  the  Infial- 
fibility  of  the  Romish  Church.  Down  went  the  outer  wall,  and  through 
its  wide  breach  all  North  Germany,  Scandinavia,  Anglo-Saxondom, 
with  half  Holland  and  Switzerland,  marched  forth  to  new  fields.  In  vain 
did  atheistic  Rome  let  off  her  mock  lightnings  and  stage  thunders  at 
Luther  and  Calvin ;  the  Latin  herd  of  Bulls  went  down  before  the  ter- 
rible diarge  of  Teutonic  horse,  led  by  such  champions  as  Gustavus  and 
Cromwell.    The  whole  camp  of  Christian  Theology  was  in  confusion. 

Other  Free-thinkers  followed ;  the  Socinians,  with  their  coadjutors,  at- 
tacked the  Trinity.  **  Qod  is  one,"  said  they,  "  not  triple ;  Jesus  is  not 
Jehovah :  the  Son  not  the  Father.  God  cannot  be  bom,  be  a  baby,  a 
boy,  a  man,  and  then  die.  It  is  not  in  the  Bible ;  if  it  were,  we  would 
believe  it ;  we  renounce  the  Trinity."  So  there  rose  up  the  Unitarians — 
not  very  numerous,  but  powerful  through  their  arguments  and  charac- 
ter. In  turn  the  Trinitarians  screamed  their  maledictions.  "  You  are 
no  followers  of  Jesus,  not  Christians;  yon  have  denied  the  Ijord  that 
bought  you.  God  not  die  I  Did  not  God  the  Father  *  make  bare  his 
red  right  arm,  and  on  Calvary  stab  through  and  kill  his  only  begotten 
Son !  *  Without  God  manifested  in  Christ,  we  should  not  know  any 
God  at  all.  You  are  Atheists  I"  But  a  new  breach  was  made  in  the 
mediaeval  wall  of  Christendom,  and  other  men  marched  forth.  The 
whole  citadel  of  Theology  was  again  in  peril. 

Hien  kind-hearted  men,  free-thinking  further  yet,  said,  <<  There  can  be 
DO  such  thing  as  eternal  damnation ;  God  is  not  a  Devil,  He  is  a  Father ; 
there  is  no  future  torment  at  all,  or  if  any,  it  is  correction  in  love,  not 
revenge  in  hate.  Listen  to  all  these  blessed  beatitudes  of  Old  Testament 
and  New ;  eternal  Hell  is  not  in  the  Bible :  if  it  were  we  should  believe 
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it^*  A  greit  oatcry  was  made  against  these  lovers  of  mankiod.  **  Whail 
give  up  Hell;  our  own  eternal  Hell  ? "  exclaimed  the  damnationists.  ^'  You 
have  taken  away  our  Lord,  and  we  know  not  where  you  have  laid  Him ; 
there  can  he  no  Religion  if  eternal  torment  do  not  scare  depraved  man 
out  of  his  senses."  Still  this  denial  went  on  and  multiplied,  and  a  third 
great  hreach  was  made  in  the  hattled  wall,  while  all  the  Ecclesiastical 
Institutions  shook  as  Hell  was  wrenched  away  from  underneath  that  cor- 
ner of  the  Church. 

These  breaches  cannot  be  filled  up ;  the  German  Protestant  goes  not 
back  to  the  "  Infallible  Roman  Church  ;^  the  Unitarian  has  consulted 
his  ^  carnal  reason,*^  and  no  longer  believes  that  the  Eternal  God  once  lay, 
newly  born,  a  baby  in  the  arms  of  his  virgin  mother,  and  was  fed  from 
her  bosom ;  the  Universalist  returns  no  more  to  the  "  doctrine  of  devils," 
but  refuses  to  worship  a  God  who  would  damn  even  a  New  England 
stealer  of  men.  Who  can  annul  a  fact  f  The  charmed  wall  of  Christian 
Theology  is  cloven  through  in  three  places  Shall  mankind  build  up  the 
breach  ?  It  were  as  easy  to  reverse  the  motion  of  the  great  rivers  of  the 
continent,  and  make  the  Atlantic  ascend  the  St.  Iiawrence,  climb  up  the 
ateep  of  Niagara,  and  empty  its  vast  volume  into  the  Lake  of  the  Woods. 

But,  in  the  great  body  of  the  Christian  Church  this  old  Theology  still 
prevails.  The  Catholics  outnumber  the  Protestants  as  three  to  two,  all 
the  Celto-Romanic  nations  yet  cleave  to  the  Latm  Church, and  are  shut 
up  in  the  clenched  fist  of  the  Pope.  With  the  greater  part  of  the  Prot- 
estants Hell  and  the  Trinity  are  still  treasured  in  their  ^  creed."  Even 
the  Unitarians  and  Universalists  cleave  to  "  Salvation  by  Christ,"  which 
means  nothmg  in  Theology  unless  Christ  be  a  God-man  to  save,  and 
there  be  also  "  a  dreadful  fiery  Hell"  of  eternal  duration,  and  wrath  of  God 
kept  forever,  which  we  are  to  be  saved  from :  they  cleave  to  external 
authority,  and  will  not  credit  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  or  the  obliga- 
tions of  duty,  unless  they  find  it  written  in  the  Bible  and  confirmed  by 
"miracles."  So  in  Theology  they  know  no  ultimate  God  but  of  paper» 
which  they  worship  instead  of  the  Infinite  Cause  and  Providence  of  the 
Universe,  who  confixjnts  us  ever,  go  we  where  we  may.  Accordingly 
they  also  accept  the  old  "  Revelation  "  as  the  Ultima  Thule  of  Religion, 
spurn  the  thought  of  new  Inspiration  good  as  the  old,  and  count  it 
blasphemy  to  suppose  there  ever  can  be  another  man  as  wise  and  reli- 
gious as  Jesus  of  Nazareth  I  So  the  littlest  of  sects  must  have  their  de- 
fenders of  the  faith  to  hoot  out  "  Infidel,"  "  Deist,"  and  put  a  fence  high 
as  the  Roman  wall  about  the  little,  transient^  thin-soiled  smnmergard^ 
of  cooling  fruits.    In  each  sect  of  Protestantism  it  is  still  a  heresy  to  be- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


19 

fieve  Theologio  Truth  because  it  is  true,  or  to  hope  for  progress  beyond 
the  Ecclesiastical  Institutions  of  Christendom. 

But  a  movement  more  important  than  that  of  Luther  has  long  been 
going  forward.  Men  deny  all  these  five  False  Ideas,  and  undermine  the 
Ibunda^n  of  the  Christian  Theology,  the  miraculous  Revelation  itself. 
Here  come  the  '*  Deists"  of  the  seventeenth  and  other  centuries,  and  the 
powerful  mockers  from  various  ages,  who,  though  sitting  in  the  seat  of 
the  scornful,  have  yet  done  mankind  great  service  with  the  terrible  arrows 
of  dieir  wit  Here  also  come  the  philosophers  of  many  a  wiser  school, 
diaterial  and  transcendental. 

In  the  seventeenth  century,  in  the  age  of  Bacon,  Milton,  Newton, 
Locke,  out  of  die  midst  of  the  uneducated  peasantry  of  England,  there 
lOse  upa  man  gifted  with  great  genius  for  Religion,  its  emotions  and  its 
ideaa,  and  taught  truths  whose  size  and  beauty  amazed  the  thoughtful 
world.  At  one  step  Geoige  Fox  went  centuries  in  advance  of  Christen- 
dom. He  feh  that  the  Ecclesiastical  Institutions  of  his  time  were  not  final ; 
€iat  "  Christianity"  itself  is  not  God's  last  word  and  dying  confession ; 
that  the  Spirit  of  God  in  us  must  not  be  driven  out  to  let  in  the  word  of 
some  other  man,  for  God  in  the  soul  is  greater  than  all  Bibles  out  of  it 
He  did  not  comprehend  his  own  great  sentiments ;  yet  here  and  there 
ik  emodon  broke  forth  into  noble  doctrines.  But  the  age  was  too 
early ;  he  and  his  friends  turned  back  to  the  Ecclesiastical  Institutions  of 
the  tune,  and  also  worshipped  the  stocks  and  stones  of  an  alleged  Reve- 
lation, grieving  away  the  free  spirit  of  God  which  comes  like  new  morn- 
ing to  ail  risen  souls — ^yea,  to  all  the  slumbering  and  such  as  will  not 
wake.  "  Oppression  maketh  wise  men  mad,"  and  the  attractions  of  the 
Chnstian  Theology  may  easily  draw  even  a  great  man  from  the  self-sub- 
sistency  of  pure  human  religion.    It  is 

"  The  most  difficult  of  tasks  to  keep 
Heights  which  the  Boul  is  competent  to  gain,''* 

The  succeeding  Quakers  were  still  more  easily  satisfied  with  the  poor 
ideas  which  the  Christian  Theology  offered  of  God,  of  Man,  of  their  Re- 
lation, of  miraculous  and  finished  Inspiration,  and  Salvation  by  another's 
Mood ;  they  contented  themselves  with  making  broad  their  phylacteries, 
with  ffiilarging  the  borders  of  their  garments,  and  being  called  of  men 
^  thee  "  and  ^  thou."  But  while  listening  for  the  echo  of  footsteps  taken 
ihousands  of  years  gone  by,  they  heeded  not  the  beauteous  Presence 
then  and  there  pasung  before  them,  and  not  &r  firom  each.    No 
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wonder  their  prophetic  blossom  fell  idle,  and  they  brought  no  fruit  to 
perfection.  But  the  rise  of  such  men  as  John  Woolman,  Job  Scott, 
Elias  Hicks  and  a  few  others,  as  well  men  as  women,  showed  that  the 
ashes  which  a  Christian  Theology  raked  over  Fox  and  Nayler,  and  Barclay 
and  Penn,  could  not  smother  the  seeds  of  fire  which  Ood  planted  in 
human  nature,  and  with  the  fresh  breath  of  Inspiration  quickens  to 
new  and  fair  Religious  Life.     How  vain  to  worship  an  idol  I 

"  Thou,  Thou  alone  art  everlasting,  and  the  blessed  Sphrita 
Which  thou  includest  as  the  Sea  her  waves." 

All  along,  in  all  the  ages  of  populous  mankind,  there  have  risen  up 
Sons  of  the  Spirit  who  sccMned  the  little  Theologies  of  Hebrew,  or  Hea- 
then, or  Christian  Churches,  left  such  farthing  candles  under  the  priest^s 
bushel,  or  the  couch  of  a  nun,  and  in  the  light  of  God's  morning  went 
forth  amid  the  grass  and  the  flowers  of  Nature,  catching  the  song  of 
earliest  birds,  and,  like  the  newly  risen  sun,  serving  and  praismg  God  by 
their  free,  joyous  life  of  daily  duty.  When  shall  we  dose  the  lists 
and  seek  Truth  no  more  ?  When  Humanity  gives  up  the  ghost  The 
loving  of  the  maiden  is  beautiful  and  joyous  as  the  wedlock  of  the  bride. 
Noble  German  Luther  said,  "If  God  would  stand  before  me^  Tmtb  in 
his  right  hand,  Search  for  Truth  in  the  left,  and  say,  *  Choose,  Maiiin^ 
which  thou  wilt,'  I  would  bow  me  down  at  his  left  hand  and  say,  *  Oh  I 
Father,  give  me  Search  after  Truth ;  though  I  wander  and  fell  into 
many  an  error,  I  will  journey  ever  forward  and  upward  unto  Thee  V  " 

Now  all  the  Sects  in  America  share  these  False  Ideas,  and  rest  them 
on  a  basis  which  they  pretend  is  Divine.  They  know  only  an  imperfect 
God,  a  depraved  Mankind  and  an  antagonistic  Relation  between  the 
two ;  no  Revelation  but  one  miraculous,  unnatural  and  long  since  ended ; 
no  safety  but  the  vicarious  "  Salvation  by  Christ !" 

The  function  of  the  "  Christian  minister"  is  not  to  educate  the  Mind 
and  Conscience,  and  Heart  and  Soul  of  the  people  ;  not  to  learn  and 
teach  absolute  truth,  justice,  loveliness  and  self-subsistent  holiness,  but  to 
administer  the  alleged  Revelation — of  the  Bible  or  the  Church — and  bend 
and  twist  "  our  fallen  human  nature''  into  the  shape  demanded  by  the 
Ecclesiastical  Institutions :  He  must  bow  him  down  before  the  old  In- 
spiration, not  also  for  himself  win  and  receive  the  new.  The  thirty 
thousand  Christian  ministers  of  the  United  States  do  not  aim  to  pro- 
duce natural  religion,  natural  morality  in  men,  the  largest  development  of 
manhood  and  womanhood,  but  to  make  them  partakens  of  the  vicarious 
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Salfitioii,  to  rid  them  at  human  nature,  the  ^  natural  heart,''  and  appease 
the  wrath  of  God.  Prayer  is  to  humanize  the  Deity,  not  to  elevate  and 
develope  man.  Thus  Religion,  the  most  powerful  of  all  emotions  in  man, 
is  tnm^  away  from  its  natural  function  and  disfigures  our  life ;  it 
smooches  the  face  with  cowardice  and  unwomanly  terror,  and  makes  us  go 
stooping  and  feeble,  with  eyes  which  dare  not  look  up  and  hearts  that  qiu- 
▼er  and  quail  at  the  name  of  eternity,  or  its  €k>d  I  Hence  the  ministers  of 
Christianity  are  no  more  powerful  for  good  works.  Some  of  them  are  able 
men,  educated  at  great  cost,  no  class  of  men  so  bookish  and  academic ;  a 
few  are  devoted,  self-denying  men ;  the  majority  choose  their  calling  with 
an  unselfish  love  £or  it ;  some  of  them  would  lay  down  their  lives  for 
mankind.  But  while  they  consider  it  is  their  func^on  not  to  provide 
for  men's  Bodies  by  teaching  us  how  to  live  a  natural  life  of  industry, 
temperance  and  thrift,  full  of  strength,  truth  and  comeliness ;  not  to 
educate  men's  Minds,  devdoping  the  intellectual  power  to  know  Truth 
and  Beauty,  and  handsomely  report  and  apply  the  same ;  not  to  unfold 
the  Conscience  so  that  we  shall  both  know  and  keep  the  natural  law 
which  God  enacts  in  the  constitution  of  man;  not  to  bring  out  the 
AffM^ons  till  we  love  each  other  in  all  the  forms  of  human  endearment 
— ^filial,  connubial,  parental,  afiUiated,  friendly  and  philanthropic ;  not  to 
cultivate  the  Soul  so  that  we  shall  know  the  real  God  by  heart — not 
merely  trembling  beneath  a  &bled  Deity  imported  from  some  foreign 
o<»flciousne8s  and  piled  upon  us — and  taste,  and  see,  and  feel  His 
infinite  perfection,  till  we  also  partake  of  His  excellence  and  become  one 
with  Him,  inspired  by  His  truth,  justice  and  love,  communing  with  Him 
in  all  noble  life,  and  having  no  fear,  but  serving  with  continual  growth 
of  our  being  to  absolute  Love  and  absolute  Truth ; — ^while  they  do  none  of 
these  things,  but  as  their  chief  and  instantial  function  seek  to  admin- 
ister  what  at  best  were  only  a  foreign,  old  and  finished  Inspiration,  if  it 
could  be  even  that ;  and  communicate  a  Salvation  alleged  to  be  wrought 
out  by  one  who  died  two  thousand  years  ago ;  while  for  ultimate  au- 
thority they  appeal,  not  to  the  Spirit  of  God  within  me  now,  in  my  own 
mind  and  conscience,  heart  and  soul,  not  even  to  that  spirit  outside  of  me 
in  the  green  and  tran»ent  beauty  of  this  earthly  spring,  or  the  perennial 
loveliness  of  the  heavens  whose  spring  is  eternal,  but  to  an  old  Revela- 
tion, impossible  to  verify,  made,  it  is  said,  to  men  long  since  dead,  of 
whom  I  know  little,  and  that  not  wholly  to  their  credit  as  teachers  of 
truth,  full  of  errors,  obvious  not  lees  than  manifold  ;  while  they  appeal 
to  low  motives  in  me,  to  mean  and  selfish  fear,  now  bribing  with  Heaven, 
now  scaring  with  Hell,  bewildering  histoiy  with  capricious  feble,  and 
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philosophy  with  shameful  theologic  myths,  preaching  up  an  impei&ct  God 
who  hates  and  vnll  damn  all  his  creatures  save  a  scanty  few,  thej  ael- 
dom  the  noblest — and  thunder  forth  all  this  mad  volley  against  a  heart 
which  they  declare  totally  depraved,  incapable  of  any  good  thing,  Haftik 
only  of  evil,  how  can  they  succeed  in  elevating  mankind  to  the  digailj 
of  human  nature !  True,  there  are  noble  men  in  all  the  Churches,  nobk 
ministers  in  every  sect,  but  they  work  for  a  vain  purpose,  oountiiig  it 
their  business  to  "^  pacify  God,''  who  yet  needs  uo  appeasing ;  they  would 
save  men  from  the  fiibulous  **  wrath  to  come,''  not  from  the  real  evils  of 
want,  ignorance,  vice,  oppression  and  abnomal  conduct  in  all  its  thousand 
forms ;  they  tell  us  to  get  rid  of  human  nature,  not  to  avoid  the  errois 
of  human  experiment,  not  to  develope  this  noblest  creation  of  Grod  to  its 
commensurate  destination.  They  tell  us  that  the  manliest  of  all  the  Gredc 
and  Roman  heroes,  patriots,  philosophers  and  bards,  the  women  whose 
beautiful  souk  bloomed  into  Natural  Piety,  the  millions  of  common  peo- 
ple fiiithful  to  all  which  God  gave  them,  must  ^  perish  everlastingly ;  " 
and  even  the  magnanimous  saints  of  the  Hebrew  or  the  Christian  age 
were  not  such  by  their  nature  born  in  them,  or  their  voluntary  use  of  it, 
but  by  a  "  miracle  of  grace"  wrought  in  their  passive  substance  by  the 
Almighty  Artist;  that  character  saves  no  man;  only  Christ  can 
^  redeem  I "  It  is  not  large,  self-reliant  manhood  which  ministers  ask  to 
make  us  "  Christians,"  but  the  acceptance  of  another's  action  in  place  of 
my  ovni.  You  read  of  "  conversions,'*  thickly  following  in  these  days : 
generally  it  does  not  mean  the  education  of  the  man,  but  how  often  only 
that  he  has  learnt  a  new  trick  of  whining,  or  of  believing  somethisg 
which  he  cannot  even  credit  when  in  full  possesion  <^  himself !  Jesus 
of  Nazareth  is  one  of  the  last  men  who  could  be  *^  converted  "  to  this 
'^  Christianity  "  of  our  times  1  What  a  heretic  that  great  magnificent 
Soul  would  be  to  our  Ecclesiastical  Institutions !  A  Missionary  oi  the 
Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts  writes  from  the 
Crimea :  '*  The  soldier  is  very  childlike  in  some  things ;  he  has  been  so 
long  accustomed  to  obey  that  he  has  not  been  allowed  to  fi^m  notions 
or  have  opinions,  and  thus  he  is  in  a  fit  MAte  to  receive  the  GK>od  News, 
the  Glad  Tidings  of  Salvation ;  he  receives  it  in  simplicity."  So  in  his 
highest  condition  the  Christian  is  only  a  suckling  on  the  miraculous 
bosom  of  the  Church  1  Must  then  the  Sons  of  the  Church  be  only  con- 
tinual Babies  { 


No  doubt  the  Ecclesiastical  Institutions  of  Christendom  are  the  great- 
est obstacle  now  in  the  way  of  man's  progress,  retarding  and  perverting 
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the  mfelketoal,  moral,  ftffeetioiial,  and  religbtn  development  of  the 
human  race.  Still,  they  are  not.  able  to  destroy  the  instinct  for  progress, 
and  in  America  hold  back  the  tide  of  improvement.  While  the  Chris- 
tian  aeots  hare  been  building  np  this  dark  Theology  of  mi-reason,  there 
has  been  a  great  growth  of  Philosophy  andRdigion.  See  what  a  forest 
ef  Scieoee  and  literature  has  spnmg  op  ontside  of  the  Churches  and  in 
spite  of  the  mildew  of  their  breath. 

All  oFver  Christendom  thoughtful  men  have  broken  with  the  eedesi- 
astioal  traditions.  They  find  there  is  no  such  imperfect  and  dreadful 
God  I  no  such  totally  depraved  man  as  the  Church  pretends ;  no  such 
antagonism  between  the  Divine  and  human  nature ;  no  such  miraculous 
Revelation,  or  vicarious  Salvation ;  that  there  is  no  infallible  Church,  nor 
mfattibie  Bible ;  no  Trinity,  no  Incarnation,  no  eternal  Hdl,  no  Miracle ; 
that  the  histcHry  of  man's  religious  development  is  no  more  mysterious 
than  the  histoiy  of  his  agriculture  or  astronomy ;  nay,  that  all  the  great 
steps  i^e  fi>rward  and  upward,  this  ghastly  Theology  itself  one  of  the 
manifi)ld  experiments  of  humanity,  in  our  triumphant  march — a  stumble, 
but  forward. 

Some  oi  these  are  Philosophers — men  of  science,  of  metaphysics — 
who  have  proibundly  studied  the  world  of  matter  and  of  man,  and  be- 
eome  iamiliar  with  human  history.  Some  are  Philanthropists ;  they 
labor  for  the  oppressed  and  perishing ;  take  the  part  of  the  laity  against 
the  priesthood ;  of  the  people  against  the  tyrant ;  of  woman  against 
man,  who  holds  her  down  by  force ;  of  the  slave  against  his  master ;  of 
him  that  suffers  wrong  against  whoso  does  the  wrong.  They  seek  to 
spread  knowledge,  industry,  temperance,  riches,  health,  beauty,  and  long 
life,  and  purity,  and  every  human  virtue  amongst  all  men»  They  would 
promote  peace  between  nations,  and  found  society  on  cooperative  indus^ 
try,  not  on  mutual  selfish  antagonism. 

All  these  men  have  broken  with  the  Ecclesiastical  Institutions,  Cath* 
olic  and  Protestant.  They  ask  not  its  Heaven,  nor  tremble  at  its  Hell. 
There^  is  a  great  body  of  thinking  men  in  America  and  England,  who 
have  oul^wn  the  medieval  Theology ;  they  are  not "  in  a  fit  state  to 
receive  the  Good  News,  the  Glad  Tidings  of  Salvation,''  for  they  have 
been  accustomed  ^  to  form  notions  and  have  opinions  *'  of  their  own. 
Over  these  the  Church  has  lost  its  ancient  power.  Some  of  them  wan- 
der away  into  speculative  Athekm,  disgusted  with  the  very  name  of  Ee* 
li^n.  Do  you  marvel  at  it  ?  Bemember  what  has  been  offered  them 
in  that  name !  Mtny  stop  this  side  of  that  extreme,  but  yet  have  no 
conscious  Religion.    Full  of  pious  feelmg,  rich  in  moral  conduct,  and  in 
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hope  for  manldnd,  they  are  religious  without  belief  in  God,  and  hopeful 
with  no  expectation  of  a  future  Heaven. 

I  look  with  great  pain  on  the  men  whom  the  Christian  Theology  has 
driven  away  from  Religion ;  they  are  the  confessors  and  martyrs  c^  the 
Church  of  the  Future.  Saints  of  Denial,  their  fidelity  drove  them  forth 
from  institutions  which  could  not  satisfy  the  thoughtful  man.  They 
found  no  rest,  "  in  wandering  mazes  lost"  They  went  on  the  forlorn 
hope  of  mankind,  to  storm  the  castle  of  Despair ;  they  perish  in  the  ditch, 
crushed  by  the  wall  they  overthrow.  In  a  better  age  they  would  go 
first  and  foremost  in  building  up  the  great  Temple  of  Piety.  Now  they 
only  prepare  for  its  foundation,  and  never  see  its  blessed  walls ;  Simeons 
who  die  without  the  consolation ! 

But  how  much  more  do  I  mourn  over  the  less  manly  frite  of  such  as 
accept  these  institutions,  and  are  benumbed  by  the  narcotics  at  the 
Church,  till  all  their  manhood  is  paralyzed,  and  they  lie  there,  cofBned 
in  their  pews,  which  rest  on  crumbling  graves,  stifled  with  the  miasma 
thereof,  swathed  about  with  the  mummy-cloths  of  a  Theology  that  is 
Egyptian  in  its  darkness  if  not  in  age,  and  burthened  with  a  torpor,  pro- 
found, heavy,  and  similar  to  death,  were  it  not  visited  with  Fear,  that 
dreadful  nightmare  which  haunts  the  Church  I  It  is  better  that  Doubt 
deprive  us  of  sleep,  rather  than  Belief  take  all  our  life  away.  For  what 
doth  it  profit  a  man  if  he  gain  the  whole  world  of  Theology,  and  lose 
the  integrity  of  his  own  consciousness ;  or  what  shall  a  man  get  in  ex- 
change for  his  Soul !    The  name  *<  Christian ;  ^  the  title  ''  Orthodox  1 " 

I  know  ministers  chide  at  this  as  ^'  a  material  age."  Never  was  one 
so  spiritual  before.  There  was  never  so  much  action  of  the  highest 
faculties  in  man — never  so  much  wise  thought,  such  science,  such  meta- 
physics, such  history,  such  beautiful  creations  of  intellectual  magnificence* 
There  was  never  so  much  morality — such  keeping  of  the  natural  laws  ^ 
God ;  never  so  much  benevolence  amongst  men,  nor  so  much  piety — 
reverence  for  Truth,  Justice,  Love,  and  Holiness ;  never  so  much  We 
for  the  Infinite  God.  But  this  spiritual  activity  does  not  put  its  new  wine 
in  the  old  leathern  bottles  of  the  Church.  So  the  Church  thinks  it  fit 
only  for  the  Devil's  sacrament  I  It  builds  no  Pyramids,  nor  Parthenons, 
nor  Cathedrals  of  St  Peter,  ^indulging"  a  hemisphere  in  purchased 
wickedness  that  it  may  pile  up  sandstone  and  marble  in  the  name  of 
God.  It  does  not  engage  in  a  crusade  against  brother  men  in  the 
name  of  Him  whose  early  word  was,  "Love  your  neighbor  as  yourself" 
and  his  latest,  "  Father,  forgive  them,  for  they  know  not  what  Uiey  do !" 
No  Colonies  are  founded  in  the  name  of  Reli^on,  because  the  nations 
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which  swarm  forth  into  new  hives  have  conquered  the  oppressive  Church 
and  now  can  enjoy  their  Religion  at  home.  The  Puritan  builds  him  his 
meeting-house  in  old  England ;  the  Quaker  need  not  "  bear  his  testimo- 
ny "  by  leaving  the  grave  of  his  mother ;  the*Waldenses  may  fill  all  the 
valleys  of  the  Alps,  with  none  to  molest  or  make  them  afraid  We 
exaggerate  the  religiousness  of  past  times  and  underrate  our  own.  The 
millions  who  went  to  the  Holy  Land  in  the  Dark  Ages,  with  the  red 
cross  on  their  shoulders,  to  fight  the  Saracen,  had  as  little  of  true  Re* 
ligion  as  the  fiUibusters  who  would  pillage  Cuba  and  Mexico  ;  or  the 
mob  who  crowded  to  the  funeral  of  Bill  Poole  in  New  York.  Once  ig- 
norant men  honestly  affirmed  the  popular  Theology  ;  now  man  enlight- 
ened d^ies  it  and  spurns  it  away. 

Reverence  for  God  sends  men  to  study  Nature,  his  undoubted  Scrip- 
tures— ^the  world  of  matter  his  Old  Testament,  the  world  of  man  his  New. 
There  was  never  such  a  profound  and  wide-spread  love  of  Truth,  and 
search  after  it  Look  at  Germany  and  France,  which  lead  in  the 
world's  sdence,  literature,  and  art ;  look  at  England  and  America,  fol- 
lowing with  our  slower  Saxon  brain,  our  heavier  and  more  material  feet ! 
See  how  in  those  perennial  diagrams  of  fire  men  study  the  thought  of 
God  demonstrated  in  the  geometric  science  of  the  sky,  or  in  the  deeper 
heaven  of  man's  nature  watch  the  course  of  those  human  stars  forever 
wheeling  round  the  central  Orb,  which  is  unseen  though  felt  through  all 
our  history! 

The  religious  spirit  of  this  age  shows  itself  in  the  attempt  to  found 
better  political  institutions,  which  shall  insure  unity  of  action  to  mil- 
lions, and  yet  destroy  the  persona]  freedom  of  no  man.  Look  back  a 
few  hundred  years, — ^what  were  all  the  six  Crusades  to  the  American 
and  French  Revolutions — to  the  Year  of  Revolutions  so  recently  passed 
by  ?  What  was  the  pretended  discovery  of  the  True  Cross,  of  the  Tomb 
of  Jesus,  of  the  Lance  which  pierced  his  side,  compared  with  the  attempts 
to  abolish  slavery,  war,  pauperism,  ignorance,  drunkenness  I  One  was 
the  search  for  a  piece  of  wood,  or  iron,  or  stone ;  the  other  an  attempt 
to  elevate  man  to  the  image  of  God.  It  was  an  act  of  piety  to  build 
the  Cathedrals  of  Europe.  What  is  it  to  build  up  such  communities  of 
men  as  the  new  I'ree  States  of  America,  Iowa,  Wisconsin,  Minnesota ! 
Are  the  mechanical  inventions  of  this  age  to  pass  for  nothing  f  Now 
the  gospel  of  mind  is  preached  to  matter,  material  elements  have  heard 
the  word  with  joy ;  and  in  this  new  Pentecost,  Earth,  Air,  Fire,  Water, 
Lightning,  have  received  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  are  baptized  with  thought; 
obedient  to  the  heavenly  vision,  they  become  servants  of  the  Church  of 
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Humanitj,  and  are  ministerB  to  promote  the  true  Sahration  of  mankind 
—clothing  the  naked,  giving  bread  to  the  poor,  and  education  to  the 
thoughtful  and  the  heedless. 

See  what  reform  of  laws  goes  on  continual ;  what  pains  are  taken 
to  defend  the  most  exposed  classes  of  mankind.  Down  must  fall  the 
gallows — type  of  a  malignant  God ;  the  Sun  of  Righteousness  mxei 
shine  into  the  dungeon ;  jails  must  no  more  be  savage  torture-chambers, 
but  civil  hospitals  to  heal  the  sickly  man ;  crime  must  become  amenable 
to  correction  which  would  bless,  not  subject  only  to  vengeance  which 
would  but  bum  and  kill ;  drunkenness  must  end,  and  American  Demo- 
cracy forges  her  sharpest,  heaviest  axe,  grinds  it  to  rough  and  dreadful 
edge,  then  smites  it  down  upon  that  beast  with  seven  ghastly  heads,  and 
seventy  times  as  many  ample-tined  horns  all  red  with  murder; 
drunkenness  must  die.  Pauperism  must  lay  off  its  rags — ^no  longer 
sitting  in  the  dni  of  Dives'  gate  with  no  attendance  save  the  dogs,  un- 
asked— ^but  the  science  of  the  age  shall  heal  the  beggar  of  his  poverty, 
which  is  the  destruction  of  the  poor.  The  lame  must  walk,  the  publio 
finding  crutch ;  the  blind  must  see  with  foreign  eyes,  germane  not 
alien ;  the  deaf  must  hear  with  other  sense  which  human  science  gives ; 
and  in  his  fingers  the  dumb  man  finds  a  tongue,  and  yet  no  miracle. 
In  his  right  mind  the  lunatic  sits  clothed.  The  hariot^  seduced  by  pas- 
sion once,  or  scourged  by  want,  must  now  be  wooed  batdc  to  comely 
womanhood  once  more ;  the  nun,  no  longer  in  idle  dreams  worshipping 
the  "  Virgin  Mother  of  God,"  rediums  these  haikl-entreated  sisters  ot 
men,  daughters  and  victims,  the  clean  hand  washing  that  so  deeply 
polluted.  Children  derelict  of  their  parents — wrecks  of  drunkenness^  ig- 
norance and  crime — ^must  find  fathers  and  mothers  in  the  publio  lap. 
ETay,  the  poor  fool — whom  in  "  the  Ages  of  Faith  "  Kings  and  Popes 
mocked  at,  who,  rigged  with  motley  cap  and  bells,  went  a  Jiidepos 
jest,  the  companion  of  apes,  in  theologic  and  monarchic  courts,  and  even 
in  the  humane  Bible  was  pointed  at  with  dreadful  hootings — in  the  new 
Democracy  must  now  be  lifted  up  to  the  dignity  of  man.  Even  the 
abortions  of  humanity  must  be  respected  and  beloved.  Walls  of  par- 
tition fall  away  from  between  us ;  the  patient  philanthropist  knows  no 
taoe  but  the  human,  no  class  but  of  men  and  women.  The  Turk  most 
not  be  expressed,  though  the  unity  of  Christendom  be  broke  to  rescue 
him ;  and  now  the  fcNremost  nations  of  the  Latin  and  the  Teutoaio 
Church  join  hands  to  help  the  Mohammedan  against  the  Christian  of 
Russia.  *'  The  Jews  are  the  slaves  of  the  Church,",  said  St  Thomas 
Aqumas,  ^  which  can  dispose  of  th^  goods."    Now  the  Jew  must  have 
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the  aame  r^hti  as  the  C!hristian,  for  these  depend  on  human  nature  itsel£ 
Wars  must  cease ;  the  fetters  fall  from  the- limbs  of  the  slave ;  if  Chris- 
tian Theology  chain  him,  the  chain  will  drag  down  the  unmanly  Church, 
The  savage  must  be  fed  with  the  sdence  of  the  civilized.  Woman  must 
be  the  equal  of  man,  rejoicing  in  the  same  ecclesiastic,  political,  social, 
domestic,  and  individual  rights,  commensurate  with  her  duties  and  her 
nature ;  and  so  the  garden  wherein  God  put  the  choicest  human  mould 
and  planted  the  divinest  seeds  of  Heaven,  long  trodden  under  foot  and 
made  the  common-shore  of  ambition  and  of  lust^  must  now  bring  forth 
its  natural  flowets  of  humanity,  whose  fragrance  is  the  breath  of  God, 
and  their  fioiit  for  the  healing  of  the  nations. 

Behold  the  great  Philanthropies  of  our  time !  But  in  this  work — the 
greatest  work  of  the  most  noUe  age — ^the  servants  of  the  Ecclesiastical 
lofltitations  can  do  little  in  their  professional  capacity.  As  religious 
men,  they  may  do  much ;  as  '*  theological  ministers,''  how  little  I  True, 
there  are  noble  ministers,  worthiest  followers  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth — ^nay, 
leaders  far  in  advance  of  that  Son  of  God,  in  the  nineteenth  century  ven- 
turing where  he  never  trod,  nor  could  not  step  so  long  ago— who  engage 
in  all  these  noble  deeds  of  humanity.  But  they  are  heretics,  really,  if  not 
all  plain  to  see  I  The  mass  d  ministers — what  do  they  care  for  the  bond- 
age of  the  slave,  the  degraded  position  of  woman,  for  the  vices 
of  the  age,  which  cheat  man  of  his  birthright  ?  They  can  quote  Theology 
to  prove  them  all  virtues.  It  is  their  function  to  '*  baptize"  men,  or 
babiea  rather,  to  '*  convert"  them  to  the  popular  Theology,  admit  them 
to  the  Church,  to  a  dispensation  of  wine  and  bread  in  the  meeting-house^ 
and  bury  their  bodies  when  dead ;  not  to  humanize  and  elevate  them  to 
great  manhood.  With  those  five  False  Theolc^cal  Ideas,  what  can  thirty 
thousand  ministers  do  ?  What  they  do  I  I  find  no  peculiar  fkult  with 
them ;  I  pi^  &r  more  than  I  blame — for  I  know  too  well  how  ecclesias- 
tical education  blinds  the  eye  with  thick  bandages  of  old  prejudice,  and 
then  is  called  "  teaching  noan  to  see  with  the  Spirit"  The  ecclesiastical 
minister  b  to  alter  the  disposition  of  God,  not  that  of  man.  He  is  to  deal 
with  the  ^  original  sin  "  inherited  from  ^<  Adam,"  not  the  actual  offences 
against  natural  law  which  originate  with  you  and  me.  He  is  to  help  a 
few  men  out  of  Hell ;  it  is  not  lust,  drunkenness,  gaming,  violence,  idle* 
nesa,  theft,  murder — vices  of  passion ;  it  is  not  pride,  vanity,  covetous- 
ness,  ambitiixi,  deceit,  cruelty,  and  lust  for  power,  and  all  the  other  vices 
of  cakmlation,  which  cast  men  down ;  they  are  damned  for  the  taint  of 
Adam,  *^  the  fault  of  our  general  human  nature,"  not  for  our  personal  mis- 
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conduct  as  Emilj  and  James*  Adam's  Sin  is  the  Cerberas  of  the  CfariB- 
tian  mytbdogy ;  there  in  Hades  he  crouches,  keenly  scenting  the  '^gaiH" 
of  the  **  unredeemed,"  and  with  pitiless  baying  hounds  them  off  to  HeB. 
The  ecclesiastical  minister  is  to  help  express  a  few  lean  and  hungry  sonk 
to  Heaven ;  but  the  ticket  demanded  at  that  slow-yielding  gate  is  not 
the  Golden  Branch  plucked  from  the  Tree  of  Life,  planted,  indeed,  by 
Ood,  but  watered,  tended,  husbanded  by  us,  radiant  with  youthM 
flowers,  and  rich  with  manly  fruit  of  erery  virtuous  sort ;  no,  it  is  a  ce^ 
tiflcate  of  ^  baptism,"  of  ^  conversion"  to  the  opinion  of  the  Oatholies  or 
the  Quakers,  or  other  little  sect,  or  that  he  is  tattooed  all  over  with  some 
man's  ancient  whim ;  no  healthy  spot  of  natural  skin  left  whole.  Ad*- 
mitic  virtue  is  not  welcome  there — ^  Salvation  is  by  Christ"  Not  a  sect 
in  the  Christian  world  proclaims  '*  Salvation"  by  character,  by  honest 
efforts  to  do  a  man's  best ;  not  one  demands  the  moral  development  of  all 
the  fiicultiefl  as  the  great  work  of  life,  and  theservice  of  God  I  Eachsectis 
termagant  to  war  against  the  fictitious  sin  of  Adam ;  not  one  is  strongly 
militant  to  fight  against  the  incidental  errors  of  our  historic  devebpment, 
the  great  vices  which  lay  waste  the  sons  and  daughters  of  men.  They 
can  compass  sea  and  land  to  make  one  proselyte,  and  then  teach  him 
that  there  is  '*  no  Higher  Law,"  '*  American  slavery  is  a  Divine  institu- 
tion," and  **  the  Fugitive  Slave  Bill  is  worthy  of  the  Cftiurch  of  Chrkt." 
^  According  to  their  pasture  so  are  they  filled."  Can  you  expect  better 
work  from  such  tools  ?  Who  could  cut  down  the  woods  of  Nebra^a  with 
an  Indian  axe  of  stone?  What  if  you  had  only  the  industrial  toob  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Red  Man  three  hundred  years  ago  I  How  would  your 
harvests  look  f    Where  would  your  cities  shine  ? 

I  say  there  was  never  so  much  normal  action  of  die  higher  &ctdtie8  in 
man ;  but  there  is  no  Ecclesiastical  Institution  which  can  organise  and 
direct  (his  action,  or  even  encourage  it.  In  the  Churches  of  America,  Mr» 
TcXk  and  Mr.Webster  are  counted  better  Christians  than  George  Washing- 
ton or  Benjamin  Franklin.  No  philanthropist  ranks  so  high  as  the  authors 
of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Bill.  Slavery  is  "  Orthodox,"  "  Christian."  Aye^ 
is  of  the  Christian  Theology  I  There  is  no  popular  Theology,  no  science 
of  Religion  to  go  forth  in  advance  of  the  age,  with  its  great  Ide* 
of  God  and  of  man,  a  pillar  of  cloud  by  day  and  of  fire  by  night,  leadf 
ing  us  out  of  tiie  house  of  bondage,  through  Red  Seas  and  sandy  Deserts, 
to  the  Land  of  Promise.  The  Hebrew  Church,  which  brought  Israel  up 
out  of  Egypt^  perished  in  Jerusalem ;  the  Budhistic  poorly  feeds  the  half- 
civilized  millions  of  Asia.  The  Mohammedan  Church,  which  once  led  the 
Shemites  to. such  wide  victory,  has  twice  been  broken  by  the  dreadM 
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Teutomc  arm,  and  now  sees  her  Crescent  in  its  last  quarter;  its  silver 
light  is  too  feeble  for  nations  to  walk  by  on  the  path  of  science,  letters, 
or  noble  manly  Kfe,  and  the  morning  oomes  on  apace.  The  once  pow« 
erful  Church,  so  sadly  misnamed,  which  honors  only  the  Christ  of  fiction, 
not  yet  the  Jesus  of  Fact,  with  her  triple  crown  of  nationalities — Greek 
Ladn,  German — no  longer  sits  the  heir  of  all  the  ages,  and  the  Queen 
of  Civilization.  Twice  the  ministers  of  this  Ecclesiastical  Institution 
have  led  Hhe  movements  of  the  Western  World.  Once,  when  they  felt 
the  warm  breath  of  that  great  Hebrew  Peasant — a  poor  woman's  child, 
cradled  among  the  oxen  at  Bethlehem — and  walking  by  the  evening 
splendor  reflected  from  his  genius  just  gone  down,  all  filled  and  inspired 
by  the  womanly  comeliness  and  manly  sublimity  of  his  life,  the  Apos- 
tles and  Martyrs — two  by  two,  they  wandered  in  the  wilderness  in  a 
solitary  way ;  they  found  no  city  to  ctwell  in ;  hungry  and  thirsty,  their 
soul  fiednted  not,  but  went  from  one  kingdom  to  another  people,  few  in 
number  and  strangers  in  it,  despised  and  rejected  of  men — they  led  the 
world  with  their  austere  piety  and  victorious  confidence  in  God.  Once 
sgain  the  Christian  clergy,  richly  endowed,  with  studious  men  in  their 
weJWed  ranks,  had  a  monopoly  of  superior  education ;  they  alone  kept 
dive  the  torch  of  science,  once  lighted  by  that  spark  which  Greek  Pro- 
metheus had  brought  down  from  €rod ;  their  garden  alone  escaped  the 
barbaric  flood,  the  new  deluge,  which  so  wasted  all  the  world  besides,  and 
therdn  many  a  choice  plant  of  ancient  husbandry  still  grew,  enriching 
iti  literary  bloom  with  all  the  sweetness  and  mysterious  meaning  of  ancient 
times  ;y6a,  new  plants  therein  sprung  up,  by  spontaneous  generation  from 
theaD-quickeninglifeof  Nature.  Then  the  Fathers  and  Doctors — wide- 
browed,  their  tall  heads  worn  with  thought — they  led  the  world ;  and  as 
a  symbol  of  their  intellectual  mastery,  straightway  sprang  up  new  organ- 
izstioDiof  matter,  the  vast  cathedrals  of  the  Western  World,  those  flow- 
ers of  stone,  the  hanging  gardens  of  the  Latin  Church,  which  still  amaze 
the  worid,  whereto  the  elements  seemed  moving  'neath  the  Orphic  im- 
poke  of  creative  mind.  Then,  too,  came  forth  those  priestly  compa- 
nies of  Monks  and  Nnm — the  master  mind  new  organized  m  mortal 
ttwn,  unarmed  and  armed  the  most — who  tyrannized  over  tyrants,  and 
ruled  the  worfd  by  Hope  and  Fear,  with  tragic  witchery  of  thought 

But  that  Teutonic  ^ant  who  smote  the  Roman  State,  and  doubly 
smote  Mohammed's  power,  has  also  broke  the  Latin  Church.  For  three 
hundred  years  no  great  and  worid-compelKng  thinker  is  her  son.  Now 
she  is  a  widow.  No  otiier  Church  assumes  her  ancient  and  imperial 
rank    'Rie  Printing  Press  has  slain  the  Pope.    Since  Luther  spoiled 
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the  ecclesiastic  charms  still  more,  since  the  American  and  French  ReTO- 
lution  wrenched  in  twain  so  many  a  yoke,  the  Christian  Church  has  ceased 
to  lead  the  religious  feelings  and  philosophic  thoughts  of  men,  which 
whoso  rules,  holding  the  Heart  and  Head  of  Christendom,  perforce 
controls  the  Civilization  of  mankind,  and  guides  the  column,  and  directs 
the  march.  The  more  than  Apostolic  piety,  which  evangelizes  its  be- 
atitudes of  philanthropy  to  suffering  mankind  ;  the  Orphic  intellect 
which  far  outgoes  the  mediaeval  mind,  and  thinks  into  being  railroadsf 
factories,  steam-^hips,  electric  telegraphs,  and  crystal  palaces  of  me- 
chanic art,  or  builds  up  vast  commonwealths  of  men — this  is  not  "  IM- 
vine,"  or  of  theo]<^c  thought,  but  natural  ^carnal  reasouf '  "  rebellious 
and  profi&ne" — the  Christian  Religion,  no  doubt,  but  not  Christian 
Theology  at  all. 

The  Ecclesiastical  Institutions  of  Christendom  are  now  to  enlight- 
ened Europe  and  America  what  the  Hebrew  Theology  was  to  the 
thoughtful  Israelites,  when  "  all  Jerusalem  went  out^  to  John  the 
Baptist;  yea,  what  the  classic  mythology  was  in  Rome  and  Athens 
when  Paul  of  Tarsus  set  thitherward  his  manly  feet  Now,  as  then, 
the  more  enlightened  Soothsayers  dare  not  in  public  look  each  other 
in  the  face,  lest  the  spontaneous  laugh  betray  the  calculated  cheat; 
r  c w,  as  then,  the  Ecclesiastic  Institution  builds  tombs  to  old  prophetS| 
while  it  stones  the  new ;  sustains  man-stealing,  passes  Fugitive  Slave 
bills,  whitens  its  neck-cloth,  devours  widows'  houses,  and  for  a  pretence 
makes  long  prayers.  Now,  the  Sadducee  has  "  renounced  the  world,** 
and  joined  the  Pharisaic  Church !  Why  not  ?  It  costs  him  naught ; 
it  is  a  Church  of  Theology,  and  its  **  Religion  has  nothing  to  do  with 
Politics ;  **  nothing  with  Trade ;  nothing  with  Life. 

All  the  great  World-Sects  have  done  service  to  mankind ;  each  of  the 
three  still  living — ^BudhisUc,  Christian,  Mahomedan — is  of  value  stiU. 
Not  a  Christian  sect  but  has  yet  some  work  to  do — rears  a  little  herb, 
else  neglected,  or  picks  a  crunch  which  falls  from  mankind's  table,  whence 
^ven  the  fragments  must  be  gathered  up  and  nothing  lost.  The  dreadful 
Theology  1  have  spok^  of—nay,  the  five  False  Ideas  therein,  though  the 
most  ghastly  errors  of  human  consciousness — have  still  been  of  service  to 
the  world.  He  maketh  the  wrath  ofman  to  praise  Him  I  What  grim  laws 
of  our  fathers*  day  went  before  the  humane  legislation  of  their  sons  I 
What  wars  once  reddened  the  land  where  now  but  peaceful  cities  stand  ] 
Productive  Industry — the  slave  is  father  of  that  swarthy  Queen !  As- 
trology and  Alchemy,  were  once  the  sciences  which  filled  the  ablest  heads 
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of  Europe,  '^thout  these  there  had  been  no  Leibnitz  and  Newton,  na 
Humboldt  and  La  Place.  Let  us  do  no  injustice  to  the  Wild-man,  with- 
out garments  for  his  limbs,  or  language  for  his  baby  thoughts.  Abraham , 
in  the  mystic  story,  could  faithfully  off^  up  his  son  a  human  sacrifice 
to  his  oonoepdon  of  a  blood-devouring  Deity.  Let  us  honor  ancient 
fidelity;  when  Mankind  was  a  child  he  thought  as  a  child  !  Nay,  let  us 
be  patient  with  men  whom  defect  of  nature,  or  the  perveraion  of  their 
schooling,  makes  fit  to  think  such  sacrifice  could  ever  be  commanded  by 
the  Qod  who  made  the  world.  Chide  not  the  slow  march  of  the  Red 
man  in  the  woods,  his  captive  wife  bearing  his  burthens  on  her  feeble 
back ;  mock  not  at  his  little  cockle  of  bark  which  barely  skims  a  stream, 
while  our  railroad  train,  on  our  iron  tracks,  a  town  of  people  in  its  arms, 
drives  through  the  land  with  more  than  windy  speed ;  or,  while  our  ship, 
propelled  by  steam,  can  bear  a  burthra  of  many  a  hundred  tons  and 
front  all  the  fierceness  of  the  Atlantic  sea.  By  the  errors  of  our  fathers, 
yea,  brothers,  let  us,  in  all  humility,  be  taught 

Allow  all  the  service  which  the  Christian  Church  has  done — ^nay, 
more,  still  does ;  yet  her  day  of  power  is  long  since  gone  by.  The  open 
and  professed  atheism  of  a  few  scientific  men,  who  think  they  think  there 
is  no  God;  the  wide-spread  doubt  of  thoughtful  men,  who  are  not  cer- 
tain of  any  conscious  Mind  which  plans  the  world  and  so  insures  the  des- 
tination of  mankind ;  the  half-acknowledged  distrust  of  immortality ;  the 
American  politician's  scornful  denial  of  any  law  of  God  above  the  lowest 
lasts  of  the  profligate  or  the  most  cruel  calculations  of  the  madly  ambi- 
tious, and  the  American  minsters'  cowardly  assent  thereto ;  the  fact  that 
all  Eeformers  who  mean  the  people's  good  find  readiest  and  longest  con- 
tinued opposition  from  the  Church ;  the  added  fact  that  great  masses  of 
sober,  thoughtful,  moral  and  religious  men  and  women — ^farmers,  traders, 
mechanics,  scholars  too— have  no  faith  in  the  popular  Theology,  attend 
meeting  only  on  sufferance,  while  the  minister  himself  has  no  confidence 
m  the  ^foolishness  of  his  preaching,"  which  is  not  weighty  with  argument, 
but  only  heavy  with  routine,  knows  not  what  to  say,  and  abandons 
Bfeeah.  on  aM  which  toudies  daily  life  or  a  nation's  work ; — ^all  thb  shows 
that  Uie  Ecclesiastical  Institutions  of  Christendom  do  not,  nay,  cannot  lead 
fhe  relsgious  man  who  could  know  God  and  love  Him  too ;  cannot  even 
scar*  the  trader  in  wickedness  who  has  set  his  heart  on  pleasure^  office, 
gold  and  power,  nor  fright  the  glutton  from  his  beastly  lust !  The  estab- 
Usbed  Church  of  France  and  England  dares  not  rebuke  a  governmental  sin. 
In  the  land  of  Luther  the  King  is  the  minister,  a  German  Pope  Ecclesias- 
tic, all  free  speecih  fliies  even  from  bi^  Colleges,  and  dwells  with  "  Athor 
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istB."  The  Britisli  Bisbops  are  leas  religious  than  the  "  Manchester  school 
of  Politicians  '*  in  the  House  of  Conunons ;  are  ever  at  war  with  human 
nature.  In  1650,  and  ever  since,  you  saw  how  deep  this  rottenness  had 
forced  its  way  into  the  American  Churches.  Even  the  Senate  was  out- 
done in  practical  atheism ;  it  was  the  Pulpit  would  send  its  mother  into 
bondage  forever ! 

But  what  then  ?    Truth  has  not  perished ! 

"  The  word  unto  the  prophet  spoken 
Was  writ  on  tables  yet  unbroken ; 
The  word  by  Seers  or  Sybils  told, 
In  groves  of  oak  or  fkne^  of  gold, 
Still  floats  upon  the  morning  wind, 
StiU  whispers  to  the  willing  mind. 
One  accent  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
The  heedless  world  has  never  lost." 

No  doubt  these  are  times  of  great  danger,  and  those  who  have  always 
leaned  on  the  crutch  of  Authority  will  find  it  hard  to  stand  when  that 
crutch  is  broken.  But  the  child  must  sometime  walk  alone,  or  never 
be  a  man.  It  is  by  experiment  that  mankind  learns  to  walk.  Let  us 
rejoice  in  the  day  when  Humanity  assumes  the  manly  dress !  One  day 
these  Ecclesiastical  Institutions  must  be  left  behind  us,  like  so  many  others 
long  since  passed  by ;  and  man,  through  thousand  perils,  will  fare  forth 
to  his  land  of  promise,  and  thence  to  another,  yet  more  fair ! 

In  briefest  words,  this  is  what  we  want :  To  develope  the  Religious  Fa- 
culty with  the  same  freedom  as  the  Intellectual  in  science,  literature  and 
business.  This  must  be  done  individually — each  one  by  himself  seeking 
inspiration  from  the  Soul  of  the  world,  the  Infinite  Father,  Infinite  Mother ; 
and  socially  not  less — men  coming  together  to  quicken  each  other  as  iron 
sharpeneth  iron — for  the  genius  of  one  man,  one  woman,  will  kindle  ten, 
yea,  ten  million,  and,  at  last,  the  world  of  men,  as  a  single  candle  will 
light  a  thousand  if  tipped  itself  with  fire.  We  must  avoid  the  Boman 
error — ^not  count  a  Church  infallible;  the  German  error — not  worship  a 
Book ;  the  mistake  of  the  whole  Christian  Sect,  who  take  Jesus  of  Naza- 
reth for  a  Finality — as  Master,  not  Servant,  sacrifice  the  development  of 
the  race  to  reverence  one  great  lofty  man,  and  worship  as  God  what  they 
should  love  as  a  brother,  and  as  men  should  have  long  since  outgrown* 
Thus  only  shall  we  get  the  good  of  the  Catholic  and  Protestant  Churches, 
of  the  Hebrew  and  the  Christian  Bible ;  thus  only  learn  the  life  of  Jesus 
— come  to  God  as  he  came,  face  to  face,  with  no  mediator,  nor  need  of 
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ttttorneys  tmi  go-betweens.  Who  shall  plead  to  God  for  me?  doih  not 
He  know?  Though  a  Prodigal,  come  back  from  riotous  living,  my  sub- 
stance spent,  shoyed  away  by  swine  from  their  husks  which  I  would  fain 
fin  myself  withal,  shame-faced  and  sorrow-stained,  conscious  that  I  am 
not  worthy  to  be  called  a  son,  asking  only  a  serrant's  bread,  I  know 
that  the  Infinite  Father  sees  me  a  great  way  off,  and  tbe  Infinite  Mother 
will  fall  on  my  neck,  enfolding  me  to  the  idl-bounteous  bosom  whence  I 
came.  -  Yea,  my  elder  brothers  shall  take  part  in  the  joy  over  one 
sinner  that  repents,  because  the  lost  is  found  again  and  the  dead  come 
home  alive! 

These  are  the  Ideas  which  will  be  written  on  the  banner  of  some 
future  Church,  and  borne  as  the  Orifiamme  of  Nations  of  Progressive 
Friends  marching  out  of  %ypt  to  Lands  of  Promise  ever  new  : — ^There 
is  a  God  of  Infinite  Perfection, — ^perfectly  powerful,  wise,  just,  loving, 
and  holy — the  perfect  Cause  and  Providence  of  all  that  is ;  He  creates 
from  a  perfect  motive,  of  perfect  material,  for  a  perfect  purpose,  as  a 
perfect  means ;  the  Absolute  Religion  is  the  service  of  this  God  by  the 
normal  use,  discipline,  and  development  of  every  limb  of  the  Body,  every 
hcaiij  of  the  Spirit,  and  all  power  which  we  possess.  We  may  make 
a  Fkiiidiae  of  peaceful  industry,  and  find  an  immortal  Eden  too. 

Friends  and  Brethren  I  this  day  is  a  marked  one  in  my  life.  Fourteen 
years  ago,  the  19th  of  May,  1841, 1  preached  an  Ordination  Sermon  in 
Boston — ^  A  Discourse  of  the  Transient  and  Permanent  in  Christianity.^' 
It  was  the  first "  Ordination  Sermon  "  I  ever  preached  ;  the  first  separate 
document  I  ever  published  with  my  own- name.  It  cost  me  my  reputa- 
tion in  the  ^  Christian  Church ; "  even  the  Unitarian  ministers,  who  are 
themselves  reckoned  but  the  Tail  of  Heresy,  denounced  me  as  *'no 
Chri8tian,"'an  "Infidel."  They  did  what  they  could  to  effect  my  ruin — 
denied  me  all  friendly  intercourse,  dropp^  me  from  committees  of  their 
fiberal  College,  in  public  places  refused  my  hand  extended  as  before  in 
friendly  salutation ;  mocked  at  me  in  their  solemn  meetings ;  struck  my 
name  out  of  their  Ahnanac, — the  only  Unitaritin  form  of  excommunica- 
fion, — and  in  every  journal,  almost  every  pulpit,  denounced  the  young 
man  who  thought  the  God  who  creates  earth  and  heaven  had  never 
spoken  miraculously  in  Hebrew  words  bidding  Abraham  kill  his  only 
son  and  bum  him  for  a  sacrifice,  and  that  Jesus  of  Nazareth  was  not  a 
Finality  in  the  historical  development  of  mankind.  Scarce  a  Protestant 
meedng-house  in  America,  not  a  single  theological  newspaper,  I  think, 
but  blew  its  trumpet  with  notes  of  alarm  and  denunciation.    Behold ! 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


04 

sud  tbey,  behold  a  minister  thinlnng  for  himeelf  afresh  on  ReligHml  a^ 
tually  thinking !  and  believing  his  thoughts !  and  telling  his  own  oonvio- 
tions !  He  tells  us  God  is  not  dead ;  that  the  Bible  is  not  his  last  word*, 
that  He  inspires  men  now  as  much  as  ever, — even  more  sa  Surelj 
this  man  is  an  "  Infidel,"  a  "  Deist,"  nay,  an  "  Atheist"  Down  with 
him  I  Nay,  one  venerable  Orthodox  minister,  still  living,  published  a 
letter  calling  on  the  authorities  of  the  Commonwealth  to  send  this  yonng 
^  blasphen\er"  to  the  State's  prison  for  three  years,  acoovding  to  law  ia 
such  case  made  and  provided  1 

So  went  it  wiUi  ministers — and  at  Boston.  Some  of  them  were 
honest — theology  had  blinded  their  eyes.  -  But  other  men  and  women 
gathered  about  me,  a  few  at  first — some  of  them  ministers — ^upheld  my 
hands  and  strengthened  my  heart,  and  in  their  consciousness  I  saw  re- 
flected the  facts  of  my  own.  Now  there  are  thousands,  and  voices  from 
distant  lands,  speaking  with  other  tongues,  come  o'er,the  sea  with  words 
of  lofiy  cheer.  No  man  in  his  day  of  trial  had  ever  heartier,  noUer 
friends — women  and  men. 

Since  that,  my  first  attempt,  I  have  had  no  part  in  any  sooh  ecdeu- 
astical  ceremony  for  fourteen  years.  Now  you,  tdl  strangers  to  my  voice, 
have  asked  me  to  come  more  than  three  hundred  miles  to  rejoice  witt 
Progressive  Friends  in  the  first  opening  of  this  new  commodious  house. 
The  lines  have  fallen  to  you  in  pleasant  places.  May  the  SfMrit  of  God 
filling  houses  made  with  hands,  and  transcending  the  heaven  of  faeaveni, 
dwell  with  you  and  bless  you  forever  and  ever.        May  you 


"  aloft  ascending,  breathe  in  worlds 

To  which  the  heaven  of  heavens  is  but  a  veil. 
All  strength,  all  terror,  single  or  in  bands, 
That  ever  was  put  forth  in  personal  form; 
Jehovah— with  his  thunder,  and  the  choir 
Of  shouting  angels,  and  the  empyreal  thrones — 
Them  pass  you  unal&rmed.    Not  ohaoe,  not 
The  darkest  pit  of  lowest  Erebus, 
Nor  aught  of  blinder  vacancy,  scooped  out 
By  help  of  dreams,  can  breed  such  Hope  and  Awe 
As  fall  upon  us  often  when  we  look 
Into  our  Minds — ^into  the  Mind  of  Man." 
^*  Beauty— a  living  presence  of  the  earth, 
Surpassing  the  most  fair  ideal  forms 
Which  craft  of  delicate  spirits  hath  composed 
From  Earth's  materials— waits  upon  your  steps  ; 
Pitches  your  tents  before  you  as  you  move. 
An  hourly  neighbour.    Panidise,  and  groves 
Elysian,  fortunate  fields — like  those  of  old 
Sought  in  th'  Atlantic  main— why  should  thsy  be 
A  history  only  of  departed  things, 
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Or  a  mere  lictioii  of  what  never  was  f 

For  IhA  disoehiiDg  InteUeot  of  Man, 

When  wedded  to  this  goodly  Universe 

In  love  and  holy  passion,  shall  find  these 

A  simple  produce  of  the  common  day. 

—I,  long  before  the  bUssfhl  hour  arrives, 

Wonkl  chmtf  in  lonely  peace,  the  spousal  verae 

Of  this  great  consummation  j  and,  by  words 

Which  speak  of  nothing  more  than  what  we  are, 

Would  I  arouse  the'sensual  from  their  sleep 

Of  Death,  and  win  the  vacant  and  the  vain 

To  noble  raptures.'* 

,  "May  your  life 

Express  the  image  of  a  Better  Time, 

More  wise  desires  and  simpler  manners  ;  nurse 

Your  Heort'in  genuine  freedom : — all  pure  thoughts 

Be  with  you ;  so  shall  your  nnfiuling  Love 

Guide,  and  support,  and  cheer  you  to  the  end." 

Wbat  an  admirable  opportunity  to  build  up  new  Ecclesiastical  Insti 
tntioDS — with  the  Idea  of  the  Infinite  Perfection  of  God,  and  Absolute 
Religion,  the  natural  service  of  the  actual  Grod,  normal  life  the  Sacrament ! 
Here  is  complete  freedom  to  think  as  we  will,  and  build  our  human 
fabric  never  so  high :  no  law  of  man  forbids.  How  intelligent  are  the 
meo  of  all  these  Northern  States ;  the  women  the  best  instructed  in  the 
world.  What  is  elsewhere  not  common,  temperance  and  industry,  the 
body's  piety,  insures  us  bread.  No  foreign  foe  affrights ;  at  home  no  tyrant 
sacks  the  nation's  strength  and  lies  a  night-mare  on  her  breast  And 
bow  firm  are  the  wide  foundations  of  the  Democratic  Comnionwealth  I 
How  swifUy  riches  accumulate !  What  material  beauty  adorns  the 
affluent  land.  The  wind  is  not  freer  than  the  mind  to  thiok,  and  speak 
with  iron  lipe,  and  lightning  for  its  tongue.  There  are  five-and-twenty 
millions  of  men,  one-fortieth  of  the  world's  great  family,  cradled  in  a 
single  nest.  Oh  that  there  were  a  Church  to  brood  them  with  not  un- 
worthy wings,  warm  them  with  sentiments  of  love  and  trust  in  God, 
feed  them  with  Truth,  and  lead  them  forth  a  joyous  flock  to  occupy  the 
land  with  blessed  human  life. 

What  opportunities — and  what  a  waste  of  them  I  Has  any  nation 
more  deserved  rebuke  ?  A  Democracy,  and  every  eighth  man  a  slave  I 
Jesus  the  God  of  the  Church,  and  not  a  sect  that  dares  call  Slavery  a 
sin!  The  moat  prominent  sects  defending  it  as  "patriarchal,''  even 
''CShristian.''  Shame  on  us;  the  actual  Jesus  of  History  we  have  for- 
got, wonhippiog  only  the  fictitious  Christ,  not  Hebrew  Mary's  Son  I 
There  are  thirty  thousand  ministers  in  the  land ;    what  if  they  all 
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preached  Natural  Religion — ^Piety,  Morality, — and  Natural  Theology, 
the  philosophy  of  that  Religion  1  What  a  world  it  would  soon  become  I 
There  are  more  than  forty  thousand  congregations  in  the  one-and-thirty 
States ;  what  if  they  all  were  penetrated  with  the  Idea  of  God's  Infinite 
Perfection — ^his  perfect  Power,  Wisdom,  Justice,  Holinesa,  and  Love, 
sought  normal  inspiration  from  the  Soul  of  all,  in  whom  we  live,  and 
move,  and  have  our  being ;  who  lives,  and  moves,  and  has  his  Being  ia 
the  world  of  Matter  and  of  Mind,  yet  far  transcoding  both — and  served 
Him  by  aspirations  after  great,  magnanimous,  and  manly  life!  One 
day  it  will  be  so — ^and  these  great  Truths  will,  like  the  early  light,  move 
around  the  world  waking  a  morning  Psalm  of  Beauty  in  the  material 
heaven  above  and  earth  beneath ;  and  from  all  animated  things,  and 
chief  of  all  firom  spiritual  man,  persuading  forth  a  conscious  hymn 
of  adoration,  thanks,  and  trust,  and  love,  wherein  with  well-accordant 
voice,  island  shall  call  to  island,  and  continent  respond  to  continent,  and 
mortal  with  the  immortal  go  quiring  on  the  eternid  and  aspiring  har- 
mony 1  * 

"  Nearer,  my  God,  to  Thee ! 
Nearer  to  Thee ! 
Fen  thoagh  it  be 

A  crosB  that  raiseth  me, 
8till  all  my  aong  shall  be,— 
Nearer,  my  God,  to  Thee, 
Nearer  to  Thee ! " 
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On  Firet-day  morning,  the  18th  of  Fifth  month,  1856,  Thb  Pkkv- 
STLYANiA  YsiRLT  MsBTiNG  OF  Proorsssivb  Frisnds  Convened  in  the 
meeting-house  at  Longwocd,  Chester  County.  The  house  was  densely 
crowded,  and  hundreds,  unable  to  get  within  the  walls,  remained  on  th^ 
adjoining  grounds.  Prayer  was  offered  by  Joseph  A.  Dugdalk,  after 
which  the  Call  issued  by  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  was  read,  %i 
follows : 

UpoD  the  uoderaigned  deFolvos  the  pleasant  duty  of  iDyiting  the  friends  of 
Truth,  Parity,  and  Progress,  without  distinction  of  sect  or  name  or  nation,  to 
Attend  the  Fourth  Annual  CoNvocA-noif  or  Progeessivk  FanwDs,  to  be  held  in 
the  meeting-house  at  Longwood,  Chester  Co.,  Pa.,  commenciDgbn  Firat-day,  the 
eighteenth  of  Fifth  month,  1856,  at  10  o'clock,  a.  m.,  and  continuing  as  long  as 
circumstances  may  seem  to  require — probably  for  three  days. 

The  Progressive  Friends  have  no,  creed  as  a  basis  of  associati(Mi.  Their  ob- 
ject is  not  to  build  up  a  Sect,  armed  With  ecclesiastical  power,  and  endowed  with 
authority  to  define  the  boundaries  of  thought  and  restrain  the  freedom  of  speech  and 
action,  but  to  unite  persons  of  every  shade  of  theological  opinion,  in  one  spirit  of 
Lovii,  to  **  do  good  unto  all  men  as  thet  have  opportunity ; "  to  cultivate  in  them- 
selves whatsoever  is  pure,  generous  an<f  ennoblin<;;  to  worship  Qod  in  the  service  of 
Humanity;  to  investigate  those  questions  of  individual  and  social  duty,  which  the 
experiences  of  daily  life  and  the  conflicts  of  sects,  parties,  classes,  and  nationalities, 
are  perpetually  evolvins^ ;  to  vindicate  the  primordial  rights  of  man,  and  plead 
the  cause  of  the  poor,  the  ignorant,  the  di'graded,  and  the  oppressed;  to  testify 
against  those  systems  of  popular  wickedness  which  derive  their  support  from  a 
fidse  Church  and  a  corrupt  Government ;  to  promote  the  cause  of  **  pure  and  un- 
defiled  religion,"  by  a  firm  resistance  to  the  impositions  of  Church-craft  and 
Priest-craft ;  to  elevate  the  standard  of  public  morals,  by  teaching  men  to  revere, 
AS  paramount  Ut  all  human  codes,  the  law  written  by  the  finger  of  God  in  their 
own  minds  and  hearts ;  to  exemplify  the  spirit  of  Universal  Brotherhood,  and  to 
proclaim  the  evangel  of  "  Peace  on  ear^h,  good  will  to  men." 

All  those  who  desire  to  co-operate  with  us,  and  those  we  represent,  in  this 
work  of  beneficence  ^nd  love,  are  earnestly  invited  to  meet  with  us,  at  the  time 
aod  place  above  named.  Nay.  more-lfin  the  language  of  the  Hebrew  prophet, 
we  say,  "  Whosoever  wiLL,Jet  him  come.*' 

Joseph  A.  Doodalb,  Ruth  Duodale, 

SiDNEV  P.  CiiBTis,  William  ^aenakd, 

H.  M.  Darlington,  Lizns  MoFaelan, 

Rowland  Johnson,  Josiah  Wilson, 

Hannah  Pbnnook,  Oliver  Johnson,. 

Salub  C.  Coates.  Amelia  Jackson, 
Isaac  Mbndknhall. 
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Joseph  A.  Duopalk  congratulated  the  meeting  in  view  of  the  pro- 
pitious circumstances  under  which  it  had  convened,  apd  introduced 
Samuel  J.  Mat,  minister  of  the  UniUrian  Church,  Syracuse,  New  York» 
who  read  the^llowing  hymn,  asking  all  who  could  do  so,  to  unite 
with  him  in  singing  it : 

Wnu  Thee  I  seek,  protoetiDg  Power,  IneTtfyJoythftterowuimydATB, 
Be  my  Ttln  wlshee stilled;  In  everj  peia  I  bear, 

And  xnfty  UUs  oonseersted  boor  My  beert  eball  find  deHgbt  In  pntoe, 
Witb  better  bopoe  be  flUed.  Or  leek  leHef  in  prqrer. 

Tby  knre  tbe  power  oT  tbontbt  bestowed,  Wben  gUdnea  wing^  my  fkvored  bosr,^ 
To  Thee  my  tboogbto  wonld  soer ;  Thy  love  my  tbong hto  Bbill  fill ; 

thy  mercy  o'er  my  Ufcbrth  flowed,  Beelgned,  when  etorme  of  eorraw  lower^ 
TbUmereyltdore.  My  eool  ahaU  meet  Thy  wiH 

In  each  erent  of  life,  bow  dear  My  lifted  eye  without  a  tear 
•          Thy  raling.band  I  ae^  Tbe  gathering  storm  ahall  aee; 

Saob  bleadng  to  my  eoul  more  dear,  My  ateadlhet  heart  will  know  no  feai^ 
Beeaoae  oonferred  by  Thee.  That  heart  shall  rest  on  Thee. 

After  the  singing,  in  which  several  friends  joined,  Samuel  J.  Mat 
delivered  a  very  impressive  discourse  upon  ^  False  Ideas  of  God  akd 
His  Government,"  which  was  heard  with  dose  attention  and  deep 
interest  Lucretia  Mott  also  uttered  an  earnest  testimony  on  the 
same  subject. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

Joseph  A.  Dugdale,  in  view  of  the  unusual  amount  of  business  upon 
the  table  and  of  his  own  feeble  health,  asked  that  Oliver  Johnson 
might  be  permitted  to  assist  the  Clerks  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 
The  request  was  complied  with.  The  meeting  was  then  briefly  ad- 
dressed by  WiLUAM  I^LOTD. 

Epistles  were  read  from  the  Waterloo  (N.  Y.)  and  Ohio  Yearly 
Meetings  of  Friends  of  Human  Progress — bodies  formed  on  prin- 
cipled the  same  as  ours — and  from  the  Friends  of  Human  Progress  in 
North  Collins,  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.  These  communications  conveyed  cheer- 
ing intelligence  of  the  progress  of  religious  and  Social  reform,  and 
breathed  a  spirit  of  fraternal  affection  and  sympathy,  which  made  them 
peculiarly  welcome.  Edward  Webb,  Ruhaney  Way,  Philbna  Heald, 
EuzABBTH  Jackson,  Lea  Pusey,  Priscilla  Barnard,  and  John  G. 
Jackson,  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  prepare  replies. 
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Letters,  expressing  a  warm  interest  in  the  objects  of  our  association 
and  a  heartj  concurrence  in  the  anti-sectarian  and  progressive  prind- 
ples  upon  which  it  was  £[>rmed,  and  containing  messages  of  fraternal 
affection,  were  received  from  the  following  absent  friends,  viz : 

L.  Maria  Child,  Antoinkttk  BroWn  Blackwell, 

O.  B.  Frothingham,  Lucy  Stone  Blackwell, 

MoKcuRE  D.  Conway,  Wm.  Lloyd  Garrison, 

Gerrit  Smith,  Samuel  Longfellow, 

John  G.  Fee,  Sarah  B.  Dctgdalb,. 

The  Hutchinson  Family,  Daniel  S.  Whitney, 

Wm.  Henry  Fish,  Charles  K  Whipple, 

N.  H.  Whiting,  Richard  Mendbnhall, 

Robert  Hassall,  Mellissa  Dawes, 

Thomas  J.  Mumford,  Henry  Charles, 

James  Richardson,  Jr.  D.  Vines, 
JosiAH  Bond. 

Grateful  for  the  timely  words  of  sympathy  and  counsel  received  from 
these  beloved  friends,  the  Meeting  directed  the  Clerks  to  send  to  each  of 
them  a  copy  of  its  proceedings.  The  letters  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Publication,  with  instructions  to  publish  them,  or  such  por- 
tions of  them  as  they  may  deem  advisable. 

The  reading  of  these  letters  elicited  remarks  from  David  A.  Wasson, 
(Minister  of  the  Free  Church  in  Groveland,  Mass.),  Lucretia  Mott, 
EusEBius  Barnard,  and  E.  Fish. 

Committees  were  appointed  a^  follows : — 

Ofi  Slavery. — SnoN  Barnard,  Thomas  Whtihon,  Jacob  Harvey,  Thomas  Ham- 
•M«0N,  Hannah  M.  Darlington,  Alice  Jackson,  Ltdia  Cox,  Ephraim  Wilson, 
Cactkkr  Hanway,  Wm.  H.  Snowden. 

Temperance,~^FRASKLis  Darlington,  Jas.  C.  Jackson,  Amklta  Jackson,  Sarah 
i*M»T0N,  Susanna  Chambbrs,  Samdel  Prnnock,  William  Walters,  Sarah  M. 
Bainard,  Rebecca  Taylor,  Peter  Wilson,  John  Agnew,  Sarah  A.  Entrooen, 
it  D. ;  Henry  Smtth,  John  Hazleton. 

JVeatment  of  Crtrntno^— Sidney  Peiroe  Curtis,  Hannah  Pekkock,  Jacob  T. 
Stern,  Mary  A.  W.  Johnson;  Dr.  I.  D.  Johnson. 

Woman's  iJt^A/*.— Mary  A.  W.  Johnson,  Sarah  Barnard,  Dinah  Menden- 
■all,  Samuel  J.  May,  Joseph  A.  Ddodalb,  Agnes  Sanders,  Frederick  W.  Evans, 
Dayid  a.  Wasson,  Jane  KNiGpt;  Deborah  Pennool 

JSffih  of  7b6a<kro.--RuTH  Dugdalb,  Martha  Chambers,  Miriam  Worreli^  R. 
Henry  Lamborn,  John  Wilson,  Esther  Hayes,  Sally  Pusey,  J.  Wiluam  Cox, 
Daitiel  Bonsall,  Dinah  Mendenball,  Jacob  T.  Stern. 

On  Limiting  the  Acquisition  of  Froperty.SAMJnsL  J.  Mat,  William  Chase, 
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Alfbed  n.  Low;  William  Barkard,  TnoM a«  Garritt,  OLrm  Jorofsov,  £u 
Hambleton,  EosBBina  Barnard,  William  Looan  Fishkr,  John  Oox,  Samiox 
Mters. 

William  Barnard,  Josiah  Wilson,  and  Petkr  Wilson  were 
appointed  a  Committee  to  settle  with  the  Treasurer,  to  report  to  the 
Meeting  the  state  of  the  finances,  and  nominate  a  suitable  person  to 
serve  as  Treasurer  for  the  ensuing  year.  The  same  friends  were  also 
requested  to  nominate  Clerks  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  to  report  to-mor- 
row morning. 

After  a  brief  address  by  Samuel  J.  Mat,  the  meeting  adjourned. 


.  SECOND  DAY— MORNING  SESSION. 

Peter  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  nomination  of  Clerks, 
submitted  a  Report  recommending  the  appciintment  of  Joseph  A.  Dug- 
dale,  RuHANET  Way,  and  0h.ver  Johnson.  The  recommendation 
was  approved,  and  they  were  appointed  accordingly. 

Joseph  A.  Duodale  called  attention  to  the  subject  of  Education, 
suggesting  the  inquiry  whether  the  Meeting  ought  not  to  adopt  some 
definite  measures  for  the  promotion  thereof.  A  very  interesting  discus- 
sion followed,  Samuel  Mykrs  (of  Ohio),  Thomas  Hambleton,  Wil- 
liam Lloyd,  Samuel  J.  May,  William  B.  Eluott,  William  Logan 
Fisher,  William  Barnard,  and  Peter  Wilson,  taking  part  therein. 
Many  striking  thoughts  were  expressed,  and  the  meeting,  deeply  im- 
pressed with  the  importance  of  the  subject,  appointed  a  Committee, 
consisting  of  the  following  persons,  to  report  this  year  or  the  next,  as 
way  may  open: — Joseph  A.  Dugdalb,  Hannah  M.  Darlington,* 
Jacob  W.  Harvey,  ,Josiah  Wilson,  Samuel  J.  May,  Wiluam 
Shield,  Agnes  Sanders,  Susanna  Chambers,  Rachel  Anna  Lam- 
born,  Alice  Jackson,  M.  D.  Conway,  Martha  L.  Barnard,  Samuel 
Myers,  Philena  Hbald,  Elizabeth  Jackson,  Maria  Aonew,  Isaac 
Mbndenhall,  Lba  Pussy,  Aaron  Mendenhalu 

Peter  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  settle  with  the 
Treasurer,  submitted  a  Report,  showing  the  receipts  of  the  past  year  to 
have  been  $268.04,  the  expenditures  $258.23 ;  leaving  a  balance  now 
on  hand  of  19.81.  The  Committee  recommended  the  appointment  of 
Isaac  Mendenhall  as  Treasurer  for  the  ensuing  year.  The  report  was 
accepted  and  the  appointment  made  accordingly.  The  Meeting  then 
proceeded  to  take  contributions,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  current 
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year,  remarks  on  the  growing  importance  of  tke  work  in  wliich  we  are 
engaged  being  offered  by  J.  A.  Duodale,  Oliybr  Johkson,  S.  J.  Mat, 
MoxcuBB  D.  OoNWAT  (Pastor  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  Washington, 
D.  C.)  Abraham  Hunsiokbr  (Mennonist  preacher),  William  Chase, 
and  LucRETiA  Mott.    The  sum  of  $249.00  was  contributed. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

Samuel  J.  Mat,  firom  the  Committee  on  Limiting  the  Acquisition 
Jf  Property,  submitted  a  paper  on  "  The  Relations  of  Capital  and  Labor,** 
*irhich  led  to  a  very  interesting  discussion,  the  following  persons  taking 
part  therein :  Frederick  W.  Evans  (from  the  Shaker  Society  at  New 
Lebanon,  N.  Y.),  W.  B.  Eluott,  Oliver  Johnson,  Ephraim  Wilson, 
Reuben  Webb,  Jacob  L.  Paxsok,  David  A.Wasson,  Ebenezer  James, 
William  Barnard,  Alfred  H.  Love,  James  Henry,  Samuel  J.  Mat, 
Caleb  Jackson.  A  great  diversity  of  views  was  exhibited,  but  the 
discussion,  though  earnest,  was  characterized  by  a  fraternal  spirit  The 
whole  subject  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  for  further  considera- 
tion, with  leave  to  report  this  year  or  next,  as  way  may  open. 

The  Committee  on  the  Treatment  Due  to  Criminals,  submitted  a 
memorial  addressed  to  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  which  was  ac^ 
cepted  and  ordered  to  be  signed  and  forwarded.  Remarks  on  the  sub- 
ject were  oflfered  by  Thomas  Hambleton,  S.  J.  May,  and  Moncure  D. 
Conway. 

LucRETiA  Mott  being  under  the  necessity  of  leaving  the  Meeting  at 
the  close  of  the  present  session,  made  a  brief  address,  expressive  of  her 
sympathy  with  the  objects  and  principles  of  our  association,  and  read 
a  very  interesting 'extract  of  a  letter  from  Elizabeth  Cady  Stanton,  of 
Seneca  Falls,  New  York^  in  which  that  earnest  friend  of  humanity  ex- 
pressed similar  sentiments. 


THIRD  DAY— MORNING  SESSION. 

The  Meeting  convened  at  the  appointed  time,  a  large  assembly  be- 
ing present.  The  interest  in  the  proceedings  appeared  to  increase 
rather  than  diminish,  from  day  to  day. 
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Samuel  J.  Mat  read,  and  a  few  friends  united  in  singing,  the  fol- 
lowing hymn : 

Yb  I  ve  trust  the  dsy  \b  breaking,  With  the  votoe  of  Joj  tnd  ttngtng, 

JoyAil  times  are  Bear  at  band ;  Let  os  ball  the  dawning  raj ; 

Ood,  the  mlghtf  Qod,  Is  speaking  Lo  1  the  blessed  day-star,  bringing 

Bf  His  word  in  erery  land :  0*er  the  earth  a  glorimia  daj : 

God  is  speaking—  At  HU  rising, 

Darkness  iUes  at  His  command.  Qlooin  and  darkness  flee  iwaj. 

WiLUAM  Logan  Fisher  presented  a  paper  suggesting  to  the  friends 
of  Progress  and  Reform  the  propriety  and  usefuhiess  of  meeting  together 
on  the  first  day  of  the  week  for  mutual  improvement  and  edification. 
Remarks  were  oflfered  by  Caleb  S.  Jackson,  Ebenbzer  James,  C.  Dab-* 
LiNGTON,  Oliver  Johnson,  Wiluam  Logan  Fisher,  Frederick  W. 
Evans,  Samuel  J.  May,  Reuben  Webb,  Moncure  D.  Conwat, 
WiLUAM  Barnard,  £.  Fish,  and  Eusebius  Barnard  ;  after  which  the 
paper  was  referred  to  a  Committee,  consisting  of  the  following  persons, 
viz:  William  Logan  Fisher,  Caleb  S.  Jackson,  C.  Darlington, 
Samuel  J.  Mat,  Sarah  M.  Barnard,  Ebenbzer  James,  Sidney  P.  Cur- 
tis, Moncure  D.  Conway,  Frederick  W.  Evans,  Alfred  H.  Love. 

Oliver  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  on  that  subject,  appointed 
two  years  ago,  submitted  a  paper  entitled  "  Amusements — their  Uses 
AND  Abuses."  The  reading  was  followed  by  remarks  from  William 
Logan  Fisher,  James  Henry,  Mary  J.  Pennock,  Reuben  Webb,  and 
Caleb  S.  Jackson. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  Meeting  proceeded  to  consider  the  paper  on  Amusements. 
The  discussion  was  earnest,  and  for  the  most  part  exiseedingly  interest- 
ing, the  following  persons  taking  part  therein,  viz :  Caleb  S.  Jackson, 
Moncure  D.  Conway,  Harriet  Bullard  (from  the  Shaker  Society, 
New  Lebanon,  N.  Y.),  David  A.  Wasson,  Reuben  Webb,  Samuel  J. 
May,  Frederick  W.  Evans,  Thomas  Hambleton,  William  Lloyd, 
John  G.  Jackson,  William  B.  Eluott,  William  Chase,  Mary  A. 
W.  Johnson,  Wiluam  Barnard,  Simpson  Preston,  Samuel  Myers, 
Daniel  Bonsall,  Caleb  S.  Jackson,  C.  Darlington,  Ephraim  W^il- 
son, William  Logan  Fishei^  Ebknezer  James,  Bartholomew  Fcssell, 
Morton  Pennock,  Sidney  P.  Curtis,  Alfred  H.  Love,  Anna  Hibbs, 
Susanna  Chambers.    The  paper  was  adopted.  -^ 
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FOURTH  DAY— MORNING  SESSION. 

The  Committee  on  Education  submitted  the  following  Report : — 
To  the  Yearly  Meeting. — The  Committee  on  Edueation  have  had  ivfo  inter' 
esling  meetings  and  agreed  to  submit  to  Sub-Committees  the  folLoving  In- 
terrogatories, with  a  view  of  embodying  them  in  a  general  Report^  to  be 
presented  to  the  Yearly  Meeting  next  year. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committer, 

JOSEPH  A.  DUGDALE, 
a  M.  DARLINGTON. 

Questions  to  le  r^erred  to  the  seteral  members  qf  the  Committee  on 
Education, 

1.  Shall  ^e  effort  proposed  be  made  in  the  establishment  of  an  indepen- 
dent Seminary  of  Learning,  or  shall  it  be  directed  towards  the  enlargement  and 
improretnent  of  onr  Public  System  of  Common  Schools,  proffering  to  this 
commuDity  the  building,  the  apparatus,  and  a  due  portion  of  the  funds  neces- 
sary for  a  High  Union  School,  on  condition  that  the  other  schools  in  this 
Ticinity  shall  be  graded  with  reference  to  this,  and  a  due  portion  of  the  public 
money  be  obtained  towards  the  support  of  said  Union  School  ? 

2.  Shall  there  be  one  High  School  established  for  both  sexes  together,  or 
one  for  each  sex  separately  ! 

8.  T^hat  shall  be  the  course  of  instruction  to  be  given  in  the  proposed 
school  or  schools  t 

4.  What  provision  shall  be  made  for  the  physical  training  of  the  pnpikf 

5.  What  ought  to  be  the  compensation  of  the  teachers? 

6.  At  what  age  should  children  commence  their  school  education,  and 
what  portion  of  time  during  their  minority  should  be.  occupied  in  attending 
school  in  order  to  secure  the  greatest  mental  acquirements,  consistently  with 
physical  development  f 

The  Committee  on  Slavery  submitted  a  Report,  which  became 
the  subject  of  an  earnest  and  deeply  interesting  discussion,  Moncurk 
B.  CoKWAT,  David  A.  Wasson,  Samuel  Mtkrs,  Frederick  W. 
Evans,  James  Henry,  Outer  Johnson,  Samuel  J.  Mat,  and  Wil- 
liam LoGAK  Fisher,  taking  part  therein.    The  report  was  adopted. 

The  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  paper  submitted  at 
a  former  session,  by  William  Logan  Fisher,  recommending  the 
friends  of  Truth  and  Progress  to  meet  together  on  the  first  day  of  the 
week,  reported  the  same  in  an  amended  form,  when  it  was  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Limiting  the  Acquisition  of  Property  submitted 
the  following  Report,  which  was  accepted  for  publication,  agreeably  to 
the  recommendation  therein  contained.  The  Committee  was  also 
continued  till  the  next  Yearly  Meeting. 
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The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  T^rh^ther  ftoy,  and  if  any,  what  Limi- 
tations oaght  to  be  put  to  the  Accuroulation  of  Property  in  the  bands  of  indi- 
viduals, as  well  as  corporations,  and  to  suggest  laws  and  other  expedients,  by 
which  the  enormous  inequalities  among  the  children  of  men  may  be  gradually 
lessened,  and  hereafter  prevented,  report,  that  they  have  found  themselves  to 
be  not  agreed  upon  the  subject,  and,  moreover,  that  they  deem  it  one  too  intri- 
cate, as  well  as  too  important,  to  be  hastily  disposed  of.  They,  therefore,  beg 
leave  to  submit  the  following  Interrogatories  for  the  consideration  of  Progressive 
Friends  during  the  ensuing  year,  in  order  that  they  may  be  prepared,  at  the 
next  Yearly  Meeting,  to  discuss,  and  adopt  or  reject,  as  they  may  see  fit,  a 
Report  which  your  Committee  may  then  be  able  to  present« 

1st  All  the  children  of  men  being  endowed  by  their  Creator  with  a  right 
to  life,  have  they  not,  therefore,  a  right  to  a  fair  share  of  the  common  inheri- 
tancc'-the  material  elements,  upon  which  the  maintenance  of  life  depends  t 
Have  they  not  an  inalienable  right  to  a  fair  share  of  the  earth's  surface,  net 
less  than  of  water,  air,  light,  heat  f 

2d.  Are  not  the  sunlight,  air,  water  and  soil,  with  the  materials  in  and  upon 
them,  and  all  spontaneous  growths,  the  bountiful  gifts  of  the  Creator,  to  which 
all  men  have  equal  rights  f  Can  they,  then,  be  legitimately  the  subjects  of 
property  f    Can  capital  be  justly  predicated  upon  them  f 

8d.  Is  not  legitimate  property  something  produced  by  the  labor,  or  inven- 
tion, of  man,  operating  upon  material  elements,  or  in  the  regions  of  thought  I 
And  are  not  such  productions  the  only  just  basis  of  capital  t 

4tb.  The  chief  end  of  roan  is  not  the  accumulation  of  wealth.  Ought, 
then,  the  chief  end  of  government  to  be  (as  it  has  been  declared  by  an  eminent 
statesman  to  be)  the  protection  of  property  f  Ought  it  not  rather  to  be  the 
improvement  of  the  conditions  and  characters  of  all  men  f 

5th.  Should  not  our  laws  encourage  agriculture  more  than  foreign  com- 
merce ;  because,  in  the  first  place,  the  cultivation  of  the  common  heritage,  and 
the  gathering  of  its  productions,  secures  to  those  who  labor  for  these  results  a 
more  general  enjoyment  of  the  comforts  of  life;  and  because,  in  the  eecond 
place,  foreign  commerce  cannot  be  carried  on,  and  great  cities  be  built  up  to  sus- 
tain it,  without  deteriorating  the  large  classes  of  men,  women,  and  children,  on 
whom  the  hardships  of  navigation,  and  the  hand«Ubor  in  our  cit)^  devolve? 

6th.  Is  not  the  Tariff  policy,  and  every  expedient  that  embarrasses  needful 
commerce  with  foreign  nations, — is  it  not  a  policy  that  only  a  patriot,  and  not  a 
philanthropist,  would  commend  f 

7th.  Cannot,  and  should  not,  some  changes  be  made  in  the  laws  of  inheri- 
tance, and  of  the  transmission  of  property,  so  that  the  whole  of  the  succeeding 
generation  may  be  benefited,  and  wealth  not  be  accumulated  in  the  bands  of  a 
few,  where  it  is  comparatively  useless,  if  not  pernicious,  both  to  the  poeeessors 
and  the  community  f 

8th.  Ought  not  a  stringent  law  to  be  passed,  by  which  corporations,  that 
have  caused  any  work  to  be  done,  shall  be  holden  to  pay  those  who  have  done 
the  work,  if  their  agents — the  contractors,  or  sub-contractors— fail  to  pay  them  t 

9th.  Laws  are  now  enacted  in  order  to  limit  the  usury  of  money.  Should 
not  laws  a'ao  be  enacted  to  regulate  the  rents  of  houses  and  lands  t 
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lOtb.  Oaght  not  all  lands  and  buildings  nsed  for  demondiziog  parpoges^ 
brothels,  dram  shops,  gambling  places,  bull  baitings,  code  fights,  horse  races, 
etc^  to  be  forfeited  to  the  community,  vhich  thej  are  doing  so  much  to 
damage,  and  converted  to  purposes  of  education  and  public  enlightenment  t 

11th.  Ought  not  the  necessary  expenditures  of  goyemment  to  be  prorided 
for  by  direct  taxaHon^  so  that  the  people  may  realice  what  it  costs  them  to  be 
governed,  and  know  why,  and  for  what^  so  much  is  expended  ? 

12tb.  Should  not  taxes  be  levied  upon  a  rising  scale,  so  that  the  millionnaire 
shall  pay  more  for  the  support  of  government  than  a  million  of  men  who  ha^e 
not  a  dollar  that  they  xjan  sparo  without  real  discomfort  to  themselves  and 
families  f 

13th.  Should  not  the  exact  amount  of  properties,  owned  by  corporations  or 
individuals,  be  faithfully  registered,  and  ought  not  every  kind  of  property  that 
is  withheld,  or  intentionally  undervalued,  to  be  wholly  forfeited! 

14th.  Should  not  society  provide  for  all  its  members  a  thorough  education 
and  good  business  opportunities,  so  that  the  children  of  the  poor,  as  well  as  the 
rich,  shall  be  placed  on  something  like  an  equality  in  the  ttart  of  life  t 

Samuel  J,  May,  Moncure  D.  Conway,  and  Datid  A.  Wasson 
being  about  to  leave  us,  it  was  proposed  to  unite  with  them  in  singing 
the  following  hymn : 

Blut  bo  the  tie  that  binds  When  we  asonder  part, 

Cot  hearts  in  Chrlstlao  love  \  It  gives  ua  inward  pain ; 

The  Mowship  of  kindred  minds  Bnt  we  shall  still  be  Joined  in  heart, 

Is  like  to  that  abovei.  And  hope  to  meet  again. 

Before  onr  Father's  throne  This  glorious  hope  revives 

We  ponr  onr  ardent  prajers ;  Onr  ooorage  hj  the  way, 

Onr  fears,  oor  hopes,  our  alnas  are  one^  While  each  in  expectation  lives, 

Our  comfbrts  and  onr  caroa  And  longs  to  see  the  day. 

We  share  onr  mntnal  woea,  From  sorrow,  toU,  and  pain, 

Oor  mntnal  burdens  bear,  And  sin,  we  shall  be  five, 

And  often  for  each  other  flows  And  perfect  love  and  filendsblp  reign 

The  STmpathisingtear.  Through  all  etemitj. 

Samuel  J.  Mat,  Moncure  D.  Conway,  and  David  A.  Wassow 
then  successively  took  leave  of  the  meeting,  each  in  a  few  appropriate 
words,  which  touched  the  hearts  of  all,  and  drew  tears  of  sympathy 
and  fraternal  affection  from  many. 

Oliver  Johnson,  in  order  to  remove  objections  made  by  some  per- 
sons yesterday  to  a  passage  in  the  paper  on  Amusements,  proposed  to 
amend  the  same  by  adding  thereto  the  following  words : — "  On  one 
point  we  are  fully  agreed,  \nz.,  that  theatres  generally,  as  now  con- 
ducted, ought  not  to  receive  the  support  of  the  friends  of  morality." 
The  amendment  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 
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AFJEIU^OON  SESSION. 

Mart  A.  W.  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  on  Woman's  Rigbts, 
submitted  a  Report,  which,  after  remarks  by  Wiluam  Logan  Fishbr, 
Frederick  W.  Etans,  Chandler  Darlington,  Reuben  Webb,  and 
William  Barnard,  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Hbnrt  M.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Temperance,  submitted 
a  Report,  which  was  adopted  without  discussion. 

Ruth  Duodale,  from  the  Committee  on  that  subject,  submitted  a 
TesUraony  against  Tobacco,  which,  after  a  deeply  interesting  discussion 
by  Bartholomew  Fussell,  John  G.Jackson,  Reuben  Webb,  Chand- 
ler Darlington,  Isaac  Meredith,  Jambs  Henry,  Esther  Hates,  ' 
Alice  Eliza  Hambleton,  Mary  L.  Barnard,  Mart  Anne  W.  John- 
son, Ebrnezer  James,*  Thomas  Hambleton,  Benjamin  Ptle,  J.  F. 
Stern,  Oliver  Johnson,  Eusebius  Barnard,  Wm.  Logan  Fisher, 
Thomas  Garrett,  Wm.  B.  Elliott,  and  Thomas  Borton,  was  adopted. 
The  Committee  was  continued  till  next  year. 

On  motion  of  Lea  Pcset,  a  Committee,  consisting  of  John  G.  Jack- 
son, Lea  Puset,  Dinah  Mendenhall,  James  Henrt,  Mart  P.  Wil- 
son, Ruth  Dugdalb,  Amelia  Jackson,  Philena  Hbald,  Alice  Eliza 
Hambleton,  Merct  Llotd,  Jacob  T.  Stern,  Anna  Puset,  Thomas 
Garrett,  Joseph  A.  Dugdale,  Carrie  Wise,  Henrt  M.  Smith 
and  Eleanor  Smith,  was  appointed  to  consider  the  subject  of  Spi- 
ritualism, to  report  next  year. 

Eli  Logan,  William  Barnard,  and  Ruth  Dugdale  were  appoint- 
ed a  Committee  to  prepare  and  circulate  a  petition  to  the  State  Legis- 
lature for  the  Abolition  of  Capital  Punishment. 

Epistles,  addressed  to  the  Waterloo  (N.  Y.)  and  Ohio  Yearly  Meet- 
ings, and  to  the  Friends  of  Human  Progress  in  North  Collins,  N.  Y.,  were 
presented  from  the  Committee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  adopted* 
The  Revising  Committee  were  authorized  to  prepare  epistles  to  the 
Michigan  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends  of  Human  Progress,  to  the  Wabash 
Yearly  Meeting  of  Congregational  Friends,  and  to  the  meeting  of  Pro- 
gressive Friends  at  Milton,  Ulster  Co.,  N.  Y. 

t  The  following  persons  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  revise  and 
publish  the  proceedings  of  this,  and  issue  a  call  for  our  next  Yearly 
Meetii^,  viz :  Joseph  A.  Dugdale,  Ruhanet  Wat,  Oliver  Johnson, 
Thomas  Garrett,  Hannah  M.  Darlington,  Isaac  Mendenhall^ 
William  Barnard,  Philena  Heald,  John  G.  Jackson,  Ruth  Duo- 
dale,  Lizzie  McFarlan,  Franklin  Darlington,  Hannah  Psnnook, 
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JosiAH  Wilson,  Dinah  Mendenhall,  Susanna  Chambers,  S.  M. 
Barnard,  S.  A.  Entrikkn,  Rachel  Wilson,  Aones  Sanders. 

Id  closing  the  deliberatioDs  of  our  Fourth  Annual  Convocation,  we 
gladly  embrace  the  opportunity  aflforded  us  to  renew  our  testimony  in 
favor  of  the  non-theological  and  non-sectarian  basis  of  our  Association, 
and  to  declare  to  the  world  that  our  experience  has  abundantly  confirm- 
ed ns  in  the  conviction  expressed  at  the  outset,  viz :  *  That  a  common 
loVe  of  God  as  the  Universal  Father,  a  common  love  for  mankind  as 
one  Brotherhood,  a  common  thirst  for  Truth,  a  common  devotion  to  the 
Right,  and  common  aspirations  for  Personal  Purity  and  Social  Well- 
being,  are  a  far  nobler,  higher,  and  stronger  bond  of  Religious  Fellow- 
ship and  Fraternity  than  any  thing  that  has  been  or  can  be  found  in 
creeds,  confessions  of  faith,  or  forms  of  worship,  differing  very  widely 
from  one  another  upon  theological  points,  we  have  been  essentially  of 
ODe  heart  and  one  mind  in  regard  to  the  great  moral  issues  which,  from 
time  to  time,  have  claimed  our  attention ;  and  this  oneness  of  spirit 
in  respect  to  the  practical  duties  of  life  has  preserved  us  from  "  foolish 
questions"  and  "doubtful  disputations"  and  "strifes''  of  doctrine,  and 
enabled  us  to  labor  together,  with  constantly  increasing  respect,  attach- 
ment and  afifection,  for  our  own  edification,  comfort  and  growth,  and 
for  the  highest  welfare  of  the  human  race.  We  are  greatly  encouraged 
and  strengthened  by  the  indications  whicji  greet  us  on  every  hand»  that 
the  spirit  of  Progress  and  Reform  is  making  itself  felt,  more  or  lees 
powerfdlly,  in  almost  every  religious  denomination ;  that  the  bonds  of 
Sect  are  constantly  growing  weaker;  that  Priestcraft  and  Church  craft 
are  becoming  more  and  more  distasteful  and  odious  in  the  public  esti- 
mation; and  that  multitudes  of  the  most  enlightened,  earnest  and  de- 
voted men  and  women  of  the  age  are  throwing  off  the  trammels  of 
superstition,  bigotry  and  intolerance,  and  seeking  such  forms  of  religioiO 
association  as  are  in  accordance  with  the  fundamental  laws  of  human 
nature,  the  sovereignty  of  Conscience,  the  right  of  private  judgment, 
aud  the  liberty  of  thought  and  speech.  Grateful  for  the  measure  of 
success  which  has  attended  our  efforts  hitherto,  and  cheered  by  the 
words  of  encouragement  and  hope  that  greet  us  on  every  side,  it  is  our 
earnest  desire  that  we  may  be  found  faithful  in  time  to  come,  and  that 
the  cause  of  truth  and  righteousness  may  go  on  to  a  speedy  triumph. 
Signed  in  behalf  of  the  Yearly  Meeting, 

JOSEPH  A.  DUGDALE, 
RUHANEY  WAY,  S    Clerks. 

OLIVER  JOHNSON, 
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EXPOSITION  OF  SENTIMENTS. 

ADOPTED     BT    THE    PENNSYLVAIOA    TEARLT    MEEmfG    0? 
PROGRESSIVE    FRIENDS. 

To  the  Friends  of  Pure  and  Undefiled  Religion^  and  to  all  Seekers  after 
Truths  of  whatever  name  or  denominationy  the  Pennsylvania  Yearly 
Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends  sendeth  Oreeti'ng : 

Dear  Friends: — Having  been  led,  as  we  trust,  through  obedience 
to  the  revelations  of  truth,  to  form  a  Religious  Association  upon  princi- 
ples always  too  little  regarded  and  often  trampled  under  foot  by  pro- 
fessing Christians  and  popular  sects,  we  are  constrained  to  address  you 
in  explanation  of  our  leading  sentiments,  purposes,  plans,  and  hopes. 
I^  as  we  believe,  the  basis  of  our  organization,  and  the  arrangements 
we  propose  for  the  culture  of  man^s  religious  powers,  are  in  harmony 
with  the  Divine  laws,  and  adapted  to  the  wants  of  human  nature  and 
the  demands  of  the  present  age,  it  is  certainly  incumbent  upon  us  to 
diffuse  the  knowledge  thereof  as  widely  as  possible;  and  ifj  on  the 
other  hand,  ''  the  light  that  is  in  us  be  darkness,''  it  is  proper  that  we 
should  invoke  your  earnest  efforts  to  redeem  us  from  our  errors,  and 
turn  our  feet  into  the  highway  of  holiness  and  truth.  We,  therefore, 
ask  your  serious  and  unprejudiced  consideration  of  the  matters  presented 
in  this  Exposition,  so  that,  whether  you  shall  accept  or  reject  our  propo- 
sitions, your  conclusions  may  minister  to  your  own  peace  of  mind  and 
growth  in  the  love  and  practice  of  the  truth. 

In  our  efforts  to  apply  the  principles  of  Christianity  to  daily  life, 
and  to  social  customs  and  institutions  which  we  deemed  subversive  of 
individual  and  national  morality,  as  well  as  in  conflict  with  the  laws  of 
God,  we  encountered  the  hostility  of  the  popular  sects,  to  one  or  an- 
other of  which  most  of  us  belonged,  and  to  which  we  were  bound  by 
ties  that  grew  with  our  growth  and  strengthened  with  our  strength. 
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Mingling  with  the  chime  of  church  bells  and  with  the  tones  of  the 
preacher's  voice,  or  breaking  upon  the  stiUness  of  our  religious  assem- 
blies, we  heard  the  clank  of  the  slave's  chain,  the  groans  of  the  wound- 
ed and  dying  on  the  field  of  bloody  strife,  the  noise  of  drunken  revelry, 
the  sad  ciy  of  the  widow  and  the  fatherless,  and  the  wail  of  homeless, 
despairing  poverty,  driven 

"By  fotd  Oppression's  ittffion  gluttony 
Forth  from  life's  plonteous  feast ; " 

and  when,  in  obedience  to  the  voice  of  Gk>d,  speaking  through  the 
holiest  sympathies  and  purest  impulses  of  our  Godlike  humanity,  ve 
sought  to  arouse  our  countiymen  to  united  efforts  for  the  relief  of  human 
suffering,  the  removal  of  giant  wrongs,  the  suppression  of  foul  iniquities, 
we  found  the  Church,  in  spite  of  her  solemn  professions,  arrayed  againet 
us,  blocking  up  the  path  of  reform  with  her  serried  ranks,  prostituting 
her  mighty  influence  to  the  suppor)  of  wickedness  in  high  places, 
smiling  complacently  upon  the  haughty  oppressor,  "justifying  the 
wicked  for  a  reward,"  maligning  the  faithful  Abdiels  who  dared  to 
stand  up  for  the  truth  and  to  testify  against  popular  crimes — thus 
traitorously  upsetting  the  very  foundations  of  the  Religion  she  was 
sacredly  bound  to  support  and  exemplify,  and  doing  in  the  name  of 
Christ  deeds  at  which  humanity  shuddered,  obliterating  her  indignant 
bhtshes  only  with  the  tears  that  welled  up  from  the  deeps  of  her  great, 
loving  heart 

For  a  time,  though  not  without  deep  mortification  and  discourage- 
ment, we  bore  this  appalling  delinquency,  thinking  in  our  shortrsight- 
edness  that  it  was  mainly  the  result  of  a  temporary  mistake,  and  not  of 
an  incurable  leprosy  tainting  the  whole  body.  In  the  "  patience  of 
hope  "  we  toiled  on,  seeking  to^form  alike  the  Church  and  the  world, 
and  deeming  it  certain  that  the  former  woiild  speedily  abandon  her 
&lse  and  sinful  position,  and  ^  come  up  to  the  help  of  the  Lord  "  against 
the  hosts  of  unrighteousness  and  oppression.  Our  hopes  in  this  respect 
were  doomed  to  a  sad  and  bitter  disappointment  The  leaders  of  the  « 
Church,  instead  of  retracing  the  false  step  which  they  had  taken,  grew 
more  and  more  hostile  to  the  cause  of  Christian  Reform,  while  there  was 
not  found  in  the  body  enough  of  moral  principle  to  reject  their  counsels 
and  repudiate  their  impious  claims  to  a  Divine  warrant  for  their  crimi- 
nal apostacy.  Inflated  with  spiritual  pride,  and  claiming  to  be  the 
anointed  expounders  of  God's  will,  they  mocked  at  Philanthropy  as  no 
part  of  religion,  exalted  in  its  place  the  Dagon  of  man-made  Disciplines, 
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dfged  obedience  to  the  decisions  of  Yearly  Meetings  oi  cdier  eccleah 
astical  assemblies,  as  the  sum  of  human  obligation,  bade  ns  stifle  the 
gushing  sympathies  which  link  us  to  our  kind,  and  passively  **  wait 
QoiTs  time ^  for  the  removal  of  the  evUs  that  afflict  and  curse  our  race; 
as  if  God  had  not  revealed  his  purpose  of  doing  this  work  by  human 
instrumentality — as  if  there  were  times  when  deeds  of  charity  and 
mercy  are  offensive  in  His  sight — as  if  the  cry  of  suffering  HumanitT 
and  the  emotions  it  stirs  within  us  were  not  a  sufficient  revelation  of 
His  will,  and  we  were  bound  to  wait  in  listless  inactivity  for  some 
supernatural  or  miraculous  manifestation  of  His  authority  and  power ! 
Alas  I  how  many  have  thus  waited,  until  at  last  the  spiritual  e^ur  has 
become  too  dull  and  heavy  to  vibrate  under  the  gentle  tones  of  the 
"still,  small  voice,**  and  the  heart  so  hard  and  cold,  that  it  has  ceased 
to  beat  at  the  cry  of  mortal  woe !  Superstition  has  woven  around  their 
souls  her  impenetrable  veil,  excluding  the  warm  sunlight  of  Qod^s  pre- 
sence, paralyzing  their  moral  energies,  and  leaving  their  holiest  sympa- 
thies to  stagnate  for  lack  of  use ;  thus  unfitting  them  for  the  work 
the  good  Father  sets  before  them  in  common  with  all  His  children,  and 
defeating  the  great  end  and  purpose  of  their  earthly  life. 

When  we  refused  to  obey  the  mandate  of  our  ecclesiastical  rulers, 
choosing  to  hearken  to  the  voice  of  God  rather  than  unto  the  voice  of 
man,  we  found  our  worst  foes  in  our  own  religious  households ;  the  rod 
of  ecclesiastical  power  was  lifted  above  our  heads,  and  some  of  us  were 
made  to  understand  that  excommunication  was  the  price  to  be  paid  for 
the  exercise  of  that  liberty  which  Jesus  proclaimed  as  the  birthright  of 
his  disciples.  We  might  have  devoted  our  energies,  to  the  acquisition 
of  wealth,  and,  in  imitation  of  the  example  of  many  who  stood  high  m 
the  Church,  entered  into  close  relations  with  men  devoid  of  religious 
principle  in  the  pursuit  of  that  object,  and  no  voice  of  censure  or  re- 
proof would  have  been  lifted  against  us ;  but  when  we  associated  with 
noble  men  and  women,  not  of  our  sect,  for  the  purpose  of  abolishing 
slavery,  war,  intemperance,  and  other  crying  abominations,  and  our 
zeal  for  humanity  made  us  indifferent  to  the  forms  of  the  Church, 
though  more  than  ever  alive  to  the  great  principles  she  had  so  long 
professed  to  believe  and  revere,  we  were  treated  as  offenders;  and  the 
strange  spectacle  was  witnessed  of  bodies,  claiming  to  be  God's  repre- 
•entatives  on  earth,  excluding  from  their  pale,  men  and  women  of  blame- 
less lives  for  loving  peace,  purity  and  freedom  so  devotedly,  as  to  be 
willing  to  co-operate  with  all  whose  hearts  prompted  them  to  labor  £v 
tlie  promotion  of  those  heavenly  virtues.    Thus  were  the  great  and  en- 
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nobKng  principle  of  our  common  hmnanity  sabordinated  to  sectarian' 
^l>boIeths,  and  that  Divine  charity,  which  is  the  essence  of  the  God- 
like, and  the  sum  of  every  virtue  in  man,  narrowed  down  to  the  dimen- 
sioiis  of  a  particular  creed,  or  smothered  under  the  petty  limitations  of 
speculative  theology. 

Driven  thus  to  choose  between  our  loyalty  to  sect  and  our  allegiance 
to  God,  and  feeling  still  the  need  of  some  outward  helps  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  religious  sentiment,  we  were  naturally  led  to  investigate 
the  whole  subject  of  religious  oi^ganization,  its  nature,  uses  and  sphere, 
and  the  source  and  extent  of  its  powers.  The  result  of  our  inquiries  is 
a  dear  conviction,  that  Churches,  however  high  their  pretensions  of  au- 
thority derived  from  God,  are  only  human  organizations,  and  the  repos- 
itories of  only  such  powers  as  may  have  been  rightfully  conferred  upon 
them  by  the  individuals  of  whom  they  are  composed,  or  derived  from 
the  laws  of  our  social'  nature.  It  i^  time  that  this  truth,  so  long  ob- 
scured by  the  sorceij^  of  priestcraft,  were  clearly  understood  and  boldly 
proclaimed.  Too  long  have  the  common  people  been  deluded  with  the 
idea  that  the  Church  holds  a  mysterious  organic  relation  to  the  Infi- 
nite,— ^a  reUition  distinct  from  that  existing  between  the  soul  and  its 
Creator,  and  conferring  special  powers  and  prerogatives.  Perhaps  no 
error  has  done  mpre  than  this  to  debase  and  enslave  the  mind  of  man, 
to  fetter  his  godlike  powers,  and  make  him  the  ready  instrument  of 
superstition  and  priestcraft  It  is  the  most  vicious  element  of  Popery, 
from  which  our  Protestant  seats  are  not  yet  delivered.  Our  religion, 
which  ahould  make  us  free  and  self-reliant,  willing  to  bend  the  knee  only 
to  God,  as  he  stands  revealed  to  our  own  consciousness,  withered  by  the 
toudi  of  this  superstition,  becomes,  in  the  hands  of  ambitious  and  designing 
men,  the  instrument  of  our  degradation,  the  symbol  of  littleness,  meanness, 
bigotry  and  hypocrisy.  The  Romish  Church  sets  up  for  herself  a  claim  of 
abaolute  infallibility,  and  the  various  Protestant  sects,  professing  to  deride 
^  pretCTsions,  yet  tax  our  credulity  scarcely  less.  From  the  Episcopal 
Church,  with  her  imposing  ritual  and  elaborate  ceremonials,  down  to  mod- 
em Quakerism,  with  its  professed  abjuration  of  all  forms,  its  rustic  garb 
and  look  of  "  meek  simplicity,"  all  seem  deluded  with  the  idea  that  the 
Church,  being  made  after  a  Divine  pattern,  is  supematurally  presen-ed 
from  error.  Even  the  Quaker  regards  the  decision  of  his  Yearly  Meeting 
with  a  superstitious  reverence  scarcely  inferior  to  that  which  the  Catho- 
lic awards  to  the  decrees  of  the  Pope  and  the  Cardinals.  Do  his  rea- 
son and  common  sense  suggest  that  the  Yearly  Meeting  has  decided 
erroneously  or  unjustly,  he  banishes  the  thought  as  little  less  than  im- 
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pious,  becomes  8ile.it  if  not  acquiescent,  and  maybap  biys  his  reason 
and  common  sense  a  sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  the  Cburob.  Poor  manl 
let  him  be  once  fairly  convinced  that  ecclesiastical  bodies,  hoVever  sa 
cred  their  professions,  however  worthy  of  esteem  within  their  legits 
mate  sphere,  are  yet  only  human^  and  without  authority  to  bind  the 
conscience  even  of  the  hxmablest  of  God's  children,  and  he  will  no  longer 
dare  to  offer  such  a  sacrifice,  to  dish<mor  his  Creator  by  debasing  his 
own  exalted  powers. 

It  would  be  easy  to  show  that  this  daim  of  supernatural  power,  <» 
the  part  of  the  organized  Chu^xih,  is  at  war  with  tie  whole  genius  and 
spirit  of  Christianity  as  exhibited  in  the  life  and  teachings  of  Jesus,  and 
^-ithout  warrant  in  the  writings  of  the  Apostles  and  primitive  ChristiaDs, 
as  well  as  subversive  of  individual  rights  and  responsibilities.    Jesos 
nowhere  indicated  an  intention  to  organize  a  Church  clothed  with  such 
power.    Indeed,  it  does  not  appear  from  his  recorded  words  that  he 
even  contemplated  any  organization  whatever  of  those  who  should  em- 
brace his  doctrines.    He  specified  no  such  work  as  Incumbent  upon 
tliose  whom  he  sent  forth  as  witnesses  of  the  truth,  but  1^  them  to 
adopt  such  instrumentalities  as  might  seem  to  them  adapted  to  promote 
the  object  of  their  mission.    The  Apostles  did  indeed  organize  Churches, 
but  they  did  not  pretend  that  they  were  framed  after  a  Divinely  pre- 
scribed pattern,  still  less  that  they  were  clothed  with  a  supernatural 
power.   "  It  was  not,"  says  a  learned  writei^*  "  until  the  number  of  personal 
followers  of  Jesus  increased  by  thousands,  and  theneedof  some  organization 
began  to  befelt^  that  any  thing  like  the  institution  of  a  distinct  and  perma- 
nent religious  society  appears  to  have  been  definitely  contemplated.    And 
then  nothing  more  was  done,  t?uin  was  necessary  to  that  present  exigency. 
Thus  the  whole  institution  of  the  Church  at  Jerusalem  grew  upT)y 
Jegrees,  as  one  step  after  another  teas  called  for  by  a  succession  ofdr- 
cumstances  altogether  peculiar,^    A  religious  periodical  of  high  authority 
in  matters  of  ecclesiastical  history,  f  testified,  some  years  since,  as  fol- 
lows :  "  Men  have  dung  as  with  a  dying  grasp  to  a  few  shreds  of  an- 
cient tradition,  and  deemed  it  sacrilege  to  meddle  with  these  consecrated 
relics.    They  have  attached  a  peculiar  sacredness  to  their  awn  constitu- 
tions, councils,  ordinances,  creeds  and  decisions,  as  if  they  rested  on 
Divine  right  and  apostolic  authority. . .  .The  beautiful  theories  of  Church 
government,  devised  with  so  much  care  and  put  together  with  so  xnxxch 
skill  and  art,  have,  we  are  sure,  no  manner  of  resemblance   to   the 

*  Leonard  Bacon,  in  his  "Manual  for  Young  Church  Members.** 
t  The  Chrittian  Spectator^  Sept,  1883. 
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Cliiircli68  mentioned  in  the  Acts  and  Epistles.  The  primitiye  Chns* 
tisms,  could  they  come  among  ns,  j^ould  be  not  a  little  8m3)rised  to  hear 
liieir  assemblies,  gathered  by  steJui  for  worship,  with  or  without  par- 
ticular standing  officers,  referred  to  as  the  models  afier  which  the  super^ 
structure  of  denominational  Churches  is  supposed  to  be  fashioned. 
They  were  simple-hearted  men  and  women,  exposed  to  continual  perse- 
cution, and  bound  together  in  Christian  love ;  forming  and  modifying 
their  regulutions  exactly/  as  was  needed  ;  never  once  dreaming  that  they 
or  their  successors  were  bound  to  a  single  system  by  some  great  code, 
provided  by  Divine  authority . . .  .The  reason  of  associating  together 
was,  to  further  this  great  end,  mutually  to  enliven  the  feelings  of  devo- 
tion, strengthen  the  principles  of  piety,  and  aid  in,  and  urge  to,  the  dis- 
charge of  duty. . .  .Some  things  were  practised  in  some  Churches  and 
not  in  others.  Some  officers  existed  in  one  and  not  in  another ;  some 
met  in  one  place  and  not  in  another ;  and  all  had  a  right  to  do  what- 
ever might  he  conducive  to  the  general  good," 

"We  have  dwelt  at  some  length  on  this  pointy  because  we  deem  it  of 
fundamental  importance.  This  claim  of  organic  communion  with  God 
lies  at  the  root  of  many  evils  in  the  Churches  around  us,  and  hence  we 
desire  to  make  our  denial  of  its  validity  as  emphatic  as  possible^  We 
woula  impress  upon  the  minds  of  all  whom  our  voice  may  reach,  the 
truth,  that  there  is  no  mysterious  alchemy  whereby  a  company  of  men, 
mean  and  selfish  as  individuals,  are  transmuted  into  a  holy  body ;  no* Divine 
afflatus  vouchsafed  to  them  in  the  mass,  superseding  the  necessity  of 
personal  conformity  to  the  will  of  God.  Such  a  claim  is  the  acme  of 
superstition  and  imposture.  It  is  amazing  that  it  should  for  so  long  a 
period  have  deceived  and  befooled  the  nations !  When  will  the  people 
learn  that  there  is  nothing  Divine,  nothing  too  sacred  for  investigation, 
in  the  artificial  arrangements  and  prescribed  formalities  of  sects  ?  Alas ! 
what  multitudes  join  the  popular  Churches,  submitting  to  their  rites  and 
paying  the  expenses  of  their  administration,  deluding  themselves  mean- 
while with  the  idea  that  they  are  thus  ensuring  their*  eternal  salvation^  ■ 
even  though  their  daily  lives  are  defiled  by  sordid  and  debasing  acts, 
and  they  scarcely  lift  a  finger  or  breathe  one  honest  aspiration  for  their 
own  or  the  world's  moral  improvement ! 

Our  inquiries  into  the  nature  and  uses  of  Religious  Organization 
have  also  brought  us  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  Churches  around  us  have 
made  a  vital  mistake  in  demanding  uniformity  of  belief  in  respect  to 
scholastic  theology,  ordinances,  rites  and  forms,  as  a  condition  of  reK- 
gtous  fellowship  and  the  basis  of  associated  effort     It  would  hardly  l»e 
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poasible  to  exaggerate  the  evils  reeulting  from  tliis  mistake.  It  has  led 
the  Church  into  dissensions,  hypocrisy  and  all  uncharitableness,  and  in- 
stead of  promoting  a  manly,  vigoroui^and  healthfdl  piety,  which  ever 
manifests  itself  in  works  of  practical  benevolence  and  would  make  her  a 
burning  and  a  shining  light  in  the  presence  of  surrounding  darkness,  it 
narrows  the  scope  of  her  vision,  dwarfs  the  intellect,  smothers  the  hearty 
and  makes  her  the  purveyor  of  traditions  and  shams,  a  covert  for  mean- 
ess  and  treachery,  and  a  hiding-place  for  the  perpetrators  and  apologists 
of  popular  wickedness.  It  reverses  the  arrangements  proposed  by  Jesus 
and  his  early  followers,  putting  that  first  which  should  be  last,  tha  inci- 
dental in  place  of  the  primary,  the  temporary  in  place  of  the  eternal 
Jesus  enjoins  it  upon  his  hearers  to  "  seek  first  the  kingdom  of  God  and 
His  righteoumess  ;  "  but  the  popular  Church  practically  tells  us,  on  pain 
of  eternal  perdition,  to  seek  first  c^  all  the  theology  of  that  kingdom,  as- 
suring ns,  with  impious  tongue,  that  if  we  only  master  that,  get  its  dif- 
ferent parts  properly  arranged  and  labelled,  and  learn  to  believe  them, 
however  inconsistent  with  each  other,  and  contrary  to  our  reason  and 
common  sense,  the  righteousness  may  safely  enough  be  left  to  take  care 
of  itself!  Instead  of  requiring  as  the  evidence  of^our  piety  the  "  fruits" 
demanded  in  the  Gospel  of  Jesus,  it  sneers  at  "  good  works  "  as  **  car- 
nal "  Ad  inefficacious,  bids  us  mind  our  catechisms,  disciplines  and  con- 
fessions  of  faith ;  to  come  regularly  to  its  assemblies,  and  worship  accord- 
ing to  its  prescribed  forms  I  It  is  no  wonder  that  politicians,  bent  upon 
schemes  of  selfish  aggrandizement,  mock  at  the  Higher  Law,  and  declare 
their  own  oppressive  statutes  a  finality,  when  the  Church  is  found  thus 
corrupt  and  apostate.  No  marvel  that  insatiate  Wealth  tramples  upon 
lowly  Poverty;  that  War's  "red  thunders"  reverberate  round  the  world' 
that  Drunkenness  counts  its  victims  by  tens  of  thousands ;  that  Land 
Monopoly  grinds  humanity  in  the  dust;  that  Lust  is  doing  his  work  of 
defilement  and  shame  with  impunity ;  that  immortal  beings  are  driven 
to  their  daily  toil  imder  the  lash,  and  even  sold  in  the  shambles,  when 
the  Church  proffers  absolution  for  such  crimes  upon  terms  so  easy  of 
fulfilmept. 

The  natural  counterpart  of  this  false  and  superstitious  devotion  to 
creeds  and  forms  is  an  unnatural  sourness  and  melancholy — a  Pharisai- 
cal spirit,  which  frowns  upon  amusements  as  an  offence  to  God,  and 
which  would  cover  the  face  of  society  with  a  sanctimonious  gloom  as 
repugnant  to  Religion  as  to  unperverted  human  nature.  The  victims 
of  this  spirit  converse  about  religion,  not  in  manly  and  natural  tones^ 
indicative  of  sincerity  and  earnestness,  but  in  a  whining,  canting  man- 
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ner,  as  if  it  were  a  burden  hard  to  be  borne,  but  which  they  reluctantly 
oonsent  to  carry  during  their  mortal  life,  as  the  only  means  of  eternal 
salvation !  We  are  persuaded  that  the  exhibitions  of  this  spirit  on  the. 
part  of  the  Church  have  produced  incalculable  mischief  by  exciting  the 
prejudices  of  the  young  against  cdl  Religion  as  necessarily  of  an  ascetic 
character,  and  by  placing  amusements  beyond  the  pale  of  Christian  in- 
fluence, thus  making  them  liable  to  excesses  which  might  otherwib^  be 
avoided.  The  Christian,  of  all  other  persons,  should  not  be  of  a  sad  coun- 
tenance, but  ever  cheerful  and  hopeful  in  his  demeanor,  making  the  very 
atmosphere  he  breathes  a  witness  of  the  serene  joy  that  dwells  m  his 
heart  No  fidse  idea  of  sanctity,  no  superstitious  or  fanatical  "  worry  " 
about  his  soul,  should  he  ever  suffer  to  make  his  presence  distasteful  and 
unwelcome  to  the  young. 

We  cjmnot  undertake  to  particularize  all  the  errors  of  principle  and 
practice  in  the  popular  Churches,  which  our  investigations  have  revealed 
to  us ;  but  there  is  one  more  which  we  must  not  pass  in  silence.  We 
allude  to  that  vicious  and  despotic  feature  in  the  organization  of  most 
of  them,  which,  beginning  in  the  subordination  of  the  individual  to  the 
local  Church,  or  to  Elders,  Overseers,  or  other  officers  thereofi  ends  in 
the  subjection  of  local  bodies  to  some  larger  assembly  or  central  power. 
There  are,  indeed,  some  Churches  which  have  attempted  to  abolish  this 
system,  but  they  are  still  too  much  bound  by  usage  to  practices  incon- 
astent  with  their  theories.  Experience,  as  well  as  observation,  has 
taught  us  that  local  organizations  should  in  the  first  place  be  formed 
upon  principle^  which  will  offer  the  best  possible  safeguard  to  the  equal 
rights  of  the  individual  members,  and  discourage  tyranny,  whether  of 
the  many  or  the  few ;  and,  in  the  next  place,  that  they  should  never 
allow  any  other  body,  however  numerous  or  imposing,  to  exercise 
authority  over  them.  The  forms  of  Church  organization,  instead  of  being 
•  such  as  are  suggested  by  the  ideas  of  individual  freedom  and  responsi- 
bility which  pervade  the  teachings  of  Jesus,  would  seem  to  have  been 
borrowed  fix>m  anti-Christian  and  despotic  systems  of  civil  government, 
whereof  force  is  the  vital  and  controlling  element  Under  such  forms, 
religious  tyranny,  always  difficult  of  repression,  is  sure  to  spring  up  into 
a  vigorous  life.  It  would  be  easy  to  illustrate  this  truth  by  a  reference 
to  the  history  of  any  of  those  Churches  in  which  the  affiliated  and  sub- 
ordinating system  of  government  prevails,  but  the  experience  of  many 
of  our  number  naturally  leads  us  to  point  to  the  Society  of  Friends  as  a 
wamin^against  this  lamentable  evil.  The  setting  apart  of  ministers  as 
a  distinct  order  of  persons,  and  for  life ;  the  appointment  of  Elders  to  nt 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


22 

in  judgment  upon  tlie  services  of  the  Ministry,  and  to  determine  officially 
what  is  and  what  w  not  inspiration ;  the  subjection  of  individual  liberty 
to  official  dictation ;  the  subordination  of  Preparative  to  Monthly,  of 
Monthly  to  Quarterly,  of  Quarterly  to  Yearly  Meetings ;  all  this  aflfords 
a  covert  for  despotic  authority.  It  is  an  arrangement  whereby  the  few 
are  enabled  to  control  the  many,  and  to  carry  into  successful  operation 
their  plans  for  keeping  the  Church  pc^ular  vrith  the  world,  while  she  is 
trampling  upon  her  own  most  vital  principles,  and  obstinately  refusing 
to  do  the  work  for  which  she  was  originally  established.  It  aggravates, 
moreover,  all  the  other  evils  which  have  crept  into  the  body,  and  renden 
the  work  of  reform  extremely  difficult,  if  not  impossible. 

But  while  we  thus  eamestiy  deny  the  claims  of  Religious  Associa- 
tions to  Divine  authority,  and  maintain  that  they  form  no  exception  to 
the  rule,  that  "  institutions  are  made  for  man,  not  man  for  in^tutions," 
and  while  we  would  fearlessly  expose  all   that  is  wrong  in  existing 
Churches,  we  do  not  therefore  repudiate  such  associations  as  necessarily 
evil.    Founded  upon  right  principles,  adjusted  to  the  wants  of  our  social 
nature,  within  their  legitimate  sphere  as  the  servants  and  help^s,  not 
the  pilasters  of  the  soul,  as  a  means  and  not  an  end,  we  esteem  them  of 
great  importance.    It  is  only  when  they  interpose  between  our  con- 
sciences and  God,  assuming  to  tell  us  authoritatively  how  much  and 
what  we  must  believe,  and  virtually  trampling  under  foot  the  right  of 
private  judgment,  that  our  manhood  prompts  us  to  reject  theuL    The 
mistakes  which  men  have  made  in  their  efforts  to  reab'ze  the  benefits  of 
Religious  Association,  however  strange  and  even  preposterous  they  may 
appear  to  us  at  this  advanced  period  of  the  world's  history,  were  only 
die  incidents  of  Humanity  imperfectiy  informed  and  developed.    They 
should  not  therefore  discourage  us,  still  less  lead  us  into  other  errois  at 
the  opposite  extreme.    Men  have  also  made  great  mistakes  in  science, 
and  ir  things  pertaining  to  physical  life — in  astronomy,  chemistry,  and 
the  mechanic  arts,  and  even  in  agriculture ;  and  it  would  bo  no  more 
absurd  to  urge  these  mistakes  as  a  reason  for  abandoning  all  associated 
effort  in  such  matters,  than  it  would  be  to  allege  the  similar  blundera 
into  which  men  have  fallen  in  regard  to  Religion,  and  the  abuses  grow- 
ing out  of  them,  as  a  reason  why  we  should  resist  the  strong  impulse  of 
our  nature  which  prompts  us  to  combine  our  efforts  for  the  promotion  of 
gioty  and  good  morals.    Past  errors  and  present  imperfections,  instead 
of  affording  an  argument  against  organization,  are  only  illustrations  of 
its  necessity,  as  a  means  whereby  the  strong  may  help  the  weak,  the 
highly  cultivated  soul  minister  to  the  edification  of  Uioee  less  enlightened, 
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vnd  social  inftaenoe  become  the  aid  and  support  of  individual  viitue» 
Beavers  do  not  more  naturally  combine  to  build  their  habitations,  than 
men  and  women,  inspired  by  a  t^ommon  love  of  God  and  Humanity, 
and  a  common  thirst  hr  reli^ous  excellence,  mingle  and  combine  their 
individaal  efforts  for  the  promotion  of  pure  Mid  undefiled  religion  among 
themselves  and  throughout  the  world. 

In  forming  The  Pennaylvania  Yearly  Meeting  of  Progressive 
FrimdSy  we  have  followed  the  instincts  of  our  moml  and  social  nature, 
«iid  acted  upon  l^e  settled  oonviction,  that  such  an  organisation  was 
necessary  to  our  highest  efficiency  in  the  work  which  our  Heavenly 
Father  has  given  us  to  do.  We  seek  not  to  diminish,  but  to  intensify, 
in  ourselves  the  sense  of  individual  responsibility — not  to  escape  from 
duty,  but  to  aid  one  another  in  its  performance — ^to  lift  up  before  all  who 
may  be  influenced  by  our  words  or  actions  a  high  standard  of  moral 
and  religious  ezoeUeiice — to  commit  ourselves  before  the  world  as  the 
friends  of  nghteousness  and  truth,  and  as  under  the  highest  obligations 
to  labor  for  the.  redempti<m  of  mankind  from  every  form  of  error  and  sin. 

It  has  been  our  honest  endeavor  Xo  avoid,  if  possible,  the  mistakes 
into  which  previous  organizations  have  so  generally  &llen,  and  especial- 
ly those  radical  errors  which  are  pointed  out  in  this  addKss.  To  this 
end  we  have  made  our  association  as  simple  as  possible,  having  done 
litde  more  than  to  provide  for  an  annual  assembly.  We  claim  for  this 
organization  no  other  powers  than  such  as  we  ourselves  have  conferred 
upon  it  in  consistency  with  our  own  and  others'  individual  freedom. 
We  make  no  draft  upon  the  veneration  of  our  fellow-men  for  any  ar- 
fangemait  that  we  have  adopted,  or  may  adopt  hereafter.  Veneration 
18  due  only  to  Qod^  and  to  those  eternal  principles  of  Rectitude, 
Justice  and  Love,  of  which  He  is  the  embodiment. 

We  have  set  forth  no  forms  nor  ceremonies ;  nor  have  we  sought  to 
impose  upon  ourselves  or  others  a  system  of  doctrinal  belief  Such 
matters  we  have  left  where  Jesus  1^  them,  with  the  conscience  and 
common  sense  of  the  individual.  It  has  been  our  cherished  purpose  to 
restore  the  union  between  Religi<m  and  Life,  and  to  place  works  of 
goodness  and  mercy  hx  above  theofogical  speculations  and  scholastic  sub- 
tleties of  doctrine.  Creed-making  is  not  among  the  objects  of  our  asso- 
dation.  Christianity,  as  it  presents  itself  to  our  minds,  is  too  deep,  too 
broad,  and  too  high,  to  be  brought  within  the  cold  propositions  of  the 
theoiogiaiL  We  should  as  soon  think  of  bottling  up  the  sunshine  for 
die  use  of  posterity,  as  of  attempting  to  adjust  the  free  and  universal 
principles  taught  and  exemplified  by  Jesus  of  Nazareth  to  the  angles  of 
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A  man-made  creed.  Clmiehes  whioh  uidertaice  tlus  impioiD  and  m* 
practioable  work  doom  themaelres  tlierel^  to  bairenness  and  deatL  In* 
stead  of  being  wanned  and  aninMited  by  that  living  faith  which  ^  worfa 
by  love  ^  and  oreroomes  the  world,  they  lapse  into  bigotiy  and  intoI«^ 
ance,  and  their  formi^ariea,  having  no  life  in  themselvea^  become  at 
length  mere  petri&ctions,  fbaeil  remains  <^  ideasy  which,  however  ag* 
nificant  once,  hare  no  longer  any  adaptati(»  to  the  cimdition  of  the  race. 
It  is  sad  to  behold  a  Chnrch,  with  Christ's  name  opon  its  brow,  turui^ 
Away  from  the  wells  of  immortal  troth,  said  clinging  with  supersdtioQS 
pertinacity  and  veneration  to  the  shell  of  an  ancient  oreed,  or  the  letter  of 
an  ancient  Discipline,  from  which  the  original  soul  long  since  took  its 
flight;  swift  to  frown  upon  the  slightest  departore  from  its  forms  ind 
theories,  bnt  slow  to  otter  a  testimony  against  a  popular  nn ;  ever  seal- 
oos  in  tithing  **mint,  anise  and  cummin,"  bnt  heavy  of  strand  riowof 
speech  when  the  great  interests  of  Humanity  are  at  stake. 

Our  terms  of  membership  are  at  (moe  snnple,  practical  and  cathoho. 
If  we  may  be  said  to  have  a  test,  it  is  one  whidi  applies  to  the  heart 
and  the  life,  not  to  the  head  nor  to  any  of  its  speculations.  Our  plattbrm 
is  broad  as  Humanity,  and  comprehensive  as  Troth.  We  interrogfttt  ■ 
no  man  as  to  his  theological  belief;  we  send  no  Committees  to  piy  into 
the  motives  of  those  who  nay  desire  to  share  the  benefite  of  our  AstoA- 
adoD ;  but  open  the  door  to  all  who  recognize  the  Equal  Bro^erhood  of 
the  Human  Family,  vrithout  regard  to  sex,  col<Hr  or  condition,  and  who 
acknowledge  the  duty  of  defining  and  illustrating  their  lisith  in  God, 
not  by  assent  to  a  creed,  but  by  lives  of  personal  purity,  and  works  of 
beneficence  and  charity  to  mankind.  If,  by  any  possibiH^,  there  shfyold 
be  found  here  and  there  a  sincere  inquirer  after  truth,  who  may  not  feel 
himself  included  in  this  invitation  to  membendiipv  we  shall  sdll  bid  him 
welcome  to  our  assemblies,  and  listen  with  patience  to  whatever  his 
highest  convictions  may  prompt  him  to  offer.  We  do  not  seek  to  Und 
our  Association  together  by  external  bands,  nor  by  agreement  in  Eti- 
ological opinions.  Identity  c^  object,  oneness  of  spirit  in  respect  to 
the  paotical  duties  of  life,  the  communion  of  soid  with  Bovk  in  a 
common  love  of  the  beautiful  and  troe,  and  a  common  asptratbn  after 
moral  excellence, — ^these  are  our  bond  of  onion ;  and  wh^i  these  ihaU 
die  out  in  our  hearts,  nothing  will  remain  to  hold  us  together ;  and 
those  who  shall  come  after  us  will  not  be  subjected  to  the  troi^  of 
tearing  down  a  great  ecclesiastical  edifice,  constructed  1^  ourhanda^ 
before  they  can  make  provision  &r  the  supply  of  thcdr  own  reli- 
gious wants. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


25 

Hie  name  of  our  Anoeiation  is  raggestive  of  its  history  and  {»iiid« 
pies.  As  a  ngp  of  oar  adhereiioe  to  the  great  moral  testimonies  whiek 
the  Society  of  Friends  has  so  long  professedy  as  well  as  for  historical 
leasoBS,  we  have  adopted  in  part  the  name  chosen  hy  Fox,  Penn,  and 
other  reformers  of  a  past  generation,  foi^  the  Sodeties  which  they 
feonded,  and  whidi,  we  fcgret  to  say,  have  in  our  <Uty  widely  departed 
^m  the  spirit  and  principles  of  those  illustrious  mes.  The  term  ^Pr^ 
gjtmioe^  is  intended  as  a  reeognition  of  the  iaa^  that  our  knowledge  of 
imth  is  limited,  and  as  an  indication  of  an  honest  purpose  on  our  part 
to  ''go  on  unto  perfection,'^  and  to  avail  ourselves  from  time  to  time  of 
whatever  new  light  may  be  shed  upon  our  path.  Our  meeliags  are  at 
present  condneted  very  modi  like  those  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  ex- 
cept that  they  are  not  niled  by  Elders,  and  that  we  have  among  us  no 
privileged  dass  called  MinisterB.  We  welcome  alike  the  word  of  exhor- 
tation, the  voice  of  prayer,  aad  the  song  of  praise  and  thanksgiving, 
wbiehever  may  well  up  from  the  "  inner  frilness ^  of  the  devoted  heart; 
and  if  at  any  time  words  shall  be  utteved  that  appear  to  us  to  savor  not 
of  life  but  of  contention  and  speeolation,  while  we  may  fed  called  upon 
(0  speak  oar  own  sestiments  with  freedom,  we  hope  not  to  oe  found 
denying  the  liberty  of  speedi  to  others.  Borne  may  fear  that  liberty 
so  narestrieted  may  lead  to  disorder  and  oonftinon,  but  we  are  per 
sosded  that  gentJeneas  and  ferbearance  are  more  potent  than  officiid 
fetation,  and  that  the  instinctive  sense  of  right  Mid  wrong,  in  the  breast 
of  erea  a  misguided  and  obtrasive  man,  will  affoid  iS^  best  safeguard 
of  propriety  and  order  in  our  assemblies. 

As  a  Yeaiiy  Meelang,  we  disclaim  aU  discipitnary  anthority,  whether 
over  individiud  members  or  local  Associations.  We  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  d(>clare  our  sentiments  on  such  safajects  as  may  demand  our  atten- 
tion; bat  they  wHl  be  armed  with  no  other  force  than  that  which  oar 
moral  toflneaee  mi^  impart,  kx  which  may  belong  to  the  nature  of  truth 
when  earnestly  aad  honestly  spoken.  It  will  be  our  aim  to  cherish 
fteedoto  of  thought  aad  speech,  on  every  subject  relating  to  man^s 
highest  weifere.  In  saying  Uiis,  we  have  no  mental  reservations  to  mock 
(he  earnest  seeker  after  troth.  We  have  no  thanderbdts  to  launch 
at  those  whose  perceptions  of  tnath  lead  them  to  different  oondusiona 
fiom  (hose  of  the  m^rity ;  no  edicts  of  excommunication  to  scare  the 
eod  from  its  researches;  no  saactimonioiis  scowl  to  4art  at  him  who 
earries  the  torch  id  free  inquiry  into  the  veiy  holf  of  holies.  We  know 
«f  BO  question  too  sacred  for  examination,  nor  in  respect  to  which  hur 
inaa  reason  daoald  yield  to  human  authority,  however  ancient  or  ven  • 
snhla 
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Oar  organicatioii  is  fbnned  xtpon  sitclr  prmctples,  that  wluletliebo^ 
will  not  be  rcBponsible  for  the  acts  oC  individuals,  so,  on  Uie  other  hai^ 
iBdividnals  and  minorities  '<nay  avoid  re^>on8ibility  for  any  acts  of  tk 
body  which  thej  do  not  approve,  by  reeording  their  votes  against  sudk 
aets,  or,  if  they  think  the  case  demands  it,  by  a  protest.  It  will,  more* 
over,  be  ^e  right  of  any  individual  t«>  withdraw  firem  the  Associatioa  ik 
asy  Hjoinent,  without  beittg  required  to  give  reasons  for  so  doing,  and 
wkhont  being  subjected  to  censure  on  the  part  of  the  meeting. 

Believing  that  local  Assedations,  similar  ii>  their  principles  ind 
aims  to  ours,  would  meet  the  wants  of  multitudes  at  the  present  di}^ 
and  that  they  would  be  likely  to  accomplish  great  good,  we  hope  to  m» 
such  established  in  every  eonnnuiiity  where  a  sufficient  number  of  p8^ 
sens  are  found  ready  for  the  work.    The  men  and  women  who  are  ea- 
gaged  in  the  various  moral  reforms  of  the  day,  and  who  have  become 
weary  of  the  prevalent  sectarianism,  might,  we  believe,  gain  strength 
for  their  specif^  labors  by  establishing  regular  meetings,  on  the  First  day 
of  the  week,  for  mutual  edification  and  improvement,  for  an  intexchanga 
of  the  syigpathies  growing  out  of  common  pursuits  and  trials,  and  fot 
&e  cultivation  of  their  moral  and  retigious  powers^    The  principle  of 
human  fraternity  wo«ld  be  thereby  streagthened  among  them,  and  th^ 
children  be  preserved  from  many  unhcalthfiil  influencea,  and  prepared 
to  meet  the  full  responsibilities  of  life  in  a  spirit  becoming  to  the  age  m 
which  their  lot  has  been  cast    Surely,  these  are  ol^ects  worthy  of  our 
earnest  thought  and  most  careful  attention.     Our  province  is  not  tha^ 
of  iconoclasts  alone.    We  must  build  as  well  as  destroy.    If  there  ara 
evil  institutions  to  be  overthrown  and  pernicious  customs  to  be  uproot- 
ed, so  also  is  there  need  of  a  new  social  fabric,  of  which  righteousneaa- 
and  peace  are  to  be  the  fomidatioos.  If  there  are  vices  ta  be  done  awaj,. 
m>  also  are  there  virtues  to  befn^moted  ;  if  there*  are  corrupt  trees  to  b» 
hewn  down  and  cast  into  the  fire,  so  also  are  th^l^  plants  of  godliaesa  t» 
be  trained,  and  flowers  of  heavenly  beauty  and  fragranee  to  be  nurtitf^ecL 
And  in  this  work  we  must  help  each,  other,  not  occasionally  and  inci- 
dentally alone,  but  regularly  and  systematically.    The  arrangement 
ft)r  meetings  should  in  every  ease  be  adapted  to  the  peculiar  wants  and 
tastes  of  the  communities  in  which  they  are  respectively  held,  care  bein^ 
taken  to  keep  forms  subordinate  to  works  af  practicali  goodness  and  be- 
neficence.    It  is  neither  necessary    nor  desirable  that  one  meetiiipf 
should  be  an  exact  copy  of  another.    Adhering  closely  to  fundamental 
principles,  there  will  still  be  scope  for  a  variety  of  modes  and  forms. 

The  local  Assoeiatioas  should  da  more  thaa  hold  weekly  meetiaga^ 
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Thfiy  flhcmld  re^rd  it  a  sacred  duty  to  provide  for  the  visitadott  and 
help  of  the  poor  in  their  reepective  neighborhoods,  to  lend  their  8700- 
pathj  and  encouragement  to  such  as  are  borne  down  under  heavy  triabi 
and  to  afford  prompt  and  efficient  aid  in  every  right  effort  for  the  pro- 
motion of  Temperance,  Peace,  Anti-Slavery,  Education,  the  Equal  Rights 
of  Woman,  &c, ;  that  thus  the  public  may  be  convinced  that  the  Religion 
they  seek  to  diffuse  and  establish  is  not  an  aggr^ation  of  mysteriesi 
abstractions,  and  unmeaning  forms,  but  a  Reli^on  for  practical,  ever^ 
day  use,  whose  natural  tendency  is  to  fructify  the  conscience,  intenafy 
the  sense  of  moral  responsibility,  purify  and  ennoble  the  aims  of  men, 
and  thus  to  make  society  wiser,  better,  and  happier.  Such  AssociatiouSi 
moreover,  ought  to  regard  it  as  their  special  function  to  cultivate  and 
develope  the  religious  sentiment  among  their  members,  and,  so  &r 
as  possible,  in  the  community  generally^  For  this  purpose  they  would 
do  well  to  establish  libraries,  in  which  the  works  of  ^ninent  and-^eo- 
tarian  writers  upon  moral,  ethic^,  and  religious  subject  might  become 
aoceseible  to  all  classes,  especially  to  the  young. 

Sudi  Associations  would  naturally  communicate,  by  letta*  <^  other- 
wise,  with  the  Yeariy  Meeting,  eadi  giving  that  body  the  results 
of  its  own  peculiar  experience,  and  receiving  in  return  the  experiences 
of  o&ers,  with  such  suggestions  as  the  Yearly  Meeting,  upon  a  care- 
M  comparison  of  the  whole,  may  be  qualified  to  make.  The  various 
Yearly  Meetings  may  also  strengthen  one  another^'s  hands  by  fraternal 
correspondence  and  counsel ;  and  thus,  without  eccledastical  authority 
or  domination  on  the  part  of  any,  the  whole  body  of  believers  in  prac- 
tical Christianity  throughout  the  country  may  be  cemented  together  in 
Christiaa  k>ve,  and  prepared  to  labor  in  harmony  for  the  redemption  of 
laankmd  from  every  evil  and  false  way,  and  for  the  establishment  of 
.omversal  righteousness,  purity,  and  peace.  A  Church  thus  united 
wonld  wield  a  moisl  power  like  that  of  the  Apostles  and  immediate 
foUowers  of  Jesus,  and  the  means  by  whidi  it  would  conquer  the  worid 
ire  those  which  an  Apostle  has  described :  ^  Br  pureksss,  bt  know 

lEDOK,  BY  LONO-eUFFBRIKO,  BT  THE  HoLT  SpIBIT,  BT  LOVE  UKFEIONED, 
IT  THE  ABUOR  OF  RIOHTB0U8NE88  ON  THE  RIGHT  HAND  AND  OH 
TBS  LKPT." 

Dear  Friends  1  are  these  ideas  of  a  Church  Utopian  f  Are  we 
dreamers  and  enthusiasts  9,  or  is  the  day  foretold  by  ancient  prophets 
ind  bards  beginning  to  dawn  upon  our  darkness  and  to  light  the  dull 
^rijEon  with  its  reviving  rays  ?  Are  we  always  to  walk  amid  shadows 
^shamsf    Do  we  not  hear  the  voice  of  God  speaking  to  us  in  the  deep 
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sOence  of  our  souls,  and  uttering  Hself  in  the  eyents  tliat  are  passmg  W 
fore  U8,  bidding  us  awake  from  our  slumbers,  to  cast  away  our  doubts, 
and  purify  ourselves  for  the  work  of  building  up  a  pure  Christiamty 
upon  the  earth  i  Are  not  the  fields  every  where  white  unto  the  harvest! 
and  are  there  not  all  around  us  men  and  women,  whose  hearts  God 
hath  touched  with  holy  fire,  and  who  stand  ready  to  enlist  with  us  in 
^is  glorious  cause  ?  Let  us,  then,  not  faher,  nor  •  hesitate.  What  if 
our  numbers  are  few,  and  the  hosts  of  superstition  and  sin  stand  before 
us  in  menacing  array  9  What  are  their  boasts  to  us,  when  we  know 
that  the  truth  we  promulgate  is  ^  a  part  of  the  celestial  machinery  of 
God,^  and  that,  "  whoso  puts  that  machineiy  in  gear  for  mankind 
hath  the  Almighty  to  turn  his  wheel  ?" 

**0,  brother  man  I  fold  to  thy  hMurt  thy  brother; 
Where  pity  dwells^  tlie  peace  of  God  is  there ; 
To  wonhip  rightly,  is  to  love  eaeb  other. 

Each  smile  a  hymn,  each  kindly  deed  a  prayer. 

**  Follow  with  reverent  steps  the  great  example 
Of  Him  whose  holy  work  was  '  doing  good ;  * 
So  sliall  the  wide  earth  seem  our  Father^s  temple^ 
Each  lofing  life  a  pealm  of  gratitude. 

'Then  shall  all  shackles  fall ;  the  stormy  clangor 
Of  wild  war  mosio  o'er  the  earth  shaU  cease ; 

Love  shall  tread  oat  the  baleful  fire  of  anger. 
And  in  its  ashes  plant  the  tree  of  peaces* 

Signed  on  behalf  and  by  direction  of  the  Pennsylvania  Teariy 
Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends,  held  at  Old  Eennett,  Chester  County,  by 
adjournments,  from  the  22d  to  the  25th  of  Fifth  Month,  185S. 


Joseph  A.  DxronAUs, )  r*uj^ 
SiDHET  Pmei,         Puerto. 


Ow  friend,  Josbpb  A.  Dvoin4X.%  hekig  pressat  vMk  «■»  the  tnithflal  and  Inmlnovs  Expo- 
sition of  Sentimsnts  pat  forUi  bj  the  Psnnqrlvaitia  Yearfy  Msetliif  of  PBogrssslTe  Fitondfl^ 
recently  held  at  *'01d  Kennett,*"  Chester  Coantjr,  was  presented  and  read.  The  SMgiiftade 
ind  ImporUaoe  of  the  principles  embraoed,  and  their  appositeness  to  tha  present  wants  of 
society,  were  deeply  Mt;  and  ^Is  meeting  esmestly  leoonunends  to  Itamamhsrs  theto^  oo-«^ 
eration  In  the  drcolstlon  of  the  doonment 

signed  by  direction  of  the  Tesrly  Meeting  of  Congregationid  Friend^  held  ta  Vfstsrioo^ 
Bsneoa  County,  N.  Y^fhanUM  5th  to  the  Tth  of  the  Sixth  naonth,  indastre,  18S8. 

THOMAS  M*CLIinOCK,  > 
BH(H>A  IkB  OAXMO^       i 


OerUL 
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I.  AMUSEMENTS-THEm  USES  AOT)  ABUSES 

Ahusehents  are  rarely  spoken  of  in  religions  assemblies,  except 
to  be  deprecated  and  denounced.  The  sects,  with  scarcely  an  excep- 
tion, regard  them  with  a  suspicious  and  unfriendly  eye,  as  beneath 
the  dignity  of  man,  at  war  with  piety,  and  perilous  to  the  souL 
Against  them  preachers  and  elders  lift  up  their  warning  voice,  ecclesi- 
astical conrocations  proclaim  an  undying  hostility.  Tract  Societies 
utter  their  solemn  dehortations,  and  religious  periodicals  swell  the 
voice  of  rebuke  and  condemnation.  The  American  Church,  which 
can  see  no  crime  in  selling  the  image  of  God  in  the  shambles,  and 
even  finds  in  the  New  Testament  a  charter  for  bondage  and  a  bene- 
diction for  the  slave-hunter,  frowns  upon  the  dance  as  an  offence  to 
Christianity  and  a  sin  against  God  t 

Whence  arises  this  hostility  to  amusements  ?  Is  it  founded  in 
reason,  or  is  it,  like  many  other  prevailing  ideas  and  customs,  the  re- 
sult of  a  misconception  of  the  nature  of  man  and  of  religion  ?  The 
question!  whichever  way  it  may  be  answered,  is  one  of  great  practical 
importance,  and  deserves  the  serious  attention  of  a  Religious  Society, 
organized  avowedly  on  the  principle  of  progress,  professing  allegiance 
to  no  creed  or  custom  of  the  past,  but  to  follow  with  reverent  step 
the  light  of  Truth,  whithersoever  it  may  lead  the  way.  If  amuse- 
ments are  sinful,  tending  to  undermine  the  foundations  of  religion 
and  good  morals,  the  Progressive  Friends  should  promptly  unite 
with  other  religious  bodies  in  discountenancing  them.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  they  are  not  only  innocent  in  themselves,  but  conducive 
to  man's  happiness  and  normal  development,  we  ought  to  encourage 
them  among  ourselves,  and  labor  in  all  proper  ways  to  avert  from 
&em  the  hostility  of  others. 

That  there  is  in  human  nature  a  fondness  for  amusements,  a  con- 
wnous  want  which  nothing  else  can  supply,  will  not,  we  think,  be 
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denied.    This  want  is  manifested  in  onr  earliest  in&noy;   it  is  im- 
perious  in  its  cravings  daring  the  period  of  youthi 

**  WImb,  like  ft  Ibantain  8p«rkliiig  from  the  eartb, 
Banti  babbling  from  the  breest  the  melody  d  mirth ; " 

it  is  deeply  felt  when  the  labors,  perplexities  and  disappointments  of 
adult  life  severely  task  our  powers ;  and,  however  sternly  its  pleadings 
may  have  been  repressed  or  denied,  it  never  quite  dies  out  even  in 
old  age,  or  in  the  height  of  one^s  religiousness.*  On  this  point  we 
may  confidently  appeal  to  universal  experience  and  observation. 
What  shall  we  say  then  ?  Shall  we  affirm  that  this  want  was  im- 
planted in  us  by  our  beneficent  Creator  to.  mock  and  tantalize  us  ? 
Might  we  not  as  rationally  conclude  that  the  love  of  society,  the  thirst 
for  knowledge,  or  any  other  natural  desire,  whether  of  the  mind  or 
the  body,  was  designed,  not  to  minister  to  our  enjoyment  through  its 
gratification,  but  only  to  develop  within  us  the  power  of  self-denial  ? 
What  impiety — nay,  what  infidelity — is  involved  in  this  impeach- 
ment of  the  Divine  wisdom  and  goodness  1  When  shall  we  comprehend 
the  full  significance  of  the  truth,  that  we  are  the  offspring  of  the  living 
God,  and  created  in  his  image  and  likeness  ?  When  shall  we  learn 
that  his  will  concerning  us  is  expressed  in  the  nature  he  has  given  us ; 
that  every  normal  want  of  mind  or  body  is  an  infallible  revelation  of 
a  Divine  law — a  revelation  transcending  the  authority  of  any  creed, 
tradition  or  parchment,  however  sacred  or  venerable  ?  In  the  practi- 
cal concerns  of  life,  how  often  is  this  only  authoritative  revelation  set 
at  naught  1  Institutions  and  customs  are  adjudged  to  be  right  or 
wrong,  not  in  the  light  of  this  primary  and  fundamental  test,  but  ac- 
cording to  their  conformity,  or  want  of  conformity,  to  the  arbitrary 
maxims  of  a  conventional  morality,  or  to  the  dogmas  and  traditions 
of  a  benighted  and  degenerate  Church.  Taught  in  the  school  of  a 
fidse  theology  to  regard  human  nature  as  ^'  carnal "  and  ^^  depraved," 
We  stifle  her  voice  in  the  din  and  clatter  of  conflicting  creeds,  dis- 
honoring our  immortal  birthright  by  unmanly  subserviency  to  precepts 
and  usages,  begotten  of  ignorance  and  superstition  and  enforced  by 
fear.  With  atheistic  infatuation  we  avert  our  eyes  from  the  light 
that  streams  into  our  minds  and  hearts  from  the  Sun  of  Bighteousness, 
and  glows  with  a  Divine  effulgepce  in  every  part  even  of  our  physi- 
cal organism;  and,  in  the  bewilderment  that  follows,  we  surrender 
ourselves  to  the  guidance  of  a  priesthood  arrogant  and  presumptuous, 
and  without  illumination  save  from  "  sparks  of  their  own  kindling." 
We  assert  with  confidence  that  the  prejudice  which  places  amuse- 

*  It  li  eomewhere  stated  that  eren  'Tobn  CalTln  wm  wont,  ftfter  preaohing  on  Saqdej,  to  go 
•nt  into  a  field  near  hb  honao,  aod  recreate  himeelf  by  pltoblog  qaolta  with  tome  of  hb  HbUowk 
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mente  in  the  list  of  things  forbidden,  has  its  root  in  the  ascetioism 
which  disfigures  the  popular  faith,  and  which,  insteacd  of  giving  scope 
for  the  normal  activity  of  all  the  elements  of  human  nature,  puts  one 
class  of  our  faculties  under  sentence  of  outlawry,  and  teaches  us  to 
employ  another  class,  no  whit  more  Divine,  in  waging  against  them  a 
fratricidal  and  exterminating  war.  In  this  unnatural,  and  therefore 
impious  conflict,  we  disturb  the  healthful  balance  of  our  powers,  and 
carry  disorder  and  confusion  into  all  the  arraDgements  of  society. 
The  mind,  thus  violently  restricted  in  one  durection  and  cruelly  per- 
verted in  another,  becomes  too  often  the  prey  of  morbid  sensibility 
and  malign  passion.  Thus  is  life  poisoned  at  the  fountain-^thus  are 
all  its  sweetest  juices  turned  into  galL  Piety,  which  should  be  the 
redolence  of  a  character  developed  into  every  manly  excellence-— a 
crown  of  joy,  winning  the  heart  of  every  wanderer  from  God's  fold 
by  its  all-satisfying  loveliness  and  beauty — ^blighted  by  asceticism, 
becomes  a  hideous  spectre,  grotesque,  sepulchral  and  fantastic— -its 
song  an  unatural  whine,  its  voice  a  menacing  growl,  appealing  only 
to  our  fears. 

The  piety  inculcated  by  Jesus  is  not,  as  many  seem  to  suppose,  a 
fanatical  ecstasy  over  the  mutilation  or  destruction  of  a  part  of  our 
faculties,  but  the  efflorescence  of  our  tohole  nature,  harmoniously  de- 
veloped, every  facility  of  mind,  body  and  soul  active  according  to  its 
own  special  law,  and  contributing  something  to  the  flower,  without 
which  its  form 'were  less  perfect,  its  hue  less  heavenly,  its  fragrance 
less  divine.  It  is  not  by  "  fasts  and  forms,  and  ostentatious  self-im- 
positions ''  and  soourgings,  that  wo  can  hope  to  win  the  favor  of  God, 
but  by  a  cheerful  obedience  to  the  laws  of  our  nature,  by  lives  con- 
secrated to  purity  and  truth.  To  fit  ourselves  for  heaven  it  is  not 
necessary  to  make  ourselves  uncomfortable  on  earth ;  for  "  godliness 
hath  the  promise  of  this  life  as  well  as  of  that  which  is  to  come," 
giving  us  "  a  thousand  fold  "  in  the  one,  and  "  everlasting  "  joys  in 
the  other.  Religion  rightly  understood,  does  not  contract,  but  en- 
large our  capacity  for  earthly  enjoyment,  imparting  a  more  exquisite 
relish  to  every  pleasure  of  mind  and  sense.  It  was  not  designed  to 
make  us  sorrowful,  melancholy  and  cadaverous,  but  round-faced, 
happy  and  joyful.  A  modern  writer,*  as  eminent  for  his  piety  as  for 
his  intellectual  attainments,  has  illustrated  this  point  with  such 
striking  clearness  and  beauty,  that  we  cannot  forbear  to  quote  his 
words. 

"  To  some,  perhaps  to  many,  religion  and  amusement  seem  mu- 
tually hostile,  and  he  who  pleads  for  the  one  may  fall  under  suspicion 
♦  cunning— Work!,  Vol  U,  p.  MB. 
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of  onfidthfulness  to  the  other.  Bat  to  fight  against  our  nature  is  not 
to  serve  the  caoBe  of  sound  moraku  Ood,  who  gare  us  our  nature, 
who  has  constituted  body  and  mind  incapable  of  continued  effort, 
who  has  implanted  a  strong  desire  for  recreation  after  labor, 
who  has  made  us  for  smiles  much  more  than  for  tears,  who  has  made 
laughter  the  most  contagious  of  all  sounds,  whose  Son  hallowed  a 
marriage-feast  by  his  presence  and  sympathy,  who  has  sent  the  child 
fresh  from  his  creating  hand  to  develop  its  nature  by  active  sports, 
and  who  has  endowed  both  young  and  old  with  a  keen  susceptibility 
of  enjoyment  from  wit  and  humor — He,  who  thus  formed  us,  cannot 
have  intended  us  for  a  dull,  monotonous  life,  and  cannot  frown  on 
pleasures  which  solace  our  &tigue  and  refresh  our  spirits  for  coming 
toils.  It  is  not  only  possible  to  reconcile  amusement  with  duty, 
but  to  make  it  the  means  of  more  animated  exertion,  more  faithful 
attachments,  more  grateful  piety.  True  religion  is  at  once  authori- 
tative and  benign.  It  calls  us  to  suffer,  to  die,  rather  than  swerve  a 
hairVbreadth  from  what  Ood  enjoins  as  right,  and  good;  but  it 
teaches  us  that  it  is  right  and  good,  in  ordinary  circumstances,  to 
unite  relaxation  with  toil,  to  accept  God's  gifts  with  cheerfulness, 
and  to  lighten  the  heart,  in  the  intervals  of  exertion,  by  social 
pleasures." 

The  evils  which  result  from  placing  the  joyous  elements  of  human 
nature  under  the  ban  of  religion,  and  subjecting  mankind  to  unnat- 
ural and  artificial  restraints,  are  so  multif&rious  that  a  volume  would 
scarcely  suffice  for  their  delineation.  On  the  one  hand,  it  takes  from 
religion  its  softening  and  humanizing  features,  leading  inevitably  to 
bigotry,  intolerance,  and  persecution ;  and  on  the  other,  by  divorcing 
amusements  from  the  legitimate  and  wholesome  restraints  of  religion, 
it  leads  to  mischievous  abuses.  If  we  have  religion  without  amuse- 
ments, we  must  also  have  amusements  without  religion,  the  one  being 
the  natural  counterpart  of  the  other ;  and  it  is  difficult  to  say  on 
which  side  the  cfvils  of  this  unnatural  divorcement  are  most  deeply 
felt.  That  asceticism,  by  proscribing  social  pleasures,  exerts  a  hard- 
ening and  dehumanizing  influence  is  seen  in  the  indisputable  fact, 
that  ascetics,  in  every  age  of  the  world,  have  been  distinguished  for 
an  intolerant  and  persecuting  spirit.  The  ancient  Scribes  and  Phari- 
sees were  the  first  sect  of  ascetics  (unless  we  except  the  Hindoos)  of 
whom  history  gives  us  any  distinct  account  They  frowned  upon  the 
innocent  pastimes  of  the  nation  to  which  they  belonged,  and  were 
exceedingly  punctilious  in  ritual  observances,  fasts,  and  mortifica- 
tions ;  but  they  devoured  widows'  houses,  and  conspired  together  with 
malignant  hate  to  crucify  the  prophet  of  Nazareth  and  persecute  his 
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&itbful  fidlowers  even  tmto  deatL  The  InqnisitioD,  with  all  its  in- 
haman  paraphernalia  of  torture,  whence  came  it  ?  From  men  who 
accepted  with  thankfukieas  the  natural  bounties  of  Providence  and 
found  delist  in  social  refinements  and  joys?  No,  but  from  those 
who  taught  that  religion  was  at  deadly  feud  with  nature,  and  that 
amusements  were  heinous  sins,  a  contrivance  of  the  devil  to  lure  souls 
to  eternal  perdition.  And  in  more  modem  times  it  will  be  found 
that  religious  intolerance  and  persecution  have  marked  the  career  of 
sects  just  in  proportion  as  the  spirit  of  asceticism  has  mingled  with 
their  faitL  The  most  "gloomy-browed''  sects  exhibit  least  of  the 
spirit  of  humanity,  are  always  the  most  zealous  in  proscribing  and 
vexing  those  whom  they  esteem  as  heretics,  and  the  last  to  yield  any 
thing  to  the  spirit  of  progress.  The  gallows  and  the  Fugitive  Slave 
law  find  the  most  bitter  and  unscrupulous  advocates  among  those 
who  take  the  lead  in  placing  the  seal  of  condemnation  upon  "  worldly 
amusements."  The  slave-hunt  wakens  hardly  a  throb  of  virtuous 
indignation  in  their  bosoms;  the  spectacle  of  a  mother  returning 
manacled  to  the  bondage  which  she  dreads  worse  than  death-starts 
in  them  no  tear  of  sympathy,  rouses  them  to  no  protest,  no  denuncia- 
tion ,'  but  show  them  a  company  of  men  and  maidens,  or  merry-voiced 
and  rosy-cheeked  children,  moving  joyously  in  the  dance,  and  forth- 
with a  scowl  is  on  their  brows  and  earnest  dehortations  leap  fh>m 
their  tongues ! 

From  a  religion  so  revolting  to  their  noblest  instincts  the  young 
turn  away  in  perplexity  and  disgust,  and,  in  the  absence  of  that 
healthful  restraint  which  a  purer  faith  would  supply,  they  too  often 
resort  to  amusements  vicious  in  themselves,  or  that  have  been  made 
so  through  unnecessary  abuses.  Parental  influence,  working  con- 
stantly in  the  face  of  an  imperious  and  unsatisfied  natural  want,  soon 
loses  its  power  over  the  conscience  *  and  the  child,  finding  home  a 
place  of  irksome  restrictions,  seeks  in  the  society  of  jovial  and  thought- 
less persons,  perhaps  amidst  the  allurements  of  vice  and  dissipation, 
the  social  pleasures  he  so  earnestly  craves.  It  is  In  this  way  chiefly 
that  the  very  name  of  amusements  becomes  a  terror  to  serious  and 
well-meaning  but  misguided  parents,  in  almost  every  village  and 
neighborhood.  The  young,  on  the  one  hand,  are  repelled  from  reli^ 
gion  as  a  yoke  irksome  to  be  bomo ;  on  the  other,  parents  and  guar- 
dians shrink  from  social  pleasures  as  from  a  pestilence,  on  account  of 
abuses  which  themselves  have  caused ;  and  thus  the  two  classes,  in- 
stead of.  being  draim  to  each  other  by  mutual  sympathy,  reciprocal 
affection,  and  tender  confidence,  are  sundered  by  constantly  recurring 
debates  and  contentions.    As  parents  are  mainly  responsible  for  these 
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kmentaUe  resnltfl,  fio  also  is  the  remedy  in  iheir  own  hands.  Let 
them  no  longer  dishonor  religion  by  setting  it  in  impotent  array 
against  nature.  Aooepting  as  for  ever  settled  the  fact  that  God  ha9 
implanted  in  the  yonng  a  thirst  for  amusements,  which  cannot  and 
ought  not  to  be  extinguished,  let  them  make  suitable  provision  for 
its  indulgence  under  the  paternal  roof,  amidst  the  sacred  associations 
of  home,  and  in  the  society  of  the  pure,  the  refined,  and  the  good. 
In  the  progress  of  this  important  work,  they  will  no  doubt  encounter 
perplexities  and  difficulties  that  will  seriously  try  their  patience  and 
awaken  their  deepest  anxiety.  A  mistake  so  radical  as  that  which 
we  have  endeavored  to  expose,  and  which  has  been  fortified  by  cen- 
turies of  false  teaching,  cannot  be  corrected  in  a  day  or  a  year,  nor 
even  in  a  generation.  But  let  them  not  be  discouraged,  nor  doubt 
for  a  moment  the  final  result  Sooner  or  later  they  will  reap  the 
iGruits  of  their  perseverance  in  the  sweet  fiuniliarity,  the  warm  attach* 
ment,  and  the  loving  confidence  of  their  children,  and  in  the  beautiful 
unfolding  of  their  religious  nature. 

Having  shown,  we  hope  conclusively,  that  amusements,  in  some 
form,  are  natural  and  necessary,  and  that  the  prevailing  hostility 
thereto  arises  from  &lse  ideas  of  the  nature  of  man  and*of  religion, 
we  come  next  to  consider  the  question.  How  shall  we  distinguish 
between  amusements  whose  moral  influence  is  good,  and  those  which 
are  of  an  opposite  character ;  and  what  are  the  best  safeguards  against 
the  abuses  to  which  the  former  must  ever  be  liable  ?  The  solution 
of  this  problem,  we  frankly  confess,  is  not  free  from  difficulties  de- 
manding conscientious  care  and  wise  discrimination.  Of  course  it  is 
not  possible  to  set  forth  in  statistical  form,  and  in  separate  tables, 
both  these  classes  of  amusements.  So  much  depends  upon  time, 
place,  the  state  of  society,  and  other  circumstances,  that  we  con  only 
lay  down  certain  fundamental  principles,  leaving  them  to  be  applied 
by  individuals  and  communities,  according  to  their  own  judgment,  in 
view  of  their  peculiar  situation  and  wants. 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  obvious  that  amusements  ought  always  to 
be  held  subordinate  to  the  great  end  of  human  existence-— viz.,  the  de- 
velopment of  a  pure,  elevated,  and  noble  character.  The  dominant 
tone  of  our  life  should  unquestionably  be  earnest,  and  even  serious ; 
but  general  seriousness  is  not  incompatible  with  habitual  cheerful- 
ness, nor  even  with  occasional  periods  of  hilarity;  without  these,  in- 
deed, it  is  itself  liable  to  be  carried  to  excess.  The  mind  was  not 
ordained  to  be  always  in  the  same  mood,  nor  the  slave  of  any  single 
fiMmlty.  Even  ^e  religious  faculties  may  be,  and  often  are,  over 
taxed  and  thereby  impaired.    The  sense  of  dutyand  responsibility 
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irithont  which  society  wotdd'sink  into  moral  chaos,  msy  be  too  in* 
tenselj  stimtilated  and  eren  rninonsly  oyerstrained.  Nothing,  in* 
deed,  is  more  liable  to  'lead  to  insanity  than  a  morbidly  susceptible 
conscience.  Still,  there  is  need  of  caution  on  the  other  side,  lest 
amusements  should  occupy  too  much  of  our  time  and  attention,  and 
thereby  lead  us  to  forget  important  duties.  Says  an  able  writer,* 
'*  Amusement  is  not  rightfully  the  business  of  any  one's  life.  It 
should  be  no  one's  principal  occupation.  The  moment  it  is  made  so 
it  becomes  perverted— it  is  abused.  It  should  be  regarded  as  the 
spice  of  life — ^not  its  staple  food."  There  are  multitudes  who  have 
fallen  into  tlus  error,  whose  principal  object,  apparently,  is  to  '*  kill 
time."  Life  to  them  is  consecrated  by  no  great  and  noble  purpose,  no 
lofty  aim.  Empty-headed  and  firiyolous  idlers !  they  long  for  new  ex- 
citement as  a  spoiled  child  pines  for  confectionery.  It  were  more 
charitable  to  fomish  this  class  with  tvork  than  with  amusementa 
These  are  they  whom  Paul  so  graphically  describes — "  lovers  of 
pleasure  mare  than  lovers  of  God."  Solomon,  in  that  remarkable 
passage,  so  often  quoted  by  the  clergy,  and  which,  no  doubt,  has  been 
the  text  for  thousands  of  ascetic  sermons,  has  indicated  the  point 
beyond  which  amusements  should  never  be  carried — vis.,  the  point 
where  they  are  liable  to  make  uS  forget  our  moral  accountability. 
How  striking  are  his  words  1  "  Rejoice,  0  young  man,  in  thy  youth  ] 
and  let  thy  heart  cheer  thee  in  the  days  of  thy  youth,  and  walk  in 
the  ways  of  thy  heart,  and  .in  the  sight  of  thme  eyes."  And  having 
thua^recognized  the  truth  that  amusements  are  natural,  and  proper 
for  the  young,  he  adds  the  timely  caution — ^**  But  know  thou  that 
for  all  these  things"  [as  for  every  thing  else]  "  God  will  bring  thee 
into  judgment."  In  other  words,  "  Do  not  forget  in  your  hours  of 
mirth  that  you  are  responsible  beings,  and  that  life  should  be  dcToted 
to  a  great  purpose."  To  interpret  these  words  as  a  menace  and  a 
sarcasm  is  to  do  violence  to  their  obvious  meaning  and  spirit. 

We  observe,  in  the  next  place,  ^at  any  form  of  amusement,  the 
obvious  tendency  of  which,  even  in  thcxsmallest  degree,  is  to  diminish 
the  power  of  conscience,  to  corrupt  the  moral  feelings,  to  inflame  and 
bewilder  the  imagination,  to  becloud  the  reason,  to  free  the  passions 
from  wholesome  restraint,  to  diminish  the  reverence  for  justide  and 
truth,  to  excite  a  spirit  of  cruelty  or  revenge,  to  promote  or  foster 
the  taste  for  intoxicating  drinks,  or  for  tobacco  in  any  of  its  forms, 
or  to  make  us  indifferent  to  the  obligations  and  cliums  of  our  com- 
mon humanity,  ought  not  only  to  be  scrupulously  avoided,  but  ear- 
nestly opposed.     "  Any  amusement,"  says  the  writerf  whom  we  ju«t 

•AdlnBaUon.   ObilftiMi SodaBtm, p^ 85t  tAdlnBaUon. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


36 

quoted,  "  from  the  enjoyment  of  whiSh  we  cannot  oooseientknulj 
retire  with  the  oontiction  that,  on  the  whole,  it  has  done  na  good, 
ought  to  be  immediatelj  eschewed.  If  it  promote  innocent  mirth 
and  cheerfulness,  or  otherwise  conduce  to  the  improved  health  of  the 
physical  and  intellectual  powers,  without  injurbg  the  moral  charac- 
ter, it  is  an  innocent  and  commendable  amusement  If  it  have  the 
contrary  effect,  it  is  at  best  more  or  less  a  pernicious  one,  howerer 
fiiwhionable,  specious,  or  ci4)tivating.'* 

It  is  implied  in  what  we  have  already  said,  that  amusements 
should  be  strictly  conformed  to  the  laws  of  health ;  and  yet  the  point 
is  one  of  so  much  importance  as,  to  deserve  a  distinct  and  emphatic 
mention.  When  they  are  of  each  a  kind  as  to  lead  inevitably  to  ini* 
prudence  in  dress,  or  so  arranged  as  to  infringe  upon  the  time  allotted 
to  sleep,  or  when  they  require  us  to  remain  for  hours  in  overcrowded 
and  ill- ventilated  rooms,  they  do  us  a  serious  injury.  On  this  branch 
of  the  subject  we  are  constrained  to  speak  in  tones  of  earnest  remon* 
strance  and  impressive  warning.  Great  numbers  sacrifice  health  and 
even  life  to  the  ignorance  or  carelessness  which  leads  them  to  diare* 
gard  the  laws  of  their  physical  organism  in  the  pursuit  of  pleasure. 

The  best  safeguard,  probably,  against  any  or  all  the  abuses  to 
which  amusements  are  liable,  would  be  such  an  arrangement  as  should 
bring  together  for  their  enjoyment  persons  of  both  sexes  and  of  every 
age,  from  the  gray-haired  grandsire  to  the  prattling  child,  not,  ex- 
oept  on  rare  occasions,  in  great  crowds,  .and  in  public  places,  but 
around  the  family  hearth,  in  circles  embracing  our  kindred,  and  our 
immediate  neighbors  and  friends.  The  author  of  an  excellent  work 
on  amusements* — the  only  one  on  that  subject  that  we  have  been 
able  to  find-^well  observes :  "  The  natural  and  only  safe  mode  of 
enjoying  amusements  is  in  common.  Where  one  sex,  or  any  one 
particular  class,  enjoy  their  amusements  alone,  they  are  sure  to  run 

into  excess. The  division  of  the  human  family  into  man,  woman 

and  child,  father,  mother'  brother  and  sister,  is  the  only  conservative 
principle  of  society ;  they  act  and  re-act  upon  each  other  like  the 
difiR^rent  seasons  upon  the  earth.  Each  age  and  each  sex  has  its  pe- 
culiar characteristics,  that  serve  to  modify  and  check  certain  mis- 
chievous tendencies  in  the  other  sex  and  in  others  of  different  ages. 
For  one  sex  to  attempt  to  amuse  themselves  agreeably  and  in- 
nocently alone,  is  like  trying  to  make  music  on  a  one-stringed  instru- 
ment ;  it  has  about  it  a  suneness  that  is  tedious  and  annoying....^ 
The  union  of  the  aged  with  the  young,  the  fair  with  the  manly,  in 
our  diversions,  brings  every  source  of  social  improvement  and  ei\)oy- 
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nuBt  together— 4ige  with  ita  graTity  and  ezperienoe,  mid-life  with 
its  energy  and  its  oares,  and  youth  with  its  viyafeity  and  its  hopes..... 
Is  it  ri^t  for  the  aged  to  censore  and  disoonrage  the  innocent 
tmnsements  of  die  young,  merely  because  they  fear  that  they  may 
be  carried  to  excess,  when,  by  presiding  at  those  diy^sions,  they  can 
effidctoally  preyent  it  ?  " 

In  tlM  li^t  of  the  principles  now  stated,  let  us  consider  briefly 
three  special  forms  or  soorces  of  amusement,  the  general  preralence 
of  which  forces  diem  upon  our  attention,  and  which,  in  view  of  dieir 
importance  and  the  dirersity  of  opinion  that  they  have  caused,  we 
could  not  avoid  without  imputations  upon  our  frankness  if  not  upon 
our  courage. 

1.  Musio.-^The  Quakers,  we  beliere,  are  the  only  class  unong 
06  who  deny  or  doubt  that  the  capacity  for  making  music^  and  the 
susceptibility  to  enjoyment  through  it,  is  the  gift  of  God  to  man,  not 
to  be  despised  and  stifled,  but  gratefully  accepted  and  cultivated. 
The  early  Friends  found  music  so  intermixed  with  the  superstitious 
formaUties  of  a  corrupt  Church,  and  so  perverted  by  frivolity  and 
passion,  that  they  uiistook  it  for  an  evil;  and  the  Quakers  of  the 
present  day  are  hugging  with  blind  pertinacity  the  mistake  of  their 
&thera.  Would  to  God  that  they  clung  widi  equal  tenacity  to  the 
great  radical  truths  enunciated  by  the  founders  of  their  Society  ! 

We  have  never  read  or  Ibtened  to  any  thing  in  the  form  of  an 
argument  against  music  ihat  would  not  have  been  equally  good  if 
urged  against  literature,  eloquence,  conversation,  or  even  speech 
itBdf,  all  which  are  constantly  and  hourly  employed  in  the  service 
of  falsehood,  oppression,  and  crime.  Is  eloquence  a  sin,  because 
it  is  often  used  to  excite  prejudice  or  rouse  malignant  passion? 
Shall  the  preacher  cease  to  lift  up  his  voice  in  behalf  of  virtue  and 
truth,  because  the  politician  and  the  warrior  use  the  same  Divine 
fiwulty  to  serve  their  ends?  Are  speech  and  conversation  to  be 
proscribed  and  the  human  family  condemned  to  perpetual  tacitur- 
nity, because  multitudes  make  their  tongues  the  vehicles  of  slander 
and  defamation?  No  more  is  music  to  be  ranked  among  things 
forbidden,  merely  because  it  is  perverted  by  the  thoughtless  reveller, 
or  made  to  do  service  on  the  field  of  battle. 

Music  is  the  delight  of  children.  Jt  soothes  them  in  moments  of 
fretfuln^ps  and  passion,  it  diverts  them  in  hours  of  suffering  and 
pain.  Even  Quaker  mothers  know  by  experience  the  magic  potency 
of  the  cradle-song.  In  after  life  it  has  great  power  over  man's 
emotional  nature.  Every  feeling  of  joy  or  grief  may  be  poured 
forth  in  song.    Every  noble  sentiment  or  emotion  that  swells  the 
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imm&n  breast  finds  a  naiaral  outlet  in  nmrneal  tones.  There  is  no 
more  inspiring  stimftlns  for  m&n's  highest  faculties,  nothing  better 
adapted  to  raise  him  above  all  that  is  low  and  grovelling  than  the 
Jolights  of  music,  especially  when  thej  mingle  with  or  flow  through 
the  charmed  language  of  poetry.  If  any  pne  doubts  that  music  may 
be  made  a  means  of  elevating  human  nature,  let  him  observe  the 
effect  of  a  song,  set  to  fitting  words,  upon  the  inmates  of  a  prison. 
Let  him  note  the  evidences  of  sorrow  for  weakness  and  sin,  the 
kindling  of  hq>e  in  place  of  despair,  the  resuscitation  of  long-buried 
associations  of  home  and  kindred,  and  the  exhibitions  of  gentlenen 
instead  of  passion,  that  may  thus  be  produced,  and  surely  he  will 
doubt  no  more.  "  I  am  no  musician,"  says  Channing,  "  and  want  a 
good  ear,  and  yet  I  am  conscious  of  a  power  in  music  which  I  want 
words  to  describe.  It  touches  chords,  reaches  depths  in  the  soid, 
which  lie  beyond  all  other  infiuences,  extends  my  consciousness,  and 
sometimes  gives  me  a  pleasure  which  I  have  found  in  nothing  else.'' 

We  do  not  hesitate  to  advise  parents  to  cultivate  in  thdr  children 
the  faculty  of  music.  It  is  the  gift  of  a  beneficent  Creator,  and,  like 
the  faculty  of  speech,  it  should  be  trained  and  developed,  not  alone 
for  purposes  of  amusement,  but  as  a  potent  instrumentality  in  the 
work  of  human  progress  and  elevation.  It  should  minbter  joy  at 
every  fireside,  it  should  solace  us  in  affliction,  it  should  comfort  ns 
in  sickness,  it  should  cement  our  friendships,  and  lighten  our  duly 
toils.  If  there  is  on  earth  any  scene  that  ^an  give  us  a  foretaste  of 
heavenly  bliss,  it  lA  that  of  a  household  whose  refined  sympathies, 
affluent  affections,  and  world-embracing  love,  find  daily  expression 
in  melodious  song ! 

2.  Dancing, — ^The  pr^udice  against  this  form  of  amusement,  in 
the  minds  of  serious  persons,  b  exceedingly  strong,  having  been 
fostered  by  abuses  of  long  standing,  which  must  be  admitted  to  be 
exceedingly  pernicious  in  their  effects.  But  we  must  discriminate 
between  the  amusement  itself  and  those  abuses  which  do  not  neces- 
sarily grow  out  of  it.  The  most  inveterate  opponents  of  dancing 
at  the  present  day  are  found  among  those  most  strict  in  their  venera- 
tion for  the  authority  of  the  Scriptures.  They  believe  that  the 
Jews  received  their  social,  political,  and  religious  institutions  through 
the  direct  inspiration  of  God,  and  not  a  few  of  them  profess  to  find 
in  the  system  of  Jewish  servitude  a  Divine  warrant  for  the^  chattel 
slavery  of  the  present  day.  How,  then,  can  they  reconcile  their 
hostility  to  dancing  with  the  admitted  fact,  that  the  custom  was  in- 
termingled not  only  with  the  social  habits,  but  even'  the  religions, 
riles  of  the  Jews,  "  the  peooliar  people  of  God  ?  "    The  escape  of  the 
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Imelkes  from  Egyptian  bondage,  how  was  it  celebrated?  Bj  fast- 
ing and  prayer  ?  Naj,  bat  by  festive  rejoicing  and  boundless  exal- 
tation ;  Miriam,  the  prophetess,  and  sister  of  Aaron,  leading  out  "  all 
the  women,"  who  followed  her  "  with  timbrels  and  with  dances." 
Solomon  tells  us,  with  whateyer  of  inspiration  belonged  to  him,  that 
*^  there  is  a  time  to  dance ; "  the  Hebrew  Psalmist,  whose  words 
thrill  the  devotions  of  all  Christendom,  exhorts  as  to  *'  praise  God 
in  the  dance ; "  and  even  Jesus,  in  the  deeply  affecting  parable  of 
the  Prod^l  Son,  finds  an  illustration  of  the  joy  that  reigns  in 
heaven,  when  an  erring  soul  returns  from  its  wanderings,  in  the 
"  music  and  dancing,"  and  "  merry-making  "  with  which  the  prodigal 
was  welcomed  by  his  family  and  kindred. 

Nearly  twenty  years  ago,  that  truly  enlightened  and  morally  brave 
man,  William  Ellert  Channino,  in  considering  the  means  best 
adapted  to  diminish  the  temptations  to  intemperance,  spoke  with 
earnest  eloquence  of  the  importance  of  furnishing  the  people  with 
**  the  means  of  innocent  pleasure ;  "  and  prominent  among  the  plea- 
sures which  he  regarded  as  innocent  was  dancing.  The  views  which 
he  expressed  are  at  once  so  just,  discriminating  and  wise,  that  we  can- 
not forbear  to  quote  his  words. 

"  Dancing  is  an  amusement  which  has  been  discouraged  in  our 
country  by  many  of  the  best  people,  and  not  without  reason.  Dan- 
cing is  associated  in  their  minds  with  balls;  and  this  is  one  of  the 
worst  forms  of  social  pleasure.  The  time  consumed  in  preparation 
for  a  ball,  the  waste  of  thought  upon  it,  the  extravagance  of  dress, 
the  late  hoars,  the  exhaustion  of  strength,  the  exposure  of  health, 
and  the  languor  of  the  succeeding  day — these,  and  other  evils,  con- 
nected with  this  amusement,  are  strong  reasons  for  banishing  it  from 
the  community.  But  dancing  ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  proscribed. 
On  the  contrary,  balls  should  be  discouraged — ^for  this,  among  other 
reasons,  that  dancing,  instead  of  being  a  rare  pleasure,  requiring 
elaborate  preparation,  may  become  an  every-day  amusement,  and 
may  mix  with  our  common  intercourse.  This  exercise  is  among  the 
most  healthful.  The  body  as  well  as  the  mind  feels  its  gladdening 
influence.     No  amusement  seems  more  to  have  a  foundation  in  our 

nature It  is  to  be  desired,  that  dancing  should  become 

too  common  among  us  to  be  made  the  object  of  special  preparation 
as  in  the  ball ;  that  members  of  the  same  family,  when  confined  by 
unfavorable  weather,  should  recur  to  it  for  exercise  and  exhilara- 
tion ;  that  branches  of  the  same  family  shofild  enliven  in  this  way 
their  occasional  meetbgs;   that  it  should  fill  up  an  hour  in  aU 
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tbe    asBomblages   for    relazAtion   in  whiek   the   joosg    fom   ft 

part"* 

8.  TJie  Drama. — Of  this  form  of  amusement  it  becomes  ns 
to  speak  with  greater  resenre,  inasmuch  as  many,  perhaps  a  majority, 
of  our  number  have  had  but  a  very  limited  opportunity  to  investi- 
gate the  facts  and  weigh  the  principles  in  the  li^t  of  which  alone  a 
sound  judgment  can  be  formed.     Many  of  us  have  heretofore  shared, 
in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  the  sentiment  which  has  long  prevailed 
among  serious-minded  persons  of  almost  every  class,  that  the  theatre  was 
hopelessly  identified  with  various  immoralities;  while  others,  haring 
given  the  subject  a  somewhat  careful  consideration,  are  of  itxe  opinion 
that  it  not  only  ought  to  be,  but  may  be  reformed,  and  made  the  ally 
of  virtue  and  religion.    We  know  that  in  France  and  Spun  the  theatre 
had  its  origin  in  exhibitions  intended  to  impress  upon  the  people  the 
great  facts  of  religious  history,  and  the  leading  doctrines  of  Chris- 
tianity, as  anciently  understood ;  but  like  Christianity  itself,  it  was 
soon  perverted.     Conceding  that,  as  hitherto  conducted,  its  influence 
has  been,  in  many  respects,  exceedingly  pernicious,  many  enlightened 
persons  yet  believe  that,  as  the  taste  for  dramatic  representation  is 
deeply  imbedded  in  human  nature,  the  effort  to  destroy  the  institution 
must  necessarily  fail,  while  the  same  energy  and  seal,  if  directed  to 
the  reform  of  those  abuses  which  have  given  it  so  bad  a  name,  would 
be  attended  with  marked  success.     They  affirm  that,  in  some  plaoeSi 
this  reform  has  actually  begun ;  tiiat  many  theatres  have  ceased  to 
offer  facilities  for  intemperance  and  licentioumess ;  that  the  plays 
now  most  frequently  on  the  stage  are  far  less  objectionable  than  those 
of  former  years,  and  that  managers  are  showing  a  disposition  to  cater 
to  the  tastes  and  convictions  of  the  refined  and  the  good.     As  proof 
of  this  they  point  to  the  fact,  that  drama§  intended  to  depict  the  evils 
of  intemperance,  and  win  men  to  habits  of  industry  and  sobriety,  or  to 
set  in  striking  array  the  deformities  and  crimes  of  slavery  in  contrast 
with  the  beauties  of  freedom,  have  been  represented  in  some*  theatres 
with  the  happiest  moral  results.     "  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin,"  they  tell 
us,  has  been  played  for  weeks  and  months  together,  in  New  York, 
Boston,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and  Washington,  drawing  immense 
crowds,  and  thus  presenting  anti-slavery  truth,  in  the  most  impressive 
manner,  to  thousands  who  were  not  likely  to  hear  it  in  any  other  place. 
It  is  alleged  by  intelligent  persons  that  the  spirit  of  mobocracy  in 
New  Tork  and  Philadelphia  was  sensibly  checked  by  this  means,  and 
the  tone  of  public  sentiment  greatly  changed  for  the  better.     If  this 
is  so,  it  certainly  affords  reasonable  ground  for  doubt  whether  it  is 
•Woiito.Vd.n.i».8tt.  ' 
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^riie  to  WBge  «&  indiflcriminate  war  upon  ike  ilieatre.  The  whole 
sabjeet  should  be  candidly  and  carefoUj  considered  in  the  light  of 
the  principles  aboye  laid  down.  Opinions,  upon  a  matter  of  so  much 
consequence,  should  be  cautiously  formed,  and  based,  not  upon  pre- 
judice, but  upon  the  clearest  deductions  of  fact  and  philosophy.  We 
must  be  careful,  on  the  one  hand,  to  give  no  countenance  to  immorality, 
and,  on  the  other,  not  to  confound  an  institution  that  may  perchanco 
be  right  in  itself^  with  the  incidental  abuses  which  have  grown  up 
around  it.  On  one  point  we  are  fully  agreed,  vis. :  That  theatres 
generaUy,  as  now  conducted,  ought  not  to  receiye  the  support  of  the 
friends  of  morality. 

Besides  the  three  forms  of  amusement  already  considered,  there 
are  others,  of  no  small  importance,  of  which  we  should  be  glad  to 
speak,  but  the  limits  of  this  paper  forbid.  For  the  most  part,  how- 
ever, they  are  of  such  a  character  that  tbey  stand  in  far  less  need  of 
discussion,  at  this  time,  than  those  upon  which  we  have  dwelt ;  and  be- 
sides, our  object  is  rather  to  unfold  the  principlbs  which  should  guide 
us  in  the  choice  of  our  amusements,  and  to  indicate  the  spirit  which 
should,  under  all  circumstances,  pervade  them,  than  to  enter  upon 
details,  which,  howeyer  interesting,  may  safely  be  referred  to  the 
judgment  of  individuals  and  communities,  when  once  those  principles 
are  understood.  We  might  speak  of  Holidays — the  Fourth  of  July, 
New  Yearns  Day,  Harvest  Home,  Christmas,  etc.— their  uses  and 
the  proper  mode  of  their  observance ;  of  Pio-Nics,  to  promote  temper- 
ance, anti-slavery,  or  some  other  philanthropic  or  social  object — ^now 
80  common  among  us,  and  which,  oni  the  whole,  have  been  found  to 
be  exceedingly  pleasant  and  useful ;  and  of  those  more  private  gath- 
erings, where  rektives  or  friends  come  together— it  may  be  upon 
the  birth-day  of  some  dearly  loved  boy  or  maiden,  the  anniversary 
of  a  wedding,  fragrant  with  holiest  reminiscences,  or  of  some  other 
thrilling  event  of  domestic  life — to  strengthen  those  ties  of  kindred, 
&mily,  home  and  neighborhood,  which  are  not  only  the  sources  of 
our  purest  earthly  joy,  but  the  Divinely  consertative  power  of  human 
society.  We  might  speak,  too,  of  intellectual  culture,  which,  in 
'  whatever  field  of  science,  literature  or  art,  it  may  be  pursued,  opens 
at  every  step  sources  of  amusement  at  once  elevated,  refined,  and  in- 
exhaustible. We  might  rejoice  in  the  multiplication  of  lyceums^ 
which  offer  a  healthful  stimulus  not  only  to  the  intellect  but  to  the 
social  feelings ;  and  also  in  the  institution  of  libraries  in  our  villages 
and  neighborhoods,  by  means  of  which  good  books  are  made  accessi- 
ble to  M  classes,  the  mists  of  ignorance  and  prejudice  dispelled,  and 
society  redeemed  from  the  blighting  influence  of  gossip,  tale-bearing 
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and  detnotion,  and  bonnd  togetfier  by  ties  of  amity,  affootknii  and 
good-fellowship.  These  are  fraitfal  and  inviting  themes,  hat  these 
hrief  allnsions  must  soffioe. 

We  hare  now  nttered  our  eonvictions  frankly,  earnestly,  sinoerdy. 
That  they  are  altogether  free  from  error  or  mistake  it  would  not  be- 
come us  to  affirm ;  but  we  may  say  that  tmth  has  been  onr  objeot, 
the  highest  welware  of  humanity  our  end  and  aim.  Qod  forbid  that, 
in  our  anxiety  to  seyer  the  unnatural  connection  between  religion  and 
asceticism,  we  should  eren  seem,  lor  a  moment,  to  offer  a  license 
to  sensual  pleasure,  unseemly  levity,  scoffing  irreverence,  or  untimely 
mirtL  In  our  efforts  to  deliver  mankind  from  the  indurating  power 
of  superstition  and  fanaticism,  we  would  not  make  them  triflers,  for- 
getful of  their  immortal  destiny,  unmindful  that  they  were 

**iiiid«  of  Aofel  Ibnn,  erect, 

To  hold  eommimion  wltk  the  hMrou  aboro.* 

Such  a  result  indeed  would  overwhelm  us  with  sorrow  and  alarm. 
If  we  believed  that  such  a  calamity  would  follow  this  plea  for  amuse- 
ments, nothing  could  tempt  us  to  set  thereto  our  hand  and  seal. 
No,  no — it  is  not  to  make  men  less  religious,  less  reverential,  less 
devoted,  in  the  legitimate  sense  of  those  terms,  that  we  claim  jfor 
social  pleasures  the  place  in  our  daily  life  which  a  beneficent  Creator 
evidently  intended  that  they  should  fill.  On  the  contrary,  we  would 
augment  the  power  of  piety  by  associating  it  with  all  that  is  bright, 
animating,  hopeful  and  joyous,  thus  making  it  lovely  and  attractive 
in  all  eyes ;  while  we  would  insure  the  greatest  possible  amount  of 
happiness  from  amusements,  and  guard  them  against  all  abuses  by 
tempering  them  with  the  chastening  and  purifying  influences  of  re- 
ligion. Animated  by  this  spirit,  we  submit  to  the  world  these,  our 
cherished  convictions,  confident  that  they  will  commend  themselves 
to  the  enlightened  judgment  of  mapy  earnest  advocates  of  truth  and 
progress,  and  hoping  that  they  may  exert  some  humble  influence  in 
promoting  a  much  needed  reform. 

Signed  hy  direction  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  Fifth  month,  20th,  1856. 


JOSEPH  A.  DUGDALE, 
RUHANEY  WAY,  )'CUrU 

OLIVER  JOHNSON, 


lALE,  >. 


Subsequently  approved  by  the  Waterloo  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends  ol 
Human  Progress. 

THOa  M'CUNTOCK,  )  ^^. 
MARY  DOTY,  f  ^'^^ 

t%  The  tbOTd  Tbrhiokt  in  Ikror  of  Awnmumsm  h  pnblidied  m  a  TnA  bj  Ouram. 
lontsoir,  188  Nmmu  St.,  N«w  York.    Piloe,  8  eeats  sinf le ;  |8  per  handred. 
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n.    SLAVERY. 

OxcB  more,  in  obedience  to  the  Apostolic  iDJanction,  *^  Bemember  them 
that  are  in  bonds  as  bonnd  with  them,^^  we  lift  np  oar  united  voice  agaiDSt 
that  gigantic  system  of  robbery  and  wrong,  American  Slavery,  by  which 
nearly  fonr  millions  of  Jinman  beings,  iratnortal  children  of  God  like  our- 
selves, are  reduced  to  a  level  with  four-footed  beasts,  compelled  to  toil 
without  wages,  often  scourged  and  lacerated  by  savage-hearted  masters  or 
overseers,  separated  from  their  dearest  kindred  and  sold  as  chattels,  and, ' 
-what  is  far  worse  than  any  act  of  physical  cruelty,  deprived  of  the  means 
of  intellectual  apd  moral  culture,  aod  doomed  to  gross  ignorance  and  de- 
gradatioD,  in  &  land  calling  itself  Christian  and  boastlAg  of  its  civilization, 
refinement  and  humanity  1  The  bodily  tortures  endured  by  the  slaves  are 
indeed  enough  to  awaken  profound  sympathy  and  e^icite  an  intense  indig- 
nation ;  but,  ohl  how  much  more  appalling  is  the  violence  done  to  those 
higher  faculties,  through  which  they  are  allied  to  God  and  made  heirs  to 

an  immortal  life  I 

•*  Woe  for  those 
Who  Im&ple  e'er  %  mind,  that  deethleis  thing  1 
They  know  Dot  what  they  doi,  not  what  they  deal  wtth. 
Kao,  perchance,  nsaj  bind  the  flower  hia  step  hath  bmiaed. 
Or  light  anew  the  torch  be  qaenchea, 
Or  to  miialo  wind  again  tlie  iTre-string 
From  hia  toooh  that  flew.    BotfortheSooll 
Oh  I  tremble,  and  beware  to  lay  rade  hands 
Upon  God's  mysteries  there  I  * 

Our  hearts  are  touched  when  we  reflect,  that  since  our  last  meeting, 
more  than  one  hundred  thousand  new  victims  have  been  born  to  this 
dreadful  ii^eritance  of  cruelty,  degradation*  and  shame,  while  tens  of 
thousands  of  others  have  found  a  refuge  thereftxwn  oniy  in  the  grave  i  We 
cannot  find  language  to  express  our  sense  of  the  deep  criminality  of  slavery, 
and  of  the  terrible  guilt  incurred,  not  only  by  the  slaveholders,  but  by  all 
those  who  in  any  way  support  or  countenance  the  system,  or  even  neglect 
to  testify  against  it  In  such  a  case,  silence  itself  is  a  crime.  What,  then, 
i^all  we  say  of  those  who  not  only  refuse  to  plead  the  cause  of  the  op- 
pressed, but  cast  all  their  inflcienoe  on  the  side  of  the  oppressor,  pleading 
in  his  behalf  the  sacrednees  of  Laws  and  Constitutions,  weaving  apologies 
for  him  out  of  the  Bible,  and  justifying  him  in  the  name  of  Jesus  and  his 
Apostles  1  In  what  language  shall  we  describe  the  Church  which  lends 
its  whole  strength  to  tiie  spoilers  of  humanity,  which  permits  slavery  to 
nesUe  securely  in  its  holiest  places,  and  consoles  the  kidnapper  with  its 
sacerdotal  benedictions?  The  garments  of  the  American  Chureh  are 
steeped  in  blood-,  her  altars  are  the  chief  bulwarks  of  slavery;  her 
oommonion-tables  the  refuge  of  the  slave-hunter;  her  ministers  forgers 
of  fetUrs  and  apologists  for  sin;  her  moral  philosophy  corrupt;  her  pray- 
ers hypocritical;   her  worship  idolatrous;    her  solemn  assemblies  and 
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oeremoniee  a  tham.  To  her  God  speaks  in  the  langoage  addressed  to 
the  rulers  of  ancient  Sodom :  *^  Bring  no  more  vain  oblations :  incense  is 
an  abomination  unto  me ;  the  new  moons  and  sabbaths,  the  catting  of 
assemblies,  I  cannot  away  with ;  it  b  iniquity,  even  the  solemn  meeting.*^ 

We  believe,  with  Albert  Barnes^  that  slavery  could  not  live  onteide  of 
the  American  Church,  if  it  had  no  foothold  within  its  pale ;  and  we  also 
believe  that  any  form  of  anti-slavery  which  shrinks  from  denouncing  the 
religion  of  that  Ohurch  as  false  and  spurious,  must  necessarily  be  weak 
and  inefficient.  In  dealing  with  such  a  sin  as  slavery,  we  can  adopt  no 
half-way  measures.  The  whole  truth  must  be  proclaimed.  "  without  con- 
cealment and  without  comi>romise.^^  No  Church,  no  Government,  no 
Constitution,  no  Union,  which  requires  us  to  support  or  sanction  such  a 
crime,  can  have  any  binding  force  upon  our  consdences.  We  seek  not 
alone  to  prevent  the  exUnsi^n  of  slavery^  but  to  exterminate  it  from  every 
part  of  the  land ;  and  in  this  work  we  must  be  no  respecters  of  persons,  but 
faith ftil  ever  to  onr  highest  convictions,  consenting  to  no  truce  with  the 
enemies  of  freedom,  but  loyal  always  to  Justioe,  Humanity  and  Truth. 

We  rejoice  to  Believe  that  the  anti-slavery  cause,  in  spite  of  all  the  ob- 
stacles it  has  encoontered,  has  made  great  progress.  The  ^*  little  cloud, 
like  unto  a  man's  hand,"  which  twenty-five  years  ago  was  seen  to  be 
ascending  above  the  moral  horizon,  has  expanded  over  the  whole  heavena^ 
and  is  fertilizing  the  land  with  the  waters  of  troth.  In  the  haQs  of  the 
National  Congress  and  the  State  Legislatures,  and  in  Ecclesiastical  As- 
semblies and  Conferences^  Slavery  is  a  leading  topic  of  discussion.  It 
divides  Churches,  agitates  benevolent  associations,  controls  the  issues  of 
politics,  and  forces  itself  upon  the  public  attention  in  books,  pamphlets 
and  newspapers.  All  schemes  for  stopping  the  agitation  of  the  subject 
have  only  sefved  to  cover  tfieir  authors  with  ridicule  and  co»tempt ;  and 
so,  we  doubt  not,  it  will  be  in  time  to  come.  A  revolution  has  begun, 
which  can  never  go  backward,  bat  which  must,  at  no  distant  day,  bring 
freedom  to  the  slave,  and  deliver  the  knd  from  its  deadliest  curse.  We 
know  not  through  what  scenes  of  fiery  persecution  and  civil  war  we  may 
be  called  to  pass,  but  the  path  of  duty  for  us  is  plain,  and  ultimate  victory 
certain. 

**  Long,  too  longt  bavo  wo  boon  dreamhig 
O'er  our  eoantry^s  aSn  tsd  shftme; 
Let  ni  now,  Um  thne  r«deenilDg» 
Pr«es  the  helpless  captive's  diSm^ 
TiU,  ezultlBg, 
He  sbftll  cast  aside  his  ehaSnl'* 


Signed  by  direction  of  the  Meeting. 


Joseph  A.  Du«dalb,^ 
KuHANET  Way,  >  Cleric. 

OuvKR  Johnson,        ) 
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in.— WOMAN'S   RIGHTS. 

It  is  most  difficult  to  shake  off  the  prejadices  of  edncatioo,  especially 
those  grafted  on  onr  reliffious  natures ;  and  the  idea  that  woman  was  made 
for  maji,  and  not  for  herself,  has  heen  so  thoroughly  taught  in  the  theology 
of  all  times,  that  we  fear  that  Progressive  Friends  even  are  not  developed 
to  tlie  point  where  man  beholds  in  woman  an  eqnal,  and  where  woman 
herself  feeb  the  grandeur  of  her  destiny. 

•  There  is  no  cord  by  which  the  human  soul  can  be  so  strongly  bound 
as  that  which  fastens  on  the  religious  element  In  onr  being,  and  no  chain 
so  firmly  riveted  as  that  we  believe  fixed  by  the  hand  of  God.  "We  re- 
joice in  the  deimand  woman  now  makes  for  her  civil  and  political  liberty, 
but  the  incubus  that  rests  on  her  soul  and  prevents  her  from  asserting  her 
most  sacred  rights,  is  found  in  religious  authority.  We  therefore  most 
earnestly  urge  women  every  where  to  come  out  from  the  popular  Churches, 
to  repudiate  all  priestly  power,  and  that  whole  system  of  theology  which 
teaches  that  woman  is  an  inferior  creature,  the  author  of  evil,  and  must, 
by  a  life  of  sufiering  and  submission  to  her  royal  victim  man,  atone  for 
the  mighty  blunder  by  which  she  darkened  the  sunshine  and  poisoned  the 
Joy  of  Paradise.  If  man  begins  to  rejoice  in  reh'gious  freedom,  how  sin- 
cerely should  woman  thank  the  Lord  that  the  day  of  h&r  deliverance  is 
at  hand  I 

Where  the  Divine  principles  taught  by  the  Christian  system  have 
prevailed,  there  has-been  done  a  great  work  for  woman,  but  the  Chris- 
tianity of  the  popular  Churches  has  no  especial  claims  on  the  female  sex. 
The  "  Christian  religion  "  has  two  phases  on  the  Southern  plantation — 
one  for  the  white  man  and  one  for  the  negro ; — so  has  it  ever  had  for 
man  and  woman.  Man  was  made  a  little  lower  than  the  angels,  he  may 
commune  with  God  face  to  face ;  he  may  be  his  vicegerent  on  earth ;  he 
may  be  Pope,  Cardinal,  Bishop,  Priest,  a  voting  member  of  a  country 
Church.  But  woman,  the  mother  of  Jesus,  and  his  Apostles,  and  of  all  the 
saints  that  ever  trod  the  earth,  where  and  how  is  she  ever  recognized  in 
the  popular  Churches  of  our  day  ? 

She  may  bury  herself  in  a  nunnery,  keep  midnight  vigils  in  old  ca- 
thedral walls,  chant  the  ^^  Te  Deum,"  have  holy  hands  laid  on  her  head, 
be  an  angel  of  mercy  to  the  sick  and  the  dying,  in  damp  prison  walls  or 
the  abodes  of  poverty  and  vice ;  but  no  post  of  ease  or  honor  awaits  her. 
The  one  aim  and  centre-point  of  her  religion  is  submission,  in  Church  and 
State,  and  at  the  fireside. 

Her  religion  is  neither  elevating  nor  ennobling.  It  does  not  make  her 
fi-ee,  but  more  completely  the  slave  of  any  one  who  knows  just  how  to 
manage  that  element  in  her  nature.  The  Church  every  whore  has  Un 
victims  from  the  female  sex  to  one  from  the  other,  notwithstanding  the 
contempt  in  which  it  ever  has  held,  and  still  holds,  all  womankind.    One 
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would  think  that  a  system  that  teaches  woman  that  she  is  and  mnst  ever 
be  the  subordinate  of  man,  in  all  hi^  'grossnesa  of  thought,  word  and  ao- 
Uon — that  she  was  made  for  no  higher  purpose  than  hif^pleasure— that 
she  has  no  rights  in  and  of  herself,  neither  to  her  own  person,  nor  to  the 
pursuit  of  her  individual  happiness,  would  have  been  repudiated  by  the 
n&ass  of  them  long  ago.    And  so  it  would  if  their  reason  had  not  always 
been  held  in  abeyance  to  a  blind  veneration  for  authority.    Every  human 
soul  will  ever  and  anon  rise  in  its  dignity,  though  mountains  of  oppression 
are  heai>ed  upon  it    It  will  think  and  reason  and  query  with  itself.  Why 
these  longings,  these  aspirations  for  a  better  destiny  ?  why  this  earnest 
wish  to  act  independently,  if,  from  the  cfadle  to  the  grave,  I  am  for  ever  to 
speak  and  act  by  the  will  of  another  ?    If  man  has  suffered  from  authori- 
ty— ^if  his  reason  has  been  crippled,  his  noblest  impulses  checked,  bis 
most  sacred  affections  perverted  and  withered,  his  individuality  all  merged 
in  ecclesiastical  institutions,  woman  has  always  been  dragged  down  to  a 
still  lower  depth ;  she  has  always  gone  one  step  further ;  for  she  has  not 
only  bowed  down  to  Church,  Pope,  Cardinal,  Bishop  and  Priest,  but  to 
mere  manhood^  in  every  relation  of  lite.    It  is  d)fficult  to  estimate  the 
galling  bondage  of  woman^s  life,  educated  in  fear  and  dependence.    The 
best  and  bravest  dare  not  stand  alone.    In  a  careful  review  of  this  whole 
question,  we  feel  convinced  that  the  chief  barrier  in  the  way  of  woman's 
progress  is  her  own  religious  belief  that  she  already  holds  ^e  true  posi- 
tion assigned  her  by  God.    She  really  religiously  believes  that  she  was 
made  for  man,  to  cook  him  meat,  and  bear  him  children.    Is  it  any  won- 
der then  that  the  few  women  who  do  protest  against  this  overwhelming 
public  sentiment  seem  harsh  and  impatient?    ^*  Oppression  makes  wise 
men  mad.''    They  would  be  gods  and  not  toomerif  could  they,  with  ih&t 
enlarged  views  of  woman's  true  destiny,  calmly  and  meekly  bear  all  the 
evils  of  their  present  condition. 

When  woman  sees  fit  to  take  her  true  position,  as  tlie  mother  of  the 
race,  the  equal  of  man,  there  must,  of  necessity,  be  an  entire  revolution  in 
Church,  State,  and  Family.  This  reform  aims  not  merely  to  make  a  few 
new  laws,  to  grant  a  few  privileges,  or  to  redress  a  few  grievances,  but  it 
is  indeed  a  new  creation.  Behold  I  the  degraded  slave  of  man,  the  victim 
of  lust,  fear,  and  priestcraft,  stands  forth  in  the  full  dignity  of  womanhood, 
self-reliant,  conscious  of  her  own  dignity  and  strength,  and  rejoicing  that 
in  her  redemption  a  nobler  race  of  beings  sliall  bless  and  beautify  Uie 
earth. 

Signed  by  direction  of  the  Meeting. 

Joseph  A.  Dugdalb,  f 
RuHANEY  Wat,  >  Clerks. 

OLrvBR  Johnson,         ) 
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IV.— TOBAOOO. 

We  record  pnr  earnest  testimony  against  the  use  of  tobacco,  on  the 
following  grounds,  viz : 

Ist.  It  is  nnnataral,  unnecessary,  «uid  useless.  The  appetite  therefor  is 
wholly  artificial. 

2^.  It  is  offensive  to  a  refined  taste.  This  is  evident  from  the  fact, 
that  men  of  cultivation  instinctively  shrink  from  even  the  suggestion  that 
their  mothers,  wives  and  daughters  may  become  slaves,  to  the  use  of  this 
noxious  plant. 

8d.  It  is  expensive — a  waste  of  money.  What  a  shame  that  men  should 
pay  more  for  this  poisonous,  filthy  weed,  than  for  the  support  of  schools 
and  colleges  I  Few  countries,  in  proportion  to  their  population,  consume 
so  much  of  it  as  the  United  States. 

4th.  We  have  the  authority  of  eminent  physicians  for  declaring  that  it  is 
exceedingly  injurious  in  its  effects  upon  the  human  system — that  it  tends 
to  produce  various  diseases  and  to  shorten  life.  One  physician,  Dr.  L.  B. 
CoLSB,  late  of  Boston,  who  investigated  the  subject  thoroughly  in  the  light 
of  physiology,  expressed  the  opinion,  that  more  lives  were  destroyed  by 
tpbcuioo  than  by  intoxicating  liquors.  This  may  or  may  not  be  true ;  but 
it  is  a  strong  evidence  of  the  pernicious  influence  of  the  article,  that  a 
responsible  individual,  who  has  devoted  so  much  attention  to  this  subject, 
has  arrived  at  such  a  conclusion. 

5th.  like  every  other  poisonous  stimulant,  it  tends  to  blunt  the  intel- 
'lectnal  ikculUes,  and  the  moral  feelings.  Other  things  being  equal,  who 
would  not  have  more  hope  of  enlisting  the  influence  of  an  ^embly  of  men 
in  favor  of  any  goqd  cause,  if  they  were  in  no  way  addicted  to  the  use  of 
tobacco?  What  preacher  of  righteousness  would  not  be  encouraged  by 
the  knowledge  that  his  audience  was  too  refined,  too  much  under  the  in- 
fluence of  their  higher  feelings,  to  indulge  so  vulgar  a  habit? 

•  For  these  reasons,  and  for  others  which  we  cannot  now  specify,  we 
earnestly  advise  all  whom  our  voice  may  reach  to  banish  the  use  of  tobacco 
from  their  families,  to  discountenance  it  in  the  community,  and  especially 
to  warn  the  young  against  acquiring  a  habit  so  pernicious,  filthy,  and  de- 
grading. We  are  the  more  careful  to  utter  owr  testimony  against  this  evil, 
because  it  exists  among  ourselves.  Not  a  few  of  those  whom  we  lore, 
and  who  are  associated  with  us  in  the  cause  of  reform,  are  the  slaves  of 
tobacco.  They  are  "  bound,  lo  I  these  many  years,"  and  have  not  the 
str^igth  to  break  their  chains.  We  sympathize  with  them  most  sincerely, 
while  we  would  rebuke  them  with  Chrbtian  fidelity,  and  in  the  spirit  of 
love. 

Signed  by  direction  of  the  Meeting. 

JOBSPII  A.  DnODALB,  ) 

BuHAKST  Wat,  >  Clerla, 

OuvKB  Johnson,        ) 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ iC 


48 

v.— TEMPERANCE. 

TJndbr  a  lively  setae  of  the  evils  resulting  fh>in  the  use  of  intoxioatiiig 
drinks,  and  of  the  iijarions  effects  of  the  liqnor-traffio,  we  desire  to  renew 
our  testunony  in  &vor  of  Total  Abstinence,  sad  to  recommend  the  practice 
thereof  to  all  with  whom  our  words  may  have  inflaenoe.     However  im- 
portant it  may  be  to  secure  the  enactment  of  Prohibitory  Laws,— (and  we 
certainly  believe  that  the  Justice  of  such  laws  cannot  be  consistently  denied, 
except  by  those  who  reject  the  whole  scheme  of  penal  Iegislation,)'-oar 
main  reliance  for  the  progress  of  this,  as  well  as  every  other  reform,  must 
ever  be  upon  moral  instrumentalities,  upon  the  power  of  truth  over  the 
human  intellect  and  conscience.  The  injurious  effects  of  intoxicating  Hqoore 
upon  the  human  system,  even  when  imbibed  in  the  smallest  quantitiefl, 
must  be  further  exposed.    The  ignorance  of  multitudes  on  this  subject, 
notwithstanding  the  discussions  of  the  last  thirty  years,  is  astonishing; 
and  yet,  when  we  make  due  allowance  for  the  strength  of  a  perverted 
appetite,  and  the  tenacity  with  which  men  cling  to  social  customs  of  long 
standing,  the  wonder  is,  not  that  so  little,  but  that  so  much,  has  been  ac- 
complished.   We  must  ^^  learn  to  labor  and  to  wait''     RevoluUons  in  the 
habits  of  communities  and  nations  are  not  the  work  of  a  day,  nor  even  of 
one  generation.    The  period,,  however,  cannot  be  far  distant  when  the 
traffic  in  intoxicating  liquors,  to  be  used  as  a  beverage,  will  be  ranked  as 
a  crime  and  treated  accordingly. 

Signed  by  direction  of  the  Meeting. 

JoSEPlf  A.  DiTGDALX,) 

RuHANET  Wat,         >  CUriL    * 
•  Oliver  Johnson,       ) 

VI.— TREATMENT  OF  CRIMINALS. 

To  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  Bepreeentatites  of  the  State  ofPennsyhania: 
The  Pennsylvania  Yearly  Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends,  held  at 
Longwood,  near  Eennett  Square,  Oheeter  Co.,  Pa.,  from  the  18th  to  the 
21st  of  Fifth  menth,  1856,  deeply  impressed  with  the  wrongfulness  and 
barbarity  of  Capital  Punishment,  sends  up  to  yon  this  earnest  memorial, 
praying  for  its  immediate  abolition,  and  for  the  substitution  therefor  of  such 
wholesome  restraint  and  discipline  as  will  have  a  tendency  to  reform  the 
criminal,  and  make  him  a  nseful  member  of  society. 

We  are  also  constrained  to  invoke  your  earnest  and  conscientious  atten- 
tion to  the  sanitary  and  moral  condition  of  penitentiaries  and  jails.  We 
entreat  you,  by  yonr  regard  for  humanity  and  the  public  welfare,  to  ad<^ 
such  measures  as  will  effectually  prevent  the  appointment  of  unsuitable 
persons  to  the  oversight  of  these  institutions.  Prisoners,  we  fear,  are 
often  treated  vrith  a  coldness  and  harshness,  which  tends  to  blunt  all  the 
finer  sensibilities  of  theur  nature  and  prepare  them  for '  new  crimes.  It 
should  be  remembered  that  the  criminal,  however  degraded,  is  yet  a 
human  being,  and  that  the  treatment  which  is  adi^>ted  to  the  development 
of  his  higher  nature  tnd  of  his  capacity  for  self-restndnt,  will  at  the  same 
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time  work  out  the  best  reBnlts  for  the  commiimty.  Men  who  have  the 
care  of  priflons  should  be  imbued  with  a  Christian  and  philanthropic  spirit, 
and  have  snoh  a  knowledge  of  hmnan  nature  in  all  its  phases,  as  will  qualify 
them  to  labor  heartily  and  suooessfully  for  the  moral  improvement  and 
eleration  of  their  inmates.  When  we  remember  how  much  has  been  done 
to  improve  the  system  of  prison  discipline  by  the  &ithful  labors  of  John 
Howard,  Elizabeth  Fry,  and  Dorothea  Dix,  we  are  encouraged  to  hope 
tiiat  this  our  humble  memorial  may  exert  a  favorable  influence  upon  those 
whom  the  people  have  clothed  with  legislative  authority. 
Signed  on  behalf  and  by  direction  of  the  Meeting. 

Joseph  A.  Duqdalb,  } 
RuHANXY  Wat,  >  ClerJa. 

Oltveb  Johnbok,        ) 

VII.— EIRST-bAY  MEETINGS. 

Maitt  of  us  feel  concerned  to  make  some  observations  to  those  who 
are  interested  in  the  Organization  of  Progressive  Friends,  respecting  the 
proper  use  of  time  on  the  first  day  of  the  week,  which  the  custom  of 
society  has  devoted  to  rest  ftom  labor.  We  desire,  in  the  first  place,  to 
separate  ourselves  from  all  superstition  respecting  that  day,  from  all  asceti- 
cism, from  every  idea  that  the  day  is  more  holy  than  any  other.  All 
days  are  holy,  and  we  can  say  no  less  than  that  man  is  accountable  for  the 
proper  use  of  his  talents  on  every  day  of  the  week.  But  while  our  minds 
are  impressed  with  these  truths,  we  also  believe  that  specific  duties 
may  properly  be  assigned  to  particular  periods  of  time.  Only  a  limited 
pention  of  the  commuoity  ever  attend  the  popular  worshipping  assemblies. 
We  should  be  surprised  bf  it  were  otherwise,  seeing  that  the  beautiful  sim- 
plicity of  truth  is  so  often  obscured  by  dogmas,  traditions,  and  snpersti- 
ticms.  There  are  multitudes  of  intelligent  men  and  women  in  our  country, 
c^>able  of  imparting  valuable  religious,  moral,  and  scientific  instruction. 
We  submit,  therefore,  for  your  consideration,  that  you  should  assemble 
together  in  your  respective  neighborhoods,  in  your  dwellings,  and  other 
stntable  places,  for  the  purpose  of  edifying  and  instructing  one  another. 
The  lack  of  public  speaking  should  not  operate  as  a  discouragement,  for 
there  is  sometimes  a  power  and  sympathy  in  silence  that  words  are  alto- 
gether inadequate  to  convoy.  If  but  two  or  three  should  assemble,  re- 
member that  strength  does  not  always  depend  upon  numbers. 

The  laws  of  matter,  no  less  than  those  of  mind,  are  the  laws  of  God, 
and  are,  therefore,  proper  subjects  of  investigation  in  such  meetings  as  we 
now  recommend.  In  proportion  as  we  comprehend  these  laws,  we  shall 
be  convinced  of  the  beautiful  harmony  of  the  Divine  economy,  and 
every  where  be  able  to  trace  the  hand  of  the  Divine  Architect 

^gned  by  direction  of  the  Meeting. 

JoeKPH  A.  DXTODALB,  ) 

KuHAKKT  Wat,  \  CUrh. 

OuvEB  Johnson,        ) 
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FALSE  IDEAS  OF  GOD  AND  HIS  GOVERNMENT. 

Delivered  at  the  Opening  Session  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  qf  Progresnu 
Friends^  held  at  Longwood,  Chester  County,  Pa,^  on  Fintrday  flwm- 
ing,  l^th  of  Fifth  month,  1866. 

BT  SAMUEL  J.  MAT, 

MiHITM  or  TBI  UKtTABIAir  CHirmCB,  STEAOITSSf  IT.  T. 

CoLossiANt,  U :  8.  "Beware  lest  any  man  apoil  you  through  philoaophy  and  rt&n  de- 
ceit, after  the  tradition  of  men,  after  the  rudiment*  of  the  world,  and  not  after  Chriit,"  who 
faid,  (Luke  12 :  57,)  "  Why  eren  of  youraelrei  judge  ye  not  what  it  right  *  " 

Thebs  is  scarcely  any  thing  which  logical  argument  may  not  seero  to 
prove;  scarcely  any  absurdity  which  logicians  have  not  attempted  to 
maintain.  But  let  a  man  reason  ever  so  ingeniously  to  establish  that 
which  b  false ;  though  he  may  so  devise  his  premises  that  tiiey  shall  ap- 
pear to  lead  inevitably  to  his  conclusion ;  yet,  if  that  conclusion  be  really 
untrue,  it  will  not  stay  proved  by  all  his  logic.  Doubt,  unbelief,  will  again 
spring  up  in  the  minds  of  those  who  thought  they  were  fully  persuaded ; 
yes,  spring  up  perhaps  in  the  mind  of  him  who  was  confident  he  had  estab- 
lished the  proposition  by  irrefragable  argument.  Nothing  but  truth  can 
stand;  -and  truth  stands  not  on  any  basis  of  proo^  which  human  ingenuity 
has  laid  for  it,  but  in  virtue  of  its  own  strength,  its  own  indestructible  na- 
ture. Truih  is  seen  not  in  a  factitious  glare,  which  some  reasoner  may 
have  thrown  around  it;  but  in  a  clear  light  which  emanates  from  itself. 
Truth  is  in  its  very  nature  luminous.  It  is  radiated  from  God  himself^ 
the  fountain  of  light.  It  is  the  light  which  lightetli  every  man  who 
Cometh  into  the  world,  to  the  extent  that  he  is  able  and  disposed  to  re- 
ceive the  light.  The  highest  evidence  is  self-evidence.  Tliis  is  allied  to 
consciousness,  if  it  be  not  the  same  thing.  And  until  what  any  man  de- 
clares to  be  true,  is  seen  and  felt  to  be  true,  it  will  not  really  be  believed, 
however  logically  he  may  have  proved  it. 

It  is  by  self-evidence,  of  the  highest  sort,  that  we  know  that  we  our- 
selves exist;  that  we  have  bodies  and  minds;  that  we  see,  feel,  thiok, 
eiyoy,  suffer,  hope,  fear,  love,  hate,  do  right,  or  do  wrong.  It  is  the  self- 
evidence  of  consciousness,  by  which  we  know  all  these  thmgs.    By  self- 
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eridence  scarcely  less  distinct,  we  know  that  we  are  in  the  midst  of  a  nni- 
verse  of  matter,  that  we  are  sdrroanded  by  innumerable  objects  and  exist- 
ences, seen  and  nnseen,  which  make  themselves  manifest  to  ns  throngh 
our  several  senses. 

And  it  is  by  self-evidence,  only  a  little  removed  in  clearness  from  the 
foregoing,  that  we  know  there  is  a  God ;  that  we  know  we  are  dependent 
npon  him  and  acoonntable  to  him.  No  species  of  hnman  beings,  scarcely 
a  &ne  individual,  was  ever  found  wholly  destitute  of  the  ideas  of  a  Su- 
preme Being,  of  dependence  and  moral  responsibility. 

Very  different  indeed  have  been  the  statements,  theories,  creeds  of 
men  respecting  Deity ;  but  they  all  rested  upon  the  truth  of  his  existence. 
Some  have  deduced  from  appearances  the  doctrine  of  a  plurality  of  Gods; 
and  Gods  of  diverse  characters,  from  the  highest  benevolence  to  the  low- 
est malignity.  On  these  diverse  ideas  of  the  character  of  the  Deity  have 
been  framed  the  various  mythologies  and  superstitious  of  tlie  heathen 
world,  and  the  various  theological  systems  of  the  Christian  world.  But 
mankind  have  not  remained  satisfied  with  wrong  notions  of  the  Deity. 
Their  dissatisfaction  has  worked  continually  to  the  development  of  better 
ideas ;  and  will  ever  work,  until  men  shall  be  brought  to  true  conceptions 
•  of  the  Heavenly  Father ;  of  his  unerring  wisdom,  perfect  holiness,  and  im- 
partial, parental  love,  for  all  the  children  of  men. 

No  theory  or  creed  can  be  established  as  the  truth,  which  has  not  in 
its  behalf  the  self-evidenoe  of  truth.  On  self-evidence,  not  on  authority, 
not  on  logical  argument,  rests  man's  belief  in  God,  and  in  the  benignity 
of  his  providence,  and  in  the  excellence  of  his  government.  The  Bible 
does  not  prove  the  existence  of  God.  It  assumes  the  fact  that  he  has 
existed  from  all  eternity ;  and  thence  goes  on,  through  successive  stages 
of  progress,  for  more  than  fifteen  hundred  years,  to  record  the  better  and 
better  ideas  of  his  nature  and  character,  that  were  revealed  to  the  thought- 
ful and  devout,  until,  as  I  believe,  the  truth  on  this  highest  of  all  subjects 
culminated  in  Jesus  Christ,  to  whom  it  was  self-evident,  and  through 
whom  it  has  become  self-evident  to  as  many  as  have  received  him,  that 
there  is  only  one  God,  and  that  He  is  the  loving  parent  of  all  men — more 
wise  than  any  earthly  father,  more  tender  than  any  earthly  mother. 

Jesus  Christ,  however,  did  not  merely  declare,  dictate  to  men  what  is 
right  Many  of  his  most  momentous  lessons  were  given  in  parables, 
which  were,  in  their  very  nature,  implied  appeals  to  his  hearers'  own  per- 
ceptions of  the  true  and  the  good.  On  some  occasions,  he  directly  sum- 
moned the  multitude  to  decide  the  most  important  moral  questions,  saying 
to  them,  "Why  even  of  yourselves  judge  ye  not  what  is  right! " 

God  has  never  left  men  without  evidence  of  his  being  and  character, 
and  of  their  own  nature  and  destiny.  They  who  have  not  received  his 
law,  as  it  was  revealed  by  Moses  and  the  Prophets,  and  afterwards  by 
Christ,  are  and  ever  have  been  a  law  unto  themselves,  having  the  law  of 
God  written  in  their  hearts,  their  consciences  also  approving  their  obe- 
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dienoe  or  disapproving  th^  dbobedieooe  to  what  they  have  perceived  to 
be  right 

And  yet,  on  all  the  great  sabjects  to  which  I  have  alluded,  the  school- 
men,  the  theologians,  the  men  of  logic,  have  attempted  to  £R8ten  upon  the 
Imman  mind  the  wildest  absurdities ;  have  attempted  to  make  men  believe 
propositions  that  set  at  naught  all  their  innate  perceptions  of  tmth,  and 
oatrage  their  deepest  intuitions  of  the  right 

One  philosopher — a  very  learned,  ingenious,  and  withal  a  very  amia^ 
excellent  man — ^I  mean  Bishop  Berkley,  of  whom  POpe  said,  that  he  ^pos- 
sessed every  virtue  under  heaven" — ^Bishop  Berkley  maintained  that  be- 
lief in  the  existence  of  the  exterior  world  is  false  and  inconsistent  with 
itself— that  those  things  which  are  called  sensible,  material  objects,  are 
not  external,  but  exist  in  the  mind— are  merely  impressicms  made  on  our 
minds  by  the  inunediate  act  of  Qod,  He  insisted  that  our  own  existence 
is  an  idea,  not  a  reality;  aye,  and  he  proved  this  strange  proposition,  so 
far  as  logic  alone  ever  proved  any  thing. 

Not  less  absurd  have  been  the  theories  which  some  men  have  attempt- 
ed to  establish  respecting  the  nature  and  character  of  the  Deity;  and  not 
any  more  sensible  have  been  the  arguments  upon  which  they  have  reUed. 
I  will  not  now  enter  the  region  of  heathen  mythology,  or  turn  your  at- 
tention to  the  superstitions  that  still  prevail  in  the  pagan  world.  Suffi- 
cient will  it  be  for  my  present  pnrpose,  to  remind  you  of  the  strange  opin- 
ions which  have  been  broached,  and  some  of  whidi  have  exten^vely  pre- 
vailed in  Christendom. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  Ohristian  Churches,  since  the  fourth  century, 
have  professed  to  believe  that  God  exists  in  three  distinct,  coequal,  ooeter- 
nal  persons,  and  yet  that  these  three  are  only  one.  Of  oourse  the  human 
mind  could  not  remain  satisfied  with  this  self-contradictory  hypothesis, 
however  logically  and  Scripturally  it  may  have  been  proved.  The  {«o- 
fessed  believers  in  it,  therefore,  have  been  for  ever  struggling  agunst  the 
absurdity  of  their  creed — striving  to  get  some  statement  of  the  doctrine 
more  accordant  with  Scripture  and  common  sense.  Consequently,  we 
have,  from  high  ecclesiastic^  authorities,  a  dozen  different  statements  of 
the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  which  are  as  dissimilar  to  each  other  as  they 
are  to  the  simple  Unity  of  God. 

On  the  other  hand,  some  men,  a  few  in  England,  many  in  Germany, 
and  more  in  France,  generally  men  of  sdence,  a  few  of  them  very  learned 
men,  disgusted  with  the  irrational,  absurd  doctrine  of  God,  which  the 
Church  would  enforce  upon  their  reception,  madly  rushed  to  the  opposite 
extreme,  and  denied  the  existence  of  any  Deity.  The  doctrine  of  the 
atheist  was  logically  proved,  at  least  so  many  insisted.  The  savans  of 
France,  nay,  ^^  the  people  of  France,"  by  their  representatives  in  General 
Assembly,  voted  that  there  was  no  God.  But  the  intuitions  of  human 
nature,  Uie  deep  wants  of  the  soul,  contradicted  the  denial;  and  lo  I  that 
whole  nation  (notwithstanding  the  logical  argumentations  and  sdentifio 
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proofe  of  the  atbeiste)  have  gone,  with  a  rush,  baok  into  the  bosom  of  the 
Obnrcb,  from  which  they  had  been  driven  oat  into  a  world  without  a  God. 
Prove  to  a  man,  never  so  logically,  that  there  is  no  Ood.  He  way  asdent 
to  your  coDclosioD ;  but  he  can  no  more  live  and  act  consistently  with 
SQch  unbelief  than  with  the  unbelief  of  hb  own  corporeal  existence. 
Some  coward  fear,  some  outcry  of  despair,  will  show  he  yet  believes, 
and  te'embles  as  the  devils  do,  because  he  does  not  love. 

Again^as  to  the  character  ot  God  and  of  his  moral  government;  some, 
theological  system^makers  and  leaders  of  sects,  have  taught,  and  the  largest 
part  of  the  Churches  of  Ohristiendora  still  profess  to  believe,  that  God  is  the 
most  jedoos,  vindictive,  capricious,  implacable,  partial  of  beings — ^supreme- 
ly s^fisb — or  what  amounts  to  all  this.  It  has  been  declared,  and  still  is, 
by  tboee  who  assume  to  be  the  most  sound  in  faith  and  evangelical,  as  it 
k  set  forth  in  the  creed  of  the  great  Presbyterian  Ohurch,  that  ^*  By  the 
decree  of  Gk>d,  for  the  marUfatatum  of  his  glory ^  some  men  and  angels 
are  predestinated  unto  everlasting  life,  and  others  ordained  to  everlasting 
death.  These  angels  and  men  thus  predestinated  and  foreordained  are 
piartioularly  and  unchangeably  designed ;  and  their  number  is  so  certain 
and  definite,  that  it  cannot  either  be  increased  or  diminished.  Those  of 
mankind  that  are  predestinated  unto  life,  God,  before  the  foundation  of 
the  world  was  laid,  according  to  his  eternal  and  immutable  purp^ise,  and 
the  secret  counsel  and  good  pleasure  of  his  will,  hath  chosen  in  Ohrist 
onto  everlasting  glory,  out  of  his  mere  free  grace  and  love,  without  any 
foresight  of  faith  or  good  works,  or  perscveranoe  in  either  of  them,  or 
any  other  thing  in  the  creature  as  conditions  or  causes  moving  him  there- 
to; and  all  to  the  praim  of  his  glorious  grace.  The  rest  of  mankind,^' 
that  creed  goes  on  to  declare,  "  the  rest  of  mankind  God  was  plea^^ed  (ac- 
cording to  the  unsearchable  counsel  of  his  own  will,  whereby  he  extend- 
eth  or  withhojdeth  mercy  as  he  pleaseth,  for  the  glory  of  his  sovereign 
potter  o^ter  his  creatures)  to  pass  by,  and  to  ordain  them  to  disthonor  and 
wrath  for  their  sins,  to  the  praise  of  his  glorious  justice,'*^  And  this  last 
class  of  beings,  which  is  supposed  to  be  very  much  the  larger  portion,  are 
to  be,  Uiat  creed  declares,  *^  cast  into  eternal  torments,  and  be  punished 
with  everlasting  destruction  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  and  tVom  the 
glory  of  his  power." 

In  support  of  this  strange,  this  horrid  system,  than  which  there  is 
Bothiog  more  shocking  iti  any  of  the  heathen  mythologies,  its  believers 
adduce  a  very  formidable  array  of  texts  from  the  Bible,  and  strengthen 
these  Scriptural  authorities  by  a  well-wrought  chain  of  iron  k>gic.  But 
has  the  mind  of  man  rested  satisfied  with  the  system  of  doctrines  of  which 
this  is  an  essential  feature  f  Far  otherwise.  The  system  is  outgrown. 
Ifaoy  of  this  day,  who  have  given  their  assent  to  it,  do  not  believe  it. 
Th«r  ministers  keep  the  most  offensive  parts  of  this  creed  as  much  out  of 
sight  as  possible,  or  conceal  their  hideousness  by  a  veil  of  modem  expla- 
Nothlng,  I  believe,  would  sooner  empty  the  churches  which 
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claim  to  be  orthodox,  than  for  the  ministera  to  read  the  PreebyteriaoCon- 
feasion  of  Faith  intelligently  to  the  people,  and  require  eadi  one  of  them 
to  believe  it  all,  as  the  condition  of  continoed  inemberBhip.  And  yet  the 
tmth  of  it,  as  thoosands  suppose,  has  been  established  both  by  Scripture 
and  argument. 

One  extreme  driv^  men  to  the  opposite.  Oonaeqaently  other  reH- 
gionists  have  contended,  and  have  persuaded  themselTea  and  their  disdplis 
to  believe,  that  as  no  men  are  to  be  saved  becauae  of  their  faitii  or  good 
works,  so  no  men  ought  to  be  lost  for  want  of  faith  and  good  works;  thit, 
as  those  who  are  to  receive  the  gift  of  salvation  will  receive  it  in  coosd- 
eration  of  the  satisfaction  made  to  Divine  Justice  by  the  sacrifice  of  Christ,— 
then  all  men  oight  to  receive  the  same  salvation,  if  Qod  be  impartia] ',  !)»• 
cause  the  sacrifice  of  Christ  (i.  e^  GU>d  incarnate)  was  an  infinite  sacrifice, 
sufficient  for  alL  The  benefit  of  it  cannot  be  withheld  from  all,  if  it  bs 
given  to  any,  without  the  most  glaring  caprice  and  ftvoritism,  which  it 
would  be  impious  to  ascribe  to  the  Heavenly  Father.  Therefore  these 
theorists  contended  and  persuaded  many,  that  all  mankind  were  bought 
with  a  price,  would  be  saved  at  deatb,  would  know  no  misery,  sofier  no 
punishment  beyond  the  grave,  but  enter  at  once  into  a  state  of  everlasting 
hi^iness. 

This  theory  has  been  stated  and  maintained  with  a  good  deal  of  power 
and  ingenuity — ^by  arguments  drawn  from  the  Bible  in  great  abundanoe, 
and  directed  with  no  small  degree  of  logical  skill.  It  has  been  urged  with 
great  reason  that,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  this  system  was  more  honorable  to 
God,  and  more  encouraging  to  men,  than  the  dark  system  which  it  rose  up 
to  oppose.  But  has  the  mind  of  man  rested  satisfied  in  the  belief,  that 
there  will  be  no  suffering  for  sin  in  the  life  beyond  the  grave  t  Snceij  not 
The  analogy  of  this  life,  in  which  each  successive  stage  of  our  career  is 
seen  and  felt  to  be  retributive  to  that  which  preceded  it,  conspires  with 
that  ^^  fearful  looking  for  of  Judgment  to  come,"  which  rises  instinctively 
in  the  guilty  breast,  to  assure  us  of  the  truth  of  the  doctrine  of  a  future 
righteous  retribution.  There  are  now,  I  suppose,  very  few,  who  really 
believe  that  the  evil  consequences  of  sin  end  with  the  present  state  of  our 
being,  and  that  all,  because  of  the  infinite  sacrifice  of  Christ,  or  of  the  in- 
discriminate love  of  Ood,  enter  at  once  through  the  grace,  into  all  the  Joy 
of  Heaven.  Very  few  now  believe  this  doctrine  of  nltra^Jniversalism;^ 
although  much  Scripture  has  been  alleged  in  its  behalf  and  it  may  be  very 
logically  deduced  from  the  premises  laid  down  in  the  Westminster  Oonfas^ 
sion  of  Faith,  and  in  the  Creeds  of  our  Presbyterian  and  other  Orthodox 
Churehes.  ' 

I  have  dwelt  Icmger  upon  this  part  of  my  subject  than  I  intended.  Uj 
wish  is,  that  we  all  should  bear  in  mind  that  many  thmgs  have,  in  timea 
past,  been  clearly  proved,  and  most  strenuously  insisted  upon  by  miniBten 
and  Churches  as  essential  truths,  that  are  now  utterly  r^ected  by  th^ 
lineal  orthodox  desoendanta,  or  are  suffered  to  lie  donnant  in  their  creedib 
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TStrfir  ynts  there  a  man  mightier  in  the  8oriptares  than  Dr.  Edwards,  and 
he  is  renowned  the  world  over  for  hid  bgioal  acnmen  and  hardihood.  He 
|>roted  {so  far  as  an  array  of  texts,  and  an  nnflinohin^  application  of  logical 
argnme&t  oonM  prove)  his  dark,  horrid  system  of  Redemption.  Few 
lof  his  own  day  ooold  stand  before  him.  Not  many  in  this  <day  oan  main- 
tain their  ground  as  his  opponents ;  and  yet,  common  sense  and  the  intui- 
tions of  hnmanity  reject  his  dreadftil  conclasions.  In  the  most  Oalvin* 
btic  Oharohes  of  these  tiraea^  few,  I  trast^  can  be  fonmd  who  do  not  reject 
some  of  the  essential  parts  of  Edwards^  system.  This  great  fact  confirms 
what  I  said  in  the  b^gianiag  of  ray  discoarse.  "  Let  a  msn  reason  ever 
«o  ingenioasly  to  establish  tlmt  which  is  false,  though  he  may  so  devise  his 
premises  that  they  shall  lead  inevitably  to  his  oonclnsion,  yet  if  that  con- 
einsioB  be  nntnie,  it  wiH  not  stay  proved  by  all  his  logic."  There  is  that 
in  the  mtnitioos  of  the  haraan  mind  and  heart  which,  sooner  or  later,  will 
reject  what  is  false.  Falsehood,  error,  wrong,  evil  of  every  sort,  is  a  dis- 
torbnig  foroe  every  where,  both  in  the  bosom  of  the  Individ aal  and  the 
bosom  of  society.  It  sooner  or  later  causes  unrest,  disturbance,  commo- 
tion; aad  wiil  caise  them  uatU  itself  is  elifninated. 

The  intuitions  of  humanity  have  already  come  to  be  recognized,  even 
by  orthodox  writers  and  preachers,  as  being,  at  least,  assistant  judges  of 
what  is  trueand  right.  This  is  an  acknowledgment  that  God  has  not  left 
men,  and  will  not  leave  us,  to  believe  a  lie.  A  precious  acknowledgment! 
A.  most  auspicious  recognition  of  that  great  spiritual  fact,  that  *^  there  is 
a  light  which  lighteth  every  man  who  cometh  into  the  worid,  to  the  ex- 
tent that  he  is  willing  and  able  to  receive  the  light."  Tes,  there  are,  given 
OS  by  Qody  tests  of  troth.  When  we,  come  to  the  knowledge  of  it,  it  be- 
comes to  as  $elf-0vident  Thus  there  are  some  things  established  in  the 
moral  world,  and  against  them  the  powers  of  Hell  cannot  prevail*  One 
K»f- these  es^bllshed  truUis  is,  that  there  is  a  God^  an  alnii^ty,  all-wise, 
impartial,  meroifiil  Being,  and  not  erring,  passionate,  capricious  and  crneU 
He  has  vindicated  his  character  against  the  heaviest  accusations  that  were 
ever  impliedly  brought  against  it  by  sectarians  and  fanatics;  and  he  will 
vindicate  it  yet  further,  until  tiXi  men  shall  know  that  he  is  Love — ^a  bene- 
ficent Parent,  not  an  inexorable  tyrant  God  cannot  have  created  the 
human  race  to  curse,  but  to  bless  them.  ^^  He  hath  not  appointed  us 
to  wrath,"  says  the  Apostle  Paul,  "  but  to  obtain  salvation."  "  This  coi^ 
roptible  must  put  on  incorniption."  "  As  in  Adam  all  die,  so  in  Christ 
shall  ail  be  made  alive ;  ^^  and  ^  as  we  have  borne  the  image  of  the  earthy, 
80  shall  we  also  bear  the  image  of  the  heavenly."  The  common  sense  and 
good  feelings  of  men  will  struggle  until  they  have  thrown  wholly  off  that 
darh  pdU,  which  the  theologies,  the  false  religious  philosophies  of  men 
have  drawn  over  the  moral  universe ;  and  the  light  of  God's  countenance 
is  iCMi  diining  benignantly  on  all ;  kindly  even  .upon  the  evil  and  un- 
tfaankfol,  evidently  desiring  not  the  punishment,  the  suffering  of  the  most 
wicked,  but  rather  that  all  should  repent.,  turn  to  him,  and  live  rejoieing 
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in  his  love.  O  f  the  time  will  oomev  when,  ooDtrary  to  tlie  creeds  of  tie 
Churehes,  men  fihall  know  that  God  is  not  the  most  selfish  of  Beings, 
**  doing  all  things  for  his  own  glory,**  but  the  greateet  of  all  becaose  tiie 
best  of  all  Beings— yesy  the  greatest  of  all  (I  say  it  reYereatly)  beoanst 
the  servant  of  all  ""My  Father,^  said  Jesns,  ""worktth  hitherto;"*  and 
we  all  should  gratefully  own  that  he  still  works — works  oontinaally  m  the 
great  laboratory  of  nature  for  the  support  and  happiness  of  all  sestient  bdngi 
— works  unceasingly  in,  and  with  hn  moral  of&priogf  ihnt  they  may  be 
brought  ^  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  good  pleasure.** 

Another  great  tmth  has  become  self-evident,  and  is^  therefore,  estab- 
lished beyond  the  reach  of  contrDversy.  It  is  that  ^'  all  men  bare  ai 
inalienable  right  to  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness.**  Not 
kings,  princes,  and  other  magnates — ^the  elect  of  earth — not  these  akae 
have  this  inalienable  right,  but  all  men — chfldren  of  the  humblest  no  less 
tlian  of  the  most  exalted — the  of&pring  of  the  negro  as  much  as  of  the 
Anglo-Saxon.  This  great  truth  has  made  its  way,  and  will  make  its 
way  throughout  the  world,  notwithstanding  the  opponng  powers  of  State 
and  Church.  It  is  the  truth  which,  under  various  names,  tret  defied  the 
Papal  Hierarchy,  led  the  van  of  the  Protestant  Reformation;  and  now 
claims  for  every  one  spiritual  as  well  as  personal  independency  of  siU  h» 
fellows.  It  is  this  truth  which  has  already  limited  some  of  the  monar- 
chies of  Europe,  and  has  done  much  to  sap  the  foundations  of  every 
throne.  This  truth  reared  the  civil  and  reli^us  institutions  of  our  oonn- 
try  ;  and  this  same  truth  is  now  shaking  this  Republic  from  centre  to  oir 
cumference,  and  all  the  ecclesiastical  and  politicij  organizations ;  and  wU 
shake  them  to  pieces,  unless  it  can  shake  out  of  them  the  tremendoos 
falsehood,  which  has  giuned  such  a  hold  upon  us,  through  the  eloquence 
and  logic,  the  personal  and  oifficial  influence  of  such  men  as  Calboun,  and 
Clay,  and  Webster  in  the  State,  and  Drs.  Lord,  and  Fuller,  and  Adams  ia 
the  Church— the  tremendous  falsehood  that  one  class  of  the  people  of  the 
land  have  a  right  to  hold  another  class  as  their  property,  and  dispose  of 
them  as  domesticated  brutes.  The  high  authority,  the  overriiadowiDg  in* 
iiaeDce  of  even  sc(oh  men,  or  of  men  mightier  than  they,  cannot  make  the 
self-evident  truth  of  the  American  Declaration  to  be  treated  as  a  ^^mere 
rhetorical  flourish,**  though  some  of  them  had  the  impious  efiWmtery  so 
to  pronounce  it. 

O,  no  1  It  is  an  established,  an  eternal  truth.  It  will  live,  and  be  be- 
lieved, and  understood,  more  and  more;  and  will  go  on  nnxlifying,  and 
mollifying,  and  reconstructing  human  governments,  until  they  shall  be 
framed  in  accordance  with  it.  Then,  if  not  before,  will  be  corrected  many 
errors,  into  which  theologians  have  Men,  by  founding  their  theories  of 
the  Divine  Qovemment  upon  analogies  drawn  from  the  hitherto  very 
imperfect  governments  of  earth.  The  orthodox  system  of  faith  and 
scheme  of  salvation  was  devised,  you  know,  by  men  living  under  kiugiyf 
despotic  rule ;  used  to  seeing  human  beings  cruelly  treated,  yea,  set  utterly 
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«t  DEOglit  by  thdr  tynmnieal  masten,  as  if  the  righto  and  feelings  of 
hmnanity  were  of  no  aeooimt  Sooh  a  theolog^oal  system  as  that  pro- 
poandedin  the  Presbyterian  Oonfeesion  of  Faith,  the  Thirty-nine  Articles 
of  the  Episoopai  Ohnreb^  or  the  Westminster  Oatediism,  oonld  never  have 
been  tiMO^t  of  by  men  who  had  always  lived  under  a  fne^  hnmane 
repnbliean  gor^emment.  The  eentral  idea  of  orthodoxy  was  derived  from 
royalty^  despotism;  and,  as  they  pass  away,  Calvinism,  and  its  kindred, 
will  go  with  them. 

Once  more,  it  is  self-evident  thatoor  Heavenly  Father  will  himself  always 
show  respeet  to  the  inalieoAble  rights  of  man ;  rights  which  he  ooDferred 
upon  them,  yes,  guarantied  to  them  in  the  very  constitution  of  their  being. 
He  hath  eqjomed  it  apoQ  aH  men  to  respect  tiiose  rights,  and  he  surely 
will  not  vic4ate  them  himsdl 

One  of  the  rights  of  men  is,  to  have  their  eufSBrings  commiserated 
and  their  misery  relieved*  He  who  can  look  «pon  the  anguish  of  a  being 
so  susceptible  to  pain  of  body  and  of  mind  as  man  is;  he  who  can  look 
upon  his  anguish  expressed  in  the  contortions  of  his  fVarae,  can  hear  his 
ehrieks  of  physical  or  mental  agony;  or  behind  the  more  terrible  emotions 
of  despur  that  may  glare  from  his  silent  countenance ;  he,  I  say,  who  can 
be  the  witness  of  sodi  suffering,  and  feel  no  pity,  no  desire  to  give  relief, 
is  a  morel  monster,  let  him  make  what  profesdons  he  may  of  humanity  or 
^vinity.  The  sufferer  has  a  right  to  commiseration,  to  sympathy,  to 
r^ef.  It  matters  not,  thoagh  he  brought  his  misery  upon  himself  by  his 
folly  or  vices ;  still,  in  his  wretchediless,  he  has  an  inalienable  right  to 
cmnpassion-^a  right  to  such  efforts  of  his  fellow-beings  as  may  tend  to 
recfaiim  bkn ;  and  to  such  contributions  of  time,  influence  and  money  as  may 
mitigate,  as  much  as  may  be,  his  misery*  6iace  John  Howard,  and  M.  I^nel, 
and  Elizabeth  Fry,  and  Miss  Dix,  and  Cbaries  Spear,  and  L.  M.  Pease,  and 
O.  L.  Brace,  and  others,  have  shown  what  can  be  done  for  fhe  relief  of  the 
wretched,  who  feels  that  it  ought  not  to  have  been  done  f  who  hesitates  to 
say  that  more  yet  thoold  be  attempted?  that  the  strong  ought  to  bear  the 
infirmities  of  tiie  weak — that  the  rich  ought  to  contribute  to  the  relief  of 
the  poor— 4hat  the  wise  are  under  obligation  to  instruct  the  ignorant — the 
virtuous  to  reform  the  vicious  t  Who  hesitates  to  say  as  much  as  this  I 
Who  denies  that  the  unfortunate,  the  miserable,  the  sinflil,  have  a  right 
to  all  ihat  can  be  done  to  improve  their  condition,  without  perpetuating 
the  wrongs  that  underlie  their  sufferings  f  What  is  there  upon  the  pages 
of  history,  that  has  thrilled  with  horror  so  many  hearts  as  the  accounts 
given  of  the  tortures  inflicted  in  the  dungeons  of  the  Inquisition  upon  the 
vietlma  of  the  Roman  Catholic  hierarchy  ?  As  we  have  seen  them  (in 
deeeription)  str^ched  upon  the  rack — every  Umb  drawn  to  ito  utmost  ten- 
si<Hi— -agony  thrilling  through  every  fibre;  and  have  observed  the  inexora- 
ble sternness  of  the  reverend  tormentors,  tiiat  would  relax  Only  that  tlie 
wretches  might  live  to  suffer  more,  have  we  not  exoUumed,  in  our  abhor- 
i^Dee,  ^Letthe«rimeof  the  offender  have  been  what  it  may,  the  ^godly 
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fktbeni/  whcrooold  mflict  raoh  sofferiog;  and  be  ownoved  by  l^e  gigbt  of 
it,  most  hare  been  more  devilkh  than  he  1"  Let  the  orimes  ef  men  be  the 
greatest  that  can  be  imagined,  there  is  a  Umit  to  the  punishment  whieh 
justice  shoold  decree,  or  meroj  would  allow,  if  the  pnnishment  hate  ne 
intention  or  tendency  to  the  benefit  ef  tlie  prisoner^  then  is  il  croel; 
ftnd  those  who  inflict  it  themselves  become  eriminals,  torraeBtors,  rnnr* 
doners. 

And  yet,  what  were  the  tortures  of  the  Inqniwdony  compared  with 
those  which  orthodoi  theoliogians  and  preachers  te9  ns  God  wHI  iiflict 
upon  sinners  in  the  fntnre  state  ?  As  mnch  less  awhd  as  the  po^er  of 
Qod  is  greater  than  that  of  bulb  ;  and  as  eternity  is  longer  than  time. 

Not  long  ago  I  had  the  nnhappineas  te  hear  a  very  disUngvlsbed  or- 
thodox minister,  a  notorious  reviyalist,  and  now  President  o9  a  Tbedogicid 
Seminary,  attempt  to  preve  that  "  the  justice  of  God  will  reqaire  the  eT«r- 
lasting  punishment  of  the  wicked.''  His  eoarse  of  arganent  I  need  not 
detail  to  you.  His  eonelusion  was  too  shocking  to  be  established  by  any 
proof. 

''  The  wages  of  sin^'  said  he,  ""is  death,  eternal  death,  not  anD&ilstion,. 
Dot  an  extinction  of  consciousness,  fer  that  would  be  a  release  from  pun- 
ishment.    It  most  then  be  an  eternal  dying."     He  then  went  on  to  de- 
scribe, in  the  most  graphic  style,  a  scene  of  mortal  agony  such  as  some  of 
you  may  have  witnessed,  so  distressing  to  beholders^  as  well  a»the  dying 
one,  that  even  the  most  loving  relatives  were  relieved  when  it  was 
passedyand  the  lost  gasp  told  that  the  dreadful  agony  was  over.    "Hold 
that  picture,"  said  he,  ^  before  your  imaginations.     Then  know  that  the 
sinner  will  be  stretched  upon  such  a  bed,  forever  dying  but  never  dead. 
When  ages  of  anguish,  which  no  tongue  can  describe,  no  min4  can  ade- 
quately eonofive,  shall  have  rolled  away,  the  suierer  will  tift  up  ^^  ^^P" 
plicating  cry,  *0  Lo»d,  how  long,  how  long  must  I  endure  this  torment  f 
Then  shall  there  come  from  the  Infinite  One,  a  voice  saying,  *ibr- 
ecer/^    Myriads  of  years,  cycles  of  centuries  will  revolve^  whem  the  lost 
one  shall  again  shriek  out,  *  0  Lord,  how  longL  how  long  I  most  I  endure 
ill  this?'  and  there  will  come  from  the  Infinite  abovce  the  san^  answer  as 
before,  ^Ihreverll    Eternity,  whose  seconds  aremUlioin  of  centuries — 
eternity  will  rolf  on,  until  angels,  archangels,  and  all  bmt  the  Uncreated 
One  have  grown  gray  with  age ;  and  the  same  suppliant  ery  shall  ascend 
from  that  bed  of  etem^  tiying,  *  O  Lord  I  O  Lord  I  how  long,  how  long 
must  I  suffer  here!'    And  agaio  the  voice  of  Him  whoohaogeth  not  will 
answer  as  before,  *  Former  /  /  / ' " 

Horrible  I  hew  coald  a  thought  so  horrible,  so  impious,  eater  a  human 
mind?  Whence  did  it  come,  if  not  from  the  father  of  liesf  Think  of  a 
mortal  man  attributing  such  inexorable  cruelty  to  the  Heavenly  Parent! 
It  sounded  in  my  ears  like  demoniac  blasphemy.  Bather  than  conceive 
Buch  an  idea  of  my  God,  and  have  it  dwell  in  my  bosom,  I  shoald  much 
prefer  to  be  deprived  of  the  power  o£  thought  for  ever^  1^  I  had  risea  im 
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that  pulpit  and  proposed  to  prove,  that  the  God  and  Father  of  ns  all  is  the 
most  crael,  yindietive,  inexorable  of  tyranta,  the  andience  would  have 
fled  in  disgnst  at  the  annonnoement  of  the  otttrageons  proposition ;  and 
yet  there  we  sat,  a  thousand  of  ns,  and  listened,  without  any  outcry  of 
diame,  to  that  man's  vivid  desoription  of  his  incomparable  malignity,  of 
which  my  account  is  but  a  &int  resemblance.  Blessed  Father  of  our 
spirita,  we  know  that  the  picture  our  deluded  brother  gave  of  Thee  wa» 
utterly  false!  Our  hearts  and  souls  reject  it  I  The  gushing  compassion 
which  thou  sendest  through  our  bosoms,  at  the  sight  or  the  cry  of  misery, 
assure  us  that  thou  art  Love.  The  intuitions  of  our  own  nature,  and  the 
blessed  words  of  prophets  and  holy  men  of  all  ages  tell  us,  that  such  re- 
lentless wrath  will  never  be  found  in  Thee  I 

The  hearing  of  that  discourse  was  an  en  in  my  religious  life.  It 
aroused  me  to  look  with  closer  scrutiny  than  I  had  ever  done,  into  the 
theology  of  our  orthodox  Ohurches ;  and  to  see,  more  clearly  than  before, 
how  utterly  derogatory  to  God  and  man  it  is. 

The  arguments  adduced  by  that  preacher  were,  as  most  of  the  argu* 
ments  of  those  who  would  uphold  the  orthodox  doctrine  of  **  Divine  sov- 
ereignty^ are,  based  upon  supposed  analogies  in  human  governments, 
which,  it  may  be  seen  at  a  j^ance,  are  very  dififerent  from  the  Divine  gov- 
ernment, both  in  the  purpose  for  which  they  are  maintained,  and  the 
ddU  and  power  with  which  they  are  administered.  Indeed,  that  preacher 
distinctly  urged,  that  such  an  exhibition  as  he  had  given  of  the  torments 
of  the  damned,  was  as  necessary  in  order  to  deter  men.froih  setting  at 
naught  the  government  of  God,  as  the  gallows  was  necessary  to  deter 
men  from  committing  saoh  crimes  as  are  accounted  capital  ofifences  against 
human  governments.  His  illostration  was  a  particularly  unfortunate  one 
in  this  age  of  the  world,  when  almost  everywhere  in  Christendom  there  is 
a  growing  distrust  of  capital  punishment — ^a  very  prevalent  persuasion,  at 
•least,  that  the  exhibition  of  it  does  harm  rather  than  good,  having  been 
found  to  increase  offences  by  awakening  a  sympathy  with  the  sufferer 
more  than  with  the  outraged  law ;  arousing  a  detestation  of  the  govern- 
ment that  inflicts  cruel  punishments,  more  than  of  the  crimes  which  incur 
them ;  so  that  almost  everywhere  public  exeeutiom  are  discontinued ;  in 
many  parts  of  our  country  and  of  Europe  capital  punishment  is  abol- 
ished ;  and  one  of  the  prominent  reforms  of  the  day  b  the  amelioration  of 
the  whole  criminal  code.  If,  therefore,  there  be  any  force  in  the  analogy 
of  the  gallows,  it  would  go  to  show,  that,  even  if  the  Justice  of  God  does 
require  the  everlasting  punishment  of  the  non-elect  or  un  regenerate,  it 
were  better  not  to  give  any  descriptions  of  that  dreadful  infliction, 
nay,  not  let  the  terrible  fact  be  known,  lest  men  be  driven  to  abhor  rather 
than  revere  the  government  of  God,  and  be  made  more  obdurate  in  their 


As  in  the  case  of  Berkley,  Edwards,  and  Calvin,  if  you  grant  to  such 
a  ^Lilful  logician  as  the  preacher  to  whose  shocking  discourse  I  have  par- 
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ticalarly  allnded,  the  premises  he  laid  down,  you  may  find  it  difficult  to 
escape  tlie  conclosion  to  which  he  came.  But,  my  hearers,  if  heforehand 
yoQ  discover  no  uosoQodness  in  a  preacher's  or  writer^s  premisee,  when 
yon  find  tlie  conclusion  to  which  he  would  bring  you  to  be  so  awful  as 
tbb  of  which  I  have  been  speaking,  yon  are  justified  in  asserting  that  the 
premises  most  have  been  false,  because  the  conclusion  is  an  outrage  upon 
the  highest  of  all  truths,  namely,  t?i^  parental  goodnen  of  Almighty  Qod,  * 
No  array  of  passages  from  the  Bible,  no  course  of  argument,  however 
skilful  and  cogent,  can  prove  and  hold  men  to  the  beli^  that  God  is  an 
inexorable,  wanton  tyrant 

For  my  part,  I  know  not  how  a  man's  mind  and  heart  are  constitnted, 
who  can  coolly  set  abont  to  prove  that  there  is  such  malignity  in  the  bosom 
of  the  Being  who  created  us,  who  lias  ordered  all  events,  and  on  whom 
we  are  wholly  dependent  for  tlie  powers  we  possess,  and  our  opportunities 
for  their  development.  What  doctiine  would  lead  men,  so  surely  as  this, 
to  hate  God,  and  curse  him  for  the  gift  of  life  ?  Wliy,  if  I  could  believe 
the  representation  given  us  of  God's  utter  implacability  towards  the  non- 
dect  and  unregenerate,  to  be  true ;  if  I  could  believe  that  any  of  the  frail 
children  of  mortality  are  indeed  exposed  to  an  eternity  of  such  excmdating 
torment,  my  heart  would  break  or  else  become  harder  than  the  nether 
millstone.  And  would  not  yours,  my  hearers  ?  I  have  laid  in  the  grave' 
familiar  friends,  near  and  dear  relations,  (have  not  you?)  who  were  not 
perfect;  who  may  not  have  been  of  "  the  elect;"  who  had  not  met  with 
such  a  miraculous  regeneration  as  the  orthodox  theory  declares  to  be  the 
only  sign  and  condition  of  escape  from  everlasting  HelL  Now  if  I  oould 
believe  that  they  are  stretched  upon  that  bed  of  eternal  dying,  and  through 
the  endless  ages  of  eternity  are  to  cry  for  mercy,  and  yet  receive  no  miti- 
gation of  their  sufferings,  my  reason  would  forsake  its  tlirone,  or  my  heart 
would  melt  in  the  fervent  heat  of  its  angnish,  unless  indeed  I  should  be- 
come so  hardened  in  my  selfishness,  as  to  rejoice  in  my  own  escape  from  « 
Hell,  although  all  the  rest  of  men  were  damned.  But  I  am  so  consUtnted, 
that  it  seems  to  me,  I  should  prefer  to  be  damned  with  them,  than  to  be- 
come so  indifferent  to  their  fate.  Nay,  I  contend,  that  if  indeed  Uie 
reprobate  are  to  suffer  everlasting  and  profitless,  unmitigated  punishments 
then  the  regenerate  will  go  through  all  eternity  bewailing  their  horrid  Cate^ 
or  else  will  show  themselves  to  be  more  devilish  than  the  damned. 

O I  this  doctrine  of  everlasting,  unmitigated,  profitless  pnnishment  is 
too  horrible  to  be  believed.  If  the  Bible  teaches  it,  tlien  is  the  Bible  do 
longer  worthy  of  our  confidence.  If  Logic  be  the  art  by  whidi  it  may  be 
proved,  then  is  Logic  a  lying  trick.  Better  were  it  to  give  up  our  Sacred 
Scriptures,  and  renounce  the  dialectics  of  the  schoolmen,  than  to  renonnoa 
onr  common  sense,  and  give  up  our  confidence  in  the  wisdom  and  good- 
ness of  our  God. 

*  Let  DM  refer  mj  readers  to  the  admirable  letter  apon  thia  satjeot  by  the  oelehrated  JoIha 
Foster  or  Koglan^ 
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^Beware,  brethren,  lest  any  man  spoil  yon  throngh  philosophy  and. 
Tain  deceit,  after  the  traditions  of  men,  after  the  rodiments  of  the  world, 
and  not  after  Christ,"  who  said,  "  Why  even  of  yawruloM  judge  ye  not 
whatisrightr 

One  of  the  very  bad  effects  of  the  tremendous  errors  which  are  np* 
held  by  our  orthodox  Churches,  especially  set  forth  in  the  creed  of  the 
Presbyterian  denomination,  is  that  they  lead  men  to  regard  their  condnct, 
and  the  characters  they  form  in  this  present  life,  as  of  little  consequence ; 
certainly  of  far  less  consequence  than  a  certain  somethfng,  which  may  or 
may  not  be  done  for  Uiem  by  the  sovereign  power  of  Cod,  without  any 
respect  to  their  faith  or  good  works.  The'  worst  of  men  are  quite  as  likely, 
some  say  more  likely  than  the  most  moral,  to  be  made  the  subjects  of  Dt- 
Tine  grace  and  regeneration.  Indeed  the  doctrine  of  everlasting  punish' 
meat  is  so  horrible,  that  few,  if  any,  of  the  most  unscrupulous  advocates  of 
the  doctrine,  have  cruel  hardihood  enough  to  apply  it  to  the  case  of  an 
individual  on  his  death-bed,  however  wicked  his  life  may  have  been ;  few 
can  declare  to  surviving  friends  and  relatives,  that  the  departed  one  has 
gone  to  soflbr  eternal  torments,  which  will  never  be  abated  in  their  in- 
tensity, and  will  produce  no  beneficial  effects  upon  him.  However  calmly 
tbey  may  tell  ns  of  ^^  the  millions  of  the  damned,  who  will  make  Hell  re- 
sound fore? er  with  their  undying  groans,"  they  cannot  so  easily  give  over 
to  hopeless  perdition  a  single  individual  whom  they  have  ever  known. 
On  the  dying  bed,  any  sign  of  contrition  is  eagerly  caught  at,  as  an  evi- 
dence of  regeneration.  Hands  folded,  eyes  raised  in  prayer,  a  tear,  a  sigh 
«ven  has  been  enough  to  warraut  the  hope,  that  the  prodigal  son  has  made 
bis  peace  with  God ;  and  has  passed  from  the  left  to  the  right  hand  of  the 
inexorable  Judge.  So  a  man^s  conduct  in  U/e^  his  habitual  conversation, 
his  character,  is  to  go  for  nothing  at  the  last  judgment. 

See  the  effect  of  this  system  of  error,  which  the  Church  has  substituted 
fin*  Christianity,  since  the  first  century.  The  primitive  Christians,  those  in- 
structed by  Christ  and  his  Aposties,  were,  for  the  most  part,  a  holy  people ; 
remarkable  for  their  unselfishness,  tiieir  love  of  one  another ;  even  throw- 
ing their  properties  into  a  common  stock,  and  living  together  as  members 
of  one  family.  They  were  a  morally  courageous  people,  daring  to  hold 
and  to  avow  sentiments  different  from  those  tolerated  by  the  Church  and 
State ;  and  to  endure  any  losses  and  persecutions,  rather  than  deny  or 
compromise  what  they  believed  to  be  true  and  right. '  Moreover,  they 
ivere  peacemakers,  and  men  of  peace,  not  seeking  to  avenge  themselves, 
but  giving  place  unto  wrath,  and  seeking  to  overcome  the  evil-minded  by 
love. 

But  since  the  days  of  Augustine,  his  horrid  theology  has  been  in  the 
ascendant  in  the  Church ;  and  what  has  been,  what  is  now,  the  character 
of  those  who  are  called  Christians  ?  In  what  respect  are  they  wortliily 
distinjgnished  from  *^the  children  of  this  world?"  Are  they  not  noto- 
xiously  (with  a  few  excellent  exceptions  in  every  community)  as  greedy 
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after  riches  as  other  men ;  as  ambiUoos  for  place  and  power ;  as  mnoh 
given  to  the  vanities  of  the  world,  ay,  to  self-indolgenoe  and  sensoality  f 
And  as  to  the  pacific  spirit  of  Jesus,  how  little  is  it  encouraged  by  those 
who  profess  to  be  his  followeral  The  most  sanguinary  wars  that  hare 
ever  desolated  any  portions  of  the  earth  in  any  age,  have  been  waged  by 
Obristian  nations  against  Ohrbtian  nations.  The  men  who  have  dis- 
tinguished themselves  in  the  slaughter  of  fellow  beings  are  the  moot 
honored  throughout  Ohristendom ;  while,  in  private  lifo,  the  man  who 
manifests  that  spirit' which  "suffereth  injury  long,  and  stHl  is  kind,"  ia  too 
generally  regarded  and  despised  as  a  coward. 

Acceptance  with  God,  and  everlasting  salvation  bdng  dependent^ 
according  to  the  creeds  of  the  Churches,  not  upon  the  characters  and  con- 
duct of  men,  not  upon  their  fidth  and  good  works,  but  upon  the  unoondi- 
tional  grace  of  Gk>d,  the  highest  inducement  to  deny  all  ungodliness  and 
worldly  lusts  is  taken  away.  And,  although  those  who  "Judge  of  them- 
selves  what  is  right*^  know  better;  and,  if  they  study  the  Bible  for  them- 
selves, find  that  itei\joins  holiness  of  heart  and  life  as  indispensable  to  the 
favor  of  God ;  and  although  more  worthy  ideas  of  the  Heavenly  Father, 
and  of  the  nature  and  destiny  of  his  earthly  children  are  getting  dissemi- 
nated ;  are  raising  up  new  sects  in  Christendom,  who  have  more  fiuth  in 
the  doctrines  and  precepts  of  Christ  than  of  Augustine  or  Calvin;  and 
although  individuals  may  be  found  in  every  eoclesiastical  enclosure  who 
are  truly  pious  and  benevolent,  yet  is  it  only  too  obvious  that  the  Church 
has  very  often  hindered  the  progress  of  true  religion ;  has  not  favored  the 
higliest  sanctification  of  the  individual ;  nor  helped  much  to  redeem  the 
world  from  ignorance,  sin,  and  misery.  The  maintenance  of  its  own 
authority  and  prerogatives  has  always  been  paramount  in  its  regard  to  the 
glory  of  God,  and  the  good  of  mankind.  Dissent  fVom  its  creed,  and 
neglect  of  its  ritual,  have  always  been  accounted  by  it  gpraver  offences 
than  any  disobedience  to  the  commandments  of  God,  however  flagrant. 
The  highest  faith,  the  warmest  lovcf  the  purest  devotion  to  righteonsaess 
and  truth,  have  usually  been  found  ouUide  the  pale  of  the  Ohureh, 

No  one  here  will  deny,  that  the  Papal  hierarchy,  wherever  it  has 
maintained  its  ascendency,  has  sat  like  an  incubus  upon  society ;  depressing 
every  where  the  aspiration  after  a  more  expanded  intellectual  or  moral 
life  than  itself  has  attained.  "  The  Church  of  England  "  has  upheld  the 
government  of  Great  Britain  in  almost  all  its  atrocities— the  Bench  of 
Bishops  often  having  been  found  the  most  unscrupulous  portion  of  the 
House  of  Lords.  And  in  our  country,  the  Orthodox  Church — ^the  great 
Presbyterian,  Episcopal,  Methodist,  and  Baptist  organizations, — ^have  been 
shown  to  be  the  bultoarhi  of  American  «Zacery— that  system  of  iniquity, 
that "  sum  of  all  villanies,"  involving  the  violation  of  every  commandment 
ofGod. 

I  have  thus  warned  you,  my  hearers,  to  beware  of  the  philosophy,  the 
traditions,  the  theology  of  the  Church,  because  the  connection  is  so  obvious 
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and  natoTftl  between  the  fiJse  Tfews  they  giv^e  of  Qod  and  of  the  natnre 
and  deetiny  of  man,  and  the  prolonged  degrftdation  and  ornel  oppression 
of  some  daBses  of  oar  fellow-beings,  for  whose  relief  and  elevation,  as 
friends  of  progress,  we  are  bonnd  to  labor. 

If  Gk>d,  the  highest,  holiest  One,  be  indeed  so  supremely  selfish  as  the 
Creed  declares  He  is — "  doing  all  things  for  His  own  glory,"  and  that  glory 
consistent  with  the  unspeakable  misery  of  a  large  portion  of  those  beings 
to  whom  He  has  given  a  moral  nature,  and  all  the  circumstances  and 
events  of  whose  lives  He  hath  ordered ;  if  such  be  indeed  the  character  of 
onr  Creator,  the  giver  of  all  our  faculties,  and  the  fountain  of' all  the  wis- 
dom and  strength  we  have  to  use  those  faculties,  then  how  can  it  be  rea- 
sonably expected  that  the  worshippers  of  such  a  Cod  should  be  otherwise 
than  selfish ;  seeking  first  of  all  things  their  own  aggrandisement  and  gra- 
tification ;  doing  this  at  any  expense  of  loss  and  sufiering  to  other  beings, 
whose  good  may  not  be  consistent  with  ^^  their  glory." 

If  it  be  true  that  Gk>d  has  predestinated  some  to  honor  and  others  to 
dishonor ;  some  to  everlasting  life  and  salvation,  and  others  to  everlasting 
death  and  damnation ;  will  it  not  be  very  easy  to  assume,  and  can  w^ 
much  Uame  l^e  "  fitvored  few"  for  assuming,  that  the  same  arbitrary  dis- 
tinctions are  made  among  men  in  this  world  also? — ^tbat  some  were  sent 
here  on  purpose  to  be  miserable,  and  others  to  be  happy ;  some  to  be 
ignorant  and  others  to  be  wise ;  some  to  serve  and  others  to  rule ;  some 
to  be  slaves  and  others  to  be  masters  ?  How  are  we  to  repel  the  inference, 
that  in  perpetuating  these  cruel  distinctions  the  tyrants  of  earth  are  only  ' 
following  the  Divine  plan?  Once  more,  if  it  be  true  that  Gk>d  is  so  wan- 
tonly cruel  as  to  consign  the  larger  part  of  the  family  of  man  to  intermin- 
able and  indescribable  misery,  for  no  fault  of  their  own,  but  only  because 
of  their  descent  firom  Adam ;  can  we  wonder  much  that  slaveholders  think 
themselves  justified  in  reducing  the  posterity  of  Ham  to  the  abject  condi- 
tion of  domesticated  brutes  ?  Surely  the  worshippers  may  not  be  expected 
to  be  more  wise,  more  just,  more  merciful  than  tfa^ir  Cod. 

O  then,  how  fervently  may  we  rejoice  to  know,  and  how  diligently 
flihonld  we  spread  abroad  the  truth  Uiroughout  the  land,  that  Cod,  the 
Heavenly  Father,  is  not  such  a  partial,  capricious,  cruel  tyrant,  as  the  the- 
ology of  the  Orthodox  Churches  represents  him  to  be.  Indeed  this  is  the 
first  thing  that  the  friends  of  progress  must  needs  do.  Nothing  has  hin- 
dered, nothing  does  now  hinder,  nothing  will  ever  hinder,  the  improve- 
ment of  men  so  much  as  false  notions  of  the  character  of  the  Deity.  If 
their  ideal  of  perfection  be  low,  sensual,  devilish,  their  aspirations  cannot 
be  high  and  purifying. 

Let  us  then,  Progressive  Friends,  and  Friends  of  Progress,  send  forth 
to  all  who  will  hear  us,  the  declaration  of  these  glorious,  revealed  and  self- 
evident  truths;  that  the  Cod  of  the  whole  earth  is  the  impartial  parent  of 
aU  mankind,  more  wise  than  any  human  father,  more  tender  than  any 
homan  mother.    He  is  no  respecter  of  persons,  doth  not  regard  the  ridi 
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Biore  than  the  poor ;  the  proad  more  than  iht  lowly ;  the  learned  more 
than  the  unlettered.  All,  fVom  the  prince  to  the  peasant^  from  the  tjrant 
to  the  slave,  are  amenable  to  his  holy  laws,  so  far  as  they  know  them. 
All  men  are  bound  to  love  God  with  all  their  hearts,  and  thdr  neighbors 
as  themselves.  All  are  required  to  do  unto  others  as  they  would  that 
others  should  do  unto  them.  The  Most  High  wUl  hold  all  moral  beings 
accountable  for  their  conduct  The  principle  of  retributive  justice  is  the 
foundation  of  his  government.  Whatsoever  a  man  soweth,  that  shall  be 
also  reap.  By  this  shall  be  measured  the  awards  of  his  fdture  judgment. 
It  is  a  most  salutary,  most  merciful  law ;  from  the  application  of  it  to  him- 
self no  wise  person  would  wish  to  be  excused.  By  the  operation  of  the 
principle  of  just  retribution,  men  have  been  led  to  discover  all  that  they 
know  of  right  and  wrong,  good  and  evil.  By  the  operations  of  this  prln- 
oiple  have  been  effected  all  the  improvements  that  have  been  made  in  the 
character  and  condition  of  our  race.  It  will  continue  to  operate  in  this 
world,  and  in  the  world  to  come,  until  all  rational  and  moral  beings  shall 
be  brought,  willingly  or  through  much  suffering,  to  obey  God  in  all  things ; 
until  all  anger,  and  malice,  and  selfishness  are  subdued,  and  love  reigns 
triumphant  in  every  bosom.  Good  will  triumph  over  evil,  truth  over 
error,  love  over  hate.  '^  This  corruptible  must  put  on  incorruption.^*  ^  Ajb 
in  Adam  all  die.  so  in  Christ  shall  cUl  be  made  alive.*'  "  As  we  have 
borne  the  image  of  the  earthy,  we  shall  also  bear  the  image  of  the 
heavenly."  Man  was  made  for  improvement,  and  the  creeds  of  Uie 
Churches  and  the  gates  of  Hell  shall  not  prevail  against  it.  Everlasting 
progress,  everlasting  approximation  to  the  perfect,  this  is  the  high  duty, 
this  the  glorious  destiny  of  man.  The  prayer  of  Jesus  will  be  answered ; 
the  foreseeing  wish  of  his  soul  w^l  be  gratified ;  the  great  purpose  of  Iiia 
life  and  death  will  be  accomplished.  Man  will  he  reeonciled  to  Qod;  and 
all  will  t>e  one  with  Him,  even  as  Christ  is  one.  If  the  discipline  of  this 
life  doth  not  accomplish  this  Divine  purpose,  then  will  the  sufferings  of  the 
life  to  come  do  it ;  foi>  as  the  Apostle  Paul  declared,  ^^  Crod  hath  not 
created  os  for  wrath,-  but  to  obtain  salvation.'' 
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FROM  THE  OmO  TEABLT  lOEBTING. 

The  Ohio  Yearly  Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends  held  its  last  annnal 
gathering  in  September,  1855,  in  Salem,  Ohio.  A  goodly  number  of  earnest 
spirits  met  together  on  that  oocasion,  to  oonnsel  and  strengthen  eaoh  other 
in  their  efforts  for  man's  elevation. 

Viewing  from  different  stand-points  the  various  opinions  and  institu- 
tions of  society,  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  all  those  who  were  desirous 
for  the  acquisition  of  that  truth  by  which  alone  man  can  be  freed,  should 
intuitively  recognize  it  in  its  various  manifestations,  and  instinctively 
desire  the  adoption  of  the  same  means  for  the  accomplishment  of  a  com- 
mon end.  Hence  the  introduction  of  the  various  subjects,  which  were 
discussed  during  its  sitting,  elicited  no  inconsiderable  debate,  which  was 
conducted  in  the  main  in  a  kind  and  courteous  spirit  and  manner.  To 
those  who  have  been  long  fettered  by  the  rules  of  contracted  organizations, 
who  have  been  taught  to  speak  and  think  only  as  their  leaders  bid,  the 
extent  of  the  recognition  of  the  right  of  free  speech  at  such  meetings  is  at 
OBce  novel  and  startling.  And  if  at  times  it  approaches  very  near  the  line 
which  divides  liberty  fram  license,  or  even  passes  beyond  it,  yet  there  is 
no  cause  for  alarm,  for  if  any  evil  should  result,  it  will  speedily  correct 
itself  and  is  far  more  endurable  than  fettered  intellects  and  padlocked 
lips. 

It  has  been  said  of  some  western  paper  towns  and  cities,  that  they 
were  extensively  laid  out,  but  sparsely  settled.  This  comparison  may  have 
snffgested  itself  to  some  who  attended  the  sessions  of  thb  Meeting;  for 
altliough  its  members  proposed  to  consider  the  then  present  aspects  of  the 
anti-slavery  question,  the  gross  inconsiatenoy  of  the  opponents  of  the  life- 
taking  principle  sustaining  a  government  based  upon  it,  the  necessity  of 
better  understanding  their  political  and  religious  relations,  the  abolition  of 
capital  punishment,  the  overtlirow  of  intemperance,  the  acknowledgment 
of  the  equality  of  the  sexes,  modem  spiritualism,  writing  and  spelling  re- 
form, the  use  of  tobacco,  and  land  monopoly,  yet  they  found  three  days 
all  too  short  for  the  examination  of  so  many  topics ;  and  it  is  to  be  feared 
that  their  partial  investigation  of  so  many  wrongs  or  evils  proved  less 
effective  than  would  have  been  their  fuller  discusdon  of  a  more  limited 
nomber.  All  of  the  subjects  mentioned  were  discussed — a  few  of  them  at 
considerable  length.  Much  sympathv  was  expressed  for  your  fellow- 
citizen,  Pasemore  Williamson,  and  a  letter  on  behalf  of  the  Meeting  was 
addressed  and  forwarded  to  his  oppressor— Judge  Kane — ^in  condemnation 
of  the  atrocious  conduct  of  that  official. 

Letters  were  received  from  various  sources — among  which  was  one 
from  your  Meeting-— all  of  which  were  greatly  acceptable,  and  listened  to 
with  attention. 

*  Wut  of  nwoe  oompela  ni,  much  to  our  recret  to  Abridge  some  of  the  commiinloetloiif  ad- 
dxeiMdtotbeiCetlng.^ 
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Among  the  strangers  in  attendance,  and  who  greatlr  contributed  to  the 
interest  of  the  meeting,  were  "Ernestine  L.  Rose  of  New  York  Oify,  W. 
H.  Hoisington  of  central  Kew  York,  S.  S.  Foster  of  Mass.,  and  S.  N.  Wood 
of  Kansas. 

A  proposition  was  made  to  change  the  name  of  the  association  from 
"Progressive  Friends,"  to  "  Friends  of  Unman  Progress."  The  former,  it 
was  urged,  had  a  sectarian  sound,  and  instances  were  cited  in  which  the 
name  had  kept  away  earnest  inqnirers  after  truth,  they  knowing  nothing 
of  its  comprehensive  platform  and  catholic  spirit,  judging  it  from  its  name 
to  be  simply  a  Quaker  organization  in  advance  of  those  of  the  old  school 
After  considerable  discussion  it  was  concluded  to  adopt  the  name  ai 
"  Friends  of  Human  Progress,"  as  being  more  indicative  of  the  char- 
acter of  its  members  and  the  scope  of  its  organixation,  which  gladly 
welcomes  to  its  counsels  all  who  have  at  heart  the  progress  of  man,  and 
would  labor  for  the  elevation  of  the  human  race.  As  "  Friends  of  Human 
Progress,"  tbev  will  as  heretofore  unite  with  yon  in  urging  upon  society 
the  duty  of  a  thorough  investigation  of  all  pertiuning  to  man^s  happineas, 
cherishing  an  earnest  desire  for  the  speedy  arrival  of  that  day  when  it  will 
not  only  be  seen,  but  fVeely  acknowledged,  that  neither  the  hoariness  c^ 
antiquity^  the  sanction  of  honored  names,  nor  the  customs  of  the  world, 
can  ever  justify  that  which  is  wrong,  or  debase  that  which  is  right 

On  behalf  of  the  Corresponding  Oommittee  of  the  Ohio  Teariy  Meeting 
of  Friends  of  Human  Progress. 

I  Jamss  Baknabt, 
B£NJ.  8.  Jones. 

FBOM  THK  WATERLOO  TXARLT  MEBTIKO. 

DsAs  FBisin>s: — *  *  *  Wb  believe  that  individual  sovereignty  and 
true  manhood  are  the  only  sure  basis  of  organixation,  and  that,  to  have  a 
living  Association  of  Christian  men  and  women,  the  individuals  composing 
it  must  feel  a  deep  sense  of  personal  responsibility.  While  we  thus  believe, 
we  nevertheless  appreciate  the  manifest  advantages  arising  ftom  associated 
effort  and  from  the  expression  of  kindred  sympathies  and  desires.  We 
were  therefore  gradflea  by  your  words  of  good  cheer.  They  gave  us  re- 
newed &ith  in  the  ultimate  triumph  of  truth,  and  in  the  realization  of  our 
high  hopes  of  the  ^^good  time  coming,"  when  the  religion  of  manhood  and 
the  promptinffs  of  truth  and  righteousness  shall  regulate  the  actions  of 
men  in  their  mtercourse  with  each  other. 

We  can  hardly  allow  the  opportunity  to  pass,  without  reiterating  our 
deep  and  abiding  interest  in  the  progressive  developments  of  our  age,  the 
mighty  and  radical  reforms  to  which  we  look  for  the  elevation  of  our  raoe. 
We  have  learned  to  believe  that  religion  is  not  a  mere  abstract  creed — a 
routine  of  forms  and  rites — ^nor  yet  a  mystery  which  we  may  vainly  strive 
to  grasp,  and  the  results  of  which  are  onl^  discoverable  in  the  excitement 
of  uie  feelings  and  passions ;  but  that,  in  its  truest  and  best  sense.  It  is  a 
comprehensive  system  of  good,  embracing  in  Itself  every  thing  that  is  tme 
and  pure  and  ennobling.  It  is  not  a  mere  speculation,  to  be  demonstrated 
by  tne  abstruse  reasonings  of  profound  metaphysicians; — ^it  is  a  livinff 
reality,  to  be  exemplified  in  a  life  consecrated  to  goodness,  purity,  and 
truth. 

Words  of  exhortation  dre  good  in  their  place,  but  the  highest  exhorta- 
tion is  found  in  a  noble  action.  It  is  well  to  spbak  truly— -it  is  better  to 
LIVE  truly.  Jesus  measured  men  bv  the  standard  of  their  actions,  not 
their  creeds.  He  exhorted  them  to  do  unto  others  what  they  would  that 
others  should  do  nnto  them.    He  inculcated  the  beantifhl  lesaona  of  lovei 
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forbearaDce  and  sytnpathy.  Bnt  nowhere  did  he  exhort  to  the  adoption 
of  any  creed  or  any  prescribed  system  of  worship.  He  tanght  that  all  are 
brethren,  and  that  we  shonld  all  love  one  another.  He  Judged  men  by 
their  frnits,  not  by  their  professions.  He  looked  at  the  motives  of  the 
heart,  not  at  the  words  of  the  mouth.  And  thus,  if  we  would  appear  be- 
fore ihe  world  as  the  representatives  of  a  new  and  higher  idea  of  religion, 
wo  roust  demonstrate  it  in  our  lives. 

In  this  view  of  the  high  obligations  of  religion,  we  see  the  duty  which 
rests  on  us  of  identifying  ourselves  with  the  reforms  of  our  age,  and  of 
uttering  our  protest  against  the  wrong  and  outrage,  and  violence  with 
which  barbarous  ignorance,  blighting  superstition,  and  priestly  dictation, 
have  cursed  the  earth.  We  would  enter  our  solemn  protest  against  all 
that  degrades  humanity,  and  would  vitalize  that  protest  by  making  our 
action  consistent  therewith. 

In  looking  upon  the  many  wrongs  which  afBict  the  world,  we  are  led 
to  believe  that  one  prominent  cause,  which  has  operated  in  preventing  the 
more  rapid  progress  and  development  of  tlie  race,  is  found  in  the  fact  that 
men  and  women  have  not  been  taught  the  great  lesson  of  individual 
sovereignty  and  responsibility.  Empty  forms  and  dogmas  have  been  sub- 
stitntea  by  ecclesiastical  authority  for  the  vital  piety  which  shows  itself 
in  deeds  of  love  and  mercy.  Men  have  been  tanght  that  they  must 
prostitute  their  reason  and  yield  implicit  obedience  to  the  ipsb  dixit  of 
men  whose  only  evidence  of  Divine  authority  is  the  impious  effrontery 
with  which  they  claim  it.  We  would  unite  with  you  and  all  others,  in 
nntiring  efforts  to  teach  man  the  high  destiny  which  awaits  him,  and  the 
imperative  obligation  that  rests  upon  him  to  think  and  act  independently. 
.  Our  Meeting  has  been  attended  by  a  large  number  of  persons,  from  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  countrv,  and  we  feel  encouraged  in  the  good  work 
before  us.  We  have  faith  that  the  race  is  progressing,  and  that  the  truth 
will  triumph.  The  elements  of  mind  are  too  much  tossed  to  be  anieted 
without  radical  changes.  We  believe  that  the  great  upheaving  will  result 
in  the  increase  of  human  happiness,  domestic,  civiL  everlastiuff. 

Signed  by  direction  of  the  Annmal  Meeting  of  Friends  of  Human  Pro- 
gress, held  at  Waterloo,  N.  Y.,  Sixth  month,  1866. 

Thomas  M*OLiirrooK,  )  pi^-va 
Rhoda  Db  Gabmo,     S 

rKOM  THE  FRIENDS  OF  PBOGBE88  IS  KOBTH  COLLINS,  N.  T. 

The  undersigned,  being  a  Committee  appointed  by  the  Friends  of  Hu- 
XDAn  Progress  in  this  place,  to  communicate  with  you,  are  happy  to  inform 
vou,  that  vour  example,  together  with  that  of  the  Friends  at  Waterloo,  has 
been  fruitful  in  awakening  the  friends  of  truth  and  liberty  in  this  quarter, 
to  issue  a  call  for  a  similar  meeting,  which  was  held  in  North  Collins, 
Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  26th,  27th,  and  28th  days  of  August  last. 

The  call  was  responded  to  by  numbers  greater  than  was  anticipated, 
and  the  interest  through  the  entire  meeting  exceeded  the  expectations  of 
the  most  sanguine.  Surely  the  world  is  at  length  rousing  from  the  slum- 
ber of  ages,  and  thousands,  feeling  their  noblest  emotions,  warmest  affeo- 
tions,  and  highest  intuitions  stifled  bv  the  orushing  influence  of  popular 
traditionaiy  theology^  readily  respond  to  any  call  which  seems  to  proffer 
anything  better.  Truly  the  fields  are  already  white  for  the  harvest,  but 
the  laborers  are  few.  The  number  of  truth-loving  and  liberty-loving  men 
and  women  in  this  region  is  somewhat  numerous,  though  as  yet  litUe  or 
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nothing  has  been  done  towaids  organiziDg  their  efforts.  Bat  the  necessity 
of  some  kind  of  combination  for  the  pQr|>ose  of  mntoal  aid,  as  well  as  for 
extending  their  labors  and  influence,  is  beginning  to  be  felt  and  talked  of. 

Blocks,  as  we  are,  from  the  varioos  ororobling  social  edifices  around 
as,  we  need  more  or  less  hewing  and  dressing  before  we  are  readily  fitted 
into  a  new  harmonious  structure.  Many  of  us  have  been  rendered  so  sen* 
sitive  by  the  galling  party  fetters  and  sectarian  trammels,  from  which  we 
have  escaped^  that  wi»  can  scarcely  endure  to  hear  so  much  as  organiza- 
tion named.  We  shrink  back  with  horror  from  the  mere  shadow  of  our 
former  bondage.  But  extremes  are  ever  productive  of  opposite  extremes. 
If  man's  nature  demands  association,  as  we  think  it  does,  in  order  to  promote 
its  highest  welfare,  it  seems  to  us  that  some  kind  of  combination  might  be 
entered  into  which  would  at  once  concentrate  our  energies  while  it  ren- 
dered us  more  individually  free,  and  more  efficient  to  aid  each  other  and 
the  world.  But  nature  cannot  be  hurried.  That  which  will  endure  must 
have  time  to  grow. 

We  were  not  a  little  cheered  by  your  representation,  together  with  that 
of  Waterloo,  tlirough  those  esteemed  friends,  Thomas  M'Olintock,  Reuben 
Webb,  and  William  Barnard.  Subjects  touching  the  various  leading  re- 
forms of  the  day  were  as  amply  discussed  as  our  limited  time  woukl  permit. 

The  severity  of  the  winter,  and  the  unparalleled  obstructions  of  the 
roads  prevented  our  meeting  regularly  the  past  winter,  but  since  the  open- 
ing of  spriag,  interest  seems  to  promise  regularity  and  genei-al  attendance* 

Hoping  that  we  may  be  favored  with  a  full  representation  from  yon  at 
ODr  next  Annual  Meeting,  we  subscribe  ourselves,  your  friends  and  tellow- 
helpers  in  the  cause  of  truth,  liberty,  and  humanity. 

L.  II.  PiTOHKB, 
NaRCY   PlTOHEB, 

Georob  W.  Tayix)r,      }-  Committee, 


i 


Wm.  H.    HOISINOTON,       j 

Racbbl  UoismGTON,    J 
Collins,  May  5, 1866. 


FBOM  L.  MABIA   CHILD. 

Wayland,  Mass.,  April  14,  1856. 

I  TnANK  you  for  the  cheering  words  contained  in  your  kind  letter  ;  also 
for  the  Report  of  the  Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends  which  accompanied 
it.  I  bless  God  for  every  honest  and  kindly  effort  to  melt  or  undermine 
the  walls  of  sectarism.  If  nature  had  bestowed  upon  me  an  organiza- 
tion like  a  battering-ram,  I  should  even  be  thankful  to  have  them  battered 
down  with  sledge-hammer  force.  But,  in  the  first  place,  the  battering- 
ram  and  the  sledge-hammer  do  not  predominate  in  my  temperament;  and, 
in  the  second  place,  the  world  has  obviously  enough  been  trying  such  forces, 
for  ages,  with  no  good  result. 

That  sectariauism  is  the  very  worst  enemy  of  human  progress,  I  think 
no  serious  and  reflecting  mind  can  be  disposed  to  deny.  What  division  of 
interests,  what  wrangling  about  school-books  and  church  funds,  it  intro- 
duces into  towns  I  llow  much  money  is  expended  to  support  it,  whidi 
might  be  profitably  employed  in  enlarging  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants) 
by  teaching  them  improved  modes  of  agriculture,  useful  sciences,  and  a 
broad,  comprehensive  system  of  universal  morality,  based  on  reverence  for 
Gk>d  and  love  for  man  I  How  4his  theological  fiend  separates  neighbors 
and  relatives,  chills  friendships,  interrupts  love,  and  disturbs  married  life  I 
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I  actually  knew  two  woraen  living  near  each  other,  in  a  lonely  country 
town,  who  would  n^t  apeak  to  each  other  for  months  because  one  main- 
tained Uiat  the  body  of  Jesus  was  incorruptible,  and  the  other  declared 
she  did  n't  believe  it.  Supposing  Jesus  himself  had  preached  to  fishermen 
and  farmers,  on  the  hill-side  in  their  neighborhood,  as  he  was  wont  to 
preach  in  Gralilee,  two  thousand  years  ago,  how  much  itnportance  would 
ne  have  attached  to  such  controversies  about  dry  bones  ?  Would  he  em- 
ploy himself  with  doctrinal  points  ?  Or  would  he  say  to  them,  "  By  thit 
ahall  all  men  know  that  ye  are  my  disciples,  if  ye  hve  one  another*^  f 

In  another  town,  I  was  acquainted  with  two  worthy  women,  who  in- 
terchanged many  kind  offices  in  times  of  sickness,  or  affliction.  Both  were 
Binoerely  devout,  but  one  had  been  educated  a  Catholic^  and  the  other  a 
Calvinist;  therefore^  each  believed  that  the  other  mtw^be  damned.  This 
conviction  troubled  them,  however,  because  their  own  hearts  were  more 
compassionate  than  the  Deity  in  whom  ttiey  had  been  taught  to  believe. 
Each  spoke  to  me  of  the  other  in  words  to  this  effect :  ^^  She  is  such  a  kind, 
good  woman  !  What  a  pity  it  is  that  she  c4innot  be  saved  I  I  pray  often 
and  earnestly  that  she  may  be  converted  from  the  error  of  her  ways,  and 
thus  be  prepared  to  enter  the  kingdom."  I  mer^y  replied;  "  Your  fervent 
wxhea  fi»r  each  other^s  salvation  is  doubtless  an  offering  more  acceptable 
to  GKkI  than  faith  in  any  doctrinal  point^i."  But,  in  my  own  mind,  I  imag- 
ined them  both  entering  the  spiritual  world  together,  each  pleading  for 
the  other  with  the  angels.  The  Oolvinist  saying,  *^  She  was  kind  and 
goo<1  while  she  was  on  the  earth.  She  helped  the  poor,  comforted  the  sick, 
soothed  the  afflicted,  and  prayed  often.  She  was  educated  among  Catho- 
lics, who  taught  her  to  prav  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  which  was  a  great  sin. 
Bat  she  worshipped  as  well  as  she  knew  how,  and  it  grieves  my  heart  that 
she  should  be  punished  for  it  through  all  eternity."  The  Catholic,  in  her 
turn,  pleading:  "This  woman  worshipped  God  devoutly,  but  she  had  the 
misfortune  to  be  brought  up  among  heretics.  She  never  praj-ed  to  the 
blessed  Virgin,  and  she  ate  meat  on  Friday.  These  were  grievous  sins ; 
but  she  was  always  good  to  the  poor  and  the  suffering.  Would  that 
my  prayers  could  avail  to  redeem  her  from  purgatory !  "  I  seemed  to 
see  the  angels  turn  aside  to  conceal  a  smile;  and  to  hear  them  answer, 
with  gentle  seriousness :  "Be  not  troubled,  sisters;  the  prayers  of  both 
were  heard  in  heaven ;  because  they  were  upborne  on  tlie  wings  of  sin- 
cerity and  mutual  love.  All  such  prayers  are  availing.  God  does  not 
judge  according  to  the  ideas  of  men." 

The  older  I  grow  the  more  do  I  incline  to  believe  in  the  wisdom  of 
Eclecticism.  If  ever  the  science  of  medicine  rests  on  a  permanent  basis,  I 
think  it  will  be  brought  about  by  accepting  and  combining  contributiona 
from  allopathy,  homceopathy,  and  hydropathy.  A  Universal  Cliuroh, 
which  prescribe  no  creed  whatsoever,  and  reverently  accepts  what  is 
good  and  true  from  all  religions,  appears  to  me  to  be  extremely  desirable. 
Such  a  light,  I  think,  begins  to  be  visible  above  the  horizon.  The  Ara- 
bian Emir,  Abd-El-Kader,  now  in  Paris,  has  written  a  book  to  prove 
that  the  Jewish,  Christian,  and  Mohammedan  religions  are  built  on 
the  same  foundation,  and  are  separated  merelv  by  points  of  detail.  He 
complains  that  European  scholars  do  not  habitually  manifest  soc  mncti 
reverence  towards  the  Author  of  all  things  as  they  ought;  and  says:  "If 
Mossnhnans  and  Christians  would  believe  me,  they  might  agree  together, 
and  treat  eacU  other  as  brethren."  It  certainly  is  a  step  in  the  world's 
progress  to  have  a  Mohammedan  missionary  exhorting  Christians  to  greater 
reverence  toward  God,  and  charity  toward  their  fellow-men.  It  is  plea- 
sant to  observe,  in  various  parts  of  Christendom,  at  the  present  time,  simi- 
lar indications  of  liberality  toward  Mohammedans. 
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The  innnraerable  sects  born  of  the  Protestant  Reformation,  all  assum- 
ing the  Bible  as  a  bask  and  all  so  very  sure  that  their  own  interpretation 
of  its  pat^  is  the  true  one,  have  been  working  for  a  wider  result  than  thej 
were  awnre  of.  Their  narrowness  and  bigotry  have  forced  many  to  in- 
anire  whether  abstmse  doctrines  can  really  be  of  mncb  consequence  in  the . 
rorraation  of  human  character,  since  about  the  same  proportion  of  good  men 
and  bad  men  may  be  found  among  those  who  believe  them,  and  those  who 
reject  them.  They  have  been  driven  still  further.  They  have  said.  If  doc* 
tnnes  are  essential  to  salvation,  by  what  process  shall  we  arrive  at  ceriainr 
ty  concerning  them  ?  since  the  answers  which  Written  Revelation  gives  to 
inquiring.  84 )ul3  are  so  various,  and  often  so  contradictory.  Is  the  Gsitholid 
Church  right  in  asserting  that  ^'  there  can  be  no  infallible  book  without  an 
infallible  interpreter  "  7  In  this  dilemma  some  fly  off  into  ultra  soepticism, 
while  others  fall  back  passively  into  the  arms  of  the  Catholic  Church  ;  but 
between  these  two  extremes  are  a  multitude  whose  souls  are  casting  off 
theological  trammels,  without  ceasing  to  be  religious.  The  progress  of  hu- 
man freedom  has  compelled  bigotry  to  be  more  civilized  than  it  was  in  the 
days  of  racks  and  thumb-screws ;  but  its  charity  is  very  supercilious,  be- 
traying a  proud  consciousness  of  superiority  by  its  air  of  eondesoension.  It 
took  centuries  of  struggle  and  bloodshed  to  establish  among  Christians  the 
idea  of  mutual  toleration  ;  but  the  phrase  which  represents  that  liard- 
fbught  idea  has  now  become  offensive  to  free  souls.  The  first  expressed 
dislike  to  the  word  toUration  I  found  in  Dvmond's  Essays ;  a  book  which 
is  in  truth  a  diamond,  reflecting  purest  light.  He  asks  indignantly  what 
right  a  man  has  to  tolerate  his  faith  any  more  than  he  has  to  toUraU  the 
color  of  his  eyes  or  his  hair. 

The  process  of  freeing  the  world  from  theological  thraldom  may,  I  think, 
be  expressed  in  one  very  brief  and  simple  maxim :  Let  everj'  individual 
fearlessly  expren  his  own  convictioas,  while  he  rtepeets  the  convictions  of 
every  other  man.  People  in  general  fail  in  one  or  the  other  of  tliese  du- 
ties. If  they  are  in  a  minority^  they  are  afraid  to  gjve  ft^nk  utterance  to 
their  own  doubts  or  conclusions.  If  they  are  in  a  majority^  they  deapmiii» 
convictions  of  others^  or  assume  it  as  a  great  merit  that  they  condesoendto 
tolerate  them. 

I  have  read  your  ExpoemoN  of  8bntibcent8  with  heartfelt  pleasure.  I 
have  seldom,  if  ever,  seen  a  document  that  breathed  throngliout  such  a 
spirit  of  rational  freedom  and  Christian  love.  Its  tone  excites  hope  that 
the  Progressive  Friends  will  be  bold  in  the  exercise  of  individnal  freedom, 
while  they  treat  with  tenderness  and  respect  the  sincere  faith,  or  the  honest 
scepticism  of  others.  I  trust  their  platform  will  not  be  limited  to  the  ao- 
oommo<lation  of  Christian  sects  merely,  but  that  it  will  be  broad  enoo^ 
to  admit  Brahmins,  Buddhists,  Jews,  and  Mohammedans,  as  brethren — as 
scattered  members  of  the  same  great  family;  children  of  the  All-Father, 
who,  under  various  climes  and  circumstances,  has  caused  light  from  the 
Spiritual  Sun  to  shine  upon  their  soils,  and  refreshed  their  Uiirsty  hearts 
with  dews  of  Divine  Love. 

May  the  blessing  of  God  rest  upon  yonr  efforts  to  produce  this  sublime 
result  I  It  will  rest  upon  them ;  for  it  is  one  of  His  immutable  laws  that 
no  word  of  truth,  spoken  in  love,  is  ever  loit.  Above  all  the  clamor  of 
bigotry,  and  the  monotonous  drawling  of  routine,  it  goes  sounding  on  for- 
ever. 

Yours  for  Truth  and  Freedom,  wheresoever  they  may  lead  I 

L.  Mabia  Child. 
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FBOM  0BJLRLB8  K.  WHIPPLE. 

BosTOsr,  May  0th,  1856. 

I  THATW  you  for  the  invitations  I  have  received  on  this,  as  on  former 
years,  to  attend  your  Annual  Meeting.  Want  of  time  and  means  is  the  sole 
ca(]i*e  which  n^w,  as  heretofore,  prevents  tiiv  joining  yonr  assembly.  Ton 
may  judge  that  it  is  not  want  of  interest,  when  I  uJl  yoa  that  1  recognize 
in  yoa  what  I  have  never  before  known  to  exist,  and  what  1  have  for  many 
years  past  longed  to  see,  a  body  of  men  ancT  women  united  in  the  promo- 
tion of  practi^  Christianity,  tlil61Iing  the  trae  functions  of  a  Ohristian 
Churob,  yet  free  from  the  limitations  and  vices  of  a  sect;  founded  on  the 
truth  which  Jesus  uttefed,  "  The  kingdom  of  God  is  within  you" — and  il- 
lustrating that  other  truth,  and  that  only  sound  rule  of  Judging  which  he 
pointed  out  to  us — ^'  A  good  tree  bringeth  forth  good  fruit :  ye  shall  know 
tliera  by  their  fruits."  .jf 

I  es|)ecially  rejoice  in  two  distinctive  features  of  your  enterprise,  and 
deem  myself  authorized  confidently  to  expect  success  to  your  eiforts,  at 
home  and  abroad,  tar  beyond  that  attained  by  any  sect^  if  you  permanently 
retain  these. 

•  The  first  is,  your  idea,  purpose,  and  expectation  of  Progress.  Most  of 
the  sectarian  associations  which  have  falsely  called  themselves  Churches  of 
Christ,  have  fettered  their  own  hands  and  feet  by  the  assumption  that  ihey 
could  mark  out  and  define,  without  defect  or  error,  in  a  creed  of  specula- 
tive doctrines,  all  the  truths  important  to  man  s  spiritual  welfare  tlirongh 
this  stage  of  existence.  And  even  though  one  of  the  leaders  in  whom 
they  boast,  a  prophet  of  their  own,  the  good  J^hn  Kobinson,  told  them 
not  obscurely  the  trutli  which  they  needed,  earnestly  charging  his  congre- 
gation— 

"  If  God  reveal  anything  to  you  by  any  other  instrument  of  His,  be  as 
ready  to  receive  it  as  ever  you  were  to  receive  any  truth  by  my  ministry; 
for  1  am  verily  persuaded  the  Lord  has  more  truth  yet  to  break  forth  out 
of  his  holy  word  " — 

they  failed,  as  perhaps  he  also  did,  to  see  the  larger  truth  contained  in 
these  words,  and  limited  his  meaning  to  the  lett^  of  a  volume  in  which 
are  bound  together  the  dead  with  the  living,  the  Jewish  with  the  Chris- 
tian Scriptures;  assuming  not  only  thata  book  eauld  be  a  permanent  mas- 
ter of  living  men,  but  that  these  two«  diverse  even  to  contrariety,  were 
their  one  unitary  and  homogeneous  role  of  faith  and  practice.  And  evea 
the  one  sect,  which  began  by  an  earnest  prote:<t  against  this  error,  and  a 
BeemiDff  appreciation  of  the  need  of  freedom  for  spiritual  growth,*  we  now 
see  looking  back  longingly  to  the  house  of  bondage,  whence  they  came 
out,  remembering  the  fish  whicii  they  did  eat  in  Egypt,  and  ready  to  sell 
their  birthright  for  a  mess  of  pottage,  and  put  their  necks  again  under  the 
yoke  of  a  creed,  if  so  they  may  escape  from  the  reproaches  oast  upon  one 
strong  and  brave  man,  who  aotualiy^iMea  this  freedom,  his  and  their  birth- 
right, but  wliici)  they  only  boast  of,  without  daring  to  use.  You  recognize 
the  truth  which  Jesue  tanght,  that  those  who  practise  that  part  of  God*8 
"will  which  they  already  understand,  shall  have  yet  more  revealed  to  them, 
and  as  other  of  his  prophets  have  said — ^'  Matter  is  God*s  Old,  and  Spirit 
his  New  Testament,"  always  open  to  our  inspection,  and  always  yielding  a 
harvest  to  the  diligent  laborer  therein,  who  may  find 

**  Tongaes  In  treM,  books  in  tbe  ronnliig  brooka, 
Bermons  in  ttonea,  and  good  in  everything.** 

^  Ton  no  donbt  remember  Uie  sttampt  of  tbe  Unitarian  olergy,  in  185S,  to  oanse  a  ereed  to 
bo  adopted  bj  tbeir  denomination,  and  tbe  lettar  Ikereapon  wriUen  to  tfaem  b/  Tbeodure  Far- 
kar,  a  Bfe-member  of  tbe  Aanwiattoa.   . 
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You  reoogDize  the  faot  that  in  this  primary  school  of  existence  we  have 
not  attained  to  the  possession  of  all  troth,  that  our  husiness  is  to  keep  cor 
eyeSf  minds,  hearts,  and  souls  reverently  open,  and  eager  for  the  acquisition 
of  more,  as  fast  as  we  are  fitted  to  recognize,  appropriate,  and  use  it ;  and 
that  in  the  diligent,  practical  use  of  such  truth  as  we  already  possess,  lies 
our  best  means  of  attaining  higher  and  yet  unperceived  branches  of  it 

The  second  source  of  the  confidence  I  feel  that  your  enterprise  will  be 
permanently  (however  -slowly)  useful  in  the  diffusion  of  truth  lies  in  the 
feet  that  you  provide  for  the  action  and  usefulness  of  a  Chriitian  minutfy 
without  the  deteriorating  influence  of  an  order  qf  clergy. 

Paul  disclaimed  for  himself  and  his  brethren  the  assumption  that  they 
held,  or  sought  to  hold  "  dominion  over  tlie  faith"  of  the  first  Christianss 
and  took  rather  the  appropriate  designation  of  their  "  helper."  Those 
who  claim  to  be  his  successors  fail  to  imitate  this  modesty.  They  seek 
to  be  lords  over  God^s  heritage,  and  use  the  authority  which  men 
foolishly  concede  to  them  to  check,  instead  of  stimulating  inquiry,  and  to 
retard,  instead  of  advancing  reform.  The  spectacle  of  a  Bench  ot  Bishops 
going  unitedly  against  improvement  in  hierarchical  England,  and  of  the 
dergy  of  all  the  great  independent  sects  of  this  country  giving  their  inflq- 
enoe  to  the  support  of  popular  vices,  and  in  opposition  to  unpopular  re- 
fonns,  ought  to  have  shown  to  all  reflective  people  the  dangers  inherent  in 
such  an  institution.  If  the  liberty  of  the  children  of  God  is  invaded  by  a 
prohibition  to  seek  or  to  use  any  truth  in  His  wide  universe  conflicting  with 
the  dogmas  included  in  the  narrow  pen  known  as  "  ortliodoxy,"  ronoh  more 
is  it  invaded  by  the  impudent  assumption  that  to  teach  even  this  small 
amount  a  lieenie  from  the  clergy  is  indispensable.  It  was  said,  plausibly 
enough,  that  guards  were  necessary  to  secure  an  nncorrunted  transmission 
of  the  truths  of  Christianity  from  one  generation  to  another ;  but  by  and 
by  it  was  found  that  the  guards  themselves  were  the  most  dangerous  cor* 
rupters;  and  we  now  see  the  amazing  spectacle  of  clergymen  censuring  the 
opponents  of  slavery,  war,  &o.  as  interlopers  in  the  domain  of  the  Church, 
undertaking  reform  by  irregular  and  unauthorized  methods,  while  they  and 
their  brethren,  instead  of  leading  the  Church  by  better  methods  to  the  same 
end.  are  supporters,  some  directly  and  some  indirectly,  of  the  enormities 
assailed;  and  the  Churches,  trusting,  without  examination,  in  the  wisdom  and 
goodness  of  their  leaders,  are  content  to  have  it  so;  and  even  the  few  cler- 
gymen who  have  been  awakened  by  recent  events  to  a  sense  of  the  vicious 
character  of  slavery,  dare  not  strike  at  its  very  existence,  as  they  do  at 
that  of  foreign  heathenism,  but  oppose  merely  its  extension,  and  even  then 
atultify  themselves  by  conceding  the  amplest  Christian  fellowship  to  its 
practisers  and  supporters. 

Should  not  these  things  teach  us  that  to  search,  examine  and  decide  in 
view  of  the  evidence  manifested  to  our  individual  minds,  and  to  act  npon 
the  conscientious  decision  thus  formed,  are  indispensable  parts  of  *^  the 
glorious  liberty  of  thet)hildren  of  God  ?"  I  rejoice,  and  present  to  you 
my  hearty  congratulations  that  you  have  not  only  claimed,  but  begun  to 
exercise  these  rights ;  and  I  welcome  in  your  association  a  Christian  mln- 
iatry,  clearly  distmct  from  a  priesthood  and  ftom  a  clergy. 

Chablbs  K.  Whipplx. 
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FBOM  mi.  LLOTI>  GABBISOK. 

•  Boston,  May  16,  1856. 

YouBS  is  a  convocation  of  "  Progressive  Friends," — that  is,  as  I  under- 
stand tlie  term,  the  Fribnds  of  Progress.  Your  claim  is  a  high  one— 
admitting  of  no  limitation,  tolerating  no  fetter,  recognizing  no  nnality  in 
matters  pertaining  to  spiritual  development.  You  are  not  anchored  to 
the  past ;  you  are  not  satisfied  with  the  present ;  your  steps  are  onward 
and  upward.  While  accepting,  at  its  true  value,  whatever  of  truth  and 
right  has  come  down  to  us  from  other  ages,  you  heliev'e  in  "forgetting  the 
things  that  are  behind,"  and  pressing  forward  to  the  high  mark  of  human 
perfectibilitv,  rather  than  in  idolizing  a  time-worn  parchment,  or  in  burning 
incense  to  dead  saints  and  heroes. 

Fidelity  to  your  principles  and  professions,  in  this  corrupt  age  and 
blood-stained  country,  will  leave  you  little  time  for  repose,  and  assuredly 
subject  you  to  public  reproach  and  social  excommunication.  For  all  tliis, 
*^  rejoice,  and  be  exceedmg  glad,  for  so  persecuted  they  the  prophets  that 
were  before  -you."  Your  work,  comprehensively  speaking,  is  twofold  : — 
to  unmask  a  spurious  religion,  every  where  assuming  to  be  the  religion  of 
Christ — and  to  denounce  a  profligate  government,  claiming  to  be  based 
ufion  liberty  and  equality.  In  performing  this  work,  you  will  be  denounced 
for  your  "  infidelity,"  on  the  one  hand,  and  for  your  '*  disloyal ity  "  on  the 
other.  These  opprobrious  epithets  will  stimulate  you  to  still  greater  effort, 
as  furnishing  the  most  satisfactory  evidences  that  you  are^on  the  right 
side,  engaged  in  the  right  work,  and  bearing  the  right  testimony. 

The  cause  of  imbruted  millions  in  our  land,  whose  groans  are  borne  to 
us  by  every  Southern  breeze,  and  the  clanking  of  whose  chains  is  heard 
continually,  will  receive  your  warmest  sympathy,  and  elicit  your  strongest 
approval. 

You  are  not  only  for  equal  liberty,  but  also  for  universal  oeace — 
peace,  not  nine  times  out  of  ten,  and  the  tenth  time  for  war  (which  in 
morals  is  an  absurdity),  but  peace  always,  and  war  never.  The  weapons 
which  "border  ruffians"  know  how  to  use,  whether  bowie  knives  or 
8harp^s  rifles,  you  believe  those  who  are  "  called  of  God  "  should  not  know 
how  to  use  for  the  advancement  of  any  caose,  however  righteous.  On 
this  point,  especially  in  view  of  the  present  inflammatory  state  of  the  public 
mind,  I  doubt  not  your  testimony  will  be  very  explicit,  as  it  cannot  fail  to 
be  serviceable. 

The  rights  of  woman,  in  every  land  and  by  every  government  tram- 
pled under  foot,  will  be  asserted  by  you,  in  all  their  bearings.  Those  rights 
must  be  recognized,  restored,  and  enjoyed,  before  the  world  can  be  ele- 
vated, or  tyranny  will  cease  to  curse  our  race. 

You  are  all  teetotallers,  and,  therefore,  the  beneficent  cause  of  tem- 
perance will  not  be  forgotten  by  you. 

Your  defence  of  religious  liberty  will  be  without  "  compromise,"  and 
your  practice  of  it  "without  concealment"  It  was  never  more  needed 
than  now. 

But  I  need  not  go  into  these  specifications ;  your  hearts  are  full,  your 
epirits  expansive,  your  purposes  sublime,  and  you  need  no  prompting. 

Believe  .me,  in  the  bonds  of  Gpiritual  fellowship,  and  in  ever}'  good 
cause, 

Your  friend  and  co-worker, 

•  Wm.  Llotd  Garrison. 
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FROM  JAim  BI0HJLBD80N,  JV., 
MkOtUrqftK^  UnUaritm  Church,  im  Brooklyn  {X,  D.\  3.  T. 

'  Brooklyn,  E.  D.,  May  18. 
I  HAVE  been  very  much  In  hopes  that  I  roifcht  attend  the  lie^^tinsr  of 
Progre«eive  Friends  at  Longwood  next  week,  but  I  fear  I  sliall  not  bo  able 
to  do  w^.  There  is  certainly  no  class  of  minds,  with  whose  views  and 
sentiraents  and  aspirations  in  regard  to  man,  I  more  profoundly  and  earn- 
estly sympathize.  Bnt,  as  I  may  not  be  able  to  come  myclf,  and  pive 
the  testimony  of  my  presence  and  spoken  word,  I  take  the  liberty  of  Bend- 
ing a  little  Rhyme,  recently  written,  setting  forth,  in  its  length  and 
breadth,  the  argument  of  the  various  tyrants  against  whom  we  stand 
opposed,  and  to  whom  the  thinking  and  working  of  Hie  PVogressiye 
Friends  of  Truth,  Justice  and  Humanity  is  bringing  swift  destruction. 

Jambs  Riohardson,  Jb. 

THE  TYBANrS  ANCIENT  ARGUMENT:  OB,  THE  DANGEBS 
OF  THOUGHT. 

Cbasb  year  thinking,  O  ye  people  I  shoutA  the  Tynint.  fleroo  andlond. 
Ah,  with  Boomfhl  eye.  he  fflancoA  o*er  the  »lowly  moving  crowd; 
Yo  were  mode  for  toil  undliibor— mark  your  hard  and  brawny  hand  I 
We  are  Qod'a  appointed  Balera,  to  obey  ia  bis  oummnndl 

Ceaae  yoar  thinkinff,  lost  ye  fancy  ye  can  rule  voun$lv4$  by  thoaght, 
And  the  world^s  fair  peace  and  order  be  to  ewiti  destruction  brought; 
Lent,  i^cdnced  by  idle  dreams,  ye  may  fondly  think  there  be 
Minds  and  aonla  in  thoee  rough  bodies,  and  ye're  lAen  aa  well  as  we. 

At  the  ontaet,  God  appointed  one  to  rule,  and  one  to  serve ; — 

Each  their  separate  apnere  and  dnties,  fVom -which  'tie  a  crime  to  swerve ; 

Ketbd  ont  to  every  station  is  its  comfort  and  its  care, 

All  complaining  is  rebellion;  things  are  bestjnst  aa  they  are. 

Hifrher  place  has  higher  duties,  greater  power  brings  greater  care ; 
Leaser  hardens,  lesser  dangers,  wait  upon  your  humble  fare ; 
This  fair  world  is  rightly  ordered — all  men  cannot  have  the  throne ; 
Bo  at  peace  then,  rest  contented,  and  let  well  enough  alone. 

Cease  your  thinking,  ye  fanatics  I  speaks  the  grav  Conservative, 
All  thatV  new  is  vam  and  foolis^h,  and  but  for  a  time  shall  live ; 
What  Is  old  is  good  and  glorious,  what  is  old  alone  is  sure  ; 
We  must  trust  in  that  which  has  been,  for  that  shall  alone  endure. 

Talk  not,  then,  of  old  corruptions,  errors,  wronn  and  slavery ; 
These  are  ancient  institutions,  God  himself  ordained  to  be  : 
Will  ye  dare  oppose  his  order,  think  to  improve  the  Almighty's  plan, 
Which  he  formed  to  curb  and  punish  vain,  rebellious,  sintul  man  i 

Cease  your  thinking,  chimes  the  Rich  man,  else  you'll  soon  vnseuy  grow, 
Feelinflr  you  must  have  whatever  we  your  lords  and  betters  do  ; 
1  am  rich  and  sleek  and  happy,  my  condition's  well  enough ; 
Every  change  my  peace  endaugera,  and  your  grievance  ia  but  stuff: 

For  it  makes  yon  fierce  and  restless,  fills  your  lives  with  discontent, 
Loses  present  joys  in  grasping  what  for  yon  wiis  never  meant ; 
lake  the  dog  in  ancient  fable,  losing  a  substantial  fiire 
In  the  treacherous  stream,  by  snapping  at  its  shadow  gleaming  there : 

Claiming  that  mankind  are  equal,  that  the  bondman  shonld  be  firee, 
That  the  vile,  degraded  musses  all  shonld  educated  be : 
Claiming  that  the  humble  labor  of  the  low,  degrsded  thrall 
Is  too  worthy,  is  too  noble,  to  depend  on  capital. 

Cease  your  thinking;  shrieks  the  Bi^t,  there's  your  Bible,  and  the  creed 
To  interpret  what  it  tells  you,  so  that  all  msy  be  agreed ; 
8o  that  no  one  thro'  this  thinking,  daring  to  dissent  from  these. 
Might  blaapbemoualy  endanger  hia  salvation  and  his  peace. 
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Carnal  Beaion^a  use  ia  ainftU ;  'tia  a  blind  deoeitfiil  grnido  '^ 
I  have  wondered  why  'twas  ffivAo  us ;— Satan'a  lore  is  Befllon^s  pride  I   > 
God  ordained  yon  Piieats  and  Elders,  who  should  safely  think  for  you; 
TelJ  you  what  yon  most  believe  in,  what  yon  may  and  may  not  do. 

Thought  haa  led  vain  men  to  question  what  the  Creeds  set  forth  as  trne ; 
Thought  has  made  them  doubt  sound  doctrine,  and  reject  the  good  old  view; 
Though^  upon  the  Aneisnt  Bible  even  dares  to  lay  his  nand. 
Doubts  its  perfect  inspiration,  doubts  Jehovah's  stem  command ; 

Doubts  that  God  himself  directed  Jews  their  fellow-men  to  slay ; 
Doubts  thev  were  his  chosen  people,  whom  all  others  must  obey ; 
Questions  all  their  marvellous  stories ;  faults  their  patriarchal  sires, 
And  calle  pious  David  wicked*  odding  to  his  wives  (Jriah^s ; 

Says  that  God  is  near  his  children  now,  as  in  the  days  gone  bv. 
That  his  living  inspiration  breathes  through  all,  both  low  and  high. 
With  the  Bisjfot  chimes  the  Tyrant,  and  the  gray  Conservative : 
Stop  this  thinkingi  crush  these  thinkerS)  or  we  can  no  longer  live. 


FBOM  NATHANIEL  H.  WHITING. 

Mabshfisld,  Mass.,  May  11th,  1856. 

YouBS  is  to  be  a  meeting  of  '*  Progressive  Friends.''  I  like  the  cujtjdpHoe 
-when  used  in  ounneotion  with  the  purposes  avowed  in  your  circular.  It 
deAares  that  you  belieTe  io  Progress — that  a  man's  eves  were  placed  ia 
bis  forehead  to  enable  him  to  go  forwards,  not  backwards, — that  yon 
dare  affirm  the  vitality  of  the  present,  and  the  still  greater  possibility  of 
tiie  future. 

If  yon  are  true  to  this  declaration,  you  will  maintain  the  integrity  of 
the  individual  son],  and  the  absolute  right  of  every  man  to  judge  unquali- 
fiedly all  that  has  been,  or  is  now,  and  to  receive  or  reject  it  according  aa 
it  may  aid  or  retard  his  own  growth  ancl  improvement.  uc^  ' 

The  Past  is  valuable  to  us,  just  as  the  earth  with  its  compositioB  of 
yegetable  and  mineral  elements,  and  which,  with  its  atmosphere  and 
sunlight,  forms  the  circamstances  of  material  existence,  is  essential  to  the 
tree  which  even  now  begins  to  throb  with  the  awakening  life  of  returning 
summer.  Into  this  it  pknts  its  roots,  and  from  thence  by  its  vital  fluia 
gathers  the  fibres  ^ich  are  wrought  into  its  wonderful  organism.  But 
it  is  the  tree  which  is  alive,  and  which  has  the  capacity  for  growth  and 
progress,  not  the  inorganic  elements  that  compose  its  framework. 

Bo  these  deposits  of  mind— opinions,  creeds,  arts,  sciences,  actions, 
making  up  the  sura  of  human  history,  by  which  we  are  surrounded,  ia 
which  we  are  imbedded— constitute  or  are  composed  of  elements  which 
the  living  soul  of  to-day  may  work  into  its  organization,  and  thtis  be 
stimulated  in  its  onward  and  upward  course.  But  let  us  remember  that 
we  are  alive;  these  are  dead.  They  are  not  to  rule  as;  we  are  to  judge 
and  use  them,  just  as  they  may  be  needed  for  the  wants  and  aspirations  of 
.the  present  hour. 

Progress,  then,  is  written  on  all  things.  To-day  is  better  than  yester- 
day, as  it  has,  in  addition  to  its  own  inherent  vitalily,  all  that  the  experience 
of  yesterday,  in  its  multiform  labors,  has  left  behind  it 

Certainly,  tfien,  we  are  not  to  be  held  in  bondage  to  old  forms  and 
creeds,  but  are  to  utter  our  own  opinions  and  organize  our  own  creeds 
and  institutions,  so  that  we  may  say  at  last,  when  our  work  here  is 
completed,  we  have  faithi\il1y  performed  the  mission  given  us ;  and  thuSi 
while  contributing  to  the  strength,  vigor,  and  elevation  of  our  own  souls, 
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shed  a  dearer  lig||/;  along  the  pathway  of  present  life,  which  shall  also 
prove  a  dawn  of  nope  and  promise  across  the  horizon  of  the  future. 

Yon  believe  the  power  and  will  of  the  Great  Spirit  to  make  fresh 
revelations,  in  fulfilment  of  the  wants  of  the  advancing  man,  is  not  jet 
exhausted.  Ton  will  doubtless  testifv  as  much.  I  trust  your  meeting  will 
be  eminently  successfbl.  In  order  that  it  may  be  so,  your  "  Testimony  " 
should  be  bold  and  faithful,  such  as  will  leave  its  mark  upon  tiie  age  in 
which  you  live,  while  "  Wrongs,  and  Frauds  and  Falsehoods  shiver"  under 
all  the  masks  which  respectable  Conservatism,  hollow  Cant,  and  formal 
Piety  have  thrown  over  them. 

N.  H.  Whitiiio. 


FBOM  SAlflTBL  LONGFELLOW, 
JOnideriiftJUSectma  UnUartan  Church,  BrooHvn,  JlT.  T. 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.^May,  1856. 

I  FIND  that  I  shall  not  be  able  to  attend  your  Yearly  Meeting ;  but  I 
sympathize  so  fully  and  so  heartily  with  the  principle  and  aims  of  >'onr 
w)ciety,  that  I  am  desirous  of  saying  so  to  you  and  your  friends. 

I  cannot  but  look  upon  your  movement  as  one  of  the  most  encouraging 
signs  of  our  time — a  time  so  pregnant  with  life  and  hope.  I  see  the  truest, 
most  religious  minds  looking  for  a  broader  platform  of  unitv  and  ac^on 
than  any  of  our  religious  denominations  offers,  and  I  am  rejoiced  at  every 
movement  which,  like  yonrs,  expresses  and  begins  to  embody  this  dedre 
and  this  faith. 

As  in  our  State,  all  questions  of  party  politics  are  losing  their  interest 
and  merging  themselves  in  the  one  great  question  of  the  supremacy  of 
freedom  or  Savery,  so  in  our  Church  all  differences  of  belief  are  becoming 
unimportant  before  the  one  grei^  point  of  individual  liberty  or  externiu 
authority.  Can  we  hesitate  on  which  side  to  range  ourselves?  For  one, 
I  wish  to  identify  myself  unreservedly  with  all  who  are  on  the  side  of  free- 
dom. I  have  entire  faith  in  the  safety  and  in  the  duty  of  niirestricted  free 
thinking  and  free  speaking.  I  have  no  fear  of  the  conseouences.  I  be- 
lieve that  man's  nature  is  such  that,  if  lefl  unimpeded,  it  does  inevitably 
gravitate  towards  the  truth ;  and,  even  if  through  trial  of  )U1  possible 
errors,  will  reach  the  truth  at  last.  I  believe  that  Go^has  seen  this  free- 
dom to  he  best  for  man,  and  that  he  will  not  desert  or  leave  ^^  unassisted" 
any  mind,  still  less  condemn  any,  that  is  honestly  seeking.  I  belierve  that 
in  man's  spiritual  nature,  in  the  perceptions  and  affirmations  of  his  reason 
and  conscience,  he  is  to  find  God's  immediate  and  perpetual  revelation — to 
the  individual  always  authoritative,  above  Church  or  Bible  or  Legislature. 
This*  is  **  the  spiritual  man"  that  "judgeth  all  things,"  and  if  in  its  imper- 
fect development,  for  the  present,  it*»  judgments  be  diverse  and  fallible,  yet 
in  its  progress  it  tends  always  to  unity  and  infallibility. 

With  such  faith  in  freedom  and  in  the  inner  light,  your  Society  have 
consecrated  themselves  to  work  for  the  coming  of  God's  kingdom  on  earth, 
the  rule  of  justice  and  love  in  all  the  affairs  of  men,  the  righting  of  every 
wrong,  the  establishmentof  peace  and  brotherhood,  and  righteousness  and 
joy.  May  God  be  with  you,  friends :  He  is,  and  will  be  tq  the  end,  as  you 
are  faithful;  for  through  all  willing  souls  he  is  working  still,  through 
human  agencies  slowly  but  surely  regenerating  and  reforming  all  men  and 
all  institutions,  carrying  on  to  its  perfectness  that  creation  which  began 
from  his  word.    Peace  be  with  yon,  and  love  with  faith ! 

Sam'l  Lonqfsllow. 
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FROM  MOVOUBB  D.  OORTTAT, 
MhiitUr  (^ihe  VhikLrian  Church  in  WathinffUm,  D.  O. 

Washington,  May  6. 

CiBCTTMSTANOEs  may  possibly  prevent  rov  personal  presence  at  your 
Meeting,  bnt  cannot  my  spiritual  presence.  I  <]o  lote  Quakerism,  or  what 
I  conceive  to  be  the  beautiful  principle  of  it:  love  is  the  only  word  for  my 
feeling  toward  it.  For  some  months  of  my  life  I  was  much  exercised  as  to 
whether  I  should  not  take  up  with  a  little  Hicksite  Society  of  Maryland, 
broadbrim,  drab  and  all,  and  tliere  await  the  inevitable  cycle  which 
sbotdd  cause  the  earth  to  flower  into  a  large  Quaker  meeting.  Well,  I  did 
join  a  Quaker  meeting  at  last,  but  it  was  minui  broadbrim  or  drab,  out- 
side at  least,  and,  shall  I  confess  ?  there  was  but  one  member  in  the  So- 
ciety after  1  joined  it. 

I  look  upon  the  failure  of  old  Quakerism  to  be  the  result  of  a  simple 
law,  now  finding  its  level  in  all  Societies.  It  is,  that  any  thing  inherited 
really  is  not  possessed  by  the  heir.  We  see  in  our  Society  a  number  of 
men,  chiedy  nbout  Boston,  wh(J,  never  having  known  the  thorns  above 
which  TJnitarianism  grew,  would  leave  the  thorns  fossilized  in  the  hearts 
of  Freeuian  and  Priestly,  and  pluck  the  flower  alone.  They  wonder  a 
plucked  flower  should  witlier  I  Do  they  wonder  that  a  young  heir  of  a  rail- 
lion  he  never  earned  should  be  a  spendthrift?  The  money  is  condensed 
brain,  heart's  blood,  nerve,  sine w~  these  coined :  what  knows  he  of 
money  ? 

We  need  union,  it  is  true,  bnt  no  union  save  of  individuals.  Christ 
prayed,  I  find,  that  they  might  not  simpl v  be  <me^  but  "  perfect  in  one." 
That  is  not  Christian  unity  which  is  not  also  the  perfection  of  eacli  and  all. 

M.  D.  CONWAT. 


FBOM  SARAH  B.  DUGDALB. 

Spbino  Run,  Louisa  Co ,  Iowa,  Fifth  mo.,  1866. 

ALTHoroH  far  separated  from  you  in  body,  ray  spirit  wends  its  way  to 
talnte  you  in  the  love  of  the  everlasting  Gt)S|)el,  desiring  that  justice, 
mercy  and  truth  may  more  and  more  abound.  As  my  thoughts  were 
torned  impressively  towards  you  this  morning,  before  I  raised  my  liead 
from  my  pillow,  1  remembered  the  sentiments  of  a  worthy  Friend,  who 
said,  "  1  here  is  wisdom  in  government  that  hath  respect  to  its  own  preser- 
vation by  adhering  to  what  is  profitable  to  it,  and  suppressing  what  may 
be  a  detriment ;  aud  this  is  the  image  of  the  true  wisdom ;  but  the  irifh 
fiance  is  the  birth,  which  is  heavenly,  which  reigns  in  the  Father's  king- 
dom until  all  is  subdued,  and  then  resigns  it  up  to  him,  whose  right  U  is. 
Jhere  is  a  power  on  earth,  which  is  of  God,  by  which  princes  declare 
justice;  this  is  the  image:  and  there  is  a  power  which  is  heavenly,  in 
which  the  Prince  of  Peace,  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  doth  reign  in  an  everlast- 
ing kingdom,  and  this  is  the  tubBtanee,  By  this  power  is  the  spiritual 
wickedness  in  high  places  brought  dowiu  and  those  who  are  true  dele- 
gates in  this  power  can  do  great  things  for  Oo<r»  glory^  My  feeble  peti- 
tions have  been  put  up  for  you,  beloved  friends,  that  you  may  dwell  deep 
in  your  minds,  aud  hearken  to  the  voice  of  truth  in  the  soul,  and  thus 
the  Lord  will  furnish  you  with  wisdom,  courage,  and  sound  judgment. 

1  have,  from  my  earliest  recollection,  been  instructed  in  the  principles 
and  usages  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  I  was  admitted  when  very  young 
into  the  select  councils ;  have  held  sweet  communion  with  many  of  the 
nobles  of  our  ancient  Israel,  whose  memory  I  love  almost  to  veneration. 
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I  have  attended  npwarda  of  thirty  Yearly  Meetings,  in  all  of  whioh  I  hare 
been  more  or  leee  instructed;  bat  I  can  truly  say,  I  have  never  found 
more  noble,  devoted,  or  self-sacrificing  philanthropv  than  among  some  of 
the  dear  proscribe*!  Friends  of  Chester  County ;  and  it  would  be  my  wish 
(if  consistent  with  best  wisdom^  to  spend  the  remnant  of  my  days  among 
you  ;  not  that  I  think  I  could  oe  of  any  service  to  you,  but  I  feel  that  1 
need  your  sympathy  and  fostering  care  now  in  the  sunset  of  life.  Oh  I 
beloved  friends,  I  beseech  you  not  to  falter.  Lift  up  your  vdoe  like  a 
trmnpel  aud  sliow  the  peoplo  their  transgressions,  and  the  house  of  Jacob 
her  Bins ;  continue  to  open  your  mouths  lor  the  dumb  and  plead  for  those 
who  are  not  i>eriijitted  to  plead  for  them&elves ;  listen  attentively  to  the 
voice  and  word  of  truth  in  the  soul,  for  it  is  unto  this  that  the  righteoos 
in  all  ages  of  the  world  have  fled  and  found  safety.  It  remains  to  be  a 
"shelter  from  the  wind,  a  covert  from  the  storm,"  where  the  poor,  weary, 
way-worn  traveller  may  retire  and  find  safety,  and  hold  ^weet  communion 
with  the  Infinite  Father^  who  is  graciously  waiting  to  teach  his  people 
himself,  and  turn  them  to  a  pure  language.  He  will  send  none  empty 
away  who  seek  Him  aright  In  the  bonds  of  Qospel  fellowship,  I  bid 
you  fareuM^  desiring  an  interest  in  your  prayers  for  my  preservation 
from  all  that  is  evil. 

Your  aged  friend, 

Sabah  B.  DireDALB. 


FBOM  JOHV  e.  FSB, 

Bbrba,  Madison  Co.,  Ky.,  May  8, 1856. 

Thbouoh  your  kindness,  I  have  received  the  Call  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Yearly  Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends,  inviting  me  to  attend  their  Yearly 
Meeting.  To  do  so  would  have  been  most  congenial  to  my  feelings,  and 
had  not  other  and  paramount  duties  prevented,  I  most  certainly  would 
have  complied  with  the  request. 

You  say  you  would  welcome  me  without  caring  to  scrutinize  the  points 
of  our  creed.  I  reply :  Independent  in  our  Church  polity,  we  know  no 
master  but  Christ ;  anti-sectarian  in  our  faith,  we  know  no  creed  but  the 
Bible ;  and  supreme  love  to  Ood,  and  equal  love  to  man,  we  receive  as  iti 
foundation  principle.  This  principle  really  embracedj  at  once  secures  the 
highest  orthodoxy  towa^  God,  tne  purest  morals  among  men,  and  the 
greatest  liberty  in  society.  In  heart,  Ood  aslu  no  more — ^man  ought  not; 
for  **  love  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law." 

Ju9t  as  fast  as  the  professedly  Christian  worM  shall  really  embrace  this 
principle,  we  may  expect,  among  others,  two  iifost  glorious  results.  One 
will  be  the  downfall  of  h11  forms  of  oppression — the  other,  the  breaking 
up  of  that  sectarianism  whioh  now  hinders  reform,  cripples  the  efilcienoy 
of  the  Church,  and  vitiates  the  true  religion  of  God. 

Of  the  former,  this  age  witnesses  no  form  so  revolting  to  the  feelings, 
80  subversive  of  justice,  and  so  ruinous  in  its  consequences,  as  American 
slavery. 

In  this  land,  I  feel  the  oppression  and  contempt  heaped  upon  the  poor 
slave.    I  have  lain  down  with  him,  and  expect  to  rise  only  as  he  rises. 

I,  therefore,  rejoice  for  myself,  for  the  poor  slave,  and,  most  of  all,  for 
the  honor  of  Christ,  that  in  various  parts  of  our  land  the  people  of  God 
are  assembling,  and  devising  means  for  the  redemption  of  his  poor. 

From  the  earliest  hii^tory  of  our  Confederacy,  the  testimony  of  Friends 
has  been  potent,  because  it  has  been  constant,  faithful  and  consistent. 
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In  the  Oonvention  that  framed  our  national  Constitution,  Mr.  Randolph 
urged  as  an  objection  to  the  importation  danse,  *^  that  it  would  revolt  the 
Quakers,  the  Methodists,  and  others  in  the  States  having  no  slaves."  Had 
the  other  denominations  been  faithful  to  their  early  belief  and  testimony, 
and  had  they  confirmed  their  faith  by  a  consistent  non-fellowship  of  slavery 
in  the  Chureh.  slavery  would  have  died  long  siuoe. 

Barnes  truly  said,  '^  Slavery  could  not  live  a  single  honr  out  of  the 
Church,  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  it  lives  in  the  Church."  No  asso- 
ciation of  persons  can  maintain  an  effective  testimony  against  any  sin,  and 
at  the  same  time  hng  it  to  thehr  bosoms.  It  is  this  act  of  the  Church 
that  gives  character  to  the  iniquity.  On  the  contrary,  had  all  the  denom- 
inations treated  slavery  as  a  crime,  an  outrage  upon  justice,  virtue  and 
humanity,  the  moral  would  have  been  ashamed  of  it,  and  the  profligate 
and  abandoned  could  not  have  sustained  it. 

May  you  persevere  in  the  work  of  Iotc  and  faithfhl  rebuke  of  wrong, 
until  oppression,  and  sin  in  all  its  forms,  shall  flee  before  the  face  of  an 
awakened  and  righteous  community,  like  darkness  before  the  morning  sun. 
Then  shall  we  witness,  indeed,  the  evangel  of  '^  Peace  on  earth,  and  good 
will  to  men."  John  G.  Fbi. 


FBOM  OCTAVIUS  B.   FBOTHTNOHAM, 
Minuter  (/lUUnttMrian  Church  in  j4r9eifCaif,2r.j: 

Jebset  Citt,  April  20, 1866. 
I  xxoETVED  from  yon,  some  while  since,  a  circular,  accompanied  by  an 
invitation  to  attend  the  Fourth  Annual  Convocation  of  Progressive  Friends^ 
to  be  held  in  Chester  County,  Pa.,  on  the  18th  of  next  May.  I  thank  yon 
oordially  for  the  invitation,  and  wish,  with  all  my  heart,  I  could  be  there ; 
but  fear  I  shall  not  be  able.  I  read  the  account  of  your  proceedings  last 
year  with  great  interest,  and  felt  then  that  such  a  movement  roust  be  pro- 
ductive of  good.  I  also  asked  my-  friend  Theo.  Parker  about  you  and  your 
Surposes,  and  from  him  received  an  account  which  increased  my  interest, 
[ovements  in  behalf  of  pure  religion,  simple  piety,  and  living  charity,  are 
alwavs  timely,  but  they  were  never  more  so  than  now,  when  supersti- 
tion has  leagued  itself  with  inhumanity,  a  corrupt  Church  striking  a  bar- 
sain  with  a  corrupt  State ;  when  sectarianism  has  become  not  the  imper- 
fect organ,  but  the  deadly  enemy  of  piety  and  goodness ;  when  men  band 
together,  and  use  the  holiest  words  to  describe  their  union,  having  nothing 
in  view  bnt  the  strengthening  of  despotism  of  all  kinds. 

It  is  encouraging,  too,  I  think,  that  such  a  movement  proceeds  fromthe 
Society  of  Friends — a  Society  which  started  with  such  glorious  promise, 
and  has  still  such  noble  traditions — whose  platform  was  so  broad,  whose 
£uth  was  so  spiritual,  whose  intentions  were  so  radical  and  earnest.  It  is 
good  to  behold  this  Society  laying  aside  what  some  of  us  have  regarded  as 
its  own  sectarianism,  consenting  to  employ  such  other  ministrations  as 
might  prove  themselves  good,  and  publishing  such  a  manifesto  in  favor  of 
truth,  purity  and  progress  as  this  before  me.  The  heart  of  every  man 
who  prays  that  he  may  bd  a  Christian,  will  respond  to  this  call ;  and  if 
yon  can  get  a  general  response  of  hearts^  that  will  indicate  the  extent  of 
your  brotherhood  more  fairly  than  a  large  convocation  could.  That  you 
may  have,  however,  a  large  congregation,  that  friends  may  be  present  in 
the  body  as  well  as  in  the  spirit ;  that  the  meetings  may  be  encouraging 
to  us  all,  and  that  your  words  may  go  abroad  extensively,  is  the  sincere 
wbh  of 

Yours,  very  truly,  O.  B.  FBOTHiNexiAM. 
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VBOM  WILUJLM  H.  FISH. 

UoPBDALE,  Mass.,  May  8,  1856. 

So  far  &8  I  know  your  movement— its  principles,  objects,  and  meth* 
ods — I  feel  that  I  am  very  mach  at  one  with  it,  and  can  most  heartilj 
bid  it  a  God-speed.  Yon  call  yourselves  "Friends,'' — a  most  noble  ap- 
pellation. Friends  of  God  and  of  Universal  Humanity  you  are — at  least 
ibis  is  your  profession.  No  more  Cbristian  designation  than  this  was 
ever  ohc)j»en  to  represent  any  class  of  men.  I  almost  wish,  however,  it 
were  a  n€¥>  name — it  would  be  so  significant  to  the  world,  and  especially 
to  all  genuine  lovers  of  their  fellow-beings.  But  our  popular  sectarianisms 
have  spoiled  almost  every  thing  they  have  touched — even  the  holiest 
words,  not  excepting  those  of  ('hrist  and  God — and  Quaker  sectarianism 
has  spoiled  even  this  dear  name  of  Friends — at  best,  greatly  damaged  it. 
It  only  means  now,  to  the  popular  ear,  about  what  Presbyterians  and 
Methodists,  Baptists,  Universal ists.  Unitarians,  and  so  on,  mean—a  d€^ 
nominational  character — generally  those  who  worship  God  in  the/orget" 
/ulne$8  of  Humanity,  But  can  you,  "Friends,"  rewsem  the  word,  and 
make  it  stand  again  in  the  world  for  good  will,  practical  good  will,  to  all 
men  ?  I  hope  it  is  in  yon  to  do  it,  and  that  God  will  aid  and  bless  you 
In  all  your  eiforts  to  do  so— in  all  your  efforts  to  grow  up  to  the  reality 
of  which  the  word  is  the  symbol  or  sign. 

But  you  are  *'  Proobkssive  Friends."  You  do  not  believe  that  your 
fathers,  or  even  any  prophet  of  Old  Dispensation  or  New,  gifted  and  good 
men  as  they  were,  spoke  the  last  word  that  God  had  to  say  or  that  man 
is  ever  to  hear.  The  mass  of  the  Sectarians  are  partially  atheistic^  shut- 
ting up  God  almost  ezdusively  in  the  Bible!  but  you  believe  in  a  lining 
said  present  God — ^in  a  God  who  inspires  men  now,  as  in  earlier  ages, 
though  still  more  abundantly,  as  they  are  better  prepared  for  his  precious 
gift.  You  are  looking  for  new  light  to  break  in  upon  your  minds  from 
the  "  Father  of  Lights,"  as  he  reveals  himself  through  the  various  Media 
of  his  Providence  and  Grace.  You  do  not  believe  Uiat  the  Canon  of 
QoiVs  Sacred  Scriptures  will  etter  be  closed,  or  his  inspiration  exhausted. 
Nor  are  you,  if  I  understand  you  aright,  theologically  progressive  alone— 
if,  indeed,  you  can  be  said  to  have  a  theology — but  you  are  also  praeti- 
eally  progressive — progressive  in  every  moral,  humanitary,  spiritual  and 
social  direction. 

You  are  also  distinctively  a  bbliqioub  body,  and  I  trust  you  will  al- 
ways remain  so.  You  cannot,  I  think,  he  really  progressive  to  any  great 
extent,  except  on  this  ground.  There  has  b^en  much  spurious  religion  in 
the  worid — much  that  has  been  worse  than  none — and  there  is  now  ;  but 
there  is  a  genuine  type  of  it  as  well  as  a  spurious  type ;  and  of  this  there 
is  a  deep  and  ineradicable  want  in  the  human  soul  and  in  society.  Mere 
Humanitarianism,  without  faith  in  God  and  in  an  Immortal  Life,  cannot 
sustain  itself  or  the  cause  of  Righteousness.  Sooner  or  later,  all  earnest 
souls  would  forsake  it,  and  go  even  to  superstition — to  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  perhaps — to  get  a  supply  for  their  religious  natures.  But  whilst 
the  substance  of  religion  is  of  Gk)d  and  Divine,  tlie  forms  of  it  must  change 
from  age  to  age.  And  it  is  one  of  the  encouraging  signs  of  the  times,  that 
religion  is  gradually  recovering  from  its  long-continued  sickness — its  old, 
sepulchral,  barbarous  character,  and  becoming  more  and  more  natural, 
benevolent  and  genial — inspiring  love  and  hope  more  than  selfishness  and 
fSdar. 

But  whilst  our  faith  in  the  various  forms  of  religion  is  diminishing,  we 
need  an  increase  of  faith  in  the  reality  which  these  forms  have  always  so 
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poorly  represented.  Hitherto  there  has  been  too  exclnsive  a  dependenoe 
upon  olden  prophets  and  apostles — npon  outward  teachers — and  too  little 
dependence,  therefore,  upon  the  saul^  and  npon  Gk)d,  as  he  speaks  to  the 
floul — npon  the  ^*' inner  light^''^  which  meant  so  innch  with  early  Friends, 
and  which  means  so  little  with  Friends  now.  The  elements  of  Divine 
truth  are  within  us  all,  and  they  will  develope  themselves  truly  and  fuUy, 
as  we  are  loyal  t »  ourselves  and  our  highest  ideal  of  duty  to  God. 

But  there  should  be  a  movement  not  only  of  "  Pbogrbssiyb  Frunds,'* 
but  of  all  the  sincere,  honest,  aspiring,  earnest  Friends  of  Progress,  whose 
mission  it  shall  be  to  put  down  all  sin  and  wrong,  and  to  build  up  God's  king- 
dom of  love  and  peace — not  only  a  destructive  but  a  constructive  move- 
ment. And  the  members  of  this  great  movement  should  Jcnow  each 
other  personally,  as  far  as  convenient,  and  feel  a  deep  interest  in  each 
other  and  in  each  other's  labors,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  coH>perate  with 
each  other  for  human  redemption. 

•  Your  movement  has  the  sympathy  of  our  whole  Hopedale  CJommunity, 
and  we  all  look  to  you  with  sympathy  and  hope.  Our  mission  is  somewhat 
local — to  build  up  a  Community  which  hhall  illustrate  the  beauty,  practi- 
cability and  value  of  our  general  religious  and  humanitary  principles — but 
we  have  also  always  been  laboring  outside  ourselves  for  the  redem])tionf 
progress,  and  happiness  of  mankind,  to  the  extent  of  our  ability — ^r)articu- 
larly  in  the  causes  of  Freedom  and  Peace.  We  are  now,  indeed,  some- 
what more  individualized — ^less  organically  social  than  heretofore,  but 
our  objects  and  aims  are  the  same — the  construction  of  an  Order  of 
Society  in  which  a  Divine  Spirit  and  Divine  Principles  shall  rule,  and 
love,  harmony,  and  prosperity  prevail.  Yours,  for  light,  love,  liberty  and 
progress ;  and  may  the  blessing  of  the  good  Grod  be  with  you  all. 

Wm.  H.  Fish. 


FBOM  RIOHABD  MBNDBNHALL. 

Cbbsoent  Hill,  Kansas,  Fourth  mo.  27,  1856. 

I HAVB  watched  with  feelings  of  much  interest  the  movements  of  Pro- 
gressive Friends,  and  feel  deeply  enlisted  in  the  labors  of  the  friends  of 
Progress  every  where.  With  the  objects  for  which  you  are  associated,  as 
set  forth  in  your  circular,  I  feel  a  most  cordial  and  hearty  sympathy.  I 
have  long  believed  that  Bcctarian  prejudice  is  one  of  the  greatest  evils 
which  curse  the  human  race.  It  not  only  corrupts  the  minds  of  those  who 
profess  the  Christian  religion,  and  diverts  them  from  the  grand  objects  of 
life,  but  it  operates  as  a  bar  and  stumbling-block  in  the  way  of  the  konest 
seelcer  after  truth,  furnishes  food  for  the  cavilling  mind  of  the  sceptic,  and 
is  a  very  great  hindrance  to  the  spread  of  the  (Jospel  of  peace  and  salva- 
tion amongst  the  heathen  branches  of  the  human  family.  Is  it  not  truly 
a  lamentable  fact,  that  atlber  the  lapse  of  so  many  centuries,  since  the  aa- 
vent  of  the  Saviour,  and  the  institution  of  tlie  Christian  religion  upon 
earth,  there  is  now  so  small  a  part  of  mankind  who  even^o/*esf  Chrbtian- 
ity,  or  npon  whose  minds  its  benign  influence  has  yet  dawned  ? 

But  may  we  not  hope  that  a  brighter  day  b  dawning  upon  the  world! 
Yea,  I  rc;|oice  in  believing  that  the  dark  shadows  of  sectarian  bigotry  and 
pnjudice  are  breaking  away  before  the  light  of  truth,  and  it  b  a  consoling 
evidence  of  tlie  progress  of  thb  joyftil  consummation  that  men  of  different 
nations^  and  of  various  shades  of  opinion,  are  meeting  and  mingling  toge- 
ther in  a  harmonious  union  of  brouiierhood. 

BlOHABD  MbNDXNBALL. 
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9R0M  THOMAS  J.  IHTlfFOBI), 
JAnif  Csr  ^th«  Unitarian  Churcht  Detroit^  MkMgan. 

•  Detroit,  April  28th,  186«. 

If  it  were  possible  for  me  to  meet  with  yoa,  I  should  be  most  happj  to 
do  so ;  for  there  is  something  exceedingly  attractive  in  such  aseemblies  of 
tme-hearted  men  and  women.  Althongh  I  cannot  be  present  to  share  in 
the  social  ei\joyment8  and  spiritaal  pleasures  of  year  meeting,  I  shall  rejoice 
to  learn  that  the  Convention  has  proved  a  season  of  great  nrofit  and  joy — 
■pent  in  honest  efforts  to  promote  the  honor  of  God  ana  the  welfkre  'of 
humanity.  T.  J.  Humfobd. 


FBOM  TDK  HUTOHINSON  FAMILY. 

WoBOBSTEB,  Mass.,  April  1st,  1856. 
YoTTR  kind  note  of  invitation  to  the  Pennsylvania  Yearly  Meeting  of  PA>- 
gressive  Friends  came  duly  to  hand.  Gladly  would  we  accept  the  un- 
bounded hospitalities  of  the  Friends  of  Obeeter  County,  and  aid  in  son^ 
the  ^*  right  over  wrong"  of  temperance  and  freedom,  and  the  good  time  to 
come ;  out  this  year  duty  calls  us  f&r,  far  away,  to  the  prairie  fields  of 
Minnesota, 

**  Wbere  a  man  Is  a  man,  If  he  Is  wining  to  toil, 
And  the  humblest  may  gather  the  fraita  of  the  soU.** 

Yea,  we  are  going  to  the  West,  and  when  we  have  planted,  and  sowed,  and 

gathered  the  liarvest,  we  will  come  again  among  yon,  and  ever  hope  that 

when  our  pilgrimage  is  o'er,  we  may  be  permitted  to  unite  in  song,  in  the 

realma  of  bliss,  with  the  pure,  the  generous,  and  the  good. 

The  Hutchinson  Family, 

—  Judson,  John  and  Aaa. 

FBOM  GBBRIT  SMITH. 

Petebbobo',  N.  Y.,  April  8, 1866. 
I  THANK  yon  for  yoor  kind  invitation  to  attend  the  Convention  of  the 
Progressive  Friends.     I  r^et  that  I  cannot  attend  it. 

I  r^oice  that  we  have  in  our  day  so  many  free-thinkers.  Let  them  go 
on  to  think  more  and  more  boldly ;  only  let  their  humility  and  reverence 
keep  pace  with  their  increasing  boldness. 

Your  friend, 
■  Gbbbit  Smith. 

fbom  daniel  8.  whitney. 

SouTHBOBo\  Mass.,  May  14, 1856. 
Anotheb  yearns  experience  and  observation  have  deepened  in  in  v  mind 
the  conviction  that  your  unwritten,  free  platform  is  the  true  one — the  only 
one  that  can  possibly  wdte  free  minds.    *    *    *    The  time  is  rapidly  ap- 

E reaching  when  men  shall  learn  so  to  regard  each  other^s  rights  as  to  Join 
eart  and  hand  in  every  noble  undertaking,  leaving  their  speculations  oa 
theology  to  take  care  of  themselves.  Nor  can  it  be  denied  that  when  raea 
of  widely  different  theological  views  thus  act  in  unison  upon  great  queeUons 
of  love  and  philanthropy,  the  tendency  towards  a  unity  in  matters  of  ra> 
Hgious  fiiith  is  marked  and  rapid.  This  is  God's  highway  to  oneoesa  of 
faith,  and  the  only  road  that  leads  in  that  direction. 

D.  S.  Wuitami, 
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FBOM  BOBSRT  HASSAtX, 
MinUUr  qfika.  Vnitarian  Chweh^  in  ffatttfUU^  Matt, 

HAVBRnii  L,  May  11, 1856. 
I  HAVE  felt  considerable  interest  in  your  movement  for  a  year  or  two, 
being  fully  assured,  whatever  might  be  vour  plans  of  action,  that  it  was  la 
the  right  direction.  I  welcome  every  thing  which  points  towards  a  larger 
freedom  and  more  unsectarian  action  for  the  good  of  the  race.  There  are 
large  numbers,  I  think,  in  this  country,  who  would  sympathize  with  your 
spirit  and  objects,  if  they  Were  familiar  with  them.  They  are  heartily 
tired  of  priestly  authority,  sectarian  power,  and  bondage  to  creed  of  eveiy 
description.  They  ask  for  organizations,  if  they  have  any,  which  shaft 
stand  committed  to  nothing  but  the  broad  and  simple  truth,  whatever  it 
may  be,  and  with  whatever  it  may  clash.  Progressive  as  they  wish  to  be, 
they  cannot  even  pledge  themselves,  only  for  the  present,  to  their  own 
opinions*  Believing  that  God  has  made  the  mind  to  be  as  free  as  the  light, 
they  feel  entitled  to  be  the  pupils  of  every  man,  book  or  object  that  can 
teach.  They  scorn  the  thought  that  in  this  vast  universe  God  has  given 
OS  but  one  Book,  and  one  Teacher,  and  one  Saviour.  To  them  history, 
experience,  life,  death,  darkness,  light,  science,  literature,  the  heavens  and 
the  earth,  are  full  of  Savioura — Divine  too.  These,  they  believe,  every 
man  should  be  free  to  see  and  gratefully  acknowledge,  and  not  be  bound 
bj  the  power  of  a  sect  to  render  a  blind  and  superstitious  id<»latry  to  only 
a  iew  of  God's  instrumentalities.  But  such  is  the  case.  Over  many  the 
Church  power  is  absolute  and  its  decisions  are  final.  That  alone  is  JJwine 
Tv^hich  it  seals  as  such ;  nor  dare  they  question  what  it  prontmnces  right  or 
-wrong,  true  or  false.  I  hail,  therefore,  every  attempt  t«)  remedy  the  ezist- 
iog  state  of  things  in  the  moral  and  religious  world.  We  can  hasten  the 
reform  of  society  only  as  we  can  enlighten  the  mind  and  awaken  in  men  a 
consciousness  of  their  manhood  and  responsibility.  Your  efforts,  I  feel 
assured,  will  aid  in  this  great  work.  Though  sects  are  the  of&pring  of 
human  nature  as  well  as  all  the  evils  they  engender,  yet  they  have  nearly 
filled  their  mission,  and  a  power  is  requinite  now  to  take  their  place  and 
lay  them  quietly  in  the  grave,  never  to  rise  again. 

Your  brother  in  spirit,  Bobbbt  Habsall. 

f BOM  MELISSA   DAWB8. 

CuMMiNOTON,  Mass.,  May  5, 1856. 
ANcrmsB  year  has  rolled  around,  and  you  meet  again  We  who  are 
fax  distant,  and  cannot  be  with  von,  would  add  again  our  testimony  to  the 
truth  of  those  principles  you  advocate.  We  are  with  you  in  heart  and 
spirit,  and  would  unite  our  voices  with  yours  in  behalf  of  those  vitalizing 
principles  which  must  ultimately  triumph  if  the  human  race  reach  that 
noble  stand  of  perfection  which  our  Creator  designed  for  us.  These  prin- 
ciples I  firmly  believe  are  just  and  true,  and  it  was  my  establt^hed,  un- 
doubted faith  long  ere  I  knew  of  the  Progressive  Friends.  I  am  pained, 
from  day  to  day^  in  witnessing  the  terrible  bitterness  with  which  one 
religious  sect  wiU  persecute  another,  and  startled  at  the  inhuman  tramp- 
ling down  of  the  God-given  rights  of  man.  That  we  may  be  co-workers 
together  in  tlie  great  reformatory  enterprises  of  the  age ;  that  we  may  re- 
member the  poor  and  the  downtrodden,  of  every  name  and  nation,  and 
Icindred  and  tongue ;  that  we  may  remember  that  wherever  we  see  bleed- 
ing, suffering  humanity,  there  is  our  brother,  and  strive  at  all  times  to 
elevate  man,  physically,  morally  and  intellectually,  aqd  ever  have  a  heart 
for  every  good  word  and  work,  is  the  prajfer  of  your  friend, 

MsuflBA  Dawbs. 
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rBOlC  nSNRT  OnARLSS. 

New  Garden,  la,,  5th  mo.,  6th,  1856. 
Differing  from  you,  perhaps,  as  to  some  points  in  theology,  yet  the 
basis  a|>on  which  yoa  are  associated  commands  my  ectire  approval.  I 
have  had  a  large  share  of  experience  upon  the  iron  bediitead  of  creed. 
Esteeming  mvself  orthodox  in  faith,  I  naturally  desired  to  be  connected 
in  Church  fellowship  with  those  I  deemed  ''  sounds  But  notwithstanding 
this  honest  desire,  I  have  been  three  times  ^^  churched''*  and  twice  ^^  dtf- 
owned^^^  without  ever  having  been  charged  with  an  immoral  action,  or 
even  heterodoxy  in  faith.  I  have  thought  that  no  religions  Society  had 
any  right  to  disown  its  members  for  anv  act  that  does  not  violate  the 
teachings  of  the  Decalogue.  I  Uiink  the  Jay  will  come  when  the  narrow 
and  illiberal  policy  of  professing  Christendom,  as  at  this  time  carried  oat 
in  most  of  the  Churches,  will  be  looked  upon  in  much  the  same  light  as  we 
look  upon  those  poor  deluded  bigots  who  lighted  martyr  fires  in  the  dark 
ages.  Nor  is  the  difference  between  some  of  the  acts  of  those  ages  and 
the  popular  teachings  of  the  present  so  wide  as  many  are  apt  to  suppose! 
That  spirit  which  will  burn  books — and  1  have  known  it  done  more  than 
once — because  they  teach,  or  are  supposed  to  teach,  heresy  in  doctrine, 
would  scorch  the  author  a  little  if  it  had  a  fair  chance.  But  a  better 
time  is  coming ;  and  when  those  of  that  brighter  age  shall  read  the  history 
of  this,  they  will  recognize  your  organization  &s  one  of  the  brightest 
among  that  cluster  of  stars  which  has  appeared  to  guide  those  who  will 
be  truly  wise  to  the  place  where  the  young  child  of  purity,  truth,  and 
freedom  may  be  found.  Uemrt  Ouajuju. 

FROM  D.  VINES. 

Westfield,  Fayette  Co.,  Iowa,  26th  4th  Month,  1856.  * 
It  would  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  meet  with  you,  and  take  sweet 
counsel  in  regard  to  the  redemption  of  suffering  'humanity.  I  have  for 
some  years  ceased  to  look  to  the  Church  for  the  salvation  of  the  race. 
Emphatically,  the  Church  is  dead.  We  must  look  lo  other  sources  for  the 
deliverance  of  the  world.  The  inebriate  must  be  raise<l  from  the  gutter, 
the  licentious  must  be  reclaimed,  the  bondman  must  go  free,  and  sectarian 
intolerance  must  be  destroyed.  If  this  cannot  be  done  4n  the  Church,  it 
must  be  done  out  of  it.  I  hope  that  your  meeting  will  be  largely  attended, 
and  that  the  spirit  of  kindness,  of  piety,  of  brotherly  affection — the  spirit 
of  the  Lord — will  be  with  you  in  all  your  counsels  and  labors  of  love.- 

D.  Vines. 

FROM  J08IAH  BOND. 

PiULADELPniA,  Fifth  month,  16th,  1856. 
It  would  give  me  much  pleasure  to  mingle  with  you  in  your  gathering 
this  year,  but  I  shall  not  be  able  to  do  so.  While  your  meeting  is  going 
on,  my  heart  will  aspire  to  our  Heavenly  Father,  craving  His  blessing  for 
myself  and  for  you,  that  you  may  be  enabled  to  conduct  your  sublime 
enterprise  in  that  meek  and  peaceful  spirit  which  dwelt  in  the  meek  and  holy 
Jesus.    Stand  fast  in  the  liberty  wherewith  the  truth  has  made  you  free. 

JosiAH  Bond. 


FROH  LUOY  STONE. 

Cincinnati,  April  16th,  1856. 
It  will  not  be  possible  for  me  to  attend  the  ''  Yearly  Meeting  of  Pro- 
gressive Friends."    3ut -ray  good  will  and  wishes  are  surely  with  the  true 
progressives.  Very  truly,  &c.,  Lucy  Stone, 
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THE  CONFERENCE  OF  1853. 


Turn  PBrxBTLTAMU  TiAmLT  MiKTcro  or  PROORnsirv  Fubsm  vm  orgiaiied 
bj  a  Religious  Gonferenoe,  held  in  1858.  In  compliance  with  a  viah  exprewcd 
bj  eoina  firiends,  and  in  order  that  those  hitherto  unaoqnaioted  with  the 
ttOTament  may  see  the  catholic  sprit  and  world-wide  purposes  in  which  it 
originated,  the  Call  of  that  Conference  is  inserted  herci 

CkU/or  a  OeMToi  Beligiau*  Conference,  with  a  viem  to  the  ettMi^mtni  of  a 
T^arfy  Meeting  in  Pefmeyfwmia. 

Th«  TMions  rcltgtoQS  denamltmtloM  In  tlie  land  ar«  arrajed  a^lnst  thff  pi ogmrire  spirit 
ef  the  age,  and  hj  their  rwj  structiira,  aaanmpUoii5  and  rogulatlnnii,  cannot  oocnpy  a  eiM<|«n- 
ttre  position,  bec«ane  they  Impnee  teVtn  opon  ft-eed(»m  of  ffpreeb  and  of  ooiuicl«-nce,  hj  rrqidr* 
tog  a  slavish  oonfbrmlty  in  inati«ra  nf  abstract  fiUth  and  ai*ctarlan  diwiidtoe.  Thb  li«  M  tsd 
la  leading  to  (•xtensfve  secvfalons  from  such  tvgnnizatlona,  in  all  parta  of  the  eountrjr,  tearing 
iba  seoeders  generally  in  a  scattered  and  twilaled  c<>ndiilf»n.  t\lMiee  taleota,  Inflaence  and  mesos 
might  be  profitably  concentrated  for  the  advanoeinont  of  ibe  worldenibraoinc  canae  of  ilanaa 
Brotherhood,  and  who  are  yearning  for  aoine  furin  uf  associatiun  at  once  aiini*le,  Ave  »Bd  st- 
traetlve. 

The  abuse  of  a  good  thing  is  not  a  rttann  for  Its  otter  rejectlcm ;  and  organization.  U  I^Mif 
eonsIdere<l,  Is  not  only  pro^fr,  but  may  be  rfndeH*d  |io«rerfnlly  efBcadons  Ha  an  Infitrameat  in 
the  band  (if  Reform,  Mthfiiit  Impnirlns  the  liberty,  deti acting  from  ihe  independence,  or  limit* 
Ing  the  conscience  of  any  Individual :  though  fh>m  the.natnre  of  things  Iia  |ierpeti*ati«4i  is  not  to 
be  expected  nr  desired,  but  It  U  at  all  times  to  be  regarded  as  a  means  to  aa  end,  and  to  be 
discarded  whenever  It  bcci^mes  an  impedlmont  to  the  progress  tif  trutli. 

The  Society  of  Friends  has  l>ecn  a  theatre  of  agitation  fur  years,  growing  out  ef  eccl««iaMkaI 
domination  on  the  one  band,  and  the  demand  f*ir  practical  righte<>n>ne^  «>n  Uie  other;  a  doml- 
•atlon  entirely  at  Carlance  with  the  spirit  of  primitive  Quakerbm,  eeeking  to  soppreas  frw 
thought  and  to  exclude  fWim  membersliip  those  «  hose  Ilvoit  are  without  bit- nil>h,  wbuSA  exam- 
ple In  word  and  deed  In  as  a  burning  and  sidning  light,  and  who  are  seeking  tu  know  and  do 
the  will  of  OikI  at  whatever  sacrifice ;  a  domination  which  has  bt^en  deemed  ao  In  tolerable,  that 
In  the  States  of  Nete  Torlr^  Ohio  and  Michigan^  Yearly  Meetings  have  been  firmed,  tvo  of 
which  have  taken  the  name  of  Cokomkoational  FsixitDS.  and  two  others  thai  of  PitooaBS- 
rrs  Fbisxdb.  and  which  invite  to  menibertihlp  ''all  timfo  who  look  to  God  as  aUnh-erssI 
Father,  and  who  regard  as  one  firotlierh<*od  'he  whole  family  of  man.^ 

In  view  of  foct6  like  these,  and  believing  theie  is  an  extensive  preparation  of  mind  for 
•ueh  a  movement,  wo  cordially  invite  not  only  the  memlien  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  but  all 
those  who  feel  the  want  of  Social  and  relitrlouA  oo-operatinn,  and  believe  that  a  Society  may  be 
formed,  recrgnlzing  tiie  Progretteivs  EUmtft  which  will  divorce  Kellglun  ft-om  TVcAnieol 
Theology^Ui  meet  witli  tia  in  Gkksral  Confkrknor  at  FhendM*  meeting-house,  at  Old  Kes- 
•ett,  In  Chester  County,  Pennsylvania,  on  Flret  day,  the  92d  of  Fifth  nv.intii,  1S58,  to  delib«TBt« 
epon  8nch  plan  itf  orgnnlzatlon  as  may  c«)mmencl  Itself  to  the  Judgment  of  those  assembled,  and 
to  take  action  upon  such  otiier  suhject»  pertaining  to  Human  Duty  and  Wt  Ifare,  as  may  appear 
to  demand  the  attention  of  the  as^embly. 


Amo*  Pkb^tom, 
Jonathan  Lambobk, 
Moses  Pkicnook, 
Mart. I.  Prnnoctc, 
Bknjamin  Py  r, 
Ea-rnsK  IIavks, 
Casts  aa  IUkwat, 

SUMNXa  STXBBIZrti, 

Hannah  Cox, 
Jessb  Pbmiock, 


TnAMAziw  MBRRorra, 
Isaac  Mbnpbniiall, 
PiNAii  Mkndkmiall, 
ViNOBNT  Barnard, 
Brmjamin  Krxt, 

1'llf»HA8  BORTON, 
BRtri.An  BORTOK, 

Bartudlomkw  KtraaKLL, 
RxBBTCA  FusaxLL, 
Akk  Goatrs 


UANNAn  M.  Darunotoit,   Jamhi  Fulton, 


OuVBB'IonNHON^ 

Jamba  Mrbrditu, 
Sabah  B.  I>uoi>alr, 
William  Barnapd^ 
JoeBPn  A.  DuoDAU^ 
RtrrR  DvooALR, 
EusBBina  Babnabd, 

bAAO  MXBKDirH, 


Ann  FiTiTov. 
Enoch  S.  1'  wxrM, 
Enoch  L  Tatlor, 
AucB  F.  Hamblkton, 
Jambs  Truman, 
Mary  A.  Tbuman, 
Simon  Babnabd, 
Sabau  D.  Barmabd, 
Henrietta  W.  Johmbon. 


J  A  MRS  Patkteb, 
Earn  KB  Moobb. 
Ebrnrzrr  James, 

RkBROTA  I*    FVBKXLt, 
Epiiraim  WllAO.V, 
Gr«>kor  Cuai'man, 
Richard  'Iannrt, 
Gyrus  M  Burlbiou, 
Bobkut  Purvis, 
Harriet  Purvis, 
Eluaii  F.  Pbxntpaokei, 
Jacoi*  L.  Pax'mjn, 
Barclay  Ivins. 
Fannix  SoiionsLD, 
Maiilon  B.  Linton, 
Thomas  Oarrbtt,    . 
Edward  Wkbb, 
WilliamWkbb, 
Rowland  Johnson, 
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On  Firet-day,  the  llih  of  Fifth  month,  1857,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M., 
The  Psnnstlvania.  Yearly  Mebtiko  of  Progbbssiys  Friends  as- 
sembled in  the  Longwood  meeting-houae,  near  Hamorton,  Chester 
County,  A  very  large  concourse  of  people  was  present — larger  than 
in  any  former  year — filling  the  house  to  its  utmost  capacity,  while 
hundreds  who  desired  to  enter  were  excluded  for  lack  of  room. 

Sarah  B.  Duodale  made  some  impressive  remarks,  suggested  by 
the  circumstances  under  which  the  Meeting  had  convened,  and  urging 
upon  all  the  importance  of  being  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  every 
duty. 

Joseph  A.  Duodale  supplicated  the  Divine  blessing  and  guidance, 
after  which  the  Call  of  the  Meeting  was  read,  as  follows : 

PENNSYLVANIA     EARLY  MEETING  OP  PROGRESSIVE  FRIENDS. 

The  undersigned,  a  Committee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  hereby  give 
notiee,  that  the  Fifth  Yearly  Meehtino  of  the  Pboqressive  Friends  of  Penn- 
BTLVANiA  will  convene  in  the  Longwood  meeting-house,  Chester  County,  on 
FIRST  DAY,  the  ITth  of  Fifth  month,  1867,  at  10  o'clock,  a.  jl,  and  continue 
its  seadons,  prohably,  for  three  snccessive  days. 

The  distinguishlDg  peculiarity  of  this  Religious  Society  is,  that,  not  being 
founded  upon  a  creed,  it  invites  the  co-operation  of  every  friend  of  Truth,  Hu- 
manity, and  Progress,  without  regard  to  sectarian  or  theological  distinctions. 
The  rights  of  those  who  come  into  our  assemblies  are  graduated  by  no  differences 
of  sex,  nationality,  or  complexion.  We  have  no  order  of  priests  or  ministers, 
lifted  above  their  brethren,  to  address  us  in  a  voice  of  authority,  to  define  the 
boandaries  of  thought,  and  interpret  for  us  the  will  of  God.  Free  discussion 
has  for  us  no  terrors.  We  say  with  Milton,  '*  Though  all  the  winds  of  doctrine 
be  let  loose  to  play  upon  the  earth,  so  Truth  be  in  the  field,  we  do  injuriously 
to  doubt  her  strength.  Let  her  and  Falsehood  grapple.  Who  ever  knew 
Truth  put  to  the  worse  by  a  free  and  open  encounter!*' 

We  assemble  ourselves  together,  from  time  to  time,  not  to  wrangle  about  the 
abstruse  dogmas  of  a  dry  and  sapless  theology,  but  for  the  renewal  of  our  spir- 
itaal  strength,  and  to  worship  the  Supbemb  in  the  search  for  living  and  vital 
TRUTH ;  to  inspire  and  promote  the  spirit  of  love  and  good  will  among  man- 
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kind ;  to  confront,  in  a  manly  spirit,  the  great  moral  issues  of  the  tinM ;  to 
testify  against  erery  form  of  oppression  and  popular  wickedness ;  to  invigorate 
eyery  noble  and  generous  impulse  and  every  aspiration  for  purity  and  Tirtue ; 
to  speak  words  of  encouragement,  sympathy,  and  hope  to  the  poor,  the  unfor- 
tunate, and  the  degraded,  and  to  deyise  and  execute  plans  for  their  relief.  We 
accept,  as  expressing  the  spirit  and  purpose  of  our  Association,  these  memorable 
words  of  HuMBouyr :  '*  The  one  idea,  which  history  exhibits  as  eyermore  deve- 
loping itself  into  greater  distinctness,  is  the  idea  of  HUifAicrrT — ^the  noble  endea- 
vor to  throw  down  all  barriers  erected  between  men  by  prejudice  and  one- 
sided views ;  and,  by  setting  aside  the  distinctions  of  religion,  country,  and 
color,  to  treat  the  whole  human  race  as  one  brotheihood,  having  one  great 
object,  the  free  development  of  our  spiritual  nature." 

To  all  whose  hearts  incline  them  to  co-operate  with  us,  in  this  spirit  and 
for  these  objects,  we  extend  a  cordial  and  earnest  invitation  to  meet  with  us  at 
the  time  and  place  above  named. 


JoeSPH  A.   DUGDALK, 

Outer  Johnson, 
H.  M.  Darlinqton, 
WnjJAM  Barnard, 
John  6.  Jackson, 
Lizsnt  MoFarlan, 
Hannah  Pxnnook, 
Dinah  Mendbnhall. 
Sarah  M.  Barnard, 
Rachel  Wilson, 


RuHANET  Wat, 
Thomas  Garrett, 
Isaac  Mendbnhall, 

PmLXNA  HXALD, 
RlTTH  DUODALE, 

Franklin  Darlington, 
JosiAH  Wilson. 

SUBAITNA  p.  ChAVBKRS, 

Sarah  A.  Entriken, 
Aqnm  Sanders. 


The  following  hymn  was  read 
aung  by  a  few  friends  : 
L 

Watchman  !  tell  ua  of  the  night. 

What  itM  signa  of  promise  are. 
Traveller !  o*er  yon  mountain  height, 

See  that  glory-beaming  star. 
Watchman  I  doea  its  beaatooua  ray 

Aught  of  hope  or  Joy  foretell  ? 
Traveller  I  yes ;  it  brings  Uie  day, 

Promised  day  of  Israel. 

IL 
Watchman  I  tell  as  of  the  night. 

Higher  yet  that  star  ascends. 
Trareller  I  blessedness  and  light, 

Peace  and  troth  its  course  portends! 


by  William  Lloyd  Garrison,  and 


Watchman  t  will  its  beams  alone 
Gild  the  apot  that  gare  them  birth  ? 

TrsTcller  I  ages  are  its  own, 
See,  it  bursts  o*er  all  the  earth. 

UI. 
Watchman !  tell  us  of  the  night. 

For  the  morning  seems  to  dawn. 
TraTeller  I  darkness  takes  its  flight. 

Doubt  and  terror  are  withdrawn. 
Watchman  I  let  thy  waadeiiaga  cessei 

Hie  thee  to  thy  quiet  home. 
Traveller  I  lol  the  Prince  of  Peace, 

Lo  I  the  Son  of  God  ii  Oome. 


WiLLUM  Llotd  Garrison,  of  Boston,  after  reading  an  appropriate 
selection  from  the  Scriptures,  addressed  the  Meeting  at  considerable 
length  and  with  much  earnestness,  fearlessly  exposing  the  spariousness 
of  the  popular  Christianity,  and  showing  the  need  of  a  religion  which, 
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matMd  of  expending  itself  in  elaborating  theological  systems  and  enfor- 
dag  the  obeenrance  of  rites  and  ceremonies,  shall  exhibit  its  power  and 
attest  its  worth  in  works  of  practical  righteousness,  in  breaking  the 
chains  of  the  oppressed,  and  in  an  uncompromising  opposition  to  sin 
in  all  its  forms  and  under  all  disguises. 

Josspp  A.  DuoDAUB  spoke  briefly,  and  was  followed  by  Lucrbtta 
MeiT,  who  impressively  admonished  Progressive  Friends  of  the  danger 
of  filing  into  a  dead  conservatism  and  resting  in  a  prescribed  routine, 
instead  of  going  ever  forward  and  upward  in  the  search  for  living  and 
vital  truth. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

An  hour  befi^re  the  time  to  which  the  Meeting  adjourned,  the  house 
being  crowded  in  every  part,  it  was  voted  to  proceed  to  business.  The 
Meeting  was  addressed  by  Olxveb  Johnson,  William  Barnard,  Euse- 
BIDS  Barnard,  and  Wii.  H.  Hoisinoton.  The  last,  having  been  for 
many  years  a  Presbyterian  preacher,  and  entirely  blind,  gave  an  inter- 
esting account  of  his  progress  from  the  bondage  of  sectarianism  into 
the  light  and  liberty  of  the  religion  taught  and  exemplified  by  Jesus 
of  Nazareth.. 

Letters,  expressing  an  earnest  interest  in  the  movement  of  Pro- 
gressive Friends,  and  conveying  sentiments  of  fraternal  affection,  were 
received  from  the  following  persons : 

A.  D.  Mato,  Thomas  J.  Mumford, 

Samuel  Johnson,  James  Freeman  Clarke, 

D.  A.  Wasson,  Antoinette  L.  Brown  Blackwell, 

'Francis  Jackson,  Charles  K  Whipple, 

William  H.  Fish,  Joshua  R.  Giddings, 

M0NCUB9  D*  Conway,  Samuel  J.  Mat, 

Henbt  Charles,  Richard  Bushnbll, 

Bamubl  Mat,  Jr.,  Joslah  Bond, 

Daniel  S.  Whitnet,  John  Danvant, 

Ann  Euza  Lee  Robt,  Clothbr  Gifford. 

Cheered  by  the  sympathy  and  cooperation  of  these  friends  of  reli- 
gious flreedoni  and  progress,  the  Meeting  directed  the  Clerks  to  forward 
to  each  of  them  a  copy  of  its  Proceedings.  The  letters  were  referred 
to  the  Revising  Committee,  to  be  published,  in  full  or  in  part,  as  they 
may  deem  best.  ^ 
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Epistles  were  received  from  the  North  Collins  (N.  Y.)  and  Michigan 
Yearly  Meetings  of  Friends  of  Human  Progress.  These  coramunica- 
tions  breathed  a  fraternal  and  hopeful  spirit,  which  made  them  pecu- 
liarly welcome.  They  afforded  evidence,  moreover,  of  the  progress  of 
religious  and  social  reform  in  the  regions  whence  they  came.  Joskph 
A.  DuQDALE,  William  Barnard,  Henrietta  W.  Johnson,  Bartholo- 
mew FussELL,  Philbna  Hbald  and  Rebecca  Fdssell  were  appointed 
to  prepare  replies. 

From  the  Ohio  and  the  Waterloo  Yearly  Meetings  no  communica- 
tion was  received. 

The  Meeting  was  addressed  at  considerable  length  by  Wiluam 
Llotd  Garrison,  who  brought  the  popular  religion  of  the  day  to  the 
test  of  absolute  truth,  showing  how  it  is  leagued  for  the  defence  of 
popular  wickedness,  and  exhorting  Progressive  Friends  to  testify  against 
it  both  by  precept  and  example. 

Enoch  S.  Wells  defended  the  orthodox  theology,  but  expressed 
his  concurrence  with  Progressive  Friends  in  their  views  of  Anti-Slavery, 
Teiijperance  and  other  reforms. 

Thomas  Whitson  addressed  the  Meeting  briefly  in  reply  to  the 
previous  speaker. 

Wm.  Barnard,  Dinah  Mendenhall,  Enoch  P.  Wickersham, 
Sarah  Marsh  Barnard,  Rowlakd  Johnson  and  Josiah  Wilson 
were  appointed  a  CJommittee  to  settle  with  the  Treasurer,  report  the 
state  of  the  finances,  and  nominate  a  Treasurer  for  the  ensuing  year. 
They  were  also  requested  to  nominate  Clerks  to  serve  the  Meeting 
for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  following  persons  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  prepare  Tes- 
timonies on  various  subjects  of  Reform  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Meeting : — Wm.  Lloyd  Garrison,  Stephen  Archer,  Oliver  Johnson, 
Mary  L.  Barnard,  John  G.  Jackson,  Rowland  Johnson,  Joseph 
Carpenter,  Henrietta  W.  Johnson,  Wm.  H.  Hoisinqton,  Sarah 
Miller,  William  Lloyd,  Henry  M.  Smith,  Miriam  Chappell, 
Thomas  Garrett,  Martha  Wilson,  Benjamin  Kent,  Thomas  Whit- 
son, Eusebius  Barnard,  William  Logan  Fisher,  Jane  Lawton, 
Myra  Townsbnd,  Mary  C.  Thorn,  Dinah  Mendenhall,  Eliza  Ao- 
NEW,  Agnes  Sanders,  Joseph  A.  Duodale,  Mary  P.  Wilson,  Wil- 
liam Barnard,  John  Cox. 

The  crowd  of  people  who  could  not  find  room  in  the  meeting-house 
was  addressed  by  William  Lloyd  Garrison,  Rowland  Johnson, 
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William  H.  Hoisiwgton,  and  Wm.  Llotd,  whose  remarks  were  lis- 
tened to  with  deep  interest  and  pleasure.  The  perfect  decorum  ex- 
hibited by  this  large  assembly  in  the  open  air  evinced  an  intelligence 
and  self-respect  which  leads  us  to  hope  that  the  truth  was  not  spoken 
in  Tain. 


SECOND  DAY— MORNING  SESSION. 

Rowland  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  nomination  of 
Clerks,  submitted  a  Report,  recommending  the  appointment  of  Oliver 
Johnson,  Joseph  A.  Duodalb,  and  Ruhaney  Wat.  The  recommen- 
dation was  approved,  and  they  were  appointed  accordingly.  Ruhaney 
Way  declining  to  serve,  the  Committee  were  requested  to  nominate  a 
suitable  person  to  fill  the  vacancy,  Henrietia  W.  Johnson  being  ap- 
pointed "pro  tern. 

Eusebius  Barnard  proposed  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  to 
make  arrangements  for  holding  meetings  in  dififerent  places,  as  way 
may  open,  to  advance  the  Testimonies  of  this  Religious  Society,  espe- 
cially those  in  relation  to  Slavery  and  Intemperance.  This  proposition 
elicited  an  earnest  and  deeply  interesting  discussion,  in  the  course  of 
which  many  cheering  facts  were  presented,  showing  that  a  wide  field  of 
usefulness  is  opened  to  Progressive  Friends.  It  appeared  that,  in  vari- 
ous places,  widely  distant  from  each  other,  the  people  were  prepared  to 
receive  our  Testimonies,  while  ou  every  hand  there  was  pressing  need 
that  they  should  be  promulgated.  The  duty  of  the  Association  to 
difiuse  as  widely  as  possible,  by  all  appropriate  and  rightful  instrumen- 
talities, a  knowledge  of  the  great  truths  it  was  organized  to  promote, 
was  dwelt  upon  with  much  earnestness.  The  discussion  embraced  the 
question  as  to  the  propriety  and  duty  of  extending  pecuniary  help  to 
rightly  qualified  laborers,  who  might  be  unable  to  go  forth  without  the 
aid  and  encouragement  of  their  brethren.  Some  were  of  the  opinion, 
that  there  was  no  well-founded  objection,  on  the  score  of  principle,  to 
the  employment  of  such  laborers,  upon  the  plan  adopted  by  Anti- 
Slavery  Societies  and  other  philanthropic  bodies  ;  while  others  earnestly 
protested  against  such  a  measure  as  tending  to  establish  a  '*  hireling 
ministry."  In  this  discussion  the  following  persons  participated,  viz. : 
WiLUAM  Barnard,  W,  H.  Hoibington,  Rowland  Johnson,  Wm. 
Lloyd  Garrison,  Oliver  Johnson,  Wiluam  Lloyd,  Bartholomew 
Fussell,  Wm.  Looan  Fishbb,  Ephraim  Wilson. 
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AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

Tbe  discussion  on  the  proposition  introduced  in  the  morning  by 
EusEBius  Barnard  was  resumed  and  continued  for  some  time,  in  a 
fraternal  spirit.  In  spite  of  all  differences  as  to  means  and  methods^ 
there  was  essential  harmony  as  to  the  object  sought  to  be  accomplish- 
ed. The  following  friends  participated  in  the  discussion,  riz :  Wiluam 
Barnard,  Thomas  Whitson,  Rowland  Johnson,  Bartholomew 
FussELL,  Wm.  Logan  Fisher,  Lucrbtia  Mott,  W.  H.  Hoisinotok, 
Simpson  Preston,  Wm.  Lloyd  Garrison,  Thomas  Worrell,  Ouveb 
Johnson,  Charles  Hamblbton,  Wm.  Llotd,  Thomas  Hambleton, 
Stephen  Archer.  The  proposition  was  unanimously  agreed  to,  and 
Thomas  Whitson,  Dinah  Mendenhall,  and  Thomas  Garrett  were 
requested  to  nominate  the  Committee  provided  for  therein.  Upon 
their  nomination  the  Committee*  was  constituted  as  follows,  viz : 

Joseph  A  Dugdalk, Hamorton,  Chester  Co.,  Pa. 

RowLAKD  Johnson, Box  2,427,  New  York  City  Post-office. 

Babtholohew  Fubskll,.  . .  KimbertoD,  Chester  Co.,  Pa. 

OuYER  Johnson, 188  Nassan  Street,  New  York  City. 

Thomas  Hamblston Rusaellville,  Chester  Co.,  Pa. 

WiLLLAM  Llotd. Newtown,  Backs  Co.,  Pa. 

Wiluam  U.  IIoisington,.  .  West  Williamsfield,  Ashtabula  Co.,  Obia 

William  Barnard Marlborough,  Chester  Co.,  Pa. 

Ruth  Duqdalb, Hamorton,  Chester  Co.,  Pa, 

Dinah  Mendenhall, Hamorton,  Chester  Co.,  Pa. 

EusEBiua  Barnard, Parkerville,  Chester  Co.,  Pa. 

Ruhakbt  Wat Hamorton,  Chester  Ca,  Pa. 

Thomas  Worrell,.  ......  LoveviUe,  Delaware. 

John  G.  Jackson, Box  299,  Wilmington,  Delaware. 

Esther  Hates, Kennett  Square,  Chester  Co.,  Pa. 

Thomas  Garrett, Wilmington,  Delaware. 

Stephen  Archer, Dobb's  Ferry,  New  York. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  settle  with  the  Treasurer  submitted  a 
Report,  showing  the  receipts  of  the  past  year  to  amount  to  $282  31, 
and  the  expenditures  to  $283  00  ;  leaving  a  balance  due  the  Treasurer 
of  09  cents.    The  Committee  also  recommended  the  appointment  of 

*  Persons  who  desire  the  advice  or  aid  of  this  Committee  in  holding  meet- 
ings, may  address  any  member  thereof  by  mail ;  and  it  is  requested  that  ^* 
counts  of  all  progressive  religious  meetings,  held  in  accordance  with  the  plan 
here  proposed,  be  forwarded  to  Joseph  A.  Duqdalb,  Hamorton,  Chester  Ceinity, 
Pa.,  for  the  information  of  the  Yearly  Meeting. 
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Ibaac  Mendknhall  as  Treasurer.  The  Eeport  was  accepted  and  the 
appointment  made  accordingly.  The  Meeting  then  proceeded  to  take 
contributions  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  current  year.  The  amount 
of  payments  and  subscriptions  was  3^211  23. 

The  Committee  on  Clerks  nominated  Henrietta.  W.  Johnson  to 
fi]l  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Ruhanet  Wat,  and  she 
was  appointed  accordingly. 

TETIRD  DAY— MORNING  SESSION. 

John  G  Jackson,  from  the  Committee  on  Spiritualism,  appointed 
last  year,  submitted  a  Report  on  that  subject,  which  led  to  an  animated 
discasdion,  in  which  the  following  persons  took  part,  viz. :  Wm.  H. 
HoTSXNGToN,  Henrt  Carter,  John  G.  Jackson,  William  Logan 
Fisher,  Ephraim  Wilson,  Bartholomew  Fussbll,  Wm.  Lloyd 
Garrison,  Thomas  Whitson,  Stephen  Archer  (of  Dobb's  Ferry, 
N.  Y.),  Mary  Anne  W.  Johnson,  Wm.  B.  Elliott,  Peter  Wilson, 
William  Barnard,  Jobiah  Wilson,  Levi  Coates,  Rowland  John- 
son, LuoRETiA  MoTT.  The  Report,  which  neither  endorsed  nor  con- 
demned Spiritualism,  but  commended  the  subject  to  the  candid  and 
thorough  examination  of  the  friends  of  truth  and  progress,  was  adopted 
by  a  majority  of  more  than  two-thirds  of  those  who  roted. 

Joseph  A.  Duodale,  from  the  Committee  on  Education,  appointed 
last  year,  submitted  the  following  Report,  which,  after  brief  remarks  by 
William  Lloyd,  Isaac  Mendenhall,  Lucrbtia  Mott,  Thomas 
Hambleton,  Oliver  Johnson  and  Joseph  A.  Dugdale,  was  adopted. 

REPORT  ON  EDUCATION. 

The  Committee,  appointed  at  last  Yearly  Meeting,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
subject  of  Education,  agree  that  an  Institution,  in  wbioh  shall  be  taught  the 
higher  branches  of  a  liberal  education,  is  much  needed  in  this  vicinitj. 

The  Committee,  in  reply  to  the  questions  of  last  year,  submit,  that  in  their 
opinion — • 

Istw  A  School  graded  in  connection  with  the  Public  School  System  of  the 
State  is  not  expedient,  because  of  the  varying  political  influences  to  which 
Public  Schools  are  subject.  It  would  be  almost  impossible  to  maintain  that 
stability  of  character  essential  to  the  continued  prosperity  of  such  an  Institu- 
tion. A  school  established  on  an  independent  basis,  by  donation  and  sub- 
scription, would  be  the  most  desirable  plan  of  organization. 

2d.  The  sejtes  should  be  classed  together,  with  equal  advantages,  accord- 
ing to  their  acquirements. 

Sd.  The  eooirse  of  instruction  should  include  a  Preparatory  Department,  in 
which  would  be  taught  the  elementary  branches  of  an  English  education ; 
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higher  datftee,  to  include  a  Ck>]legiate  course  of  instraotion  and  the  applieatKm 
of  chemistry  and  philosophy  to  the  practical  purposes  of  life. 

4th.  Grounds  should  be  connected  with  the  School  sufficient  for  hortaenl- 
tural  purposes  aild  gymnastic  exercises. 

5th.  Teachers  of  the  highest  ability  should  be  secured  by  liberal  eompen- 
•aUon. 

6th.  The  Committee  would  r^pond  to  the  6th  question  in  general  terms, 
that  age  of  commencement,  time  spent  in  school,  d^c,  depends  in  a  measure 
upon  the  organization  of  the  pupil,  and  should  always  be  balanced  by  physical 
exercise  sufficient  to  ensure  health. 

We  regard  the  subject  as  one  of  the  highest  interest  to  the  welfare  of  the 
community.  **•  Giye  me  a  larger  eye,"  says  the  astronomer,  "  and  I  will  rereal 
to  you  another  rank  of  worlds  marshalled  behind  those  shining  boats  you  now 
behold.  Rear,  therefore,  stronger  minds,  and  they  will  lift  up  tha  raoe  to 
sublime  heights  of  dignity  and  power.  In  this  way  we  shall  obtain  thoaght- 
produoing  instead  of  thought-reflecting  men.**  We  fear  very  few  of  us  are 
enough  impressed  with  the  importance  of  this  subject.  We  hope  we  may  be 
awakened  to  it 

This  Committee  was  continued  for  further  service.  It  consists  of 
the  following  persons,  viz, :  Joseph  A.  Dugdale,  Hannah  M.  Dar- 
lington, Jacob  W.  Harvey,  Josiah  Wilson,  Samuel  J.  May, 
William  Shield,  Agnes  Sanders,  Susanna  P.  Chambers,  Rachel 
Anna  Lamborn,  Alice  Jackson,  M.  D.  Conway,  MarthI  L  Bar- 
nard, Samuel  Myers,  Philena  Heald,  Elizabeth  Jackson,  Maru 
AoNEW,  Isaac  Mendenhall,  Lea  Pusey,  Aaron  Mendenhall, 

From  the  Committee,  appointed  last  year,  **  On  Limiting  the  Acqui- 
sition of  Property,"  no  Report  was  received. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

A  few  friends  united  in  singing  the  following  song : 
L  in. 

Now  to  Hesven  our  prayor  aeoendlng,  PsUrat,  firm,  and  persevering; 

God  speed  the  Klglit  I  God  8pM»d  the  Eight  1 

In  a  noble  cause  contending,  Ne'er  the  event  nor  danger  IWtring; 

God  speed  the  Right  I  Ood  speed  the  Bight  I 

Be  oar  seal  In  heaven  recorded,  Pains,  nor  tolls,  nor  trials  heeding. 

With  socceet  on  earth  rewarded.  And  in  Heaven's  own  strength  saooeedlDg, 

God  speed  the  Right  I  God  speed  the  Bight  I 

IL  IV. 

Be  that  jmiyer  again  repeated,  StIU  their  onward  coarse  pmsning, 

God  speed  the  Bight  I  God  speed  the  Bight  t 

Ne'er  despairing,  though  defeated,  Svery  foe  at  length  snbdolng, 

God  speed  the  Bight  I  God  speed  the  Bl^t! 

Like  the  good  and  great  in  story,  Truth  our  canse,  whatever  delay  it, 

If  we  hiU  v«  fl^ll  «'ith  glory.  There's  no  power  on  earth  can  stay  ft, 

God  speed  the  Bight!  God  speed  the  Bight  I 
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William  Llotd  Garrison,  from  the  Ck>inmTttee  appointed  for 
that  purpose,  submitted  Testimonies  on  Slavery,  War,  Capital  Pun- 
ishment, Temperance,  Tobacco,  and  the  Coequality  of  Woman,  which 
were  considered  separately  and  adopted.  The  Testimony  on  Slavery 
was  discussed  by  John  G.  Jackson,  Wm.  Looan  Fisher,  George 
Lawton  (of  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.),  Thomas  Whitson,  Simon  Barnard, 
Wm.  H.  Hoisinoton,  Eusebivs  Baknard,  Wm.  Llotd  Garrison, 
Henry  Carter,  and  Levi  Coatss.  That  upon  War  elicited  remarks 
from  John  G.  Jackson,  Wm.  Llotd  Garrison,  William  Barnard, 
Ruth  Dugdalb,  and  George  Lawton.  Remarks  on  the  subject  of 
Capital  Punishment  were  offered  by  W.  H.  Hoisinoton,  Oliver  John* 
SON,  and  Wm.  IjLotd  Garrison.  The  question  of  Temperance  elicited 
brief  observations  from  Levi  Coates  and  Wm.  Llotd  Garrison.  Ok» 
the  subject  of  Tobacco,  Eusbbius  Barnard  spoke  earnestly,  entreating: 
those  addicted  to  this  form  of  intemperance  to  ^  touch  not,  taste  not,, 
handle  not,  the  unclean  thing,"  and  encouraging  them  by  referring  to  his 
own  experience  as  one  who,  after  using  the  weed  for  upwards  of  thirty 
years,  had  been  enabled  to  overcome  the  evil  habit  He  also  entreated 
parents  to  guard  their  children  from  contamination  in  this  respect 

WiLUAM  Logan  Fisher  presented  the  following  Memorial,  which 
was  heartily  adopted. 

To  Jahis  Bucdawan,  Prendent  of  the  United  Stafeg, 

The  Yearly  Meeting  of  the  Religious  Society  of  Progressive  Friends,  assem- 
bled at  LoDgwood,  in  Chester  County,  Pennsylvania,  desires  respectfully  to 
remind  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  unhappy  situation  of  many  of 
the  Indian  Trihes  within  our  borders.  He  cannot  be  ignorant  of  the  outrages 
BO  long  heaped  upon  them,  not  only  in  times  of  war,  iut  in  times  of  peace,  so 
that  it  may  not  be  easy  to  decide  whether  they  have  suffered  most  by  the 
assumed  friendship  or  the  open  enmity  of  the  white  man.  That  the  difficulties 
with  the  Indians  admit  of  a  peaceful  termination,  through  the  agency  of  honest 
and  upright  men,  is  not  a  matter  of  doubt  The  experiments  made  in  Rhode 
Uand,  under  the  influence  of  Governor  Coddington,  proved  conclusively  that 
peaceful  relations  may  be  maintained  with  the  aboriginal  inhabitants  of  this 
land  by  mOd  and  benevolent  means;  and  so  long  as  the  same  beneficent  course 
was  pursued  in  Pennsylrania,  the  same  results  followed,  while  by  a  differeoi 
policy  in  the  neighboring  Colonies  desolation  and  bloodshed  reigned  around.. 

The  Indians  have  suffered  by  trespass  on  their  lands,  by  the  frauds  ef 
agents  and  needy  adventurers,  and  by  contumely  and  neglect  Now  we  ear- 
nestly, but  respectfully  ask  of  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  his  active  and 
efficient  interference,  in  so  far  controlling  the  administration  of  In^an  affaira 
aa  to  insure  to  them  that  equal  justice  which  alone  will  entitle  the  nation  to 
aak  justice  of  them  in  return.    We  ask  this  in  the  name  of  suffering  humanity 
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JosBPH  A.  DuGDALE,  from  the  Committee  on  that  subject,  reported 
a  General  EpisUe,  which  was  adopted  and  directed  to  be  signed  by  the 
Clerks  and  forwarded  to  the  Ohio,  Michigan,  Waterloo  and  North 
Collins  Yearlj  Meetings  of  Friends  of  Human  Progresa,  and  to  any 
other  similar  bodies  of  which  they  may  have  knowledge. 

The  following  friends  were  appointed  to  assist  the  Clerks  in  reTiaing 
and  publishing  the  Proceedings  of  this  Meeting,  and  to  unite  with  them 
in  issuing  the  Call  for  our  next  Annual  Convocation,  yix. :  Wiluam 
Barnard,  Isaao  Mbndknhall,  Jambs  C.  Jackson,  Josiah  Wilsok, 
Amelia  J aokson,  Allbn  Agnew,  Thomas  Whitbon,  Thomas  Garriit, 
Jambs  W.  Qawthbop,  Susanna  P.  Chambers,  Mart  H.  Ektrikbh, 
Rdth  Dugdalb,  John  Agnew,  Eusbbius  Barnard,  Philbna  Hsald, 
Anna  R.  Cox,  Prisoilla  Gawthrop,  Peter  Wilson,  Hbnbt  M. 
Smfth,  Agnes  Sanders,  John  G.  Jaokson,  Mart  P.  Wilson,  £kooh 
P.  Wiokersham,  Samuel  Pennook,  Dinah  Mendenball,  Elba 
Agnew,  Ltdia  Price,  J.  William  Cox. 

Oliver  Johnson  read,  and  a  few  friendt  united  in  singing,  the 
following  hymn : 

Tet  I  we  trust  the  day  is  breaking,  With  the  voice  of  Joy  and  singing, 
JoyM  timet  are  near  at  hand ;  Lot  us  ball  the  dawning  ray ; 

God,  the  mighty  God,  is  speaking  Lo !  the  blessed  d*y-star,  bringing 
By  His  word  in  every  land ;  O'er  the  e«rth  a  glorious  day : 

God  is  speaking—  At  His  rising, 

Dtrltneaa  flies  at  His  command.  Gloom  and  darknees  flee  away. 

As  the  hour  for  closing  the  Meeting  drew  near,  appropriate  and 
impressive  remarks  were  offered  by  William  Lloyd  Garrison,  W.  H. 
HoisiNGTON,  Stephen  Archer  and  William  Barnard. 

Sincerely  grateful  to  the  Divine  Author  of  all  our  mercies  for  the 
delightful  opportunity  we  have  enjoyed  of  conferring  together,  for  three 
successive  days,  upon  subjects  of  the  highest  importance  to  mankind, 
and  rejoicing  in  Uie  spirit  of  kindness  and  good  will,  which,  notwith- 
standing honest  differences  of  opinign,  has  characterized  our  proceed- 
ings, we  separate  with  our  faith  strengthened  in  the  practicability  of 
our  anti-eectarian  movement,  with  hearty  desires  for  one  another^s 
welfare,  and  earnest  aspirations  for  the  universal  prevalence  of  Justice, 
Freedom,  and  Truth. 

OLIVER  JOHNSON, 

HENRIETTA  W.  JOHNSON,  )-  Clerks. 

JOSEPH  A.  DUGDALE, 


■■I 
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I.    SLAVERY. 

Wb  renewedly  record  our  protest  against  i 
chattel  slavery  in  our  land — a  system  wkich  is  I) 
unrestrained  licentiousness,  unparalleled  cruelty, 
wholesale  robbery,  and  every  other  conceivable  crir 
fitly  symbolized  by  the  lash,  the  fetter,  the  thun 
knife,  the  bloodhonnd ;  which  requires  for  its  supj 
the  principles  of  justice  and  humanity,  the  destn 
rights,  the  overthrow  of  all  the  safeguards  of  society 
the  commandments  of  God ;  which  cannot  tolen 
examination,  nor  endure  the  light,  nor  permit  free 
the  press ;  which  inflames  every  passion,  disorders 
mpts  every  heart,  brought  under  its  influence ;  wl 
contains  within  itself  the  elements  of  ruin,  and  is  < 
ing  its  flery  lava  in  every  direction,  defacing  all  thi 
ful,  and  spreading  destruction  in  its  track ;  which  i 
no  palliation,  no  modification ;  and  which,  therefoi 
diately  and  forever  abolished. 

In  view  of  its  growth  and  character,  its  a 
astounding  developments,  its  impiety  toward  God 
man,  we  feel  constrained  to  affirm,  that  whatev< 
found  in  communion  and  fellowship  with  slavehold 
nizes  the  compatibility  of  slaveholding  with  soum 
piety,  or  which  regards  with  aversion  or  indifleren< 
going  on  in  the  land  for  the  utter  extinction  of  slav( 
to  respect  and  confidence,  and  especially  to  Christ 
primitive  meaning  of  the  term  Christianity. 

The  history  of  our  country  shows  that  slavery 
present  colossal  dimensions  through  the  spirit  of  ooi 
and  State.  In  an  evil  hour,  in  order  to  effect  a  coi 
stab  was  given  to  liberty  in  the  formation  of  the 
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tioD,  wherein  provision  wis  made  for  a  slave  oligarchy  in  CongreBe,  for 
the  prosecution  of  the  foreign  slave  trade  for  twenty  years,  for  the  par- 
suit  and  recovery  of  the  (ugiUve  slave  in  every  part  of  the  land,  and 
for  the  suppression  of  domestic  insurrection  ;  thus  involving  the  whole 
nation  in  the  awful  criminality  of  the  slave  system,  making  the  gov- 
ernment its  bulwark  and  defence,  and  giving  to  it  stability,  character, 
boundless  resources,  and  absolute  supremacy. 

The  natural  retribution  has  followed  this  spirit  of  compromise,  in 
flooding  the  land  with  political  profligacy  and  religious  hypocrisy — ^in 
the  bold  denial  of  the  self-evident  truths  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, and  of  the  Golden  Rule — in  the  multiplication  of  six  into 
fifteen  slaveholding  States,  of  half  a  million  into  four  millions  of  slaves — 
in  the  perfidious  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compromise,  for  the  purpose  of 
wresting  from  freedom  a  vast  territorial  empire — in  the  bloody  invasion 
and  conquest  of  Kansas  by  armed  bandits  from  the  South,  counte- 
nanced by  the  government  of  the  United  States — in  the  recent  deci- 
sion of  the  Supreme  Court,  declaring  that  colored  people  have  no  rights 
that  white  men  are  bound  to  respect,  virtually  l^alizing  the  holding  of 
slaves  in  every  part  of  the  land,  and  removing  all  the  ancient  knd- 
marks — ^in  the  murderous  assault  upon  Charles  Sumner  upon  the  floor 
of  the  American  Senate,  the  numerous  lynchings  of  Northern  citizens 
at  the  South,  suspected  of  the  crime  of  being  hostile  to  the  slave  insti- 
tution, the  outlawry  of  every  uncompromising  friend  of  freedom  in  all 
the  slave  dominions — ^in  the  wicked  invasion,  conquest,  and  annexation 
of  a  large  portion  of  Mexico,  solely  to  extend  and  perpetuate  slavery — 
in  filibustering  excursions  in  Central  America,  and  restless  plottings  to 
secure  the  acquisition  of  Cuba — and  in  the  general  loss  of  all  manhood, 
self-respect,  courage,  independence,  and  reverence  for  ^  the  higher  law 
of  God,**  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  the  Nortli. 

Henceforth,  the  duty  of  the  North  is  plain.  It  is  at  onoe  to  repent 
of  its  iniquity,  and  to  withdraw  from  its  present  alliance  with  the 
South — ^an  alliance  maintained  at  a  fearful  cost  of  treasure,  of  charac- 
ter, of  civil  and  religbus  liberty,  of  all  that  is  worth  living  and  dying 
for.  It  is  to  proclaim  the  American  Union  a  wild  and  guilty  experi- 
ment, made  up  of  eternally  antagonistic  elementa,  gendering  discord 
and  woe,  pandering  to  all  the  demands  and  necessities  of  the  Slave 
Power,  and  sure,  if  not  abolished,  to  bring  destruction  upon  the  whole 
land. 

To  this  end,  we  earnestly  submit  to  the  understanding  and  coo- 
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science  of  every  professed  friend  oi  impartial  liberty,  whether  he  can 
consistently  help  to  sustain  a  Government  so  organized,  a  Constitution 
marked  by  such  compromises,  a  Union  so  directly  at  war  with  Justice, 
Humanity  and  Right;  and  whether  it  is  not  his  duty  to  stand  in  his 
lot,  apart  from  such  **  a  covenant  with  death,"  disfranchised  alike  for  con- 
science and  the  slave's  sake,  calmly  relying  upon  the  Divine  arm  for 
strength  and  guidance,  and  actively  endeavoring  to  persuade  the  whole 
body  of  the  people  to  take  the  same  sublime  position  as  a  measure  of 
self-preservation  and  deliverance  from  blood-guiltiness,  and  thus  to  give 
a  death-blow  to  that  "  sum  of  all  villanies,**  American  slavery. 

II.     WAR. 

BfiUEViNa  in  the  inherent  sinfulness  of  war,  and  of  all  preparations 
for  war, — in  the  duty  of  abolishing  the  army,  and  navy,  and  militia, 
and  every  national  flag,  as  the  sources  of  corruption,  misrule,  pride,  and 
lust  of  dominion, — we  entreat  the  friends  of  peace  to  see  to  it  that  their 
practice  is  consistent  with  their  profession ;  that  they  give  no  counte- 
nance to  a  government  which  is  based  upon  violence  and  sustained  by 
the  sword ;  that  they  fill  no  office,  and  vote  for  no  others  to  fill  any 
office,  which  requires  an  oath  or  affirmation  on  the  part  of  its  incum- 
bent to  uphold  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  because  of  the 
warlike  provisions  contained  in  that  instrument ;  and  that  they  redouble 
their  exertions  to  hasten  the  day  when  nation  shall  no  longer  lift  up 
sword  against  nation,  and  men  shall  learn  war  no  more. 

IIL    CAPITAL  PUNISHMENT. 

We  maintain  the  sanctity  of  human  life,  under  all  circumstances  ; 
and  therefore  deny  the  right  of  any  people,  by  legislative  enactment  or 
in  any  other  manner,  to  inflict  eapital  punishment,  on  any  pretext 
vrhatsoever.  Hence,  we  call  for  the  abolition  of  the  gallows  as  a  bar- 
barous relic  of  the  dark  ages ;  as  inciting  to  the  perpetration,  rather 
than  leading  to  t'le  suppression  of  crime;  as  indefensible  on  the  ground 
of  expediency  as  it  is  opposed  to  the  spirit  of  Christianity  ;  as  cheapen- 
ing that  very  life  which  it  ostensibly  seeks  to  render  inviolate  ;  as  an  act 
of  retaliation  and  vengeance  which  hardens  the  heart  and  inflames  the 
passions,  condemned  alike  by  the  highest  dictates  of  reason  and  the 
purest  instincts  of  humanity  ;  and  as  setting  an  example  in  the  exercise 
of  discretionary  power,  equally  unlawful  and  pernicious. 
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IV.     TEMPERANCE. 

In  the  progress  and  triumph  of  the  beneficent  tause  of  Temperaoce, 
we  take  a  deep  and  lively  interest — r^arding  total  abstinence  from  the 
use  of  all  intoxicating  drink  as  the  only  safeguard  against  the  evils  and 
horrors  of  drunkenness,  and  placing  alcohol  in  the  category  of  medical 
and  mechanical  instrumentalities,  to  be  used  in  sickness  with  as  much 
scrupulousness  as  is  belhidonna,  arsenic,  or  any  other  poison ;  and  we 
earnestly  urge  upon  all  heads  of  families  in  special,  the  duty  which  they 
owe  to  their  children  to  inculcate  and  exemplify  this  saving  doctrine— 
and  also  upon  all  employers  and  laborers  of  every  grade,  the  obligation 
to  refuse  to  give  or  take  the  maddening  drink,  the  habitual  use  of  which 
is  the  fruitful  source  of  pauperism,  licentiousness,  violence,  and  crime,  to 
an  unlimited  extent. 

V.    TOBACCX). 

Ws  desire  to  do  what  in  us  lies  for  the  discouragement  and  sup- 
pression of  another  vicious  and  widely  prevailing  habit — ^the  use  of  that 
narcotic  weed,  tobacco;  a  habit  which  is  essentially  vulgar,  filthy,  in- 
jurious to  mind  and  body,  an  annoyance  to  all  lovers  of  purity^  a  heavy 
pecuniary  tax,  and  too  generally  allied  with  the  wine-cup  and  oth^  de- 
moralizing allurements ;  a  habit  which  is  more  to  be  dreaded,  because 
of  the  amazing  tenacity  with  which  it  clings  to  its  victims — the  appe 
tite  for  spirituous  liquor  being  less  clamorous  and  exacting.  The  in- 
creasing use  of  tobacco  in  the  land  is  an  alarming  evil,  which  ^Is  for 
active  and  uncompromising  efforts  for  its  extirpation ;  and  let  no  one 
consider  himself  a  consistent  friend  of  progress  who  does  not,  by  word 
and  deed,  bear  a  decided  testimony  against  it 


VI.    COEQUALITY  OF  WOMAN. 

We  rejoice  in  the  growing  recognition  of  woman  as  the  oo6qual  of 
man,  in  regard  to  all  rights  and  privileges,  whether  religious  or  politi- 
cal— to  remuneration  for  labor,  to  the  possession  and  disposal  of  prop- 
erty, to  educational  and  scientific  enlightenment,  to  a  voice  in  the  ar- 
rangements of  society  and  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  to  whatever  relates 
to  the  safety,  freedom  and  happiness  of  the  human  race ;  and  we  shall 
labor  to  break  down  all  those  barriers  between  the  sexes,  which  have 
no  foundation  in  the  nature  of  things,  which  enable  the  physically 
strong  to  oppress  the  weak,  and  which  exclude  woman  from  a  full  and 
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fsLir  participatioQ  id  the  rewards  of  industry  and  skill,  professional  life, 
and  public  service,  and  in  all  the  advantages  arising  from  social,  politi- 
cal, and  religious  equality. 

In  the  Pennsylvania  Yearly  Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends,  held  at 
Longwood,  from  the  l7th  to  the  19th  of  Fifth  month,  1857,  inclusive, 
the  foregoing  Testimonies  in  respect  to  Slavery,  War,  Capital  Punish- 
ment, Temperance,  Tobacco,  and  the  Coequality  of  Woman,  were  con 
sidered,  adopted,  and  directed  to  be  published. 

OuVSa  JOHNBON, 

Hbnrietta  W.  Johnson,  J-  Clerks. 
Joseph  A.  Dugdalb, 


VII.    FIRST-DAY  MEETINGS. 
[Testimony  adopUd  in  1856.] 

Many  of  us  feel  concerned  to  make  some  observations  to  those  who 
are  interested  in  the  Organization  of  Progressive  Friends,  respecting  the 
proper  use  of  time  on  the  first  day  of  the  week,  which  the  custom  of 
nociety  has  devoted  to  rest  from  labor.  We  desire,  in  the  first  place,  to 
separate  ourselves  from  all  superstition  respecting  that  day,  from  all  ascet- 
icism, from  every  idea  that  the  day  is  more  holy  than  any  other.  All 
days  are  holy,  and  we  can  say  no  less  than  that  man  is  accountable  for  the 
proper  use  of  his  talents  on  every  day  of  the  week.  But  while  our  minds 
are  impressed  with  these  truths,  we  also  believe  that  specific  duties  may 
properly  be  assigned  to  particular  periods  of  time.  Only  a  limited  portion 
of  the  community  ever  attend  the  popular  worshipping  assemblies.  Wo 
should  be  surprised  if  it  were  otherwise,  seeing  that  the  beautiful  simplicity 
of  truth  is  so  often  obscured  by  dogmas,  traditions,  and  superstitions.  There 
are  mullitudes  of  intelligent  men  and  women  in  our  country,  capable  of 
imparting  valuable  religious,  moral,  and  scientific  instruction.  We  submit, 
therefore,  for  your  consideration,  that  you  should  assemble  together  in 
your  respective  neighborhoods,  in  your  dwellings,  and  other  suitable  places, 
for  the  purpose  of  edifying  and  in»truoting  one  another.  The  lack  of 
public  speaking  should  not  operate  as  a  discouragement,  for  there  is  some- 
times a  power  and  sympathy  in  silence  that  words  are  altogether  inade- 
quate to  couvey.  If  but  two  or  three  should  assemble,  remember  that 
strength  does  not  always  depend  upon  numbers. 

1'he  laws  of  matter,  no  less  than  those  of  mind,  are  the  laws  of  God, 
and  are,  therefore,  proper  subjects  of  investigation  in  such  meetings  as  we 
now  recommend.  In  proportion  as  we  comprehend  these  laws,  we  shall 
be  convinced  of  the  beautiful  harmony  of  the  Divine  economy,  and  every 
where  be  able  to  trace  the  hand  of  the  Divine  Architect. 
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EXPOSITION  OF  SENTIMENTS. 

ADOFTBD     BY    THB    PENOTTLVANIA    TEARLT     BIEETING    OF 
PROGRESSiyS    FRIEND& 

To  the  Friends  of  Pure  and  Undefiled  Religion^  and  to  all  Seekers  after 
Truths  of  whatever  name  or  denomination,  the  Pennsylvania  Yearly 
Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends  sendeth  Greeting : 

Dear  Friends: — Having  been  led,  as  we  trust,  through  obedience 
to  the  revelations  of  truth,  to  form  a  Religious  Association  upon  princi- 
ples always  too  little  regarded  and  often  trampled  under  foot  by  pro- 
fessing Christians  and  popular  sects,  we  are  constrained  to  address  you 
in  explanation  of  our  leading  sentiments,  purposes,  plans,  and  hopes. 
If^  as  we  believe,  the  basb  of  our  oi^ganization,  and  Uie  arrangements 
we  propose  for  the  culture  of  man's  religious  powers,  are  ib  harmooj 
with  the  Divino  laws,  and  adapted  to  the  wants  of  human  nature  snd 
the  demands  of  the  present  age,  it  is  certainly  incumbent  upon  us  to 
diffuse  the  knowledge  thereof  as  widely  as  possible;  and  if,  on  the 
other  hand,  **  the  light  that  is  in  us  be  darkness,"  it  is  proper  that  we 
should  invoke  your  earnest  efforts  to  redeem  us  from  our  errors,  and 
turn  our  feet  into  the  highway  of  holiness  and  truth.  We,  therefore, 
ask  your  serious  and  unprejudiced  consideration  of  the  matters  presented 
in  this  Exposition,  so  that,  whether  you  shall  accept  or  reject  our  propo- 
sitions, your  conclusions  may  minister  to  your  own  peace  of  mind  and 
growth  in  the  love  and  practice  of  the  truth. 

In  our  efforts  to  apply  the  principles  of  Christianity  to  daily  fife* 
and  to  social  customs  and  institutions  which  we  deemed  subversive  of 
individual  and  national  morality,  as  well  as  in  conflict  with  the  laws  of 
God,  we  encountered  the  hostility  of  the  popular  sects,  to  one  or  an- 
other of  which  most  of  us  belonged,  and  to  which  we  were  bound  by 
ties  that  grew  with  our  growth  and  strengthened  with  our  strength* 
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Mingling  with  the  chime  of  church  bells  and  with  the  tones  of  th 
preacher's  voice,  or  breaking  upon  the  stillness  of  our  religious  assen 
blies,  we  heard  the  clank  of  the  slave's  chain,  the  groans  of  the  wouni 
ed  and  dying  on  the  field  of  bloody  strife,  the  noise  of  drunken  revelr 
the  sad  cry  of  the  widow  and  the  fatherless,  and  the  wail  of  homeles 
despairing  poverty,  driven 

'*By  foul  Oppression's  ruffian  gluttony 
Forth  from  life's  plenteous  feast ;  '* 

and  when,  in  obedience  to  the  voice  of  God,  speaking  through  th 
holiest  sympathies  and  purest  impulses  of  our  Godlike  humanity,  v 
sought  to  arouse  our  countrymen  to  united  efforts  for  the  relief  of  huma 
suffering,  the  removal  of  giant  wrongs,  the  suppression  of  foul  iniquitie: 
we  found  the  Cliurch,  in  spite  of  her  solemn  professions,  arrayed  agains 
us,  blocking  up  the  path  of  reform  with  her  serried  ranks,  prostitutin 
her  mighty  influence  to  the  support  of  wickedness  in  high  place 
smiling  complacently  upon  the  haughty  oppressor,  "justifying  th 
wicked  for  a  reward,"  maligning  the  faithful  Abdiels  who  dared  t 
stand  up  for  the  truth  and  to  testify  against  popular  crimes — thi: 
traitorously  upsetting  the  very  foundations  of  the  Religion  she  wa 
sacredly  bound  to  support  and  exemplify,  and  doing  in  the  name  o 
Christ  deeds  at  which  humanity  shuddered,  obliterating  her  indignar 
blushes  only  with  the  tears  that  welled  up  from  the  deeps  of  her  grea 
loving  heart 

For  a  time,  though  not  without  deep  mortification  and  discourage 
ment,  we  bore  this  appalling  delinquency,  thinking  in  our  short-sight 
edness  that  it  was  mainly  the  result  of  a  temporary  mistake,  and  not  o 
an  incurable  leprosy  tainting  the  whole  body.  In  the  **  patience  o 
hope  "  we  toiled  on,  seeking  to  reform  alike  the  Church  and  the  world 
and  deeming  it  certain  that  the  former  would  speedily  abandon  he 
fisdse  and  sinful  position,  and  '*  come  up  to  the  help  of  the  Lord  "  againa 
the  hosts  of  unrighteousness  and  oppression.  Our  hopes  in  this  resi)ec 
were  doomed  to  a  sad  and  bitter  disappointment  The  leaders  of  th 
Church,  instead  of  retracing  the  false  step  which  they  had  taken,  gre\ 
more  and  more  hostile  to  the  cause  of  Christian  Reform,  while  there  wa 
not  found  in  the  body  enough  of  moral  principle  to  reject  their  counsel 
and  repudiate  their  impious  claims  to  a  Divine  warrant  for  their  crimi 
nal  apostacy.  Inflateil  with  spiritual  pride,  and  claiming  to  be  th 
anointed  expounders  of  God's  will,  they  mocked  at  Philanthropy  as  n 
part  of  religion,  exalted  in  its  place  the  Dagon  of  man-made  Disciplinei 
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jrged  obedience  to  the  decisions  of  Yearly  Meetings  oi  other  ecclesi- 
astical assemblies,  as  the  sura  of  human  obligation,  bade  us  stifle  the 
gushing  sympathies  which  link  us  to  our  kind,  and  passively  "wwt 
God's  time"  for  the  removal  of  the  evils  that  afflict  and  curse  our  race; 
as  if  God  had  not  revealed  his  purpose  of  doing  this  work  by  human 
instrumentality — as  if  there  were  times  when  deeds  of  charity  and 
mercy  are  offensive  in  His  sight — as  if  the  cry  of  suffering  Humanity 
and  the  emotions  it  stirs  within  us  were  not  a  sufficient  revelation  of 
His  will,  and  we  were  bound  to  wait  in  listless  inactivity  for  some 
suDernatural  or  miraculous  manifestation  of  His  authority  and  power ! 
Ahis !  how  many  have  thus  waited,  until  at  last  the  spiritual  ear  has 
become  too  dull  and  heavy  to  vibrate  under  the  gentle  tones  of  the 
"still,  small  voice"  and  the  heart  so  hard  and  cold,  that  it  has  ceased 
to  beat  at  the  cry  of  mortal  woe  !  Superstition  has  woven  around  their 
souls  her  impenetrable  veil,  excluding  the  warm  sunlight  of  God's  pre- 
sence, paralyzing  their  moral  energies,  and  leaving  their  holiest  sympa- 
thies to  stagnate  for  lack  of  use ;  thus  unfitting  them  for  the  work 
the  good  Father  sets  before  them  in  common  with  all  His  children,  and 
defeating  the  great  end  and  purpose  of  their  earthly  life. 

When  we  refused  to  obey  the  mandate  of  our  ecclesiastical  rulers, 
choosing  to  hearken  to  the  voice  of  God  rather  than  unto  the  voice  of 
man,  we  found  our  worst  foes  in  our  own  religious  households ;  the  rod 
of  ecclesiastical  power  was  lifted  above  our  heads,  and  some  of  us  were 
made  to  understand  that  excommunication  was  the  price  to  be  paid  for 
the  exercise  of  that  liberty  which  Jesus  proclaimed  as  the  birthright  of 
his  disciples.  We  might  have  devoted  our  energies,  to  the  acquisition 
of  wealth,  and,  in  imitation  of  the  example  of  many  who  stood  high  in 
the  Church,  entered  into  close  relations  with  men  devoid  of  religious 
principle  in  the  pursuit  of  that  object,  and  no  voice  of  censure  or  re- 
proof would  have  been  lifted  against  us ;  but  when  we  associated  with 
noble  men  and  women,  not  of  our  sect,  for  the  purpose  of  abolishing 
slavery,  war,  intemperance,  and  other  crying  abominations,  and  our 
zeal  for  humanity  made  us  indifferent  to  the  forms  of  the  Church, 
though  more  than  ever  alive  to  the  great  principles  she  had  so  long 
professed  to  believe  and  revere,  we  were  treated  as  offenders;  and  tlie 
strange  spectacle  was  witnessed  of  bodies,  claiming  to  be  God's  repre- 
sentatives on  earth,  excluding  from  their  pale,  men  and  women  of  blame- 
less lives  for  loving  peace,  purity  and  freedom  so  devotedly,  as  to  be 
willing  to  co-operate  with  all  whose  hearts  prompted  them  to  labor  for 
the  promotion  of  those  heavenly  virtues.     Thus  were  the  great  and  en 
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nobling  prindplea  of  our  ox)inmon  humanity  subordinated  to  sectarian 
shibboleths,  and  that  Divine  charity,  which  is  the  essence  of  the  God- 
like, and  the  sum  of  every  virtue  in  man,  naiTOwed  down  to  the  dimen- 
sions of  a  particular  creed,  or  smothered  under  the  petty  limitations  of 
speculative  theology. 

Driven  thus  to  choose  between  our  loyalty  to  sect  and  our  allegiance 
to  God,  and  feeling  still  the  need  of  some  outward  helps  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  religious  sentiment,  we  were  naturally  led  to  investigate 
the  whole  aubject  of  religious  organization,  its  nature,  uses  and  sphere, 
and  the  source  and  extent  of  its  powers.  The  result  of  our  inquiries  is 
a  clear  conviction,  that  Churches,  however  high  their  pretensions  of  nu- 
tburity  derived  from  God,  are  only  human  organizations,  and  the  repos- 
itories of  only  such  powers  as  may  have  been  rightfully  conferred  upon 
them  by  the  individuals  of  whom  they  are  composed,  or  derived  from 
the  laws  of  our  social  nature.  It  is  time  that  this  truth,  so  long  ob- 
scured by  the  sorcery  of  priestcraft,  were  clearly  understood  and  boldly 
proclaimed.  Too  long  have  the  common  people  been  deluded  with  the 
idea  that  the  Church  holds  a  mysterious  organic  relation  to  the  Infi- 
nite,— a  relation  distinct  from  that  existing  between  the  soul  and  its 
Creator,  and  conferring  special  powers  and  prerogatives.  Perhaps  no 
error  has  done  more  tlian  this  to  debase  and  enslave  the  mind  of  man, 
to  fetter  his  godlike  powers,  and  make  him  the  ready  instrument  of 
superstition  and  priestcraft  It  is  the  most  vicious  element  of  Popery, 
from  which  our  Protestant  sects  are  not  yet  delivered.  Our  religion, 
wluch  should  make  us  free  and  self-reliant,  willing  to  bend  tlie  knee  only 
to  God,  as  he  stands  revealed  to  our  own  consciousness,  withered  by  the 
touch  of  this  superstition,  becomes,  in  the  hands  of  ambitious  and  designing 
men,  the  instrument  of  our  degradation,  the  symbol  of  littleness,  meanness, 
bigotry  and  hypocrisy.  The  Romish  Church  sets  up  for  herself  a  claim  of 
absolute  infallibility,  and  the  various  Protestant  sects,  professing  to  deride 
her  pretensions,  yet  tax  our  credulity  scarcely  less.  From  the  Episcopal 
Church,  with  her  imposing  ritual  and  elaborate  ceremonials,  down  to  mod- 
em Quakerism,  with  its  professed  abjuration  of  all  forms,  its  rustic  garb 
and  look  of  "  meek  simplicity,"  all  seem  deluded  with  the  idea  that  the 
Church,  being  made  after  a  Divine  pattern,  is  supematurally  preserved 
from  error.  Even  the  Quaker  regards  the  der.ision  of  his  Yearly  Meeting 
with  a  superstitious  reverence  scarcely  inferior  to  that  which  tlie  Catho- 
lic awards  to  the  decrees  of  the  Pope  and  the  Cardinals.  Do  his  rea- 
son and  common  sense  suggest  that  the  Yearly  Meeting  has  decided 
erroneously  or  unjustly,  he  banishes  the  thought  as  little  less  than  im- 
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liiottB,  becomes  nle.it  if  not  acquiescent,  and  maybap  layi  lus 
and  oomroon  aense  a  sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  the  Church.  Poor  man! 
let  him  be  once  fairly  convinced  that  ecclesiastical  bodies,  however  sa 
crod  their  professions,  however  worthy  of  esteem  within  their  legiti- 
mate sphere,  are  yet  only  human,  and  without  authority  to  bind  the 
conscience  even  of  the  humblest  of  God's  children,  and  he  will  no  longer 
dare  to  offer  such  a  sacrifice,  to  dishonor  his  Creator  by  debasing  hie 
own  exalted  powers. 

It  would  be  easy  to  show  that  this  chiim  of  supernatural  power,  on 
tlie  part  of  the  organised  Church,  is  at  war  with  the  whole  genius  and 
spirit  of  Christianity  as  exhibited  in  the  life  and  teachings  of  Jesus,  and 
without  warrant  in  tlie  writings  of  the  Apostles  and  primitive  Christians, 
as  well  as  subversive  of  individual  rights  and  responsibilities.  Jesus 
nowhere  indicated  an  intention  to  organize  a  Church  clothed  with  such 
power.  Indeed,  it  does  not  appear  from  his  recorded  words  that  he 
even  contemplated  any  organization  whatever  of  those  who  should  em- 
brace his  doctrines.  He  specified  no  such  work  as  incumbent  upon 
those  whom  he  sent  forth  as  witnesses  of  the  truth,  but  left  them  to 
adopt  such  instrumentalities  as  might  seem  to  them  adapted  to  promote 
the  object  of  their  mission.  The  Apostles  did  indeed  organize  Churches, 
but  they  did  not  pretend  that  they  were  framed  after  a  Divinely  pre- 
scribed pattern,  still  less  that  they  were  clothed  with  a  supernatural 
power.  **  It  was  not,"  says  a  learned  writer,*  "  until  the  number  of  personal 
followers  of  Jesus  increased  by  thousands,  and  the  need  of  some  organization 
began  to  be /eft,  that  any  thing  like  the  institution  of  a  distinct  and  permflr 
nent  religious  society  appears  to  have  been  definitely  contempUtted.  And 
then  nothing  more  toas  done,  than  toas  necessary  to  that  present  exigency. 
Thus  the  whole  institution  of  the  Church  at  Jerusalem  grew  up  by 
degrees,  as  one  step  after  another  toas  called  for  by  a  succession  cf  cir- 
cumstances altogether  peculiar.^  A  religious  periodical  of  high  authority 
in  matters  of  ecclesiastical  history,  f  testified,  some  years  since,  as  fol- 
lows :  ^  Men  have  clung  as  with  a  dying  grasp  to  a  few  shreds  of  an- 
cient tradition,  and  deemed  it  sacrilege  to  meddle  with  these  consecrated 
relic*.  They  have  attached  a  peculiar  sacredness  to  their  own  constitu- 
tions, councils,  ordinances,  creeds  and  decisions,  as  if  they  rested  on 
Divine  right  and  apostolic  authority. . .  .The  beautiful  theories  of  Church 
government,  devised  with  so  much  care  and  put  together  with  so  much 
•kill  and  art,  have,  we  are  sure,  no  manner  of  resemblance  to  the 

•  Leonard  Bacon,  in  liis  "Manual  for  Young  Church  Members." 
+  The  Christian  Spectator,  Sept,  1833. 
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Churches  mentioneil  in  the  Acts  and  Epistles.  The  prin; 
tians,  could  they  come  among  us,  would  be  not  a  little  surpi 
their  assemblies,  gathered  by  stealth  lor  worship,  with  or  \ 
ticular  standing  officers,  referred  to  as  the  models  after  whio 
structure  of  denominational  Churches  is  supposed  to  h 
They  were  simple-hearted  men  and  women,  exposed  U>  coni 
cution,  and  bound  together  in  Christian  love ;  forming  am 
their  regulations  exactly  as  vxu  needed  ;  never  once  dreamii 
or  their  successors  were  bound  to  a  single  system  by  some 
provided  by  Divine  authority . . .  .The  reason  of  aseociati 
was,  to  further  this  great  end,  mutually  to  enliven  the  feelii 
tion,  strengthen  the  principles  of  piety,  and  aid  in,  and  urge 
charge  of  duty. . .  .Some  things  w^re  practised  in  some  CI 
not  in  others.  Some  officers  existed  in  one  and  not  in  anc 
met  in  one  place  and  not  in  another ;  and  M  had  a  right 
ever  might  he  eonducive  to  the  general  goodP 

We  have  dwelt  at  some  length  on  this  point,  because  wc 
fundamental  importance.  This  claim  of  organic  communic 
lies  at  the  root  of  many  evils  in  the  Churches  around  us,  an 
desire  to  make  our  denial  of  its  validity  as  emphatic  as  po 
would  impress  upon  the  minds  of  all  whom  our  voice  maj 
truth,  that  there  is  no  mysterious  alchemy  whereby  a  compi 
mean  and  selfish  as  individuals,  are  transmuted  into  a  holy  bod; 
afflatus  vouchsafed  to  them  in  the  mass,  superseding  the 
personal  conformity  to  the  will  of  God.  Such  a  clahn  is  t 
superstition  and  imposture.  It  is  amazing  that  it  should  f( 
period  have  deceived  and  befooled  the  nations  1  When  wil 
learn  that  there  is  nothing  Divine,  nothing  too  sacred  for  ii 
in  the  artificial  arrangements  and  prescribed  formalities  of  8< 
what  multitudes  join  the  popular  Churches,  submitting  to  th< 
paying  the  expenses  of  their  administration,  ddudingthemf 
while  with  the  idea  that  they  are  thus  ensuring  their  etem 
even  though  their  daily  lives  are  defiled  by  sordid  and  de 
md  they  scarcely  Uft  a  finger  or  breathe  one  honest  aspbratu 
own  or  the  world^s  moral  improvement  1 

Our  inquiries  into  the  nature  and  uses  of  Religious  ( 
have  also  brought  us  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  Churches  arc 
made  a  vital  mistake  in  demanding  uniformity  of  belief  ii 
scholastic  theology,  ordinances,  rites  and  forms,  as  a  condit 
gious  fellowship  and  the  basis  of  associated  effort     It  wouk 
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poMilue  to  exaggerate  the  evils  resulting  from  this  mistake.  It  has  led 
the  Church  into  dissensions,  hypocrisy  and  all  uncharitahleness,  and  in- 
stead of  promoting  a  manly,  vigorous  and  healUiful  piety,  which  ever 
manilests  itself  in  works  of  practical  henevolence  and  would  make  her  a 
burning  and  a  shining  light  in  the  presence  of  surrounding  darkness,  it 
narrows  the  scope  of  her  vision,  dwarfe  the  intellect,  smothers  the  heart, 
and  makes  her  the  purveyor  of  traditions  and  shams,  a  covert  for  mean- 
ess  and  treachery,  and  a  hiding-place  for  the  perpetrators  and  apologists 
of  popular  wickedness.  It  reverses  the  arrangements  proposed  by  Jesus 
and  his  early  followers,  putting  that  first  whidii  should  be  last,  the  inci- 
dental in  place  of  the  primary,  the  temporary  in  place  of  the  eternal 
Jesus  enjoins  it  upon  his  hearers  to  "  Beek  first  the  kingdom  of  God  and 
His  righteou9M88  ;  "  but  the  popular  Church  practically  tells  us,  on  pain 
of  eternal  perdition,  to  seek  first  of  all  the  theology  of  that  kingdom,  as- 
suring us,  with  impious  tongue,  that  if  we  only  master  that,  get  its  dif- 
ferent parts  properly  arranged  and  labelled,  and  learn  to  believe  them, 
however  inconsistent  with  each  other,  and  contrary  to  our  reason  and 
common  sense,  the  righteousness  may  safely  enough  be  left  to  take  care 
of  itself!  Instead  of  requiring  as  the  evidence  of  our  piety  tiie  **  frmts" 
demanded  in  the  Gospel  of  Jesus,  it  sneers  at  "  good  works  **  as  **  car 
nal"  and  inefficacious,  bids  us  mind  our  catechisms,  disciplines  and  con 
fessions  of  feith ;  to  come  regularly  to  its  assemblies,  and  worship  accord- 
ing to  its  prescribed  forms  I  It  is  no  wonder  that  politicians,  bent  upon 
schemes  of  selfish  aggrandizement,  mock  at  the  Higher  Law,  and  declare 
their  own  oppressive  statutes  a  finality,  when  the  Church  is  found  thub 
corrupt  and  apostate.  No  marvel  that  insatiate  Wealth  tramples  upon 
lowly  Poverty;  that  War's  "red  thunders"  reverberate  round  the  world* 
that  Drunkenness  counts  its  victims  by  tens  of  thousands ;  that  Land 
Monopoly  grinds  humanity  in  the  dust;  that  Lust  is  doing  his  work  of 
defilement  and  shame  with  impunity ;  that  immortal  beings  are  driven 
to  their  daily  toil  under  the  lash,  and  even  sold  in  the  shambles,  when 
the  Church  proffers  absolution  for  such  crimes  upon  terms  so  easy  of 
fulfilment 

The  natural  counterpart  of  this  false  and  superstitious  devotion  to 
creeds  and  forms  is  an  unnatural  sourness  and  melancholy — a  Pharisai- 
cal spirit,  which  frowns  upon  amusements  as  an  offence  to  God,  and 
which  would  cover  the  face  of  society  with  a  sanctimonious  gloom  as 
repugnant  to  Religion  as  to  unperverted  human  natiu^  The  victims 
of  this  spirit  converse  about  religion,  not  in  manly  and  natural  tones^ 
indicative  of  sincerity  and  earnestness,  but  in  a  whining,  canting  man- 
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ner,  as  if  it  were  a  burden  hard  to  be  borne,  but  which  they  reluctantly 
consent  to  carry  during  their  mortaJ  life,  as  the  only  means  of  eternal 
salvation  I  We  are  persuaded  that  the  exhibitions  of  this  spirit  on  the 
part  of  the  Church  have  produced  incalculable  mischief,  by  exciting  the 
prejudices  of  the  young  against  all  Religion  as  necessarily  of  an  ascetic 
character,  and  by  placing  amusements  beyond  the  pale  of  Christian  in- 
fluence, thus  maldng  them  liable  to  excesses  which  might  otherwise  be 
avoided.  The  Christian,  of  all  other  persons,  should  not  be  of  a  sad  coun- 
tenance, but  ever  cheerful  and  hopeful  in  his  demeanor,  making  the  very 
atmosphere  he  breathes  a  witness  of  the  serene  joy  that  dwells  m  his 
heart  No  false  idea  of  sanctity,  no  superstitious  or  fanatical  **  worry  " 
about  his  soul,  should  he  ever  suffer  to  make  his  presence  distasteful  and 
unwelcome  to  the  young. 

We  cannot  undertake  to  particularize  all  the  errors  of  principle  and 
practice  in  the  popular  Churches,  which  our  investigations  have  revealed 
to  us ;  but  there  is  one  more  which  we  mast  not  pass  in  silence.  We 
allude  to  that  vicious  and  despotic  feature  in  the  organization  of  most 
of  them,  which,  beginning  in  the  subordination  of  the  individual  to  the 
local  Church,  or  to  Elders,  Overseers,  or  other  officers  thereof,  ends  in 
the  subjection  of  local  bodies  to  some  larger  assembly  or  central  powei. 
There  are,  indeed,  some  Churches  which  have  attempted  to  abolish  this 
system,  but  they  are  still  too  much  bound  by  usage  to  practices  incon- 
sistent with  their  theories.  Experience,  as  well  as  observation,  has 
taught  us  that  local  organizations  should  in  the  first  place  be  formed 
upon  principles  which  will  offer  the  best  possible  safeguard  to  the  equal 
rights  of  the  individual  members,  and  discourage  tyranny,  whether  of 
the  many  or  the  few ;  and,  in  the  next  place,  that  they  should  never 
allow  any  other  body,  however  numerous  or  imposing,  to  exercise 
authority  over  them.  The  forms  of  Church  organization,  instead  of  being 
such  as  are  suggested  by  the  ideas  of  individual  freedom  and  responsi- 
bility which  pervade  the  teachings  of  Jesus,  would  seem  to  have  been 
borrowed  from  anti-Christian  and  despotic  systems  of  civil  government^ 
whereof  force  is  the  vital  and  controlling  element  Under  such  forms, 
religious  tyranny,  always  diflScult  of  repression,  is  sure  to  spring  up  into 
a  vigorous  life.  It  would  be  easy  to  illustrate  this  truth  by  a  reference 
to  the  history  of  any  of  those  Churches  in  which  the  affiliated  and  sub- 
ordi  aating  system  of  government  prevails,  but  the  experience  of  many 
of  our  number  naturally  leads  us  to  point  to  the  Society  of  Friends  as  a 
warning  against  this  lamentable  evil.  The  setting  apart  of  ministers  aa 
a  distinct  order  of  persons,  and  for  life ;  the  appointment  of  Elders  to  ait 
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in  judgment  upon  the  services  of  the  Minbtry,  aud  to  determine  officially 
what  is  and  what  is  not  inspiration ;  the  subjection  of  individual  hberty 
tu  official  dictation ;  the  subordination  of  Preparative  to  Monthly,  oi 
Monthly  to  Quarterly,  of  Quarterly  to  Yearly  Meetings ;  all  this  affords 
a  covert  for  despotic  authority.  It  is  an  arrangement  whereby  the  few 
are  enabled  to  control  the  many,  and  to  carry  into  suooeasful  c^ieratioii 
their  plans  for  keeping  the  Church  popular  with  the  world,  while  she  is 
tramphng  upon  her  own  most  vital  principles,  and  obstinately  refusing 
to  do  the  work  for  which  she  was  originally  established.  It  aggravates, 
moreover,  all  the  other  evils  which  have  crept  into  the  body,  and  renders 
the  work  of  reform  extremely  difficult,  if  not  impossible. 

But  while  we  thus  eamesUy  deny  the  claims  of  Religious  Associar 
tions  to  Divine  authority,  and  maintain  that  they  form  no  exception  to 
the  rule,  that  ^  institutions  are  made  for  man,  not  man  for  institutionSf** 
and  while  we  would  fearlessly  expose  all  that  is  wrong  in  existing 
Churches,  we  do  not  therefore  repudiate  such  associations  as  necessarily 
evil.  Founded  upon  right  principles,  adjusted  to  the  wants  of  our  social 
nature,  within  their  legitimate  sphere  as  the  servants  and  helpers,  not 
the  masters  of  the  soul,  as  a  means  and  not  an  end,  we  esteem  them  of 
great  importance.  It  is  only  when  they  interpose  between  our  con- 
sciences and  God,  assuming  to  tell  us  authoritatively  how  much  and 
what  we  must  believe,  and  virtually  trampling  under  foot  the  right  of 
private  judgment,  that  our  manhood  prompts  us  to  rejeot  them.  The 
mistakes  .which  men  have  made  in  their  efforts  to  realize  the  benefits  of 
Religious  Association,  however  strange  and  even  preposterous  they  may 
appear  to  us  at  this  advanced  period  of  the  world*s  history,  were  only 
the  incidents  pf  Humanity  imperfectiy  informed  and  developed.  They 
should  not  therefore  discourage  us,  stiU  less  lead  us  into  other  erron  at 
the  opposite  extreme.  Men  have  also  made  great  mistakes  in  science, 
and  in  things  pertaining  to  physical  life — ^in  astronomy,  chemistiy,  and 
the  mechanic  arts,  and  even  in  agriculture;  and  it  would  be  no  more 
absurd  to  urge  these  mistakes  as  a  reason  for  abandoning  all  associated 
effort  in  such  matters,  than  it  would  be  to  all^e  the  similar  blunders 
into  which  men  have  fallen  in  regard  to  Religion,  and  the  abuses  grow- 
ing out  of  them,  as  a  reason  why  we  should  resist  the  strong  impulse  of 
our  nature  which  prompts  us  to  combine  our  efforts  for  the  promotion  of 
piety  and  good  morals.  Past  errors  and  present  imperfections,  instead 
of  affording  an  argument  against  organization,  are  only  illustrations  of 
its  necessity,  as  a  means  whereby  the  strong  may  help  the  weak,  the 
"lighly  cultivated  soul  minister  to  the  edification  of  those  less  enlightened, 
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and  social  influence  become  the  aid  and  support  of  individual  virtut 
Beavers  do  not  more  naturally  combine  to  build  their  habitations,  than 
men  and  women,  inspired  by  a  common  love  of  God  and  Humanity, 
and  a  common  thirst  for  religious  excellence,  mingle  and  combine  their 
individual  efforts  for  the  promotion  of  piu-e  and  undefiled  religion  among 
themselves  and  throughout  the  world 

In  forming  The  Pennsylvania  Yearly  Meeting  of  Proyressive 
Friends,  we  have  followed  the  instincts  of  our  moral  and  social  nature, 
and  acted  upon  the  settled  conviction,  that  such  an  organization  was 
necessary  to  our  highest  efficiency  in  the  work  which  our  Heavenly 
Father  has  given  us  to  do.  We  seek  not  to  diminish,  but  to  intensify, 
in  ourselves  the  sense  of  individual  responsibility — ^not  to  escape  from 
duty,  but  to  aid  one  another  in  its  performance — to  lift  up  before  all  who 
may  be  influenced  by  our  words  or  actions  a  high  standard  of  moral 
and  religious  excellence — to  commit  ourselves  before  the  world  as  the 
friends  of  righteousness  and  truth,  and  as  under  the  highest  obligations 
to  labor  for  the  redemption  of  mankind  from  every  form  of  eiror  and  sin. 

It  has  been  our  honest  endeavor  to  avoid,  if  possible,  the  mistakes 
into  which  previous  organizations  have  so  generally  £Eillen,  and  especial- 
ly those  radical  errors  which  are  pointed  out  in  this  address.  To  this 
end  we  have  made  our  association  as  simple  as  possible,  having  done 
little  more  than  to  provide  for  an  annual  assembly.  We  claim  for  this 
organization  no  other  powers  than  such  as  we  ourselves  have  conferred 
upon  it  in  consistency  with  our  own  and  others'  individual  freedom. 
We  make  no  draft  upon  the  veneration  of  our  fellow-men  for  any  ar- 
rangement that  we  have  adopted,  or  may  adopt  hereafter.  Veneration 
is  due  only  to  Grod,  and  to  those  eternal  principles  of  Rectitude, 
Justice  and  Love,  of  which  He  is  the  embodiment 

W^e  have  set  forth  no  forms  nor  ceremonies ;  nor  have  we  sought  to 
impose  upon  ourselves  or  others  a  system  of  doctrinal  belief.  Such 
matters  we  have  left  where  Jesus  left  them,  with  the  conscience  and 
common  sense  of  the  individual.  It  has  been  our  cherished  purpose  to 
restore  the  tmion  between  Religion  and  Life,  and  to  place  works  of 
goodness  and  mercy  far  above  theological  speculations  and  scholastic  sub- 
tleties of  doctrine.  Creed-making  is  not  among  the  objects  of  our  asso- 
ciation. Christianity,  as  it  presents  itself  to  our  minds,  is  too  deep,  too 
broad,  and  too  high,  to  be  brought  within  the  cold  propositions  of  the 
theologian.  We  should  as  soon  think  of  bottling  up  the  sunshine  for 
the  use  of  posterity,  as  of  attempting  to  adjust  the  free  and  universal 
principles  taught  and  exemplified  by  Jesus  o*"  Nazareth  to  the  angles  of 
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a  man-raade  creed.  Churche:.  which  undertake  this  impious  and  im- 
practicable work  doom  tliemselves  thereby  to  barrenness  and  death.  In* 
stead  of  being  warmed  and  animated  by  that  living  faith  which  **  works 
by  love  "  and  overcomes  the  world,  they  lapse  into  bigotry  and  intoler- 
ance, and  their  formularies,  having  no  life  in  themselves,  become  at 
length  mere  petrifactions,  fossil  remains  of  ideas,  which,  however  sig- 
nificant once,  have  no  longer  any  adaptation  to  the  condition  of  the  race. 
It  is  sad  to  behold  a  Church,  with  Christ's  name  upon  its  brow,  turning 
away  from  the  wells  of  immortal  truth,  and  clinging  with  superstitious 
pertinacity  and  veneration  to  the  shell  of  an  ancient  creed,  or  the  letter  of 
an  ancient  Discipline,  from  which  the  original  soul  long  since  took  its 
flight;  swift  to  frown  upon  the  slightest  departure  from  its  forms  and 
theories,  but  slow  to  utter  a  testimony  against  a  popular  sin  ;  ever  zeal- 
ous in  tithing  **mint,  anise  and  cummin,"  but  heavy  of  step  and  slow  of 
speech  when  the  great  intei^ests  of  Humanity  are  at  stake. 

Our  terms  of  membership  are  at  once  simple,  practical  and  catholic 
If  we  may  be  said  to  have  a  test,  it  is  one  which  applies  to  the  heart 
and  the  life,  not  to  the  head  nor  to  any  of  its  speculations.  Our  platform 
is  broad  as  Humanity,  and  comprehensive  as  Truth.  We  interrogate 
no  man  as  to  his  theological  belief;  we  send  no  Committees  to  pry  into 
the  motives  of  those  who  may  desire  to  share  the  benefits  of  our  Associ- 
ation ;  but  open  the  door  to  all  who  recognize  the  Equal  Brotherhood  of 
the  Human  Family,  without  regard  to  sex,  color  or  condition,  and  who 
acknowledge  the  duty  of  defining  and  illustrating  their  faith  in  God, 
not  by  assent  to  a  creed,  but  by  lives  of  personal  purity,  and  works  of 
beneficence  and  charity  to  mankind.  If,  by  any  possibility,  there  should 
be  found  here  and  there  a  sincere  inquirer  after  truth,  who  may  not  feel 
himself  included  in  this  invitation  to  membership,  we  shall  still  bid  him 
welcome  to  our  assemblies,  and  listen  with  patience  to  whatever  faia 
highest  convictions  may  prompt  him  to  offer.  We  do  not  seek  to  bind 
our  Association  together  by  external  bands,  nor  by  agreement  in  the- 
ological opinions.  Identity  of  object,  oneness  of  spirit  in  respect  to 
the  practical  duties  of  life,  the  communion  of  soul  with  soul  in  a 
common  love  of  the  beautiful  and  true,  and  a  common  aspiration  after 
moral  excellence, — these  are  our  bond  of  union ;  and  when  these  shall 
die  out  in  our  hearts,  nothing  will  remain  to  hold  us  together ;  and 
those  who  shall  come  after  us  will  not  be  subjected  to  the  trouble  of 
tearing  down  a  great  ecclesiastical  edifice,  constructed  by  our  hands^ 
before  they  can  make  provision  for  the  supply  of  their  own  reli- 
gious wants. 
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The  name  of  our  Association  is  suggestive  of  its  history  and  princi 
pies.  As  a  sisrn  of  our  adhereuc^  to  the  great  moral  testimonies  which 
the  Society  of  Friends  has  so  long  professed,  as  well  as  for  historical 
reasons,  we  have  adopted  in  part  the  name  choson  by  Fox,  Penn,  and 
other  reformers  of  a  past  generation,  for  the  Societies  which  they 
founded,  and  which,  we  regret  to  say,  have  in  our  day  widely  departed 
from  the  .spirit  and  principles  of  those  illustrious  men.  The  terra  ''''Pro- 
gresswe  "  is  intended  as  a  recogniUon  of  the  fact,  that  our  knowledge  of 
truth  is  limited,  and  as  an  indication  of  an  honest  purpose  on  our  part 
to  "  go  on  unto  perfection,"  and  to  avail  ourselves  from  time  to  time  of 
whatever  new  light  may  be  shed  upon  our  path.  Our  meetings  are  at 
present  conducted  very  much  like  those  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  ex- 
cept that  they  are  not  ruled  by  Elders,  and  that  we  have  among  us  no 
privileged  class  called  Ministers.  We  welcome  alike  the  word  of  exhor- 
tation, the  voice  of  prayer,  and  the  song  of  praise  and  thanksgiving, 
whichever  may  well  up  from  the  "  inner  fulness  "  of  the  devoted  heart ; 
and  if  at  any  time  words  shall  be  uttered  that  appear  to  us  to  savor  not 
of  life  but  of  contention  and  speculation,  while  we  may  feel  called  upon 
to  speak  our  own  sentiments  with  freedom,  we  hope  not  to  be  found 
denying  the  liberty  of  speech  to  others.  Some  may  fear  that  liberty 
8o  unrestricted  may  lead  to  disorder  and  confusion,  but  we  are  per 
suaded  that  gentleness  and  forbearance  are  more  potent  than  official 
dictation,  and  that  the  instinctive  sense  of  right  and  wrong,  in  the  breast 
of  even  a  misguided  and  obtrusive  man,  will  afford  the  best  safeguard 
of  propriety  and  order  in  our  assemblies. 

As  a  Yearly  Meeting,  we  disclaim  all  disciplinary  authority,  whether 
over  individual  members  or  local  Associations.  We  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  declare  our  sentiment  on  such  subjects  as  may  demand  our  atten- 
tion ;  but  they  will  be  armed  with  no  other  force  than  that  which  our 
moral  influence  may  impart,  or  which  may  belong  to  the  nature  of  truth 
when  earnestly  and  honestly  spoken.  It  will  be  our  aim  to  cherish 
freedom  of  thought  and  speech,  on  every  subject  relating  to  manV 
highest  welfjire.  In  saying  this,  we  have  no  mental  reservations  to  mock 
the  earnest  seeker  after  truth.  We  have  no  thunderbolts  to  launch 
at  those  whose  perceptions  of  truth  lead  them  to  different  conclusions 
from  those  of  the  majority ;  no  edicts  of  excommunication  to  scare  the 
aoiil  from  its  researches ;  no  sanctimonious  scowl  to  dart  at  him  who 
carries  the  torch  of  free  inquiry  into  the  very  holy  of  holies.  We  know 
of  no  question  too  sacred  for  examination,  nor  in  respect  to  which  hu- 
fnan  reason  should  yield  to  human  authority,  however  ancient  or  ven 
•rable. 
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Our  organization  i»  formed  upon  such  principles,  that  while  thts  bodj 
will  not  be  responsible  for  the  acts  of  individuals,  so,  on  the  other  hand, 
individuals  and  minorities  may  avoid  responsibility  for  any  acts  of  the 
body  which  they  do  not  approve,  by  recording  their  votes  against  such 
acts,  or,  if  they  think  the  case  demands  it,  by  a  protest  It  will,  more- 
over, be  the  right  of  any  individual,  to  withdraw  from  the  Association  at 
any  moment,  without  being  requii*ed  to  give  reasons  for  so  doing,  and 
witliout  being  subjected  to  censure  on  the  part  of  the  meeting. 

Believing  that  local  Associations,  similar  in  their  principles  and 
aims  to  ours,  would  meet  the  wants  of  multitudes  at  the  present  day, 
and  that  they  would  be  likely  to  accomplish  great  good,  we  hope  to  see 
such  established  in  every  community  where  a  sufficient  number  of  per- 
sons  are  found  ready  for  the  work.  The  men  and  women  who  are  en- 
gaged in  the  various  moral  reforms  of  the  day,  and  who  have  become 
weary  of  the  prevalent  sectarianism,  might,  we  believe,  gain  strength 
for  their  special  labors  by  establishing  regular  meetings  on  the  First  day 
of  the  week,  for  mutual  edification  and  improvement,  for  an  interchange 
of  the  sympathies  growing  out  of  common  pursuits  and  trials,  and  for 
the  cultivation  of  their  moral  and  religious  powers.  The  principle  <rf 
human  fraternity  would  be  thereby  strengthened  among  them,  and  their 
children  be  preset  ved  from  many  unhealthful  infiuences,  and  prepared 
to  meet  the  full  responsibilities  of  life  in  a  spirit  becoming  to  the  age  in 
which  their  lot  has  been  cast  Surely,  these  are  objects  worthy  of  our 
earnest  thought  and  most  careful  attention.  Our  province  is  not  that 
of  iconoclasts  alone.  We  must  build  as  well  as  destroy.  If  there  are 
evil  institutions  to  be  overthrown  and  pernicious  customs  to  be  uproot- 
ed, so  also  IS  there  need  of  a  new  social  fabric,  of  which  righteousness 
and  peace  are  to  be  the  foundations.  If  there  are  vices  to  be  done  away, 
so  also  are  there  virtues  to  be  promoted  ;  if  tliere  are  corrupt  trees  to  be 
hewn  down  and  cast  into  the  fire,  so  also  are  there  plants  of  godliness  to 
be  trained,  and  dowers  of  heavenly  beauty  and  fragrance  to  be  nurtured* 
And  in  this  work  we  must  help  each  other,  not  occasionally  ar^  inci- 
dentally alone,  but  regularly  and  systematically.  The  arrangements 
for  meetings  should  in  every  case  be  adapted  to  the  peculiar  wants  and 
tastes  of  the  communities  in  which  they  are  respectively  held,  care  being 
taken  to  keep  forms  subordinate  to  works  of  practical  goodness  and  be- 
neficence. It  is  neither  necessary  nor  desirable  that  one  meeting 
should  be  an  exact  copy  of  another.  Adhering  closely  to  fundamental 
principles,  there  will  still  be  scope  for  a  variety  of  modes  and  forms. 

Th«  loca'  Associations  should  do  more  than  hold  WA--ikly  meetings. 
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'JThey  should  regard  it  a  sacred  duty  to  provide  for  the  yisitation  and 
help  of  the  poor  in  their  respective  neighborhoods,  to  lend  their  sjm- 
path  J  and  cn(x>urageraent  to  such  as  are  borne  down  under  heavy  trials, 
and  to  afford  prompt  and  eflScient  aid  in  every  right  effort  for  the  pro- 
motion of  Temperance,  Peace,  Anti-Slavery,  Education,  the  Equal  Rights 
of  Woman,  &c. ;  that  thus  the  public  may  be  convinced  that  the  Religion 
they  seek  to  diffuse  and  establish  is  not  an  aggregation  of  mysteries, 
abstractions,  and  unmeaning  forms,  but  a  Religion  for  practical,  every- 
day use,  whose  natural  tendency  is  to  fructify  the  conscience,  intensify 
the  sense  of  moral  responsibility,  purify  and  ennoble  the  aims  of  men, 
and  thus  to  make  society  wiser,  better,  and  happier.  Such  Associations, 
moreover,  ought  to  regard  it  as  their  special  function  to  cultivate  and 
develope  the  religious  sentiment  among  their  members,  and,  so  far 
as  possible,  in  the  community  generally.  For  this  purpose  they  would 
do  well  to  establish  libraries,  in  which  the  works  of  eminent  anti-sec- 
tarian writers  upon  moral,  ethical,  and  religious  subjects  might  become 
accessible  to  all  classes,  especially  to  the  young. 

Such  Associations  would  naturally  communicate,  by  letter  or  other- 
wise, with  the  Yearly  Meeting,  each  giving  that  body  the  results 
of  its  own  peculiar  experience,  and  receiving  in  return  the  experiences 
of  others,  with  such  suggestions  as  the  Yearly  Meeting,  upon  a  care- 
ful comparison  of  the  whole,  may  be  qualified  to  make.  The  various 
Yearly  Meetings  may  also  strengthen  one  another*8  hands  by  fraternal 
correspondence  and  counsel ;  and  thus,  without  ecclesiastical  authority 
or  domination  on  the  part  of  any,  the  whole  body  of  believers  in  prac- 
tical Christianity  throughout  the  country  may  be  cemented  together  in 
Christian  love,  and  prepared  to  labor  in  harmony  for  the  redemption  of 
mankind  from  every  evil  and  false  way,  and  for  the  establishment  of 
universal  righteousnefis,  purity,  and  peace.  A  Church  thus  united 
would  wield  a  moral  power  like  that  of  the  Apostles  and  immediate 
followers  of  Jesus,  and  the  means  by  which  it  would  conquer  the  world 
are  those  which  an  Apostle  has  described  :  "  By  pureness,  bt  know 

LBDOB,  BY  LONO-fiUFTERmO,  BY  THE  HoLY  SPIRTr,  BY  LOVE  UNFEIGNED, 
BT  THE  ARMOR  OF  RIGHTEOUSNESS  ON  THE  RIGHT  HAND  AND  ON 
THE   LEFT." 

Dear  Friends  I  are  these  ideas  of  a  Church  Utopian  ?  Are  we 
dreamers  and  enthusiasts  f  or  is  the  day  foretold  by  ancient  prophets 
and  bards  beginning  to  dawn  upon  our  darkness  and  to  light  the  dull 
borizon  with  its  reviving  rays  ?  Are  we  always  to  walk  amid  shadows 
nnd  sbamn  i     Do  we  not  hear  the  voice  of  God  spi^aking  to  us  in  the  deep 
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iilence  of  our  souls,  and  uttering  itself  in  the  events  that  are  passing  be- 
fore  us,  bidding  us  awake  from  our  slumbers,  to  cast  away  our  doubts, 
and  purify  ourselves  for  the  work  of  building  up  a  pure  ChristianitT 
upon  the  earth  ?  Are  not  the  fields  every  where  white  unto  the  harvest! 
and  are  there  not  all  around  us  men  and  women,  whose  hearts  God 
hath  touched  with  holy  fire,  and  who  stand  ready  to  enlist  with  us  ic 
this  glorious  cause  f  Let  us,  then,  not  falter,  nor  hesitate.  What  if 
our  numbers  are  few,  and  the  hosts  of  superstition  and  sin  stand  before 
us  in  menacing  array  ?  What  are  their  boasts  to  us,  when  we  know 
that  the  truth  we  promulgate  is  *'a  part  of  the  celestial  machinery  of 
God,^  and  that,  ''  whoso  puts  that  machinery  in  gear  for  mankind 
hath  the  Almighty  to  turn  his  wheel  ?" 

*•  O,  brother  man  I  fold  to  thy  heart  thy  brother; 
Where  pity  dwells,  the  peace  of  God  is  there , 
To  worship  rightly,  is  to  love  each  other, 

Each  smile  a  h3rmii,  each  kindly  deed  a  prayer. 

*'  Follow  with  reverent  steps  the  great  example 
Of  Ilim  whose  holy  work  was  *  doing  good  ;* 
S(>  shall  the  wide  earth  seem  our  Father's  temple, 
Each  loving  life  a  p*alm  of  gratitude. 

'Then  shall  all  shackles  fall ;  the  stormy  clangor 
Of  wild  war  music  o'er  the  earth  shall  cease ; 

Love  shall  tread  out  the  baleful  fire  of  anger. 
And  in  its  ashes  plant  the  tree  of  peace.** 

Signed  on  behalf  and  by  direction  of  the  Pennsylvania  Yearly 
Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends,  held  at  Old  Kennett,  Chester  County,  by 
adjournments,  from  the  22d  to  the  25th  of  Fifth  Month,  1853. 

Joseph  A.  Dugdalk,  I  ni   v. 
Sidney  Peirce,  f  ^*^^ 


Oar  Mend,  Josbpb  A.  Duodazji,  being  present  wlUi  a^  the  traUifiil  and  lamlnoos  Expo- 
sition of  Sentiments  put  forth  by  the  PennsjlvanU  Yearly  Meeting  of  Progresslre  F^^en4^ 
recently  held  at  **  Old  Kennett,"  Chester  Gonnty,  was  presented  and  read.  The  msgnitnda 
and  importance  of  the  principles  embraced,  and  their  apposlteness  to  the  present  wsnts  of 
society,  were  deeply  felt;  and  this  meeting  earnestly  recommends  to  Its  meml>ers  their  coop- 
eration in  the  circulation  of  the  document. 

8igned  by  direction  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  Oongrsgntional  Friends,  held  In  WstsrkKH 
Stneea  Coonty,  N.  Y.,  from  the  5th  to  the  7th  of  the  Sixth  month,  incluMvo,  1853. 

THOMAS  M'CLINTOCK,  » 
BHODA  Db  OABMO,        f 
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REPORT  OF  A  COMMITTEE  APPOINTED  IN   1866. 

In  reporting  to  the  Yearly  Meeting  on  the  subject  of  Spiritualism, 
the  Committee  do  not  think  it  expedient  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of 
the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  question,  in  itself  considered,  but  will 
rather  confine  themselves  to  a  brief  and  general  review,  recommending 
it  to  the  individual  investigation  of  each  and  every  mind. 

Certain  phenomena,  both  of  a  mental  and  physical  character,  have, 
within  a  few  years  past,  attracted  the  attention,  first  of  a  few  persons  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  thence,  gradually  extending  in  interest  and 
frequency,  have,  with  a  rapidity  almost  unprecedented,  awakened  the 
interest  of  thousands,  in  all  sections  of  the  United  States,  and  finally, 
are  at  the  present  time  stirring  the  minds  of  men  in  other  lands. 

These  phenomena,  it  is  claimed  by  the  disciples  of  Spiritualism,  are 
produced  by  the  influence  of  human  beings  in  that  sphere  or  condition 
of  life  which  follows  physical  death ;  and  to  establish  the  truth  or  false- 
hood of  this  claim  becomes  the  first  and  paramount  question  of  interest 
connected  with  the  subject. 

In  determining  this  important  question,  diligent  inquirers  will  find 
much  to  interest,  much  to  perplex,  and  yet  much  to  gratify  them. 
Many  minds  seem  intuitively  to  feel  the  truth,  fitness,  and  naturalness 
of  spirit  communion  ;  yet  to  the  raiionalist  it  seems  only  determinable 
by  a  course  of  severe  induction.  Like  all  philosophicdi  questions,  that 
theory  is  alone  admissible  which  will  explain  all  the  attendant  phe- 
nomena and  observed  factSy  and  which  is,  moreover,  consistent  with  the 
nature  of  man,  and  the  world  of  matter  and  of  mind  with  which  he  is 
oo'4«nected. 

It  is  needless,  perhaps,  to  state,  that  while  the  believers  in  the  spir- 
itual origin  of  the  phenomena  alluded  to  have  mcreased  rapidly  in  num- 
bers, opposition  to  their  views  has  been  as  rapidly  developed  in  many 
and  varied  forms.  Persecution  and  ridicule  have  been  abundantly  ap- 
plied. The  logician  and  the  sophist,  the  sincere  and  the  insincere,  have 
alike  hurled  their  shafts  at  the  young  yet  vigorous  giant  that  they 
fancied  was  becoming  a  dangerous  and  powerful  influence  for  evil. 
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This  opposition  Lm  tended  the  more  to  subject  the  question  to  rigid 
and  philosophical  scrutiny,  and  it  has,  in  the  opinion  of  manj,  come 
forth  unscathed  from  the  searching  ordeal. 

Unlike  some  other  so-called  delusions  of  this  age.  Spiritualism  has 
attracted  to  its  ranks  a  lai^e  proportion  of  the  learning  and  intelligrace 
of  our  country.  If  delusion  it  be,  it  is  the  delusion  of  the  rational  phi- 
losopher— of  those  whose  minds  have  been  bred  in  the  school  of  induc- 
tive reasoning  of  the  severest  order.  The  doctor,  the  lawyer,  the  theo* 
logian,  the  mathematician,  the  experimental  chemist  and  student  of 
natural  science,  as  well  as  the  statesman  and  moral  philosopher,  have 
alike  enrolled  themselves  under  its  banner  and  stood  up  for  the  defence 
of  the  spiritual  idea.  Such  are  the  companions  whom  the  diligent  in- 
vestigator will  find  to  aid  lum  in  his  efforts  to  determine  the  nature  of 
this  interesting  subject 

The  opposition  to  the  spiritual  idea  appears  to  come  mainly  from 
two  very  distinct  classes — orthodox  sectarians  and  skeptical  mateiialists. 
The  sanctified  clergyman  and  the  avowed  atheist  join  hands  in  a  bitter 
warfare  against  the  spiritualist  as  a  common  enemy.  This  fact  the 
disciple  perceives  with  gratulation  rather  than  fear,  as  a  presumpUve 
evidence  that  perchance  he  may  have  found  the  golden  mean,  whereon 
to  build  a  rauonal  faith,  freed  from  the  superstitious  dogmas  of  a  dark 
theology  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  chilling  and  hopeless  prospects  of 
the  materialist  on  the  other.  It  is  to  this  feature  of  the  question  that, 
in  the  present  connection,  we  would  especially  call  the  attention  of 
Progressive  Friends,  as  being  applicable  and  appropriate  to  the  position 
they  have  assumed  before  the  world,  and  suggest  that  they  reject  not 
hastily  and  inconsiderately  what  may  be  an  element  of  progress  to 
humanity,  powerful  and  effectual  in  proportion  as  man's  spirituality  it 
acknowledged  to  be  his  paramount  possession.  The  proof  of  the  propo 
sition,  whether  man  is  or  is  not  an  immortal  being,  seems  now,  in  the 
judgment  of  many,  to  rest  mainly  upon  the  decision  of  the  question 
under  consideration.  The  great  deeps  of  traditional  theology  are 
broken  up,  and  the  records  that  our  fathers  were  taught  to  reverence, 
are  to  us  insufficient  of  themselves  for  the  establishment  of  truth. 
Under  such  circumstances,  many  minds,  unable  to  perceive,  or  unwilling 
to  rely  upon,  the  souFs  own  instincts  and  aspirations  as  revealed  to  the 
inner  life,  are  left  without  that  inspiring  faith  in  a  future  and  higher 
life,  the  presence  or  absence  of  which  does  and  must  modify  man's  hap- 
piness, his  duty  to  himself  and  to  his  fellow-man.    The  determination 
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of  the  question  thus  assumes  an  ethical  beariog,  as  aiding  to  make 
known  unto  ns  ^  our  dnties  and  the  reason  of  them,''  and  even  the  most 
creed-despising  philanthropist  may  feel  an  interest  in  the  result  of  such 
KD  investigation. 

Let  us  not  cany  the  utilitarianism  of  our  practical  philanthropy  and 
Dur  well-grounded  detestation  of  lifeless  creeds  to  the  extreme  of  reject- 
ing and  denying  the  importance  of  our  own  soul-inspiring  hopes  and 
immortal  possessions.  Man  ever  has  been,  ever  will  be  a  speculative 
md  aspiring  being,  and  his  reverential  nature  ever  longs  for  and  will 
worship  either  in  error  or  in  truth. 

Let  us  see  to  it  that  we  turn  not  from  the  light  of  modem  reveal- 
DOLentB,  coming  at  a  time  when  the  minds  of  thousands,  too  far  pro- 
gp'essed  to  accept  the  dreary  and  absurd  schemes  and  traditions  of  the 
past,  were  in  danger  of  sinking  into  cold  materiality,  lest  unhappily  we 
gather  not  the  harvest  of  our  own  day  and  time,  and  in  the  winter, 
perchance,  be  forced  to  "  beg  and  have  nothing." 

In  the  course  of  a  thorough  examination  of  what  is  termed  modem 
Spiritualism,  difSculties  may  frequently  be  met  with,  puerilities  and  con- 
tradictions will  be  exhibited  and  require  to  be  reconciled;  but  such 
should  not  discourage  the  seeker  after  truth,  which  ofken  lies  deep  and 
much  obscured  by  the  mists  of  error  and  imperfection.  The  inquirer 
may  also,  perhaps,  be  surprised  to  find  that  the  attendant  phenomena 
are  not  new,  except  in  degree  and  in  the  extent  and  frequency  of  their 
manifestation.  In  the  history  of  the  race,  extending  through  all  ages, 
may  be  found  the  recorded  facts  that  it  becomes  his  duty  to  collect  and 
compare,  and  which  often  appear  to  strengthen  and  corroborate,  in  a 
remarkable  manner,  the  manifestations  of  the  present  age. 

When  the  interesting  question  of  the  origin  of  these  phenomena  is 
satisfactorily  decided,  by  fair  induction,  in  favor  of  the  spiritual  idea, 
then  opens  to  the  enthusiastic  disciple  a  wide  and  glorious  field.  The 
severe  ordeal  through  which  his  golden  truth  has  been  forced  to  pass, 
has  made  of  him  a  rationalist ;  he  casts  aside  all  idea  of  miracle. 
The  apparently  miracalous  is  attributed  by  him  to  the  action  of  unseen 
intelligent  beings,  working  by  means  invisible,  yet  real,  and  in  obe- 
dience to  laws,  although  to  his  limited  vision  those  laws  may  as  yet  be 
dimly  understood. 

To  him  the  present  and  the  future — all  life — ^is  natural;  the  one  ra- 
dimental  and  preparatory  to  another  more  real,  more  perfect,  and  more 
transcendently  progressive.    Time  and  eternity,  to  the  spiritualist,  have 
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no  dividing  point;  be  is  now  in  eternity,  and  now  in  the  preBence  of  the 
all-pervading  Godhead,  in  degree  the  same  as  ever  he  will  be.  The 
revelations  of  the  departed,  who  oommune  with  him,  state  what 
his  own  intuitions  and  his  own  reason  also  teach,  that  we  have  do 
God  of  vengeance,  but  a  God  of  love  and  of  law  ;  that  what  a  man 
sows  that  shall  he  also  reap,  in  this  life  as  well  as  in  the  future — "as  the 
tree  falls  so  it  shall  lie ;''  or,  in  other  words,  as  the  human  being  departs 
from  this  life,  so  shall  he  enter  the  next,  mentally  and  morally  tiie  same, 
there  to  be  subject  to  the  laws  of  that  sphere  of  being,  and  go  on  to 
fulfil  the  great  end  of  his  creation,  and  to  progress,  sooner  or  later,  on- 
ward and  upward  towards  inconceivable  perfection.  Death  loses,  in  a 
great  degree,  its  dread  and  awe-inspiring  character,  and  ceases  to  be,  in 
the  language  of  the  poet,  the  source  "  of  all  that  mortals  know  or  dream 
of  fear  or  agony,'*  and  comes,  on  the  contrary,  to  be  viewed  as  the 
natural  portal  to  a  higher  life,  through  which,  it  is  true,  the  premature 
passage  is  painful,  and  near  and  dear  friends  may  leave  ^im  to  his  aoi^ 
row ;  yet  the  vail  of  separation  is  not  impenetrable  darkness,  and  his 
sorrow  need  not  be  without  hope  even  of  present  continued  intercoone, 
and  the  certainty  of  a  future  and  joyous  reunion. 

The  disciples  of  Spiritualism,  in  fact,  clmm  that  their  investigations 
have  not  only  proved  the  possibility  and  naturalness  of  communion  with 
the  departed,  but  have,  in  addition,  resulted  in  the  establishment  of  a 
rational  theology  and  philosophy  of  humanity,  such  as  the  world  has 
never  before  known,  reconciling  and  explaining  the  records  of  the  past, 
and  jet  claiming  no  blind  faith,  but  openly  challenging  the  severest 
scrutiny  and  the  fullest  exercise  of  the  intelligent  powers  of  the  mind. 

Such  being  the  length,  breadth  and  importance  of  this  subject,  as  up- 
held by  persons  of  undoubted  intelligence  and  goodness  of  hearty  the 
Committee  repeat,  they  can  but  recommend  it  to  the  earnest,  yet  cau- 
tious, investigation  of  every  truth-lover,  desiring,  at  the  same  time,  that 
none  may  permit  their  interest  in  the  subject  to  become  too  absorbing, 
or  tend  in  any  degree  towards  infatuation — a  result  ever  to  be  lamented; 
but  that  all  may  remember,  that  the  life  now  present  is  the  one  whose 
duties  are  paramount,  and  the  proper  fulfilment  of  them,  and  the  legiti- 
mate enjoyment  of  its  many  blessings,  is  our  most  acceptable  ofifering  to 
the  Bounteous  Bestower  of  the  great  boon  of  existence. 

Adopted  by  the  Yearly  Meeting,  Fifth  month  19th,  ISbl. 

Oliver  Johnson,  ) 

nsNRiETTA  W.  Johnson,   >  Clerkw. 
Joseph  A.  Duodalb,        ) 
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GENERAL  EPISTLE 

Of  the  Pennsykania  Yearly  Meeting  of  Proffreeeive  Fi 
Yearly  Meetinge  founded  upon  the  name  prineiplee ;  < 
Jfeetingiy  and  to  the  Friende  of  Truth  and  Progress  whe 

In  the  glad  and  beantifol  spring-time,  amidst  the  rich  g 
blossoms,  the  flowing  of  the  sap  to  the  remotest  tendrils  ol 
ontbnrsting  of  leaves  from  their  places  of  concealment,  v 
servatisra  of  a  long  winter  has  bonnd  them,  we  have  met 
council  to  commnne  together  on  the  momentous  subjects  v 
Euatinff  the  hearts  of  the  lovers  of  progress  in  this  age  of  in' 

^*  Humanity  (said  Schiller)  must  increase  and  ripen,  anc 
point  lead  all  creative  time.  Thou  darest  not  enclose  thee  Yt 
eircle  of  the  truthful  and  the  good,  nor  follow  blindly  the  ti 
toms  of  old.*'  Dear  friends,  when  we  contemplate  the  i 
influenoes  of  sectarianism,  the  terrible  power  which  sunerstii 
and  bigotry  have  exerted  in  keeping  humanity  frozen  throng 
night,  we  cannot  but  be  inspired  with  sentiments  of  thanki 
the  beginnings  of  spring-time  in  the  moral  world.  What 
tween  man  as  he  is  even  now,  and  as  he  was  in  the  darki 
centuries!  Who  can  limit  the  sublime  heights  of  digni 
to  which  he  may  attain  in  the  development  of  the  latent  g* 
bidden  in  his  being  I  Jean  Paul  demanded  very  justly,  ' 
being  of  earth  with  wings  of  light,  if  destined  to  shrink 
shell  which  gave  it  birth,  nnable  to  fVee  itself  by  its  ethen 
It  has  been  said^  ^^  there  is  nothing  safe  but  truth."  Tmtl 
gerous  to  anything  but  error.  In  order  to  know  what  is  tr 
of  investigation  most  not  only  be  lighted,  but  carried  into  t] 
aaperstitions.  Then,  in  the  light,  we  must  work,  and  diskid 
the  temple  of  the  soul.  There  is  dignity  in  labor ;  nothi 
attained  without  it.  Blessed  are  thev  that  do  His  oomm< 
they  may  have  right  to  tlie  tree  of  life. 

When  doubts  are  published  respecting  the  divinity  < 
and  the  Bible,  the  timid  and  the  unstable  fear  that  Ohristia 
ger.  Our  word  of  cheer  to  all  such  is,  "  Fear  not  for  the  Ah 
it  is  based  on  immutable,  indestructible  laws ;  its  commandi 
en ;  faith,  reason,  goodness,  tmth,  must  first  perish  before  1 
be  destroyed.  As  the  primeval  rock  lies  at  the  bottom  o 
appears  at  the  top  of  the  loftiest  mountains,  so  in  a  flni 
religion,"  of  this  fire-proof  quality,  "  underlies  and  crowns  i 
with  rich  blessings  to  the  race.  We  hear  its  voice  in  the  ii 
saying,  Te  have  denied  the  divine  right  of  kings  to  ml 
learn  that  the  divine  right  of  a  Church  to  exercise  dominioi 
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and  the  divine  right  of  man  to  exercise  authority  over  woman,  are  equally 
monstrous  and  absurd. 

Dear  friends,  our  position  as  the  advocates  of  progress  is  one  of  great 
responsibility.  Let  us  not  be  mere  destructives.  The  true  reformer  most 
carry  both  the  torch  and  the  hammer ;  not  only  strike,  as  a  true  icono- 
clast, the  brazen  images  of  sectarian  falsehood,  but,  with  sagacious  oon- 
structiveness,  in  the  spirit  of  gentleness  and  love,  seek  to  build  up  the 
beautiful  and  the  true.  The  Power  that  upholds  the  universe  aids  tiie 
honest  soul  in  its  researches  after  living,  vital  truth.  Let  us  be  allied  to 
this  Power  in  indissoluble  bands,  and  thus  cooperate  with  angels  and  with 
God  in  hastening  the  period  when  the  sound  of  the  war-whoop  and  the 
shrieks  of  the  wounded  and  dying  shall  be  heard  no  more  on  the  battle* 
field ;  when  the  fetters  shall  fail  from  the  limbs  of  every  slave,  when  super- 
stition .and  bigotry  shall  be  obliterated,  and  peace,  love,  and  all  the  train 
of  virtues  shdl  be  triumphant  over  all. 

We  have  been  edified  and  delighted  by  the  present  opportunity  for 
fraternal  communion  and  sympathy.  Our  Yearly  Meeting  lias  been  at- 
tended by  overflowing  numbers.  On  First  day,  after  filling  our  commo- 
dious house  to  its  utmost  capacity,  hundreds  were  left  standing  on  the 
acyoining  grounds. 

We  have  been  cheered  by  the  presence  and  earnest  words  of  several 
friends  from  distant  States — among  them  our  beloved  friends,  WiluahL 
Garbisok,  of  Boston ;  Wiluam  II.  HomiNOTON,  BrrsiB  M.  Cowlbs  and 
Mart  G.  Trosn,  of  Ohio;  and  Oborgb  and  Jahb  Lawton,  of  North 
Collins  Yearly  Meeting,  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

The  great  practical  testimonies  of  righteousness  have  been  preached  in 
the  demonstration  of  the  spirit  and  wiu  power.  The  servants  of  troth, 
clothed  with  the  same  spirit  of  love,  have  yet  exhibited  a  diversity  of 
gifts.  The  sons  of  thunder  and  the  daughters  of  consolation  have  each, 
according  to  their  special  endowments,  stirred  and  edified  our  souls,  show- 
ing us  that  in  the  moral  as  well  as  the  natural  world,  the  storm  is  the 
harbinger  of  the  sunshine  and  the  rainbow. 

We  have  appointed  a  Committee  to  make  arrangements  for  holding 
meetings  in  dififerent  places,  as  way  may  open,  to  advance  the  Testimonies 
of  this  Kellgious  Society.  Our  Committee  on  Education  made  an  inter- 
esting Beport,  proposing,  among  other  things,  the  blending  of  physical  widi 
intellectual  labor  in  our  institutions  of  learning.  That  so  many  of  onr 
cherished  young  people  lay  the  foundation  for  premature  death  by  neg- 
lecting to  obey  physiological  laws  while  obtaining  an  education,  impresses 
us  with  deep  sorrow,  and  demands  at  onr  hands  some  earnest  efiforts  at 
reform  in  this  particular.  Our  Committee  appointed  last  year  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Spiritualism  produced  an  interesting Keport,  which,  expresdng  no 
opinion  upon  the  question  itself,  commended  it  to  the  carefid  and  candid 
consideration  of  the  ft-iends  of  truth  and  progress.  It  was  adopted  by  a 
minority  of  more  than  two-thirds  of  those  who  voted  upon  it.  On  the 
subjecta  of  Slavery,  War,  Capital  Punishment,  Temperanoe,  Tobacco,  and 
the  Goequality  of  Woman*  we  have  uttered  our  Tesdmonies  with  great 
unanimity. 

With  salutations  of  love,  we  are  your  friends, 

OuvBB  Johnson, 

Hbnbibtta  W.  Johnson,  V  CUrht, 


Joseph  A.  Dtjqoalb, 


-I 
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7S0H  THE  inOBIOAN  TKARLT  HEBTINO. 

Thk  Michigan  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends  of  Human  Progress  send  3'oa 
salutations  of  peace  and  good  will,  and,  by  their  written  voice,  hope  to 
impart  strength,  and  an  earnest  of  victory  in  your  enterprise  in  seekiuff  to 
promulgate  Uie  glorious  sentiments  of  one  great  brotherhood,  true  ideas 
of  humanity,  and  the  importance  of  the  development  of  man^s  spiritual 
nature,  un trammeled  by  creeds  or  arbitrary  dictation. 

Tour  yearly  voice  of  greeting  was  read  at  our  annual  gathering,  and 
the  undersigned  were  appointed  to  prepare  and  forward  to  you  a  suitable 
reply.  This  becomes  a  work  of  pleasure,  as  the  feeling  comes  welling  up 
from  the  soul's  depths  of  the  oneness  of  our  objects,  our  recognitions,  and 
our  aims.  And  the  thought  still  abides  in  the  trusting  soul,  that,  by  the 
law  of  progress,  the  time  shall  yet  come  when  the  world  shall  feel  but  one 
encircling  love ;  one  hope  for  truth — one  life  to  work-— one  common  path 
to  tread ;  and  behold  one  common  glory  and  glorious  destiny  for  the  sinful 
and  erring  children  of  the  great  and  good  Father  of  all. 

Truly  it  is  a  noble  work  to  step  aside  from  the  old  forms  and  customs 
of  life,  and  with  no  desire  to  proselyte  by  enforcing  creeds,  or  to  get  a 
great  name  by  our  numbers  and  popularity,  but  to  take  man  as  he  is,  and 
by  the  genial  spirit  of  Jesus  seek  to  warm  into  an  active  condition  all  that 
is  noble  and  good,  and  thus  to  reform  and  save  him,  by  teaching  him  to 
do  good.  To  shrink  not  when  ffiant  wrong  stares  us  in  the  face  in  gov- 
ernments, institutions,  and  churches ;  knowing  that  the  truth  will  come 
uppermost,  and  that  justice  shall  be  done.  Feeling,  also,  that  we  are  the 
children  of  one  Universal  Father,  we  can  with  one  hand,  and  heart,  and 
spirit,  seek  to  remove  the  wrong,  by  imparting  to  all  noble  thoughts,  and 
a  sense  of  the  importance  of  life  when  properly  directed.  For 

"  It  mattera  not  how  lonff  we  lire,  bat  how  ; 
For  as  the  parts  of  one  mnnliood  while  here 
We  live  in  ererj  age ;  we  think  and  feel 
And  feed  upon  the  cominf  and  the  gone 
As  mnch  as  on  the  now  tkM.    Man  is  one, 


And  he  hath  one  great  heart :    It  is  thus  we  feel 

s  ihn 
Each  others  rights  and  wrongs." 


With  a  gigantic  throb  athwart  the  sea 


other 


Our  meeting  was  made  interesting  by  the  presence  of  that  earnest  anc 
noble-hearted  worker,  Joseph  A.  Dugdale,  of  Pennsylvania,  Henry  0 
Weight,  of  Boston,  A.  T.  Fobs,  Elias  DeGarmo,  and  others.  Never  hav< 
we  enjoyed  a  meeting  where  more  of  the  true  spirit  of  Christ  prevailed 
and  where  the  true  nobilitv  of  man  was  more  clearly  and  conspicuonsl} 
exhibited.  That  the  Infinite  Father  may  permit  us  to  enjoy  many  such  it 
this,  and  more  in  the  coming  life,  is  the  sincere  and  heartfelt  prayer  o 
your  friends  and  fellow-helpers  in  the  cause  of  truth,  liberty,  and  hu 
manity.  Justin  P.  Atebill, 

B.  B.  Mbrritt, 
Battle  Obeee,  Mioh.,  May  12th,  186T.         ^«anob8  Titus. 


PBOM  THE  NOSTH  00LLIN8  (N.  T.)  TSABLT  MBBTINO. 

Our  meeting  has  been  large,  steadily  increasing  in  numbers  and  interes 
until  its  close,  and  has  been  characterized  by  a  beautiful  harmony.  W 
had  the  company  of  several  strangers  from  other  States,  among  whori 
was  our  much  esteemed  friend,  Joseph  A.  Dugdale,  from  Pennsylvanii 
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whose  company  and  labors  of  love  have  been  truly  ^rateM  and  salntary 
to  our  feelings.  Among  onr  most  pleasing  aDticipations  connected  with 
the  future  meetings  will  be  the  hope  of  receiving  communications 
firom  your  own  and  kindred  sooieties,  which,  under  the  blessing  of  onr 
Heavenly  Father,  we  hope  to  see  arise.  The  good  work  of  emancipating 
the  human  mind  fh>m  the  dominion  of  lifeless  forms  and  unmeaning 
ceremonies  is  now  fairly  begun.  Be  it  our^,  by  an  earnest  piety,  a  pure, 
disinterested  devotion,  and  an  untiring,  self-sa<»rificing  energy,  to  urge  it 
forward. 

Eminently  propitious  are  the  tiroes  in  which  we  live.  Education  has 
been  brought  within  the  reach  of  the  masses.  Cheap  printing  has  scat- 
tered the  productions  of  our  best  authors  and  most  gifted  minds  to  the 
smallest  villages  and  most  remote  settlements.  While  there  is  much  to 
disapprove,  we  must  acknowledge  that  no  age  of  the  world  ever  produced 
so  fine  a  literature  as  that  of  which  the  nineteenth  centnry  is  in  possession. 
Reforms  of  various  kinds  are  consummated  with  a  celerity  which  has 
never  before  been  witnessed.  Labor-saving  machinery  indicates  the  ap- 
proach of  better  social  relations,  and  of  a  time  when  less  physical  labor 
will  be  reanired,  while  vast  facilities  for  intercommunication  ore  breaking 
down  local  and  sectional  prejudices,  and,  by  promoting  commercial  ana 
fHendly  intercourse,  rendering  more  and  more  distasteful  the  horrors  of 
war  and  making  bright  the  prospects  of  permanent  and  universal  peace. 
Old  things  are  passing  away,  and  all  things  becoming  new.  So  must  it  be 
with  those  spiritual  appliances,  by  the  aid  of  which  we  seek  to  preserve 
the  vitality  and  power  of  our  religious  being.  Old  churches,  with  their 
creeds  and  particular  forms  and  ceremonies,  no  longer  minister  to  the  end 
fbr  which  they  were  instituted.  They  are  inade<|nate  to  meet  the  wants 
and  aspirations  of  the  age.  They  are  a  stumbling-block  in  the  way  of 
our  Christian  progress.  Let  us  no  longer  trust  to  their  efficacy,  but  give 
heed  rather  to  simplicity  in  our  public  gatherings,  and  rely  upon  personal 
faithfulness  to  supply  our  spiritual  wonts. 

Our  attention,  during  the  present  meeting,  has  been  again  directed  to 
those  great  moral  reforms  and  philanthropic  movements  which  the  re- 
quirements of  the  Gospel  would  urge  us  to  prosecute  with  all  earnestness. 
The  cause  of  the  slave,  the  suppression  of  intemperance,  the  elevation  of 
woman,  the  evils  of  war,  etc.,  have  been  with  us  subjects  of  deep  and 
anxious  solicitude.  Let  us,  dear  friends,  avail  ourselves  of  all  righteous 
means  to  press  upon  the  attention  of  the  neighborhoods  in  which  we  live 
and  the  circles  in  which  we  move,  the  necessity  of  a  deep  and  serious 
consideration  of  these  things.  Above  all,  let  us  with  all  diligence  strive 
to  be  in  ourselves  living  epistles,  in  which  these  great  principles  may  be 
seen  and  read  of  alL  Let  us  Jook  to  ourselves  individually,  tuat  we  are 
not  leaving  unperformed  any  thing  which  may  be  justly  expected  of  us. 
Thus  by  a  right  regulation  of  onr  homes,  by  our  honorable  discharge  of 
the  every  day  duties  of  life,  a  steady  diligence  in  the  acquisition  of  know- 
ledge, and  a  continual  obedience  to  the  DU>ine  WiU^  we  shall  effectually 
promote  the  good  of  our  own  souls  and  aid  in  the  redemption  of  our  fel- 
low-creatures. 

Signed  by  direction  and  on  behalf  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends  of 
Uumau  Progress,  held  at  North  Collins,  N.  Y.,  from  the  29th  to  the  81st  of 
August,  1856. 

Charles  C.  Kibby.J  q^,^*,^^ 
Sabah  Bubtis,         f  S6oretana, 
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FBOM  TBS  MBRTINO  OF  PBOGBBSBIYK  FBISND6  IN  SDEN,  IOWA.* 
DbAR  FrIBNDB  and  0o-LaB0RBR8  in  THB  OaUSB  op  TBlTTn  AND  H 

MANiTT : — Our  anxiety  to  learn  and  know  of  the  success  of  Progress! 
Friends  indnces  n?  to  write  this  epistle  to  yon,  feeling  that  if  it  reach 
yon,  there  is  affinity  sufficient  existing  hetween  us,  to  call  fortli  a  word 
enconragement  to  u<»  and  our  co-lahorers  here  in  the  distant  west.  Tl 
friends  of  progression  here  have  held  meetings  weekly  dnnng  the  last  s 
months,  with  great  satisfaction,  and  we  trust  improvement  to  ourselv< 
This  is  what  we  are  looking  for — this  is  where,  in  our  opinion,  progressi< 
begins.  Our  numbers  are  small  at  present,  but  this  cannot  prevent  the  i 
flux  of  Nature's  truths  into  those  minds  that  are  striving  to  discover  ne 
truths  and  tendencies,  which  will  elevate  their  feelings  above  prejudice  ai 
the  bonds  they  have  outgrown.  Still  believing  that  necessity  roquir 
that  we  should  pass  through  the  different  conditions  which  have  been  i 
lotted  to  us,  the  insatiable  desire  to  improve  in  all  that  pertains  to  us 
with  us,  we  tnist,  for  our  further  elevation  in  the  truths  of  God  as  e 
hibited  in  His  works. 

We  have  labored  in  our  meetings  to  have  all  feel  the  greatest  possil 
freedom.  This  feeling  seems  to  pervade  the  members,  or  those  who  a 
the  most  constant  in  attendance,  yet  we  feel  they  have  no  more  rigl 
than  those  who  occasionally  come  in.  This  new  manner  of  worsliippii 
God  seems  to  us,  who  have  had  a  little  experience  therein,  to  be  develo 
ing  Oiiristian  principles  within  our  minds,  to  which  we  were  before  blin 
and  we  ennieetly  hope  and  pray  that  we  may  so  become  acquainted  wi 
God  and  His  purposes  to  His  children,  that  we  may  improve  every  knoT? 
law  as  exhibited  in  His  works  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  higher  faculties 
the  mind ;  as  mind  when  satisfied  with  what  is  in  its  possession,  aspires 
something  higher ;  tlius  we  can  see  nothing  but  progression  for  all  t 
human  family. 

Oh,  that  we  may  earnestly  strive  to  bring  the  mind  into  such  a  con< 
tion,  tliat  we  may  look  upon  all  mankind  as  one  great  family,  encircled 
the  all-powerful  arms  of  Love  1  If  we  can  do  this,  peace  and  quiet  will 
the  natural  resnlt,  and  charity  out  of  a  pure  heart  the  natural  productic 

We  would  tender  our  feeble  encouragement  to  every  form  and  pha 
of  progression.  To  any  thing  that  tends  to  increase  happiness,  justii 
love  and  truth  among  our  fellow-beings  we  would  give  our  sympathii 
and  would  try  whatever  may  be  proposed  by  such  society  as  expediei 
and,  if  our  reason  justifies  us  in  it,  should  be  with  them  in  word  ai 
work. 

Signed,  on  behalf  of  the  Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends  held  at  Edc 
Olintou  County,  Iowa,  by 

Wkltha  Mix. 

May  18th,  1867.  

FBOM  WILLIAM  n.   FISH. 

Cortland,  N.  Y.,  April  26th,  1857. 
Your  fraternal  and  kind  letter,  inviting  me  to  attend  the  Yearly  Meeti 
of  Progressive  Friends,  to  be  holden  next  month,  has  been  received ;  b 
I  find  that  I  am  again  under  the  necessity  of  denying  myself  the  very  gr< 
pleasure  which  it  would  afford  me  to  be  with  you  on  that  eyer  interesti 
occurrence.    I  have  used  the  word  "  again,"  because  it  has  been  my  desi 

*  Eeceired  too  late  to  be  commiinicated  to  the  Yearly  Meeting. 
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from  the  inaagnration  of  jour  movement  to  attend  some  one,  at  least,  of 
yoar  meetiogs,  and  I  have  several  times  purposed  to  do  so,  but  have  al- 
ways been  hindered  b^  uncontrollable  oircumstances.  I  shall,  however, 
hope  on  and  ever,  trusting  that  the  time  will  come  when  a  propitious  Pro- 
vidence will  favor  me  with  a  privilege  which  I  should  so  highly  prize. 

I  am  glad  that  yuu  have  the  assurance  that  Mr.  Gabrison  will  be  with 
you ;  and  I  doubt  not  tliat  others  will  be  tliere — progressive,  repreeentative 
men  and  women — *'  of  whom  the  world  is  not  worthy,"  and  who,  with 
their  hearts  of  flame  and  tongues  of  fire,  will  make  the  gathering  one  of 
Pentecostal  refreshing.  It  would,  indeed,  be  a  rich  treat — ^*a  feast  of  fat 
things  " — for  me  to  bS  present ;  especially  as,  in  my  present  location,  I  am 
quite  destitute  of  associative  intercourse,  sympatliy,  and  aid.  But  may 
you  who  are  privileged  thus  to  assemble  eigoy  such  a  spiritual  and  ha- 
manitary  refreshing  as  will  invigorate  and  encourage  you  all ;  and  may 
each  succeeding  Meeting  also  increase  in  joy  and  usefulness.  I  look  to  you 
with  much  hope. 

If  the  following  Rbmarks  on  the  general  state  of  Religion  and  Morals 
in  our  midst,  and  on  the  need  of  a  comprehensive  and  independent  move- 
ment, adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  times,  can  be  used  by  you  with  any 
interest  or  profit  to  the  Meeting,  please  so  use  them ;  but  fed  entirely  free 
to  put  them  into  the  receptacle  of  things  not  needed,  if  there  appears  to 
be  no  special  demand  for  them. 

Fraternally  and  affeotioDately  yours, 

Wm.  H.  Fish. 

REMARKS  ON  THE  GENERAL  STATE  OF  RELIGION  AND  MORALS. 
AND  THE  NEED  OF  A  NEW  AND  INDEPENDENT  REUGIOUS  AND 
HUMANITARY  MOVEMENT. 

BT  WM.  H.  FISH. 

As  has  been  the  case  with  the  people  of  almost  every  age,  we  of  the  pre- 
sent age  have  come  upon  an  important  crisis  in  religions,  as  in  other  matters. 
We  are  in  a  transition  state,  p«spingfrom  the  old  to  the  new;  and  there  is, 
therefore,  more  or  less  confusion  in  our  ideas  and  movements.  There  are 
many  who  have  broken  away  fW)m  existing  sects,  but  who  are  nevertheless 
dissatisfied  with  their  isolated  position  and  longing  for  a  union,  in  love  and 
good  works,  with  kindred  minds.  Of  course,  not  a  few  are  nothingartam^ 
and  quite  contented  to  be  so.  They  have  but  feeble  aspirations  for  truth  or 
goodness,  and  cannot  be  relied  upon  for  any  labor  in  the  cause  of  righteous- 
ness and  humanity.  Some  of  them  dislike  the  established  churches,  even 
more  for  the  truth  and  good  they  embody  and  teach,  than  for  their  errors 
and  sins.  They  are  opposed  to  all  restraint  upon  their  passions  and  their 
vices ;  and  chiefly  wish  to  find  some  broad  way,  made  easy,  to  the  kingdom 
of  heaven.  But  others  who  have  no  fellowship  with  any  of  the  sects,  and 
who  cannot  support  them,  still  love  truth  and  goodness,  and  long  for  their 
beneficent  reign  over  themselves  and  over  the  whole  world.  Some  of  these 
free  and  progressive  persons  are  willing  to  join  and  aid  the  Unitarians  or 
Universalists,  satisfied  still  with  a  sect^  if  only  a  little  more  liberty-loving 
and  liberal  than  the  '*  orthodox."  But  there  are  many  others  whose  edu- 
cation and  associations  have  been  such  that  they  could  not  be  drawn  into 
either  of  those  movements  or  prevailed  upon  to  take  either  of  the  names. 
Perhaps  they  are  undecided  in  reference  to  leading  theological  doctrines 
that  divide  community,  and  cannot  honestly  commit  themselves  for  or 
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agiunst  them ;  bat  are  yet  liberal,  and  disposed  to  think  for  themseh 
and  to  let  others  do  the  same,  uncondemned  and  nnmolested.  Thes 
wish  to  see  all  gathered  into  one  grand  Christian  moyement 

^'  The  Chnrdi,"  as  represented  by  the  varioas  sects,  has  certainly  1 
mnch  of  its  former  hold  upon  the  popular  mind,  and  many  outside  of 
and  not  a  few  inside,  acknowledge  and  even  reprobate  its  unrighte< 
character.  Its  power  to-day  is  not  that  of  holiness,  bat  of  tradition  a 
fiishion.  Maltitudes  wait  upon  its  ministrations,  not  because  they  are  e 
fying  and  instructive  to  them,  but  because  it  has  become  a  habit  with  th< 
to  do  so.  Some  are  kept  tliere  by  companions  or  children  who  are  co 
municants ;  some  by  the  supposed  interests  of  their  business ;  some 
special  social  attractions,  and  some  by  the  hope  of  political  elevation- 
large  migority,  I  think,  by  other  tbiogs  than  the  truth  and  good  they  fi 
there.  The  preaching  is  a  matter  that  the  mass  outside  of  the  commani< 
table  care  but  very  little  about.  They  consider  it  antiquated  and  outgrov 
Many  of  them  repudiate,  on  Monday,  in  various  places  where  they  me 
the  Qogmas  which  they  give  their  presence  and  money  to  support  on  Si 
day.  Long  starved  on  the  dry  leaves  of  a  decaying  theology,  a  remni 
wait  only  to  hear  true  voices  to  respond  to  tliem  with  mind  and  hea 
and  to  join  the  army  of  humanity  every  where  marshalling  itself;  whi 
others  are  driven  from  all  religion  by  the  false  which  they  hear  and  da 
see  lived. 

The  popular  orthodoxy,  where  it  has  unrestrained  sway,  is  distinguii 
ed  for  makiug  bigots  on  the  one  hand,  and  sceptics  and  rowdies  on  t 
other.  Of  course  many  excellent  men  and  women — the  salt  of  the  earth 
are  found  under  its  influence,  who  are  good  in  spite  of  it,  and  would 
good  any  where.  But  it  is  day  by  day  proving  itself  powerless  to  save  1 
world  even  from  many  of  the  greatest  barbarisms ;  and  if  some  new  mo^ 
menta  cannot  be  launched  into  the  world,  that  have  the  virtue  and  courfl 
to  ffo  into  an  uncompromising  warfare  with  evil  in  all  its  forms,  infidel: 
and  vice  must  triumph  and  rule  throughout  the  land.  TheOhuroh  is  ma 
up  of  such  a  heterogeneous  mass  of  materials,  good,  bad,  and  indifferei 
with  such  a  preponderance  of  the  two  latter  classes,  by  whom  it  is  mait 
ruled,  that  it  is  m  vain  to  expect  that  to  do  much  for  any  unpopular  i 
form,  whether  individual  or  social.  The  pulpits  are  **  cowards^  castlei 
and  dare  not  grapple  with  any  giant  sin  of  society,  lest  tlieir  wealthy  sc 
porters  frown,  and  withdraw  their  essential  aid.     Doubtless  they  do  soi 

rd,  for  ^  in  that  deep  there  is  a  lower  deep,"  and  varioas  classes  mi 
benefited  in  some  respects  by  coming  under  their  influence,  thouj 
others  are  very  much  damaged,  especially  by  the  sectarian  fetters  that  a 
put  upon  them.  And  let  these  instrumentalities  continue  for  sach  as  ne 
them.  Bat  for  those  who  demand  common  sense,  reason,  and  humani 
in  religion,  some  higher  and  better  organization  is  necessary. 

Whence,  then,  shall  we  look  for  hope  ?  The  movement  of  ^*  Thb  Pb 
OBK88IYB  Fribnds  "  has  always  seemed  to  me  a  very  important  and  pi 
mising  one — one  of  the  most  encouraging  signs  of  the  times.  May  it  loi 
continue  to  live  and  to  progrens  acceding  to  its  acknowledged  principle 
But  is  there  no  fear  that  it  will  depart  fh>m  its  *^  first  love,"  losing  its  zc 
and  enthusiasm?  It  is  often  the  case  that  such  a  movement  does, 
trust,  however,  that  this  one  has  in  it  men  and  women  enough,  with  t 
divine  life  and  spirit  in  them,  and  enough  of  faith  and  hope  to  keep  the 
united  and  earnest  in  the  good  work  they  have  so  well  begun,  even  to  t 
end  of  life.    It  would,  I  think,  be  a  great  loss  to  the  world  for  them 
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give  up  their  movement.  But  this,  if  I  mistake  not,  most  be  somewhat 
local  in  its  operations,  and,  it  may  be,  specially  adapted  to  those  called 
*^  Friends."  Perhaps  it  is  best  that  it  should  be  so.  it  would  seem  to  be 
nniyereal  enough  in  its  principles  and  aims  to  satisfy  all  genuine  reformers; 
but  most  of  them  have  been  so  educated  that  they  have  their  class-pecu- 
liarities and  must  have  their  particular  methods  of  operation — and  may 
have  them  consistently,  and  to  their  own  and  the  world's  advantage.  Ya* 
riety  in  unity  is  the  divine  order — many  circles,  difSdring  in  opinions  and 
forms,  included  in  one  great  circle,  whose  animus  is  the  Spirit  of  Ohrist, 
which  is  love  and  good-will  to  all.  I  rejoice  that  we  have  several  of  these 
lesser  circles  already  formed — ^*  Independent  Churches,"  **  Fraternal  Com- 
munities," "  Progressive  Friends'  Movements,"  and  so  on — and  that  they 
are  accomplishing  much  good  in  their  several  spheres  of  labor.  The  Gkeat 
Circle  is  not  yet  organized.    May  it  not  be  soon? 

Scattered  throughout  the  States  of  the  North—in  every  city,town,village 
and  school-district — there  are  those  who,  weai^  of  the  prevalent  sectarian- 
isms, long  for  a  pure  Christianity,  and  for  union  with  some  great  move- 
ment worthily  representing  it.  Some  of  these  can  go  alone,  unaided  by 
association,  so  self-reliant  upon  Qod  are  they;  but  others  are  not  so 
strong,  and  need  more  the  S3rmpathy  and  aid  of  congenial  and  guiding 
spirits.  Without  such  sympathy  and  aid  tJuft/  famish ;  and  all  would  be 
encouraged  and  profited  by  them.  Their  want,  then,  in  this  particular, 
should  be  supplied — supplied  by  a  true  religious  association  that  not  only 
treats  of  man's  relation  to  his  fellow-man,  and  his  duties  here,  but  also  ot 
bis  relation  to  the  Supreme  Spirit  and  his  immortal  destiny.  Simple 
humanitarianism,  with  no  God  and  no  higher  life  in  it,  will  never  satisfy 
for  any  greit  length  of  time.  Superstition  has  ever  been  more  potent  witn 
the  masses  than  that  alone,  and  ever  will  be — and  especially  in  times  oi 
adversity  and  affliction,  which  create  deep  spiritual  wants  which  this 
world  cannot  supply.  xTor  can  men  tol]j  unfold  themselves,  or  do  their 
highest  work,  without  the  faith  and  hope  which  true  Christianity  inspires. 

The  religions  sentiment  is  the  deepest  and  strongest  in  our  nature,  and 
though  it  long  slumber,  and  even  be  wholly  ignored,  it  will  at  last  arouse 
itself,  and  seek  gratification  even  in  the  Romish  Church,  if  not  able  to  find 
it  elsewhere.  I  doubt  not  that  many  a  high-flying  progrem(mU%  who  has 
gone  impulsively  through  many  phases  of  faith  to  no-faith — to  even 
atheism — will  by  and  by  land  in  that  great  and  despotic  hierarchy — d  la 
several  persons  that  may  as  well  be  nameless.  But  if  there  could  be  a 
genernl  progressive  movement  organized  by  reformers — almMt^  however, 
without  organization,  save  for  mere  convenience— one  that  should  be  re- 
ligious without  bigotry ;  liberal  without  looseness ;  radical  without  rash- . 
ness;  zealous  without  fanaticism — ^its  guiding  spirit  the  love  of  God  and 
man,  and  its  motto,  '^  Freedom,  Humanity,  and  Progress  in  all  things,"  that 
would  be  a  central  home  for  all  true  souls,  and  would  save  many  from  retorn- 
ing  to  ^^  the  weak  and  beggarly  elements"  of  the  churches,  there  to  be  ship- 
wrecked on  the  rock  of  sectarianism.  And  such  a  movement  woold  also 
effectually  work  for  the  redemption  of  the  world  and  the  church,  and  bear 
the  relation  to  this  age  that  Christianity  originally  bore  to  the  age  in 
which  it  appeared.  The  need  of  this  I  see  every  where,  and  on  the  part 
of  many  a  demand.  Multitudes  will  be  r^j  for  it,  as  soon  as  it  shall  be 
inaugurated,  and  true  voices  shall  be  lifted  up  calling  the  famishing  to  its 
communion.  The  fields  are  already  white  for  the  harvest — only  the  right 
kind  of  laborers,  Heaven-anointed  and  Heaven-inspired,  are  wanting— 
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men  and  women  who  will  open  their  whole  minds  and  hearts  to  the 
pie,  '*withont  concealment  and  without  compromise,"  as  the  8pir 
God  and  humanity  shall  move. 

The  Platform  of  "  The  Progressive  Friends"  movement  seems  b 
and  liberal  enough  for  all  true  and  progressive  spirits  to  ocoupy,  of  all 
every  phase  of  theological  thought  and  opinion,  and  perhaps  that  ra 
raent  itself  may  be  so  extended  as  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  time, 
haps  not,  for  it  mav  have  a  local  work  to  do,  which  I  do  not  nnderst 
and  I  only  aim  to  be  suggestive  on  this  subject,  hoping  that  steps  wil! 
be  talcen  by  good  and  influential  men  and  women  in  the  direction  : 
oated.  I  am  oonfident  that  if  such  men  and  women  would  call  a  gei 
meeting  to  consider  the  matter,  a  large  one  might  be  convened,  and  j 
good  come  from  it.  Many  liberal  ministers,  who  have  thrown  ot 
priesUiness,  would  be  present,  and  gladly  unite  themselves  and  labor 
anv  movement  that  shoild  promise  the  salvation  to  the  world  that  I 
old  and  perishing  sects  fail  to  give. 

But  if  the  time  has  not  come  for  this,  may  the  "  Progressive  Friei 
movement,  and  every  other  good  movement  started  by  the  friends  of 
gress,  be  sustained  and  carried  forward  in  a  true  Ohristian  spirit  and 
and  vigorously  contest  the  field  with  despotism,  war,  violence,  sectai 
ism,  and  sin  in  all  its  forms  and  manifestations,  whether  in  the  indivii 
the  state,  or  the  church.  And  may  they  all  send  forth  their  mission: 
— missionaries  of  ability  and  substantial  character — ^to  preach  the  la 
the  living  God,  and  to  call  men  to  the  practice  and  enjoyment  of  a  li 
religion,  which  covers  all  the  interests  of  all  men,  both  in  time  and  et 
ty.  Many  desolate  places — made  desolate  by  sin  and  sectarianism — 
anxiously  to  hear  the  divine  word,  and  hearing  would  accept  it 
gladness  and  thanksgivings.  Would  that  there  might  be  more  ins| 
men  and  women  to  send  to  such  places.    But  they  will  come  in  due  1 


FBOM    A.   D.   MAYO, 
I\uk>r  </  the  Unitarian  Society,  Albany,  N»  Y, 

Albany,  May  6,  18( 

At  a  late  hour  I  am  compelled  to  deny  myself  the  great  pleasa 
accepting  your  courteous  invitation  to  be  present  at  the  annual  Meetii 
the  Progressive  Friends  on  May  17th ;  but  I  cannot  deny  myself  the  p 
lege  of  thanking  you  for  the  invitation,  and  briefly  expressing  my  int 
in  the  important  religious  movement  represented  by  this  yearly  gathi 
in  Pennsylvania. 

I  recognize  in  this  organization  of  Progressive  Friends  another  ii 
series  of  remarkable  demonstrations  made  in  the  direction  of  a  free  C 
tianity  by  our  countrymen  during  the  last  half-century.  While 
theology  and  ecclesiastical  policy  of  our  American  self-styled  ortho 
have  gone  over  the  whole  land,  preoccupying  every  available  positi< 
influence,  and  obtaining  nominal  possession  of  the  vast  majority  of  p 
religious  organizations,  it  has  been  more  and  more  apparent  that 
orthodox  Ohurch  is  in  more  than  one  important  sense  heterodox,  hen 
and  anti-Christian.  That  it  has  furnished  a  sort  of  shelter  for  the  p< 
against  the  high  winds  of  irreligion ;  has  become  the  depository  of 
religious  reality ;  has  especially  become  venerable  by  the  force  ol 
numerous  and  affecting  associations,  Ohristian  and  social,  intertwined 
it,  we  oannot  deny.  But,  more  than  to  any  other  cause,  it  owes  its  pr 
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asoendanoj  to  its  practical  skill  in  working  up  the  matarials  of  onr  sodetjr 
into  its  ecclesiastical  forms.  Its  theology,  though  outwardly  consistent 
and  determined,  is  in  reality  a  hybrid  system,  in  which  the  middle  sges 
and  Yonng  America,  forced  into  strange  and  nnnataral  union,  are  seeking 
to  rend  each  other.  It  is  damaged  un  every  side  by  the  encroachments  of 
our  new  civilization  and  its  blundering  attempts  to  solve  the  problems  of 
republican  life  by  its  dead  formulas.  Its  theory  of  life  has  many  of  the 
vices  of  the  old  monastic  conception  of  this  world,  minus  the  vigor  that 
comes  from  hearty  belief  in  it ;  and  wherever  it  ddms  aflSnity  with  our 
best  idea  of  existence,  a  haunting  shadow  of  asceticism  rules  its  attempt  of 
healthy  force.  Its  hold  on  the  people  through  their  faith  and  hearty 
assent  is  alreadv  gone.  It  now  exists  because  it  is  the  only  ecclesiastical 
house  that  has  larse  possession  of  the  ground,  and  because  it  has  gradually 
abandoned  the  hign  place  of  moral  leadership,  and,  by  adopting  the  ques- 
tionable style  of  poliov  that  prevails  in  other  departments  of  onr  ordinary 
life,  has  become  the  shadow  of  the  populace  instead  of  its  guide  to  heaven. 

No  one  can  dispute  the  enterprise,  the  vigor,  the  tact,  the  wonderfully 
involved  system  of  checks  and  balances  by  which  it  attracts  the  people ; 
but  in  these  we  recognize  nothing  beyond  the  worldly  wisdom  that  rules 
onr  commerce,  engineers  our  politics,  and  works  the  machinery  of  society. 
In  truth,  while  pretending  to  censure  America  for  worldliness,  and  de- 
nouncing all  departure  from  her  creeds  as  a  concession  to  the  popular 
whim  of  the  hour,  this  church  owes  its  chief  success  as  an  establishment 
to  its  adoption  of  all  those  worldly  tricks  and  political  subterfuges  that 
constitute  the  barbarian  element  in  our  national  mind.  It  is  a  great 
worldly  organization,  constructed  on  the  same  principles,  moved  by  the 
same  kind  of  forces,  enslaved  to  the  populace  by  the  same  causes  as  other 
great  public  interests,  only  claiming  the  right  to  hold  the  keys  of  heaven 
and  hell  as  her  exclusive  prerogative.  It  is  a  ohamelion,  assuming  the 
hues  of  the  society  in  which  it  awells,  destitute  of  c^ommanding  force  in 
itself,  but  responding  as  rapidlv  as  safety  will  permit  to  the  demand  of  the 
world  in  which  it  lives.  It  is  a  fire-eater  in  South  Carolina,  an  evan- 
gelical abolitionist  in  Massachusetts,  a  lover  of  fashion  and  amusement  in 
one  district  of  every  communitv,  and  a  foe  of  the  sunny  side  of  life  else- 
where ;  it  accepts  literature  ana  science,  or  repudiates  them,  according  as 
the  occupants  of  the  pews  have  leisure  for  culture,  or  having  none,  despise 
what  they  do  not  possess ;  it  lobbies  in  snccessfhl  emulation  of  politicians 
at  Albany  for  Trinity  Church  Corporation,  or  it  denounces  wealth  it  does 
not  represent  It  is  as  essentially  subdued  to  the  worldliness  and  varying 
moods  of  the  people  as  tiie  press,  fashion,  the  popular  literature,  or  the 
partisan  politics  of  the  day,  and  nas  long  ceased  to  be  characteristic  of 
the  religious  life  of  our  countrymen. 

For  we  must  never  forget  that  religion  is  not  the  last  mood  of  the  de- 
mocracv,  but  the  eternal  element  in  every  state  of  society,  consisting  of 
those  nxed  ideas  of  truth,  love,  and  everlasting  order,  which  silently 
warmed  the  world  into  higher  forms  of  civilization ;  that  prophetic  ele- 
ment in  all  speech,  and  art,  and  literature,  and  that  heroic  and  disinterested 
quality  in  all  private  and  public  conduct,  which,  scorned  and  jostled  aside 
to-day,  are  on  the  throne  to-morrow.  America  is  not  degenerating  towards 
atheism  or  irreligion,  but  has  the  seeds  of  a  new  and  loftier  conception  of 
Christianity  scattered  over  a  broad  surface,  and  striking  their  roots  In  her 
virgin  soil.  We  must,  however,  look  for  their  germination  among  the 
more  liberal  districts  of  the  popular  ecdesiastidsm,  and  the  vast  regions 
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lying  in  the  outer  light ;  for  exclosion  from  the  oonfideDoe  of  theorthodo 
of  America  is  simply  a  deliverance  from  a  close,  dimly  lighted,  badly  y< 
tilated  enclosure,  mto  the  free  domain  of  nature  and  providence,  light 
by  God^s  sunshine  and  swept  by  the  invigorating  air  of  humanity. 

Here,  along  with  much  crudeness  of  manners  and  morals,  and  mu 
infancy,  are  growing  up  the  mighty  forces  that  will  contest  the  ground  \ 
freedom  and  Christian  civilization  in  our  long  national  struggle.  In  eve 
quarter  of  our  land,  in  every  region  of  our  so-called  secular  life,  is  nc 
appearing  that  new  religious  force  which  will  take  the  aggressi 
against  superstition  and  sin,  and,  using  such  weapons  of  organization  as 
can  command,  conquer  as  much  of  America  for  God  as  it  is  permitted 
occupy.  The  best  Beligious  Life  in  America  is  still  confined  to  privi 
circles,  flourishing  in  characters  moulded  by  the  deepest  love,  blended  w 
the  finest  intelligence  and  most  characteristic  refinement  of  the  time. 
or  out  of  the  church,  it  has  little  fellowship  with  its  policy  or  belief  in 
permanency.  But  large  masses  of  our  people  are  already  becomi 
afifected  by  the  same  mighty  influence,  and  in  many  ways  are  manifest! 
their  interest  in  the  great  revival  of  religion  in  the  United  States.  In  ( 
formation  of  new  political  parties  on  the  basis  of  humanity ;  in  the 
creasing  boldness  and  ability  of  the  prophetic  side  of  our  literature ; 
the  training  of  the  public  mind  towards  amusements  that  will  at  oi 
refresh  and  refine  our  haggard  national  existence ;  in  the  transition  of  < 
professional  life  and  the  endeavor  to  substitute  vital  insight  for  fori 
education  therein ;  in  the  improvement  of  the  common  school ;  in  di^e 
and  social  reforms,  is  the  growth  of  this  influence  visible.  All  the  gr< 
material  interests  of  America  are  being  renewed  and  reformed  by  1 
uprising  of  the  prophetic  and  eternal  elements  of  humanity  in  their  mic 
As  Jesus  was  bom  in  a  manger  to  regenerate  mankind,  so  from  our  co 
mon  life  is  He  born  again  to  go  forth  in  love  and  power  to  a  new  victor 

The  theology  of  America  is  now  being  constructed  amid  the  fie 
flames  of  many  popular  movements,  and  our  national  creed  is  slowly 
corded  by  a  few  thoughtful  and  wise  men,  who  have  read  enough  to  kn 
when  history  is  being  made  before  them.  In  the  various  reform  org] 
izations;  which  apply  the  higher  law  to  every  corner  of  life ;  in  the  vi8i( 
and  ecstacies  of  the  mystics,  who  have  discovered  that  heaven  is  no' 
brazen  firmament  between  us  and  God,  but  an  atmosphere  of  divine  ini 
ence ;  in  spiritualism,  considered  as  a  theology,  which  is  a  benevol 
protest  against  the  atrocious  caricatures  of  the  future  life  in  the  cree< 
in  the  straggle  of  several  freely  disposed  divisions  of  orthodox  sects; 
the  liberal  Congregationalism  of  the  Eastern  States,  inaugurated  by  Ch 
ning,  and  Ballon,  and  Parker ;  and  in  vour  own  enlarged  version  of  i 
strongest  religious  element  in  the  early  life  of  Pennsylvania,  are  found 
best  attempts  to  organize  this  coming  faith  of  the  better  side  of  Americ 

There  is  danger  that  all  these  attempts  to  organize  Liberal  Christian 
will  become  narrow,  conceited  and  exclusive;  but  in  proportion  as  tl 
do  will  they  wither  and  be  cut  away  from  the  vigorous  trunk  of  our  n 
life.  This  great  movement  Ih  still  positively  a  ipirit  of  reUffioui  atpi 
tum,  and  negatively  a  etrong  dissent  from  popular  ereeds.  It  has  not 
found  expression  in  any  national  formula  of  belief  large  enough  to  i 
brace  the  several  divisions  of  the  Liberal  force ;  it  is  grasping  for  an  orgi 
sation  that  shall  combine  the  efiSciency,  simplicity  and  grandeur  of  a  t 
Church  of  Christ  The  organized  body  that  has  the  deepest  love  of  G 
the  broadest  philanthropy,  the  best  culture,  the  purest  refinement  and 
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most  persistent  activity,  will  become  the  leader  in  the  real  American 
revolution  which  onderlies  all  onr  foture  hope  of  success. 

Our  position  as  individual  Christians  and  members  of  the  great  Liberal 
Divisions  of  America  is  doubtless  very  unsatisfactory  and  inexplicable  to 
the  bigots  and  politicians  of  the  reigning  eoclesiasticism,  no  less  than  to 
many  of  its  best  and  most  charitable  disciples,  but  it  need  not  be  so  to 
ourselves.  First  of  all,  to  be  true  men  and  women,  after  the  style  of  Him 
who  was  most  divine  because  most  human  of  men ;  then  to  combine 
strict  fidelitv  to  our  sincere  convictions  with  an  open  mind,  and  a  charity 
that  demands  only  fidelity  to  the  higher  light  within  as  the  test  of  religioua 
character ;  to  continue  and  elevate  and  purify  the  perennial  service  of 
worship  and  prophecy ;  to  organize  rather  for  a  scaffolding  whereon  we 
can  stand  and  work  upon  one  side  of  the  great  invisible  temple  of  Chris- 
tianity than  for  permanent  endurance ;  again  and  again  to  gather  the 
amount  of  spiritual  force  already  attained  and  concentrate  it  on  oar  na- 
tional life  whenever  and  wherever  we  can ;  to  pray  and  hope  for  all  things 
good,  while  we  wait  patiently  for  the  coming  ot  the  Lord ;  this  is  the  voca- 
tion to  which  we  are  called.  Too  many  will  find  it  difficult  and  will  fall 
away;  thousands  will  confound  their  new  isms  with  the  coming  American 
conception  of  Christianity,  and  fall  into  new  bigotry ;  but  those  who  can 
endure  the  life-long  work  of  living  out  and  waiting  for  a  higher  incarnation 
of  Religion  than  the  present  Church,  will  not  die  unvisited  by  a  vision  of 
what  is  to  be. 

We  are  in  the  midst  of  the  most  important  era  in  the  life  of  Chris- 
tianity ;  neither  the  period  when  it  detjiched  itself  fVom  the  Jewish  ritnal 
under  the  leadership  of  Paul,  nor  the  time  when  it  shook  off  the  scarlet 
cloak  of  Rome  by  the  strong  arm  of  Luther,  were  crises  so  important  as 
ours,  when  it  is  slowly  and  painfully  disengaging  itself  fh)ra  the  creeds  and 
ceremonies  that  were  the  natural  expression  of  middle-age  culture,  and 
clothing  itself  anew  in  the  forms  of  thought  and  lif^  approoriate  to  a 
world  already  made  a  family  by  the  telegraph,  and  modified  in  all  its 
habits  by  an  advancing  intelligence  and  freedom.  That  we  may  have  the 
same  wisdom  from  on  high  to  do  our  work  tliat  inspired  the  chosen  spirits 
of  past  eras  to  accomplish  their  mission  of  regeneration,  is  my  fervent 
prayer.  Yours,  for  the  truth, 

A.  D.  Mato. 

FBOM  SAHTTSL  JOBN6017, 
Pattor  i^ih4  IndspmdsiU  Soo^ttfft  XytMS  Mam, 

Salem,  Mass.,  May  12tb,  1867. 

Most  heartily  do  I  bid  the  Progressive  Friends  God-speed  in  this  radi* 
eal  movement  towards  religious  liberty  and  social  brotherhood.  I  cannot 
be  with  you  at  your  meeting,  but  I  am  glad  of  the  opportunity  to  send 
you  a  word  of  complete  and  cordial  sympathy. 

The  name  you  select  suggests  at  once  that  unity  of  the  spirit  which 
you  desire  to  substitute  for  uniformity  of  creed,  and  the  modesty  and 
liberty  of  earnest  seekers  for  the  Truth.  If  you  must  be  known  by  a 
distinctive  title  as  an  organized  body,  certainly  none  could  be  found  less 
exx>08ed  to  the  danger  of  denominational  abuse,  none  which  so  fitly  joina 
Love  with  Reason,  Steadfastness  with  Movement,  the  Old  with  the  New 
It  is  as  simple  as  a  name  can  be,  and  means  Just  what  you  mean. 

Many  profess  to  wonder  how  it  happens  that  movements  laying  daim 
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to  practical  vitality  and  progress  always  undertake  to  go  on  ontside  t 
ecclesiastical  organizations,  as  if  there  were  some  special  malice  in  t 
matter.  It  is  not  predetermined  pnrpose,  it  is  simply  the  natnre  of  thinj 
To  the  sects  sneh  movements  must  be  stumbling-blocks,  to  the  crec 
heresy — simply  because  they  are  vital.  For  a  denomination  is  a  forego 
conclusion,  a  foreclosed  argument ;  a  spiritual  indenture,  transfer  and  1 
of  sale,  wherein  conscience  passes  for  real  estate.  It  is  a  change  of  vi 
organism  into  mineral  or  clod.  As  in  the  political  parties,  so  here  t 
compression  of  dead  atoms  makes  the  dead  weight  desired  In  the  ma 
So  it  always  has  been,  so  it  is  still.  And  our  truest  truth  to  God  a 
man  must  still  be  treason  to  the  recognized  Church  and  State. 

But,  be  it  steadily  claimed  meanwhile,  the  negation  is  only  incident 
and  the  essence  of  such  movements  is  purely  constructive.  They  are  1 
step  out  of  chaos  into  order,  that  proves  the  elasticity  and  sanity  of  1 
Soul.  And  so  now,  amidst  the  wrecks  of  those  traditional  faiths  tl 
have  sopplanted  spiritual  intuition  in  the  popular  credence— amidst  1 
secret  skepticism  that  makes  tlie  churches  dread  the  very  shadow  of  f 
inquiry,  lest  the  treacherous  floors  whereon  they  have  gathered  so  ma 
trusting  feet  shall  go  crumbling  down  into  the  void— here  are  new  foi 
dations  arising  that  cannot  be  moved.  The  Scandinavians  believed  tl 
when  the  old  order  of  things  should  pass  away  in  flood  and  fire,  gn 
flowery  lands  would  emerge  out  of  tke  waters,  where  the  ancient  tabl 
of  Destiny  would  be  found,  lying  unbroken,  in  the  springing  grass.  A 
in  this  great  day  of  Judgment  in  which  we  live,  diviner  centres  of  gro^ 
already  begin  to  appear,  holding  secure  the  Eternal  Facts  which  pw 
God  still  with  man.  His  destructions  are  always  renovations.  He  ne 
polls  down,  as  men  do,  before  He  has  wherewithal  to  build  again  for 
shelter  of  the  houseless.  It  is  always  some  nobler  life  underneath  t 
pushes  aside  the  enfolding  spathe — once  a  protection,  now  a  prison. 

In  its  due  season,  in  the  sure  sequence  and  process  of  nature,  ooi 
the  stir  under  the  sod,  to  make  all  things  new.  Suns  and  seasc 
these  many  ages,  have  been  subtly  working  towards  this  radicalism 
to-day,  while  men  ploughed  and  sowed,  and  reaped  their  private  h 
vesta  unaware.  It  was  pressing  forth  in  the  instinct  of  Jesus.  It  ^ 
folded  up  in  the  thought  of  Paul.  It  lay  hidden  in  the  logic  of  I 
testantism,  which  knew  not  whither  its  own  steps  tended,  which  fo 
long  while  could  not  hear  to  know,  and  it  still  rejuses  to  know,  and  t 
with  some  petulance  and  acerbity.  But  will  this  turn  back  the  course 
natnre?    Let  us  put  a  few  questions  in  these  promising  spring  days. 

If  the  doctrine  of  the  Protestants  first,  and  of  the  Puritans  afterwai 
that  "  God  had  more  light  yet  to  break  forth  out  of  His  Holy  Word," 
really  get  believed  in  those  days,  was  the  mind  to  stop  there,  and 
draw  the  next  conclusion,  that  if  the  Word  was  not  exhausted,  still 
could  the  Soul  be  that  must  judge  the  Word?  Was  Protestantism  to 
peat  the  old  truths  that  Man  was  greater  than  the  Temple,  and  that 
Sabbath  was  made  for  him,  not  he  for  the  Sabbath — and  yet  the  t 
not  be  drawing  nigh  When  it  would  be  seen  that  Man  was  greater 
than  all  traditions,  creeds,  bibles,  possible  in  any  age;  that  hisHnma 
rounded  them  all  in,  evoking  each  in  its  hour,  and  belittling  them  all 
comparison  with  what  shful  yet  be  brought  out  of  its  inspired  de^ 
Did  the  great  brotherly  Unity  of  the  I^oman  Fold  perish  before  the  or 
the  sixteenth  century  for  liberty  of  ooascieuQe^  that  these  insignificant  i 
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or  segments  of  the  nineteentb,  imitatiog  its  doffmatism  without  a  tithe  of 
its  prestiffe  or  mediatorial  capacity,  might  bind  the  Spirit  in  each  a  day  of 
individnal  experience  as  this  ?  Is  it  imagined  that  men  will  contiDoe  to 
seek  within  the  formulas  of  a  sect  for  that  which  they  know  they  can 
carry  about  organized  in  brain  and  heart?  Oan  they  who  drink  the  cop 
of  communion  with  Jesus,  in  the  daily  seryice  of  humanity,  be  convinced 
that  the  symbolic  bread  and  wine  of  the  ritual  are  needed  to  make  thiB 
communion  more  real  and  complete?  Or  is  it  supposable  that  they  who 
have  learned  to  know  every  human  faculty  in  its  proper  uses,  will  be  dis- 
suaded by  ecclesiastical  frowns  from  the  encouragement  of  popular  amune- 
ments,  or  the  cultivation  of  the  Fine  Arts,  or  defer  to  the  authority  of 
Paul  upon  the  Eights  and  Duties  of  Woman  ?  Are  practical  men,  who 
know  how  to  estimate  the  worth  of  character,  expected  to  find  somethioff 
in  the  ministerial  or  the  Messianic  office,  as  such,  that  is  needed  to  add 
sacredness  to  duty,  or  authenticate  sincere  conviction  or  generous  im- 
pulse? 

Protestantbm  cannot  escape  the  tribunal  it  set  up  when  it  tried  Ro- 
manism and  found  it  wanting.  In  that  judgment  all  exdusiveness, 
all  constriction,  all  suppreeeion  was  judged.  Heooeforth  no  unity 
shall  stand  but  the  free  nnity  of  tlie  spirit  of  growth,  wherein  every 
member  of  the  body  shall  have  due  honor.  Frote$tant  Bibliolatry 
makes  poorer  cement  for  church  walls  than  Papal  Ir\fallibUity  did.  Nor 
will  any  of  these  adyanoes  toward  union  upon  a  doctrinal  basis,  these 
ooquetries  of  sect  with  sect,  these  Evangelical  Alliance  coalitions  of  Unita- 
rian with  Trinitarian  or  the  like,  in  the  name  of  a  brotherly  kindness 
that  excludes  from  fellowship  the  very  thinkers  who  alone  practically  test 
their  liberality  and  love — nor,  I  say,  will  any  of  these  cautious  stretch- 
ings of  a  close  communion  so  as  to  cover  such  as  stand  nearest  on  the 
fields  of  dogma,  meet  the  demands  of  the  age.  It  casts  them  by,  because 
of  their  negative  and  narrow  spirit  It  is  too  much  in  earnest  to  suffer 
the  light  that  comes  from  any  quarter  of  the  heavens  to  be  shut  ofl^  least 
of  all  that  which  comes  straight  from  the  sun^s  heart 

^'  The  Romish  Church,^'  says  Quinet,  ^^  suffered  itself  to  be  stripped  by 
Galileo  of  the  science  of  the  God  of  Nature,  and  by  Yico  of  the  aoienoe  oif 
the  Gk>d  of  History.^'  As  a  whole,  the  Protestant  organixations  have,  in 
their  fiishion,  done  the  same  thing.  They  haye  not  worshipped  Immu- 
table Law — ^in  History  nor  in  Nature,  in  Mind  nor  in  Matter,  in  God  nor 
in  Man.  With  the  old  Jndaical  credulity  of  spiritual  unbelief,  they  have 
sought  salyation  in  wonders  and  signs,  until  the  Immortality,  which  is  an 
inward  necessity  with  the  savage,  has  to  be  proyed  to  the  child  of  eighteen 
Christian  centuries  by  a  possessed  table  or  the  touch  of  invisible  hands. 
And  they  have  also  suffered  themselves  to  be  stripped  of  a  higher  science 
than  Yico  or  Galileo  taught— that  of  Eternal  Justice  in  its  relation  to  gov- 
ernment and  laws.  Therefore  has  judgment  gone  forth  against  them  out 
of  their  own  bosom.  The  busy  ages  have  not  wasted  their  lessons  upon  us. 
And  the  yirtues  have  resolved  at  last  not  to  be  packed  off  by  politicians 
to  the  t^ird  heavens  of  an  abstract  gospel  any  longer ;  nor  to  be  theologi- 
cal rou  foMkeanU^  going  to  (church  of  a  Sunday  to  hear  homilies,  and  be 
dressed  and  undreraed  like  dolls,  while  upstart  yices  manage  affairs  of 
State— but  to  be  up  and  about  thdr  proper  business. 

The  most  railioal  protests  are  now  the  really  positive  applications  of 

OoDscience  to  Life.    If  we  are  led  forth,  like  Esdras  in  his  yision,  into  the 

'  *  field  where  no  foundation  of  man^s  building  has  been  able  to  stand,^  it 
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is  etiU  as  then,  beoauee  "  the  Hi^rhest  begioDeth  to  show  His  Oity.^'  W 
do  not  float  off  into  the  dark.  We  follow  whither  the  old  has  been  point 
ing,  whither  the  new  invites.  We  do  not  fail  of  finding  the  firm  ground 
beneath  oar  feet.  For  we  lay  foundations  in  the  Unity  of  the  Spirit  an< 
the  Brotlierhood  of  the  Race.  We  stand  npon  the  inevitable  Facts  of  th< 
Religions  Nature  and  of  Human  Destiny,  that  abide  for  ever  under  all  th< 
snperfioial  deposits  of  tenet,  and  course  for  ever  on  in  great  warm  arterie 
of  love.  We  stand  upon  no  narrower  foundation  than  the  unchangeabl 
Constitution  of  Man,  as  the  Inspiration  of  God.  To  its  necessities  of  belie 
we  would  yield  our  absolute  and  reverent  trust,  to  its  benignant  laws  ou 
fearless  study,  to  all  its  powers  our  faithful  culture,  that  no  buried  talen 
in  race  or  sex  may  put  our  stewardship  to  shame.  Here  is  the  covenan 
from  the  beginnmg,  the  Divine  in  the  Human,  the  Ohurch  Universal,  thi 
Temple  not  made  with  hands,  the  Everlasting  Word.  Here  no  sect  noi 
special  revelation  can  appear  but  as  an  humble  worshipper,  seeking  t 
lose  its  little  light  in  the  greater  that  shall  be  revealed.  Here  is  tlia 
grand  fellowship  of  origin,  ^mpathy  and  destiny,  which  binds  togethe 
the  whole  family  of  roan.  Here  then  the  broad  highways  of  Love,  thaj 
which  no  faith  man  can  walk  in  leads  so  near  the  Eternal  Light. 
In  all  earnest  endeavors  upon  these  foundations,  believe  me. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Samuxl  Johnson. 


FBOM  BAMVBL  M1.T,  JB., 
Otn&ral  Agtni  qf  tki  MaataehvuiU  AnU-Slavery  BocMiy, 

Lbioesteb,  Mass.,  May  10th,  1857. 

Dbab  FsiXNce: — I  have  received  and  sincerely  thank  you  for  an  invita 
tion  to  attend  your  approaching  Yearly  Meeting.  The  day  which  I  had  th 
great  pleasure^  in  Augnst  last,  to  spend  in  the  Longwood  meeting-houw 
with  a  great  company  of  free  and  earnest  spirits,  left  upon  my  mind  a  ver 
deep  as  well  as  a  most  agreeable  impression,  and  my  spirit  is  now  strongl; 
drawn  towards  yours  and  the  great  purposes  in  behalf  of  which  you  ar 
abont  to  hold  your  Yearly  Meeting.  Very  pleasant  would  it  be  to  me  t 
again  make  one  in  that,  and  the  even  more  numerous  company  there  to  b 
assembled,  to  be  a  shia>er  in  all  the  opportunities  of  the  meeting,  and  \ 
witness  to  your  inoreaang  courage  and  self-devotion  in  the  work  of  hu 
maiilty. 

The  world  is  still  cheating  itself  and  trifling  with  God,  in  the  pursui 
and  performance  of  certain  bodily  and  spiritual  exercises  which  it  calls  Re 
Kgion.  The  sounding  brass  of  popular  religious  revivals  and  ezcitemente 
die  tinkling  cymbals  of  seotarian  rivalry  and  competition  still  are  dangini 
aroond  us,  and  still  deceive  and  mislead  the  multitude.  Ko  small  part  o 
the  victiniB,  to  be  snre,  are  willing  ones,  who  love  to  have  it  so,  and  glad 
ly  purchase  indulgences  for  their  own  personal  ends  and  worldly  schemei 
by  an  ontward  conformity  to  these  religions  prescriptions.  To  these  per 
sons,  who  take  up  no  cross,  who  mean  to  take  up  none ;  whose  righteoos' 
neee  is  sqnared  by  the  customs  of  men,  and  not  by  the  Spirit  and  law  oi 
God,  it  is  in  vain  that  we  make  any  other  appeal  than  such  as  may  flo^ 
from  our  own  fearless  conformity  to  the  higher  and  better  standard.  The 
blind  will  continue  to  lead  the  blind,  and,  as  of  yore,  both  will  fall  togethei 
into  the  ditch. 

I  humbly  submit  there  is  no  religion,  but  that  which  consbts  in  doing 
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to  others  all  thivob  whatbobtsb  we  woald  that  others  shonid  do  to  us. 
Whatever  else  pretends  to  he  religion  is  not  merely  inferior — it  is  worthless, 
empty,  it  is  absolutely  nothing,  ob  reliaion; — while  it  is  worse  than  the 
mere  absence  of  religion,  in  that  it  is  a  lie,  and  a  sool-destructive  delusion 
of  the  most  deep-seated  description.  He  who  says,  *^  I  love  Gk>d,'^  while 
he  hates  his  brother,  or  turns  a  deaf  and  conteraptnons  ear  to  his  wrongs 
and  cries,  **  is  a  liar;  '*  and  his  up-turned  eyes,  his  solemn  and  lengthens 
prayers,  his  oompassinff  of  sea  and  land  to  make  a  proselyte,  will  not  avaO 
one  whit  to  save  him  from  that  condemnation.  We  can  make  no  better 
definition  than  this : — ^'Pure  religion  and  undefiled,  before  Grod  and  the 
Father,  is  this, — ^to  visit  the  fatherless  and  widows  in  their  affliction,  and  to 
keep  ourselves  unspotted  from  the  world.** 

It  is  because  humanity  is  your  Religion,  because  yon  seek  the  kingdom 
of  God  and  Ei»  righteousness ;  because  you  purpose,  in  the  language  of 
your  call,  **  to  confront  in  a  manly  spirit  the  great  moral  issues  of  the 
tirae,^*  and  because  you  will  spare  no  wickedness,  no  wrong,  because  it  is 
popular,  or  sits  in  high  places,  or  is  clothed  in  so-called  iocred  robes,  thst 
your  meeting  challenges  the  svmnathy,  the  respect,  the  devout  interest  of 
every  true  soul,  of  all  who  truly  desire  that  this  earth  may  be  full  of  the 
salvation  of  God.  May  your  aim  be  no  lower,  your  purpoeee  no  less,  than 
these,  and  you  will  be  mighty  through  God  to  the  puUing  down  of  the 
strongholds  of  sin  in  this  land  and  in  the  world. 

Dangers  beset  every  association,  and  doubtless  yours  is  not  free  from 
them.  Should  your  organization,  or  its  outward  arrangements,  at  any 
time  or  by  any  person,  be  prized  for  any  thing  except  for  the  actual  good  to 
God*s  great  fiunily  of  which  it  may  be  made  the  instrument,  it  will,  so  £», 
become  a  savour  of  death  and  not  of  life.  The  true  church  is  ever  found 
where  the  spirit  of  Ohrist,  i  e.,  the  spirit  of  sympathy  with  all  human  sor- 
row and  suffering,  truly  lives  and  acts — be  it  in  a  single  soul,  or  where 
two  or  three  are  gathered  in  His  name.  Vainly  shall  we  seek  to  confine 
that  spirit  in  what  men  call  churches,  or  to  meet  its  broad  and  geoerouB 
demands  while  we  allow  ourselves  to  be  men  of  sects  and  parties.  As  we 
follow  its  lead,  and  enter  into  its  labors,  its  divine  essence  beoomes  incor- 
porate with  ours,  and  the  seal  c^  God  will  be  in  our  for^eads.  Te  shall 
be  known — not  by  your  name,  not  by  the  sect  or  sodety  with  which  ye 
walk,  not  by  the  yearly,  monthly,  or  daily  meetings  ye  may  attend — Imt 
by  your  JhUti  ;  by  your  personal  and  individual,  by  your  Jomt  and  oaited 
FBUIT8.  By  your  fidelity,  courage,  patience  and  wisdom  inspired  fma 
above,  grasp  the  sceptre  of  moral  dominion,  and  let  it  never  depart  out 
of  your  handa— no,  not  for  all  the  honors  or  rewards  the  world  ever  prom- 
ises or  bestows. 

With  earnest  desire  that  the  ''  best  gif cs  **  may  abound  and  abide  with 
yon,  I  am,  Tour  friend  and  brother, 

Saicubl  Ma.t,  Jb. 

tbom  avn  eliza  lee  bobt. 

Pleasant  Lake,  Indiana,  April  S5th,  1867. 
The  Proceedings  of  your  Meeting  for  last  year  I  read,  and  laid  aside  as 
a  token  of  the  good  which  is,  and  a  prophecy  of  that  which  is  to  be ;  and 
now,  as  my  eye  rests  upon  your  call  for  the  current  year,  I  am  assured 
that  it  emanates  from  those  whose  worship  is  neither  of  church  nor  oadie- 
dral,  who  are  neither  bound  by  party  nor  amenable  to  sect,  bntfrom  *^true 
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worshippera,'*  who  "  worship  the  Father  in  spirit  and  in  truth,"  sincereb 
offering  their  gifts  npon  the  only  altar,  and  within  the  only  temple  whiol 
God  has  consecrated  npon  earth — that  of  hnmanitv. 

When  we  consider  the  hnman  constitution,  with  its  multifarious  capa 
cities,  relations  and  dependencies,  reaching  as  they  do  in  all  directions,  an( 
connecting  the  individual  with  all  of  the  known  universe ;  and  when  W( 
&rther  consider  the  fact  that  all  these  relations  exist  discordantly,  itisevi 
dent  that  every  improvement  in  industrial  and  commercial  pursuits,  ai 
every  advance  in  the  discovery  and  application  of  political  and  spiritua 
law,  has  a  direct  bearing  upon  the  elevation  of  our  race.  Hence,  althougl 
philanthropists  may  be  severally  interested  in  special  subjects  of  reform,  ii 
would  be  anomalous  to  suppose  a  true  reformer  indifferent  to  any  effort! 
or' ideas  which  tend  to  give  all  the  means  of  competence,  to  make  commoi 
the  benefits  and  pleasures  of  knowledge,  or  to  purify  and  increase  the  uni- 
rersal  sentiments  of  justice  and  religion. 

The  present  is  mvrked,  as  the  past  has  been,  by  a  wanton  disregard  oi 
human  rights,  in  its  creeds,  in  its  legislations,  in  its  monopolies,  and  finally 
in  all  the  details  of  social  life,  turning  to  bitterness  that  which  should  be 
only  pleasantness,  every  where  showmg  itself  the  reverse  of  that  charitj 
which  ''*•  seeketh  not  her  own." 

The  subjugation  of  the  material  world,  and  the  inventions  by  whict 
man  has  brought  it  to  contribute  to  his  comfort  and  luxury,  are  an  indei 
to  the  power  which  he  has  of  yet  developing  its  resources  until  it  shall  be- 
come every  where  as  a  paradise.  That  Abraham  talked  with  angels,  and 
that  God  inspired  the  prophets  of  old,  are  assurances  that  He  will  ^^  pom 
out  of  His  "  spirit  upon  all  flesh ; "  that  as  unerringly  as  all  nature  below 
us  ascends  to  sustain  our  physical  life,  so  do  the  worlds  of  light  and  spirit 
above  us  descend  with  their  thought  and  love  to  increase  the  stature  ol 
soul.  When  we  thus  contemplate  the  capabilities  of  our  God-given 
nature,  when  we  realize  its  innate  beauty,  power,  and  dignity,  we  are  com- 
pelled to  accord  to  it,  in  the  person  of  our  brother  and  of  our  sister,  that 
affection,  reverence  and  justice  which  it  demands. 

With  a  belief  in  our  common  destiny  arises  the  desire  to  aid  all,  and  to 
seek  aid  from  all  in  attaining  it,  and  all  subjects  are  invested  with  interest 
and  made  of  religious  importance  by  their  relation  to  the  welfare  of  man, 
who  stands  between  earth  and  heaven,  a  recipient  from  both. 

As  you,  recognizing  this  idea,  assemble  and  deliberate,  may  that  fervent 
rayer  for  the  inspirations  of  truth  and  wisdom,  which  only  and  unfailing- 
ly secures  the  divine  blessing,  pervade  and  ascend  from  your  congregation. 

A.  E.  LsB  BoBT. 


fi 


FBOM  OLOTHBB  OIFFORD. 

New  Bsdfoed,  Fifth  mo.  9th,  1857. 

DsAB  Friends: — ^Though  unknown  to  you,  I  feel  a  sympathy  with  the 
cause  in  which  you  are  engaged,  and  should  very  much  like  to  be  with 
yon  if  it  were  possible.  It  is  now  seventeen  years  since,  for  conscience 
sake,  I  was  expelled  from  the  Society  of  Friends.  Though  I  believe  I 
sometimes  sensibly  enjoy  sympathy  with  friends  in  the  spirit  world,  I  yet 
miss  the  sympathy  of  religious  association. 

I  have,  during  these  years,  tried  to  prove  all  things  and  hold  fast  that 
which  is  good,  though  externally  isolated  or  alone. 
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You  wiU  permit  me  to  state  some  of  the  oodcIosiodb,  to^whioh  I  hare 
arrived  relative  to  the  estimatioD,  and  right  method  of  interpretatioD,  of 
the  Bible. 

1.  That  Jesus  ie  a  true  revelation  of  the  Great  Father  of  All,  boUi  in 
doctrine  and  life ;  and  that  whatever  disagrees  or  is  inconsistent  with  3i$ 
life  and  teachings,  respecting  G^od  and  His  will,  cannot  be  free  from  error  : 
consequently,  m  accounts,  representing  God  the  Father  as  partial  to  any 
people  or  nation,  or  as  the  leader  of  slaughtering  armies,  or  as  inflicting, 
m  wrath,  His  judgments — ^by  famine,  pestilence,  or  the  sword — ^as  well|ni 
all  other  things  of  like  nature,  can  be  only  apparently  true ;  and  that  only 
in  consequence  of  the  ignorance  and  superstition  of  the  ages  in  which  they 
were  uttered,  or  the  false  education  of  the  writers  and  r^ers. 

2.  That  tne  whole  system  of  burnt-offering  and  sacrifices,  priesthood 
and  titles,  was  of  heathen  origin,  or  from  the  inspiration  of  unprogressed 
spirits,  perhaps  mistaken  for  God  by  those  to  whom  the  true  Gk>d  had 
not  been  revealed,  as  made  known  by  His  Son  as  well  as  by  the  constitu- 
tion of  all  things. 

8.  That  whoever  has  developed  into  dominion  in  himself  the  spirit 
of  forgiveness  of  enemies,  and  love  for  all  mankind,  and,  as  far  as  possible, 
reduces  them  to  practice,  Juu  the  spirit  of  Christ,  and  is  saved  by  his 
name  or  influence. 

4.  That  the  blood  or  life  of  Jesus  Christ,  which  cleanses  us  from  all 
sin,  is  thb  same  spirit  of  love  and  forgiveness,  which  worketh  no  ill  to 
others,  and  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law. 

6.  That  when  the  disposition  to  sin  is  removed,  by  the  predominance 
of  this  hve^  the  guilt  of  former  transgressions  is  remitted  or  covered ; 
though  some  of  their  consequences  may  cause  lasting  regret. 

I  mention  these  few  thoughts,  simply  as  subjects  for  reflection,  not  to 
ask  others  to  come  to  the  same  conclusion. 

Tour  friend.  Clothes  Gifvobd. 

ntoM  danul  b.  whunbt. 

I  MUST  again  deny  myself  the  pleasure  and  profit  of  being  present  at  the 
Yearly  Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends,  but  the  pleasure  of  saying  a  word 
by  letter  I  will  not  forego. 

I  feel  deeply  interested,  among  other  things,  in  the  subject  of  education, 
which  was,  in  part,  discussed  at  the  last  meeting.  There  is  one  question 
which  you  did  not  ask  in  your  last  yearns  circcdar,  which  strikes  me  as  one 
of  great  importance  in  connection  witii  this  great  subject  Ton  ask 
whether  the  different  sexes  ought  to  attend  the  same  school.  Let  the 
question  be  started  and  settied  whether  it  would  not  be  an  improvement 
in  educating  children  to  bring  the  help  which  they  need  to  them  in  their 
hamee^  instead  of  sending  them  from  their  homes  in  search  of  such  aid. 

1  cannot  now  enter  into  a  discussiou  of  the  evils  whidi  attend  the  pro- 
cess of  education  as  at  present  conducted,  from  the  common  school  instmo- 
tion  to  the  highest  branches  of  learning ;  but  rather  make  a  few  sugges- 
tions upon  a  system  of  home  culture,  which  seems  to  me  possible  and  most 
desirable. 

It  would  seem  a  very  desirable  matter,  if  possible,  to  pursue  much  the 
same  habits  of  study  during  the  years  generally  appropriated  to  rudimental 
studies — school-days  proper — which,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  the 
great  body  of  the  people  must  pursue  in  after  life.    Now,  in  Uie  roagh 
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strngeles  of  life,  there  is  no  class-stndy  and  claes-reoitation.  The  home,  tlic 
fireeide,  the  family,  are  the  studios  of  the  mnltitude,  and  the  individual 
sonl  here  straggles  and  wrestles  with  the  opposing  elements  till  they  arc 
removed.  Let  this  nohle  hahit  he  formed  from  the  earliest  period  of  oni 
deTdopment.  Eight  habits  here,  as  every  where  else,  are  of  the  first 
importance.  Such  a  change  in  the  form  of  imparting  help  to  the  opening 
mind,  it  seems  to  me.  might  be  made  without  very  much  inconvenience  io 
any  neighborhood  where  the  parents  feel  a  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  ol 
their  children,  and  were  united  in  seeking  out  the  best  methods  of  helping 
them  on  in  the  great  work  of  life,  development,  healthy  growth  of  body 
and  mind,  maturity  of  humanity. 

A  certain  number  of  families  living  in  general  neighborhood,  could 
procure  the  services  of  a  suitable  teacher  to  take  charge  of  the  child reu 
as  really  as  if  they  were  sent  each  day  to  the  school-house — direct  theii 
studies,  render  all  needed  help  in  their  studies,  and  assist  and  encourage 
them  in  the  formation  of  habits  of  patient,  solitary  study  amid  the  com- 
mon scenes  of  every-day  life.  The  tastes  and  capacity  of  each  individual 
child  could,  in  this  way,  be  consulted  without  inconvenience  to  others. 
The  services  of  the  children  could  be  available  during  this  process  of  edu- 
cation in  the  every-day  affairs  of  life — a  consideration  of  very  great  im- 
portance in  connection  with  the  health  and  physical  development  of  chil- 
dren. But,  above  all,  it  would  leave  the  children,  day  by  day,  under  the 
guardian  care  of  parents  and  friends,  and  thus  avoid  some  of  the  expo- 
sures of  a  moral  nature  which  are  ever  met  with  where  large  eompanies  of 
children  and  jrouth  are  collected  for  instruction.  Meetings  for  public  ex- 
ercises, exammations  and  social  intercourse,  where  parents  and  fHende 
should  testify,  by  their  presence,  the  interest  they  felt  in  the  happiness  and 
growth  of  the  pupils  might  be  held  monthly,  or  oftener,  according  to  the 
usefulness  of  such  meetings,  and  the  wants  of  those  interested.  The  office 
of  teacher,  under  such  a  system,  would  become  one  of  still  greater  dignitv 
and  use  than  it  is  at  present*;  and  such  a  system,  once  fairly  established, 
wonld  extend  the  delights  of  school-days,  study,  systematic  development, 
through  the  whole  of  our  earthly  existence. 

These  brief  hints  are  submitted  with  some  reluctance ;  yet  I  am  quite 
persuaded  that  a  reform  in  the  process  of  education  must  take  some  such 
family  turn.  May  wisdom  from  on  high  attend  all  your  deliberations  iq 
behalf  of  humanity.  Yours,  fraternally, 

D.  S.  WnrrNBT. 

FBOU  FBAN0I8  JACKSON, 
Pretidmt  qf  the  MauaekuutU  Anti-Slavery  SoeUty, 

Boston,  May  10, 1857. 

I  THANK  you  for  the  invitation  to  attend  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  the  Pro- 
gressive Friends.  I  like  their  peculiar  institution  very  much.  I  hope  it 
will  become  almighty  for  good. 

I  concur  most  heartily  with  the  noble  sentiments  embodied  in  their 
invitatioo.  We  must  avoid  the  mistakes  of  the  past.  We  have  been  gov- 
erned mainly  by  precedents;  then*  time-honored  appearance  has  deceived 
the  masses  and  perpetuated  tlie  wrong.  We  must  make  new  precedents 
based  on  justice. 

I  will  allude  to  but  one  of  those  ancient  errors  now,  which  I  believe 
has  been  a  terrible  clog  upon  the  progress  of  humanity — I  mean  the  treat- 
ment of  woman. 

Man  has  dwarfed  woman.    It  was  the  most  foolish  thing,  perhaps,  that 
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h«  erer  did.  Probably  he  was  not  aware  that  that  iofqnity  would  report 
itself  80  injarioofkly  in  lacoeeding  generations.  As  well  might  the  engineer 
of  a  railroad  apply  the  breaks  of  his  train  in  sarmonnting  the  nphill  grsdss 
of  the  road. 

It  is  not  always  easy  to  account  for  the  mistakes  we  make.  In  this  case, 
it  appears  to  me  that  we  have  relied  npon  tradition  instead  of  reason  ;^ 
that  the  ancient  writings  of  man  have  been  palmed  npon  m  as  those  of 
Qod. 

Give  to  both  sexes  an  equal  chance  to  do  the  world^s  work,  and  iJbm 
aabserre  ti>e  highest  intereats  and  swiftest  progress  of  the  raoe. 

Fbakois  Jackson. 


VBOIC  D1.TII>  ▲.  WA8SON, 
Paihr  9f  ll<  h^AtpmdtmA  So^Ufty^  fircwdmmd^  Mam. 

Gbovelakd,  May  12, 1867. 

I  WISH  I  could  promise  myself  any  thintr  so  good  as  a  meeting  with  the 
Progressive  Friends  this  year.  That  meeting  at  Longwood  Ust  May  was 
a  true  Penteoost  to  me,  and  a  little  more  of  the  same  would  be,  I  am  well 
aware,  better  than  medicine  for  soul  and  body.  This  time,  however,  your 
meeting  will  have  to  bless  me  in  giving  me  an  opportunity  to  exercise  the 
virtue  of  self-denial.  I  cannot  iS  wifli  you — that  is,  my  body  cannot; 
but  if^  as  grand  old  Swedenborg  will  have  it,  we  are  were  where  our 
minds  place  us,  then,  I  hope  that  tiie  more  real  and  substantial  part  of  me 
(which  is,  of  course,  the  spirit — more  properly,  however,  the  whoU  of 
me)  will  be  present  with  the  Progressive  Friends,  and  with  all  real  noble 
men— the  true  bearers  of  God^s  burdens-— wherever  they  congregate.  If 
I  am  not  so,  it  must  be  beeause  I  am  of  the  ignoble  who  do  not  bear  the 
burdens  of  God,  but  are  themselves  burdensome — part  of  that  heavy  deck- 
load  of  human  lumber  with  which  our  earth-ship  is  freighted  (and  which 
sad*hearted  persons  declare  is  not  worth  the  taking  to  port,  though  I  do 
not  say  so).  Bat,  in  this  case,  the  presence  of  that  avoirdupois  shadow 
and  symbol  of  me,  which  I  call  ray  body,  would  not  help  the  matter,  bat 
only  make  it  worse.  Let  me  hope,  however,  that  I  am  reallv  of  yoor 
company — reallv  associated  with  you,  and  with  the  wise  and  earnest 
every  where ;  ii  not  as  leader  or  equal,  then  as  servant,  menial,  lackey- 
any  thing,  or  any  way,  to  be  with  the  best  persons  and  a  promoter  of  the 
best  work.  Better  a  door-keeper,  or  door-keeper's  subordinate  in  the 
house  of  Truth  and  Light  than  a  prince  in  the  tent  of  pro-slavery,  and 
proahypocrisy,  and  pro-DiaboIos  in  sreneral. 

Allow  me,  in  conclusion  of  this  httie  letter,  to  phice  myself  in  commn- 
nication  with  the  Longwood  Congregation,  and  to  say  to  them  just  this: 
Progressive  Friends  I  I  do  most  heartily  rejoice  in  you,  in  your  purposes, 
in  your  work,  in  what  you  are,  and  what  yon  are  doing.  Of  course,  I 
shall  be  no  such  bearer  of  coals  to  Newcastle  as  to  exhort  you  to  go  on ; 
1  should  as  soon  think  of  exhorting  Missouri  to  flow.  I  will  not  even  ssj 
bless  yon,  for  the  universe  is  full  of  benedictions-— better  than  Terbal 
benedictions,  too— for  the  wise  good  man,  and  the  steeds  of  Destiny  re- 
ouire  no  chirruping  to  make  them  go.  I  say  but  this  again,  I  am  glad 
there  are  such  people  in  the  world — glad  that  there  is  such  work  for  ^em 
to  do,  and  such  doers  for  the  work. 

Most  cordially  yours, 

D.  A.  Wasson. 
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nOM  ANTOmXlTB  I^  BBOWK  BLA.0K1 

NewYc 

A  800IBTT  claimiDg  to  have  a  progreflsiye  religioi] 
sity,  arrest  the  atteDtion   of  the  earnest-minded, 
thing  which  is  tmlj  upward  and  onward. 

I  am  e^ecially  rejoiced  that  the  Progressive  Frien 
or  privileges  in  religion  which  are  to  be  appropriate 
Kight  for  rnan  is  right  for  woman.  Wrong  for  won 
I  wonder  any  sane  being  can  doabt  these  tmisros. 
one  moral  code  ?  If  men  may  reason,  like  St.  Paul,  < 
peranee  and  a  judgment  to  oome,  so  may  women, 
together  as  Phebe,  and  Priscilla,  and  Mary,  and  Tri 
and  a  host  of  others  did  who  were  co-workers  with 

How  far  superior  in  its  estimaUon  of  woman  is  t 
day  to  Mohammedanism  ?  Mahomet  was  not  convii 
souls^  Presbyterianism  has  never  doubted  that  evei 
to  save,"  but  it  is  not  ready  to  give  them  credit  for  tt 
heart  out  of  whose  abundance  the  month  speiJ^eth. 
"more  light  yet" 

I  have  long  recognized  (rod's  economy  of  cause  a 
jugation  of  women  thronghont  all  ages.  There  is  c 
and  mind  which  is  meaner  and  grosser  than  moral 
intellect.  Yet  it  has  overcome  them  both  and  rul 
first  in  order  of  development.  Next,  the  intellect  mui 
it  is  already  doing  so.  Sense,  shrewdness,  mental  a 
par  in  the  American  market.  Moral  power  is  yet  b 
but  it  will  be  eventually  supreme  in  the  eves  of  aU. 
made  some  inches  taller  than  women,  doubtless  had  c 
primary  force,  thin  first  element  of  power,  than  wot 
creased  it  seven-fold  by  excessive  use,  till  it  has  becoi 
city.  As  they  stand  developed  at  present,  they  are 
bears,  doubtless,  than  God  made  Adam  in  the  beginn 
pronounced  very  good.  Very  good  I  How  many  ni 
such  words  to  at  present?  On  the  other  hand,  wo 
these  corresponding  faculties  in  themselves  by  want 
could  have  created  so  feeble  a  being  as  the  fine  lad 
I  should  as  soon  believe  that  idiocy  is  the  normal  sta 

Thus,  men  are  classed  as  vastly  superior  to  wom^ 
in  all  the  elements  of  this  lowest  force  of  character  I 
force.    There  is  a  somewhat  in  it  which  belongs  to  h 
love  and  power  of  dominion  can  be  maintained  by  not" 

And  man  has  ruled  over  woman  I  But,  in  a  pre 
inevitable  that  the  higher  powers  of  being  be  broug 
women  would  acquire  as  much  sense  as  men  have, 
goodness  as  men  have,  they  would  be  every  where  re 
a  day ;  and  if  they  could  acquire  all  this  without  the 
now  lower  men  beneath  them,  even  as  they  now  an 
times  their  superiors. 

It  is  the  province  of  religion  to  make  both  perfec 

of  Qod  and  each  other.     Equals,  perhaps  not  ide 

difiereth  from  another  star  in  glory,  even  when  both 

Where  will  men  and  women  range  themselves  w 
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religion  which  can  lead  mankincl  in  philanthropy  to  love  their  neighbors 
even  better  than  themselves,  finding  their  own  higlieet  joy  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  others,  in  honor  preferring  one  another  ?  I  trnst  tliat  they  may 
vet  be  fonnd  to  rule  themselves  with  equal  wisdom  by  this  the  highest 
law  for  social  and  moral  being. 

Be  it  the  effort,  then,  of  all  friends  of  progress  to  accelerate  saoh  a  mil- 
lenninm. 

Ahtoihbttb  L.  Bbowk  Bulokw 


FBOM  ODAELBS  K.  WHIPPLl. 

Dbab  Brotbbbs  and  818TEB8 : — ^Fail  not  to  be  foithfal  to  the  name  yoa 
have  chosen. 

You  have  called  yourselves,  as  Jesus  called  his  disciples,  **  Friends." 
Let  your  title  to  this  designation  be  manifest,  not  in  your  meetings  only, 
but  in  vour  lives.  Show  yourselves  friendly  to  the  poor,  the  weak,  Ae 
afflicted,  the  ignorant,  and  the  oppressed,  by  practical  aid,  of  a  kind  suited 
to  their  necessities,  and  administered  in  love.  And  not  less,  show  your- 
selves friendly  to  the  criminal,  the  oppressor  and  the  profligate,  by  faithful 
warning  and  rebuke,  by  such  restraint  as  you  can  properly  exercise  upon 
their  evil,  and  by  such  help  as  you  can  give  them  in  turning  toward  good, 
also  administered  in  love. 

Mindful  of  the  common  error  of  religious  sects,  in  deeming  themsdyes 
to  have  attained  the  knowledge  of  all  essential  trutli,  and  thus,  dresding 
advance  as  much  as  backsliding,  in  remaining  anchored  while  all  God^ 
universe  beside  is  in  motion — ^you  have  called  yourselves  "  Progressive." 
It  is  well  done ;  but  to  assume  the  name  is  easier  than  to  be  fkithftil  to 
the  character.  Doubt  not  that  your  time  of  trial  will  come.  Watch 
without  ceasing  against  the  danger  which  has  vanquished  all  your  prede- 
cessors. Never  refuse  a  fiiir  examination  to  that  which  claims  to  benewlv 
discovered  truth.  On  the  other  hand,  never  admit  the  soundness  of  soeh 
a  claim  until  it  is  substantiated  by  stMoient  evidence.  Prove  all  things, 
hold  fast  onlv  that  which  is  good.  Believe  not  every  alleged  spirit,  nor 
every  alleged  fact,  but  try  each  to  ascertain  whether  it  is  of  (Jod,  that  te, 
whether  it  is  founded  in  truth. 

Wishing  for  you  strength,  and  faith,  and  wisdom  to  do  your  appropri- 
ate part  in  the  many  and  urgent  necessities  of  thb  age  of  the  world,  I  am 
sincerely.  Your  friend  and  brother, 

Boston,  May  18th,  1867.  Ohablbs  K.  Whipple. 

FROM  ALFRED  H.  LOVE.* 

Esteemed  Friends  : — It  is  with  deep  regret  I  find  myself  prevented  from 
attending  your  Annual  Meeting.  The  unexpected  pleasure  and  inestima- 
ble profit,  derived  from  my  viMt  last  year,  have  endeared  both  movement 
and  movers  to  my  very  being.  It  proved  a  bright,  sunny  epoch  in  my 
life,  and  opened  a  new  leaf  in  my  book  of  destiny.  I  returned  home 
strengthened  in  my  resolves  and  encouraged  in  my  anticipations. 

You  have  revealed  the  roseate  flush  of  daybretik,  in  the  dawn  of  a  pure 
practical  righteousness,  that  is  destined  for  a  world-wide  philanthropy. 

Sensible  of  the  trust  conferred,  by  placing  me  upon  the  Committee 

*  Not  received  in  time  to  tx  eommunicated  to  ihe  Meeting. 
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appointed  to  consider  the  sabiect  of  Capital,  and  the  propriety  of  Limitinff 
the  Acquisition  of  Property,  I  ezarained  the  subject,  and  should  be  pleased 
to  be  present  at  its  discussion.  The  interrogatories  submitted  last  year 
contain  many  important  and  interesting  suggestions. 

The  inordinate  desire  *^  to  catch  Dame  Fortune's  ffolden  smiles^  is  one 
of  the  common  errors  of  society.  Among  the  faculties  with  which  we 
are  endowed.  Acquisitiveness  holds  a  prominent  position.  The  propensity 
to  acquire  is  one  of  the  earliest  tratts  of  our  being.  The  first  demand  of 
nature  is  life,  which  depends  upon  subsistence  and  naturally  encourages  a 
desire  to  possess.  But  it  is  our  duty  to  so  direct  and  regulate  this  instinc- 
tive appetite,  that  it  may  not  degenerate  into  avariciousness.  It  becomes 
then  a  great  curse.  Properly  directed,  it  may  be  the  instrument  of  invalu- 
able jiood,  both  in  the  present  and  the  future.  While  charity  is  a  virtue, 
it  IS  incumbent  utou  us  to  exert  all  honorable  means  to  possess  the  power 
of  indulging  it.  We  have  not  the  moral  right  to  limit  our  exertions  for 
the  good  of  humanity.  If  we  have  the  capacity  to  acquire  means,  where- 
by to  alleviate  the  sufferinffs  and  increase  the  happiness  of  our  fellow- 
beings,  we  should  do  so,  under  all  the  restrictions  of  the  laws  of  the  land, 
of  morals  and  of  honor. 

**The  iiniple  plan. 

That  thef  ahall  take  who  hare  the  power, 

And  they  ahall  keep  who  can,** 

is  as  devoid  of  justice  as  it  is  ii\jnrious  to  the  security  of  peace  and  hap- 
pinesi ;  and  while  it  seems  impossible  to  nudntain  the  principle  that  the 
*^  material  elements  "  are  the  common  property  of  eveiy  created  being — 
as  it  seems  inevitable  that  the  soil,  at  least,  must  belong  to  some  one — ^yet 
the  principle,  that  the  aconmiilation  of  wealth  is  not  the  chief  end  of  man, 
and  that  the  monopoly  of  any  of  God's  gifts  is  unjust  and  injurious,  is 
oertainly  worthy  the  support  of  every  one. 

The  whole  subject  comprehends  a  boundless  field  for  investigation  and 
phUanthropy,  and  I  deeply  regret  that  circumstances  will  prevent  my 
attending  the  meeting. 

I  should  like  to  investigate  the  subject  more  fully,  and  examine  its 
other  features.  Accept  my  earnest  solicitations  for  the  success  of  the 
good  cause  of  progressive  morality  and  reform,  and  believe  me, 

Sincerely  your  friend,  Alfred  H.  Lovb. 

Philadblphia,  ICay  16,  1857. 


FBOM   MOVOTTBB  D.  OONWAT, 
FoMtor  itfthe  UnUarian  Church  in  OUiMtmatL 

OnroiNNATi,  May  7th,  1857. 
Dbab  Fbibnd  : — ^Your  circular,  giving  me  the  time  and  place  of  the  next 
meeting  of  Progressive  Friende^  has  been  received.  I  did  not  need  such 
a  circular,  though  glad  to  get  it ;  for  I  read  the  good  newspapers.  I  am 
vei^  sorry  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  be  present  this  year ;  but 
besides  the  fiiot  that  the  distance  is  great,  and  ministers  to  supply  the 
place  of  an  absentee  hard  to  get  out  here,  our  own  Convention  of  Western 
Churches  occurs  about  the  same  time  at  Alton,  111.,  and  the  sad  proceed- 
ings of  the  same  at  Chicago,  last  year,  warn  every  lover  of  freedom  to 
be  at  his  post  this  year,  so  that  the  rod  of  the  wicked  shall  not  rest  upon 
the  lot  of  the  righteous. 
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Bat  my  Bympathy  with  this  reyiyal  of  the  old  flame  which  was  bo 
mighty  in  the  olden  days,  under  Qod'e  servant,  Gkorse  Fox — certainly  the 
greatest  religions  hero  and  reformer  sinoe  Lnther— >is  unabated.  I  knov 
that  I  left  that  pleasant  Longwood  meeting  last  year  with  a  feeling  that 
Grod  had  not  forsaken  our  world,  and  that  it  still  belonged  to  Him,  how- 
ever much  the  devil  had  to  do  with  it  I  departed,  feeling  my  heart  more 
open  to  whatever  ray  His  love  should  send  me.  As  I  write  there  comes 
over  me  the  thrill  which  touched  me  at  various  times,  when,  before  anj 
solemn  problem,  our  spirits  rose  from  thought  to  earnestness  and  on  to  a 
unity  wnich  sacrificed  no  individuality,  fUnlling  the  prayer  **  that  Uiey 
may  be  p&r/eet  in  one/*  Ah,  brother,  many  gates  of  the  city  of  God  gleam 
before  us.  according  to  our  several  temperaments  and  attainments,  bat 
John  in  Patmos  saw  that  "  every  several  gate  was  of  one  pearl.'*  Parity 
insures  vision. 

Give  my  love  to  the  meeting,  and  say  I  am  quite  sure  I  shall  be  present 
another  year. 

Yours,  ever,  M.  D.  Conwat. 


VBOM  BAHUXL  J.  MAT, 
Pattor  of  the  UhiiarkM  Ohitrefi^  Byracumt  2f,  T, 

Toledo,  Ohio,  May  10th,  1857. 

Mt  DsjlB  Fbbnd  : — ^I  am  thus  (bx  on  my  way  to  Alton-wmd  here  lam 
arrested  by  bodily  illness.  I  trust,  however,  that  1  shall  be  well  eooogh 
to  proceed  on  my  journey  to-morrow. 

I  was  very  sorry  to  leave  home  without  having  written  letters  to  the 
Yearly  Meetmg  of  Progressive  Friends,  upon  the  two  sul^ts  especially 
referred  to  the  Oommittees  of  which  I  was  last  year  made  a  member.  But 
the  last  three  or  four  months  have  been  a  season  of  trial  and  afflictioD, 
which,  added  to  the  wear  of  my  ordinary  duties,  has  increased  thedebili^ 
of  my  health,  which  was  otherwise  impaired. 

One  object  of  my  journey  now  is  the  recovery  of  my  health.  I  am 
weary  and  weak,  and  much  disinclined  to  any  mental  exertion.  I  pray 
you  to  excuse  my  delinquency  to  any  who  may  oomplain  of  it. 

I  was  encouraged  to  expect  letters  from  a  number  of  those  who  were 
with  us  last  year,  on  the  subject  of  the  limitation  to  be  put  to  the  acquisi- 
tion of  property,  but  not  a  line  has  come  to  me  from  any  one  on  tiiat  or 
any  other  subject,  except  one  short  and  interesting  letter  of  inquiry. 

Yours  truly,  Samttel  J.  Mat. 

FROM  THOMAS  J.  MUMFOBD, 

Footer  vf  1h$  OiMmiom  Ckm^  I>€irotL 

Dbtroit,  May  8th,  1851 
If  it  were  not  for  the  Western  Unitarian  Conference  next  week,  which 
I  feel  bound  to  attend,  I  should  gratify  a  long-cherished  desire  to  be  with 
you  at  your  Yearly  Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends.  I  cannot  tell  you 
how  much  I  was  disappointed  when  I  learned  that  these  attractive  gather- 
ings are  to  take  place  at  the  same  time. 

I  remain,  yours  faithfully, 

T.  J.  MUMFOBO. 
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PROIC  JAMES  FRBSMAK  OLABKS, 
Pa9lor<ifiM6  Church  qf  tht  lH$eiplet,  Botiofk 

Jamaica  Plain,  April  18th,  1 857. 
Ht  Dbab  Fbiend  : — ^I  thank  thee  kindly  for  thy  invitation,  and  believe 
1  would  have  tried  to  find  my  way  to  Congwood  meeting-hoose,  "  one 
mile  east  of  Hamorton,  on  the  way  to  Kennett  Sqnare,"  hot  that  I  expect 
to  he  at  that  period  of  Fifth  month  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  attending 
another  Convention. 

Bnt  good  cheer  to  yon,  and  a  good  time.  I  believe  that  you  will 
have  one,  for  you  believe  m  trnth  and  also  in  love ;  and  he  who  has 
a  heart  so  large  that  he  can  love  truth,  and  a  mind  so  broad  as  to  believe 
in  love,  is  surely  on  the  way  to  somethmg  good. 

Truly  and  ever  yours,  Jab.  Fbbxman  Olabxb. 

FROM  JOSHUA  B.  G1DDINQ6. 

Jbffsbson,  Ohio,  April  29, 1867. 
DsAR  FRiEinM : — ^I  have  received  your  circular,  inviting  me  to  attend 
the  Yearly  Meeting  of  Progreesive  Friends,  to  be  held  at  Longwood,  Ches- 
ter County,  Pa.,  on  the  17th  proximo.  Devoted  as  your  Association  is  to 
the  obtainment  of  perfect  civil,  religious  and  spiritual  freedom,  my  heart 
yearns  to  be  with  you  and  greet  you ;  to  hold  communion  with  congenial 
minds ;  to  bask  in  the  sunshine  of  that  progress,  which  is  now  beginning 
to  vivify  and  stimulate  the  human  intellect  to  greater  effort  in  that  great 
work  which  lies  before  us. 

At  no  former  period  have  the  laborers  in  this  hol^  cause  had  such  en 
ooaragement  as  that  which  presents  itself  to  the  Christians  of  these  United 
States.  Never,  in  any  countiy,  at  any  time^  was  the  popular  mind  of  a 
nation  so  generally  directed  to  the  subject  oi  human  progress.  Agitation 
and  discu^on  are  seen  and  heard  on  every  hand.  On  the  stump,  at  the 
bar.  in  the  pulpit,  in  our  legislative  halls,  at  the  fire-side,  and  before  the 
nation,  the  rights  of  our  common  humanity,  the  brotherhood  of  man,  and 
the  &therho€^  of  God,  are  discussed.  The  sea  of  human  thought  has  been 
sdrred  to  its  farthest  depths.  Its  tide  is  rising,  its  waters  are  heaving  in 
mighty  billows,  and  lashed  into  fbara  by  that  moral  tempest  which  is 
necessary  to  purify  the  vital  fluid  which  we  inhale,  and  render  our  moral 
natnres  healthy  and  vifforous,  prepared  for  greater  and  still  greater  effort 
in  the  cause  of  God  and  mankind. 

The  moral  forces  of  the  nation  are  concentrating,  combining  and 
strengthening,  and  gathering  power ;  the  prejudices,  the  bigotry,  the  su- 
perstitions of  the  past  are  giving  way.  Long  cherished  errors  are  aban- 
doned ;  obvious  truths  are  embraced ;  crimes  which  for  a^es  have  been 
legalized  and  protected  by  Church  and  State,  have  been  divested  of  the 
sanctity  which  a  false  religion  and  a  hypocritical  patriotism  had  thrown 
aronnd  them,  and  held  rorth  in  their  natural  and  revolting  deformity. 
Vice  ifl  exposed,  mankind  are  rising  in  virtue  and  holiness,  and  will  soon 
be  disenthralled  from  the  errors  under  which  they  have  long  labored,  and 
prepared  for  higher  attainments,  a  purer  and  holier  existence. 

fViends  I  I  need  not  say  I  greet,  I  congratulate  you.  I  cannot  be  per- 
Bonally  present  at  your  meeting,  but  ray  spirit,  my  prayers,  my  blessing 
moat  always  be  witn  those  who  labor  for  the  higher  development  of  man- 
kind.    With  fraternal  affection,  1  salute  you. 

J.  R.  GlDDZHGB. 
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FROM  BBNBT  OHABLtt. 

New  Garden,  Indiana,  Fourth  month  19th^  1867. 

Thb  last  mail  brought  me  a  oircnlar,  inviting  attendance  at  joar  next 
Yearly  Meeting,  to  commence  on  the  17  th  of  next  month. 

I  regret  that  the  circumstances  by  which  I  am  surrounded,  and  the 
long  distance  intervening,  will  prevent  me  from  ec^joving  that  pleasure— 
for  a  pleasure  indeed  it  would  be  to  meet  and  mingle  with  those  whose 
hearts  ever  beat  responsive  to  the  demands  of  sufibring  humanity,  instead 
of  answering  to  the  petty  dictates  of  party  creed  I 

'We  look  back  upon  many  of  the  scenes  which  occurred  among  pro- 
fessing Christians  a  centur^r  or  two  ago  with  feelings  of  disgust,  abhor- 
rence,  or  pity.  We  think  it  passing  strange  that  Puritan  hands  should 
ever  have  been  engaged  upon  Boston  Common  (or  any  where  dse)  in 
hanging  Quakers  and  witches  I  When  we  see  G^eorge  Burroughs  at  tlie 
gibl^t,  and  Cotton  Mather  on  horseback  in  the  crowd  addressing  the  peo- 
ple, insisting  that  Burroughs,  notwithstanding  his  piet^  and  intelligence, 
was  a  wizzard,  and  ought  to  suffer  death,  our  imagination  stands  aghast  I 
But  the  picture  receives  still  a  deeper  shading,  when  we  contemplate  the 
tragic  deaths  of  Marmadnke  Stephenson,  John  Robinson,  Mary  Dyar,  and 
William  Leddron,  worthies  of  a  once  highly-£Eivored  Society,  who  sealed 
their  testimonies  with  their  blood  I 

But  our  popular  churches  of  this  day  look  back  to  those  ages  of  dark- 
ness, and,  like  their  great  prototype,  the  Pharisee  of  Scripture,  thank  God 
that  they  are  not  as  other  men,  even  those  sinners  who  hung  Quakers 
and  witches  1  But  what  will  be  the  judgment  of  a  century  or  two  hence, 
as  those  who  read  ponder  the  ecclesiastical  history  of  the  present?  Me- 
thinks  our  human  slavery,  defended  and  justified ;  the  Pope's  bulb  of  ana- 
thema ;  the  Protestant's  milder  but  not  less  sure  ^^  decree  of  excommoni- 
oation,"  or  ^^  minute  of  disownment  ;'*  often  issued  and  enforced  against 
opinions  and  acts  that,  so  far  from  being  immoral  or  wrong,  have  sprung 
from  motives  of  the  highest  and  purest  character ;  these  and  kindred 
lyings  will  excite,  in  the  minds  of  those  who  read  our  history  ages  hence, 
astonishment  little  short  of  that  which  we  feel  as  we  read  the  history  of 
the  past. 

We  advance  at  railroad  speed  in  the  line  of  ihose  discoveries  whose 
tendencies  are  to  ameliorate  the  physical  condition  of  mankind,  while  as 
the  ages  pass  we  only  make  Sabbath  days'  journeys  in  spiritual  knowledge  I 

But  a  brighter  day  has  dawned  I  A  more  genial  and  kindly  light  is 
beaming  upon  innumerable  minds ;  and  may  we  not  hope  that  the  dav  is 
not  far  distant  when  the  ''*•  dead  "  dogmas  and  creeds  of  the  past  shall  be 
'^  buried  by  their  dead,"  and  the  Ztrtnp  imMi  of  the  present  be  supported 
and  conducted  to  a  glorious  consummation  by  a  world  of  liw  Christians. 
Fraternally, 

HsssT  CsABun. 


FROM  J06IAH  BOND. 

Philadblphu,  Fifth  month  16th,  1857. 

Drab  Fbibnds  : — ^Not  being  permitted  to  mingle  with  you  at  this  time, 

I  feel  it  on  my  mind  to  exhort  you  to  fl^ithftilness.    first,  to  maintain  the 

sublime  dignity  of  a  f^ee  platform,  where  man  is  not  to  lord  it  over  his 

fellow  man,  and  where  woman  can  feel  herself  to  be  Just  that  noble  being 
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which  our  Creator  intended  she  sbonld  be ;  and  secondly,  to  stand  firm 
and  bear  a  faithfnl  testimony  against  slavery,  mm,  tobacco,  and  all  other 
e?Us  that  men  afflict  tliemselves  with ;  and  last  bat  not  least,  I  beseech 
you  to  be  found  bearing  testimony  always  to  justice,  truth,  love,  mercy  and 
purity.  May  our  Heavenly  Father  give  unto  you  an  abundance  of  that  wis- 
aom  which  is  pure,  peaceable,  gentle,  and  easy  to  be  entreated,  full  of 
mercy  and  of  good  fmits,  so  that  you  may  go  on  your  way  rejoicing. 
From  your  brother  in  the  truth, 

JosiAH  Bond. 


FROM    BDOAB  BUCKINGHAM,* 
Pattar  t^iK$  DnUarian  Ohuroh  in  TVoy,  N.  T, 

Tbot,  May  20th,  1857. 

I  AM  very  greatly  obliged  to  you  for  your  kind  invitation  and  circular, 
sent  to  me  some  montli  or  two  since,  in  relation  to  the  meeting,  this  week, 
of  the  Progressive  Friends.  I  knew  when  I  received  it  I  should  not  be 
able  to  attend,  having  special  duties  that  would  detain  me  in  Troy ;  but  I 
meant,  in  due  season,  to  acknowledge  your  kindness,  and  it  was  only  by 
inadvertence  that  my  acknowledgment  has  been  delayed  to  a  day  beyond 
the  time  of  the  meeting. 

I  am  personally  interested  very  deeply  in  the  progress  of  the  Progres- 
sive Friends ;  for  though  I  bear  sometimes  a  name  somewhat  sectarian — 
and,  as  long  as  it  means  an  important  and  a  feared  truth,  will  not  disown  it 
—vet  I  trust  I  love  Christianity  better  than  any  sect  The  truth  does  not 
belong  to  sects;  and,  found  with  one  denomination  to-day,  it  is  with 
another  to* morrow ;  and  it  is  impossible,  I  suppose,  so  weak  is  human  na- 
ture, to  arrange  men  into  organizations  in  such  a  way  that  they  will  not 
shortly  honor  the  organization  as  being  of  itself  of  supreme  importance. 

Hoping  that  yon  have  had  an  interesting  occasion,  and  have  been 
strengthened  in  your  hearts,  I  remain,  with  many  thanks  for  your  remem- 
brance, Truly  yonrs, 

E.   BUOKINOHAM. 


FROM  RIOHABD  BU8HNBLL. 

New  Lebanon,  N.  Y.  (Shaker  Village),  April  22nd,  1857 
RispsoTBD  Fbiends  : — ^Tours  of  the  12th,  containing  your  friendly  in- 
vitation to  ns  to  attend  the  Meeting  of  the  Progressive  Friends,  on  the  17th 
of  the  Fifth  month,  was  duly  received.  But  as  a  number  of  our  family  are 
contemplating  a  visit  about  that  time  to  some  of  our  Eastern  Societies,  it 
would  be  very  inconvenient  for  more  of  us  to  leave  home. 

Ton  will  please  accept  the  thanks  of  all  the  invited  for  your  friendly  in- 
vitation, and  also  the  assnranoe  of  our  sincere  wish  that  the  spirit  of 
truth,  sincerity  and  love  may  so  operate  and  prevail  amonff  the  subjects  of 
the  meeting,  as  may  advance  them  truly  into  that  life  which  is  hid  with 
Christ  in  God. 

In  behalf  of  all  addressed,  I  remain  yonr  friend, 

RiOHABD  BUSBNELL. 
^  Tbto  totter,  It  win  b«  Men,  wm  not  timnamltted  In  time  to  bo  proBontod  to  the  Meeting. 
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William  Lloyd  Garrison,  in  The  Liberator  of  May  29,  gives  the 
following  account  of  what  he  observed  and  felt  during  the  progress  of 
the  Yearly  Meeting.  His  testimony  may  well  fill  our  h4st  remaining 
^>ace: 

*•  From  New  York  we  proceeded  to  Chester  CJonnty,  Pennsylvania,  to 
attend  the  annual  convocation  of  the  Progressive  Friends  at  Longwood ; 
and  though  our  anticipations  of  a  large  and  deeply  interesting  gathering 
were  highly  raised,  they  were  greatly  surpassed  by  the  reality.  We  have 
never  had  more  unalloyed  satisfaction  and  exquisite  enjoyment  crowded 
into  the  same  space  of  time.  On  *  First  day*  (I7th  inst.)  there  must  have 
been  at  least  three  thousand  people  on  the  ground ;  for  it  was  esdmated 
by  various  persons  that  there  were  no  less  than  seven  hnndred  vehicles 
during  the  aay  gathered  at  the  place  of  meeting!  At  noon  we  counted 
between  five  and  six  hundred,  and  multitudes  came  at  the  afternoon  ser- 
vices. The^  filled  the  roads  in  all  directions,  at  long  distances,  presenting 
an  extraordinary  spectacle,  and  evincing  an  interest  in  the  meeting  of  the 
most  earnest  character.  The  utmost  sobriety,  the  most  perfect  order,  thcf 
most  respectful  attention  prevailed  throughout ;  we  have  never  seen  any- 
thing quite  comparable  to  it.  The  old,  the  middle-aged,  the  young,  were 
all  there,  blending  into  oneness  of  spirit,  and  animated  by  the  noblest 
aspirations  after  truth  and  righteousness.  It  was  like  receiving  a  special 
benediction  to  look  at  their  faces — venerable,  manly,  womanly,  or  youth- 
ful, as  the  case  might  be.  Kot  a  fourth  part  of  the  vast  throng  could  get 
into  the  neat  and  (for  ordinary  purposes)  commodious  meeting-house :  so, 
while  the  audience  within  doors  were  listening  to  addresses,  those  without 
were  addressed  by  others  at  the  same  time.  The  meetings  continned 
during  three  days — the  last  two  proving  exceedingly  cold  and  stormy,  and 
necessarily  diminishing  the  attendance.  The  best  spirit  prevailed  through- 
out ;  the  discussions  were  general,  and  marked  by  rare  good  sense  and 
intelligent  discrimination;  and  the  testimonies  recorded  in  relation  to 
slavery,  war,  intemperance,  the  use  of  tobacco,  woman's  rights,  &c.  Ac- 
of  an  uncompromising  stamp.  The  hospitality  of  the  friends  at  Longwood 
was  severely  tested,  and  as  cheerfuUv  borne.  Our  indebtedness  to  them 
is  great,  and,  if  never  repaid,  will  at  least  ever  be  gratefully  remembered.^ 
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James  Freeman  Clarke,  112;  Charles  D.  B.  Mills,  118 ;  Aaron  M. 
Powell,  116 ;  W.  H.  Fish,  115 ;  T.  W.  Higginson,  116 ;  Joshua  R. 
Giddings,  116 ;  T.  J.  Mumford,  116. 


^bretf  of  i\t  (UtriuL 

JOSEPH  A.  DUGDALE,  HamorUm,  Chester  Co.,  Pa, 
OLIVER  JOHNSON,  188  Noitau  Street,  New  York, 
SIDNEY  PEIRCE  CURTIS,  Philadelphia, 
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The  Pennstltania  Ybaely  MEBTiNa  op  Progrbssitb  Friends 
conyened  in  the  Longwood  meeting-house,  in  Chester  County,  on 
Pirst-day,  the  30th  of  Fifth  month,  1858,  at  10  o'clock,  a.  m.  The 
crowd  of  people  was  so  great  as  to  fill  the  house  to  its  utmost  capacity, 
throng  eyery  place  of  access,  and  overflow  the  adjoining  yard. 

OLiyxB  Johnson  briefly  congratulated  the  Meeting  upon  thd 
auspicious  circumstances  under  which  it  had  convened,  upon  the 
freedom  of  its  platform,  and  its  exemption  from  the  bondage  of  creed 
and  ecclesiastical  authority.  He  expressed  the  hope  that,  however 
"widely  those  present  might  differ  from  one  another  on  minor  matters, 
they  would  all  see  eye  to  eye  in  regard  to  fundamental  principles,  and 
that  the  Meeting  might  be  characterized  at  once  by  great  boldness  in 
the  utterance  of  truth,  by  a  kind  and  fraternal  spirit  in  all  its  discus- 
sions, and  by  that  deep  religious  earnestness  which  comes  of  faith  in 
God  as  the  Father  of  the  whole  human  race,  and  in  his  purposes  of 
love  to  all  his  children. 

Henrietta  W.  JcmNSON  then  read  the  Call  of  the  Meeting,  as 
follows : 

The  Sixth  Tearlt  MEBTHfo  of  the  Proorbbbtve  Friends  of  Pbmksti<- 
vaxia  win  convene  at  Loitowood  (near  Hamorton),  Chester  County,  on  flist- 
daj,  the  80th  of  Fifth  month,  1858,  at  10  o'clock,  a.  m^  and  continue  its  sessiona 
probably,  for  three  or  four  successive  dayn 

The  principles  and  aims  of  this  Reh'gious  Society  have  been  so  often  set  forth, 
that  little  need  be  said  upon  the  subject  in  this  connection.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that 
it  is  our  desire  to  secure  the  advantages  of  mutual  cooperation  and  associated  effort 
in  the  development  of  the  religious  life,  without  trenching,  in  the  smallest  degree, 
Txpon  individual  freedom  of  opinion  and  action ;  that  we  are  diligently  striving  to 
firee  ourselves,  more  and  more,  from  the  fetters  of  superstition,  the  tyranny  of 
priestcraft,  and  the  bondage  of  creeds  and  forms,  and  to  assume  the  prerogatives 
of  a  divinely  inspired  manhood ;  that  in  our  assemblies,  avoiding  "  doubtful  diqm- 
tations  ^  and  wordy  '*  strifes  of  doctrine,**  it  is  our  aim  to  cultivate  the  spirit  of  love 
and  good-will,  to  aid  one  another  in  the  search  for  truth,  to  testify,  from  time  to 
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time,  a8  occasion  may  reqTiire,  against  eveiy  fonn  of  oi^ganised  wrong  and  popular 
wickedness,  to  apply  the  principles  of  justice  and  morality  so  impressively  taoght 
and  exemplified  by  Jesns  of  Naiareth  to  eveiy  institution,  custom  and  law  of  men, 
however  sanctioned  by  authority  or  made  venerable  by  time. 

The  friends  of  Truth,  Purity  and  Progress,  however  named  or  nameless,  are 
cordially  invited  to  aid  us  by  their  presence  and  codperation. 

OuvKR  Johnson,  John  Aonew, 

Henrietta  W.  Johnson,  Eusebius  Barnabd, 

Joseph  A.  Duodale,  Fbilesa  Hbald, 

William  Barnabd,  Anna  R  Cox, 

Isaac  Mendenhall,  Pbibcilla  Gawthbof, 

James  C.  Jackson,  Peter  Wilson, 

JoeiAH  Wilson,  Henry  M.  SatiTH, 

Amelia  Jackson,  Agnes  Sanders, 

Allen  Agnew,  John  G.  Jackson, 

Thomas  Whitsok;  Mart  P.  Wilson, 

Thomas  Garbbtt,  Enoch  P.  Wickbrsham, 

James  W.  Gawthrop,  Samuel  Pennock, 

Susanna  P.  Chambers,  Dinah  Mendbnhaix, 

Mary  H.  Entriken,  Eliza  Agnew, 

Ruth  Duodale,  Lydia  Price, 
John  William  Cox. 

Joseph  A.  Dugdalb  remarked,  that  Progressive  Friends  hare  no 
system  of  dogmatic  theology,  and  no  sacred  books  which  they  receive 
as  authority,  but  that  they  accept  what  is  good  and  true,  wherever 
found.  He  then  read  the  following  appropriate  and  impressive  pas- 
sages from  the  Hindoo  Vedas,  from  the  works  of  Confucius,  the  Zend 
Avesta  of  the  Persians,  the  Koran,  and  the  Hebrew  and  Christian 
Scriptures. 

FROM  THE  VEDAS  OF  THE  HINDOOS. 

There  is  one  living  and  true  God ;  everlasting,  without  parts  or  passion ;  of 
infinite  power,  wisdom,  and  goodness,  the  Maker  and  Preserver  of  all  things. 

The  vulgar  look  for  their  gods  in  water ;  the  ignorant  think  they  reside  in  wood, 
bricks,  and  stones ;  men  of  more  extended  knowledge  seek  them  in  celestial  orbe; 
but  wise  men  worship  the  Universal  SouL 

There  is  nothing  desirable  except  the  science  of  God.  Out  of  this  there  is  no 
tranquillity  and  no  freedom. 

The  sacrifice  of  a  thousand  horses  has  been  put  in  the  balance  with  one  tme 
word,  and  the  one  true  word  weighed  down  the  thousand  sacrifices. 

No  virtue  suipasses  that  of  veracity.  It  is  by  truth  alone  that  men  attain  to 
the  highest  mansions  of  blisa  Men  faithless  to  the  truth,  however  much  they  may 
seek  supreme  happiness,  will  not  obtain  it,  even  though  they  oflfer  a  thousand  sac- 
rifices. There  are  two  roads  which  conduct  to  perfect  virtue  ;  to  be  true,  and  to 
do  no  evil  to  any  creature. 
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FROM  THE  WORKS  OF  CONFUCIUS. 

The  firmament  is  the  most  glorious  work  produced  by  the  Great  First  Cause. 

What  is  called  reason  is  properly  an  attribute  of  Tien,  the  Supreme  God.  The 
light  which  he  communicates  to  men  is  a  participation  of  this  reason.  What  is 
called  reason  in  Tien  is  yirtue  in  man,  and  when  reduced  to  practice  is  called 
justice. 

To  think  that  we  have  virtue,  is  to  have  very  little  of  it.  Wisdom  consists  in 
being  very  humble,  as  if  we  were  incapable  of  any  thing,  yet  ardent,  as  if  we  could 
do  all. 

When  thou  art  in  the  secret  places  of  thy  house,  do  not  say,  none  sees  me,  for 
there  is  an  Intelligent  Spirit  who  seeth  all.  The  Supreme  pierces  into  the  recesses 
of  the  heart,  as  light  penetrates  into  a  dark  room.  We  must  endeavor  to  be  in 
harmony  with  his  light,  like  a  musical  instrument  perfectly  attuned. 

Mankind,  overwhelmed  with  afflictions,  seem  to  doubt  of  Providence,  but  when 
the  hour  of  executing  His  decrees  shall  come,  none  can  resist  Him.  He  will  then 
show  that  when  He  punished  he  was  just  and  good)  and  that  He  was  never  actuated 
by  vengeance  or  hatred. 

How  vast  is  the  power  of  spirits  !  An  ocean  of  invisible  Intelligences  surround 
us  everywhere.  If  you  look  for  them,  you  cannot  see  them.  If  you  listen,  you  can- 
not hear  them.  Identified  with  the  substance  of  all  things,  they  cannot  be  sep- 
arated from  it. 

He  who  knows  right  principles  is  not  equal  to  him  who  loves  them. 

FROM  THE  ZEND  AVESTA  OF  THE  PERSIANS. 

Treat  old  age  with  reverence  and  tenderness. 

To  reftise  hospitality,  and  not  succor  the  poor,  are  sins. 

The  heavens  are  a  point  from  the  pen  of  God's  perfection.  The  world  is  a  bud 
from  the  bower  of  His  beauty.  The  sun  is  a  spark  from  the  light  of  His  wisdom, 
and  the  sky  is  a  bubble  on  the  sea  of  His  power.  His  beauty  is  free  from  a  spot  of 
■in,  hidden  in  a  thick  veil  of  darkness.  He  made  mirrors  of  the  atoms  of  the 
world,  and  threw  the  reflection  from  His  own  face  on  every  atom. 

FROM  THE  KORAN. 

One  hour  of  equity  is  better  than  seventy  years  of  devotion. 

God  hath  commanded  that  ye  worship  no  one  beside  Him. 

God  is  the  light  of  the  heavens  and  the  earth.  His  wisdom  is  a  light  on  the 
wall^  in  which  bums  a  lamp  covered  with  glass ;  the  glass  shines  like  a  star;  the 
lamp  is  lit  with  the  oil  of  a  blessed  tree — no  eastern,  no  western  oil — it  bums  for 
whoever  seeks  light. 

FROM  THE  JEWISH  SCRIPTURES. 

Learn  to  do  weU.  Seek  judgment,  relieve  the  oppressed ;  judge  the  fatherless ; 
plead  for  the  widow. 

The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  me ;  because  the  Lord  hath  anointed  me  to 
preach  good  tidings  unto  the  meek  :  he  hath  sent  me  to  bind  up  ihe  broken  heart- 
ed, to  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captives,  and  the  opening  of  the  prison  to  them  that 
are  hound. 
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Create  in  me  a  clean  heart,  O  God,  and  renew  a  right  tffhit  within  me. 

The  trees  of  the  Lord  are  tnll  of  sap  :  the  cedars  of  Lehanon  which  he  hath 
planted. 

0  Lord,  how  manifold  are  thy  works !  in  wisdom  hast  thou  made  them  all; 
the  earth  is  full  of  thy  riches. 

FROM  THE  CHRISTL^N  SCRIPTURES. 

Thon  ahalt  lore  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  aU  thy  soul,  and 
with  all  thy  mind.    This  is  the  first  and  great  commandment. 

And  the  second  is  like  nnto  it,  Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbor  as  thyselfl 

Whatsoever  ye  would  that  men  should  do  unto  yon,  do  ye  even  so  nnto  them. 

And  there  was  strife  among  them,  which  of  them  should  be  accounted  the  great- 
est, and  he  (Jesus)  said  unto  them : 

The  kings  of  the  Gentiles  exercise  lordship  over  them ;  and  they  that  exerdse 
lordship  over  them  are  called  Beoefaotors. 

But  ye  shall  not  be  so :  but  |;^e  that  is  greatest  among  you,  let  him  be  as  the 
younger^  and  he  that  is  chief  as  he  that  doth  serve. 

And  they  brought  young  children  to  him,  that  he  should  touch  them :  and  his 
disciples  rebuked  those  that  brought  them. 

But  when  Jesus  saw  it  he  was  much  displeased,  and  said  nnto  them,  Sii£fer 
little  children  to  come  unto  me,  and  forbid  them  not ;  for  of  such  is  the  kingdom 
of  God. 

Verily  I  say  unto  you,  whosoever  shall  not  receive  the  kingdom  of  God  as  a 
little  child,  he  shall  not  enter  therein. 

And  he  took  them  up  in  his  arms,  put  his  hands  upon  them  and  blessed  them. 

Theodore  Parker  then  offered  a  very  impressive  prayer,  after 
which  he  proceeded  to  deliver  a  discourse  "  Of  the  Progressive  De- 
velopment of  the  Conception  of  God  in  the  Books  of  the  Bible,"  which 
commanded  the  fixed  and  earnest  attention  of  the  whole  assembly. 
The  discourse  will  be  found  in  another  part  of  this  pamphlet. 

The  multitude  outside  the  house  was  addressed  by  Charles  C. 

BURLEIQH. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

WiLiAM  Barnard,  John  G.  Jackson,  Isaac  Mbndenhall,  Susan- 
na P.  Chambers,  Ruth  Dugdale,  Elizabeth  Coatbs,  and  Sallix 
W.  Coatbs,  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  nominate  Clerks  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

Josiah  Wilson,  Isaac  S.  Flint,  Thomas  Garrett,  Thomas  Ham- 
BLSTON,  Edward  Webb,  Sidney  Peircb  Curtis,  Dinah  Mbndenhall 
and  Susan  F.  Peircb,  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  settle  with  the 
Treasurer,  report  the  state  of  the  finances,  and  nominate  a  Treasurer 
for  the  ensuing  year. ' 
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The  following  persons  were  appointed  a  Oomtnittee,  to  prepare 
Testimonies  on  yarions  subjects  of  Beform,  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Meeting,  yiz :  Charles  C.  Burleigh,  Simon  Barnard,  Alfred 
H.  Lots,  Henry  M.  Smith,  Mart  Chacb,  Oliver  Johnson,  Isaac 
Meredith,  Dinah  Mendenhall,,  Mary  L.  Barnard,  Henrietta  W. 
Johnson,  Buth  Bugdale,  Sidney  Peiroe  Curtis,  Sarah  H.  Hal- 
lock,  Edwin  H.  Coates,  Bobert  Henry  Lamborn,  Graceanna 
Lewis,  Mary  L.  Barnard,  Sarah  Gibson,  William  Merritt,  Simp- 
son Preston,  William  H.  Snowdon,  Susan  F.  Peiroe,  Joseph  A. 
DuGDALE,  Baghbl  Townsbnd,  William  Lloyd,  Deborah  Pennook, 
William  Barnard,  Andrew  J.  Davis,  Mary  F.  Davis. 

The  following  persons  were  appointed  a  Committee  on  Corres- 
pondence, viz :  Joseph  A.  Dugdalb,  Henrietta  W.  Johnson,  Eliz- 
abeth Jackson,  Josiah  Wilson,  Mary  P.  Thorn,  Allen  Agnew, 
Mary  F.  Smith,  Chandler  Darlington,  Phbbe  Preston,  Bobert 
Lamborn. 

Theodore  Parker  then  delivered  an  impressive  discourse  '^  Of 
the  Eoclesiastioal  Conception  of  God,  and  its  Belation  to  the  Scien- 
tific and  Beli^ons  Wants  of  the  Age."  This  discourse  will  be  found 
in  another  part  of  this  pamphlet. 

The  multitude  outside  the  house,  which  had  greatly  increased 
since  the  morning  session,  was  addressed  by  Charles  C.  Burleigh, 
Eusbbius  Barnard,  Edwin  H.  Coates,  Josiah  Bond,  and  Amos  Gil- 
bert. The  orderly  deportment  of  the  people,  and  the  close  attention 
paid  to  the  remarks  of  the  speakers,  evinced  a  hearty  interest  in  the 
principles  and  purposes  of  Progressive  Friends. 

SECOND  DAY— MOBNING  SESSION. 

Joseph  A.  Dugdale  read,  as  peculiarly  appropriate  to  the  occa- 
sion, the  following  poem;  at  the  same  time  expressing  his  regret 
that  it  could  not  be  sung. 

A  HYMN  OF  THE  BATTLE. 

BT  TBOIUB  h,   HARBI8. 

Can  ye  lengthen  the  honn  of  the  dying  Night, 

Or  chain  the  wings  of  the  Morning  Light  ? 

Can  ye  seal  the  wings  of  the  Ocean  deep, 

Or  hind  the  Thunders  in  silent  sleep  ? 
The  Snn  that  rises,  the  Seas  diat  flow, 
The  Thunders  of  Heayen,  all  answer,  "  No !  ** 
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Can  ye  drive  young  Spring  fVom  the  blossomed  earth  ? 

The  Earthquake  still  in  its  awful  birth  ? 

Will  the  hand  on  Time's  dial  backward  flee, 

Or  the  pulse  of  the  Universe  pause  for  thee  ? 
The  shaken  Mountains,  the  Flowers  that  blow, 
The  pulse  of  the  Universe,  answer,  **  No !  ** 

Can  ye  bum  a  Truth  in  the  Martyr's  fire, 
Or  chain  a  Thought  in  the  dungeon  dire ; 
Or  slay  the  Soul,  when  it  soars  away 
In  glorious  life  from  the  mouldering  clay? 
The  Truth  that  liveth,  the  Thoughts  that  go. 
The  Spirit  ascending,  all  answer,  "  No  I  *' 

Oh,  Priest !  Oh,  Despot  I  your  doom  they  speak : 

For  God  is  mighty  as  ye  are  weak. 

Yoiur  Night  and  Winter  from  earth  must  roll ; 

Your  chains  must  melt  from  the  limb  and  soul. 
Ye  have  wrought  us  wrong,  ye  have  wrought  ns 
Shall  ye  triumph  longer  ?  we  answer,  "  No  I " 

Ye  have  builded  your  temples,  with  gems  impearied, 
On  the  broken  heart  of  a  famished  world ; 
Ye  have  crushed  its  heroes  in  desert  graves, 
Ye  have  made  its  children  a  race  of  slaves : 

O'er  the  Future  Age  shall  the  ruin  go  ? 

Wo  gather  against  thee,  and  answer,  "  No ! " 
I 
Ye  laugh  in  scorn  from  your  shrines  and  towers, 
But  weak  are  ye,  for  the  truth  is  ours. 
In  arms,  in  gold,  and  in  pride  ye  move. 
But  we  are  stronger;  our  strength  is  love. 

Slay  Truth  and  Love  with  a  curse  and  blow  ? 

The  beautiful  Heavens  I  they  answer,  **  No ! " 

The  Wbter  Night  of  the  world  is  past; 

The  Day  of  Humanity  dawns  at  last ; 

The  veil  is  rent  from  thd  Soul's  calm  eyes^ 

And  Prophets  and  Heroes  and  Seers  arise ; 
Their  words  and  deeds  like  the  thunders  go : 
Can  ye  stifle  their  voioes?  they  answer,  **  No ! " 

It  is  God  who  speaks  in  their  words  of  might ! 
It  is  God  who  acts  in  their  deeds  of  right  I 
Lo  I  Eden  waits  like  a  radiant  bride — 
Humanity  springoth  elate  to  her  side : 

Can  ye  sever  the  twain  who  to  Oneness  flow  ? 

The  voice  of  Divinity  answers,  '*  No ! " 
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John  G.  Jackson,  from  the  Committee  od  the  nomination  of 
Clerks,  submitted  a  report,  recommending  the  appointment  of 
Joseph  A.  Dugdale,  Oliver  Johnson,  and  Sidney  Psircb  Curtis. 
The  recommendation  was  approved,  and  they  were  appointed  ac- 
cordingly. 

Epistles  were  reoeived  from  the  Waterloo  (N.  Y.),  North  Col- 
lins (N.  Y.)}  and  Michigan  Yearly  Meetings  of  Friends  of  Human 
Progress,  and  from  a  Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends,  lately  held  at 
Wayne,  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio.  The  spirit  of  these  communica- 
tions, and  the  noble  sentiments  they  conveyed,  made  them  peculiarly 
welcome.  They  also  afforded  cheering  evidence  of  the  progress  of  the 
cause  in  which  we  are  engaged. 

From  the  Ohio  Yearly  Meeting  no  communication  was  received. 

A  letter  from  M.  E.  Goddard,  of  South  Reading,  Vt.,  was  read, 
enclosing  a  Call  for  a  Convention  of  Friends  of  Human  Progress,  to  be 
held  at  Rutland,  in  the  same  State,  on  the  25th,  26th,  and  27th  of  Sixth 
month,  1858.  This  Call,  signed  by  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
men  and  women,  was  addressed  to  ^^  all  philanthropists  and  reformr 
ers,  in  and  out  of  the  State;"  to  "  friends  of  free  thought,"  "  men  of 
all  religious  creeds,  and  men  of  no  creed,"  earnestly  inviting  them  to 
come  and  "  take  counsel  together  on  thereat  topics  of  reform."  The 
letter  and  Call  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Correspondence, 
with  instructions  to  prepare  a  suitable  communication  to  be  sent  to 
the  Convention  in  behalf  of  this  body. 

Letters  of  a  cheering  charijeter  were  also  received  from  the  fol- 
lowing persons,  viz : — 

Charles  K.  Whipple,  Thomas  W.  Hioginson, 

Samuel  Mat,  jr.  James  Freeman  Clarke, 

Thomas  J.  Mumvord,  William  H.  Fish, 

Joshua  R.  Giddings,  Aaron  M.  Powell, 

David  Prince,  Henry  Charles, 

WiLLL\M  Lloyd  Garrison,  Pliny  Smith, 

Charles  D.  B.  Mills,  Jemima  Webster. 

Cheered  by  the  noble  sentiments,  and  grateful  for  the  admoni- 
tions conveyed  in  these  letters,  the  Meeting  directed  the  Clerks  to 
send  to  each  of  the  writers  a  copy  of  our  proceedings.  The  letters 
were  referred  to  the  Revising  Committee,  to  be  published  in  full  or 
in  part,  as  they  may  deem  best. 

Theodore  Pabkbr  then  delivered  a  discourse  "  Of  the  Natural 
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or  Fhilosophioal  Idea  of  God,  and  its  Belation  to  the  Scientific  and 
Religious  Wants  of  the  Age."  This  disconrse  will  be  found  in 
another  part  of  this  pamphlet 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

Edward  Webb,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  presented  a 
Report,  showing  the  whole  amount  received  in  the  past  year  from 
contributions  and  sales  of  pamphlets  to  be  |253  23 ;  the  expendi- 
tures $246  29;  balance  in  the  treasury  $6  94.  The  Committee 
recommended  the  appointment  of  Isaac  Mendbnhall  as  Treasurer 
for  the  ensuing  year,  and  he  was  appointed  accordingly.  The  Meet- 
ing then  proceeded  to  take  contributions  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
the  current  year.  The  amount  of  payments  and  subscriptions  was 
$284  06 

Theodore  Parker  then  delivered  a  sublime  and  deeply-affecting 
discourse  "  Of  the  Soul's  Normal  Delight  in  the  Infinite  God." 
He  was  listened  to  with  heartfelt  pleasure  by  a  crowded  audience. 
The  discourse  is  printed  in  this  pamphlet. 

The  Committee  on  Education,  appointed  two  years  ago,  submit- 
ted the  following  Report,  which,  after  brief  remarks  by  Joseph  A. 
DuGDALB,  William  Barnard,  and  William  Lloyd,  was  accepted. 

REPORT  ON  EDUCATION. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  Education,  report : 
That  they  haye  been  unable  to  make  any  arrangements  for  the  organization 
of  a  Seminary  of  Learning ;  partly  in  consequence  of  the  general  derangement  of 
financial  affairs  during  the  past  year,  and  partly  from  a  dlTersity  of  opinion  ai  to 
the  most  feasible  plan. 

A  pait  of  the  Committee  were  in  favor  of  a  large  Institution,  embracing  the 
greatest  possible  yariety  of  studies.  Others  thought  it  would  be  better  to  establish 
a  School  for  instmction  in  the  English  branches  only,  with  especial  reference  to  the 
wants  of  common  life.  They  agreed  that  the  boarding  department  should  be  so 
arranged  as  to  preserre  the  family  relations  and  character,  sufficiently  to  secure 
the  pupils  from  those  immoral  influences  and  violations  of  physiological  laws^ 
whic^  so  fi:equently  undermine  the  moral  purity  and  the  physical  health  of  the 
students  in  our  Colleges  and  Universities. 

The  Committee  submit  the  subject  to  the  Yearly  Meeting,  as  one  of  the  most 
important  that  can  possibly  engage  its  attention. 
On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

H.  M.  Darunotox, 
Aaron  Mkndenhall, 
Alice  Jackson, 
JosiAH  Wilson. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


u 

X  The  Committee  appointed  last  year  '<  to  make  arrangements  for 
holding  meetings  in  different  places,  as  way  may  open,  to  advance  the 
Testimonies  of  this  Beligions  Society,  especially  those  in  relation  to 
Slavery  and  Intemperance,"  submitted  the  following  report : 

TO  THE  YEARLY  BIEETING. 

The  Committee  who  were  authorized  hy  the  Society  to  make  arrangements 
for  holding  meetings  in  various  localities,  to  advance  the  testimonies  of  Truth,  re- 
port; That  we  entered  very  soon  upon  the  duties  as^gned  us,  and  more  than 
realized  our  ezpeotadons  in  finding  the  way  open  for  our  reception.  A  considera- 
Ud  portion  of  the  meetings  appointed  hy  the  Committee  were  attended  bj  orer- 
flowing  numbers,  who  gave  us  kind  and  courteous  audience.  In  several  instances 
persons  of  other  religious  societies  participated  acceptably  in  the  services  of  the 
Conventions.  We  found  a  much  wider  field  for  service  than  we  were  able  to  oc- 
cupy. Many  invitations  were  received,  with  which  it  was  impracticable  for  us  to 
comply.  The  Committee  acknowledge  with  gratitude  that  the  little  service  they 
were  enabled  to  perform  and  the  opportunity  afforded  for  mingling  with  earnest 
and  sincere  minds  in  the  mutual  efibrt  for  the  promulgation  of  a  natural  and  anti- 
sectarian  religion,  has  at  least  tended  to  promote  our  own  spiritual  strength  and 
encouragement. 

The  Allowing  is  a  list  of  the  meetings,  held  by  us,  vis. : 

1st,  A  meeting  in  the  woods  near  Marshalton,  Chester  Co. 

2d.  In  Friends',  meeting-house  at  Oxford,  '*        " 

8d.  In  a  groVe  near  Christiana,  Lancaster  Co.,  Pa. 

4th.  A  series  of  four  meetings  in  the  city  of  Harrisburg^  one  of  them  in  the 
colored  people's  church,  at  their  request 

6th.  Two  in  the  Welsh  Church  at  Pearl  Bottom,  Lancaster  Co.,  Pa. 

6th.  Two  at  PhoenixviUe,  Chester  Co. 

7th.  A  series  of  four  in  Newtown,  Bucks  Co.,  in  which  they  ad<^ted  an  Expo- 
sition of  Sentiments,  and  appointed  a  Committee  to  call  future  meetings. 

8th.  One  in  the  Free  meeting-house  at  East  Britain. 

9th.  Two  in  the  People's  Hall  at  Eastland,  Lancaster  Co. 

10th.  One  at  Pleasant  Grove  flail. 

11th.  One  at  Slate  Ridge,  Maryland. 

12th.  One  at  Orange,  New  Jersey. 

In  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

William  Babnabd, 
Dinah  Mendenhall, 

WiLLLAM  LlOTD, 

EsTHRK  Hates. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  Committee  were  discharged. 

Edwin  H.  Ooates  proposed  the  appointment  of  a  new  Committee 
to  promote  the  same  objects  during  the  ensuing  year.  After  re- 
marks by  Edwin  H.  Coatbs,  Alfbbd  H.  Love,  William  Babnabd, 
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JosiAu  Bond,  Nathaniel  Brown,  Chandler  Darlington,  Caleb 
Jackson,  Thomas  Curtis,  J.  A.  Dugdale,  Thomas  Hamblbton, 
Reuben  Webb,  Oliver  Johnson,  Eusebius  Barnard,  Agnis  Cook, 
Rebecca  Fusskll,  and  Edward  Webb,  the  Meeting  voted  to  appoint 
a  Committee  to  hold  meetings,  as  way  may  open,  to  promote  the  anti- 
sectarian  and  reformatory  principles  of  this  Yearly  Meeting,  as  set 
forth  in  its  Exposition  of  Sentiments.  Thomas  Garrett,  Edwin  H. 
Coates,  Sarah  H.  Hallock,  Elizabeth  T.  Atkinson,  Rachel 
Townsend,  Henrietta  W.  Johnson,  Isaac  Mendenhall,  Lukkns 
PsiRCE,  John  G.  Jackson,  Thomas  H.  Hopkins,  and  Agnbs  Cook 
were  requested  to  nominate  a  suitable  Committee  to  carry  out  diis 
object. 

The  Meeting  was  informed  that  an  association  in  Philadelphia, 
calling  itself  "  Congregational  Friends  of  Truth,''  had  appointed 
Thomas  Curtis  and  H.  B.  Odiorne  its-  representatives  to  visit  this 
body. 

THIRD  DAY— MORNING  SESSION. 

The  Committee  appointed  for  the  purpose  reported  forms  of 
Testimony  on  various  subjects,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Meetmg. 
The  Testimony  against  Slavery  was  read  and  adopted. 

The  Testimony  against  Caste  was  next  considered.  After  an 
animated  discussion,  in  which  Chandler  Darlington,  Caleb  Jack- 
son, William  Barnard,  Thomas  Hamblston,  Oliver  Johnson, 
Thomas  Borton,  Eli  Hambleton,  Thomas  Curtis,  Jacob  L.  Pax- 
son,  Edward  Webb,  Alice  Eliza  Hambleton,  Mary  F.  Davis,  Eli 
Logan,  Rebecca  Fussell,  J.  A.  Dugdale,  John  Wilson,  Sidnkt 
Peirce  Curtis,  Amos  Gilbert,  Dr.  B.  Fussell,  Edwin  H.  Coates, 
Stephen  Taylor,  John  G.  Jackson,  Charles  Hambleton,  Willloi 
Chace,  and  Eusebius  Barnard  took  part,  it  was  amended  and 
adopted. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

Andrew  Jackson  Davis  spoke  at  eonsiderable  length  upon 
"  The  Fraternity  of  Ideas,"  commanding  the  fixed  attention  of  a 
crowded  auditory. 

The  Testimony  in  favor  of  the  Cofiquality  of  Woman  was  next 
taken  up.  Mary  F.  Davis  read  an  able  discourse  upon  the  Political 
and  Legal  Disabilities  of  Woman,  after  which  the  Testimony  was 
adopted. 
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FOURTH  DAY— MORNING  SESSION. 

Altrbd  H.  Love,  of  Philadelphia,  read  an  original  poem,  as 
follows : 

"LET   THERE  BE   LIGHT!" 

When  out  of  chaos,  vast  and  wild, 
Creation  burst — God's  wondrous  child — 
Deep  darkness  reigned  throughout  the  land. 
Till  forth  there  came  the  glad  command — 

Let  there  be  Light  I 
Then  fled  the  veil  of  gloom  away. 
And  with  the  flush  of  jouth  came  day ; 
And  from  the  bright  son  hung  on  high, 
The  joyous  mandate  seemed  to  fly — 
Let  there  be  Light  I 
And  when  his  daily  smiles  were  o'er. 
No  darkness  blinded  as  before ; 
O'er  eastern  hills  the  silv'ry  moon 
Replaced  the  golden  car  of  noon — 

Let  there  be  Liffht  I 
The  new-made  stars,  the  planets  all,       i 
Came  twinkling — twinkling  at  the  caU ; 
And  with  their  laughing  eyes  replied, 
With  hopeful  beaming  far  and  wide — 

Let  there  be  Light  I 
And  now,  as  then,  with  power  divine, 
These  orbs  of  Heaven  brightly  shine ; 
From  God  proclaiming  o'er  the  land, 
For  some  wise  cause,  that  same  command — 

Let  there  be  Light  I 
Oh,  man !  take  heed,  this  language  lives 
In  every  thing  creation  gives ; 
No  life  so  poor,  so  mean,  so  small, 
But  what  the  mind  may  read  in  all — 

Let  there  be  Light  I 
There's  not  a  dew-drop  gems  the  mom, 
No  floweret  in  the  wild-wood  bom, 
But  what,  examined,  will  unfold 
Some  truth  perchance  till  then  untold — 

Let  there  be  Light ! 
In  every  sphere  of  life  we  move. 
In  every  thing  we  meet  or  love ; 
From  break  of  day  till  midnight  hour. 
There's  something  breathes  that  ruling  power — 

Let  there  be  Light ! 
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How  Ml  the  blessings  flow  from  Heaven, 
For  man's  improvement  kindly  given ; 
We  see,  we  heai^  we  feel  them  all, 
Yet  seldom  heed  that  gentle  call, 

Let  there  be  Li^t  I 

Too  oft  contented  so  to  live, 
Receiving  all,  jet  naught  to  give ; 
Whiling  away  a  world  of  bliss, 
And  of  that  mandate  too  remiss — 
Let  there  be  Light ! 

Above,  aroxmd,  beneath  we  find. 
Myriads  of  lights  to  guide  the  mind ; 
And  deep  within  the  heart's  recess, 
A  sweet  low  whisper  asks  to  bleas — 
Let  there  be  Light  t 

Lamp  of  the  soul !  a  light  divine — 
Well  trimmed  with  love,  shall  tmly  shine ; 
Revere  its  teachings,  gnard  the  flame, 
And  then,  as  Heaven's  orbs  proclaim— 
There  will  be  Light  I 

Light  for  the  Cfi{>tive !  light  for  the  free ! 
For  all  the  world  tme  liberty ; 
Mad  war  and  angry  strife  shall  cease. 
And  every  fireside  glow  with  peace- 
Let  there  be  Light  I 

That  tyranny  may  lose  command. 
That  sUvery  shall  not  corse  the  land ; 
Reform  and  justice  e'er  accord, 
In  joyous  greeting  with  the  word — 
Let  there  be  Light  I 

T  will  give  us  progress,  love  and  truth. 
Ennoble  age,  inspire  the  you& ; 
From  mountain-top,  to  valley  deep, 
Like  suns  that  blaze  and  stars  that  peep- 
There  will  be  Light  I 

An  able  and  lucid  paper  on  Public  Worship,  forwarded  to  the 
Meeting  by  Ohables  K.  Whipple,  of  Boston,  was  read,  and  listened 
to  with  deep  interest.  After  remarks  by  Caleb  Jackson,  Chandlbb 
Darlington,  Eusebius  Barnard,  Oliver  Johnson,  William  Bar- 
nard, Thomas  Curtis,  and  William  Chaos,  it  was  referred  to  the 
Bevising  Committee,  to  be  published,  if  practicable. 

The  Meeting  proceeded  to  consider  the  Testimonies  reported  from 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  tC 


15 

the  Committee  on  that  sabjeot,  taking  first  that  against  War.  After 
a  very  spirited  discussion,  in  which  Chandler  Darlington,  John  G. 
Jackson,  Thomas  Worrbll,  James  C.  J^ackson,  Thomas  Curtis, 
Dr.  B.  Fussell,  Stephen  Taylor,  William  Chaob,  Rebecca  Fus- 
8ELL,  Lewis  Marshall,  Josiah  Wilson,  John  Yalhntinb,  William 
Barnard,  Esther  Hayes,  John  G.  Jackson,  Simpson  Preston, 
Thomas  Garrett,  Oliter  Johnson,  Edward  Webb,  Alfred  H. 
Lots,  Aqnes  Cook,  Joseph  A.  Duqdale,  Caleb  Jackson,  and  Sarah 
T.  Pearson  took  part,  it  was  adopted. 

The  Testimony  on  the  Treat^ment  of  Criminals  was  adopted. 

The  Testimony  on  Temperance,  after  remarks  by  Caleb  Jack- 
son, EusEBius  Barnard,  Thomas  Curtis,  Edward  Webb,  Dr.  B. 
Fussell,  and  Euth  Dugdale,  was  adopted. 

The  Testimony  against  Tobacco,  and  that  on  the  subject  of  Edu- 
ijation,  were  adopted. 

The  Testimony  in  relation  to  "  The  Great  Revival "  was  next 
taken  up.  After  remarks  by  Caleb  Jackson,  Chandler  Darling- 
ton, Oliver  Johnson,  Thomas  Curtis,  William  Lloyd,  William 
Chace,  Reuben  Webb,  Catharine  H.  Deuel,  Eusebius  Barnard, 
Thomas  Worrell,  Agnes  Cook,  Edward  Webb,  John  G.  Jackson, 
Esther  Hayes,  Rebecca  Fussell,  Alfred  H.  Love,  and  Simon 
Barnard,  it  was  adopted. 

The  Testimony  against  Sectarianism,  after  rem^fks  by  John  G. 
Jackson  and  Oliver  Johnson,  was  adopted. 

The  Friends  appointed  on  Second  day  to  nominate  a  suitable 
Committee  to  labor,  during  the  ensuing  year,  in  holding  meetings,  as 
way  may  open,  to  promote  the  anti-sectarian  and  reformatory  princi- 
ples of  this  Yearly  Meeting,  recommended  the  appointment  of  the 
following  persons,  and  they  were  appointed  accordingly : 

WiLUAtf  Babnard, Marlboro,  Chester  Co.,  Pa. 

EusEBiirs  Barkard, Parkerville,  Chester  Co.,  Pa. 

Dinah  Mendehhall, Hamorton,  Chester  Co.,  Pa. 

IssAc  Mkni>ekhali^ Hamorton,  Chester  Co.,  Pa. 

Joseph  A.  DuodaIaB, Hamorton,  Chester  Co.,  Pa. 

Elijah  F.  PEHmrpACKER, Phenixville,  Chester  Co.,  Pa. 

GRACEAKifA  Lewis, Kimberton,  Chester  Co.,  Pa. 

Dr.  Bartholomew  Fussell,... Kimberton,  Chester  Co.,  Pa. 

Simon  Barnard, West  Chester,  Chester  Co.,  Pa. 

William  Shields, West  Chester,  Chester  Co.,  Pa. 

Alfred  H.  Love, Philadelphia,  Pa. 
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Thomas  Curtw, Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Sidney  Pribce  Cdrtm, Philadelphia,  Pa. 

JosiAH  Bond, Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Mary  Swkknky, Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Nathaniel  Brown,.... Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Francis  Parker, Philadelphia,  Pa. 

WnxiAM  Ingram, Philadelphia,  Pa. 

William  Logan  Fuhbr, GermaDtown,  Pa. 

Edward  Roberts, Lower  Merion,  Philadelphia  Co.,  Pa. 

Thomas  Hopkins, Perkiomen,  Montgomery  Co.,  Pa. 

Abraham  Hunsicker, Perkiomen,  Montgomery  Co.,  Pa. 

Wiluam  Lloyd, Newtown,  Bucks  Co.,  Pa. 

.  Mahlon  B.  Linton, Newtown,  Bncks  Co.,  Pa. 

Wiluam  Morrow, Newtown,  Bucks  Co.,  Pa. 

Agnes  Sanders, Harrisburg,  Pa. 

TuoBfAs  Whitson, Christiana,  Lancaster  Co.,  Pa. 

Thomas  Garrett, Wilmington,  Delaware. 

Edward  Webb, Wilmington,  Delaware. 

Isaac  S.  Flint, Wilmington,  Delaware. 

John  G.  Jackson, Wilmington,  Delaware. 

Edwin  H.  Coatbs, MnUica  Hill,  New  Jersey. 

Sarah  GibAon, Mullica  Hill,  New  Jersey. 

William  Snowdon, Mullica  Hill,  New  Jersey. 

John  W.  H aselton, Mullica  Hill,  New  Jersey. 

Rowland  Johnson, Orange,  New  Jersey. 

Henrietta  W.  Johnson, Orange,  New  Jersey. 

Benjamin  Rvlon, Swedesboro,  New  Jersey. 

Alexander  Black, Swedesboro,  New  Jersey. 

Philip  D.  Moore, Newark,  New  Jersey. 

Daniel  Collins, Atlantic  City,  New  Jersey. 

John  Jewitt, Harrisonville,  New  Jersey. 

Oliver  Johnson, 188  Nassan  Street,  New  York. 

Dr.  Robert  T.  Hallock, New  York. 

Henry  M.  Smith, New  York. 

Stephen  H.  Archer, Dobb's  Ferry,  Westchester  Co.,  New  York. 

John  C.  Ferguson, Pleasantville,  Westchester  Co.,  New  York. 

Sarah  H.  HalijOCK, Milton,  Ulster  Co.,  New  York. 

Wiluam  H.  Fish, Cortland,  Cortland  Co.,  New  York. 

Robert  Hillis, Mount  Union,  Stark  Co.,  Ohio. 

Ann  Shreve, Massilon,  Stark  Co.,  Ohio. 

Benjamin  S.  Jones, Salem,  Colimibiana  Co.,  Ohio. 

Josephine  S.  Gripping, Salem,  Columbiana  Co.,  Ohio. 

Agnes  Cook, Richmond,  Wayne  Co.,  Indiana. 

Robert  Underwood...... Richmond,  Wayne  Co.,  Indiana. 

Ann  Denton  Cridoe, Richmond,  Wayne  Co.,  Indiana. 

Thomas  Gray, , Camden,  Indiana. 

Hiram  Gregg, Camden,  Indiana. 
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Seih  HnrsHAw, Greensboro,  IndiaiUL 

Elobb  Smith, /. Dublin,  Indiana. 

Thomas  Huirr,.. Dublin,  Indiana. 

JoKAXHAN  Swathe, Cottage  Grove,  Indiana. 

Db.  Sumhxh  STEBBms, Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa. 

Jacob  T.  Stxezt, .Crescent  Cil^,  Pottowattomie  Co.,  Iowa. 

Alfred  H.  Loyb  and  William  Llotd  presented  papers  on  the 
sabject  of  Property  and  Land  Monopoly,  which,  afk;er  being  read, 
were  referred  to  a  Committee,  with  instructions  to  report  on  the  sub- 
ject  next  year.  The  Committee  are  Alfred  H.  Lotb,  William 
Lloyd,  Thomas  Garrbtt,  John  Wilson,  Jacob  L.  Paxson. 

The  Clerks  announced  that  they  had  requested  the  following 
friends  to  assist  in  reyising  and  publishing  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Meeting,  and  to  unite  with  them  in  issuing  the  Call  for  the  Meeting 
next  year,  viz :  Elizabeth  Jaokson,  Frank  Darlington,  Edward 
Webb,  Thomas  Garrett,  Priscilla  Gawthrop,  John  G.  Jackson, 
Mart  F.  Smith,  William  Barnard,  Alice  Jackson,  Simmons  Coates, 
Sarah  H.  Hallock,  Josiah  Jackson,  Hbnrt  M.  Smith,  Henrietta 
W.  Johnson,  Mart  P.  Wilsw,  Ltdla  Cox,  James  T.  Gawthrop, 
Bbbeoca  Fussbll,  Eliza  Aonew. 

Joseph  A.  Duodale,  from  the  Committee  of  Correspondence,  pre- 
Besskted  a  General  Epistle,  which  was  adopted  and  directed  to  be  signed 
by  the  Clerks,  and  forwarded  to  such  Meetings  as  are  known  to  be 
kindred  in  sentiment  and  purpose  to  this. 

Mart  F.  Davis  made  a  few  appropriate  and  touching  remarks, 
after  which  the  concluding  minute  was  read,  as  follows : 

We  close  our  Sixth  Annual  Convocation  under  a  deep  sense  of 
gratitude  to  the  Author  of  our  being,  for  the  opportunity  afforded  us 
of  being  onee  more  '^  of  one  accord  in  one  place,"  of  engaging  in  the 
discussion  of  great  practical  and  humanitary  questicms,  of  helping 
one  another  in  the  search  for  truth,  of  testifying  against  popular 
wickedness,  and  lifting  up  the  standard  of  reform,  and  of  cultivating 
among  ourselves  the  spirit  of  love  and  gpod-will;  and  we  separate 
with  renewed  confidence  in  the  anti-sectiuian  principles  of  our  Asso- 
ciation, a  more  lively  faith  in  their  ultimate  triumph,  and  a  firm  re- 
solve to  use  our  utmost  endeavors  to  advai^ce  the  cause  of  truth  and 

riirhteousness. 

JOSEPH  A.  DUGDALE,       ^ 

OLIVEE  JOHNSON,  i  Clerks. 

SIDNEY  PEIRCE  CURTIS, ) 
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EXPOSITION  OF  SENTIMENTS. 

ADOPTED     BY    THE    PENNSYLVANIA    YEARLY    MEETINO    OF 
PBOGBESSIVE    FRIENDS. 

To  the  Friends  of  Pure  and  Undefiled  Reltgum^  and  to  alt  Seekers  after 
Truth,  of  whatever  name  or  denomination^  the  Pennsylvania^  Yeadf 
Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends  sendeth  Greeting : 

Dear  Friends: — Having  been  led,  a&  we  trust,  throogh  obedienee 
to  the  revelations  of  troth,  to  fonn  a  Religious  Assooiatioa  tipoB  jmdr 
pies  always  too  little  regarded  and  often  trampled  under  foot  by  pio- 
fessing  Christians  and  popular  sects,  we  are  constrained  to  addren  yon 
in  explanation  of  our  leading  sentiments,  purposes,  plans,  and  hopei. 
If,  as  we  believe,  the  basis  of  our  organization,  and  tlie  arrangemenCB 
we  propose  for  the  culture  of  man's  reli^os  powers,  are  in  hannoay 
with  the  Divine  laws,  and  adapted  to  the  wants  of  humati  nature  and 
the  demands  of  tJie  present  age^  it  is  certainly  inoumbent  upon  us  (o 
diffiise  the  knowledge  tliereof  as  widely  as  possible;  and  ^  on  the 
other  hand,  ^  the  light  that  is  in  us  be  daifaiess,"  it  is  pnq>er  that  we 
should  invoke  your  earnest  efforts  to  redeem  us  (hMD  our  errors,  and 
turn  our  feet  into  the  highway  of  holiness  and  trcrth*  We,  therefon, 
ask  your  serious  and  unprejudiced  consideration  of  tlie  matters  piesentad 
in  this  Ezpositioii,  so  that,  whether  you  shall  accept  or  reject  our  ptopo- 
sitions,  your  conclusions  may  minister  to  your  ovm  peace  of  mind  wd 
growth  in  the  love  and  practice  of  the  truth. 

In  our  efforts  to  apply  the  principles  of  GhristiaDity  to  daily  liii) 
and  to  social  customs  and  institutions  which  we  deemed  suibveisife  of 
individual  and  national  morality,  as  well  as  in  confiict  with  l^e  kws  of 
God,  we  en4ountered  the  hostility  of  the  popular  sects,  to  one  or  an- 
other of  which  most  of  us  belonged,  and  to  which  we  were  bound  by 
ties  that  grew  with  our  growth  and  strengthened  with  our  strength. 
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Milling  with  the  chime  of  church  bells  and  with  the  tcmes  of  th€ 
preacher's  voice,  or  breaking  npon  the  stillnesB  of  our  reh'gions  assem- 
blies,  we  heard  the  clank  of  the  slave's  chain,  the  'groans  of  the  wound- 
ed and  dying  on  the  field  of  bloody  strife,  the  noise  of  dninken  reveby, 
the  sad  cry  of  the  widow  and  the  fatheriefis,  and  the  wail  of  homdess, 
despahring  poverty,  driven 

"By  fool  Oppression's  ruffian  glattcjiy 
Forth  from  life's  plenteous  feast ; " 

and  when,  in  obedience  to  the  voice  of  God,  speaking  through  the 
holiest  sympathies  and  purest  impulses  of  our  Godlike  humanity,  ve 
sought  to  arouse  our  countrymen  to  united  efforts  for  the  relief  of  human 
suffering,  the  removal  of  giant  wrongs,  the  suppression  of  foul  iniquities, 
we  found  the  Church,  in  spite  of  her  solemn  professions,  arrayed  against 
us,  blocking  up  the  path  of  reform  with  her  serried  ranks,  prostituting 
her  mighty  influence  to  the  support  of  wickedness  in  high  places, 
smiling  complacently  upon  the  naughty  oppressor,  "justifying  the 
wicked  for  a  reward,"  maligning  the  faithful  Abdiels  who  dared  to 
stand  up  for  the  truth  and  to  testify  against  popular  crimes — thus 
traitorously  upsetting  the  very  foundations  of  the  Religion  she  was 
sacredly  bound  to  support  and  exemplify,  and  doing  in  the  name  of 
Christ  deeds  at  which  humanity  shuddered,  obliterating  her  indignant ' 
blushes  only  with  the  tears  that  welled  up  fi-om  the  deeps  of  her  great, 
loving  heart 

For  a  time,  though  not  without  deep  mortification  and  discourage- 
ment, we  bore  this  appalling  delinquency,  thinking  in  our  short-sight- 
edness that  it  was  mainly  the  result  of  a  temporary  mistake,  and  not  of 
an  incurable  leprosy  tainting  the  whole  body.  In  the  "  patience  of 
hope  "  we  toiled  on,  seeking  to  reform  alike  the  Church  and  the  world, 
and  deeming  it  certain  that  the  former  would  speedily  abandon  her 
felse  and  sinful  position,  and  "  come  up  to  the  help  of  the. Lord  "  against 
the  hosts  of  unrighteousness  and  oppression.  Our  hopes  in  this  respect 
were  doomed  to  a  sad  and  bitter  disappointment  The  leaders  of  the 
Church,  instead  of  retracing  the  false  step  which  they  had  taken,  grew 
more  and  more  hostile  to  the  cause  of  Christian  Reform^  while  there  was 
not  found  in  the  body  enough  of  moral  principle  to  reject  their  counsels 
and  repudiate  their  impious  claims  to  a  Divine  warrant  for  their  crimi- 
nal apostacy.  Inflated  with  spiritual  pride,  and  claiming  to  be  the 
anointed  expounders  of  God's  will,  they  mocked  at  Philanthropy  as  no 
part  of  religion,  exalted  in  its  place  the  Dagon  of  man-made  Disciplines, 
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dtged  obedience  to  the  decidona  of  Yearly  Meetings  <m  Uh&  eodeA- 
astical  assemblies,  as  the  sum  of  human  obligation,  bade  us  stifle  the 
gushing  sjrmpathies  which  link  us  to  our  kind,  and  paasively  **  wait 
Gk>d's  time**  for  the  removal  of  the  evils  that  afllict  and  curse  our  race; 
as  if  God  had  not  revealed  his  purpose  of  doing  this  work  by  human 
instrumentality — as  if  there  were  times  when  deeds  of  charity  and 
mercy  are  offensive  in  His  sight — as  if  the  cry  of  suffering  Humanitv 
and  the  emotions  it  stirs  within  us  were  not  a  sufficient  revelation  of 
His  will,  and  we  were  bound  to  wait  in  listless  inactivity  for  some 
supernatural  or  miraculous  manifestation  of  His  authority  and  power ! 
Alas!  how  many  have  thus, waited,  until  at  last  the  spiritual  ear  has 
become  too  dull  and  heavy  to  vibrate  under  the  gentle  tones  of  the 
^  still,  small  voice,**  and  the  heart  so  hard  and  cold,  that  it  has  ceased 
to  beat  at  the  cry  of  mortal  woe  1  Superstition  has  woven  around  their 
souls  her  impenetrable  veil,  excluding  the  warm  sunlight  of  God's  pre- 
sence, paralyzing  their  moral  energies,  and  leaving  their  holiest  sympa- 
thies to  stagnate  for  lack  of  use ;  thus  unfitting  them  for  the  work 
the  good  Father  sets  before  them  in  common  with  all  His  children,  and 
defeating  the  great  end  and  purpose  of  their  earthly  life. 

When  we  refused  to  obey  the  mandate  of  our  ecclesiastical  rulers, 
choosing  to  hearken  to  the  voice  of  God  rather  than  unto  the  voice  of 
man,  we  found  our  worst  foes  in  our  own  religious  households ;  the  rod 
of  ecclesiastical  power  was  lifted  above  our  heads,  and  some  of  us  were 
made  to  understand  that  excommunication  was  the  price  to  be  paid  for 
the  exercise  of  that  liberty  which  Jesus  proclaimed  as  the  birthright  of 
his  disciples.  We  might  have  devoted  our  energies,  to  the  acquisition 
of  wealth,  and,  in  imitation  of  the  example  of  many  who  stood  high  in 
the  Church,  entered  into  close  relations  with  men  devoid  of  religious 
principle  in  the  pursuit  of  that  object,  and  no  voice  pf  censure  or  re- 
proof would  have  been  lifted  against  us ;  but  when  we  associated  with 
noble  men  and  women,  not  of  our  sect,  for  the  purpose  of  abolishing 
slavery,  war,  intemperance,  and  other  crying  abominations,  and  our 
zeal  for  humanity  made  us  indifferent  to  iiie  forms  of  the  Church, 
though  more  than  ever  alive  to  the  great  principles  she  had  so  long 
professed  to  believe  and  revere,  we  were  treated  as  offenders;  and  the 
strange  spectacle  was  witnessed  of  bodies,  claiming  to  be  God's  repre- 
sentatives on  earth,  excluding  from  their  pale,  men  and  women  of  blame- 
less lives  for  loving  peace,  purity  and  freedom  so  devotedly,  as  to  be 
willing  to  co-operate  with  all  whose  hearts  prompted  them  to  labor  for 
the  promotion  of  those  heavenly  virtues.    Thus  were  the  great  and  6n 
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nobli^g  principleB  of  our  common  Humanity  "inibordinated  to  sectarian 
shibboleths,  and  that  Divine  charity,  which  is  the  essence  of  the  God- 
like, and  the  sum  of  every  virtue  in  man,  narrowed  down  to  the  dimen* 
sions  of  a  particular  creed,  or  smothered  under  the  petty  limitations  of 
speculative  theology. 

Driven  thus  to  choose  between  our  loyally  to  sect  and  our  allegiance 
to  God,  and  feeling  still  the  need  of  some  outward  helps  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  religious  sentiment,  we  were  naturally  led  to  investigate 
the  whole  subject  of  religious  organization,  its  nature,  uses  and  sphere, 
and  the  source  and  extent  <^  its  powers.  The  result  of  our  inquiries  is 
a  clear  conviction,  that  Churches,  however  high  their  pretensions  of  au- 
thority derived  from  God,  are  only  human  organizations,  and  the  repos- 
itories of  only  such  powers  as  may  have  been  rightfully  conferred  upon 
them  by  the  individuals  of  whom  they  are  composed,  or  derived  from 
the  laws  of  our  social  nature.  It  is  time  that  this  truth,  so  long  ob- 
scured by  the  sorcery  of  priestcraft,  were  clearly  understood  and  boldly 
proclaimed.  Too  long  have  the  common  people  been  dehided  with  the 
idea  that  the  Church  holds  a  mysterious  orgaafdc  relation  to  the  Infi- 
nite,— a  relation  distinct  from  that  existing  between  the  soul  and  its 
Creator,  and  conferring  special  powers  and  prerogatives.  Perhaps  no 
error  has  done  more  than  this  to  debase  and  enslave  the  nund  of  man, 
to  fetter  his  godlike  powers,  and  make  him  the  ready  instrument  of 
superstition  and  priestcraft  It  is  the  most  vicious  element  of  Popery, 
from  which,  our  Protestant  sects  are  not  yet  delivered.  Our  religion, 
which  should  make  us  free  and  self-reliant,  willing  to  bend  the  knee  only 
to  God,  as  he  stands  revealed  to  our  own  consciousness,  withered  by  the 
touch  of  this  superstition,  becomes,  in  the  hands  of  ambitious  and  designing 
men,  the  instrument  of  our  degradation,  the  symbol  of  littleness,  n^eanness, 
bigotry  and  hypocrisy.  The  Romish  Church  sets  up  for  herself  a  daim  of 
absolute  infallibility,  and  the  various  Protestant  sects,  profesung  to  deride 
Ker  pretensions,  yet  tax  our  credulity  scarcely  less.  From  the  Episcopal 
Church,  with  her  imposing  ritual  and  elaborate  ceremom'als,  down  to  mod- 
em Quakerism,  with  its  professed  abjuration  of  all  forms,  its  rustic  garb 
and  look  of  ^  meek  simplicity,"  all  seem  deluded  with  the  idea  that  the 
Church,  being  made  after  a  Divine  pattern,  is  supematurally  preserved 
from  error.  Even  the  Quaker  regards  the  decision  of  his  Yearly  Meeting 
with  a  superstitious  reverence  scarcely  inferior  to  that  which  the  Catho- 
lic awards  to  the  decrees  of  the  Pope  and  the  Cardinals.  Do  his  rea- 
son and  common  sense  suggest  that  the  Yearly  Meeting  has  decided 
erroneously  or  unjustly,  he  banishes  the  thought  as  little  less  than  im- 
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pious,  becomes  silent  if  not  acquiescent,  and  mayhap  lays  his  reasoD 
and  common  sense  a  sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  the  Church.  Poor  man! 
let  him  be  once  feirly  convinced  that  ecclesiastical  bodies,  however  sa 
cred  their  professions,  however  worthy  of  esteem  within  their  Inti- 
mate sphere,  are  yet  only  human,  and  without  authority  to  bind  the 
conscience  even  of  the  humblest  of  God's  children,  and  he  will  no  longer 
dare  to  offer  such  a  sacrifice,  to  dishonor  his  Creator  by  debasing  his 
own  exalted  powers. 

It  would  be  easy  to  show  that  this  claim  of  supernatural  power,  on 
the  part  of  the  organized  Church,  is  at  war  with  the  whole  genius  and 
spirit  of  Christianity  as  exhibited  in  the  life  and  teachings  of  Jesua,  and 
without  warrant  in  the  writings  of  the  Apostles  and  primitive  Christians, 
as  well  as  subversive  of  individual  rights  and  responsibilities.  Jesus 
nowhere  indicated  an  intention  to  organize  a  Church  clothed  with  such 
power.  Indeed,  it  does  not  appear  from  his  recorded  words  that  he 
even  contemplated  any  organization  whatever  of  those  who  should  em- 
brace his  doctrines.  He  specified  no  such  work  as  incumbent  upon 
those  whom  he  sent  forth  as  witnesses  of  the  truth,  but  left  them  to 
adopt  such  instrumentalities  as  might  seem  to  them  adapted  to  promote 
the  object  of  their  mission.  The  Apostles  did  indeed  organize  Churches, 
but  they  difl  not  pretend  that  they  were  framed  after  a  Divinely  pre- 
scribed pattern,  still  less  that  they  were  clothed  with  a  supernatural 
power.  "  It  was  not,**  says  a  learned  writer,*  "  until  the  number  of  personal 
followers  of  Jesus  increased  by  thousands,  and  tkeneedof  some  organization 
began  to  he  felt,  that  any  thing  like  the  institution  of  a  distinct  and  perma- 
nent religious  society  appears  to  have  been  definitely  contemplated.  And 
then  nothing  more  was  done,  than  was  necessary  to  that  present  exigency. 
Thus  the  whole  institution  of  the  Church  at  Jerusalem  grew  up  by 
degrees,  a*  one  step  after  another  was  called  for  by  a  succession  ofdr- 
eumstances  altogether  peculiar^  A  religious  periodical  of  high  authority 
in  matters  of  ecclesiastical  history,  f  testified,  some  years  since,  as  fol- 
lows :  "  Men  have  clung  as  with  a  dying  grasp  to  a  few  shreds  of  an- 
cient tradition,  and  deemed  it  sacrilege  to  meddle  with  these  consecrated 
relics.  They  have  attached  a  peculiar  sacredness  to  their  own  constitu- 
tions, councils,  ordinances,  creeds  and  decisions,  as  if  they  rested  on 
Divine  right  and  apostolic  authority. . .  .The  beautiful  theories  of  Obnrch 
government,  devised  with  so  much  care  and  put  together  with  so  much 
skill  and  art,  have,  we  are  sure,  no  manner  of  resemblance  to   the 

*  Leonard  Bacon,  in  his  ''Manual  for  Young  ChuMh  Mombers." 
t  The  ChritUan  Spectator,  Sept,  1833.  , 
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OinraheB  mentioiied  in  the  Acts  and  ^istles.  The  primitiTe  Ciuj^ 
tiAQBi  could  they  come  am<mg  ub,  would  be  not  a  little  surprised  to  hear 
their  assemblies,  gathered  by  stealth  hi  worship,  with  or  without  par- 
ticular  standing  ofScers,  refinred  to  as  the  models  after  which  the  super* 
structure  of  denominational  Churchea  is  supposed  to  be  fashioned. 
Thej  were  «im}^e-hearted  mf n  and  women,  exposed  to  continual  perse- 
eution,  and  bound  t<^ether  in  Christian  love ;  forming  uid  modifying 
tiieir  regulations  exactly  as  wu  needed  ;  never  once  dreaming  that  thej 
or  their  successors  were  bound  to  a  single  system  by  some  great  code, 
provided  by  Divine  authority .  • .  .The  rea8<m  of  associating  together 
was,  to  further  this  great  end,  mutually  to  enliven  the  feelings  of  devo- 
tion,  strengthen  the  principles  of  piety,  and  aid  in,  and  urge  to,  the  dis- 
cbaige  of  duty.  • .  .Some  things  were  practised  in  some  Churches  ukd 
not  in  others  Some  officers  existed  in  one  and  not  in  another ;  some 
met  in  one  place  and  not  in  another ;  and  aU  had  a  right  U>  do  toheU- 
ever  might  be  conducive  to  the  general  goodj* 

We  have  dwelt  at  some  length  on  this  point,  because  we  deem  it  of 
fundamental  importance.  This  claim  of  organic  communion  with  God 
lies  at  the  root  of  many  evils  in  the  Churches  around  us,  and  hence  we 
desire  to  make  our  denial  of  its  validity  as  emphatic  as  possible.  We 
would  impress  upon  the  minds  of  all  whcHn  otur  voice  may  reach,  the 
truth,  that  there  is  no  mysterious  alchemy  whereby  a  company  of  men, 
mean  and  selfish  as  individuals,  are  transmuted  into  a  holy  body;  no  Divine 
afSatus  vouchsafed  to  them  in  the  n^iass,  superseding  the  necessity  of 
penonal  conformity  to  the  will  of  God.  Such  a  claim  is  the  acme  of 
superstition  and  imposture.  It  is  amazing  that  it  should  for  so  long  a 
period  have  deceived  and  befooled  the  nations  I  When  will  the  people 
learn  that  there  is  nothing  Divine,  nothing  too  sacred  for  investigation, 
in  the  artificial  arrangements  and  prescribed  formalities  of  sects  ?  Alas  t 
what  multitudes  join  the  popular  Churches,  submitting  to  their  rites  and 
paying  the  expenses  of  their  administration,  deluding  themselves  mean- 
while with  the  idea  that  they  are  thus  ensuring  their  eternal  salvation, 
even  though  their  daily  lives  are  defiled  by  sordid  and  debasing  acts, 
and  Ihey  scarcely  lift  a  finger  or  breathe  one  honest  aspiration  for  their 
own  or  the  w(»rld's  moral  improvement  I 

Our  inquiries  into  the  nature  and  uses  of  I^ligious  Organization 
have  also  brought  us  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  Churches  around  us  have 
made  a  vital  mistake  in  demanding  uniformity  of  belief  in  respect  to 
scholastic  theology,  ordinances,  rites  and  forms,  as  a  condition  of  reli- 
gious fellowship  and  the  basis  of  associated  effort    It  would  hardlv  be 
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poMiUe  to  exaggerate  the  evils  reeaHing  from  this  mistake.  It  has  lee 
the  Ohuroh  into  dissensions,  hypocrisy  and  all  uncharitablenees,  and  in* 
stead  of  promoting  a  manly,  vigorous  and  healthful  piety,  which  ever 
manifests  itself  in  works  of  practical  benevolence  and  would  make  her  a 
burning  and  a  shining  light  in  the  presence  of  surrounding  darkness,  it 
narrows  the  scope  of  her  vision,  dwarfs  thei  intellect,  smothers  the  heart, 
and  makes  her  the  purveyor  of  traditions  and  shams,  a  covert  for  mean- 
ess  and  treachery,  and  a  hiding-place  for  the  perpetrators  and  apolo^^ 
of  popular  wickedness.  It  reverses  the  arrangements  proposed  by  Jesus 
and  his  early  followers,  putting  that  first  which  should  be  last,  the  inci- 
dental in  place  of  the  primary,  the  temporary  in  place  of  the  eternal 
Jesus  enjoins  it  upon  his  hearers  to  ^  seek  first  the  kingdom  of  Qod  and 
His  righteauansss  ;  "  but  the  popular  Ohuroh  practically  teUs  us,  on  pain 
of  eternal  perdition,  to  seek  first  of  all  the  theology  of  that  kingdom,  as- 
suring  us,  with  impious  tongue,  that  if  we  only  master  that,  get  itB  dtf* 
ferent  parts  properly  arranged  and  labelled,  and  learn  to  believe  them, 
however  inconsistent  with  each  other,  and  contrary  to  our  reason  and 
common  sense,  the  righteaumess  may  safely  enough  be  left  to  take  care 
of  itself  I  Instead  of  requiring  as  the  evidence  of  our  piety  the  "fruits" 
demanded  in  the  Gospel  of  Jesus,  it  sneers  at  "  good  works  "  as  *•  car- 
nal ^  and  inefficacious,  bids  us  mind  our  catechisms,  disciplines  and  con 
fessions  of  faith ;  to  come  regulariy  to  its  assemblies,  and  worship  accord- 
ing to  its  prescribed  forms  1  It  is  no  wonder  that  politicians,  bent  upon 
schemes  of  selfish  aggrandizement,  mock  at  the  Higher  Law,  and  declare 
their  own  oppressive  statutes  a  finality,  when  the  Church  is  found  thub 
corrupt  and  apostate.  No  marvel  that  insatiate  Wealth  tramples  upon 
lowly  Poverty;  that  War's  "red  thunders"  reverberate  round  the  worid* 
that  Drunkenness  counts  its  victims  by  tens  of  thousands ;  that  Land 
Monopoly  grinds  humanity  in  the  dust;  that  Lust  is  doing  his  work  of 
defilement  and  shame  with  impunity ;  that  immortal  beings  are  driven 
to  their  daily  toil  under  the  lash,  and  even  sold  in  the  shambles,  when 
the  Church  proffers  absolution  for  such  crimes  upon  terms  so  easy  of 
fulfilment 

The  natural  counterpart  of  this  fiUse  and  superstitious  devotion  to 
creeds  and  forms  is  an  unnatural  sourness  and  melancholy — a  Pharisai- 
cal spirit,  which  frowns  upon  amusements  as  an  offence  to  God,  and 
which  would  cover  the  face  of  sodety  with  a  sanctunonious  ^oom  as 
repugnant  to  Religion  as  to  unperverted  human  nature,  llie  victims 
of  this  spirit  converse  about  religion,  not  in  manly  and  natural  tones, 
indicative  of  sincerity  and  earnestness,  but  in  a  whining,  canting  man* 
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Her,  as  if  it  were  a  burden  hard  to  be  borne,  but  whicb  thej  rdnctantJy 
consent  to  carry  daring  their  mortal  life,  as  the  only  means  of  eternal 
salvation  1  We  are  p^miaded  that  the  exhibitions  <k  this  spirit  on  the 
part  of  the  Church  have  produced  incalculable  mischief,  by  exciting  the 
prejodieee  of  the  young  against  oZ/  Religion  as  necessarily  of  an  ascetic 
character,  and  by  placing  amusements  beyond  the  pale  of  Christian  in 
Quenoe,  thus  making  them  liable  to  excesses  which  might  otherwise  be 
avoided.  The  Christian,  of  all  other  persons,  should  not  be  of  a  sad  eoun- 
toiance,  but  everchemful  and  hopeftil  in  his  demeanor,  making  the  very 
atmosf^ere  he  breathes  a  witness  of  the  serene  joy  that  dweDs  m  his 
heart  No  fiUse  idea  of  sandaty,  no  superstitious  or  fanatical  "  worry  " 
about  Ins  soul,  ^uld  he  ever  suffer  to  make  his  presence  distasteful  and 
unwelcome  to  the  young. 

We  cannot  undertake  to  particularize  all  the  errors  of  principle  and 
practice  in  the  popular  Churches,  which  our  investigations  have  revealed 
to  us ;  but  there  is  one  more  which  we  must  not  pass  in  silence.  We 
alhide  to  that  vicious  and  despotic  feature  in  the  organization  of  most 
of  them,  which,  beginning  in  the  subordination  of  the  individual  to  the 
k>cal  Church,  or  to  ESders,  Overseers,  or  other  officers  thereof,  ends  in 
the  subjection  of  local  bodies  to  some  larger  assembly  or  central  powet. 
There  are,  indeed,  some  Churches  which  have  attempted  to  abolish  this 
system,  but  they  are  still  too  much  bound  by  usage  to  practices  incon- 
sistent with  their  theories.  Experience,  as  weD  as  observation,  has 
taught  us  that  local  organizations  should  in  the  first  place  be  formed 
upon  principles  which  will  offer  the  best  possible  safeguard  to  the  equal 
rights  of  the  individual  members,  and  discourage  tyranny,  whether  of 
the  many  or  the  femr;  and,  in  the  next  place,  that  they  should  never 
allow  any  ot^er  body,  however  numerous  or  imposing,  to  exercise 
aodiority  over  Khem.  The  forms  of  Church  organization,  instead  of  being 
su<^  as  are  suggested  by  the  ideas  of  individual  freedom  and  responsi- 
bility which  pervade  the  teachings  of  Jesus,  would  seem  to  have  been 
borrowed  from  anti-Christian  and  despotic  systems  of  civil  government, 
whereof  force  is  the  vital  and  controlling  element  Under  such  forms, 
religious  tyranny,  always  difficult  of  repression,  is  sure  to  spring  up  into 
a  vigorous  life.  It  would  be  easy  to  illustrate  this  truth  by  a  reference 
to  ike  history  of  any  of  those  Churches  in  which  the  affiliated  and  sub- 
ordiaating  system  of  government  prevails,  but  the  experience  of  many 
of  our  number  naturally  leads  us  to  point  to  the  Society  of  Friends  as  a 
wanung  against  this  lamentable  evil.  The  setting  apart  of  ministers  aa 
a  distinct  order  of  persons,  and  for  Hfe ;  the  appointment  of  Elden  to  ait 
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in  judgUMiit  upon  the  services  of  the  Ministry,  and  to  determine  cffieiftUf^ 
what  IB  and  what  i^  not  inspiration ;  the  sul^ection  of  individual  libeitj 
to  official  dictation ;  the  subordination  of  Preparatire  to  Monthly,  ol 
Monthly  to  Quarterly,  of  Quarterly  to  Yearly  Meetings ;  all  this  afforda 
a  covert  for  de^tic  authority.  It  is  an  aitangement  whereby  the  few 
are  enabled  to  control  the  many,  and  to  oarry  into  suooeaiftil  openitioii 
their  plans  for  keeinng  the  Church  popular  with  the  world,  whHe  she  i^ 
trampling  upon  her  own  most  vital  principles,  and  obstinately  refusing 
to  do  the  work  for  which  she  was  originally  established.  It  aggravates, 
moreover,  all  the  other  evils  which  have  crept  into  the  body,  and  readen 
the  work  of  reform  extremely  difficult,  if  not  impossible. 

Bui  while  we  thus  earnestly  deny  the  claims  of  Religious  Atoooar 
tions  to  Divine  authority,  and  maintain  that  they  form  no  exception  to 
the  rule,  that  ^  institutions  are  made  for  man,  not  man  for  institutions,** 
and  while  we  would  fearlessly  expose  all  that  is  wrong  in  existing 
Churches,  we  do  not  therefore  repudiate  such  associations  as  necessarily 
evil.  Founded  upon  right  principles,  ac^usted  to  the  wants  of  our  social 
nature,  within  their  legitimate  sphere  as  the  servants  and  helpers,  not 
the  masters  of  the  soul,  as  a'  means  and  not  an  end,  we  esteem  them  oi 
great  importance.  It  is  only  when  they  int^rpoee  between  our  con- 
sciences and  God,  assuming  to  tell  us  authoritatively  how  much  and 
what  we  must  believe,  and  virtually  trampling  undw  foot  the  right  of 
private  judgment,  that  our  manhood  prompts  us  to  reject  theoL  The 
mistakes  which  men  have  made  in  their  efforts  to  realiae  the  benefits  of 
Religious  Association,  however  strange  and  even  pr^fko^erous  they  may 
appear  to  us  at  this  advanced  period  of  the  world's  history,  were  <Hily 
the  incidents  of  Humanity  imperfectly  informed  and  developed.  They 
should  not  therefore  discourage  us,  still  leas  lead  us  into  other  eiron  ai 
the  opposite  extreme.  Men  have  also  made  great  mistakes  in  science, 
and  in  things  pertaining  to  physical  life — ^in  astronomy,  chemistry,  and 
the  mechanic  arts,  and  even  in  agriculture;  and  it  would  be  no  more 
absurd  to  urge  these  mistakes  as  a  reason  for  abandoning  all  associated 
effort  in  such  matters,  than  it  would  be  to  allege  the  similar  blundera 
into  which  men  have  fallen  in  regard  to  Religion,  and  the  abuses  grow- 
ing out  of  them,  as  a  reason  why  we  should  resist  the  strong  impulse  of 
our  nature  which  prompts  us  to  oomUne  our  efforts  for  the  pnHnotion  of 
piety  and  good  morals.  Past  errors  and  present  imperfections,  instead 
of  affording  an  argument  against  organization,  are  only  iUustratiotts  ci 
it»  necessity,  as  a  means  whereby  the  strong  may  help  the  weak,  the 
highly  cultivated  soul  minister  to  i^e  edification  of  those  less  enlightoied. 
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and  fiodal  mfliienoe  beeome  tbe  aid  and  sapport  of  indiridiml  virtue. 
Beaven  do  not  more  nadurally  oombine  to  build  tkeir  habHatioB&,  than 
men  and  women,  inspired  by  a  eommon  lote  of  €kxl  and  Humanity, 
and  a  common  thirst  for  religions  excellence,  mingle  and  combine  their 
individual  efforto  for  the  promotion  of  pure  and  tmdefiled  religion  among 
themadyee  and  throughout  the  worid. 

In  £)miing  The  Fermiffhania  Yearly  Msetinff  of  Fropres»m 
FriendSy  we  hare  followed  the  instincts  of  our  moral  and  social  nature, 
and  acted  upon  the  settled  oonvicdon,  that  such  an  m-ganiaation  was 
neoeaaary  to  our  highest  effidency  in  the  work  which  our  Heavenly 
Father  has  given  us  to  da  We  seek  not  to  diminish,  but  to  intensify, 
in  ourselves  the  s^iae  of  individual  responsibility— not  to  esciqpe  from 
duty,  but  to  aid  one  another  in  its  perfonnance — to  lift  nxp  before  all  who 
may  be  influenced  by  our  words  or  actions  a  high  standard  of  moral 
and  religious  eftcell^oe — ^to  commit  ourselves  before  the  worid  as  the 
friends  of  righteousness  and  truth,  and  as  under  the  highest  obligations 
to  labor  for  the  redemption  of  mankind  from  every  form  of  error  and  sin; 

It  has  been  our  hoaeBi  endeavor  to  avoid,  if  possible,  the  mistakes 
into  which  previous  organizati<»is  have  so  generally  fallen,  >nd  especial- 
ly those  radical  errors  which  are  pointed  out  in  this  address.  To  this 
end  we  have  made  our  assodation  as  simple  as  posuble,  having  done 
little  more  than  to  provide  for  an  annual  assembly.  We  claim  for  this 
OTganizati<Hi  no  other  powers  than  such  as  we  ourselves  have  conferred 
upon  it  in  confflstency  with  our  own  and  others'  individual  freedom. 
We  make  no  draft  upon  the  veneration  of  our  fellow-men  for  any  ar- 
rangement that  we  have  adopted,  or  may  adopt  hereafter*  Veneration 
is  due  only  to  God,  and  to  those  eternal  principles  of  Rectitude, 
Justice  and  Love,  of  which  He  is  the  embodiment 

We  have  set  forth  no  forms  nor  ceremonies ;  nor  have  we  sought  to 
impose  upon  ourselves  or  others  a  system  of  doctrinal  belie£  Such 
Doatters  we  have  left  where  Jesus  left  them,  w{th  the  conscience  and 
common  sense  of  the  individual.  It  has  been  our  cherished  purpose  to 
restore  the  union  between  Religion  and  life,  and  to  place  works  of 
goodness  and  mercy  Cur  above  theological  speculations  and  scholastic  sub- 
tleties of  doctrine.  Greed-making  is  not  among  the  objects  of  our  asso- 
ciation. Christianity,  as  it  pesents  itself  to  our  minds,  is  too  deep,  too 
broad,  and  too  high,  to  be  brought  within  the  cold  propositions  of  the 
theologian.  We  should  as  soon  think  of  bottling  up  the  sunshine  for 
the  UbC  of  posterity,  as  of  attempting  to  adjust  the  free  and  universal 
principles  taught  and  exemplified  by  Jesus  o''  Nazareth  to  the  angles  of 
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a  man-made  creed.  Charohe;,  whkh  midertake  thk  impioaa  and  im- 
ftfactioable  work  doom  themsdvea  thereby  to  barremien  and  deaUu  In- 
stead of  being  warmed  and  animated  by  that  living  fiiith  which  *^  wotin 
by  love  "  and  oreroomes  the  world,  they  lapee  into  1»gotry  and  intoler- 
ance, and  their  formulariea,  having  no  life  in  themselvea,  beoome  at 
length  mere  petri&ctions,  foesil  remains  of  ideaa»  which,  however  ta^ 
nificant  once,  have  no  longer  any  adaptation  to  the  condition  of  the  race. 
It  is  sad  to  behold  a  Ohmch,  with  ChnBt's  name  upon  its  brow,  turning 
away  firom  the  wells  of  immortal  truth,  and  clinging  with  superstitioos 
pertinacity  and  veneration  to  the  shell  of  an  ancient  creed,  or  the  letter<^ 
an  ancient  Discipline,  from  which  the  original  soul  long  since  took  its 
flight;  swift  to  frown  upon  the  slightest  departure  from  its  forms  and 
theories,  but  slow  to  utter  a  testimony  against  a  popular  sin ;  ever  seal- 
ous  in  tithing  *^mint,  anise  and  cummin,'*  but  heavy  of  step  and  slow  of 
speech  when  the  great  interests  of  Humanity  are  at  stake. 

Our  terms  of  member^p  are  at  once  simple,  practical  and  cathohc. 
If  we  may  be  said  to  have  a  test,  it  is  one  which  apj^ee  to  the  heart 
and  the  life,  not  to  the  head  nor  to  any  of  its  speculations.  Our  platform 
is  broad  as  Humanity,  and  comprehensive  as  Truth.  We  interrelate 
no  man  as  to  his  theological  belief;  we  send  no  Committees  to  pry  into 
the  motives  of  those  who  may  desire  to  share  the  benefits  of  our  Associ- 
atioD ;  but  open  the  door  to  all  whp  recognize  the  Equal  Brotherhood  of 
the  Human  Family,  without  regard  to  sex,  color  or  condition,  and  who 
acknowledge  the  duty  of  defining  and  illustrating  their  faith  in  God, 
not  by  assent  to  a  creed,  but  by  lives  of  personal  purity,  and  works  of 
beneficence  and  charity  to  mankind.  If,  by  any  possibility,  there  should 
be  found  here  and  there  a  sincere  inquirer  after  trath^  who  may  not  feel 
himself  included  in  this  invitation  to  membership,  we  shall  still  bid  him 
welcome  to  our  assemblies,  and  listen  with  *  patience  to  whatever  his 
highest  convictions  may  prompt  him  to  offer.  We  do  not  seek  to  bind 
our  Association  together  by  external  bands,  nor  by  agreement  in  the- 
ological opinions.  Identity  of  object,  oneness  of  spirit  in  respect  to 
the  practical  duties  of  life,  the  communion  of  soul  with  soul  in  a 
common  love  of  the  beautiful  and  true,  and  a  common  aspiration  after 
moral  excellence, — ^these  are  our  bond  of  union ;  and  when  these  shall 
die  out  in  our  hearts,  nothing  will  remain  to  hold  us  together ;  and 
those  who  shall  come  after  us  will  not  be  subjected  to  the  trouble  of 
tearing  down  a  great  ecclesiastical  edifice,  constructed  by  our  hands, 
before  they  can  make  provision  fer  the  supply  of  their  own  reli- 
gious wants. 
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The  aame  of  our  Association  is  suggestive  of  its  histoiy  taid  jmnoi 
pkB.  Aa  a  sign  of  our  adherence  to  the  great  moral  te6tim<mies  whi^ 
the  Society  d  Friends  has  so  long  professed,  as  well  as  for  historical 
reasons,  we  have  adopted  in  part  the  name  (^omu  by  Fox,  Penn,  and 
other  reformers  of  a  past  generation,  for  the  Sodeties  which  th^ 
founded,  and  which,  we  regret  to  say,  have  in  our  day  widely  departed 
&om  the  npirit  and  principles  of  those  illustrious  men.  The  term  ^Fre- 
gre9sive  "  is  intended  as  a  recognition  of  the  fiict,  tixat  our  knowledge  of 
truth  is  limited,  and  as  an  indication  of  an  honest  purpose  cm.  our  part 
to  ^go  on  unto  p^ecticoi,''  and  to  avail  oursdves  from  time  to  time  of 
whatever  new  light  may  be  shed  upon  our  path.  Our  meeting  are  at 
present  conducted  very  much  like  tiiose  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  ex- 
cept that  they  are  not  ruled  by  Elders,  and  that  we  have  among  us  no 
privileged  dass  called  Ministers.  We  welc(»ne  alike  the  word  of  exhor- 
tation, the  voice  of  prayer,  and  the  song  of  praise  and  thanksgiving, 
whichever  may  well  up  irom  the  '* inner  fulness"  oi  the  devoted  heart; 
and  if  at  any  time  words  shall  be  uttered  that  appear  to  us  to  savor  not 
of  life  but  of  contention  and  speculation,  while  we  may  feel  called  upon 
to  speak  our  own  sentiments  with  freedom,  we  hope  not  to  be  found 
denying  the  liberty  of  speech  to  others.  Some  may  fear  that  liberty 
so  unrestricted  may  lead  to  disorder  and  confusion,  but  we  are  per 
snaded  that  gentieness  and  forbearance  are  more  potent  than  official 
diction,  and  that  the  instinctive  sense  of  right  and  wrong,  in  the  breast 
of  even  a  misguided  and  obtrusive  man,  will  a£ford  the  best  safognard 
of  propriety  ukd  order  in  our  assemblies. 

As  a  Yearly  Meeting,  we  disdaim  all  disdplinary  authority,  whether 
over  individual  members  or  local  Associations.  We  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  dedare  our  sentiments  on  such  subjects  as  may  demand  our  attenr 
tion ;  but  they  will  be  armed  with  no  other  force  than  that  whidi  om* 
moral  influence  may  impart,  or  which  may  belong  to  the  nature  of  truth 
when  eamestiy  and  honestiy  spoken.  It  will  be  our  aim  to  cherish 
freedom  of  thoi^t  and  speech,  aa  every  sulsject  rdating  to  manV 
highest  weKftre.  In  saying  this,  we  have  no  mental  reservations  to  mock 
ide  earnest  seeker  after  truth.  We  have  no  thunderbolts  to  launch 
at  those  whose  perceptions  of  truth  lead  them  to  different  conclusions 
from  those  of  the  majority ;  no  edicts  of  excommunication  to  scare  the 
sod  from  its  researches ;  no  sanctimonious  scowl  to  dart  at  him  who 
carries  the  torch  of  free  inquby  into  the  very  hdy  of  holies.  We  know 
of  no  question  too  sacred  for  examination,  nor  in  respect  to  which  hu- 
man reason  should  yield  to  human  authority,  however  ancient  or  ven 
erable. 
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Our  orguajsation  is  formed  upon  Buoh  principles,  that  while  tho  body 
will  not  be  responsible  for  the  acts  of  individuals,  so,  on  the  other  haad, 
individuals  and  minorities  maj  avoid  responsibility  for  any  acts  of  the 
body  which  they  do  not  approve,  by  reoording  their  votes  against  siidi 
acts,  or,  if  they  think  the  case  demands  it,  by  a  protest  It  will,  more- 
over, be  the  right  of  any  individual  to  withdraw  from  the  Association  at 
any  moment,  without  being  required  to  give  reasons  for  so  doing,  and 
without  being  subjected  to  censure  on  &e  part  of  the  meeting. 

Believing  that  local  Associationa,  similar  in  theur  prindjdes  and 
aims  to  ours,  would  meet  the  wants  of  multitudes  at  the  present  day, 
and  that  they  would  be  likely  to  accomplish  great  good,  we  hope  to  see 
such  established  in  every  commmnty  where  a  sufficient  number  of  per- 
sons are  found  ready  for  die  woik.  The  men  and  women  who  are  eo- 
gaged  in  the  various  moral  reforms  of  the  day,  and  who  have  become 
weary  of  the  prevalent  sectarianisra,  mighty  we  believe,  gain  strength 
for  their  ^>ecial  hibors  by  establishing  regular  meetings  on  the  First  daf 
of  the  wedc,  for  mutual  edification  and  improvement,  for  an  interchange 
of  the  sympathies  growing  out  of  common  pursuits  and  trials,  and  fer 
the  cultivation  of  their  moral  and  religious  powers.  The  principle  of 
human  fraternity  would  be  thereby  strengthened  among  tihem,  andthefir 
diildren  be  preset  ved  from  many  unhealthful  influences,  and  pr^iarad 
to  meet  the  ftdl  responsibilities  of  lifo  in  a  spirit  becoming  to  the  age  in 
which  their  lot  has  been  cast  Surely,  these  are  objects  worthy  of  oor 
earnest  thought  and  most  careful  attention.  Our  province  is  not  that 
of  iconoclasts  alone.  We  must  build  as  well  as  destroy.  If  there  are 
evil  institutions  to  be  overthrown  and  pernicious  customs  to  be  uproot- 
ed, so  also  is  there  need  of  a  new  social  iiEibric,  of  which  righteousnen 
and  peace  are  to  be  the  foundations.  If  there  are  vices  to  be  done  away, 
so  also  are  th^«  virtues  tobepromoted;  if  there  arecorrupt  trees  to  be 
hewn  down  and  cast  into  the  fire,  so  also  are  there  plants  of  godliness  to 
be  trained,  and  flowers  of  heavenly  beauty  and  fra^nee  to  bcr  nurtured. 
And  in  this  work  we  must  help  each  other,  not  occasionally  aifA  inci- 
dentally alone,  but  regularly  and  systematically.  The  arrangements 
for  meetings  should  in  every  case  be  adapted  to  the  peculiar  wants  and 
tastes  of  the  communities  in  which  they  are  req)eotivdy  held,  care  being 
taken  to  keep  forms  subordinato  to  works  of  practical  goodness  and  be- 
neficence. It  is  neither  necessaiy  nor  desirable  that  one  meeting 
^ould  be  an  exact  copy  of  another.  Adhering  closely  to  fundamental 
principles,  there  will  still  be  scope  for  a  variety  of  modes  and  forms^ 

The  loca?  Afisodstions  should  do  more  ihm  hold  wetUy  meetinga. 
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^ey  diould  regard  it  a  sacred  duty  to  provide  for  the  yisHation  and 
help  of  die  poor  in  their  respectiye  neighborhoods,  to  lend  their  sym- 
pathy and  encouragement  to  such  as  are  borne  down  under  heavy  triala, 
and  to  afford  prompt  and  efficient  aid  ita  every  right  effort  fer  the  pro- 
motion of  Temperance,  Peace,  Anti-Slavery,  Education,  the  Equal  Rights 
of  Woman,  (fee. ;  that  thusthe  public  may  be  convinced  that  the  R<^ligion 
they  seek  to  diffiise  and  eetabliBh  is  not  an  aggregation  of  mysteries, 
abstractions,  and  unmeaning  forms,  but  a  Religion  for  practical,  every- 
day use,  whose  natural  tendency  is  to  fructify  the  conscience,  intensify 
the  sense  of  moral  responsibility,  purify  and  ennoble  the  aims  of  men, 
and  thus  to  make  society  wiser,  better,  and  happier.  Such  Associatious, 
moreover,  ought  to  regard  it  as  their  special  function  to  cultivate  and 
develope  the  religious  sentiment  among  their  members,  and,  so  &r 
as  possible,  in  the  community  generally.  For  this  purpose  they  would 
do  well  to  establish  libraries,  in  which  the  works  of  eminent  anti-sec^ 
tarian  writers  upon  moral,  ethical,  and  religious  subjects  might  become 
accessible  to  all  classes,  especially  to  the  young. 

Such  Associations  would  naturally  communicate,  by  letter  or  other- 
wise, with  the  Yearly  Meefting,  each  giving  that  body  the  results 
of  its  own  peculiar  experience,  and  receiving  in  return  the  experiences 
of  others,  with  such  suggestions  as  the  Yearly  Meeting,  upon  a  care- 
ful comparison  of  the  whole,  may  be  qualified  to  make.  The  various 
Yearly  Meetings  may  also  strengtihen  one  another's  hands  by  fraternal 
correspondence  and  counsel ;  and  thus,  without  ecclesiastical  authority 
or  domination  on  the  part  of  any,  the  whole  body  of  believers  in  prac- 
tical Christianity  throughout  the  country  may  be  cemented  together  in 
Christian  love,  and  prepared  to  labor  In  harmony  for  the  redemption  of 
mankind  from  every  evil  and  false  way,  and  for  the  establishment  of 
universal  righteousness,  purity,  and  peace.  A  Church  thus  united 
would  wield  a  moral  power  like  that  of  the  Apostles  and  immediate 
followers  of  Jesus,  and  the  means  by  which  it  would  conquer  the  world 
are  those  which  an  Apostle  has  described :  "  6t  purekbss,  bt  know 

UEDOE,  BT  LONG-SDTFKRINO,  BT  THE  HOLT  SpIRTT,  BT  LOVE  TTXFEIONED, 
BT  THE  ARMOR  OF  RIOHTEOUSKESS  ON  THE  RIGHT  HAND  AND  ON 
THE  lEFT." 

Dear  Friends  I  are  these  ideas  of  a  Church  Utopian !  Are  we 
dreamers  and  ^thusiaats  t  or  is  the  day  foretold  by  ancient  prophets 
and  bards  beginning  to  dawn  upon  our  darkness  and  to  light  the  duU 
horiieon  with  its  reviving  rays  f  Are  we  always  to  walk  amid  shadows 
iind  shamb  i     Do  we  not  hear  the  voice  of  God  speaking  to  us  in  the  deep 
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■Hence  of  our  souls,  and  uttering  itself  in  the  events  that  are  passing  W 
fore  us,  bidding  us  awake  from  our  slumbers,  to  cast  away  our  donbtS) 
and  purify  ourselves  for  the  work  of  building  up  a  pure  Ohristianitj 
upon  the  earth  f  Are  not  the  fields  every  where  white  unto  the  hanresif 
and  are  there  not  all  around  us  men  and  women,  whose  hearts  God 
hath  touched  with  holy  fire,  and  who  stand  ready  to  enlist  with  us  in 
this  glorious  cause  ?  Let  us,  then,  not  falter,  nor  hesitate.  What  if 
our  numbers  are  few,  and  the  hosts  of  superstition  and  sin  stand  before 
us  in  menacing  array  f  What  are  their  boasts  to  us,  when  we  know 
that  the  truth  we  promulgate  is  **  a  part  of  the  celestial  machinery  of 
God,"  and  that,  "•  whoso  puts  that  machin^  in  gear  for  mankind 
hath  the  Almighty  to  turn  his  wheel !  ^ 

**0,  brother  man  I  fold  to  thy  heart  thy  brother; 
Where  pity  dwells,  the  peace  of  God  is  there , 
To  worship  rightly,  is  to  love  each  other, 

Each  amile  a  hymn,  each  kindly  deed  a  prayer. 

••  Follow  with  reverent  stcpe  the  great  example 
Of  Him  whose  holy  work  was  *  doing  good  ;* 
So  shall  the  wide  earth  eeem  our  Father's  temple^ 
Baoh  loving  life  a  psalm  of  gratitude. 

'Then  shall  all  shackles  fall ;  the  stormy  clangor 
Of  wild  war  music  o'er  the  earth  shall  cease ; 

Love  shall  tread  out  the  baleftil  fire  of  anger, 
And  in  its  ashes  plant  the  tree  of  peace.** 

Signed  on  behalf  and  by  direction  of  the  Pennsylvania  Teaily 
Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends,  held  at  Old  Kennett,  Chester  County,  by 
adjournments,  from  the  22d  to  the  25th  of  Fifth  Month,  1853. 

Joseph  A.  Dugdaub,  )  >•«  y 
Sidney  Pbirce,         ]  ^**™- 


Our  Mand,  Jqsspb  A.  Duodau,  being  presrat  witii  as,  the  trnthftU  and  Imnliunis  Expo- 
sition of  Sentiments  pnt  forth  hj  the  Penxisylvsnis  Yearly  Meeting  of  ProgreaslTe  Friends, 
recently  held  at  *'01d  Kennett,"  Chester  Ooanty,  was  presented  and  read.  The  magnltttde 
and  importance  of  the  principles  embraced,  and  their  ^poeitenen  to  the  present  wants  of 
society,  were  deeply  Mt;  aad  this  meeting  earnestly  recommends  to  its  members  their  eo-ep- 
eration  in  the  olroahition  of  the  document 

Signed  by  dlieotlon  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  Oongregational  Frlend^  held  In  Watoiio^ 
Ssneca  Coontj,  H.  Y.,  firom  the  6th  to  the  7th  of  the  Sixth  month,  inolosive,  1868. 

THOMAS  M'CLINTOCK.  ) 
BHODA  Da  QABMO,        ) 


ObilBk 
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Assembled  in  onr  Sixth  Annaal  ConvocatioD,  and  taking  into  serioas 
oonsideration  the  moral,  intellectual,  religious,  social  and  political  condition 
of  onr  country,  we  are  constrained,  un-ler  an  abiding  sense  of  our  respon- 
sibility as  individuals,  and  our  obligations  as  a  Religious  Society,  to  record 
and  publish  these  Testimonies. 

I.— SLAVERY. 

The  holding  of  a  human  being  as  property,  under  whatsoever  circum- 
stances, we  regard  as  a  sin  against  God,  and  a  crime  against  humanity. 
Als  there  is  not  a  bondman  in  the  land  who  has  not  an  inalienable  right  to 
be  free,  we  can  do  no  less  than  to  demand  that  every  chain  be  instantly 
sundered.  In  dealing  with  a  sin  of  such  magnitude — a  sin  by  which  mil- 
lions of  our  fellow  creatures  are  reduced  to  the  condition  of  chattels,  and 
covered  with  tlie  dark  pall  of  ignorance  and  degradation — we  can  give  no 
place  to  the  spirit  of  compromise.  There  is  no  hope  for  the  country  but 
in  persistently  and  unceasingly  applying  to  the  consciences  of  the  people 
the  nnqualified  demands  of  justice  and  righteousness.  To  whisper  half- 
trnths  at  such  a  time  as  the  present,  is  to  "  daub  with  untempered  mortar," 
and  trifle  with  the  most  fearful  responsibilities  that  ever  weighed  upon  the 
conscience  of  a  nation. 

There  is  much  in  the  history  of  the  past  year,  as  pertaining  to  this  great 
subject,  that  is  well  caculated  to  excite  a  righteous  indignation,  and  awaken 
our  deepest  solicitude.  The  Supreme  Judicial  tribunal  of  the  country  ha<$ 
proclaimed  the  atrocious  doctrine,  that  persons  of  African  descent  (many 
of  whom,  it  is  well  known,  are  children  of  men  who  shed  their  blood  on  the 
battle-fields  of  the  Revolution,  and  participated  in  the  organization  of  the 
State  and  National  Governments)  are  not  and  cannot  be  citizens — that,  in 
short,  they  have  "no  rights  which  white  men  are  bound  to  respect."  This 
dogma  is  already  incorporated  in  the  platform  of  the  party  which  bears 
sway  in  the  councils  of  the  nation ;  it  shapes  the  legislation  of  Oongress 
and  tlie  action  of  the  Executive;  while  the  only  numerous  political  party 
which  makes  any  pretension  to  anti-slavery,  is  declared  by  not  a  few  of  its 
champions  to  bo  not  the  advocate  of  equality  for  the  blacks,  but  "the  \Dh%U 
man^s  party,"  thus  interposing  no  effectual  resistance  to  the  tyrannous  do- 
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cree.  The  President  and  his  official  advisers  and  agents  have  prostituted 
all  their  powers  in  the  effort  to  establish  slavery  on  the  soil  of  Kansas,  in 
opposition  to  the  well-known  wishes  of  her  people ;  and  an  ingeniously 
contrived  sclieine,  intended  to  effect  this  object,  has  be^n  forced  through 
Congress  by  Executive  intimidation  and  political  bribery.  It  should  be 
added  that  not  a  few  of  the  men,  even  at  the  North,  who  share  the  respon- 
sibility of  this  gigantic  wickedness,  hold  a  high  rank  in  Churches,  calling 
themselves  Christian  1  While  the  leading  and  most  powerful  Despotism 
of  the  Old  World  is  preparing  to  emancipate  her  millions  of  degraded  serfe, 
the  boasted  *'  Model  Republic  "  cherishes  the  system  of  chattel  slavery,  as 
if  it  were  the  most  precious  jewel  in  the  crown  of  her  glory.  Despotic 
Russia  breaks  the  fetters  of  her  bondmen,  but  Republican  America,  with 
the  declaration  upon  her  lips  that  all  men  are  endowed  with  an  inalienable 
right  to  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness,  dooms  one-seventh  of  her 
population  to  the  most  degrading  servitude,  while  not  a  few  of  the  cham- 
pions of  this  wickedness  have  'the  effrontery  to  propose  that  the  foreign 
slave-trade,  now  branded  as  piracy  by  our  laws,  should  be  revived  for  the 
purpose  of  augmenting  the  number  of  their  victims,  and  extending  the 
system  over  territory  as  yet  unpolluted  by  its  presence. 

If  we  turn  to  the  popular  Churches  of  the  country,  the  prospect  is  no 
better ;  they  still  remain,  as  heretofore,  "  the  bulwarks  of  slavery."  Of 
the  numerous  sects  which  swarm  in  every  part  of  the  land,  and  which 
must  be  regarded  as  the  exponents  of  its  morality,  there  is  not  one  that  is 
thoroughly  imbued  with  an  anti-slavery  spirit ;  not  one  whose  garments 
are  not  stained  with  the  blood  of  the  slave.  Even  those  whose  organic  law 
is  opposed  to  the  system,  fail  to  live  up  to  the  principles  they  profess,  and 
by  their  connivance  or  non-action  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  slave- 
holder. The  American  Tract  Society,  the  organ  and  representative  of  the 
great  "  evangelical "  denominations,  and  which  professes  to  have  for  its  ob- 
ject, the  promotion  of  "  vital  godliness  and  sound  morality,"  while  it  flails 
not  to  rebuke  dancing,  theatre-going  and  sleeping  in  church,  as  sins  peril- 
ous to  the  soul,  deliberately  refuses  to  utter  a  single  word  in  condemnation 
of  the  sin  of  man-stealing,  and  confides  an  absolute  censorship  over  all  its 
publications  to  a  man  who  defends  slavery  from  the  Scriptures,  and  whose 
"  South-aide  View  "  of  that  system  shocked  the  moral  sense  of  the  friends 
of  freedom  throughout  the  civilized  world.  The  American  Bible  Society 
not  only  refuses  to  make  any  effort  to  give  the  Bible  to  the  slaves,  but  sanc- 
tions those  interpretations  of  the  Book  which  make  it  the  bulwark  of  op- 
pression. 

This  is  indeed  a  gloomy  picture ;  but  we  believe  that,  on  the  whole, 
the  cause  of  freedom  is  advancing,  and  we  do  not  for  a  moment  permit 
ourselves  to  doubt  that  it  will  ultimately  triumph.  The  truth,  faithfully 
proclaimed,  is  the  mightiest  agent  in  the  universe.    It  must  eventually 
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work  the  destraotioa  of  the  system  which  exposes  us  to  the  scorn  of  the 
world  and  the  retributions  of  Heaven. 

The  union  between  the  free  and  the  slave  States  is  a  compact  of  guilt 
and  shame.  Every  day's  experience  of  the  workings  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment serves  to  demonstrate  the  preposterous  absurdity  as  well  as 
wickedness  of  the  attempt  to  bind  together  as  one  nation  States  founded 
upon  the  principles  of  universal  liberty  and  equality,  and  States  which 
nourish  and  perpetuate  the  worst  system  of  oppression  that  ever  blackened 
the  page  of  history.  It  is  impossible  for  the  former  tx)  stand  in  political 
alliance  with  the  latter  without  corrupting  the  very  sources  of  their  na- 
tional life  and  receiving  into  all  their  veins  and  arteries  the  foul  blood  of 
oppression  and  slavery.  Not  until  the  North  has  the  courage  and  the 
manliness  to  sunder  the  ligament  that  binds  her  to  "  the  body  of  this 
death ''  and  holds  her  in  guilty  alHance  with  men-stealers,  will  she  be  truly 
free,  or  be  able  to  break  the  chains  of  the  slaves,  or  to  present  to  the  world 
an  example  worthy  of  imitation.  'Not  until  she  banishes  the  slave-hunter 
Irom  her  soil,  and  solemnly  proclaims  her  purpose  to  protect  the  fugitive 
bondman  by  the  full  power  of  her  sovereignty,  will  she  be  able  truly  to 
respect  herself  or  to  command  the  respect  of  the  civilized  world. 

While  we  rejoice  in  all  that  has  been  done  through  political  instrumen- 
talities to  promote  the  cause  of  freedom,  and  will  continue  to  rejoice  in 
whatever  of  good  may  be  achieved  by  such  means,  we  are  constrained  to 
declare  that  our  main  reliance  for  the  success  of  that  cause  is  npbn  the 
MOBAL  AGITATION  by  wMch  truth  is  persistently  applied  to  the  hearts  and 
oonsciences  of  the  people,  and  the  wickedness  of  slavery  fearlessly  exhibited 
in  the  light  of  the  Divine  law  of  humanity.  The  American  Anti-Slavery 
Society  and  its  auxiliaries  have  our  sympathy  and  hearty  o6operation  in 
the  work  to  which  they  have  been  so  long  and  so  faithftilly  devoted,  and 
we  hope  that  they  may  not  be  turned  aside  from  their  purpose  until  vic- 
tory shall  crown  their  efforts  and  liberty  be  proclaimed  throughout  all 
the  land  unto  all  the  inhabitants  thereof. 

IL—OASTE. 

One  of  the  bitterest  fruits  of  slavery  in  our  land  is  the  cruel  spirit  of 
caste,  which  makes  the  complexion  even  of  the  free  negro  a  badge  of  social 
inferiority,  exposing  him  to  insult  in  the  steamboat  and  the  rail-car,  and 
in  all  places  of  public  resort^  not  even  excepting  the  church — ^banishing 
him  from  remunerative  occupations,  expelling  him  from  the  legislative 
hall,  the  magistrate's  bench  and  the  jury-box,  and  crushing  his  noblest 
aspirations  under  a  weight  of  prejudice  and  proscription,  which  he  strug- 
gles in  vain  to  throw  off.  Against  this  un-Ohristian  and  hateful  spirit 
we  are  constrained  to  enter  our  earnest  and  heartfelt  protest,  and  to  en- 
treat all  those  whom  it  is  our  privilege  to  address  to  give  it  no  counte- 
nance, but  to  testify  against  it  both  by  precept  and  example. 
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in.— coEquality  of  woman. 

The  Woman's  Rights  movement  has  now,  as  heretofore,  onr  hearty 
sympathy.  We  rejoice  in  the  evidences  of  its  progress,  which  meet  ns  on 
every  side,  in  the  altered  tone  of  the  press,  in  the  increasing  facilities  af- 
forded for  the  education  of  woman,  and  in  the  wider  avenues  of  profitable 
industry  that  are  opening  before  her.  It  is  our  firm  conviction  that  the 
best  interests  of  the  human  family  would  be  promoted  by  the  admission  of 
women  to  an  equal  voice  with  men  in  making  and  administering  the  laws, 
by  giving  them  the  highest  advantages  of  education,  by  opening  to  them 
all  the  avenues  of  professional  life,  and  by  guaranteeing  to  them  equal 
property-rights  with  men.  To  deprive  them  of  these  rights  and  advan- 
tages, upon  any  plea  of  intellectual  inferiority,  or  of  reverence  for  author- 
ity, custom  or  precedent,  is  tyranny.  The  subjection  of  the  wife  to  the 
authority  of  the  husband  is  destructive  of  domestic  happiness.  There 
are  few  among  us  who  have  not  witnessed  some  painful  illustration  of  this 
truth.  Examples  may  be  found  in  almost  every  neighborhood  of  wives 
crushed  by  the  tyranny  of  husbands,  and  subjected  to  the  most  degrading 
annoyances  and  exactions,  for  which  the  law  affords  no  remedy.  The 
wife  submits,  in  many  cases,  only  because  she  is  pecuniarily  dependent  on 
the  husband,  having  no  legal  claim  to  the  estate  which  her  labor,  no  less 
than  his,  has  helped  to  acquire,  and  being  obliged  in  consequence  to 
endure  the  wretchedness  thus  entailed  upon  her,  or  to  go  out  into  the 
world  without  a  roof  to  cover  her  head,  to  face  the  ills  and  bear  the  bur- 
dens of  abject  poverty.  The  wife  who  **  guides  the  house  "  has  a  common 
right  with  the  husband  who  manages  the  farm,  the  shop  or  the  store,  to 
the  use  and  control  of  the  property  acquired  by  their  joint  exertions. 
Many  husbands,  apparently  unconscious  of  this  self-evident  truth,  treat 
their  wives,  not  as  equals,  but  as  dependents  upon  their  bounty.  We  fear 
that  some  of  those  even  who  have  professed  assent  to  the  general  doctrines 
of  woman's  rights,  are  yet  unconsciously,  and  ffcom  the  force  of  habit,  act- 
ing on  the  assumption  that  their  wives  are  their  servants  rather  than  their 
peers.  There  is  need,  even  among  reformers,  of  a  constant  reiteration  of 
sound  doctrine  on  this  important  subject ;  and  this  need  will  not  have 
passed  away  until  a  radical  change  has  been  wrought  in  public  opinion 
and  our  laws  are  made  to  conform  to  the  principles  of  justice  and  equality. 

IV.— WAR. 

Of  all  the  evils  which  mankind  have  brought  upon  themselves,  none  is 
more  appalling  in  its  effects,  or  more  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  human 
brotherhood,  than  war.  Tlmt  beings  created  in  the  image  at\d  likeness  of 
(>od,  endowed  with  immeasurable  capacities  of  reason  and  affection,  and 
fitted  for  happiness  in  devotion  to  one  another's  welfare,  should  %o  **  debase 
tlieir  heavenly  birth  "  as  deliberately  to  array  themselves,  nation  against 


/Google 


Digitized  by  ^ 

V 


87 

nation,  in  bloody  conflict,  killing  one  another  by  wholesale,  is  as  astonish- 
ing as  it  is  lamentable.  Wars  and  fightings,  according  to  the  Apostle 
James,  come  of  "  the  lusts  which  war  in  your  members" — in  other  words^ 
from  the  dominance  of  the  animal  and  selfish  faculties  over  the  moral  and 
spiritual.  They  tend,  in  the  nature  of  things,  to  brutalize  humanity,  to 
excite  and  foster  every  malign  passion,  and  thus  to  undermine  the  founda- 
tions of  private  morality  and  public  welfare. 

There  can  be  no  greater  delusion  than  to  suppose  that  the  cause  of 
human  liberty  is  ever  really  and  permanently  promoted  by  war.  Our 
higher  nature  earnestly  responds  to  the  admonitions  of  Scripture :  ^^  Recom- 
pense to  no  man  evil  for  evil  ;^'  *^  Overcome  evil  with  good ;"  ^*  Resist  not 
evil  ;^'  ^^  Love  your  enemies,  bless  them  that  curse  you,  do  good  to  them 
that  hate  you,  and  pray  for  tliem  which  despitefully  use  you  and  persecute 
you."  In  the  words  of  a  devoted  philanthropist,*  which  commend  them- 
selves to  us  as  words  of  truth  and  wisdom :  ^*  The  weapons  of  death  are 
the  legitimate  weapons  of  Despotism;  while  those  of  Liberty  are  thought, 
speech,  intellectual  enlightenment,  protest,  contumacy,  nonconformity, 
untiring  persistency,  indomitable  purpose,  unconquorr.ble  will,  moral  re- 
bellion, abiding  faith  in  the  right,  the  Divine  spirit  of  martyrdom." 

It  is  worse,  doubtless,  to  submit,  in  a  Bervile  and  cowardly  spirit^  to 
the  burdens  and  exactions  of  tyranny,  than  to  resbt  them  by  bloody 
means ;  but  to  endure  oppression,  however  cruel,  in  the  spirit  of  meekness, 
and,  while  protesting  against  it  in  the  name  of  justice  and  humanity,  to 
refrain  from  retaliation  and  violence,  is  the  highest  effort  of  courage,  the 
noblest  exhibition  of  a  godlike  and  manly  character.  The  human  race 
may  have  advanced  more  rapidly  and  surely  through  a  bloody  redstance  to 
tyranny  than  it  could  have  done  through  a  pusillanimous  and  slavish  sub- 
mission; but  we  believe  its  progress  in  intelligence,  morality  and  hap- 
piness would  have  been  still  greater,  if  the  friends  of  truth  and  freedom, 
respecting  the  awful  sanctity  of  human  life,  had  used  no  other  weapons 
than  those  which  'an  Apostie  of  the  Ohristian  Faith  has  declared  to  be 
^^  mighty  through  God  to  the  pulling  down  of  strong  holds." 

Y.— TREATMENT  OF  CRIMINALS. 

We  renew  our  protest  against  the  gallows  as  a  relic  of  barbarism,  as 
originating  in  the  spirit  of  revenge,  and  tending  to  increase  the  evils  it  is 
designed  to  cure.  Society,  in  dealing  with  criminals,  is  under  obligation 
to  seek  their  highest  good,  to  treat  them  in  the  way  best  adapted  to  re- 
form them  ;  and  this,  instead  of  promoting  crime,  is  the  best  and  only 
effectual  way  to  prevent  it.  We  suggest  to  the  friends  of  humanity  every- 
where that  they  ought  to  call  the  attention  of  legislative  bodies  to  this 
subject,  and,  by  the  diffusion  of  light  among  the  people,  prepare  the  way 
for  the  abolition  of  capital  and  all  other  vindictive  punishment. 

*  Wm.  Lloyd  Garriion. 
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VI.— TEMPERANCE. 

We  renew  oar  testimony  in  favor  of  the  principle  of  Total  Abstinence 
from  the  use  of  all  intoxicating  drinks  as  a  beverage,  as  tlje  only  effectual 
safegnard  against  the  terrible  evils  of  drunkenness,  entreating  the  friends 
of  humanity  everywhere  not  only  to  make  this  principle  a  rule  of  life  for 
themselves,  but  to  labor  diligently  to  commend  it  to  others,  especially  to 
the  young  and  to  all  who  have  influence  over  them.  We  fear  that  the 
friends  of  temperance,  within  the  last  few  years,  have  been  so  exclusively 
devoted  to  the  work  of  suppressing  the  traffic  in  intoxicating  drinks  by 
penal  laws,  that  they  have  neglected  to  employ,  as  they  should,  those 
moral  instrumentalities  which  are  adapted  to  reform  the  inebriate  and 
deliver  the  country  from  the  evils  of  drubkenness.  After  all  that  has 
been  done  in  this  cause,  there  is  still  great  need  of  the  diffusion  of  light 
among  the  people.  In  this  work  we  trust  that  all  those  who  call  them- 
selves Progressive  Friends  will  ever  be  found  zealously  engaged. 

Vn.— TOBACCO. 

We  renew  our  testimony  against  the  utterly  useless,  disgusting  and 
every  way  injurious  practice  of  chewing,  snuffing  and  smoking  tobacco ; 
and  we  do  so  with  the  greater  emphasis  because,  unhappily,  the  practice 
prevails  to  a  considerable  extent  among  those  who  are  in  active  sympathy 
and  cooperation  with  this  religions  society.  We  have  great  compassion 
for  those  who  have  been  so  long  the  slaves  of  an  unnatural  and  vicious 
appetite,  that,  while  they  kuow  and  confess  that  its  indulgence  is  wrong, 
they  have  yet  almost  lost  the  power  of  resistance ;  but  we  are  constrained 
to  admonish  such  that  they  ought  at  once  to  summon  all  their  manhood 
to  the  conflict  and  break  their  chains  at  once  and  forever.  In  refusing  to 
do  it  they  will  blunt  their  moral  sensibility,  and  inflict  a  great  wrong  upon 
all  tliose  over  whom  their  example  has  influence.  We  entreat  parents, 
teachers  and  other  guardiaas  of  the  young  to  set  their  faces  firmly  agmnst 
a  habit  which  is  declared  by  the  highest  medical  authority  to  be  iigurious 
to  both  body  and  mind,  and  which,  we  fear,  is  rapidly  increasing  in  oar 
country. 

VIII.— SECTARIANISM. 

Believing  that  the  true  Church  is  composed  of  all  the  faithful  lovers 
of  God  and  man,  the  world  over,  who  work  the  works  of  personal  and 
practical  righteousness,  and  labor  for  the  redemption  and  advancement 
of  the  human  race — that  every  one  who  thusdoeth  the  will  of  the  Father 
is  accepted  of  him — we  would  again  bear  emphatic  and  earnest  testimony 
against  Seotarianism  as  one  of  the  greatest,  most  deceptive,  and  demoral- 
izing sins  of  the  times.  And  by  Sectarianism  we  mean  that  spirit  which 
builds  up  and  sustains  religious  parties  on  the  basb  of  a  creed,  antiquated 
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or  modern,  which  Ignores  the  "  golden-mle  "  Morality  of  Christ  and 
universal  Philanthropy  as  essentials  of  Christian  character,  and  rejects 
and  condemns  as  **  heretics"  all  who  repudiate  its  "  doctrines."  We  daily 
observe  that  this  "  substitute "  for  love  and  good  will,  and  the  various 
graces  of  the  Spirit,  is  narrowing,  dwarfing  and  vitiating  the  minds  of 
many  of  its  immediate  victims,  and  making  not  a  few  morose,  bigoted, 
oppressive  and  cruel ;  and  that  it  is  greatly  hindering  the  progress  of 
mankind  in  all  moral  and  spiritual  things. 

IX.—"  THE  GREAT  REVIVAL." 

"While  we  would  not  be  slow  to  recognize  any  good  that  may  have 
been  incidentally  effected  thereby,  we  must,  on  the  whole  regard  as  de- 
ceptive and  spurious,  the  "  Great  Revival  of  Religion,"  which  has  lately 
swept  like  an  epidemic  over  the  land.  That  such  is  its  character  is  mani- 
fest to  us,  because  it  is  a  revival  of  the  prevailing  and  popular  religipn  of 
the  country — a  religion  which  sanctions  slavery,  war,  and  other  abounding 
iniquities ;  because  it  is  well  pleasing  to  pulpit  recreancy,  church  corrup- 
tion, sectarian  exclusiveness,  political  self-seeking  and  pro-slavery  brutality; 
and  because  it  inculcates  false  views  of  God  and  of  man,  and  is  calculated 
to  augment  the  power  of  priestcraft  and  superstition.  The  friends  of  re- 
ligion and  common  sense  should  be  stimulated  thereby  to  greater  earnest- 
ness and  fidelity  in  their  efforts  for  the  difibsion  of  light  and  truth,  and  the 
promotion  of  practical  righteousness, 

X.— EDUCATION. 

We  feel  a  deep  interest  in  the  efforts  now  making  in  various  parts  of 
the  country  to  give  a  wider  scope  and  impart  a  higher  character  to  onr 
systems  of  education,  which  we  must  regard  as  exceedingly  defective.  To 
idl  such  efforts  we  desire  to  contribute  our  efficient  aid.  It  is  especially  to 
be  lamented  that  so  many  of  our  popular  schools  and  seminaries  are  under 
the  paralyzing  influence  of  sectarianism.  The  friends  of  reform  and  pro- 
gress should  take  special  care  not  to  place  their  children  in  institutions 
where  they  will  be  taught  to  subordinate  the  Divine  principles  of  justice 
and  freedom  to  a  selfish  and  worldly  expediency ;  and  in  their  plans  to 
seoare  a  proper  education  for  their  own  children,  they  should  not  forget 
the  duty  they  owe  to  the  community.  They  should  aim  at  nothing  less 
than  the  physical,  intellectual,  and  moral  education  of  all  the  children  of 
the  country,  and  be  ready  at  all  times  to  promote  any  plan  that  seems  best 
adapted  to  effect  this  object. 

Adopted  by  the  Pennsylvania  Yearly  Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends, 
1868. 

JOSEPH  A.  DUGDALE, 

OLIVER  JOHNSON,  }  Gierke, 

SIDNEY  PEIRCE  CURTIS, 


J 
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fttblu  mns\i^. 


Let  us  consider  the  subject  of  Public  Worship. 

To  secure  a  favorable  startiug-point  for  this  oousideration,  let  us  go 
behind  the  matters  upon  which  men  are  divided  in  opinion,  the  rites  of 
particular  churches,  the  customs  of  particular  nations,  and  found  ourselves 
upon  something  which  all  will  agree  in  recognizing  as  truth. 

God,  being  perfect  in  every  imaginable  excellence,  is  entitled  to  honor 
and  reverence  from  his  creatures ;  and  history  proves  to  us  that  all  nations 
have  felt  their  obligation  to  pay  Him  honor  and  reverence.  No  trait  of 
human  nature  is  more  constant,  among  all  the  varieties  of  men,  than  this. 

As  the  feelings  of  the  heart  naturally  tend  to  manifest  themselves  in 
the  life,  this  honor  and  reverence  will  of  course  find  some  form  of  expres- 
sion on  the  part  of  those  who  truly  feel  them ;  and  the  particular  mode  of 
expression  of  individuals  or  communities  will  be  more  or  less  appropriate, 
other  things  being  equal,  according  to  their  amount  of  intelligence. 

History  assures  us  that,  among  communities  equally  disposed  (ns  far  as 
our  knowledge  extends)  to  honor  their  Creator  and  conform  themselves  to 
His  will,  some  (supposing  that  God  needed  nourishment  like  themselves) 
have  periodically  placed  on  a  consecrated  spot  their  choicest  articles  of 
food  and  drink  for  His  use ;  others,  of  somewhat  less  gross  conception,  have 
sought  to  regale  Him  with  fragrant  incense  and  perfumed  oils,  and  pictured 
Him  to  themselves  as  "smelling  a  sweet  savor,"  and  gratified  with  it; 
others  have  formed  solemn  processions,  attired  in  gorgeous  robes,  and 
bearing  costly  emblems  to  do  him  honor ;  others,  supposing  Him  pleased 
with  blood,  have  killed  men  or  inferior  animals,  singly  or  in  numbers, upon 
His  altar ;  others  have  sought  to  please  Him  by  the  mutilation  of  their  own 
bodies  and  those  of  their  children ;  others  by  self-inflicted  bodily  privations 
and  sufferings,  falling  short  of  mutilation  ;  and  others,  by  similar  violence 
done  to  the  reason,  the  conscience,  the  social  feelings  and  the  affections. 
Some  have  thought  their  prayers  to  be  more  acceptable  when  written  on 
strips  of  paper  and  kept  moving  in  the  air ;  others,  when  presented 
through  the  mediation  of  a  saint ;  others,  when  offered  on  a  particular 
day,  and  in  a  particular  place ;  and  almost  all  have  esteemed  the  mediation 
of  a  priest  to  be  either  necessary  or  highly  desirable. 

That  all  these  superstitious  ideas  and  practices  ?Mve  existed  in  some 
dark  period  of  the  world  is  not  strange ;  perhaps  it  is  not  strange  that 
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most  or  all  of  them  still  exist,  in  countries  not  claiming  to  be  civilized  or 
Christian ;  bnt  that  so  many  of  them  continue,  not  only  in  existence  but  in 
high  repute  and  Iionor,  among  nations  claiming  to  be  civilized  and  Ohris- 
tian,  and  even  among  those  really  most  advanced  in  both  these  character- 
istics— ^this  is  truly  amazing. 

If  a  native  of  Canton,  or  Calcutta,  or  Constantinople,  declining  to  fol- 
low, with  blind  obedience,  the  customs  of  his  father,  or  the  directions  of 
his  father^s  priest,  should  apply  himself,  by  a  diligent  comparison  of  those 
cnstoms  and  directions  with  the  contents  of  the  books  reputed  sacred  in 
that  country,  and  of  both  these  with  such  probable  conclusions  respect- 
ing God  as  may  be  gathered  from  His  works  in  external  nature,  and  of  the 
whole  with  such  judgments  as  reason  and  conscience  might  form  as  to 
the  character  fittest  to  be  ascribed  to  Grod,  and  the  service  most  likely  to 
be  required  by  Him  of  men — and  if  such  a  person,  distinguishing,  through 
such  an  investigation,  a  better  mode  of  serving  God  than  that  practised  by 
his  countrymen,  should  thenceforward  discard  the  latter  and  adopt  the 
former — ^we  should  say  that  he  did  wisely  and  well. 

We  should  say  this  unhesitatingly  of  every  inhabitant  of  every  foreign 
nation.  The  people  ot  every  foreign  nation  would  say  the  same  of  us. 
Probably  this  judgment  would  be  correct  on  the  part  of  both.  Probably 
SQch  a  scrutiny  and  comparison,  applied  to  our  own  ideas  and  cnstoms, 
woald  show  us  some  observances  akin  to  those  which  we  stigmatize  as 
irrational  and  superstitious  in  other  nations,  and  perhaps  also  some  de- 
ficiencies, the  supply  of  which  would  bring  us  more  into  harmony  both 
with  reason  and  religion. 

Every  nation  of  the  earth  believes  in,  reverences  and  worships  God. 
And  they  do  this  with  none  the  less  confidence  that  no  one  has  yet  demon- 
strated His  existence.  If,  on  one  hand,  the  abundant  and  weighty  reasons 
for  this  belief  fall  short  of  absolute  proof,  on  the  other  hand,  to  relinquish 
this  belief  on  that  account  would  involve  us  in  unspeakable  absurdities, 
imposing  upon  us  many  incomprehensibilities  in  the  place  of  one,  and  re- 
sisting a  tendency  of  our  nature  so  constant  and  so  universal — exhibiting 
itself  so  equally  in  the  present  and  in  all  past  ages,  both  among  cultivated 
people  and  savages — as  to  form  a  characteristic  of  the  human  family  not 
less  marked  and  peculiar  tlian  reason  itself.  To  resist  such  a  kind  and 
snoh  an  amount  of  evidence,  because  it  falls  short  of  demonstration,  would 
be  to  reverse  a  rule  which  we  find  it  needful  and  wise  to  act  upon  in  all 
the  other  affairs  of  life — namely,  to  value  and  act  upon  circumstantial 
evidence  in  proportion  to  its  amount  and  its  weight — and  would  be  alike 
nnphiK»sophical  and  unpractical.  The  belief  in  God  is  as  natural  and  as 
reasonable  as  the  belief  in  our  own  existence,  and  the  few  instances  of 
minds  so  peculiar  and  erratic  as  to  deny  each  of  these  propositions  are  such 
exceptions  as  are  justly  said  to  prove  the  rule.  We  are  compelled,  in  the 
whole  of  our  course  through  life,  to  believe  a  great  many  things  which  we 
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do  not  understand ;  and  we  find  it  wise,  and  safe,  and  advantageons  to 
acquiesce  in  this  compulsion,  aud  practically  to  act  upon  such  subjects  <^ 
belief.  How  much  more  readily,  then,  should  we  acquiesce  in  it  when  the 
nature  of  the  subject  itself  forbids  us  to  understand,  as  much  as  the  evi- 
dence forbids  us  to  doubt.  Thus,  while  it  is  absurd  for  the  thing  made  to 
assume  that  it  thoroughly  comprehends  its  maker,  it  is  equally  absurd  for 
us  to  ignore  and  contradict  the  abundfint  evidence  that  we  are  made,  be- 
cause we  do  not  so  perfectly  comprehend  our  Maker  as  to  demonstrate 
Him. 

It  is  certain  that  the  entire  family  of  man  recognizee  and  worships 
God.    The  manner  of  doing  this  is  exceedingly  various. 

As  our  natural  religious  instincts  compel  us  to  recognize  the  existence 
and  the  power  of  God,  so  the  researches  of  reason,  striving  after  a  clearer, 
wider  and  deeper  knowledge  of  11  im,  require  us  to  assume  the  absolute 
perfection  of  His  nature,  and  of  every  attribute  and  department  of  His 
being.  We  can  no  more  afford  to  relinquish  the  idea  of  His  infinite  wis- 
dom than  of  His  infinite  power,  or  of  His  infinite  love  than  either.  While, 
therefore,  we  must  assume  that  He  favorably  accepts  the  tribute  rendered 
by  sincere  honor,  or  reverence,  or  love — even  when  these  are  so  unintelli- 
gently  manifested,  as  by  pulling  out  a  tooth,  or  cutting  off  a  finger,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  priestly  assurance  that  such  Worship  is  most  acceptable  to 
Him — we  must  also  assume  that  He  is  hfst  pleased  with  a  service  directed 
by  intelligence  not  less  than  by  love,  and  accordant  at  once  with  His  na- 
ture and  ours.  If  we  recognize  our  bodies,  minds  and  souls,  as  created  by 
Infinite  Wisdom,  we  shall  equally  recognize  the  absurdity  of  mutilating 
either,  in  the  hope  of  rendering  Him  more  favorable  to  us,  or  us  more  ac- 
ceptable to  Him.  Of  course  He  does  not  wish  His  work  undone  or  coun- 
teracted in  any  manner  or  degree ;  of  course  He  will  be  pleased  to  see  the 
various  powers  of  His  creatures  voluntarily  exercised  in  attempting  to  co- 
operate with  His  power  and  will ;  and  it  is  equally  certain  that  He  will  be 
lest  pleased  by  that  voluntary  exercise  of  their  powers  which  is  so  intelli- 
gently directed  as  CLctuaUy  to  forward  His  purposes. 

Worship  is  honor,  reverence,  allegiance  or  love  to  God  (one  or  all  of 
these)  manifested  in  act. 

Assuming  the  actual  existence  of  these  dispositions  in  our  hearts,  how 
shall  we  appropriately  manifest  them  to  God  and  to  our  fellow-men  ?  This 
is  the  question.  Perhaps  we  shall  best  find  the  answer  by  dividing  this 
into  three  questions. 

1.  How  may  we  best  honor  God  ? 

2.  How  may  we  best  shew  Him  that  we  honor  Him  ? 

8.  How  may  we  best  show  cur  feUow-men  that  we  honor  Him  f 
Where  shall  we  find  the  answers  to  these  questions  ? 
It  seems  evident,  not  merely  that  we  should  refuse  no  ray  of  light, 
from  whatever  source,  that  may  come  to  us  upon  so  important  a  subject, 
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bat  that  we  should  seek  such  light  from  every  quarter ;  from  the  Scrip- 
tares  of  all  past  ages,  and  from  every  source  of  contemporary  wisdom ; 
from  the  works  of  God  in  material  nature — from  the  careful  investigations 
of  that  reason  which  lie  has  given  to  guide  ua  in  all  other  things — and 
from  that  which  we  judge  to  be  His  "  still,  small  voice,"  uttered  in  the 
depths  of  our  souls  when  we  are  most  withdrawn  from  prejudice,  passion, 
and  self-wilL  We  cannot  spare  one  of  these  sources  of  information ;  and 
in  comparing  and  selecting  from  them  all,  we  need  not  fear  that  one  indi- 
cation of  God's  will  will  contradict  another. 

How  may  we  best  honor  God  ? 

We  call  ourselves  His  children  and  His  servants.  The  love  belonging 
to  the  first  of  these  relations,  and  the  honor  incumbent  on  the  second,  are 
both  best  shown  by  obedience;  by  diligently  fulfilling  the  duties  of  chil- 
dren and  servants,  as  they  come  before  us,  day  by  day,  in  the  ordinary 
business  of  life;  by  tuing  the  talents  intrusted  to  us,  and  using  them  in 
each  a  manner  as  to  improve  ourselves  and  benefit  others ;  by  faithfully 
doing  the  work  for  which  we  were  sent  into  the  world,  that  is,  the  very 
-work,  great  or  small,  honored  or  despised  among  men,  which  our  inward 
powers  and  our  outward  circumstances  unite  in  pointing  out  as  our  proper 
dvsinese.  The  daily  doing  of  just  this  thing,  in  just  this  manner,  is  the 
very  best  method  of  honoring  our  Father,  God. 

But  how  may  we  best  show  Him  that  we  honor  Him  ? 

Does  not  the  question  answer  itself?  The  God  who  sees,  without  the 
possibility  of  mistake,  both  our  actions  and  our  motives — ^who,  being 
present  with  us,  has  beheld  every  circumstance  of  the  daily  life  we  have 
been  leading— does  not  need  to  be  informed  whether  we  wish  to  do  Him 
honor.  The  faithful  labor  in  our  ordinary  occupation  honored  Him  at  the 
time  it  was  performed,  and  He  knew  it ;  the  penitence  for  any  wrong  act, 
and  the  efibrt  at  amendment^  honored  Him  at  the  very  moment  when  the 
first  was  felt  and  the  second  made,  and  He  knew  it ;  the  attempt  to  im- 
prove ourselves  or  to  help  a  fellow-creature  honored  Him  when  each  was 
done,  and  He  knew  it ;  the  perseverance  under  difiicnlty,  the  patience 
nnder  provocation,  the  good  returned  for  evil,  the  aspiration  towards  every 
form  of  excellence,  the  rising,  undiscouraged,  after  every  fall,  each  one  of 
these  honored  God  then  and  there,  and  He  knew  it 

It  appears,  then,  tljat  God  does  not  need  any  demonstration  or  mani- 
festation of  a  purpose  on  our  part  to  do  Him  honor,  other  than  that  faith- 
ful fulfilment  of  our  daily  duties  which  in  itself  constitutes  that  honor,  and 
the  existence  and  purpose  of  Which  He  already  knows.  Moreover,  it  seems 
manifest,  that  for  the  doer  of  any  faithful  and  acceptable  service  to  go  to 
another  place  for  the  purpose  of  manifesting  to  God  that  he  wishes  to 
honor  Him,  as  if  He  were  more  present  elsewhere  than  in  the  place  where 
the  service  was  done,  or  as  if  He  could  receive  better  information,  \9  a 
questioning  both  of  His  omnipresence  and  His  omniscience,  and  thus  is  an 
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injurions  imputation  rather  than  an  honor.  On  the  other  hand,  the  oifer- 
ing  of  formal,  verbal  expressions  of  honor  to  God  by  one  who  has  not 
done,  and  is  not  disposed  to  do,  the  faithfnl  service  in  the  duties  of  life  of 
which  we  have  spoken,  would  be  hypocrisy  and  presumption. 

But,  how  little  soever  God  may  need  a  special  demonstration  for  the 
purpose  of  Bhowing  Him  our  honor  and  reverence,  do  not  men  need  one, 
for  their  own  sakes  ? 

In  a  world  where  we  are  often  solicited  by  pleasure  to  neglect  duty, 
and  where  we  are  so  connected  by  sympathy  with  our  fellow-beings  that 
the  knowledge  of  right  or  wrong  principles,  or  the  sight  of  right  or  wrong 
actions  in  others  has  often  a  powerful  influence  in  helping  or  hindering 
one^s  self,  is  there  not  an  obvious  advantage  in  some  manifestation  by 
which  those  who  can  not  read  the  heart,  especially  the  thoughtless,  the 
weak  and  the  wicked,  may  recognize  such  sound  principle,  active  faith  and 
sincere  piety  as  actually  exist  in  the  men  and  women  around  them?  Is 
not  a  sense  of  obligation  and  responsibility  to  God  so  important  a  part  of 
man's  character,  and  so  likely  to  tend  towards  an  active  sense  of  his  re- 
sponsibilities and  duties  to  his  fellow-men,  as  to  make  it  desirable  to  them 
to  know  in  whom  such  a  principle  really  exists? 

Admitting  that  these  questions  are  to  be  answered  in  the  affirmative, 
let  us  inquire  what  the  observances  now  in  use,  called  Public  Worship,  do 
to  supply  this  need,  and  whether  it  is  so  perfectly  supplied  as  to  leave  no 
room  for  amendment  ? 

The  method  ordinarily  taken  to  secure  the  advantagds  of  this  public 
expression  of  the  feelings  of  men  towards  God  is  the  same  in  kind,  how- 
ever different  in  detail,  among  Christians,  Jews,  Mohammedans,  and  Pa- 
gans. It  is  to  set  apart  a  certain  portion  of  time  from  ordinary  uses,  and 
call  it  holy  time ;  to  separate  a  certain  place  from  the  business  of  common 
life,  and  call  it  a  holy  place ;  to  set  apart  certain  men  from  the  ordinary 
methods  of  gaining  a  subsistence,  and,  after  they  have  passed  through  a 
prescribed  discipline  and  course  of  ceremonies,  to  call  them  a  consecratid 
or  Mcred  class ;  and  then,  periodically  assembling  at  the  time  and  in  the 
place  thus  designated,  and  using  the  mediation  of  the  persons  thus  conse- 
crated, to  express,  in  certain  customary  formulas,  that  which  they  consider 
it  reverential  and  proper  to  express  to  the  Creator.  This  is  called  Public 
Worship ;  and  some  periodical  simultaneous  demonstration  of  this  kind  is 
considered  indispensable  alike  by  Christians,  Jews,  Mohammedans  and 
Pagans,  in  addition  to  such  more  private  expression  of  devotional  feeling 
as  individuals  may  choose,  either  for  themselves  or  their  families,  or  both. 

We  have  seen  that  such  demonstrations,  considered  in  their  a5|)ect 
towards  God,  are  useless  and  unsatisfactory,  being  a  formal  attempt  to  tell 
Him  something  that  He  already  knows.  But  they  have  other  objection- 
able features. 

Since  the  observances  practised  by  people  of  various  forms  of  religion 
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in  our  country,  inoludiDg,  as  essential  component  parts,  the  recognition  of 
holy  times,  holy  places,  holy  rites  or  ceremonies,  and  consecrated  or  sacred 
persons,  are  represented  to  the  people  of  those  sects,  as  appointments  of 
God,  whose  favor  will  be  more  surely  gained  by  the  nse  of  these  instnimen- 
talities;  we  find  an  additional  objection  to  the  present  system  of  Pablio 
Worship  in  the  misrepresentation  thereby  perpetuated  of  the  character 
and  commands  of  God,  and  in  the  perversion  of  the  venerated  name  of 
Jesus  of  Nazareth,  who  is  represesented  as  having  appointed  these  super- 
stitious observances. 

Again.  The  invention  of  these  observances,  and  the  inculcation  of  them 
in  the  name  of  God,  is  not  only  a  misuse  of  His  name,  and  a  libel  upon  His 
character;  but  it  is  an  attempt,  which  must  in  the  nature  of  things  be 
vain  and  nugatory,  to  invent  new  duties,  and  gain  credit  with  God  for  the 
performance  of  them,  even  while  we  leave  the  duties  that  are  6btiou$ly  of 
His  appointment  very  imperfectly  performed. 

Every  attempt  to  elevate  things  evil  in  themselves,  or  trivial  and  use- 
less in  themselves,  to  the  dignity  of  duties,  and  to  represent  thdm  as  suited 
to  gain  for  us  the  favor  of  our  Creator,  does  harm  in  all  these  ways :  it 
violates  the  truth ;  it  corrupts  and  degrades  our  idea  of  the  perfection  of 
God,  which  of  course  re-acts  injuriously  upon  our  own  characters  ;  it  sets 
up  a  low  and  a  false  standard,  by  which  to  guide  our  aspirations,  and  mea- 
sure our  attainments;  it  wastes  upon  purely  factitious  and  useless  things 
that  resolution,  strength  and  fortitude,  the  whole  of  which  are  needed  |pr 
the  actual  duties  of  life,  and  that  power  of  self-restraint,  the  whole  of 
which  is  needed  to  combat  its  actual  temptations ;  and  it  adds  to  the  diffi- 
culty of  distinguishing  hypocritical  pretenders  to  piety ;  since  these  can 
and  will  go  through  the  factitious  observances,  and  gain  the  credit  con- 
nected witii  them,  as  seriously  and  punctiliously  as  honest  men.  Thus  the 
pretences,  (all  seriously  urged,  at  the  present  day,  by  one  form  of  religion 
or  another  in  our  own  country,)  that  a  man  will  more  surely  render  him- 
self acceptable  to  God  by  cutting  off  a  part  of  his  body — or  by  renouncing 
marriage— or  by  wearing  a  peculiar  garb— or  by  occasionally  going  with- 
out hb  dinner— or  by  committing  his  whole  life  implicitly  to  the  guidance 
of  a  person,  assumed  to  be  consecrated  or  sacred — or  by  periodically  re- 
ceiving, from  the  hands  of  such  a  person,  a  bit  of  bread  and  a  sip  of  wine— 
or  by  yielding  to  such  a  person  his  own  body,  to  be  dipped  in  water — or 
the  body  of  his  infant  son,  to  be  sprinkled— or  the  body  and  soul  of  his 
grown  up  daughter,  to  be  kept  in  the  sort  of  prison  called  a  convent — are 
not  only  false  but  corrupting;  they  not  only  displace  and  nullify  a  certain 
amount  of  truth,  but  engraft  upon  the  character,  and  interweave  in  the 
life  a  certain  amount  of  pernicious  error ;  taking  the  aspect  of  religion 
without  being  really  religious,  they  not  only  give  us  the  false  for  the  true, 
but  they  give  us  erroneous  notions  about  what  the  true  religion  is. 

We  have  now  to  consider  whether  that  part  of  the  Sabbatical  observ- 
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anoes  in  use  in  this  conntrj,  which  is  properly  called  Public  Worship, 
benefits  men.  Useless  in  its  relation  to  God,  does  it  assist  men  better  to 
folfil  any  of  the  duties  they  owe  each  other,  or  assnre  them  who,  among 
their  fellow-men,  are  most  honest  and  worthy,  soundest  in  mind,  or  firm- 
est in  principle  ? 

It  is  plain  that  Public  Worship  neither  does  nor  can  fulfil  the  function 
last  mentioned,  of  enabling  us  to  discriminate  between  good  and  bad  meo, 
by  observing  who  practise  it  and  who  do  not,  because  the  external  actions 
in  which  it  consists  can  be,  and  are,  performed  as  thoroughly  by  the  hypocrite 
as  the  saint.  While  attendance  on  these  observances  remains  as  reputable  as 
at  present,  bad  men  will  of  course  use.  so  cheap  and  easy  a  means  of  seem- 
ing to  bf»  good  men.  The  audience  at  any  particular  church,  on  any  par- 
ticular occasion,  will  certainly  be,  as  to  character,  a  promiscuous  audience, 
consisting  of  persons  good,  bad,  and  indifferent.  The  mere  fact  of  a  regu- 
lar attendance  at  church,  chapel,  synagogue,  or  meeting-house,  may  be  re- 
ferable to  so  many  and  such  various  causes,  that  it  gives  no  indication 
whatever  of  a  man's  real  character.  Practically,  the  rule  which  Jesus 
gave — "  By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them  " — will  less  frequently  mislead 
us,  in  judging  of  the  characters  of  men,  than  any  other. 

Tliis  fact  then  guides  us  to  a  correct  answer  to  our  third  qaestion — How 
may  we  best  manifest  to  our  fellow-men  that  we  honor  and  reverence 
God? 

•  We  reply — First,  and  chiefly,  by  a  life  which  shall  show  this  to  all  who 
see  us ;  by  quietly  regulating  the  business  and  pleasure,  the  labor,  rest, 
and  recreation  of  every  day,  in  conformity  to  what  we  understand  to  be 
God's  will :  next,  by  frankly  saying,  when  the  doing  of  a  wrong  thing  ia 
proposed  to  us  by  another  person,  whether  that  other  person  be  wicked  or 
weak,  or  merely  thoughtless,  ^*I  cannot  do  it,  because  it  seems  to  roe  to  be 
wrong ;  because  it  is  inconsistent  with  my  idea  of  my  duty  to  Qod :"  and 
lastly,  by  being  always  ready,  as  Paul  reoommends,  to  give  to  every  one 
who  asks  it  a  reason  for  our  faith  or  our  works. 

Will  not  such  a  life  publish  to  our  world,  large  or  small,  snoh  honcnr 
and  reverence  as  we  really  feel  for  the  Creator,  quite  as  thoroughly  and 
efficiently  as  conformity  to  the  round  of  petty  superstitions  heretofore  de- 
scribed ?  quite  as  thoroughly  and  efficiently  as  a  ^*  profession  of  religion " 
in  the  broad  aisle  of  a  church  ?  (a  declaration  of  your  courage  when  then 
is  no  enemy  in  sight) — a  ceremonial  show  of  purification  with  water,  as  if 
yon  lived  in  the  dispensation  of  types  and  shadows — ^a  monthly  ceremony 
of  eating  bread  when  you  are  not  hungry,  and  drinking  wine  when  you  are 
not  thirsty,  as  if  these  could  show  or  produce  any  excellence  of  character— 
and  a  weekly  attendance  on  vicarious  devotional  performances,  whether  or 
not  they  express,  or  excite,  your  own  **  soul's  sincere  desire,"  and  whether 
or  not  the  sermon  accompanying  them  is  to  your  edification? 

We  propose,  then,   lliat  the  advantages   legicimatelj   belonging  to 
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an  acknowledgment  before  men,  of  onr  faith  in,  and  allegiance  to  our 
Heavenly  Father,  be  secnred  in  the  most  simple  and  natural  manner :  first, 
by  a  life  so  obvioosly  in  accordance  with  snch  faith  and  allegiance,  as  shaU 
compel  belief  in  it ;  and  next,  by  making  verbal  profession  of  it  in  the 
very  times  when,  and  in  the  very  places  where,  and  to  the  very  persons 
by  whom  snch  a  declaration  is  especially  needed ;  by  an  explicit  statement 
on  the  spot,  of  onr  determination  to  obey  the  will  of  God,  or  the  laws  of 
doty,  to  whatever  person  shall  venture  to  propose  to  na  any  thing  implying 
that  we  forget  or  disregard  those  oonsideradona 

Since  Public  Worship  in  our  country  is  combined  willi  preaching  or  in- 
struction, we  will  guard,  as  far  as  may  be,  against  misconstruction,  by  re- 
peating, that  we  have  here  been  speaking  only  of  the  former. 

Every  human  being  needs  religious  instruction,  and  it  is  highly  impor- 
tant to  the  public  welfare,  that  means  should  be  provided  for  it  to  be  given 
and  received.  But  this  could  be  done  quite  independently  of  the  present 
forms  of  Public  Worship. 

The  intelligent  reader  will  also  notice,  that  we  have  neither  expressed 
nor  implied  any  objection  to  the  idea  or  the  practice  of  prayer — the  com- 
manion  of  the  individual  soul  with  its  Maker — such  prayer  as  Jesus  of 
Nazaretli  inculcated  in  the  Well-known  saying,  *^  When  thou  prayest,  enter 
into  thy  closet  and  shut  thy  door."  Every  human  being  feels  the  need, 
some  more,  some  less  frequently,  of  entering  into  communication  with 
God,  and  obtaining  somewhat  of  Him ;  and  it  is  an  unspeakable  blessing, 
that  at  all  times,  and  in  all  places,  he  who  feels  this  need  may  mentally 
address  a  present  and  loving  Father,  and  know  that  his  request  is  heard 
and  heeded  by  Infinite  Wisdom,  Power  and  Gk>odnes8,  who  will  certainly 
do  for  him  either  thus  or  better.  Both  these  points,  the  need  of  instruc- 
tion, and  the  benefit  of  individual  prayer,  are  taken  for  granted  as 
obvious.  J  14^4/4 -c^tiVaA^ 

.  We  will  close  with  a  single  qwcwioti  to  those  young  persons  who,  with 
sound  principles  and  good  purposes,  have  yet  felt  under  a  certain  restraint 
in  regard  to  the  expression  of  them. 

Pious  language,  or  language  exhibiting  an  habitual  remembrance  of,  and 
regard  to,  our  responsibility  to  God,  has  become  (as  we  think,  through  its 
cnstomary  connection  with  the  factitious  and  useless  observances  of  which 
we  have  been  speaking,)  a  damaged  phraseology.  It  has  been  so  long  and 
so  grossly  abused,  that  its  use  is  apt  to  suggest  to  our  minds  cant,  rather 
than  true  reverence  and  sincere  religious  feeling,  in  him  who  uses  it  This 
double  perversion,  first  of  the  language  of  piety  by  those  who  commonly 
nse  it,  and  next  of  the  sentiments  which  would  naturally  be  called  up  by 
'snch  language  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  hear  it,  may  fairly  be  laid  to  the 
charge  of  the  popular  or  orthodox  churches,  whose  pious  talk  stands  so 
grossly  in  contrast  with  their  lives.  But  we  are  not  to  acquiesce  in  this 
desecration  of  language,  so  natural  and  so  needfal  as  tlie  language  of  alle- 
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gianoe  and  love  to  our  Oreator.  Qod  is  onr  Father  and  onr  Friend,  as 
well  as  our  Master ;  and  if  we  are  sometimes  called  to  vindicate  onr  rela- 
tion ot  duty  to  Him,  in  the  face  of  the  worldling,  we  are  no  less  authorized 
to  declare  our  relation  of  love  to  Ilim,  in  the  face  of  the  chnrchling. 

Of  tlie  things  which  we  have  spoken,  this  is  the  sum. 

The  real  advantages  of  an  open  expression  of  such  honor,  reverence, 
allegiance  and  love,  as  we  really  feel  towards  God,  are  not  secured  bj  the 
method  at  present  in  vogue,  of  periodically  meeting  in  a  public  place  to 
my  that  we  feel  those  things ;  on  the  contrary,  thb  method  is  attended  by 
special  disadvantages  and  evils : 

The  method  which  does  secure  these  advantages,  and  which  seems 
adapted  to  secure  them  in  the  best  possible  manner,  is  the  expression  of 
our  feelings  of  honor,  reverence,  allegiance  or  love  to  God,  by  speech  or  by 
action,  as  the  case  requires,  wJien  and  where  nteh  expression  is  naturally 
called  for^  is  connection  with  thb  pubuo  and  pbtvate  business  of  bvxbt 

DAT  OP  EVEBT  MAN's  LIPB. 

Id  the  PenDfylvaoia  Yearly  Meeting  of  ProgreMire  Friends,  Sixth  monUi,  Sd,  the  foregoljig 
paper,  from  the  pen  of  Chahles  K.  Whippls,  of  Boston,  was  read,  eliciting  many  expressions  of 
satisfaction.  The  Meeting  heartily  concurred  in  directing  it  to  be  published  with  its  pro- 
ceedings. 

JOSEPH  A.  DUGDALE.        \ 
OLIVER  JOHNSON,  V  Ckrto. 

SIDNEY  PEIRCE  CURTIS, ) 


The  Tkub  Ouuboh. — By  his  Church  our  Savior  did  not  mean  a  party, 
bearing  the  name  of  a  human  leader,  distinguished  by  a  form  or  an  opinion, 
and,  on  the  ground  of  this  distinction^  denying  the  name  or  character  of 
Christians  to  all  but  themselves.  He  means  by  it  the  body  of  his  friendis 
and  followers,  who  truly  imbibe  his  spirit^  no  matter  by  what  name  they 
are  called,  in  what  house  they  worship,  by  what  peculiarities  of  mode  and 
opinion  they  are  distinguished,  nnder  what  sky  tliey  live,  or  what  language 
they  speak.  These  are  the  true  Church — men  made  better,  made  holy, 
virtuous,  by  his  religion — men  who,  hoping  in  his  promises,  keep  his 
commandments. — William  Ellert  Channing. 
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PRIACHBD  AT  THE  PMNSTLVAJHA  TEAELT  METING    OF  PE0GRB8SIVB 
FRIENDS,  FIFTH  MONTH  30TH  AND  3I8T,  1858. 


By  THEODORE   PARKE R,> 
MitUtUr  qfiJU  XXVJinh  OmgregaHonal  JSocieiy  ir^  JBotUm, 


SERMON  I. 

THE  PROGRESSIVE  DEVELOPMENT  OF  THE  CONCEPTION  OF  GOD 
IN  THE  BOOKS  OF  THE  BIBLE. 

For  the  Lord  thj  God  is  a  coniuming  fire^— Dkxtt.  It.  94. 
God  if  loTe.~l  JOHK  iT.  1& 

Soil B  years  ago  I  spoke  to  yon  '^  Of  the  Relation  between  the  Eccle- 
siastical InstitatioDs  and  the  Religions  Oonscionsness  of  the  American 
People.'^  I  am  now  here  again  to  speak  on  great  and  kindred  themes. 
Ton  have  no  authoritative  Scriptures;  your  Bible  is  the  Universe,  the 
World  of  Matter  your  Old  Testament,  the  World  of  Man  the  New.  In 
both  there  are  revelations  every  day,  for  that  canon  is  not  closed,  nor  ever 
mrill  be.  With  the  catholic  spirit  of  Universal  Religion  one  of  your  Clerks 
has  just  read  from  the  Scriptures  of  the  Chinese,  the  Hindoos,  the  Persians, 
the  Mohammedans,  the  Hebrews,  and  the  Christians.  There  is  one  Mate- 
rial Nature  about  us  all,  one  Human  Nature  in  us  all,  one  Divine  Nature, 
one  Infinite  God  above  us  all,  immanent  in  each,  and  equally  near  to  the 
Buddhist  and  the  Christian,  equally  loving  to  all.  He  is  no  respecter  of 
sects  more  than  of  persons.  I  wish  to  speak  of  the  notions  men  have  of 
God,  and  of  the  effect  thereof.  So,  if  your  business  allow  and  your  patience 
will  endure  so  much,  I  will  preach  four  Sermons : 

I.  Of  thb  Pbogbessivb  Devblopmbnt  of  thb  Conoeption  of  God  in 
TUB  Boobs  of  thb  Bible. 

II.  Of  thb  Eoolbsiastioal  Conception  of  God,  and  its  Relation  to 

THB  SoiBNTIFIO  AND  ReUGIOUS  WaNTS  OF  THIS  AgB. 

in.  Of  the  Natdbal  ob  Philosophioal  Idea  of  God,  and  its  Re- 
lation TO  THE  SoiBNTIFIO  AND  ReUGIOUS  WaNTS  OF  THE  AgE. 
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IV.  Of  thb  Soul's  Normal  Dbuoht  in  thb  Infiniti  God. 

These  are  all  great  themes,  of  interest  to  mankind — not  least,  I  think, 
to  Progressive  Friends. 

This  morning  I  ask  jonr  attention  to  some  Thoughts  on  the  ProgresmTe 
Development  of  the  Conception  of  God  in  the  varions  Books  of  the  Bible. 

In  the  hnman  race  nothing  is  ever  still ;  the  stream  of  humanity  rolls 
continually  forward,  change  following  change ;  nation  succeeds  to  nation, 
theology  to  theology,  thought  to  thought.  Taken  as  a  whole,  this  change 
is  a  Progress,  an  ascent  from  the  lower  and  ruder  to  the  higher  and  more 
comprehensive.  Individuals  die,  special  families  pass  of^  nations  go  under ; 
and  a  whole  race,  like  the  American  Indians,  may  perish,  and  their  very 
blood  be  dried  up  from  the  ground ;  yet  still  mankind  survives,  and  all  the 
material  or  spiritual  good  achieved  by  any  race,  nation,  family,  individual, 
reverts  at  last  to  mankind,  who  not  only  has  eminent  domain  over  the 
earth,  but  is  likewise  heir  at  history  of  Moses,  of  the  Heraolides,  of  Egypt, 
and  of  the  American  Indians.  So  of  much  that  slips  out  from  the  decaying 
hand  of  the  individual  or  the  race,  nothing  is  ever  lost  to  humanity ;  much 
is  outgrown,  nought  wasted.  The  milk-teeth  of  the  baby  are  as  neceenarj 
as  the  meat-teeth,  the  biters  and  grinders  of  the  adult  man.  Little  Ikie 
Newton  had  a  top  and  a  hoop ;  spinning  and  trundling  were  as  needful  to 
the  boy  as  mathematical  rules  of  calculation  to  the  great  and  world- 
renowned  Sir  Isaac.  The  Progress  of  Mankind  is  continuous  and  onward, 
as  much  subject  to  a  natural  law  of  development  as  our  growth  from  baby- 
hood to  adult  life. 

Ton  see  this  change  and  progress  in  all  departments  of  human  activity, 
in  Religion  and  Theology,  as  distinct  as  in  spinning  and  weaving.  Theolog- 
ical ideas  are  instruments  for  making  character,  as  carpenters'  tools  for 
making  houses.  Take  the  long  sweep  of  four  thousand  years  that  history- 
runs  over,  and  the  improvement  in  theological  ideas  is  as  remarkable  as  the 
change  in  carpenters'  tools.  You  see  this  progress  especially  in  the  Con- 
ception of  God,  and  in  the  Worship  that  is  paid  to  him  conformable  to  that 
conception.  Here  the  change  is  continuous,  and  the  progress  is  full  of 
encouragement  for  the  future. 

What  unlikeness  in  the  conceptions  of  God  which  Christian  men  have 
to-day!  The  notion  of  God  set  forth  in  certain  churches  differs  from 
yours  and  mine  more  than  Moloch  differs  from  Jehovah.  Certainly  the 
God  which  some  ministers  scare  their  congregations  withal,  is  to  me  only 
a  Devil — a  Devil  who  has  no  existence,  and  never  appears  out  of  the  theo- 
logical graveyard,  where  this  ghost  of  buried  superstitions  "  walks  "  from 
time  to  time  to  frighten  men  into  the  momentary  panic  of  a  revival. 

The  Bible  has  become  the  Sacred  Book  of  all  Christendom.  It  is  not 
only  valued  for  its  worth,  which  is  certainly  very  great,  but  still  more  for 
its  fancied  authority — ^because  it  is  thought  to  be  a  Revelation,  made  di- 
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reotly  and  miraculously  bj  God,  to  certain  men  whom  he  inspired  with 
tlie  doctrine  it  contains.  Now,  Grod  must  know  himself,  and  that  perfectly, 
and  if  he  make  a  revelation  thereof,  he  most  portray  himself  exactly  as 
he  is.  So  it  is  maintained  in  all  Christendom,  that  to  learn  the  character 
of  God,  yon  are  not  to  go  to  the  World  of  Matter,  or  to  the  World  of  Man, 
but  only  to  Rereladon,  which  mirrors  back  to  yon  his  exact  image  and 
likeness ;  giving  you  God,  the  whole  of  God,  and  nothing  but  God.  Ac- 
cordingly, it  is  said  that  the  conception  of  God  is  the  same  in  all  parts  of 
the  Bible,  howsoever  old  or  new,  without  variableness  or  shadow  of 
taming. 

But  when  you  come  to  look  at  the  Bible  itself,  and  study  it  part  by 
part,  and  then  put  the  results  of  your  study  into  a  whole,  you  find  a  re- 
markable difference  in  regard  to  the  character  of  God  himself,  that  de- 
pends on  the  general  civilization  and  enlightenment  of  the  times  and  the 
writers ;  the  fbrther  you  go  back,  the  ruder  all  things  become.  Take  the 
"whole  of  Greek  Literature,  from  Homer,  eleven  hundred  years  before 
Christ,  to  Anna  Oomnena,  eleven  hundred  years  after  him,  and  there  is  a 
great  change  in  the  poetic  representations  of  God.  The  same  thing  hap- 
pens in  the  books  of  the  Bible.  They  extend  over  twelve  or  thirteen  hun- 
dred years ;  it  may  be,  perhaps,  fourteen  hundred.  Perhaps  Genesis  is  the 
oldest  book,  and  the  Fourth  Gospel  the  newest.  What  a  difference  be- 
tween the  God  in  Genesis  and  that  in  the  Fourth  Gospel  I  Oan  any  thought- 
ful man  conceive  that  these  two  conflicting  and  various  notions  of  God, 
conld  ever  have  come  from  the  same  source?  Let  any  one  of  you  read 
through  the  book  of  Genesis,  and  then  the  Fourth  Gospel,  and  you  will  be 
astonished  at  the  diversity,  nay,  the  hostility  even,  between  the  God  in 
the  old  book  and  the  new  one.  Then,  and  at  some  subsequent  time,  look 
at  the  various  books  between  the  two,  and  you  see  what  different  notions 
of  the  Divine  Being  there  are  in  this  ^^  infallible  miraculous  revelation  of 
God." 

Let  us  look  at  this  great  matter  in  some  details,  and  to  see  just  what  the 
ikcts  are,  sAd  make  tlie  whole  matter  as  clear  as  noonday  light,  divide  the 
Bible  into  its  three  great  parts,  the  Old  Testament,  the  Apocrypha,  and 
the  New  Testament.  In  the  Old  Testament,  Genesis  may  perhaps  have 
been  written  in  its  present  form,  about  a  thousand  years  before  Christ, 
though  some  scholars  put  it  a  few  hundreds  of  years  nearer  our  own  time ; 
at  any  rate  it  seems  to  have  been  compiled  from  ancient  documents,  some  of 
them,  perhaps,  existing  thirteen  or  fourteen  hundred  years  before  the  birth 
of  Christ,  though  others  are  clearly  later.  The  book  of  Daniel,  a  spurious 
work,  was  evidently  written  between  170  and  160  years  before  Christ.  In 
the  Apocrypha,  the  book  of  Ecclesiasticus  is,  perhaps,  the  oldest  work, 
and  seems  to  have  been  written  about  180  years  before  the  birth  of  Jesus. 
The  latest  book  is  the  Wisdom  of  Solomon,  of  uncertain  date.  In  the  New 
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Testament,  Panrs  Epistle  to  the  GkdaUaas  is  the  oldest,  and  was  perhaps 
written  58  or  60  years  after  Ohrist ;  the  Fonrth  €k>spel,  I  tliink,  is  the 
last,  and  was  written,  perhaps,  120  or  140  years  after  Ohrist  There  are 
seventy  books  in  the  canonical  and  apocryphal  Bible.  With  the  exception 
of  foorteen  prophets,  Ezra,  Nehemiah,  David  and  Asaph — the  two  anthers 
of  some  thirty  or  forty,  perhaps  fifty  of  the  Psalms, — ^we  know  the  name 
of  no  writer  of  the  nine-and-thirty  books  of  the  Old  Testament  Of  the 
Apocrypha  we  know  the  name  of  the  writer  of  the  book  of  Eoclesiasticns, 
of  him  no  more ;  of  others  not  even  that  In  the  New  Testament  it  seems 
clear  that  Panl  wrote  the  Epistle  to  the  Galatians,  that  to  the  Romans,  the 
two  to  the  Oorinthians;  bnt  I  doubt  if  we  are  certain  who  wrote  any  other 
of  its  twenty-seven  books  1  Here,  then,  out  of  seventy  biblical  books,  con- 
taining the  wriUngs  of  more  than  one  hundred  authors,  we  know  the 
names  of  fourteen  Hebrew  Prophets,  two  Psalmists,  two  other  writers  in 
the  Old  Testament,  one  in  the  Apocrypha,  one  in  the  New  Testament- 
twenty  men !  This  fact  that  we  know  so  little  of  the  authorship  of  the 
biblical  books  is  fatal  to  their  authority  as  a  standard  of  faith,  but  it  does 
not  in  the  smallest  degree  affect  their  value  as  religious  documents,  or  as 
signs  of  the  times  when  they  were  written.  I  don^t  care  who  made  the 
vane  on  the  steeple,  if  it  tell  which  way  the  wind  blows — ^that  is  all  I 
want:  I  don't  know  who  reared  these  handsome  flowers ;  it  matters  not; 
their  beauty  and  fragrance  tell  their  own  story.  We  know  the  time  the 
documents  came  from,  and  they  are  monuments  of  the  varions  ages, 
though  we  know  not  who  made  or  put  them  together. 

Now  look  at  the  conception  of  God  in  the  first  and  last  of  these 
three  divisions.  Of  course,  in  the  brevity  of  a  morning's  sermon  I  can  only 
select  the  most  remarkable  and  characteristic  things.  I  shall  begin  with 
the  oldest  part  of  the  Old  Testament,  and  end  with  the  latest  part  of  the 
New. 

I.  At  first,  it  seems,  the  Hebrews  believed  in  many  gods,  and  no  effort 
of  the  wisest  and  best  men  could  keep  the  nation  from  fialling  back  to  idol- 
atry for  centuries.  It  was  not  until  after  the  Babylonian  Captivity,  which 
began  in  686  B.  C,  and  ended  about  eighty  years  later,  that  the  Israelites 
renounced  their  idolatry ;  then  contact  with  monotheistic  and  civilized 
people  corrected  this  vice. 

At  first,  in  the  Bible,  Jehovah  appears  as  one  God  amongst  others,  and 
seems  to  have  his  conncil  of  gods  nbout  him.  Next  he  is  the  special  God 
of  the  descendants  of  Jaoob,  and  called  the  God  of  Israel.  By  and  by  he 
is  represented  as  stronger  than  any  of  the  other  gods ;  he  can  beat  them  in 
battle,  though  sometimes  he  gets  worsted.  Finally  he  is  the  only  God, 
and  has  regard  for  all  nations,  thongh  he  still  takes  special  care  of  the 
Hebrews,  who  are  his  chosen  people.  The  book  of  Job,  I  think,  is  the 
only  one  id  the  Old  Testament  which  makes  it  appear  that  God  cares 
for  all  men  alike,  and  this  seems  to  be  the  only  book  in  the  Old  Testa- 
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ment  which  was  not  written  by  a  Jew.  I  think  it  is  one  of  the  latest 
books  in  that  collection. 

Now  see  what  character  is  ascribed  to  God  in  the  earliest  documents 
of  the  Bible.  The  first  five  books  of  Moses  are  the  oldest ;  they  contain 
the  most  rude  and  unspiritual  ideas  of  God.  He  is  represented  as  a  very 
limited  and  imperfect  being.  He  makes  the  world  in  six  days,  part  by  part, 
one  thing  at  a  time,  as  a  mechanic  does  his  work.  He  makes  man  out  of 
dost,  in  ^'  his  own  image  and  likenesn,"  breathes  into  him,  and  he  becomes 
a  living  soul.  God  looks  on  the  world,  when  he  has  finished  it,  and  is 
pleased  with  his  work,  ^*  and  behold  it  was  very  good.''  But  he  is  tired 
with  his  week's  work,  rests  on  the  seventh  day,  and  "was  reft-eshed."  The 
next  week  he  looks  at  his  work,  to  see  how  it  goes  on,  and  he  finds  that 
he  must  mend  it  a  little.  All  animals  rejoice  in  their  mates,  but  thought- 
ful Adam  wanders  lone ;  he  must  have  his  Eve.  So  God  puts  him  into  a 
deep  sleep,  takes  one  of  his  ribs,  makes  a  woman  of  it,  and  the  next  morn- 
ing there  is  a  help  meet  for  him.  But  the  new  man  and  woman  behave 
rather  badly.  God  comes  down  and  walks  in  the  garden  in  the  cool  of  the 
day,  calls  Adam  and  Eve,  inquires  into  their  behavior,  chides  them  for  their 
misconduct,  and,  in  consequence  of  their  wrong  deed,  he  is  very  angry  with 
all  thingSj  and  curses  the  serpent,  curses  Eve,  curses  Adam,  and  even  the 
ground.  The  man  and  woman  have  tasted  of  the  Tree  of  Knowledge,  and 
he  turns  them  out  of  the  garden  of  Eden  lest  they  should  also  eat  of  the 
Tree  of  Life,  and  thereby  live  forever.  By  and  by  God  repents  that  he 
made  man,  and  *'  it  grieved  him  at  his  heart,"  they  behave  so  badly ;  so 
in  his  wrath  he  sweeps  off  all  mankind,  except  eight  persons ;  but  after 
the  flood  is  over,  Noah  offers  a  burnt  offering,  and  God  smells  the  sweet 
savor  and  is  pacified,  and  says  he  will  not  again  curse  the  ground ;  and 
he  will  never  destroy  the  human  race  a  second  time. 

To  know  what  happens,  he  must  go  from  place  to  place :  thus  he  under- 
stands that  the  people  are  building  a  tower,  and  comes  near  enough  to  look 
at  it,  and,  not  liking  the  undertaking,  he  says,  "  Go  to  now,  let  us  go  down 
and  confound  their  language,  that  they  may  not  understand  one  another's 
speech ;"  he  scatters  them  abroad,  and  they  cannot  build  the  tower,  which 
was  to  reach  up  to  heaven.  Afterwards  he  hears  bad  news  from  Sodom 
and  Gomorrah,  that  "  their  sin  is  grievous."  He  does  not  quite  credit  the 
tidings,  and  says,  "  I  will  go  down  now,  and  see  whether  they  have  done 
altogether  according  to  the  cry  of  it,  which  is  come  unto  me,  and  if  not,  I 
will  know."  He  talks  with  Abraham,  who  pleads  for  sparing  the  wicked 
city,  beats  Abraham  in  argument,  and,  "  as  soon  as  he  had  left  communing 
with  Abraham,"  "  the  Lord  went  his  way." 

God  appears  to  men  visibly — to  Adam,  Noah,  Abraham,  Jacob,  and  to 
Moses.  He  talks  with  all  those  persons  in  the  most  familiar  way,  in  the 
Hebrew  tongue :  "  The  Lord  talked  to  Moses  face  to  face,  as  a  man  speak- 
eth  with  his  brother."    He  makes  a  bargain  with  Abraham,  then  with 
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Jacob  and  his  ohildren.  It  is  soIoqidIj  ratified,  for  good  and  soffioient 
consideration  on  both  sides.  It  is  for  value  received :  God  conveys  a  great 
quantity  of  land  to  Abraham  and  his  posterity,  and  guarantees  the  titled 
they  are  to  circumcise  all  their  male  children  eight  days  after  birth ;  that 
ia  the  jocular  tenure  by  which  they  hold  Palestine.  God  swears  that  be 
will  keep  his  covenant,  and  though  sometimes  sorely  tempted  to  break  it, 
he  yet  adheres  to  the  oath : 

**  And  though  he  promiM  to  hia  Iom, 
He  makes  the  promiie  good." 

He  dines  with  Abraham,  coming  in  unexpected  one  day.  Abraham 
kills  a  calf,  '^  tender  and  good.^^  Sarah  makes  cakes  of  fine  meal,  extem- 
poraneously baked  on  the  hearth.  Butter  and  milk  are  set  forth,  and  God, 
with  two  attendants,  makes  his  dinner  I 

While  Moses  was  travelling  from  Midian  to  Egypt,  the  Lord  met  him 
at  a  tavern,  and  "  sought  to  kill  him,*^  but  Moses's  wife  circumcised  her  son 
before  God's  eyes — so  God  let  the  "bloody  husband"  go. 

He  is  partial,  hates  the  heathen,  takes  good  care  of  the  Jews,  not  be- 
cause they  deserve  it,  but  because  he  will  not  break  his  covenant.  He  is 
jealous ;  he  writes  it  with  his  own  finger  in  the  ten  commandments :  ^  I, 
the  Lord  thy  God,  am  a  jealous  God;"  and  again,  ^^  Jehovah,  his  name  is 
jealous."  He  is  vain  also,  and  longs  for  the  admiration  of  the  heathen, 
and  is  dissuaded  by  Moses  from  destroying  the  Israelites  when  they  had 
provoked  him,  lest  the  Egyptians  should  hear  of  it,  and  his  fame  should 
suffer. 

Look  at  this  account  of  one  of  God's  transactions  in  Numb.  xiv.  ^*  And 
the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  How  long  will  this  people  provoke  me  f  And 
how  long  will  it  be  ere  they  believe  me,  for  all  the  signs  which  I  have 
showed  among  them  ?  I  will  smite  them  with  the  pestilence,  and  disin- 
herit them,  and  will  make  of  thee  a  greater  nation,  and  mightier  than 
they."  And  Moses  replied :  "  Then  the  Egyptians  shall  hear  it,  and  they 
will  tell  it  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  land ;"  they  will  say,  "  Becau^  the 
Lord  was  not  able  to  bring  the  people  into  the  land  which  he  sware  unto 
them,  therefore  he  hath  slain  them  in  the  wilderness ;"  "  Pardon,  I  beseech 
thee,  the  iniquity  of  this  people  1"  So,  lest  the  Gentiles  should  think  him 
weak,  Jehovah  lets  the  Hebrews  off  for  a  time,  and  instead  of  destroying 
millions  of  men  at  once,  he  spreads  their  ruin  over  several  years.  "In 
this  wilderness  they  shall  be  consumed,  and  there  they  shall  die  I" 

He  is  capricious,  revengeful,  exceedingly  ill-tempered ;  he  has  fierce 
wrath  and  cruelty ;  he  is  angry  even  with  the  Hebrews,  and  one  day  says 
to  Moses,  "  Take  all  the  heads  of  the  people  (that  is  the  leading  men,  the 
citizens  of  eminent  gravity),  and  hang  them  up  before  the  Lord  against  the 
sun." 

Once  God  is  angry  with  the  people  who  murmur  against  Moses,  and 
says  to  him,  "  Get  you  up  from  among  this  congregation,  that  I  may  con- 
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snrne  them  as  in  a  moment  1"  Moees  is  more  merdftil  than  his  Qod ;  he 
mnst  appease  this  Deity,  who  is  ^^  a  consuming  fire/'  So  he  tells  Aaron, 
^^  Take  a  censer,  and  put  fire  therein  from  off  the  altar,  and  put  on  incense, 
and  go  quickly  unto  the  congregation,  and  make  an  atonement  for  them : 
for  there  is  wrath  gone  out  from  the  Lord  ;  the  plague  is  begun  I"  Aaron 
does  so,  and  the  plague  was  stayed,  though  not  till  the  fury  of  the  Lord 
had  killed  fourteen  thousand  and  seven  hundred  menl  (Numb.  xvi. 
41-^0).  God  hates  some  of  the  nations  with  relentless  wrath ;  Abraham 
interferes,  pleading  for  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  Moses  for  the  Israelites,  but 
nobody  cares  for  the  rest  of  the  people,  or  burns  incense  for  them,  and  so 
God  says,  ^*  I  will  utterly  put  out  the  remembrance  of  Amalek  from 
under  heaven."  All  the  Canaanites,  tlie  Hittitee,  the  Hivites,  the  Periz- 
zites,  the  Girgashites,  the  Amorites,  and  the  Jebusites,  are  to  be  rooted  out — 
seven  nations,  each  of  which  was  more  numerous  than  the  Hebrews :  "  Thou 
shalt  smite  them,  and  utterly  destroy  them ;  thou  shalt  make  no  covenant 
with  them,  nor  show  mercy  unto  them,"  saith  the  Lord.  The  Oanaanites 
and  Moabites  were  kindred  of  the  Hebrews,  of  the  same  ethnologic  tribe, 
but  they  could  not  enter  into  the  congregation  of  the  Lord  unto  the  tenth 
generation ! 

This  God— powerful,  terrible,  partial,  jealous,  often  ill-tempered,  wrath- 
ful, cruel,  bloody — is  to  be  worshipped  with  sacrifice,  the  blood  of  bulls 
and  goats,  with  costly  spectacles  by  the  priesthood,  who  sacrifice  to  him  in  a 
special  place,  at  particular  times ;  and  Grod  gives  the  most  minute  directions 
how  all  this  shall  be  done,  but  he  is  not  to  be  served  in  any  other  way, 
at  any  other  place. 

Such  seems  to  have  been  the  conception  of  God  with  the  leading  minds 
of  the  Hebrews  at  the  beginning  of  their  national  existence,  or  at  the 
later  day  when  the  early  books  were  deceitfully  compiled.  Now  see  how 
niuch  they  outgrew  it  at  a  later  day. 

The  highest  Old  Testament  idea  of  God  you  find  in  the  Proverbs  and 
the  later  Psalms,  which  were  written  only  four  or  five  hundred  years  after 
the  promulgation  of  those  extraordinary  documents  which  I  have  just 
qnoted.  In  these  (rod  is  represented  as  all- wise,  and  always  present  every- 
where. You  all  remember  that  exquisite  Psalm,  the  cxxxixth,  "  Whither 
shall  I  go  from  thy  spirit?  or  whither  shall  I  fiee  from  thy  presence?'* 
There  God  is  unchangeable  ;  his  eyes  are  in  every  place,  beholding  the 
evil  and  the  good ;  no  thought  can  be  withheld  from  him.  What  grand 
and  beautiful  conceptions  of  God  are  there  in  Psalms  ciii.,  civ.,  cvii.  1  So  in 
almost  the  whole  of  that  admirable  collection,  which  is  the  prayer-book 
of  Ohristendom  to-day,  and  will  be  till  some  man  with  greater  poetic 
genius,  united  with  the  tenderest  piety,  such  as  poets  seldom  feel,  shall 
come,  and,  in  the  language  of  earth,  sing  the  songs  of  the  Infinite  God. 

There  is  a  great  change  also  in  the  manner  of  worship.  At  first  it  was 
a  mere  external  act — offering  sacrifice,  a  bull,  a  goat,  a  lamb ;  nay,  Qod 
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oommands  Abraham  to  aaorifioe  Isaac,  and  the  fother  is  about  to  oomplj, 
bot  the  Deity  ohanges  his  own  mind  and  prevents  the  killing  of  the  boy. 
Listen  to  this  from  Psalm  li.,  and  see  what  a  change  thore  is :  ^^  Hare 
mercy  upon  me,  O  Gk>d,  according  to  thy  loving-kindness,  aocording  nnto 
the  multitude  of  thy  tender  mercies,  blot  out  my  transgressions.  Wash  me 
thoroughly  from  mine  iniquity,  and  cleanse  me  from  my  sin.  Create  in  me 
a  clean  heart,  0  God ;  and  renew  a  right  spirit  within  me.  Cast  me  not 
away  from  thy  presence ;  and  take  not  thy  Holy  Spirit  from  me.  For 
thou  desirest  not  sacrifice;  else  would  I  give  it:  thou  delightest  not  in 
burnt  offering.  The  sacrifices  of  God  are  a  broken  spirit,  a  broken  and  a 
contrite  heart,  O  Gt)d,  thou  wilt  not  despise." 

Look  at  this  from  Hosea:  "I  desire  mercy  and  not  sacrifice,  and  the 
knowledge  of  God  more  than  burnt-offering."  Or  this  of  Micah :  ^*  What 
doth  the  Lord  require  of  thee,  but  to  do  justly  and  love  mercy,  and  walk 
humbly  with  thy  God  ?"  What  a  progress  from  the  early  times  I  But 
even  to  the  last  book  of  the  Old  Testament  there  is  the  same  wrath  of 
GK)d.  The  world  has  seen  no  such  cursing  as  t-hat  of  the  Jews  in  the  name 
of  Jehovah.  Take  the  cixth  Psalm,  and  I  will  defy  the  hardest  of  you  to 
wish  worse  and  crueller  things  than  the  author  imprecates  against  his 
enemies : — ^*  Set  thou  a  wicked  man  over  him :  and  let  Satan  stand  at  his 
right  hand.  When  he  shall  be  judged,  let  him  be  condemned :  and  let  his 
prayer  become  sin.  Let  his  days  be  few ;  and  let  another  take  his  office. 
Let  his  duldren  be  fatherless,  and  his  wife  a  widow.  Let  his  children  be 
continually  vagabonds,  and  beg :  let  them  seek  their  bread  also  out  of 
their  desolate  places.  Let  the  extortioner  catch  all  that  he  hath ;  and  let 
the  stranger  spoil  his  labor.  Let  there  be  none  to  extend  mercy  unto  him ; 
neither  let  there  be  any  to  favor  his  fatherless  children.  Let  his  posterity 
be  cut  off ;  and  in  the  generation  following  let  their  name  be  blotted  out 
Let  the  iniquity  of  his  fathers  be  remembered  with  the  Lord ;  and  let  not 
the  sin  of  his  mother  be  blotted  out.    Let  them  be  before  the  Lord  oontin- 

ually,  that  he  may  cut  off  the  memory  of  them  from  the  earth As 

he  dothed  himself  with  cursing  like  as  with  a  garment,  so  let  it  come 
into  his  bowels  like  water,  and  like  oil  into  his  bones,"  vs.  6-15,  18.  I 
quote  these  because  they  are  seldom  read,  while  the  devout  and  holy  por- 
tions of  the  Psalms  are  familiar  to  all  men.  In  Bibles  which  have  laid  on 
the  pulpit  for  fifty  years,  and  those  read  in  private  from  generation  to  gen- 
eration, the  best  parts  are  worn  out  with  continuous  us^,  while  the  evil 
passages  are  still  fresh  and  new. 

I  think  no  Old  Testament  Jew  ever  got  beyond  this:  "Was  not  Esau 
JacoVs  brother?  saith  the  Lord:  yet  I  loved  Jacob  and  hated  Esau,"  (Mai. 
i.  2,  8.)  A  Psalmist  speaks  of  God  as  pursuing  his  enemies  with  wrath 
"like  a  mighty  man  that  shouteth  by  reason  of  wine."  The  Lord  God  of 
Israel  says  to  his  people,  "  I  myself  will  fight  against  you  with  an  out- 
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stretched  hand,  and  with  a  strong  arm,  even  in  anger,  and  in  ftny,  and  in 
great  wrath."  "  I  have  set  my  face  against  this  city  for  evil  and  not  for 
good."  If  they  do  not  repent,  his  "  ftiry  will  go  forth  like  fire,  and  hurn 
that  none  can  qnenoh  it ;"  and  ^^  this  house  shall  become  a  desolation." 

Here  is  a  terrible  pictare  of  the  Hebrew  God,  sketched  by  the  hand  of 
a  great  master  some  time  after  the  Babylonian  Oapdyity.  There  had  been 
a  great  battle  between  the  Edomites  and  Hebrews ;  God  comes  back  as  a 
conqueror,  the  people  see  him,  and  the  following  dialogue  takes  place : 

People : — Who  is  this  that  cometh  from  £dom  ? 
In  scarlet  garments  from  Bozrali  ? 
This  that  is  glorious  in  his  apparel, 
Proud  in  the  greatness  of  his  strength? 

JeJiovah: — ^I  that  proclaim  deliverance, 
And  am  mighty  to  save. 

People : — Wherefore  is  thine  apparel  red, 

And  thy  garments  like  those  of  one  that  treadeth  the  wine-vat  ? 

Jehawih: — ^I  have  trodden  the  wine-vat  alone, 

And  of  the  nations  there  was  none  with  me. 

And  I  trod  them  in  mine  anger, 

And  I  trampled  them  in  my  ftiry, 

So  that  their  life-blood  was  sprinkled  upon  my  garments, 

And  I  have  stained  all  my  apparel. 

For  the  day  of  vengeance  was  in  my  heart — 

I  trod  down  the  nations  in  my  anger ; 

I  crushed  them  in  my  fury. 

And  spilled  their  blood  upon  the  ground."* 

^^  Home-keeping  youths  have  ever  homely  wits,"  says  the  proverb ;  it 
is  not  less  trud  of  nations  than  of  men.  Tlie  religious,  but  idolatrous  Jews 
met  a  monotheistic  people  in  their  captivity  in  Babylon,  and  came  back 
with  better  ideas.  Tet  much  of  the  old  theological  evil  lingered  still. 
Ezra,  Nehemiah,  and  the  author  of  the  book  of  Daniel,  devout  men,  in- 
tensely bigoted,  knew  only  *^  the  great  and  dreadful  God ; "  that  is  the 
name  the  last  of  them  calls  Jehovah.  But  from  the  first  five  books  of  the 
Old  Testament  to  the  Proverbs  and  later  Psalms  there  is  great  progress. 

n.  You  come  to  the  New  Testament,  and  here  you  do  not  find  much 
literary  excellence  in  the  writers.  Wild  flowers  of  exquisite  beauty  spring 
up  around  the  feet  of  Jesus ;  only  in  the  Revdation  do  you  find  any  thing 
which  indicates  a  large  talent  for  literature,  neither  the  nature  which  is  bom 
iu  the  man  of  genius,  nor  the  art  which  comes  from  exquisite  culture.  The 
Fourth  Gospel  was  writ,  apparently,  by  some  Alexandrian  Greek,  a  man  of 
nice  philosophic  culture  and  fancy.  Paul  had  great  power  of  deductive  logic. 
A  grand  poetic  imagination  appears  in  that  remarkable  book,  the  Apoca- 

*  Dr.  Noyes's  Translation. 
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lypse.  Bat,  taken  as  a  whole,  \n  respect  to  literary  art^  the  New  Testament 
is  (i^eatly  inferior  to  the  best  parts  of  the  Apoorypha  and  Old  Testament 
It  compares  with  Job,  the  Psalms,  Isaiah,  Jeremiah,  fioclesiasticns,  and  the 
Wisdom  of  Solomon,  as  the  works  of  the  early  Qnakers  compare  with 
Hooker,  Taj  lor,  Herbert.  Oudworth  and  Milton ;  and  yet,  spite  of  the  lack 
of  cultare,  literary  art,  and  poetic  genius,  in  the  New  Testament  as  in  Foz« 
Nayler,  Penn,  and  other  early  Quakers,  there  is  a  spirit  not  to  be  fonnd 
in  the  well-born  and  learned  writers  who  went  before. 

1.  In  the  New  Testament,  look  first  at  the  conception  which  Jesus  has 
of  God.  I  shall  take  it  only  from  the  first  tliree  Gospels.  In  that  accord- 
ing to  Matthew  I  think  we  have  his  early  notion  of  God.  He  calls  him 
Father.  The  same  word  is  now  and  then  applied  to  God  in  the  Old  Tes- 
tament, but  there  I  think  it  means  only  Father  to  the  Jews,  not  to  other 
nations.  But  it  seems  that  some  of  the  Greeks  and  Jews  in  Jesus^s  own 
time  applied  it  to  him,  as  if  he  were  the  father  of  all  men.  As  Jesus 
makes  the  Lord^s  Prayer  out  of.  the  litanies  which  were  current  in  his 
time,  so  he  uses  the  common  name  for  the  Deity  in  the  common  sense. 
With  him  God  alone  is  good,  and  our  Father  which  is  in  heaven  is  per- 
fect. ^^He  maketh  his  sun  to  rise  on  the  evil  and  on  the  good,  and 
sendeth  rain  on  the  just  and  on  the  unjust."  He  pities  and  forgives  the 
penitent,  as  in  that  remarkable  story  of  the  Pi*odiga]  Son.  With  what 
tender  love  does  Jesus  say,  *^  There  is  joy  in  heaven  over  one  sinner  that 
repenteth,  more  than  over  ninety  and  nine  just  persons,  who  need  no  re- 
pentance." Such  noble  thoughts  come  out  in  that  time  as  ^'  shines  a  good 
deed  in  a  naughty  world."  But  what  becomes  of  the  impenitent  wicked  ? 
Grod  has  no  love  for  them ;  they  shall  go  into  everlasting  punishment  So 
alongside  of  God  there  is  a  Devil,  and  to  the  left  hand  of  heaven,  there  is 
a  dreadful,  fiery,  endless  hell,  whither  a  broad  way  leads  down,  and  the 
wide  gates  stand  ever  open,  and  many  there  be  who  go  in  thereat. 

At  first  Jesus  limited  his  teachings  to  the  Jews ;  he' would  not  take  the 
children's  bread  and  give  it  unto  the  dogs ;  he  declared  that  not  a  jot  or 
tittle  of  the  Mosaic  ceremonial  law  should  ever  fail ;  he  told  his  disciples 
to  keep  all  that  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees  commanded,  because  they  sat  in 
Moseses  seat  But  by-and-by  he  nobly  breaks  with  Judaism,  violates  the 
ritual  law,  puts  his  new  wine  into  new  bottles.  With  admirable  depth  of 
intuitive  sight  he  sums  up  religion  in  one  word,  Love — love  to  God  wiUi 
all  the  heart,  and  to  one^s  neighbor  as  himself.  Fear  of  God  seldom  ap- 
pears in  the  words  of  Jesus.  Fear  is  the  religion  of  the  Old  Testament. 
Mercy  is  better  than  sacrifice.  Men  go  up  to  heaven  for  righteousness  and 
philanthropy,  and  no  question  is  asked  about  creed  or  form.  Other  mea 
go  down  to  hell  for  ungodliness ;  and  no  straining  at  a  gnat  would  ever 
save  him  who  would  swallow  down  a  whole  camel  of  iniquity.  Human 
literature  cannot  show  a  dearer  example  of  tenderness  to  a  penitent  wicked 
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man  than  yon  see  in  the  story  of  the  Prodigal  Son,  which  yet  the  first 
Evangelist  reelected,  and  two  others  left  without  mention. 

All  nationality  disappears  hefore  Jesns.  His  model  man  is  a  Samaritan. 
We  hear  that  word  commonly'  used,  and  do  not  understand  that  the  Jews 
hated  a  Samaritan  as  the  old  New  England  Federalists  hated  a  Jaoohin,  as 
the  British  used  to  hate  a  Frenchman,  or  as  a  Southern  slaveholder  hates 
a  Black  Bepublican  to-day.  Depend  upon  it,  it  created  as  much  sensation 
amongst  men  who  heard  it  when  Jesus  told  this  story  of  the  Good 
Samaritan,  as  it  would  in  Virginia  to  have  some  one  represent  a  Negro  as 
superior  to  all  the  "  first  families  "  of  the  State,  on  account  of  some  great 
charity  that  he  had  done. 

I  do  not  find  that  Jesus  altered  the  common  idea  of  God  which  he 
found.  He  was  too  intent  on  practical  righteousness  to  attend  to  that 
Besides,  he  was  cut  off  when  hut  about  thirty  years  of  age ;  had  he  lived 
longer,  it  may  be  that  he  would  have  reformed  the  popular  notion  of 
God ;  for  there  are  some  things  in  the  words  that  drop  like  honey  from 
his  lips  which  to  roe  indicate  a  religious  feeling  far  beyond  his  thought. 

2.  In  the  writings  of  Paul  you  find  more  speculation  about  God  than 
-with  Jesus ;  fbr  Paul  was  mainly  a  theological  man,  as  Jesus  was  mainly 
a  pious  and  philanthropic  man.  Jesns  could  start  a  great  religious  move- 
tnent;  Paul  could  make  a  theology  out  of  his  hints,  and  found  a  sect  But 
the  most  important  characteristic  of  PauPs  idea  of  God  is  this:  Grod's 
Tvrath  was  against  all  ungodliness  in  Jew  or  Gentile,  and  he  was  as  ac- 
oessible  to  Gentile  as  to  Jew.  Nationality  vanishes ;  all  men  are  one  in 
Christ  Jeeus ;  God  is  God  to  all,  to  punish  the  wicked  and  reward  the 
righteous  who  have  faith  in  Christ ;  the  Jews  are  as  wicked  as  the  rest 
of  mankind,  and  are  to  be  equally  saved  by  faith  in  Christ,  and  by  that 
alone.  PauPs  Christ  is  not  the  Jesus  of  History,  but  a  mythological 
being  he  conjured  up  from  his  own  fancy.  He  says  that  the  invisible  God 
IB  clearly  made  known  by  the  visible  material  world,  and  conscience  an- 
nounces God^s  law  to  the  Gentiles  as  effectually  as  revelation  declares  it  to 
•the  Jews.  That  is  a  great  improvement  on  the  Old  Testament  idea  of 
God,  as  presented  even  in  the  Psalms. 

Z.  In  the  Fourth  Gospel  and  the  Fu^t  Epistle  attributed  to  John — both 
incorrectly  attributed  to  him — the  idea  of  God  goes  higher  than  elsewhere 
in  the  New  Testament  God  is  mainly  love.  He  dwells  in  the  souls 
of  men  who  love  each  other  and  love  him,  and  is  to  be  worshipped  in 
spirit  and  in  truth,  not  only  in  Jerusalem,  but  anywhere  and  everywhere. 
Perfect  love  casteth  out  fear. 

This  God  has  an  Only-begotten  Son,  to  whom  he  has  given  the  Spirit 
without  measure,  put  all  things  under  his  hand ;  he  who  believes  on  the 
8on  shall  have  everlasting  life,  but  he  who  does  not  believe  on  the  Son 
shall  not  see  life.    Christ's  commandment  is  that  they  love  one  another, 
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and  to  those  God  will  give  another  Oomforter,  the  Spirit  of  Troth,  who 
shall  abide  with  believers  forever ;  nay,  Ghrist  will  manifest  himself  to 
them. 

But  this  God  has  created  a  Devil,  who  will  send  all  nnbelievers  into 
endless  torment. 

Thus  ends  the  last  book  of  the  New  Testament.  What  a  change  from 
Genesis  to  the  Fonrth  Gospel!  What  a  difference  between  the  God  who 
eats  veal  and  fresh  bread  with  Abraham,  and  commands  him  to  make  a 
burnt  offering  of  his  own  son,  who  conveys  all  Palestine  on  such  a  Jocular 
tenure,  and  the  God  whom  no  man  hath  seen  at  any  time ;  who  is  Spirit 
and  is  to  be  worshipped  in  spirit  and  in  truth ;  who  is  love,  and  who 
dwells  with  all  loving  and  believing  souls  I  There  are  I  know  not  how 
many  hundred  years  between  the  two— what  a  series  of  revolutions !  what 
vast  progress  of  mankind  had  filled  up  that  brief  period  of  time  I 

But  the  idea  of  God  which  you  gather  from  the  Bible  is  quite  unsatis- 
factory to  a  thoughtful  and  deeply  religious  man  to-day.  In  the  Old  Tesu- 
ment  there  is  no  God  who  loves  the  Gentiles ;  he  made  the  world  for  the 
Jews ;  all  others  are  only  servants — means,  not  ends.  This  being  so,  tbe 
Hebrew  thought  himself  the  only  favorite  of  God ;  his  patriotism  became 
intense  contempt  for  all  other  nations — was  a  part  of  his  religion.  In  the 
New  Testament,  the  God  whom  even  Jesus  sets  before  mankind  has  no 
love  for  the  wicked ;  there  is  no  Providence  for  them ;  at  the  last  judg- 
ment he  sends  them  all  to  hell,  bottomless,  endless,  without  hope;  their 
worm  dieth  not,  their  fire  is  not  quenched ;  no  Lazarus  from  Abraham^s 
bosom  will  ever  give  Dives  a  single  drop  of  water  to  cool  his  tongue, 
tormented  in  that  flame.  Jesus  tells  of  God,  also  of  the  Devil ;  of  hea- 
ven, with  its  eternal  blessedness  awaiting  every  righteous  man,  and  of  the 
eternal  torment  not  less  open  and  waiting  for  every  one  who  dies  impeni- 
tent. Paul  narrows  still  more  this  love  of  God  towards  men ;  it  includes 
only  such  as  have  faith  in  Ghrist;  no  man  is  to  be  saved  who  does  not  be- 
lieve in  PauPs  idea  of  Christ  The  autlior  of  the  Apocalypse  constricts  it  • 
still  further  yet ;  he  would  cast  out  Paul  from  heaven ;  Paul  is  called  a 
^^llar,"  ^^of  the  Synagogue  of  Satan,"  and  other  similar  names.  The 
Fourth  Gospel  limits  salvation  to  such  as  believe  the  author's  theory  of 
Ghrist,  that  he  was  a  God,  and  the  only-begotten  Son  of  Grod,  an  idea 
which  none  of  the  three  Evangelists,  nor  Paul,  nor  James,  nor  Simon 
Peter,  seems  ever  to  have  entertained.  I  think  that  Jesus  never  held 
such  a  doctrine  as  what  Paul  and  the  writer  of  the  Fourth  Gospel  makes 
indispensable  to  salvation. 

To  the  Jews  every  Gentile  seemed  an  outcast  from  God's  providence. 
To  the  early  followers  of  Jesus  all  unbelievers  were  also  outcasts ;  ^  he  that 
believeth  and  is  baptized  shall  be  saved,  but  he  that  believeth  not  shall  be 
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damned.^'  I  find  no  adequate  reason  for  thinking  Jesns  ever  spoke  these 
words,  found  only  in  the  donbtfnl  addition  to  the  second  canonical  Gos- 
pel. Yet  there  seems  evidence  enough  to  show  that  Jesus  himself  really 
taught  that  ghastly  doctrine,  that  a  great  wickedness  nnrepented  of  entailed 
eternal  damnation  on  an  immortal  soul  I  Paul  says  human  love  never  fails; 
it  suffers  long  and  is  kind,  and  yet  both  he  and  the  man  whom  he  half 
worshipped,  teach  that  God  has  no  love  for  the  wicked  man  who  dies  in 
his  impenitence ;  endless  misery  is  his  only  destination.  Neither  in  the 
Old  Testament  nor  in  the  New  do  you  find  the  God  of  infinite  perfection, 
infinite  power,  wisdom,  justice,  love ;  it  Is  always  a  limited  God,  a  Deity 
with  imperfect  wisdom,  justice,  love ;  God  with  a  Devil  beside  him,  the 
created  fiend  getting  the  victory  over  his  Creator  I  The  Bible  does  not 
know  that  Infinite  God,  who  is  immanent  in  the  World  of  Matter  and  Man, 
and  also  lives  in  these  flowers,  in  yonder  stars,  in  every  drop  of  blood  in 
our  veins ;  who  works  everywhere  by  law,  a  constant  mode  of  operation 
of  nDtural  power  in  Matter  and  in  Man.  It  is  never  the  dear  God  who  is 
responuble  for  the  welfare  of  all  and  each,  a  Father  so  tender  that  he  loves 
the  wickedest  of  men  as  no  mortal  mother  can  love  her  only  child. 
Does  this  surprise  you  ?  When  mankind  was  a  child,  he  thought  as  a  child, 
and  understood  as  a  child ;  when  he  becomes  a  man  he  will  put  away 
childish  things. 

How  full  of  encouragement  is  the  fact  of  such  a  growth  in  man^s  con- 
ception of  God,  and  his  mode  of  serving  him  1  In  the  beginning  of  He- 
brew history,  great  power,  great  self-esteem,  and  great  destructiveness,  are 
the  chief  qualities  that  men  ascribe  to  God.  Abraham  would  serve  him 
by  sacrificing  Isaac ;  Joshua,  a  great  Hebrew  fillibuster,  by  the  butchery  of 
whole  nations  of  men,  sparing  the  cattle,  which  he  might  keep  as  property, 
but  not  the  women  and  children.  This  was  counted  service  of  God,  and 
imputed  to  such  marauders  for  righteousness.  In  the  notion  of  God  set 
forth  in  the  Fourth  GU)8pel  and  the  First  Epistle  ascribed  to  John,  it  is 
love  which  preponderates,  and  by  love  only  are  men  to  serve  God.  With 
Jesus  it  is  only  goodness  which  admits  men  to  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  and 
there  is  no  question  asked  about  the  nation,  creed,  or  form ;  but  this  sweet 
benediction  is  pronounced :  "Inasmuch  as  ye  did  it  unto  the  least  of  these 
my  brethren,  ye  did  it  unto  me;"  "  Come,  ye  blessed,  inherit  the  kingdom 
prepared  for  you  from  the  foundation  of  the  world ! " 

Shall  you  and  I  stop  where  the  New  Testament  did  ?  We  cannot,  if 
we  would,  and  it  is  impious  to  try.  What  if  Moses  had  been  content  with 
the  Egyptian  chaos  of  a  Deity,  "  where  every  clove  of  garlic  was  a  god ; " 
what  if  Jesus  had  never  broke  with  the  narrow  bounds  of  Judaism ;  what 
if  Paul  had  been  content  with  "  such  as  were  Apostles  before  him,"  and 
had  stuck  at  new  moons,  full  moons,  circumcision  and  other  abominations, 
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which  neither  he  nor  his  fathers  were  ahle  to  bear ;  where  would  have 
been  the  Christian  Chnroh,  and  where  the  progress  of  mankind  ?  No,  we 
shall  not  slop  !  It  would  be  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  Moses,  and  still  more 
contrary  to  the  spirit  of  Jesus,  to  attempt  to  arrest  the  theological  and  re- 
ligious progress  of  mankind. 

God  in  Genesis  represents  the  conception  of  the  babyhood  of  humanity. 
Manhood  demands  a  different  conception.  All  round  us  lies  the  World  of 
Matter,  this  vast  world  above  us  and  about  us  and  beneath ;  it  proclaims 
the  God  of  Nature;  flower  speaking  unto  flower,  star  quiring  unto  star; 
a  God  who  is  resident  therein,  his  law  never  broke.  In  us  is  a  World 
of  Consciousness,  and  as  that  mirror  is  made  clearer  by  civilization,  I  look 
down  and  behold  the  Natural  Idea  of  Grod,  Infinite  Cause  and  Providence, 
Father  and  Mother  to  all  that  are.  Into  our  reverent  souls  God  will  come 
as  the  morning  light  into  the  bosom  of  the  opening  rose.  Just  in  propor- 
tion as  we  are  faithful,  we  shall  be  inspired  therewith,  and  shall  Irame 
"conceptions  equal  to  the  souVs  desires,"  and  then  in  .our  practice  keep 
those  **  heights  which  the  soul  is  competent  to  win." 


SEKMON  II. 


THE  ECCLESIASTICAL  CONCEPTION  OF  GOD,  AND  ITS   RELATION 
TO  THE  SCIENTIFIO  AND  RELIGIOUS  WANTS  OF  MAN. 

The  great  and  dreadful  God.— Dakul  iz.  4. 
Our  Father  which  art  in  hearen. — Matthsw  ri.  9. 

In  the  Religion  of  civilized  man  there  are  three  things: — Piety — 
the  love  of  God,  the  Sentimental  part;  Morality — obedience  to  God's 
natural  laws,  the  Practical  part;  and  Theology — thoughts  about  God 
and  Man  and  their  relation,  the  Intellectual  part.  The  Theology  will 
have  great  influence  on  the  Piety  and  the  Morality,  a  true  Theology  help- 
ing the  normal  development  of  Religion,  which  a  false  Theology  hinders. 
There  are  two  methods  of  creating  a  Theology, — a  scheme  of  doctrines 
about  God  and  Man,  and  the  relation  between  them,  viz. :  the  Ecclesiasti- 
cal and  the  Philosophical.* 

The  various  sects  which  make  up  the  CJiristian  Church  pursue  the  Ec- 
clesiastical method.  They  take  the  Bible  for  a  miraculous  and  infallible 
revelation  from  God — in  all  matters  containing  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth — and  thence  derive  their  doctrines,  Catholic, 
Protestant,    Trinitarian,   Unitarian,    Daranationist   or    Salvationist    Of 

*  Sec  Mr.  Parker'*  Sermon  of"  F«l«e  and  True  Theology."— Fe&rKory,  1856. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


63 

coarse  they  follow  that  method  in  forming  the  Ecclesiastical  CJonception 
of  God,  in  which  the  Ohristian  sects  mainly  aj^ree.  They  take  the 
whole  of  the  Bihle,  from  Genesis  to  the  Fonrth  Gospel,  as  God's  rairacn- 
lons  affidavit;  they  gather  together  all  which  it  says  ahout  God,  and 
from  that  make  np  the  Ecclesiastical  Conception  as  a  finality.  The 
Biblical  sayings  are  taken  for  God's  deposition  as  to  the  facts  of  his  nature, 
character,  plan,  modes  ef  operation — God's  word,  his  last  word  ;  they  are 
a  finality — all  the  evidence  in  the  case ;  nothing  is  to  be  added  thereto,  and 
naught  taken  thence  away.  Accordingly  the  statement  of  a  writer  in  the 
half -savage  age  of  a  ferocious  people  is  just  as  valuable,  true,  and  obligatory 
for  all  time,  as  that  of  a  refined,  enlightened,  religions  man  in  a  civilized 
age  and  nation ;  for  they  are  all  equally  God's  testimony  in  the  case,  his 
miraculous  deposition ;  God  puts  himself  on  his  voir  dire,  and  it  is  of  no 
consequence  which  justice  of  revelation  records  the  affidavit  of  the  Divine 
Deponent.  The  deposition  is  alike  perfect  and  complete,  whether  attested 
by  an  anonymous  and  half-civilized  Hebrew  fiUibuster,  or  by  a  refined  and 
religious  Christian  philosopher.  The  statement  that  God  ate  veal  at 
Abraham's,  or  that  he  sought  to  kill  Moses  in  a  tavern,  is  just  as  true  and 
important  as  this,  that  "  God  is  love."  It  is  said  in  the  Old  Testament 
that  the  Lord  is  a  "  consuming  fire ; "  he  is  "  angry  with  the  wicked  every 
day,"  and  keeps  his  anger  forever;  that  he  hates  Esau ;  that  he  gives  cruel 
commands,  like  that  in  the  thirteenth  chapter  of  Deuteronomy,  forbidding 
aQ  religious  progress ;  that  he  orders  the  butchery  of  millions  of  innocent 
men,  including  women  and  children ;  that  he  comes  back  from  the  de- 
struction of  Edom  red  with  blood,  as  described  »in  the  sixty-third  chapter  of 
Isaiah.  In  the  New  Teetament  he  is  called  Father ;  it  is  said  that  he  is 
Love,  that  he  goes  out  and  meets  the  returning  prodigal  a  great  ways  oflT, 
and  welcomes  him  with  large  rejoicing. 

Now,  say  the  Churches,  all  these  statements  are  true,  and  the  Christian 
believer  must  accept  them  all.  Reason  is  not  to  sift  and  cross-examine 
the  Biblical  testimony,  rejecting  this  as  false  and  including  that  as  true ; 
for  the  whole  of  this  evidence  and  each  part  of  it  is  God's  affidavit,  and 
does  not  require  a  cross-examining,  sifting,  amending.  We  are  not  to 
reconcile  it  to  us,  but  us  to  it ;  and  if  it  conflict  with  reason  and  conscience, 
we  should  give  them  up.  All  the  Bible,  says  this  theory,  is  the  inspired 
Word  of  God,  and  one  part  is  just  as  much  inspired  as  another,  for  there 
are  no  degrees  of  inspiration  therein ;  each  statement  by  itself  is  perfect, 
and  the  whole  complete.  The  test  of  inspiration  is  not  in  man ;  it  is  not 
Truth  for  things  reasonable,  nor  Justice  for  things  moral,  nor  Love  for 
things  affiactional.  The  test  is  wholly  outside  of  man ;  it  is  a  Miracle — 
that  is,  the  report  of  a  mirade ;  and  so  what  contradicts  the  universal  hu- 
man conscience  is  to  be  accepted  just  as  readily  as  what  agrees  with  the 
moral  instinct  and  reflection  of  all  human  kind.    In  tlie  third  century  Ter- 
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tuUiaiif  a  hot-headed  AfHoan  Bishop,  said,  *^I  Velieve,  beoanse  it  is  impos- 
sible ;  ^^  that  is,  the  thing  cannot  be,  and  therefore  I  believe  it  is !  It  has 
been  a  maxim  in  ecclesiastical  theology  ever  since ;  without  it  both  Traosab- 
stantiation  and  the  Trinity  woald  fall  to  the  ground,  with  many  a  doctrine 
more.  I  think  Lord  Bacon  was  an  unbeliever  in  the  popular  ecclesiastical 
doctrines  of  his  time ;  he  would  derive  all  science  from  the  observation 
of  nature  and  reflection  thereon ;  but  he  left  this  maxim  to  have  Eminent 
Domain  in  Theology  I  It  was  enough  for  him  to  break  utterly  with  the 
Philosophy  of  the  Schools ;  he  would  not  also  quarrel  against  the  Theology 
of  the  Ohurches :  thereby  he  lost  his  scientific  character,  but  kept  his  ecde- 
siasUcal  reputation. 

Joshua,  the  son  of  Nun,  was  a  Hebrew  fillibuster,  with  a  half-civilized 
troop  of  ferocious  men  following  him ;  he  conquered  a  country,  butchered 
the  men,  women,  and  children ;  and  he  gives  us  such  a  picture  of  God  as 
you  might  expect  from  a  Pequot  Indian  in  the  days  of  pur  fathers.  It  b 
taught  in  the  Churches  that  Joshua^s  statement  about  Gk>d  is  just  as  trust- 
worthy as  the  sublime  wrirds  in  the  New  Testament,  ascribed  to  John  or 
Jesus,  and  far  more  valuable  than  the  deepest  intuitions,  and  the  grandest 
generalizations  of  the  most  cultivated,  best  educated,  and  most  religious 
of  men  to-day  1  The  Christian  Ohurches  do  not  derive  their  conception 
of  God  from  the  World  of  Observation  about  us,  or  the  World  of  Con- 
sciousness within  us,  but  from  the  *^  Book  of  Revelation,^'  as  they  call  that 
collection  from  the  works  of  some  hundred  writers,  mostly  anonymous, 
and  all  from  remote  ages ;  and  they  tell  us  that  the  teachings  of  Joshua  are 
of  as  much  value  as  the  teachings  of  Jesus  himself,  far  more  than  those  of 
Fenelon  or  Channing. 

Now  from  such  facts,  and  by  such  a  method,  the  Christian  sects  have 
formed  their  notion  of  God,  which  is  common  to  the  Greek,  the  Latin,  and 
the  Teutonic  Churches;  only  a  few  sects  have  departed  therefrom,  and  as 
they  are  but  insignificant  in  numbers,  and  Lave  had  scarcely  any  influence 
in  forming  the  ecclesiastical  conception  of  Grod,  so  I  shall  omit  all  reference 
to  them  and  their  opinions. 

To-day  I  shall  not  speak  of  the  ecclesiastical  Arithmetic  of  God,  only 
of  the  Ethics  thereof;  not  of  Grod  according  to  the  category  of  number — 
the  quantitative  distribution  of  Deity  into  personalities;  only  of  the  char- 
acter of  God  by  the  category  of  substance— the  qualitative  kind  of  Deity, 
for  that  is  still  the  same,  whether  conceived  of  in  one  person,  in  three,  or 
in  three  million,  just  as  the  qualitative  force  of  an  army  of  three  hundred 
thousand  soldiers  is  still  the  same,  whether  you  count  it  as  one  corps  or  as 
three. 

Look  beneath  the  mere  words  of  theology,  at  the  things  which  they 
mean,  and  you  find  in  general  that  thd  ecclesiastical  conception  of  €k)d 
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does  not  include  Infinite  Perfection.  It  embraces  all  the  trne  and  good 
things  from  the  most  religious  and  enlightened  writers  of  the  Bible,  but  it 
also  contains  all  the  ill  and  false  things  which  were  uttered  by  the  most 
mde  and  ferocious ;  one  is  counted  just  as  true  and  valuable  as  the  other. 
Aocordinglj  God  is  really  represented  as  a  limited  being,  exceedingly  im- 
perfect, having  all  the  contradictions  which  you  find  between  Genesis  and 
the  Fourth  Gospel ;  he  is  not  infinite  in  any  one  attribute.  I  know  the 
theological  language  predicates  infinite  perfection,  but  the  tlieolog^cal  facts 
afi&rm  exceeding  imperfection.    Look  at  this  in  several  details. 

1.  Grod  is  not  represented  as  Omnipresent.  When  the  theologian  says, 
"  God  is  everywhere,"  he  does  not  mean  that  God  is  everywhere  always, 
as  he  is  anywhere  sometimes ;  not  that  he  is  at  this  minute  present  in  this 
meeting-house,  and  in  the  air  which  my  hand  clasps,  as  he  was  in  the 
Hebrew  Holy  of  Holies  when  Solomon  ended  his  inauguration  prayer,  as 
he  always  is  in  some  place  called  the  Heaven  of  Heavens.  There  are  degrees 
of  the  Divine  Presence ;  he  is  more  there  and  less  here.  Some  spots  he 
occupies  by  his  essence,  others  only  potentially.  He  was  creationally 
present  with  all  his  personal  essence  at  the  making  of  the  world,  but  only 
provideutiaUy  present  with  his  instrumental  power,  not  his  personal 
essence,  at  the  governing  of  the  world.  Thus  the  Queen  of  England,  by 
her  power,  is  present  in  all  Great  Britain  and  the  British  possessions,  while 
by  her  person  she  occupies  only  a  single  apartment  of  the  Palace  of  St. 
James  in  London,  sitting. in  only  one  chair  at  a  time.  So  it  is  taught  that 
Gkxl  must  intervene  miraculously  to  do  his  work :  must  come  into  a  place 
where  he  was  not  before,  and  which  he  will  vacate  soon.  So  the  actual, 
persona],  essential  and  complete  presence  of  Grod  is  the  very  rarest  excep- 
tion in  all  places  save  Heaven.  He  is  instantial  only  in  Heaven,  excep- 
tional everywhere  else.  He  is  hot  universally  immanent,  residing  in  all 
matter,  all  spuit,  at  every  time,  working  according  to  law,  by  a  constant 
mode  of  operation  and  in  all  the  powers  of  matter  and  man,  which  are  de- 
rived from  him  and  are  not  possible  without  him ;  but  he  comes  in  occa- 
sionally and  works  by  miracle.  He  is  a  non-resident  Gk>d,  who  is  present 
in  a  certain  place  vicariously,  by  attorney,  and  only  on  great  occasions 
comes  there  in  his  proper  person.  That  is  the  ecclesiastical  notion  of  Om- 
nipresence. 

2.  He  is  not  All-Powerftd,  except  in  the  ideal  Heaven  which  he  perma- 
nently occupies  by  his  complete  and  personal  presence.  On  earth  he  is 
restricted  by  Man,  who  thwarts  his  plans  every  day  and  grieves  his  heart, 
and  still  more  by  the  Devil,  who  continually  thwarts  his  Creator.  I  know 
the  ecclesiastical  doctrine  says  that  Gk>d  is  omnipotent,  but  ecclesiastical . 
history  represents  him  as  trying  to  make  the  Hebrews  an  obedient  people, 
and  never  effecting  it ;  as  continually  worrying  over  that  little  fraction  of 
mankind,  "  rising  up  early  and  speaking  "  to  them,  but  the  crooked  would 
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not  be  made  straight.  Nay,  he  is  unable  to  keep  the  Ohristian  Ohnrch  with- 
out spot  or  wrinkle  for  a  single  generation,  charm  he  never  so  wisely ;  but 
Paul  fell  out  with  such  as  were  apostles  before  him,  and  tlie  seamless  ec- 
olesiastica]  coat  is  roughly  rent  in  twain  betwixt  the  two  I 

8.  He  is  not  All- Wise.  He  does  n6t  know  how  his  own  creation  will 
work.  He  finished  the  world,  and  found  that  his  one  man,  running  alone, 
did  not  prosper ;  it  was  necessary  to  make  a  woman,  to  help  him ;  she  was 
an  afterthought  Her  first  step  ruins  the  man  she  was  meant  to  serve ;  and 
God  is  surprised  at  the  disobedience.  He  must  alter  things  to  meet  this 
unexpected  emergency;  he  grows  wiser  and  wiser  by  continual  experi- 
ment. 

4.  He  is  not  All-Righteous.  He  does  great  wrong  to  the  Egyptians, 
for  he  hardens  Pharaoh's  heart,  so  that  he  may  have  an  excuse  for  putting 
the  king  and  people  to  death.  He  does  injustice  to  the  Oanaanites,  whom 
he  butchers  by  Joshua ;  he  provides  a  punishment  altogether  dispropor- 
tionate to  the  offences  of  men,  and  will  make  them  suffer  forever  for  the  sin 
committed  by  their  mythological  ancestor,  six  thousand  years  before  yon 
and  I  were  born ;  he  creates  souls  by  the  million,  only  to  make  them  perish 
everlastingly.  In  the  whole  course  of  human  history,  you  cannot  find  a 
tyrant,  murderer,  kidnapper,  who  is  so  unjust  as  God  is  represented  by  the 
ecclesiastical  theology. 

5.  He  is  not  All-Loving.  Of  the  people  before  Christ,  he  Joved  none 
but  Jews ;  he  gave  no  other  any  revelation,  and  without  that,  they  must 
perish  everlastingly !  Since  Jesus  he  loves  none  but  Christians,  and  will 
save  no  more ;  the  present  heathen  are  to  die  the  second  death ;  and  of 
Christians  he  loves  none  but  Church-members.  Nay,  the  Catholics  will 
have  it,  that  he  hates  everybody  out  of  the  Roman  Church,  v^ile  the 
stricter  Protestants  retaliate  this  favor  upon  the  Catholics  themselves. 
Nay,  they  deny  salvation  to  all  Unitarinns  and  Universal ists,  to  the  one 
because  they  declare  that  the  man  Jesus  was  not  God  the  Creator;  and  to 
tlie  other  because  they  say  that  God  the  Father  is  not  bad  enough  to  damn 
any  man  forever  and  ever.  You  remember  that  scarcely  was  Dr.  Channing 
cold  in  his  coffin,  before  orthodox  newspapers  rung  with  the  intelligence 
that  he  was  doubtless  then  suffering  the  pangs  of  eternal  damnation,  because 
he  had  "  denied  the  Lord  that  bought  him."  You  know  the  damnation 
pronounced  on  old  Dr.  Ballou,  simply  because  he  said  men  were  brethren, 
and  the  God  of  earth  and  heaven  is  too  good-hearted  to  create  anybody 
for  the  purpose  of  crunching  him  into  hell  forever  and  ever.  According 
to  some  strict  sectarians,  Grod  loves  none  but  the  elect — an  exceedingly  small 
Qumber.  It  has  been  the  doctrine  of  the  Christian  Church  for  fifteen  or 
sixteen  hundred  years  that  God  veill  reject  from  heaven  all  babies  newly- 
born  who  die  without  baptism ;  the  sprinkling  of  infants  was  designed  to 
save  these  lilUe  ones,  who,  as  Jesus  thought,  needed  no  salvation,  bat 
were  already  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven.   Accordingly,  to  save  the  souls  of 
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obildren  ready  to  perish  witboQt  ecclesiastical  baptism,  the  Gatliolio 
Church  mercifully  allows  doctors,  nurses,  mid  wives,  servants,  anybody,  to 
baptize  a  child  newly  born,  by  throwing  water  in  its  face,  in  the  name  of 
the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  and  that  saves  the  little  thing.  But  the 
doctrine  of  infant  damnation  follows  logically  from  the  first  principles  of 
the  ecclesiastical  theology.  *^  He  that  believeth  and  is  baptized  shall  be 
saved,  and  he  that  believeth  not  shall  be  damned  I" 

6.  He  is  not  All-Holy,  perfectly  faithful  to  himself.  He  is  capricious 
and  variable;  men  can  wheedle  him  into  their  favorite  plans;  now  by 
penitence  or  a  certain  belief,  they  can  induce  Grod  to  remove  the  con- 
sequences of  their  wicked  deeds ;  and  the  effects  of  a  long  life  of  wicked- 
ness will  all  at  once  be  miraculously  wiped  clean  off  from  the  man's  char- 
acter;  he  will  take  the  blackest  of  sumers  and  wash  him  white  in  the  blood 
of  the  Lamb,  and  *'  in  five  minutes  he  shall  be  made  as  good  a  Christian  as 
he  could  become  by  fifty  years  of  the  most  perfect  piety  and  morality." 
Since  God  is  thus  changeable,  men  think  they  can  alter  his  plan  by  their 
words,  can  induce  him  to  send  rain  when  they  want  it,  or  to  **  stay  the 
bottles  of  heaven  "  at  their  request,  to  check  disease,  to  curse  a  bad  man, 
or  to  pervert  and  confound  the  intellect  of  a  thinking  man.  Hence  comes 
the  strange  phenomenon  which  you  sometimes  see  of  a  nation  assembling  in 
the  churches,  and  asking  God  to  crush  to  the  ground  another  people  at  war 
with  them ;  two  years  ago  you  saw  Englishmen  bending  their  knees  in  the 
name  of  Ohrist,  to  ask  God  to  blast  the  Russians  at  Sebastopol,  and  the  Rus- 
sians bending  their  knees  and  in  the  same  name  asking  Qod  to  sink  the 
British  ships  in  the  depths  of  the  Black  Sea  I 

Put  all  these  things  together — God  is  not  represented  as  a  perfect  Creat- 
ing Cause,  who  makes  all  things  right  at  first ;  nor  a  perfect  Preserving 
Providence,  who  administers  all  things  well,  and  will  bring  all  out  right  at 
last.  Even  his  essential  presence  is  only  an  exception  in  the  world,  here 
for  a  moment,  and  then  long  withdrawn.  According  to  the  ecclesiastical 
conception,  God  transcends  man  in  power  and  wisdom,  but  is  im- 
mensely inferior  to  the  average  of  men  in  justice  and  benevolence ;  nay, 
in  hate  and  malignity  he  transcends  the  very  worst  man  that  the  very 
worst  man  could  conceive  of  in  his  heart! 

I.  Now,  this  idea  of  God  is  not  adequate  to  the  purposes  of  Science. 
To  explain  the  World  of  Matter,  the  naturalist  wants  a  suflSoient  power 
which  is  always  there,  acting  by  a  constant  mode  of  operation;  not  irreg- 
ular, vanishing,  acting  by  fits  and  starts;  but  continuous,  certain,  reliable; 
an  intelligent  power  which  acts  by  law,  not  caprice  and  miracle.  No 
other  God  is  adequate  Cause  of  the  Universe,  or  of  its  action  for  a  single 
hour. 

But  the  Christian  Church  knows  no  such  God,  for  all  the  Biblical 
depositions  concerning  him,  all  the  pretended  affidavits  whence  it  has 
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made  its  oonoeption  of  Grod,  came  from  men  who  had  no  thought  of  a 
general  law  of  matter  or  of  mind,  and  no  notion  of  a  God  who  acted  by  a 
constant  mode  of  operation,  and  who  was  the  indwelling  Cause  and  Pro- 
vidence of  all  things  that  are.  Jost  so  far  as  any  Scientific  thinker  departs 
from  that  limited  idea  of  God,  who  comes  and  goes  and  works  by  miracle, 
so  far  does  he  depart  from  the  ecclesiastical  theology  of  Christendom. 
The  actual  tacts  of  the  Universe  are  not  reconcilable  with  what  the  eccle- 
siastical theology  teaches  about  God.  This  has  become  apparent,  step  by 
step,  in  tiie  last  three  centuries. 

Galileo  reported  the  facts  of  astronomic  nature  just  as  they  were.  The 
Boman  Church  must  silence  her  philosopher,  or  elt»e  revolutionize  her 
notion  of  God.  Had  not  she  God^s  own  affidavit  that  he  stopped  the  sun 
and  moon  a  whole  day,  to  give  Joshua  time  for  butchery  of  men,  women, 
and  children?  would  she  allow  a  philosopher  to  contradict  her  with 
nothing  but  the  Universe  on  his  side?  He  must  swear  the  earth  stands 
still.     ^^  And  yet  it  does  move  though  I  " 

Geologists  relate  the  facts  of  the  universe  as  tliey  find  them  in  the 
crust  of  tlie  earth.  The  Churches  complain  that  these  facts  are  inconsist- 
ent with  the  story  in  Genesis.  *^  We  have,*^  say  tliey,  '^  God^s  deposition 
that  he  made  the  Universe  in  six  days,  rested  on  the  seventh,  and  was  re- 
freshed !  Wliat  is  the  testimony  of  the  rocks  and  the  stars,  to  the  anony- 
mous record  on  parchment,  or  the  printed  English  Bible  t^'  So  the  geolo- 
gist also  has  a  bad  name  in  the  Churches,  many  equivocate,  and  some  lie. 

For  the  history  of  the  heavens  and  earth,  theologians  would  rely  on  the 
word  of  a  man  whose  name  even  they  know  nothing  of,  and  r^eot  the 
testimony  of  the  Universe  itself,  where  the  footprints  of  the  Creator  are 
yet  so  plain  and  deeply  set.  Zoologists  find  evidence,  as  they  think,  that 
the  human  race  has  had  several  distinct  centres  of  origination  ;  that  men 
were  created  in  many  places :  and  a  great  outcry  is  at  once  raised.  Such 
facts  are  inconsistent  with  the  ecclesiastical  idea  of  God !  So,  to  learn  the 
structure  of  the  heavens,  the  earth,  or  of  mankind,  you  must  not  go  to  the 
heavens,  the  earth,  or  mankind ;  you  must  go  to  the  Book  of  Genesis,  and 
if  the  facts  of  the  Universe  contradict  the  anonymous  record  therein,  then 
you  must  break  with  tlie  Universe  and  agree  with  the  minister,  for  the  ac- 
tual testimony  of  things  is  worth  nothing  in  compai'ison  with  the  words  of  a 
Hebrew  writer  whom  nobody  knows  I 

The  great  obstacle  to  the  advancement  of  science,  nay,  to  the  diffusion 
of  knowledge,  is  not  the  poverty  of  mankind,  not  the  lack  of  industry,  tal- 
ent, genius  amongst  men  of  science ;  but  it  is  the  ecclesiastical  conception 
of  God.  Not  a  step  can  be  taken  in  astronomy,  geology,  zoology,  but  it 
separates  a  man  from  that  notion.  The  ecclesiastical  conception  of  God 
being  thus  utterly  inadequate  to  the  purposes  of  science,  philosophic  men 
turn  off  from  the  theology  of  Christendom ;  and  some,  it  is  said,  become 
atheists.    Look  at  the  scientific  men  of  England,  France,  and  Germany, 
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fbr  proof  of  this.  In  America  there  is  no  considerable  class  of  scientific 
and  learned  men,  who  stand  close  together,  write  books  for  each  other, 
and  so  make  a  little  pnblic  of  their  own ;  so  here  the  scientific  roan  does 
not  stand  in  a  little  green-honse  of  philosophy  as  in  Enrope,  where  he  is 
sheltered  f^om  pnblic  opinion,  lives  freely,  and  expands  his  flowers  in  an 
atmosphere  congenial  to  liis  natural  growth,  but  he  is  exposed  to  all  the 
rude  blasts  of  the  press,  the  parlor,  and  the  meeting-house ;  so  is  he  more 
cautious  than  his  congeners  and  equivalents  in  Europe,  and  does  not  com- 
monly tell  what  he  thinks;  nay,  sometimes  tells  what  he  does  not  think, 
lest  he  should  lose  his  public  reputation  amongst  bigoted  men  I  To  this 
there  are  some  very  honorable  exceptions;  sdentifio  men  who  do  not 
count  it  a  part  of  their  business  to  prop  up  a  popular  error,  but  who 
know  society  has  a  right  to  demand  that  they  tell  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth.  But  if  you  will  take  the  hundred  fore- 
most men  of  science  in  all  Christendom  who  are  not  ministers,  I  do  not 
think  that  ten  of  them  have  any  belief  in  the  common  ecclesiastical  con- 
ception of  God.  Some  have  better — ^nay,  a  true  Idea  of  Gk)d,  but  dare  not 
divulge  it;  and  some,  alas  I  seem  to  have  no  notion  at  all.  Accordingly, 
men  of  science  turn  from  theology ;  some  become  atheists,  and  all  lose 
much  from  lack  of  a  satisfactory  idea  of  God.  You  all  know  what  clerical 
complaints  are  made  of  the  infidelity  and  atheism  of  scientific  men.  Three 
hundred  years  ago  the  Church  suspected  doctors,  and  invented  this  pro- 
verb:— "As  many  doctors,  so  many  atheists;"  because  the  doctors  knew 
facts  irreconcilable  with  the  ecclesiastical  theology.  I  think  the  charge 
of  athebm  grossly  unjust,  when  it  is  brought  against  the  great  body  of 
scientific  men ;  but  where  it  is  true,  it  ought  to  be  remembered  that  in  the 
last  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  the  Christian  Church  has  had  no  idea  of 
Gk>d  adequate  to  the  purposes  of  science,  and  fit  for  a  philosopher  to  ac- 
cept; and  if  it  be  so,  will  you  blame  the  philosopher  for  rc^jecting  what 
would  only  disturb  his  processes  ?  The  cause  of  the  philosopher's  atheism 
often  lies  at  the  Church's  door,  and  not  in  the  scholar's  study. 

*  n.  But  this  ecclesiastical  conception  of  Gk>d  is  as  inadequate  to  the 
purposes  of  Religion,  as  of  Science.  In  religious  consciousness  we  all 
want  a  God  whom  we  can  absolutely  rely  upon ;  who  is  always  at  hand, 
not  merely  separate  and  one  side  from  the  World  of  Matter  or  the  World 
of  Man.  We  want  a  deity  who  acts  now,  and  is  the  Infinite  God,  who 
desures  the  best  of  possible  things  for  each  man,  who  knows  the  best  of  pos- 
sible things,  and  has  will  and  power  to  bring  about  the  best  of  possible 
things,  and  that  for  all  persons.  We  want  a  God  all-powerful,  all- wise, 
all-just,  all-loving,  all-£&ithftil ;  a  perfect  Creator;  a  perfect  Provider,  who 
will  be  Just  to  each  of  his  children.  I  put  it  to  each  one  of  you — ^thought- 
fulest  or  least-thinking — is  there  one  of  you  who  will  be  content  with  a  God 
who  does  not  come  up  to  your  highest  conception  of  power,  wisdom,  Jus- 
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tioe,  love,  and  holinesd?  Not  one  of  yon  will  be  content  to  rely  on  leesl 
Ton  mnst  falsify  your  nature  before  yon  can  do  it.  Dot  acoording  to  the 
ecclesiastical  conception,  God  is  the  most  capricioas  unjust,  onreliable  of 
all  possible  beings.  Look  at  this  old  and  venerable  doctrine  of  eternal 
damnation,  believed  by  all  the  Christian  sects,  save  the  Universalista, 
Unitarians,  and  Spiritualists — ^not  yet  a  sect — who  make  at  the  most  some 
four  or  five  miUioHs  out  of  the  two  hundred  and  fifty  or  sixty  millions  of 
Christendom.  This  is  the  doctrine : — Grod  is  angry  with  mankind,  and 
will  bum  the  greater  part  of  them  in  hell,  forever  and  ever.  Why  is 
'^  his  wrath  so  hot  against  us  ?" 

1.  The  Jews  are  Gk>d-s  ancient  covenant  people;  with  them  he  made 
a  bargain,  sworn  to  on  both  sides :  it  was  for  a  good  and  sufilcient  consider- 
ation, value  received  by  each  party;  he  commanded  them  to  observe  the 
Mosaic  form  of  religion  forever ;  if  any  prophet  shall  come,  working  never 
so  many  miracles,  and  teach  them  a  different  conception  of  God,  they 
must  put  him  to  death,  and  all  his  followers,  with  their  wives,  their  chil- 
dren, and  their  cattle.  (Dent,  ziii.)  But  now  all  these  ^* chosen  people'*  are 
to  be  damned  forever  because  they  do  not  believe  the  theology  of  Paid 
and  Jesus,  whom  the  Divine  law  commands  the  Jews  to  slay  with  the  edge 
of  the  sword  for  teaching  that  theology.  So  God  commands  the  Jews  to 
kill  every  man  among  them  who  shall  teach  the  Christian  doctrine,  and  yet 
will  damn  them  for  not  believing  it. 

2.  The  Heathen  also  are  to  be  damned  because  they  have  no  faith  in 
Christ,  no  belief  in  the  popular  theology  of  the  Catholic  or  Protestant 
sects.  But  that  theology  is  unreasonable,  and  thoughtful,  unpr^udiced 
men  cannot  believe  it;  besides  that,  the  greater  part  of  the  Heathens  never 
heard  of  such  doctrines,  or  of  Christ;  still  God  will  danm  them,  millions 
by  millions,  to  eternal  torment,  because  they  have  not  believed  what  was 
never  preached  to  them,  what  they  never  heard  they  must  believe.  Three 
hundred  years  ago  Spanish  Jesuits  preached  the  doctrine  of  eternal  dam- 
nation to  the  heathen  at  Japan,  who  asked  of  the  missionaries,  ^'Is  it  pos- 
sible that  God  will  damn  men  forever  ? "  "  Certainly,  without  doubt," 
was  the  reply.  *^  And  if  a  man  dies  who  has  not  heard  of  these  things  be- 
fore, will  God  damn  him  forever  ? "  **  Yes,"  was  the  answer.  The  whole 
multitude  fell  on  their  faces  and  wept  bitterly  and  long,  and  would  not  be- 
lieve it.  Do  you  blame  them  for  casting  those  priests  from  the  island, 
and  saying,  \'  Let  the  salt  sea  separate  us  from  the  Christian  world  for- 
ever." 

8.  Then  the  Christians  themselves  are  not  certain  of  their  salvation. 
The  Catholics  are  the  minority,  and  they  say  God  will  damn  all  the  Prot- 
estants; the  Protestants  say  the  same  of  the  Catholics.  The  ecclesiastical 
idea  of  G^in  both  represents  him  as  ready  enough  to  damn  either;  and  if 
the  first  principle  of  the  Catholic  Church  be  true,  no  Protestant  can  be 
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saved ;  and  if  the  first  principle  of  the  Protestant  Church  be  tme,  then 
every  Catholic  is  sore  of  damnation  and  nought  besides. 

See  how  the  Protestants  dispose  of  one  another. 

(1.)  All  "unconverted"  and  positively  wicked  men  are  to  be  damned ; 
God  has  no  love  for  them,  only  hate. 

(2.)  All  "unconverted"  men,  not  positively  wicked ;  they  have  no  sal- 
vation in  them ;  they  may  be  the  most  pious  men  in  the  world,  the  most 
moral  men,  but  their  own  religion  cannot  save  them.  They  must  have 
"iaith," — that  is  belief  in  the  ecclesiastical  theology — and  be  Ohurch-raem- 
bers ;  that  is,  they  must  believe  as  Dr.  Banbaby  believes,  and  be  voted 
into  some  little  company  called  a  Church,  at  the  Old  South  or  the  New 
North,  or  some  other  conventicle. 

(3.)  New-born  babies  not  baptized  must  be  shut  out  from  the  kingdom 
of  heaven,  if  not  included  in  tiie  kingdom  of  heN ;  such  has  been  the 
doctrine  of  the  Christian  Church  from  the  time  of  Justin  Martyr,  who  I 
think  first  broached  it  seventeen  hundred  years  ago,  and  it  follows  with  un- 
avoidable logic  from  the  ecclesiastical  notion  of  God  and  the  ecclesiastical 
method  of  salvation.  So  Jesus  must  have  made  a  great  mistake  when  he 
took  babies  in  his  arms,  and  blessed  them,  and  said,  "  Suffer  little  children 
to  come  unto  me,  and  forbid  them  not,  for  of  such  is  the  kingdom  of 
heaven ;  " — ^he  ought  to  have  said,  "  Suffer  baptized  children  to  come  unto 
me,"  &o. 

Now  what  confidence  can  you  have  in  such  a  God,  so  unjust,  so  un- 
loving, so  cruel,  and  so  malignant  ?  I  just  now  said  that  God  is  represented 
as  transcending  men  in  hate  and  malignity.  Look  at  the  matter  carefully, 
narrowing  the  thing  down  to  the  smallest  point.  Suppose  there  are  now  a 
thousand  million  persons  on  the  earth,  and  that  only  one  shall  be  damned; 
and  suppose  that  some  day  a  hundred  years  hence,  all  the  nine  hundred  and 
ninety-nine  millien,  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  thousand,  nine  hundred 
and  ninety-nine  of  as  are  gathered  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  enjoying  all 
the  blessedness  that  Divine  love  can  bestow  on  the  vast  faculties  of  man, 
still  further  enhanced  by  the  first  taste  of  immortal  life;  suppose  that  in- 
telligence is  brought  to  all  and  each  of  us  that  one  man  is  miserable,  lan- 
guishing in  eternal  fire,  to  be  there  forever;  suppose  we  are  told  that  a 
globe  of  sand,  big  as  this  earth,  hangs  there  before  his  comprehensive  eye, 
and  once  in  a  thousand  years  a  single  atom  is  loosened  and  falls  off,  and  he 
shall  suffer  the  cruelest  torment  till,  grain  by  grain,  millennium  after  mil- 
lennium, that  whole  globe  is  consumed  and  passed  away ;  and  yet  then  he 
shall  be  no  nearer  the  end  of  his  agony  than  when  he  first  felt  the  smart. 
Suppose  we  are  told  it  was  the  worst  roan  of  all  the  earth,  that  it  was  a  mur- 
derer, a  violator  of  virgins,  a  pirate,  a  kidnapper,  a  traitorous  wretch,  who, 
in  the  name  of  Democracy,  sought  to  establish  a  despotism  in  America,  to 
crush  out  the  fairest  hopes  of  political  freedom  which  the  sun  ever  shon^^ 
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upon ;  or  even  it  was  an  ecclesiastical  hypocrite,  with  an  atheistic  heart, 
believing  in  nb  God,  and  loving  no  man,  who,  for  the  sake  of  power  and 
ambition,  sought  to  make  men  tremble  at  the  ugly  phantom  of  a  wrathfnl 
Deity,  and  laid  his  unclean  hands  on  the  soal  of  man,  and  made  that  a 
sonrce  of  terrible  agony  to  mankind  1  When  you  are  told  that  this  man 
is  plnnged  into  hell  for  all  time,  is  there  a  man  who  would  not  cry  out 
against  the  hideous  wrong,  and  scorn  heaven  offered  by  such  a  Deity? 
No  I  there  is  no  murderer,  no  pirate,  no  violator  of  virgins,  no  New  Eng- 
land kidnapper,  no  betrayer  of  his  nation,  no  ecclesiastical  hypocrite  even, 
^ho  would  not  reject  it  with  scorn,  and  revolt  against  the  injustice.  But 
the  ecclesiastical  doctrine  represents  Qod  as  thus  damning  not  one  man, 
but  millions  of  millions  of  men,  the  great  majority  of  mankind,  nine  hun- 
dred and  ninety-nine  out  of  every  thousand,  and  those,  too,  often  the  best, 
certainly  the  wisest  end  most  loving  and  pious  men  I  Do  you  wonder 
then,  that  thoughtful  men,  moral  men,  affectional  men,  and  religious  men 
turn  off  with  scorn  from  this  conception  of  God  ?  I  wonder  not  at  all.  The 
fact  that  the  majority  have  not  done  so  only  shows  how  immensely  pow- 
erful is  this  great  religious  instinct,  which  God  meant  should  be  Queen 
within  us. 

Let  me  do  no  injustice.  I  admit  the  many  excellent  qualities  ascribed 
to  God  in  the  popular  theology ;  but  remember  this,  that  as  much  as  the 
noblest  words  of  the  New  Testament  add  to  the  conception  of  God  in  the 
worst  parts  of  the  Old  Testament,  just  so  much  also  do  the  savage  notions 
from  Genesis,  Exodus,  Leviticus,  Numbers,  and  Deuteronomy,  from  the 
baser  Psalms,  and  the  Prophets,  take  away  from  the  Father  who  is  in 
Heaven,  the  Spirit  who  is  to  be  worshipped  in  spirit  and  in  truth  I  In 
this  *•'  alligation  alternate  '^  one  chapter  of  the  Old  Testament  can  adulterate 
and  spoil  all  the  blessed  oracles  of  the  New.  Jesus  is  set  off  against  Joshua ; 
the  whole  of  the  Fourth  Gospel,  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  and  many  a 
blessed  Parable,  is  nullified  by  a  scrap  from  some  ancient  Jew  who  thought 
God  was  a  consuming  fire ! 

The  Form  of  Religion  demanded  of  men,  in  accordance  with  the 
ecclesiastical  conception  of  God,  certainly  has  many  good  things,  but  it  is 
not  natural  Piety  for  its  emotional  part,  the  aboriginal  love  of  Grod ;  nor 
natural  Theology  for  its  intellectual  part,  the  natural  Idea  of  Crod ;  nor 
natural  Morality  for  its  practical  part,  the  normal  use  of  every  human  fa- 
culty ;  but  it  is  just  the  opposite  of  these ;  it  has  a  sentiment  against 
nature,  thought  against  nature,  practice  against  nature.  In  place  of 
Love  to  God,  with  trust  and  hope,  the  most  joyous  of  all  emotions 
possible  to  man,  it  puts  Fear  of  God,  with  doubt,  and  dread,  and  de- 
spair, the  most  miserable  of  all  emotions ;  and  in  place  of  love  to  men, 
to  all  men,  according  as  they  need  and  we  are  able,  it  puts  love  only  for 
your  own  little  household  of  faith,  and  hate  for  all  who  cannot  accept 
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yoar  opiniODS ;  for  oat  of  the  eoolesiastioal  oonoeption  of  God  comes  not 
only  the  snperstition  which  darkens  man's  face,  donds  his  mind,  obscures 
his  oonsoience,  and  bmtalizes  his  heart,  but  also  the  persecution  which  red- 
dens his  hand  with  a  brother's  blood.  The  same  spirit  is  in  Boston  to-day 
that  in  the  middle  ages  was  in  Italy  and  Spain.  Why  does  not  it  barn  men 
now,  as  once  it  did  in  Italy,  in  Spain,  and  in  Oxford?  It  only  lacks  the 
power;  the  wish  and  will  are  still  the  same.  It  lacks  the  axe  and  faggot, 
not  the  malignant  will  to  smite  and  burn.  Once  it  liad  the  headsman  at 
its  command,  who  smote  and  silenced  men ;  now  it  can  only  pray,  not  kill. 

Such  being  the  Ecclesiastical  Conception  of  God,  snch  the  Ecclesiastical 
Beligion,  I  do  not  wonder  it  has  so  small  good  influence  on  mankind.  Men 
of  science,  not  clerical,  turn  off  from  such  a  God,  and  such  a  form  of  reli- 
gion. They  are  lees  wise  and  less  happy ;  their  science  is  the  more  imper- 
fect, because  they  do  not  know  the  Infinite  God  of  the  Universe,  the 
Absolute  Religion.  With  reverence  for  a  great  mind,  do  I  turn  the  grand 
studious  pages  of  La  Place  and  Von  Humboldt,  but  not  without  mourning 
the  absence  of  that  religious  knowledge  of  Grod,  and  that  intimate  trust  in 
Him,  which  else  would  have  planted  their  scientific  garden  with  still 
grander  beauty.  I  do  not  wonder  that  men  of  politics  turn  off  fix)m  eccle- 
siastical religion,  and  are  not  warned  from  wickedness  by  its  admonition, 
nor  guided  to  justice  and  philanthropy  by  its  counsels.  Look  at  the  pol- 
iticians of  America,  England,  France,  all  Christendom,  and  can  you  show 
me  a  single  man  of  them  in  a  high  place  who  believes  in  the  ecclesiastical 
conception  of  Grod,  and  in  public  ever  dares  appeal  to  the  religious 
nature  of  man,  and  there  expect  to  find  justification  of  a  great  thought  or 
a  noble  plan  ?  No  I  when  such  politicians  evoke  the  religious  spirit,  it  is 
only  to  make  men  believe  that  it  is  a  religious  duty  to  obey  any  tyrant  who 
seeks  to  plunder  a  nation,  to  silence  the  Press  of  France,  to  crush  out  the 
life  from  prostrate  Italy  and  Spain,  to  send  Americans  kidnapping  in  Penn- 
sylvania or  New  England.  The  great  men  of  science  have  broke  with  the 
ecclesiastical  notion  of  God ;  men  of  great  moral  sense  will  have  nothing  to 
do  with  a  Deity  so  unjust ;  while  the  affectional  and  religious  men,  whose 
^^  primal  virtues  shine  aloft  as  stars,"  whose  deeds  are  **  charities  that 
heal,  and  soothe,  and  bless''  the  weary  sons  of  men,  they  turn  off  with  dis- 
gust from  the  ecclesiastical  God,  whose  chief  qualities  are  self-esteem,  van* 
ity,  and  destructiveness.  One  of  the  most  enlightened  writers  of  the  New 
Testament  says,  **  God  is  Lovi."  **  Yes,"  says  the  ecclesiastical  theologian, 
*"•  but  he  is  also  a  oonsumino  ^irb  ;  he  gives  all  his  love  to  the  Chris- 
tians who  have  faith  in  Chrbt,  and  turns  all  his  wrath  against  the  non- 
Christians  who  have  no  faith  in  Christ.  He  that  believeth  and  is  baptized 
shall  be  saved ;  he  that  believeth  not  shall  be  damned." 

If  a  man  accepts  this  notion  of  God,  he  can  never  be  certain  of  his  own 
welfare  hereafter ;  he  may  hope,  he  cannot  be  sure,  for  salvation  does  not 
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depend  on  a  faithful  use  of  talents  or  opportnnities ;  but  on  right  belief 
and  right  ritaah  And  when  neicher  the  Intuitive  nor  the  reflective  facul- 
ties afford  any  test,  who  knows  if  his  belief  is  right?  The  Jews  are  to  be 
rejected  for  their  faith  in  Moses  and  the  Prophets.  The  Fourth  Gospel 
makes  Jesus  say  that  all  before  him  *•''  were  thieveti  and  robbers ; '' — I  think 
he  never  said  it.  Paul  repudiated  Peter,  if  not  also  James  and  John; 
he  was  a  dissembler,  and  they  only  '*  seemed  to  be  somewhat; "  while  the 
author  of  the  Book  of  Revelation  thrusts  Paul  out  of  heaven,  oonsigning 
him  to  the  synagogue  of  Satan.  Now  if  Paul  and  Peter  and  James  and 
John  did  not  know  what  faith  in  Christ  meant,  and  could  not  agree  to  live 
in  the  same  Church,  and  sit  in  the  same  heaven,  can  you  and  I  be  sure  of 
admittance  there  f 

While  the  ecclesiastical  conception  of  Cod  is  thus  inadequate  to  a 
thoughtful  man^s  religion,  we  are  yet  told  that  we  must  never  reform  this 
notion  I  There  is  a  manifest  progress  in  the  conception  of  Gkxl  in  the 
Biblical  books ;  but  in  the  Christian  Church  we  are  told  that  there  must 
be  no  further  step;  we  must  stop  with  Joshua.  "Fear  hath  torment,^ 
says  that  anonymous,  deep-hearted  religions  writer  of  the  New  Testament, 
seventeen  hundred  years  ago;  but  ^*  perfect  love  casts  out  fear.*'  We  are 
told  we  mu6t  not  cast  it  out,  but  must  have  a  notion  of  Ck>d,  which  we 
must  fear  I  Shame  on  us !  Mankind  has  made  a  mistake.  We  took  a 
false  step  at  the  beginning.  The  dream  which  a  half-savage  Jew  had  of 
God  we  take  for  God's  affidavit  of  his  own  character.  We  do  not  look 
on  the  World  of  Matter  and  Mind,  to  gather  theuce  a  natural  idea  of  Gk>d, 
only  at  the  statements  of  certain  men  who  wrote  seventeen  hundred  or 
three  thousand  years  ago,  men  who  did  well  enough  for  their  Ume,  not 
ours. 

All  round  us  lie  the  evidences  against  the  ecclesiastical  conception  of 
God,  within  us  are  they  yet  thore  distinct.  The  great  mistake  of  the 
Christian  Church  is  its  conception  of  God.  Once  it  was  the  best  the 
nations  could  either  form  or  accept  To-day  it  is  not  worth  while  to  try 
to  receive  it  It  is  inadequate  for  Science,  either  the  philosophy  of 
matter  or  man,  explaining  neither  the  condition,  the  history,  nor  yet  the 
origin  of  on^  or  the  other.  It  is  unfit  for  Religion  ;  for  Piety,  its  senti- 
mental part — Theology,  its  intellectual  part — Morality,  its  practical  part 
I  cannot  love  an  imperfect  God,  I  cannot  serve  an  imperfect  God  with 
perfect  morality. 

There  will  be  no  great  and  sufficient  revival  of  religion  till  this  concep- 
tion be  corrected.  Atheism  is  no  relief;  indifference  cannot  afford  any 
comfort ;  and  belief  makes  the  matter  worse.  The  Churches  complain  of 
the  atheism  of  Science ;  their  false  notion  of  God  made  it  atheistic.  You 
and  I  mourn  at  the  wickedness  of  men  in  power ;  is  there  any  thing  in  the 
ecclesiastical  religion  to  scare  a  tyrant  or  a  traitor  ?  In  high  American 
office  mean  men  live  low  and  wicked  lives,  abusing  the  people's  trust, 
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and  then  at  last,  when  the  instincts  of  Inst,  of  passion,  and  of  ambition  &il 
them,  they  whine  oot  a  few  penitent  words  to  a  priest,  on  their  death 
beds,  with  their  last  breath  making  investment  for  their  fntnre  reputation 
on  earth,  and  also  in  the  Ohristian  Ohurch !  For  this  mouthful  of  wind 
do  they  pass  for  better  Ohristians  than  a  whole  life  of  eighty  years  of 
philanthropy  gave  Franklin  the  reputation  for.  Thus  selfish  and  deceitfhl 
men  are  counted  for  saints  by  the  Christian  clergy,  wliile  the  magnificent 
integrity  of  Franklin  and  Washington  never  gave  them  a  high  place  in 
any  Ohristian  Church  I  Ton  weep  at  the  poverty  of  life  in  the  American 
Church — thirty  thousand  ministers  with  right  of  visitation  and  search  on 
all  mankind,  and  no  more  to  ?how  for  it  I  A  revival  of  religion  going  on 
over  the  whole  land — and  a  revival  of  ^e  slave  trade  at  the  same  time, 
and  neither  hindering  the  other  1  You  mourn  at  the  poverty  of  life  in  the 
Ghnrohes  of  America,  but  the  Church  of  Christendom  is  no  better — nay, 
I  think  the  Church  in  the  Free  States  of  America  is  its  better  part;  the 
Christian  Church  abroad  strikes  hands  with  every  tyrant,  it  treads  down 
mankind,  nor  will  it  be  ever  checked,  while  it  has  such  a  false  conception 
of  God. 

Under  us  is  the  Earth,  every  particle  of  it  immanent  with  God ;  over 
us  are  the  Heavens,  where  every  star  sparkles  with  Deity ;  within  us  are  the 
Heavens  and  the  Earth  of  human  Consciousness,  a  grander  revelation  of 
Deity  in  yet  higher  form.  These  are  all  of  them  a  two-fold  testimony 
against  the  Ecclesiastical  Conception  of  God.  Not  one  of  them  has  a 
whisper  of  testimony  in  favor  of  athebm ;  all  are  crowded  with  evidence  of 
the  Infinite  God,— First  Good,  First  Perfect,  ani  First  Fair,  Father  and 
Mother  to  you  and  me,  to  all  that  were,  that  are,  that  shall  be,  leading  us 
to  life  everlasting. 


SERMON    III. 

THE  PHHiOSOPHICAL  IDEA  OF  GOD  AND  ITS  RELATION  TO  THE 
SCIENTIFIC  AND  RELIGIOUS  WANTS  OF  MANKIND  NOW. 

Perfeot  lore  otiteth  out  fetr.— 1  Johm  Iv.  1& 

The  religions  element  is  so  strong  that  it  always  will  act  both  in  its  in- 
stinctive and  its  reflective  form,  for  though  here  and  there  an  eccentric 
man  neglect  or  treat  it  with  scorn,  no  race  of  men  ever  does  so ;  nay, 
no  nation,  no  little  tribe,  no  considerable  company  of  men.  There  are  a 
thousand  devotees  who  give  up  all  to  the  religious  faculty  where  there  is 
not  a  sin^^e  atheist  who  sacriflces  that  to  sometliing  besides.  Like  the 
two  other  great  Primal  Instincts — the  hunger  for  bread,  which  keeps  the 
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individaal  alive,  and  the  huDger  fbr  posterity,  which  perpetuates  mankind — 
this  hanger  for  Qod  is  not  to  be  pat  down.  Here  and  there  an  individaal 
man  neglects  the  one  or  the  other,  the  instinct  of  food,  of  kind^  of  religion ; 
but  the  human  race  nor  does,  nor  can.  In  Mankind  instinctive  natnre  is 
stronger  than  oaprioions  will.  Whimsy  alters  the  cnt  of  Ahab's  beard,  or 
the  shape  of  JezebePs  ringlets ;  but  the  beard  itself  grows  on  AhaVs  cheek 
and  chin,  will  he  or  nill  he,  and  JezebePs  head  is  herbaged  all  over  with 
curls,  growing  while  she  sleeps 

8oon  as  Man  outgrows  the  wild  state  of  infancy,  where  he  first  ap* 
peared,  in  his  primitive  sense  of  dependence  he  has  always  felt  his  need 
of  God,  as  in  his  infttinctive  perception  he  has  always  felt  the  B&ng  of 
God  reflected  therein,  and  forme^  some  Notion  of  God,  better  or  worse. 
G^  where  you  will,  you  find  that  men  know  God.  The  notions  they  form 
of  him  vary  from  land  to  land,  from  age  to  age.  They  are  the  test  of  the 
people^s  civilization ;  how  rude  with  the  savage  I  how  comprehensive  with 
the  enlightened,  thoughtful,  religious  man  I  But  no  nation  is  withoat 
them,  or  without  a  sense  of  obligation  towards  God  or  the  practice  of  aome 
form  of  service  of  him. 

The  notion  men  form  of  God,  and  the  corresponding  service  they  pay, 
are  both  proportionate  to  the  people^s  civilization.  The  Indian  Massasoit^s 
conception  of  God,  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  fitted  him  as  well  as 
ours  fits  us.  Let  us  never  forget  this,  nor  think  that  we  are  proportion- 
ately more  favored  than  our  fathers  were.  Little  baby  Jimmy  in  Penn- 
sylvania, some  seventy  years  ago,  was  as  much  pleased  with  a  penny 
trumpet,  which  worried  his  aunts  and  uncles,  as  President  Buchanan  now 
is  with  the  Presidency  of  the  United  States  and  power  to  scare  all  Dem- 
ocrats into  obedience.  To  us  our  fathers  in  858  are  barbarians,  and  we 
wonder  how  they  stood  it  in  the  world,  so  poorly  furnished  and  provisioned 
as  tiiey  were.  You  will  be  barbarians  to  your  sons  and  daughters  in 
2868,  and  they  will  wonder  how  you  continued  to  live  and  have  a  good 
time  of  it.  Yet  you  and  I  think  life  is  decent  and  worth  having.  Milk 
and  a  cradle  are  as  good  for  babies  as  meat  and  railroad  engines  for  men. 
Small  things  suit  little  folks.  So  is  it  in  religion  as  all  else  besides.  I  love 
to  read  the  religious  stories  of  rude  nations — ^the  Hebrews,  the  PhUistinea, 
the  New  England  Indians.  The  Iroquois  thought  there  were  three  Spirits, 
the  Spirit  of  Beans,  of  Squashes,  and  of  Indian  Corn,  and  these  made  an 
Agricultural  Trinity,  three  beneficent  persons  in  one  rude  conception  of  a 
Mohawk  God.  Such  a  notion  served  their  souls  as  well  as  the  stone  toma- 
hawk and  snow-shoe  their  hands  and  feet.  Let  us  never  forget  that  each 
age  is  as  sufficient  to  itself  as  any  other  age,  the  first  as  the  last.  The  im- 
mense progress  between  the  two  is  also  the  law  of  God,  who  has  so  fur- 
nished men  that  they  shall  find  satisfaction  for  their  wants,  when  they  are 
babies  of  savage  wildness  and  when  they  are  grown  men  of  civilization. 

From  the  beginning  of  human  history  there  has  been  a  continual  pro- 
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gress  of  man^s  conception  of  God.  It  did  not  begin  with  Jacob,  Isaac  and 
Abraham ;  it  will  not  end  with  you  and  me.  Yesterday  I  mentioned  some 
of  the  facts  of  this  progress  in  the  Bible,  and  pointed  oat  the  Jehovah  of 
the  Pentateuch  eating  veal  with  Abrahapi  and  Sarah,  wrestling  with 
Jacob,  trying  to  kill  Moses  and  not  bringing  it  to  pass ;  I  showed  the 
odds  between  that  conception  of  God  and  "  Our  Father  who  art  in  hea- 
ven," which  filled  up  the  consciousness  of  Jesus,  and  the  God  who  is  Per- 
fect Love,  which  abode  in  the  consciousness  of  another  great  man.  This 
progress  is  observable  in  all  other  people,  in  the  literature  of  every 
nation. 

Religions  progress  cannot  be  wholly  prevented ;  it  may  be  hindered  and 
kept  back  for  a  time.  This  is  the  mischief; — men  form  an  ecclesiastical 
organization,  and  take  such  a  conception  of  God  as  satisfies  them  at  the  time, 
stereotype  it,  and  declare  all  men  shall  believe  that  forever.  They  say 
^  This  is  a  finality ;  there  shall  never  be  any  other  idea  of  Grod  but  this 
same,  no  progress  hereafter."  Then  priests  are  made  in  the  image  of  that 
Deity,  and  they  missliape  whole  communities  of  men  and  women ;  and  ei- 
peciaUy  do  they  lay  their  plastic  hand  on  the  pliant  matter  of  the  child, 
and  mismould  him  into  deformed  and  unnatural  shapes.  What  an  absurd- 
ity I  In  1780,  in  a  little  town  of  Connecticut,  Blacksmith  Beecher,  grim 
all  over  with  soot,  leather-aproned,  his  sleeves  rolled  above  his  elbows, 
with  great,  bare,  hairy  arms,  was  forging  axes  ^^  dull  as  a  hoe,"  and  hoes 
^^  blunt  as  a  beetle,"  yet  the  best  that  men  had  in  Connecticut  in  those 
days.  What  if  the  Connecticut  lumbered  and  farmers  had  come  together, 
and  put  it  into  their  Saybrook  Platform,  that  to  the  end  of  time  all  men 
should  chop  with  Beecher's  axes  and  dig  with  Beechers  hoes,  and  he  who 
took  an  imperfection  therefrom,  his  name  should  be  taken  from  the  LamVs 
Book  of  Life,  and  he  who  should  add  an  improvement  thereto,  the  seven 
last  plagues  should  be  added  unto  him  I  We  all  see  the  absurdity  of  such 
a  thing.  In  1830,  in  Boston,  Minister  Beecher,  grim  with  Calvinism,  snr- 
pliced  from  his  shoulders  to  his  feet,  Geneva-banded,  white-choked,  a 
ctalwart  and  valiant-minded  son  of  the  old  blacksmith,  was  making  a 
theology — notions  of  Man,  of  God,  and  of  the  Relation  between  them.  His 
theological  forge  was  in  full  blast  in  Hanover  Street,  then  in  Bowdoin  Street, 
and  he  wrought  stoutiy  thereat,  he  striking  while  his  parish  blew.  Bat 
his  opinions  were  no  more  a  finality  than  his  father^s  axes  and  hoes.  Let 
Blacksmitii  Beecher,  grim  with  soot,  and  Minister  Beecher,  grim  with 
theology,  hammer  out  the  best  tools  they  can  make,  axes,  hoes,  doctrines, 
sermons,  and  thank  God  if  their  work  be  of  any  service  at  that  time ;  but 
let  neither  the  blacksmith  over  his  forge,  bis  triphammer  going,  nor  the 
minister  over  his  pulpit,  his  Bible  getting  quoted,  ever  say  to  mankind, 
^^  Stop,  gentiemen  I  thus  far  and  no  farther  1 1  am  the  end  of  human  history, 
tiie  last  milestone  on  the  Lord^s  highway  of  progress ;  stop  here,  use  my 
weapon,  and  die  with  it  in  your  hand,  or  your  soul."    Depend  upon  it. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


78 

mankind  will  not  heed  such    men ;  they  will  pass  them  by ;  whoso  ob- 
structs the  path  will  be  trodden  down.    Progress  b  the  law  of  Grod. 

At  an  early  age  the  Christian  Ohnrch  accepted  the  Ecclesiastical  Method 
of  theology,  namely — that  every  word  between  the  lids  of  the  Bible  is 
given  by  God^s  miraonlons  and  infallible  inspiration,  which  contains  the 
religions  trntli,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  bat  the  truth,  and  to  get 
doctrines,  men  must  make  a  decoction  of  Bible,  and  only  of  Bible,  for  that 
is  the  unique  herb  out  of  which  wholesome  doctrines  can  be  brewed.  By 
that  metliod  it  formed  its  conception  of  God.  First,  it  fixed  the  Ethical 
Substance  of  God's  character,  the  quality  of  God,  with  all  the  contradictions 
which  you  find  in  the  Old  Testament  and  the  New.  Next  it  fixed  the 
Arithmetical  Form  of  God's  character,  the  quantitative  distribution  into 
three  persons.  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  alike  in  their  Godhead,  diverse 
in  their  function.  Thus  the  capability  to  produce  was  in  the  Father ;  the 
capacity  of  being  produced  was  in  the  Son ;  the  capacity  of  being  pro- 
ceeded from  was  in  the  Father  and  the  Son,  and  the  capability  of  proceed- 
ing was  in  the  Holy  Ghost.  These  are  the  differentia  of  the  total  Godhead. 
All  that  was  fixed  well-nigh  fifteen  hundred  years  ago. 

Since  that  time  there  have  been  three  great  movements  within  the 
Christian  Church.  First,  an  attempt  to  centralize  ecclesiastical  power  in 
Uie  Bishop  of  Rome  ;  that  was  the  Papal  movement.  Next  was  the  at- 
tempt to  explain  the  ecclesiastical  doctrines  by  human  reason,  not  to  alter 
but  expound  and  demonstrate  by  intellect  what  was  accepted  by  faith ; 
that  was  the  Scholastic  movement.  Then  came  at  last  the  attempt  to  de- 
centralize ecclesiastical  power,  and  bring  back  from  the  Roman  Bishop  to 
the  common  people  what  he  had  filched  thence  away ;  that  was  the  Prot- 
estant movement.  It  split  the  Western  world  in  twain,  following  the 
ethnological  line  of  cleavage ;  and  since  that  there  is  a  Roman  Church 
witli  a  Pope,  and  a  Teutonic  Church  with  a  People.  But  the  Papists  and 
their  opponents  the  Laists,  the  Scholastics  and  their  enemies  the  Dog- 
matists, the  Protestants  and  Catholics,  all  accepted  the  Ecclesiastiod 
Method  of  theology,  and  so  the  Ecclesiastical  Notion  of  God.  So  within 
the  borders  of  the  Christian  Church,  from  the  Council  at  Nice  in  825  to 
the  Council  at  North  Woburn  in  1857,  there  has  been  no  revision  of  the 
Conception  of  God,  no  improvement  thereof.  Protestant  and  Catholic, 
Scholastic  and  Dogmatist,  Laist  and  Papist,  agree  in  the  ethical  subtances 
of  €rod  and  in  the  arithmetical  form.  The  Athanasian  creed  set  forth 
both ;  in  the  fourth  century  it  was  appointed  to  be  read  in  the  churches. 
What  is  called  the  "Apostles'  Creed"  has  little  apostolic  in  it  save 
its  name ;  yet  it  has  been  held  orthodox  for  sixteen  hundred  and  fifty 
years.  All  this  time  there  has  been  no  progress  in  the  ecclesiastical  con- 
ception of  God,  as  set  forth  in  the  great  sects  of  the  Christian  Church ;  the 
same  creed  which  answered  for  the  third  century  sufiSces  the  Chrrch  to- 
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day.  So  long  as  the  Obnroh  holds  to  this  eocleeiastioal  method  of  theology 
there  can  be  no  progress  in  the  notion  of  Grod,  for  only  Biblical  plants  may 
be  pot  into  the  eoolesiastical  caldron,  and  from  them  all  only  that  concept 
tion  can  be  distilled,  though  it  may  be  flavored  a  little,  diversely  here  and 
there,  to  snit  the  taste  of  special  persons. 

Bat  shall  Mankind  stop  ?  We  cannot  if  we  would.  We  can  stereotype 
a  creed  and  hire  men  to  read  it,  or  scare,  or  coax  them ;  but  a  new  Truth 
from  God  shines  straight  down  throogh  creed  and  congregation,  as  that 
sonlight  through  the  sky.  In  the  last  four  hundred  years  what  a  mighty 
development  has  there  been  of  human  knowledge  I  In  three  hundred  and 
sixty  years  the  geographic  world  has  doubled;  and  what  a  development 
in  astronomy,  chemistry,  botany,  zoology ;  in  mathematics,  metaphysics, 
ethics,  history!  How  comprehensive  is  science  now  I  But  there  has 
been  no  development  in  the  Ghurch's  conception  of  God.  The  ecclesias- 
tical God  knows  nothing  of  modem  science — chemistry,  geology,  astron- 
omy ;  even  the  geographic  extent  of  the  earth  is  foreign  thereto ;  neither 
Jehovah  nor  the  ecclesiastical  Trinity  ever  heard  of  Australia,  of  the 
Friendly  Islands,  nor  even  of  the  Oontinent  of  America.  The  ecclesiastical 
conception  of  God  was  formed  before  the^  discovery  of  America,  before 
modem  science  was  possible.  The  two  are  not  ta  be  reconciled.  Which 
shall  yield,  the  Fact  of  Science,  or  the  Fiction  of  Theology? 

Outside  of  the  orthodox  Ohristian  Ohurch  there  has  been  a  great  de- 
velopment of  the  conception  of  Gk)d,  a  revision  of  it  more  or  less  complete, 
certainly  a  great  improvement  Thus  the  Unitarians  rejected  the  Trinita- 
rian arithmetic,  and  said,  ^^  God  is  one  nature  in  one  person."  The  Univer- 
salists  rejected  the  devilish  element  and  said,  ^^  God  is  love  all  over,  and 
is  not  hate  anywhere."  Once  it  seemed  as  if  these  two  sects  wruld  make 
a  revolution  in  the  Church's  notion  of  God :  but  alas  I  the  Unitarians  and 
Universalists  both  accept  the  eoolesiastical  method  of  theology^  and  when 
they  appeal  to  the  miraculous  and  infallible  Bible  in  support  of  their  more 
reasonable  and  religious  notion  of  God,  they  are  always  beaten  in  that 
court  where  Genesis  is  of  as  much  value  as  the  four  Gospels,  and  murder- 
ous Joshua  as  great  a  theological  authority  as  beneficent  Jesus.  So  when 
they  rely  on  tlie  Bible,  these  sects  are  defeated,  and  draw  back  toward  the 
old  Ohurch  with  its  belief  of  a  ferocious  Deity ;  this  explains  the  condition 
and  character  of  these  two  valuable  sects.  Accordingly,  little  good  has  come 
from  their  movement,  once  so  hopeful.  They  would  change  Measures  and 
Doctrines,  but  they  would  not  alter  the  Principle  which  controls  the  mea- 
sure, nor  the  Method  whereby  the  doctrines  are  made ;  and  so  these  sects 
leaven  only  a  little  of  the  whole  lump ;  they  do  not  create  that  great  fer- 
mentatioQ  which  is  necessary  to  make  the  whole  Church  take  a  new  form. 
How  much  depends  on  the  first  Principle,  and  the  right  Method  I 

Now,  by  the  Philosophic  Metliod,  a  man  takes  the  Facts  of  instinctive  and 
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reflective  Oonsoioosnees  within  him,  and  the  Faotf  of  ObeenratioD  withoat, 
and  thence  forms  his  Idea  of  God.  He  will  be  helped  by  the  labors  of  8iich 
as  have  gone  before  him,  and  will  refiise  to  be  hindered  by  the  erron  of 
the  greatest  men.  He  will  take  the  good  things  about  God  in  this  blessed 
Bible,  because  they  are  good,  but  not  a  single  ill  thing  will  he  take  be- 
cause it  is  in  the  Bible.  *^  God  is  love,"  says  a  writer  in  the  New  Testament, 
and  our  thoughtful  man  will  accept  that ;  but  he  will  not  feel  obliged  to 
accept  that  other  statement,  in  the  Old  Testament,  that ''  Gk>d  is  a  con- 
suming fire;  "  or  yet  a  kindred  one  in  the  New  Testament,  ''  Theee  shall 
go  away  into  everlasting  punishment,"  ^*  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his 
angels."  He  will  understand  and  believe  that  ^^  He  that  k>veth  is  bom  c€ 
God,  and  knoweth  God ; "  but  he  will  not  assent  to  this,  which  tlie  Christian 
Church  teaches,  *^  He  that  believeth  and  b  baptized  shall  be  saved,  bat 
he  that  believeth  not  shall  be  damned."  Because  he  accepts  the 
good  and  true  of  the  Bible,  he  will  not  fiall  down  and  accept  the  false 
and  ill ;  for  the  ultimate  standard  of  appeal  will  not  be  to  a  Book  writ 
with  pens,  as  a  minister  interprets  it,  but  to  the  Facts  of  the  Universe,  as 
the  human  mind  interprets  them. 

In  philosophic  men  the  reflective  element  prevails;  but  I  do  not  think 
they  often  have  much  intaitive  power  to  perceive  religious  truths  directly, 
by  the  primal  human  instinct ;  nor  do  I  think  that  they  in  the  wisest  way 
observe  the  innermost  Activities  of  the  human  soul.  Poets  like  Sliakespeare 
observe  the  play  of  human  passion  and  ambition  better  than  metaphysi- 
cians like  Berkeley  and  Hume,  better  than  moralists  like  Butler  and  Paley. 
Commonly,  I  think,  men  and  women  of  simple  religious  feeling  fumiah 
the  facts  which  men  of  great  thoughtful  genius  work  up  into  philosophic 
theology.  It  is  but  rarely  that  any  man  has  a  genius  for  instinctive  in- 
tuition, and  also  for  philosophic  generalization  therefrom.  Such  a  man, 
when  he  comes,  fills  the  who^  sky,  fVom  the  nadir  of  special  primitive 
religious  emotion  up  to  the  zenith  of  universal  philosophic  thought.  You 
and  I  need  not  wait  for  such  men,  but  thankfully  take  the  Truth,  part  \>j 
part,  here  a  little  and  there  a  little,  and  accept  the  service  of  whoso  can 
help,  but  taking  no  man  for  master — neither  Calvin,  nor  Luther,  nor  Pan], 
nor  John,  nor  Moses,  nor  Jesus — open  our  soul  to  the  Infinite  God,  who 
is  sure  to  come  in  without  bell,  book,  or  candle. 

When  a  man  pursues  this  natural,  philosophic  method  of  theology,  takes 
his  facts  from  consciousness  in  his  own  world,  and  observation  in  the 
world  of  matter,  then  he  arrives  at  the  Philosophical  Idea  of  the  Gk>d  of 
Infinite  Perfection.  That  Gk>d  has  all  the  qualities  of  complete  and  per- 
fect being ;  He  has  Infinite  Power  to  do,  Infinite  Mind  to  know.  Infinite 
Conscience  to  will  the  right.  Infinite  Affection  to  love.  Infinite  Holiness  to 
be  faithful  to  his  affections,  conscience,  mind,  power.  He  has  Being  with- 
out limitation,  Absolute  Being ;  he  is  present  in  all  space,  at  all  times ; 
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everywhere  always,  as  maoh  as  soraetiraes  anywhere.  He  fills  all  spirit, 
not  less  than  all  matter,  yet  is  not  limited  hy  either,  traosoending  both, 
being  alike  the  materiality  of  matter,  and  the  spirituality  of  spirit — that 
is,  the  snbstantiality  which  is  the  ground  of  each,  and  which  surpasses 
and  comprehends  all.  He  is  Perfect  Cause  and  Perfect  Providence,  cre- 
ating all  things  from  a  perfect  motive,  of  a  perfect  material,  for  a  perfect 
purpose,  and  as  a  perfect  means,  and  to  a  perfect  end.  So,  of  all  conceiv- 
able worids  he  majces  the  best  possible,  of  all  conceivable  degrees  of  weU 
&re  he  provides  the  best  in  kind  and  the  greatest  in  bulk,  not  only  for  all 
as  a  whole,  but  for  each  as  an  individual,  for  Jesus  of  Nazareth  who  is 
fiftithful,  for  Judas  Iscariot  who  turns  traitor.  There  is  no  Absolute  Evil 
in  the  world,  either  for  the  whole  as  all,  nor  for  any  one  as  part. 

That  is  the  Philosophic  Idea  of  God  and  of  his  relation  to  the  Universe. 
To-day  I  state  it  short,  for  I  have  dwelt  on  it  often  before,  and  perhaps  at 
some  other  time  I  shall  take  up  the  idea  part  by  part,  and  speak  of  God  as 
Infinite  Power,  then  as  Infinite  Wisdom,  then  as  Infinite  Justice,  as  Infi- 
nite Love,  Infinite  Integrity,  and  so  on. 

I  think  this  Idea  of  God  as  Infinite  Perfection,  Perfect  Power,  Wisdom, 
Justice,  Love,  'Holiness,  is  the  grandest  thought  which  has  ever  come  into 
mortal  mind.  It  is  the  highest  result  of  human  civilization.  I^et  no  man 
claim  it^as  his  original  thought ;  it  is  the  result  of  all  mankind^s  religious 
experience.  It  lay  latent  in  human  nature  once,  a  mere  instinctive  reli- 
gious feeling.  At  length  it  becomes  a  bright  particular  thought  in  some ' 
great  mind ;  and  one  day  will  be  the  universal  thought  in  all  minds,  and 
will  displace  all  other  notions  of  God — Hindoo,  Egyptian,  Hebrew,  Classic, 
Ohristian,  Mohammedan,  Just  as  the  true  theory  of  astronomy,  which  act- 
ually explains  the  stars,  displaced  the  Ptolemaic  and  all  the  other  theories 
whhic  were  only  approximate;  just  as  the  iron  axe  displaced  the  toma- 
hawk of  stone. 

The  Evidence  of  this  God  is  in  man's  Oonsciousness  and  in  the  World  of 
Matter  likewise  outside  of  him.  When  the  idea  is  presented  to  a  thought- 
ful man,  he  at  once  says,  ^^  Yes,  God  is  Infinite  Perfection,  Power,  Wis- 
dom, Justice,  Holiness,  Love,"  for  human  nature  is  too  strong  for  his  the- 
ologio  prejudice.  To  prove  there  is  such  a  being  as  Jehovah,  who  met 
lioses  in  a  tavern  between  Midian  and  Egypt  some  thirty-three  hundred 
years  ago,  and  vainly  tried  to  kill  him,  you  must  know  Hebrew,  and  un- 
derstand the  antiquities  of  the  Jews,  know  who  wrote  the  Book  of  Exo- 
dus, where  he  got  his  facts,  what  he  meant  by  his  words,  what  authority 
he  rested  on;  and  when  you  have  made  that  investigation,  the  story  wiU 
turn  out  to  be  wind,  and  none  the  better  because  Hebrew  wind  thirty- 
three  hundred  years  old ;  and  after  all  that,  you  do  not  come  to  a  fact 
of  the  Universe,  but  only  the  fiction  of  a  story-teller.  But  to  prove  the 
Infinite  Perfection  of  God,  you  have  the  facte  in  your  own  nature; 
you  are  to  sit  down  beaide  that  primeval  well  and  draw  for  yourself, 
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and  drinking  thenoQ,  yon  shall  thirst  no  longer  for  heathen  Abana  and 
Pharpar,  the  rivers  of  Grentile  Damasoas,  nor  for  the  Hebrew  Jordan 
itself^  for  joa  shall  find  there  is  a  well  of  living  water  within  you,  spring- 
ing np  to  everlasting  life ;  and  as  you  drink,  the  soales  of  theologle  leproej 
fall  off  from  yonr  eyes,  and  you  stand  there  a  clean  man,  full  of  the  primi- 
tive, aboriginal  vigor  of  Humanity.  As  you  look  down  into  that  depth  of 
oonscioQsness  do  you  behold  the  eternal  and  immutable  Idea  of  the  Infi- 
nitely Perfeot  GU>d  forever  mirrored  there.  This  depends  on  no  subjecdre 
peculiarities  of  the  individual,  but  on  the  objective  forces  of  the  Universe. 
So,  by  its  name  to  distinguish  it  from  all  other  notions  of  God,  I  will  call 
this  the  Philosophical  or  Natural  Idea  of  God ;  it  seems  to  me  a  fact  given 
in  Humanity  itself  a  self-evident  truth  of  spiritual  consciousness,  some- 
thing we  diaoover  in  the  Universe,  not  something  we  invent  and  project 
thereon.  So,  while  I  name  the  others  Conceptions  of  God,  I  call  this  the 
Idea  of  God — the  Philosophical  Idea,  because  derived  by  that  Method — 
the  Natural,  because  it  corresponds  to  Nature.  To  this  men  will  also  add 
conceptions  of  their  own  invention,  which  partake  of  the  subjective  peon- 
liarity  of  John  or  Jane. 


L  This  Idea  of  God  is  adequate  to  die  Purposes  oi  Science.  First  of 
all  things  the  philosopher  wants  an  Adequate  Cause  for  the  Facts  of  the 
'  Universe,  both  the  World  of  Matter  out  of  him,  and  the  World  of  Spirit  in 
him.  He  is  to  explain  facts  by  showing  their  mode  of  operation,  and 
tracing  them  back  to  the  cause — to  the  proximate  cause  first,  to  the  ulti- 
mate cause  at  last.  Now,  as  I  showed  befoi*e,  the  Ecclesiastical  Conception 
of  God  furnishes  no  adequate  cause  for  the  Facts  of  the  Universe.  .To  the 
theologian  it  is  cause  sufficient  for  Noah^s  flood,  for  the  ark,  for  the  down- 
fall of  Jericho  when  the  rams^-horns  blew,  for  the  standing  sUJl  of  the  son 
and  moon  while  a  Hebrew  army  slew  their  victims ; — it  explains  snch 
things  as  are  not  authenticated  facts  of  history,  but  only  anonymous  fic- 
tions of  mythology.  It  is  no  adequate  cause  for  the  earth  under  our  feet, 
for  the  heavens  over  our  head,  and,  least  of  all,  for  this  earth  and  heaven 
of  human  consciousness  within  us.  The  ecclesiastical  God  is  sufiicient 
cause  for  the  Westminster  Catechism,  for  baptism,  by  sprinkling  or  plunging, 
for  belief  in  eternal  damnation,  for  admission  to  Dr.  Banbaby's  Church — 
but  it  does  not  explain  a  mother^s  love  for  her  wicked,  profligate  girl ;  nor 
David^s  wailing  over  his  worthless,  handsome  boy;  ^*  0  Absalom,  my  son  I 
my  son  Absalom  I  would  God  that  I  had  died  for  thee  I" — there  is  no  fact  in 
the  ecclesiastical  God's  consciousness  which  corresponds  to  that.  It  is  not 
cause  for  such  a  man  as  Socrates,  or  Franklin,  nor  such  women  as  Miss 
Dix  and  Miss  Nightingale,  and  others  not  less  noble,  only  less  known.  It 
explains  Pharaoh^s  dream  about  fat  and  leankine;  tlie  story  of  Elisha^ 
cursing  the  children  who  cried  after  him,  ^*  Go  up^  thou  bald  head,  go,** 
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and  of  the  two  she^bears  out  of  the  woods  who  tore  two  and  forty  ot  those 
children  to  atoms  in  Divine  and  bearish  wrath — bnt  it  does  not  explain 
the  life  of  such  a  man  as  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  nor  his  lament,  **  O  Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem  I"  It  does  not  acoount  for  that  grandest  of  human  triumphs, 
"  Father,  forgive  them,  for  they  know  not  what  they  do."  To  ezplaii^ 
snph  characters  the  ecdeeiastical  conception  of  God  is  no  piore  adequate 
cause  than  the  penny-trumpet  in  a  little  boy^s  mouth  is  sufficient  to  ex- 
plain the  world  of  music  which  Beethoven  dreamed  into  thought  and  then 
f  poured  forth,  gladdening  the  earth  with  such  sweet  melody.  Read  the 
Book  of  Genesis,  then  read  Kewton^s  Principia,  Humboldt^s  Eosmos,  nay, 
any  college  manual  of  chemistry,  and  ask  if  the  theologic  God  is  cause 
adequate  to  the  chemic  composition  of  a  single  flower!  Nay,  read  the 
atones  in  Genesis,  or  the  sermons  in  Jonathan  Edwards,  and  then  in  some 
starry  night  look  up  to  the  sky,  and  ask  if  that  form  of  Deity  could  have 
conceived  the  heavens?    You  see  at  once  how  insufficient  it  is. 

But  the  God  of  Infinite  Perfection  is  Adequate  Oause  for  all  the  facts 
in  the  Universe.    In  the  world  of  matter  you  find  Power  resident  on  the 
spot ;  Mind  resident  on  the  spot,  a  Plan  everywhere,  things  working  to- 
gether in  order.    The  world  of  matter  is  a  "  team  of  little  atomies,"  thing 
yoked  to  thing,  and  skilfully  are  they  drove  afield  by  that  Almighty  One 
whose  thoughtful  road  is  everywhere.    All  is  orderly — ^never  a  break  in 
the  line  of  continuity.    In  the  fossil  animals  which  perished  a  million  of 
years  ago  you  find  proximate  formations  which  point  to  man;  nay,  >et 
further  back  in  the  ^structure  of  the  earth,  the  fashion  of  the  solar  system 
itself,  do  we  find  finger-posts  which  indicate  the  road  to  humanity— dis- 
tinctly pointing  unto  man.    There  is  Law  always,  a  constant  mode  of  ope- 
ration, never  a  miracle ;  no  chemist,  geologist,  astronomer,  can  show  proof 
of  the  "  intervention  of  Gk)d,"  but  the  Power,  Mind,  Law,  constant  mode 
of  operation^  these  show  the  presence  of  GK)d  always,  everywhere,  ordering 
all  things  ^^  by'number  and  measure  and  weight."    The  chemist  analyzes 
matter  into  some  sixty  primitive  substances,  oxygen,  hydrogen,  nitrogen, 
oarbon,  and  the  rest ;  bnt  of  all  that  ^*  team  of  atomies  "  not  a  single  brute 
creature  ever  thinks  a  thought ;  it  is  in  God  that  the  Mind  resides,  in 
bim  is  the  Power  and  the  Plan.    Mr.  Whewell,  a  theological  man  indeed, 
but  yet  also,  I  think,  certainly  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  dispassionate 
men  of  science  m  these  days,  writes  a  book  against  the  Plurality  of  Worlds, 
and  declares  there  is  no  conscious  life  analogous  to  man's  in  any  planet,  in 
Btin,  or  moon,  or  star :  it  is  a  dead  world  up  tliere ;  the  sun  is  a  dead  sun, 
the  moon  is  dead  as  brass,  and  there  is  no  life  in  any  star.    Why  so?    It 
IB  not  consistent  with  the  Ecdesiastioal  Notion  of  God ;  the  Book  of  Mira- 
culous Revelation  never  gives  us  a  hint  of  a  living  thing  in  sun  or  moon 
or  star ;  the  Plan  of  Atonement  applies  only  to  the  earth,  it  cannot  reach 
an  inch  beyond  the  atmosphere,  which  extends  about  fifby^wo  miles  from 
the  sartBce  I    Mr.  Whewell  is  right — a  plurality  of  worlds  is  wholly  in- 
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consistent  witb  the  eoclesiastical  God;  there  is  no  record  that  such  a 
thought  ever  crossed  the  mind  of  Moses,  Jesus,  Paul  or  John,  that  it  ever 
occurred  to  Hebrew  Jehovah  or  Christian  Trinity.  But  it  is  not  incon- 
sistent with  the  Infinite  God,  and  the  philosopher  who  believes  in  him  will 
not  correct  the  facts  of  Nature  by  the  fictions  of  Genesis.  To  him,  how 
different  the  World  of  Matter  appears,  one  grand  act  of  creative  power, 
which  is  everywhere  active  at  all  times. 

Then  when  this  Idea  is  accepted  no  philosopher  will  be  bid  to  look  for 
a  miracle,  and  called  an  "infidel"  because  he  finds  only  Law — ^law  in, 
the  botanic  growth  of  plants,  law  in  the  chemic  composition  of  minerals, 
law  in  the  mechanic  structure  of  the  earth,  the  sun,  the  solar  system,  the 
Universe  itself.  Then  there  will  be  no  atheistic  Lagranges  and  La  Places 
to  deny  all  God,  because  they  do  not  find  the  phantom  which  theolo- 
gians bid  thetn  seek,  and  because  their  telescope  bores  through  the  spot 
where  the  New  Jerusalem  was  said  to  be,  and  finds  but  blank  celes- 
tial space  I  From  the  scheme  of  matter  and  of  mind  no  brilliant  Schelling, 
no  cautions,  erudite  Yon  Buch,  no  comprehensive,  magnificent,  generous, 
and  thousand-minded  Yon  Humboldt  shall  ever  omit  the  Oause  and  Provi- 
dence of  matter  and  of  mind  I 

Then,  too,  how  different  will  the  great  complex  world  of  Human  His- 
tory appear !  Men  will  study  it  without  hindrance,  asking  only  for  fects, 
for  the  law  of  the  facts,  and  the  human  meaning  of  the  law.  They  will 
find  no  miracle  in  man's  religious  history,  but  a  continual  development  of 
a  faculty  common  to  all  mankind,  a  gradual  progress  in  religious  feeling, 
religious  thought,  religious  act ;  no  savage  nation  without  consciousness 
of  God,  a  sense  of  dependence,  obligation,  gratitude — aye,  and  trust  in 
him,  and  something  of  love  for  him  "  even  in  savage  bosoms  " — all  this 
proportionate  to  the  people's  civilization.  The  philosopher  will  find  God 
in  all  human  history,  in  the  gradual  elevation  of  mankind  from  the  low 
state  of  the  wild  man,  to  higher  and  higher  types  of  excellence. 

Jehovah  is  the  God  of  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob ;  he  inspires  only 
Jews,  them  not  much.  He  hates  Esau,  and  butchers  the  Canaanites.  To 
the  Gentiles  he  is  not  a  loving  God,  but  a  hating  Devil.  The  ecclesiastical 
God  is  a  Redeemer  only  to  the  redeemed — a  handful  of  men,  rather  mean 
men  too,  I  fear,  most  of  them.  What  is  he  to  babies  dying  unbaptized  ? 
What  to  the  wicked  whom  death  cuts  down  in  their  nn repented  naugh- 
tiness ?  He  is  not  Grod,  but  a  *'  consuming  fire ; "  he  is  "  the  Devil  and  his 
angels"  to  such;  not  the  God  of  love,  but  a  "great  and  dreadful  God," 
who  laughs  when  their  fear  cometh,  and  crushes  Sodom  and  Gomorrah 
under  his  fiery  hail ;  and,  all  bloody  with  battle,  tramples  populous  Idnroea 
under  foot,  as  a  Bacchanalian  treads  the  wine-press  full  of  purple-blooded 
grapes! 

With  the  philosophical  Idea,  there  is  a  Qod  for  all  nations,  for  all  men, 
inspiring  liberal  Gh*e6ce  and  prudent  Rome  not  less  than  pious  Judea— a 
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God  for  babies  spriDkled,  and  for  babies  all  unsmooched  by  priestly  hands ; 
a  God  for  Jacob  and  Esaa,  Jew  and  Gentile;  a  God  to  whom  mankind  is 
dear,  Father  and  Mother  to  the  human  race  I  Then  you  can  explain  hu- 
man history :  the  diverse  talents  of  Egyptian,  Hindoo,  Persian,  Hebrew, 
Greek,  Teuton,  Celt,  American,  these  are  various  gifts,  which  imply  no 
partial  love  on  the  part  of  him  who  makes  yon  oak  a  summer  green,  yon 
pine  a  winter  green.  You  find  the  Infinite  God  in  human  history,  as  in 
the  world  of  matter ;  for  as  the  plan  of  material  combination,  mineral, 
vegetable,  animal,  did  not  reside  in  any  one  of  the  sixty  primitive  sub- 
stances,  nor  in  the  world  of  minerals,  plants,  animals,  but  in  God,  who  is 
the  thooghtfal  substance  to  these  unthinking  forms — so  the  plan  of  human 
history  is  not  in  Abraham,  Isaac,  Jacob ;  it  is  not  in  the  whole  world  of 
men,  bat  in  the  Infinite  GU>d,  who  is  the  Providence  that  shapes  our  ends 
to  some  grand  purpose  which  we  know  not  of.  Thus  the  true  idea  of 
God  is  adequate  to  the  Purposes  of  Science  both  of  matter  and  man. 

n.  This  Idea  of  God  is  also  adequate  to  the  Purposes  of  Religion. 
For  that  I  want  not  merely  a  cause  sufficient  to  my  intellect,  but  much 
more.  I  want  a  God  I  can  trust  and  have  absolute  con6dence  in,  so  that  I 
am  sure  of  him.  Now  the  savage  may  confide  in  a  God  of  blood,  a  partial 
€k>d,  who  loves  Jacob  and  hates  Esau ;  an  inconstant  and  irregular  God, 
who  works  by  fits  and  starts,  who  is  absent  now  for  a  long  time,  and  then 
oomes  in  with  miraculous  pomp,  signs,  and  wonders.  A  malignant  man 
may  be  content  for  a  moment  with  his  vengeful  Deity,  who  hates  the  wicked 
and  wiU  torment  them  forever ;  but  soon  as  a  man  is  considerably  enlight- 
ened in  his  mind,  conscience,  heart  and  soul,  soon  as  he  comprehends  the 
Power  that  is  everywhere  always,  active  and  acting  for  good,  then  that 
savage  deity  is  not  enough  for  him.  He  wants  not  only  infinite  Ability, — 
power  of  Force  to  do,  power  of  Mind  to  plan,  and  Will  to  execute,  but 
also  power  of  Conscience  to  will  right,  and  the  Infinite  power  of  Affec- 
tion to  love  all  men  and  all  things,  using  this  energy  of  will,  mind, 
force,  for  the  welfare  of  each  man — nay,  of  every  mote  that  peoples  this 
little  leaf.  That  quality  is  not  in  the  ecclesiastical  Qod;  here  it  is  in 
the  true  God  of  earth  and  heaven  and  human  consciousness.  He  is 
perfect  creating  Cause,  making  all  things  of  the  best  possible  material, 
from  the  best  possible  motives,  for  the  best  possible  purpose,  and  as  the 
best  possible  means  to  achieve  that  purpose.  He  is  perfect  conserving 
Providence,  who  is  as  perfectly,  completely  and  essentially  present  in  this 
little  rosebud  which  I  liold  in  my  hand,  as  he  was  when,  as  the  Biblical 
poet  has  it,  *^  the  morning  stars  sang  together,  and  all  the  sons  of  God 
shouted  for  joy,"  at  the  creation  of  the  earth,  just  springing  into  new-born 
stellar  life.  He  administers  all  things  by  the  perfect  metliod,  with  the 
best  of  means,  and  will  secure  the  best  of  ends  for  you  and  me,  for  each 
man,  saint  and  sinner,  for  the  poor  widow  who  supplicates  and  the  unjust 
judge  who  fears  not  God,  neither  regards  man. 
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By  the  eoolesiastioal  notion  there  is  Absolute  Evil  in  God,  a  dark  deep 
baokgronnd,  ont  of  which  oomes  evil  in  the  nature  of  things ;  and  hence 
oomee  the  total  depravity  of  man,  hence  the  wrath  of  God,  enlivening  for- 
ever the  fire  of  hell,  which  no  delnge  of  hnman  tears  and  blood  can  ever 
quench.  So  the  Evil  in  the  world  is  eternal,  not  reconciled,  not  atoned  for : 
it  cannot  be  removed,  neither  in  this  life  nor  that  to  come,  because  it  is  an 
essential  part  of  God.  Nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  men  out  of  a  thon- 
sand  are  sinners,  and  their  sin  is  eternal,  not  to  be  removed ;  so  their  agony 
has  no  end.  Trace  it  back  logically  to  its  ultimate  cause,  and  it  is  all 
Qod^s  fault.  So  every  sin  not  repented  of  that  you  and  I  commit,  is  not 
only  perpetual  wretchedness  for  us,  but  likewise  an  eternal  blot  on  the 
character  of  the  ecclesiastical  God.  Under  the  parlor  windows  of  his 
little  Heaven,  where  the  elect  loll  on  their  couches  and  look  out,  indolently 
touching  their  harps  of  gold,  there  lies  the  immeasurable  Sink  of  Hdl, 
where  the  Devils,  those  unclean  beasts  of  the  infernal  world,  wallow  con- 
tinual, rending  the  souls  of  men,  while  the  reek  of  their  agony  ascends  up 
forever  and  ever  1 

But  by  the  true  and  philosophic  or  natural  Idea  of  God,  all  the  Evil  of 
the  world  is  something  incident  to  man^s  development,  and  no  more  per- 
manent than  the  stumbling  of  a  child  who  learns  to  walk,  or  his  scrawling 
letters  when  he  first  essays  to  write.  It  will  be  outgrown,  and  not  a  par- 
ticle of  it  or  its  consequences  shall  cleave  permanent  to  mankind.  This  is 
true  of  the  individual  wrongs  which  you  and  I  commit;  and  likewise  of 
such  vast  wickedness  as  war,  political  oppression,  and  the  hypocrisy  of 
priesthoods.  These  are  blots  in  mankind^s  writing-book,  which  we  make 
in  learning  to  copy  out  God^s  Eternal  Rule  of  Right  in  Mr  round  let- 
ters, so  clear  that  he  may  read  who  runs.  The  very  pain  the  error  gives 
is  remedial,  not  revengeful ;  it  is  medicine  to  cure  and  save  and  bless,  not 
poison  to  kill  and  torture  with  eternal  smart.  Here  then  is  a  God  you  can 
trust — Power,  Wisdom,  Will,  Justice  also,  and  likewise  Love.  What  quality 
is  there  a  man  can  ask  for  that  is  not  in  the  Infinite,  Perfect  Qod  f 

Then  there  will  be  a  Form  of  Religion  adapted  to  represent  such  an  idea 
of  God.  It  will  conform  to  Man's  Nature,  his  body  and  soul,  doing  justice 
to  every  part,  for  as  God  made  man  with  such  faculties  as  would  best 
serve  liis  own  great  end,  so  it  is  clear  that  It  is  man's  duty  to  use  these 
faculties  in  their  natural  way,  for  their  normal  purpose.  Qod  did  not 
make  man  with  something  redundant  to  be  cut  off,  or  lacking  something 
tr>  be  sought  elsewhere  and  tied  on ;  he  gave  us  such  faculties  as  are  fit  for 
our  work. 

1.  See  the  effect  this  idea  has  on  Piety.  A  natural  religious  instinct 
inclines  us  to  love  God.  If  we  have  an  Idea  of  him  which  suits  that  faculty, 
then  the  soul  loves  God  as  the  eye  loves  light,  the  ear  sound,  as  the  miod 
loves  truth,  use  and  beauty,  the  conscience  justice,  and  the  affidctions  men 
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and  women.  The  hnngry  religions  faculty  seeks  for  itself  bread,  finds  it,  and 
is  filled  with  strength  and  delight.  If  if  find  it  not,  then  we  are  tortured 
by  Fear,  that  ngly  raven  which  preys  on  the  dissatisfied  heart  of  man. 
Now  the  Infinite  God  is  the  ot^eot  of  entire  and  complete  satisfaction  to 
the  8onl.  Yon  want  perfect  power  for  your  reverence,  perfect  wisdom 
for  your  intellect,  perfect  justice  for  your  conscience,  perfect  love  for  your 
affections,  perfect  integrity  for  your  soul :  and  here  they  all  are  in  the  in- 
finitely perfect  Qod.  So  piety  will  he  complete  in  all  its  parts,  and  perfect 
too  in  each.  I  cannot  love  a  wicked  man  as  a  good  man,  nor  a  foolish  and 
ncjust  man  as  one  wise  and  just;  no  more  can  I  love  a  foolish  €k)d,  nor  an 
unjust  Gk>d,  nor  a  hating  Gt>d.  In  proportion  as  I  am  wise,  just,  humane, 
shall  I  hate  such  a  Ood,  and  repudiate  the  shameful  thought.  But  the 
perfect  Qod — ^I  cannot  help  loving  him  just  in  proportion  to  my  excellence. ' 
He  made  me  so.  I  put  it  to  the  consciousness  of  every  one  of  you,  is  it  not 
so?  When  God  is  thus  presented  as  infinitely  perfect,  can  you  refrain 
from  loving  him  with  your  intellect,  your  conscience,  heart  and  soul? 
No  more  than  the  healthy  eye  can  fail  to  enjoy  the  light;  no  more  than 
the  hungry,  healthy  appetite  can  help  rejoicing  in  its  natural  food,  the 
maiden  in  her  lover,  or  the  bridegroom  in  his  bride  I 

2.  Not  less  does  this  Idea  of  God  affect  Morality,  the  other  part  of 
religion^  I  find  certain  ideal  rules  of  conduct  writ  on  my  body  and  in 
my  spirit  By  inward  and  outward  experience  gradually  I  learn  these 
rules — the  laws  of  God,  enacted  by  him  into  my  flesh  and  soul.  I  shall 
try  to  keep  these  laws ;  I  know  they  are  his  commandment  I  shall  turn 
every  foculty  to  its  special  work.  My  general  piety,  the  love  of  God,  shall 
oome  out  in  my  normal  daily  work,  in  temperance  and  chastity,  the  piety 
of  the  body ;  in  knowledge  of  the  true,  the  useful,  the  beautiful,  the  piety 
of  the  intellect ;  in  justice  for  all  men,  the  piety  of  the  conscience ;  in 
affection  for  all  in  their  various  relations  to  me,  in  love  for  my  friend,  kin- 
dred, wife  and  child,  which  is  the  piety  of  the  heart ;  yes,  it  will  appear 
in  continual  trust,  in  absolute  reliance  on  the  Infinite  God,  which  is  the 
great  total  generic  piety  of  the  soul. 

.  Then  Religion  will  not  be  away  ofl^  one  side  of  my  life,  separate  from 
my  daily  duty  as  brother,  sister,  son,  father,  mother;  not  apart  from  my 
work  as  blacksmith,  governor,  shoemaker,  minister,  nurse,  seamstress, 
baby-tender,  cook,  editor,  judge,  or  whatever  I  may  be ;  but  the  soul  of 
piety  will  make  religion  in  all  these  things.  It  will  not  be  an  exception 
in  my  life,  condensed  into  a  single  moment  of  morning  or  of  evening 
prayer; tit  will  be  the  instance  of  my  life,  spread  as  daylight  over  all  my 
work. 


One  day  this  Idea  of  Gh>d  will  shine  in  humah  consciousness,  and  all 
the  rude  conceptions  which  now  prevail  will  vanish  as  Moloch,  Baal,  Zens, 
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Japiter,  Odin,  and  Thor  have  faded  oat  from  the  religion  of  all  live  man- 
kind. To-day  nobody  prays  to,  nor  swears  by  these  names,  wherennto  mil- 
lions of  men  once  tell  prostrate  and  poured  out  such  sacrificial  blood.  One 
day  the  God  of  Infinite  Perfection  shall  be  felt  and  known  by  all  mankind  I 
Then  no  bigot,  ignorant  as  a  beast,  shall  essay  to  rebuke  thonghtful  men 
where  he  knows  nothing  and  they  know  much.  No  longer  shall  priests — ill- 
born  to  little  talent,  ill-bred  to  superstition,  ignorance  and  bad  manners — 
thrust  their  anointed  stupidity  in  between  man  and  God ;  no  longer  shall 
fanaticism  pinch  the  forehead  of  the  people ;  no  longer  shall  it  mutilate 
the  fair  body  of  man,  nor  practise  yet  more  odious  emasculation  on  the 
soul.  Beligion  shall  not  mildew  and  rot  the  fruit  of  manhood ;  nor  blast 
the  bloom  of  youtli ;  nor  nip  the  baby  bud :  bu^  the  strongest  force  in  oar 
nature  shall  warm  and  electrify  the  whole  plant  of  humanity,  helping  the 
baby  bud  swell  into  youthful  bloom,  and  ripen  into  manly  fruit,  golden  and 
glorious  amid  the  sheltering  leaves  of  human  life.  To  youth,  religion  shall 
give  a  rosier  flush  of  healthy  joy ;  to  maid  and  man  shall  it  bring  strength, 
more  stalwart  and  a  lovelier  beauty,  cheering  them  through  their  single 
or  their  married  toilsome  life ;  and  it  shall  set  its  kingliest  diadem,  a  crown 
of  heavenly  stars,  on  the  experienced  brow  of  age. 

To-day  '^  all  Christendom  is  Christian."  Why  ?  It  has  the  ecclesias- 
tical method,  the  ecclesiastical  conception  of  God,  a  mode  of  salvation  by 
another  man^s  religion,  not  our  own.  Let  me  do  no  injustice.  It  has  the 
be«t  form  of  religion  the  world  has  devised  yet  on  any  large  scale,  whidi 
has  done  great  service  ;.  but  in  all  Christendom  ecclesiastical  Christianity 
hinders  no  war,  it  breaks  no  tyraut^s  rod,  it  never  liberates  a  slave,  eman- 
cipates no  woman,  shuts  up  no  drunkery,  removes  no  cause  of  ignorance, 
poverty,  or  crime,  cherishes  the  gallows ;  it  is  no  bar  to  the  politician's 
ambition,  all  reckless  of  the  natural  rights  of  man ;  it  never  checks  a 
pope  or  priest  in  his  hypocrisy.  Every  monster  is  sure  to  have  this  eccle- 
siastical form  of  religion  on  his  side,  and  when  Napoleon  or  President 
Buchanan  wishes  to  do  a  special  wicked  deed,  he  bends  his  public  knees 
and  supplicates  his  ecclesiastic  God,  the  name  in  which  all  evil  begins. 

But  the  true  Idea  of  God,  the  Religion  which  is  to  come  of  it,  whidi  is 
love  of  that  God  and  keeping  all  his  commandments,  will  work  snoh  a  rev- 
olution in  man^s  affairs  as  Luther,  nor  Moses,  nor  yet  mightiest  Jesns 
ever  wrought.  God  everywhere.  Infinite  Wisdom,  Justice,  Love,  and  In- 
tegrity, Religion  in  all  life,  over  the  anvil,  in  the  pulpit,  beside  the  cradle, 
on  the  throne — what  a  new  world  shall  that  make,  when  the  great  river 
of  Gt)d  runs  in  the  channel  he  made  for  it,  singing  melodies  a%  it  runs, 
and  sending  the  spray  up  from  its  bosom  to  fertilize  whole  continents, 
which  shall  break  out  into  flowers,  that  ripen  into  fruit,  the  very  leaves  for 
the  healing  of  the  nations  I 
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SERMON  IV. 

OF  THE  SOUL'S  NORMAL  DELIGHT  IN  THE  INFINITE  GOD. 

**  I  will  behold  tbj  face  in  rlghteoosneM :  I  shall  be  satisfied,  when  I  awake,  with  thy  llke- 
'— Pa  XYIL  15. 


If  a  roan  be  sure  of  the  Infinite  Perfection  of  (rod,  the  natarai  object 
of  deeire  for  ail  his  nobler  facalties,  what  tranquillity  and  delight  is  there  for 
bim;  not  spasmodic  and  violent,  but  equable  and  continuonsl  Then  the 
strongest  of  all  the  haman  powers  finds  what  most  of  all  it  needs ;  and  the 
highest,  the  greatest  of  all  haman  delights  peoples  the  oonscioasness  with 
this  Holy  Family  of  Love.  I  do  not  wonder  that  all  men  are  not  rich — ^it 
is  not  possible  ;  nor  famous — that,  too,  is  beyond  the  reach  of  all  save  one 
in  a  million,  even  if  each  were  so  foolish  as  to  wish  he  had  a  great  name 
always  rattling  behind  him,  filling  his  ears  with  dost  and  silly  noise.  It  is 
not  to  be  supposed  that  all  men  will  pre-eminently  be  wise,  or  witty ;  nay, 
not  even  learned.  It  does  not  astonish  me  that  no  more  try  for  snoh 
things,  thongh  feeling  yet  their  charm«  But  I  am  amazed  that  any  one 
shonld  be  content  to  trudge  along  through  life  without  a  good  culture  of 
the  religious  fistculty.  I  should  of  all  things  hate  to  be  poor  in  Piety  and 
Morality.  Above  all  things  I  would  know  God  and  live  in  tranquil  glad- 
aomeness  with  him. 

When  a  little  boy,  I  used  to  hear  ministers  preAch  that  the  natural  man 
did  not  love  God ;  but  I  was  sure  the  natural  Boy  did.  They  said  that 
Religion  was  something  man  naturally  turned  off  from  and  avoided,  and 
only  the  Holy  Ghost  could  catch  and  bring  him  painful  back.  I  con- 
fess I  was  filled  with  wonder,  for  to  ray  young  experience  it  seemed  as 
.  natural  for  a  man,  at  least  a  boy,  to  worship  God,  to  love  Gbd,  to  trust  in 
him,  and  feel  a  delight  in  him,  as  it  was  for  my  father^s  bees  to  get  wax 
and  honey  from  the  yellow  blossoms  of  the  wi!low  or  the  elm — the  first 
flowers  of  the  late  Northern  Spring^-or  to  revel  in  the  lilacs  which  hung 
over  the  bee-house,  or  rejoice  in  the  white  clover  of  New  England,  that, 
beautifying  the  fields  all  around,  wooed  those  little  bridegrooms  to  its 
fragrant  and  sweet  breast.  No  theological  education  and  gray-bearded 
experience  with  mankind  makes  me  now  wonder  less  when  I  hear  the  old 
calnmny  repeated  for  the  thousandth  time. 

Look  all  the  world  over,  and  see  how  man  delights  in  God.  These 
roses  do  not  unveil  and  disclose  their  fair  bosoms  to  the  sun  more  naturally 
than  spontaneous  man  opens  his  soul  to  God  and  welcomes  the  great  Star, 
shedding  infinite  daylight  therein.     Men  with  fire  sacrificing  their  sons 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


90 

unto  Moloch,  or  Jehovah,  raen  crashed  before  the  car  of  Joggemaut  men 
in  coDveots,  women  emaciated  to  nuns,  crowds  of  men  in  Philadelpbia, 
New  York,  Berlin,  and  London,  thrilled  with  bristling  horror  at  tlie  ter- 
rible phantom  which  some  bony  Oalvinist  calls  oat  of  his  dark  imagination 
to  scare  them  withal,  these  testify  of  the  necessity  man  feels  to  turn  his 
face  towards  God;  and  if  he  find  not  the  trae,  then  will  he  fasten  on  some 
cheatin^r  substitute.  If  there  be  no  God  that  he  can  love,  then  he  cronches 
down  beneath  the  conception  of  some  God  of  Damnation,  and  is  horrified 
with  fear.  The  Soul,  like  the  mouth,  goes  ever,  and  must  be  fed,  if  not  on 
what  it  woald,  then  at  least  on  the  best  it  finds. 

Mankind  takes  great  delight  in  its  religious  consoionsness.  With  what 
Joy  did  Egypt  build  up  its  pyramids,  and  from  a  mountain  Brahmanic  In- 
dians hew  their  rock-out  temples  out  I  The  wondrous  architecture  of  the 
Ionian  Greeks  in  many  a  marble  town,  the  fantastic  mosques  of  the  Mo- 
hammedans, the  arabesques  of 'Moslem  piety,  the  amazing  lurches  of  the 
medinval  Christians — all  those  were  built  with  solemn  joy  1  Not  without 
delight  did  laborious  men  express  the  nation^s  gloomy  regions  oonadoos- 
ness  in  these  things.  Phosnioians  worshipping  Melkartha,  Siamese  proe- 
trate  before  their  great  idol  of  a  silver  Buddha,  Nootka  Sound  Indians  alia 
rainy  day  sitting  on  the  eaves  of  their  god-house  and  drumming  with  the 
naked  feet,  Oatholioe  on  Easter  Sunday,  kneeling  by  thousands  before  St 
Peter's  that  the  Pope  may  say  "  Peace  be  with  you  1 "  Protestants  crowding 
to  a  camp-meeting  or  a  revival — all  these  are  witnesses  to  this  great  re- 
ligious instinct,  stronger  than  all  outward  force,  which  moves  them  toward 
the  Divine. 

I  think  my  own  life  has  not  been  lacking  in  happiness  of  a  high  charao* 
ter.  I  have  swam  In  clear  sweet  waters  all  my  days ;  and  if  sometimes 
tiiey  were  a  little  cold,  and  the  stream  ran  adverse  and  something  rough, 
It  was  never  too  strong  to  be  breasted  and  swam  through.  From  the  days 
of  earliest  boyhood,  when  I  went  ^^stumbling  through  the  grass,"  *^  as  merry 
as  a  May  bee,**  up  to  the  gray-bearded  manhood  of  this  time,  there  is  none 
but  has  left  me  honey  In  the  hive  of  memory,  that  I  now  faed  on  for  pres- 
ent delight.  When  I  recall  the  years  of  boyhood,  youth,  early  manhood, 
I  am  filled  with  a  sense  of  sweetness,  and  wonder  that  such  little  things 
can  make  a  mortal  so  exceeding  rich  I  But  I  must  confess  that  the 
ohiefest  of  all  my  delights  is  still  the  religious.  This  is  the  lowest  down, 
the  inwardest  of  all — ^it  is  likewise  highest  up.  What  delight  have  I  in 
my  consciousness  of  God,  the  certainty  of  his  protection,  of  his  Infinite 
Love  1  There  is  an  Infinite  Father — ^nay.  Infinite  Mother  is  the  dearer  and 
more  precious  name— who  takes  a  special  care  of  me,  and  has  made  this 
world,  with  its  vast  forces,  to  serve  and  bless  me,  an  Elias  chariot  od 
which  I  shall  ride  to  heaven — nay,  am  riding  that  way  all  the  time  I  €tod 
loves  nie  as  my  natural  mother  never  did,  nor  could,  nor  can  even  now 
with  the  added  beatitudes  of  wdl-nlgh  two  score  years  in  heaven.  I  stand 
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on  the  top  of  th»  world — all  tbe  stars  shine  for  me.  Bvt  be  loves  just  as 
well  the  little  boy,  black  as  my  coat,  born  this  hour  in  some  wigwam  of 
SoQtb  Africa,  aod  will  take  jost  as  special  care  thereof,  aod  has  made  the 
Uni?erse  a  chariot  of  fire  to  translate  that  little  black  Elias  to  heaven  with- 
al ;  he  also  stands  on  the  top  of  the  world  and  has  a  life-estate  in  the  snn 
and  moon  and  every  star.  Nay,  God  takes  jast  as  good  care  of  the  moose 
which  gnaws  the  grocer^s  cheese  to-day,  nor  never  for  a  moment  neglects 
tbe  little  aphis  now  sacking  this  leaf;  nor  the  parasitic  animalcole  which 
feeds  on  the  aphis,  the  atomy  of  an  atomy.  They  also  stand  on  the  top 
of  the  world,  this  great  Celestial  Sphere  whereof  God  is  bofh  centre  and 
oironmference.  Gonscioosnees  of  that  Gk>d,  the  Cause  and  Providence  of  all 
the  world,  it  fills  me  with  such  delight  as  all  the  world  besides  can  never 
give  I  I  wonder  any  one  who  ever  opened  half  an  eye  inwardly,  could 
dream  (bat  R^igion  is  nnnatural  to  man,  that  Piety  is  not  welcome  to  car 
kmermost  as  are  these  roses  welcome  to  the  Spring.  For  what  I  say  of 
loe  is  also  trne  of  yon,  if  not  of  each,  why,  certainly,  of  most — ^'tis  true  of 
Mao,  if  not  of  men. 

In  great  Italian  towns,  all  winter  long,  you  shall  see  men  and  women^ 
too  (^d,  perba()8,  for  work,  yet  not  quite  poor  enongh  for  professional  beg- 
gary, wrinkled  as  Egyptian  mammies ;  they  crawl  oat  of  their  hovels  and 
oree|>  throogh  the  cold  darkness  of  the  lanes  they  live  in,  and,  screened 
from  the  wind  under  the  wall  of  some  great  chnrcb,  palace,  or  monastery, 
they  nestle  all  day  in  the  yellow  sunshine  of  the  sky,  so  happy  in  that 
light  which  gives  them  also  necessary  warmth  do  those  venerable  babies 
Beem,  blest  by  that  great  star  which  shines  forever  on  them,  though  six 
and  ninety  million  miles  away  I  In  New  England  or  Pennsylvania,  when 
the  spring  thaws  out  the  farm-house,  and,  speck  by  speck,  the  dry  earth 
appears  green  with  healthy  grass,  and  the  fresh  smell  of  the  ground,  sadi 
as  yon  find  it  at  no  other  time,  comes  up.  a  wholesome  breath,  some  pale, 
little  tall  girl,  toddling  about  tbe  narrow  kitchen  all  winter  long,  looking 
thin  and  peaked,  comes  oat  to  revel  in  the  sunshine  and  the  new  gross. 
The  breath  of  the  ground  is  the  inspiration  of  health  to  her ;  the  eye,  dim 
and  sunken  just  now,  ere  long  glows  like  the  morning  star  in  that  yoong 
heaven,  and  the  pale  cheek  has  the  bloom  of  the  ruddy  clover  in  it  too. 
By-and-bye,  the  mother,  careful  and  troubled  about  many  things,  tells  the 
neighbors  at  meeting  on  Sunday, "  0,  Jinnie's  quite  another  girl  now  the 
springes  come  from  what  she  was  in  February  and  March.  Tlie  winter 
went  hard  with  her,  poor  thing ;  I  and  her  father  begun  to  think  she'd 
melt  away  before  the  snow  did  I  I  think  she'll  get  along  nicely  now  I  " 
What  the  sun  is  to  the  sickly  girl  whom  winter  pent  up  in  the  narrow 
house,  and  to  the  lazzaroni  at  Naples,  whose  poverty  allows  him  no  nearer 
fire  and  light,  that  is  the  Religious  Consciousness  to  you  and  me ;  yes,  to 
all  men  in  all  lands,  in  every  age  save  the  rudest  of  all. 

I  do  not  see  how  any  one  can  live  without  it ;  I  think  none  ever  does. 
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As  the  body  on  the  material  worid,  so  the  soul  mnst  live  oa  God,  that  imi- 
▼ersal  motheriy  bosom  to  warm  and  feed  mankind.  All  over  the  world 
do  yon  find  the  sweet  and  holy  flower  of  Piety  springing  ont  of  the  groand 
of  hamanity,  common  as  grass  on  the  earth,  or  stars  above  it  Eariy 
literature  is  fall  of  religion.  Man's  first  psalm  is  of  God ;  so  little  babies 
first  of  all  things  say  Mamma,  Papa.  Theology  is  the  oldest  of  all  science 
— this  queen  mother  of  many  knowledges.  Amid  all  the  babble  of  shrewd, 
noisy  tongues,  this  language  of  heaven,  spoken  in  a  still  small  voice,  b  yet 
understood  of  all  mankind.  Civilized  people  have  their  Bibles,  Ohinese, 
Indian,  Persian,  Hebrew,  Christian,  Mohammedan,  writ  with  pens,  but 
yet  thought  inspired  of  God.  The  savage  also  has  his  Bible,  far  older, 
yet  not  writ  with  pens.  Mr.  Cartier,  who  went  among  the  North 
American  Indians  in  the  sixteenth  century,  says :  *^  A  day  seldom  passes 
with  an  elderly  Indian,  or  others  who  are  esteemed  wise  and  good,  in 
which  a  blessing  is  not  asked  or  thanks  returned  to  the  Giver  of  all  life, 
sometimes  audibly,  but  most  generally  in  the  devotional  language  of  tiie 
heart.'*  Another  missionary  amongst  them  says,  when  the  Indian  party 
broke  up  their  winter  encampment,  they  went  to  the  spring  which  had 
furnished  them  water,  and  thanked  the  Great  Spirit  who  had  preserved 
them  in  health  and  safety,  and  supplied  their  wants.  ^^  Ton  then  witness 
the  silent  but  deeply  impressive  communion  which  the  unsophisticated 
native  of  the  forest  holds  with  his  Creator.'' 

"Erery  human  heart  !•  haman, 
And  eren  in  laTage  boeomi 
There  are  longings,  yearnings^  strirlngi, 
For  the  good  they  comprehend  not; 
And  the  feeble  handi  and  helpleaa, 
Groping  blindly  in  the  darkness, 
Touch  6od%  right  hand  in  that  darkneas, 
And  are  lifted  up  and  strengthened/' 

Do  not  think  that  God  knows  only  such  as  ^^  know  Christ,"  or  Moses. 
He  is  no  respecter  of  persons.  The  footsteps  of  religion,  you  see  them  in 
the  dew  of  the  world's  early  morning ;  they  are  deeply  set  in  the  primeval 
rock  of  human  history.  How  multitudinous  are  the  conceptions  of  God, 
all  meant  to  satisfy  the  soul  which  longs  for  Him !  The  appetite  for  food, 
the  instinct  for  dress,  how  many  experiments  they  make !  Humanity  could 
not  dispense  with  one  of  them. 

«*Tbe  lirely  Grecian  in  a  land  of  hffls, 

Rivers  and  fertile  plains  and  sounding  shores," 
"  Could  find  commodious  place  for  erery  God." 

••  In  despite 
Of  the  gross  fictions  chanted  in  the  streets 
By  wandering  rhapsodlsts,  and  in  contempt 
Of  doubt  and  blind  denial,  hourly  urged 
Amid  the  wrangling  schools,  a  SFimn  hung. 
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Beautiftil  TldoD,  o'er  thy  towns  and  furms, 
StatuM  and  temples  and  memorial  tombs  ; 
And  emanations  were  perceived ;  and  acts 
Of  immortality,  in  Nature's  course, 
Exemplified  by  mysteries  that  were  felt 
As  bonds  on  grave  Philosopher  imposed 
And  armed  warrior ;  and  in  every  grove 
A  gay  or  pensive  tenderness  prevailed, 
When  Piety  more  awful  had  relaxed.** 
**  And  doubtless  sometimes  a  thought  arose 
Of  Liie  continuous,  Being  unimpaired : 
That  hath  been,  is,  and  where  it  was  and  is, 
Then  shall  endure— existence  unexposed 
To  the  blind  walk  of  mortal  accident ; 
From  diminution  safe,  and  weakening  ago. 
While  man  grows  old  and  dwindles  and  decays ; 
And  countless  generations  of  Mankind 
Depart,  and  leave  no  vestige  where  they  trod." 

Trust  me,  none  is  wholly  wltbont  God  in  the  world.  Even  in  the  wick- 
edest of  men  there  most  be  yet  some  line  of  light  lying  along  their  horizon, 
where  the  great  Heavenly  Sun,  unseen,  unknown,  refracts  his  rays  in  the 
dense  air,  and,  stooping  down,  touches  with  fire  the  edge  of  their  little 
kingdom  of  earth ;  at  least  some  little  Northern  Light  of  superstition, 
which  is  also  a  dawn,  flickers  in  their  cold,  cloudy  sky :  else  in  their  Arctic 
winter,  even  piratical  murderers  or  manstealing  dogs  would  go  mad  at 
feeling  such  Egyptian  darkness,  and  would  die  outright. 

But  yet  there  are,  certainly,  great  differences  among  men  in  respect  to 
their  internal  Consciousness  of  Religion.  -  In  our  great  towns  there  are  mil* 
Honnaires;  also  are  there  paupers,  beggars  there.  What  an  odds  between 
these  devotees  of  money  I  So  are  there  likewise  paupers  of  religious  con- 
sciousness, clad  with  but  a  few  rags  of  pious  experience,  rudely  stitched 
with  an  oath  or  a  momentary  aspiration,  pasted  together  here  and 
there  with  religious  fear — ^a  covering  all  too  scant — and  through  the 
loops  and  rents  of  this  spiritual  raiment  the  bitter  winds  of  life  blow  in 
upon  the  smarting  soul.  There  are  also  great  Capitalists  of  Religion,  Mil- 
lionnaires  of  Piety  and  Morality,  whose  long  life  industriously  spent  in  holy 
feeling,  holy  thinking,  holy  work,  has  given  them  a  great  real  and  personcd 
Estate  of  Religion,  whence  they  have  now  a  daily  income  of  spiritual  de- 
light. This  triumph  of  the  soul  you  often  find  in  men  of  no  outward  dis- 
tinction, sometimes  furnished  with  but  little  learning — the  religious  their 
only  spiritual  wealth.  But  the  highest  religious  delight  is  not  found  in 
these  monsters  of  piety,  only  in  well-proportioned  characters,  when  all  the 
faculties  are  fully  grown  and  trained  up  well.  For  the  religious  is  a  mix- 
ture likewise  of  all  other  joys,  and,  like  manna,  ^^  hath  the  taste  of  all  in  it*^ 

It  is  not  £ur  to  expect  much  religions  experience  in  the  Child.  Rever- 
ence for  the  All-in-All,  gratitude  for  his  genial  providence,  the  disposition 
to  trust  this  Divine  Mother,  and  to  keep  the  laws  of  conscience,  that  is  all 
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W6  should  commonly  look  for  at  an  early  age.  The  fair  fruits  of  religion 
come  only  at  a  later  day,  not  in  April  or  May,  hut  only  in  September  and 
October.  Nay,  there  are  winter-fruito  of  religion,  which  are  not  faHly 
ripe  till  the  trees  bloom  again,  and  the  grandfather  of  fourscore  years,  sees 
the  little  plants  flowering  under  his  shadow ;  not  till  then,  perhaps,  are  the 
great  rich  winter  pears  of  religion  fnlly  perfect  in  their  luscious  ripeness. 

Yet  the  religious  disposition  is  a  blessed  thing,  even  in  childhood. 
How  it  inclines  the  little  boy  or  girl  to  veneration  and  gratitude — ^virtues, 
which  in  the  child  are  what  good  breeding  is  in  the  full-grown  gentleman, 
giving  a  certain  air  of  noble  birth  and  well-bred  superiority.  There  is  a 
Jacobus  ladder  for  our  young  pilgrim,  whereon  he  goes  up  from  his  earthly 
mother,  who  manages  the  little  room  he  sleeps  in,  to  the  dear  Heavenly 
Mother,  who  never  slumbers  nor  sleeps,  who  is  never  carefhl  and  troubled 
about  any  thing,  but  yet  cares  continually  for  the  great  housekeeping  of 
all  the  world,  giving  likewise  to  her  beloved  even  in  their  sleep.  In  the 
child  it  is  only^he  faint  twilight,  the  beginnings  of  religion  which  you  take 
notice  of,  like  the  voice  of  the  bluebird,  and  the  Phoebe,  coming  early  in 
March,  but  only  as  a  prelude  to  that  whole  summer  of  joyous  song,  which, 
when  the  air  is  delicate,  will  ere  long  gladden  and  beautify  the  procreant 
nest. 

Painfull  is  it  to  see  a  child  whose  religious  culture  has  been  neglected ; 
the  heavenly  germ  attempting  growth,  but  checked  by  weeds,  which  no 
motherly  hand  plueks  up  or  turns  away.  More  painfbl  to  see  it  forced  to 
nnnatural  hot-bed  growth,  to  be  succeeded  by  helpless  imbecility  at  last. 
Worse  still  to  find  the  young  soul  cursed  with  false  doctrines,  which  film 
over  the  eye  till  it  cannot  see  the  Sun  of  Righteousness  rising  with  such 
healing  in  his  beams,  and  make  life  a  Great  Dark  Day,  hideous  with  fear 
and  devils,  and  amazed  with  the  roar  of  greedy  hell  1  Such  ill-entreated 
souls  often  grow  idiotic  in  their  religious  sense,  or  else,  therein  stark  mad 
and  penned  up  in  churches  and  other  asylums,  mope  and  gibber  in  their 
hideous  bereavement,  thinking  ^*  man  is  totally  depraved,**  and  God  a  great 
ugly  devil,  an  almighty  cat,  who  worries  his  living  prey,  tormenting  them 
before  their  time,  and  will  forever  tear  them  to  pieces  in  the  never-ending 
agony  of  hell !  It  is  terrible  to  hear  the  sermons,  hymns,  and  prayers, 
which  these  unfortunates  wail  out  in  their  religious  folly  or  delirium.  To 
cause  one  of  these  little  ones  to  ofiend  in  that  way,  it  were  better  that  a 
millstone  were  hanged  about  the  father  or  the  mother's  neck,  and  they 
were  drowned  in  the  depths  of  the  sea.  I  say  it  is  but  the  beginning  of 
religion  that  we  find  iu  the  tender  age ;  twilight  or  sunrise,  seldom  more. 
The  time  of  piety  is  not  yet.  Blame  not  the  little  tree ;  in  due  season  it 
will  litter  the  ground  with  purple  figs. 

In  later  years  you  see  the  flowers  of  religion,  you  taste  the  fhiit  of  its 
gladdening  consciousness  of  Gk>d.    In  early  manhood  there  are  temptations 
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of  ioBtiiiotiye  pawion,  whieh  clamors  for  its  object,  and  cares  Unt  little 
with  what  its  hangrj  maw  is  fed.  In  later  manhood,  there  are  tempta- 
tions of  ambiUon,  a  subtler  and  more  deceitfhl  peril.  I  know  nothing  but 
religion  that  is  commonly  able  to  defend  ns  from  either ;  this  is  strong 
enoDgh  for  each,  for  both  together. 

.  Yonng  Esau  is  hnngry;  the  pottage  is  sayory.  Desire  from  within 
leagnes  with  Occasion  from  without.  *'  No  other  eye  is  on  me,"  qnoth 
he.  His  pulses  throb ;  the  lightning,  the  earthquake,  the  fire  of  passion, 
pass  with  swift  tumultuous  roar  along  bis  consciousness.  But  the  nice 
ear  of  Gonsdence  listens  to  the  still  small  voice  of  Duty,  ^^  Remember 
now  thy  Creator  in  the  days  of  thy  youth."  He  turns  him  off  from 
her  snare,  charm  she  never  so  wisely,  and  if  he  fail  of  the  pottage, 
he  is  not  poisoned  with  the  wild-gourds  stirred  therein;  with  chaste 
hand  he  keeps  his  birthright  of  integrity.  ^^  Wherewith  shall  a  young  man 
de&nse  his  ways?  "  asks  yonng  Esau,  but  from  his  religious  soul  the  an- 
swer straightway  comes:  "By  taking  heed  to  the  law  of  Duty,  clearly 
writ  and  plain  to  read."  He  drinks  clean  water  out  of  his  own  sweet 
spring,  and  thirsts  no  more  for  the  tepid  tanks  of  vice,  dirty  and  defiling. 
His  natural  passion  is  directed  by  its  natural  master,  and  what  is  so  often 
the  foe  of  youth  becomes  his  ally  and  invigorating  friend. 

In  a  later  day  more  dangerous  lusts  invade  the  matarer  man.  Jonas  is 
alone  in  his  place  of  business  now.  It  is  late ;  all  the  clerks  have  gone 
home,  the  shutters  are  closed,  the  fire  smoulders  low  in  the  grate.  The 
gas  is  thriftily  turned  down ;  by  the  dim  light  I  cannot  see  whether  the 
oonnting-room  opens  into  factory,  grocery,  haberdashery,  warehouse,  or 
bank.  I  but  distinctly  see  the  desk— symbolic  furniture  for  all  the  five, 
with  many  more — and  an  anxious  man  heavy  with  long-continued  doubt. 
It  is  the  man  of  business  in  his  temptation — ^nay,  his  Agony  and  Bloody 
Sweat.  Not  Jesus  in  the  New  Testament  legend  was  more  sorely  tempted 
of  another  Devil.  "  Shall  I  attempt  this  plan  ? "  quoth  he.  What  it  is 
appears  not — importing  Coolies,  or  African  slaves,  cheating  the  govern- 
ment or  the  people— thb  only  is  clear,  he  intends  some  great  wrong  to 
other  men.  "  I  can  do  it — ^'twill  certainly  succeed — no  man  shall  find  it 
out.  Then  wealth  is  mine — that  is  Nobility  in  a  Democracy:  with  it 
comes  the  Power,  the  Respectability  and  the  Honor  it  bestows."  They 
flit  before  him — a  great  city  house  wheels  into  line ;  a  great  country  house 
follows,  flanked  with  wide  lawns  and  costly  gardens — a  whole  world  of 
beauty.  He  sees  such  visionary  entertainments,  new  flocks  of  wealthy 
friends,  obsequious  clergymen,  communing  at  any  table  where  Success 
breaks  the  bread  and  fills  the  cup,  no  matter  if  but  shewbread  and  wine  of 
iniquity.  He  tastes  the  admiration  of  men  who  worship  any  coin,  and 
oare  not  if  it  bear  the  laureled  head  of  Librbtt,  a  Nortliern  fair-faced 
maid,  or  only  a  Southern  Ynlture  swooping  down  ui>on  its  human  prey. 
He  anticipates  the  wealthy  marriage  of  hk  modest  girls.    He  sees  posta  of 
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Ambition  oloee  at  hand,  and  all  so  easy  for  mounting  np  to  if  he  be  hot 
winged  with  gold.  ^^  All  Mh  will  I  give  thee,  yea,  and  mnob  more,^^  sajs 
the  tempter,  *^  for  they  are  mine,  and  where  I  will  I  bestow  them.  I, 
Mammon,  dwell  with  honor ;  Glory  is  mine,  and  Reepectability ;  my  fruit 
is  better  than  virtne.  The  love  of  riohes  is  the  beginning  of  wisdom* 
Money  crieth  withont,  she  nttereth  her  voice  in  the  streets.  How  long,  ye 
'  honest  ones,  will  ye  love  simplicity  ?  Whoso  hearkeneth  nnto  me  shall 
dwell  safely,  and  shall  be  qniet  from  fear  of  evil.  Did  any  ever  trust  in 
wealth  and  was  confounded?  Look  about  yon:  how  did  Mr.  Short- 
weight  gain  his  millions?  Yet  what  honor  he  lived  in  I  Colleges  named 
him  Doctor  of  Laws,  and  not  Banker.  In  fdneral  sermons  ministers  put 
him  among  the  saints.  Oome  thou  and  do  likewise.  Money  answereth 
all  things,  and  is  imputed  unto  men  for  righteousness  I  " 

*^  Shall  I  also  climb  that  popular  ladder  ? "  asks  tortured  Jonas.  But 
presently  It  seems  as  if  his  mother's  form  bent  over  him.  It  is  the  same 
sweet  face  which  was  once  so  often  pressed  to  his,  as  she  stilled  his  aching 
flesh  and  kissed  his  little  griefe  away.  His  ear  tingles  warm  again,  as  if 
that  mouth,  long  silent  now,  breathed  into  it  her  oft-repeated  word, 
"Only  th«  Rioht  is  aoosptablb  wtfh  God."  "Get you  behind  me, 
Devils  all,"  cries  he.  They  vanish  into  the  cold  ashes  of  his  grate,  while 
the  fair  angel  that  we  name  Religion,  disguised  in  his  mo  therms  saintly 
shape,  comes  back  and  ministers  to  him.  He  goes  home  a  strong  man ; 
but  dreams  that  night  that  he  was  shipwrecked,  and  in  the  wildest  storm 
his  mother  came  and  trod  the  waters  under  her,  and  brought  him  safe  to 
land.  Then  turns  ho,  and  dreams  again  that  he  was  falling,  falling,  falling 
through  the  dark,  never  so  long  and  far  away,  and  that  same  strong-winged 
angel  swept  between  him  and  the  ground,  and  bore  him  off  unhurt,  repeat- 
ing with  its  sweet  motherly  voice : 

"Onlt  thb  Right  ib  ▲oobftablb  with  (jk)Dl" 

He  wakes  for  honest  toil  and  manly  duty,  with  its  dear  and  tranquil 
joys;  and  all  day  long  that  holy  Psalm  keeps  quiring  in  his  heart : 

"Only  thb  Right  is  aoosptablb  with  God  I" 

How  soothing  is  Religion  in  sorrow  I  It  is  her  only  boy:  Rachel 
could  not  save  him.  The  girls  were  thinned  out  one  by  one.  Sickness 
made  them  only  dearer.  Death  plucked  them,  flower  after  flower.  When 
he  shook  the  family  bush,  how  sadly  did  those  white  roses  cast  their  petals 
on  the  wind  I  The  corner  of  the  village  grave-yard  seems  snowed  all  over 
with  mementoes  of  what  has  been.  The  father,  too,  is  gone  now.  In 
sleep  her  arms  fold  together,  but  only  on  emptiness,  as  Love  calls  up  the 
dear  figure  to  cheat  and  avoid  her  grasp.  Poor  Rachel !  all  alone  now  I 
and  dreams  add  their  visionary  woe  to  the  live  sorrows  of  the  waking  day. 
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l^ow  tiie  last  one  lies  there,  straightened  after  death,  a  red  rose  put  io  his 
baad.  It  is  the  room  he  was  horn  in.  Her  hridal  ohamher  onoe  is  his 
faneral  chamher  now — ^the  beginning  of  her  hopes,  the  end  of  her  disap- 
pointments— a  porch  only  to  so  mauy  graves.  How  fair. he  looks,  the 
brown  hair  olnstered  round  his  brow.  Since  death,  in  the  dead  boy  she 
sees  the  father's  face  come  out  more  fair,  jost  as  he  looked  when  she  was 
eight  and  Robert  ten,  and  Uiey  gathered  chestnuts  in  the  woods,  he  alone 
-with  her  and  she  alone  with  him ;  he  bearing  the  little  sack  their  mutual 
bands  had  filled,  when  neither  knew  nor  dreamed  those  little  trodden  paths 
'would  lead  to  marriage,  and  their  mutual  hand  fill  many  a  sack  of  joys  and 
sorrows  too.  In  the  same  face  she  sees  her  lover  and  her  child — ^both  dead 
now.  That  handsome  bud  will  never  be  a  flower.  No  maiden  shall 
salute  those  cheeks  with  the  first  stealthy  modest  kiss  of  heavenly  love. 
The  real  present  and  the  ideal  future  meet  there,  and  Bachel  sits  between, 
the  point  common  to  both ;  a  wife  without  a  husband^  a  mother  with  no 
ohild.  Poor  Rachel  I  Is  there  any  consolation  ?  She  feels  the  Infinite 
Father  is  with  her :  he  loves  her  husband  better  than  she  loved  him,  when 
passion  melted  the  twain  to  one ;  loves  the  child  better  than  she  loved  her 
lost  one,  her  only  one — ^her  Boy.  The  Infinite  Father  is  with  her.  In  her 
early  love  she  looked  to  him  and  was  not  ashamed.  That  day-star  of  Piety 
gleamed  white  in  the  roseate  flush  of  her  maiden  love;  through  the  throb- 
bing joy  of  her  bridal  she  looked  up  to  the  Infinite  One,  Father  of  bride- 
groom and  of  bride.  When  one  by  one  those  little  sprigs  pushed  out 
from  the  married  boughs,  Rachel  remembered  him  who  never  forgets  us 
in  our  heedlessness,  thankful  for  the  old  life  continued,  the  new  life  lent. 
Does  she  now  forget  the  Rock  whence  our  earthly  houses  be  hewed  out 
and  builded  up? 

The  neighbors  look  on  the  surface  of  her  life — ^how  disturbed  it  is,  the 
great  deep  all  broken  up!  But  underneath  it  all,  below  the  troubled  depth 
of  her  sorrow,  there  is  a  deeper  deep  whereto  she  goes  down.  It  is  all  still 
there,  and.  face  to  face,  she  communes  with  Him  who  will  be  with  us  in 
deep  waters.  In  the  ecstasy  of  grief  she  finds  that  settled  joy  of  heart 
which  transcends  all  other  Joys.  She  looks  into  another  world  and  sees 
her  white  rosebuds,  and  the  last,  the  red,  open  in  the  light  of  heaven  and 
flower  out  to  fairer  maiden  and  manly  beauty  than  earth  knows  of  in  tem- 
perate or  in  tropic  lands  I  while  amid  those  dear  ones  the  mortal  father,  im- 
mortal now,  who  went  before  his  boy,  walks  like  a  gardener  among  his 
plants,  an4  makes  ready  also  a  place  for  her  I  **  Thy  will,  not  mine  be 
done ;  it  is  well  with  the  child."  She  needs  no  other  prayer.  The  Com- 
forter has  come,  that  same  Comforter  who  was  in  the  beginning  and 
cheered  the  hearts  of  millions  before  the  name  of  Jesus  was  ever  spoke 
on  land  or  sea.  Poor  Rachel,  is  it  ?  Then  who,  I  ask,  is  rich  ?  Hence- 
forth she  has  a  charmed  life,  her  smiles  fewer  but  serener  and  more 
heartfelt.  The  air  is  cool  and  delicate  about  her ;  the  endemics  of  the 
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ground  can  stir  no  fever  in  that  tranquil  blood.  Her  great  sorrow  has 
seemed  a  great  religion,  which  fills  her  with  stillness.  A  wife  witboat  a 
husband,  a  mother  without  a  living  child,  is  she  alone,  think  you  ?  The 
Infinite  Father  is  with  her,  in  her,  and  she  also  in  him.  Oall  not  that 
lonely  which  is  so  densely  populate  with  God. 

How  the  winds  blow  on  the  surface,  at  the  human  level ;  with  what 
wrathful  sweep  tread  those  posters  of  the  sea  and  land !  Go  a  few  furlongs 
up,  and  you  have  left  the  whirlwind  behind  you;  yon  are  above  the 
thunder,  and  beneath  your  feet  the  harmless  lightnings  flash  unheard 
away ;  all  the  noises  of  Sebastopol  and  Waterloo  roll  by  and  leave  no  mark 
on  tlie  most  delicate  ear.  Even  the  earthquake  is  not  felt  in  that  calm 
deep  of  the  upper  air !     On  the  sea,  go  down  not  many  rods, 

'•  The  water  is  calm  and  itiU  below, 

For  the  winda  and  warea  are  noiscleaa  there, 
And  the  aands  are  bright  aa  the  atara  that  glow 

In  the  motionleaa  field  of  upper  air. 
And  life,  in  rare  and  beautitiil  forma, 

Is  sporting  amid  those  bowers  of  stone, 
And  is  safb  when  the  wrathful  spirit  of  stonna 

Has  made  the  top  of  the  ware  his  own."  ^ 

How  old  and  gray-headed  Mr.  Grandfather  is.  At  Boston,  in  1788, 
he  heard  the  bells  ring  for  Peace,  which  meant  also  Independence.  His 
thoughtful  mother,  not  without  prayers,  watched  his  cradle  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  storm  of  Revolution.  Now  he  is  old,  very  old.  He  has  been 
out  on  the  sea  of  life  and  done  business  in  its  great  waters.  Many  a  proud 
wave  has  gone  over  him.  But  he  got  through.  Children  and  children's 
children  are  the  crown  of  triumph  for  his  old  age.  Yet  he  is  more  reli- 
gious tlian  old.  He  stoops  a  little  now,  and  sometimes  slumbers  in  his  chair. 
The  mists  of  the  valley  which  all  must  tread  lie  spread  out  before  him, 
white  with  the  moonlight  of  old  age.  Of  a  pleasant  day  he  sallies  forth, 
staff  in  hand,  this  (Edipus,  who  has  met  the  Sphynx  of  time  and  solred 
the  great  riddle  of  life,  and  he  wonders  ^'  where  the  old  people  are  ? " 
How  young  the  world  looks  to  his  experienced  eyes  I  He  lifts  his  hat  to 
some  venerable  man  whom  he  saw  christened  in  {the  meeting-house  so 
long  ago  that  the  ink  has  turned  brown  on  the  yellow  paper  in  the  pariah 
book.  There  is  a  funeral  to-day  of  a  white-haired  woman,  old,  very  old. 
Mr.  Grandfather  remembers  her  as  a  chubby  little  rosy-cheeked  maiden, 
with  black  hair,  and  eyes  so  full  of  fun,  just  getting  into  her  teens  when  he 
was  but  half-way  there.  Now  he  reads  on  the  silver  plate, "  Aged  XOIV." 
"  Ninety-four  ?  "  quoth  he,  "  a  great  age.  Yes,  I  knew  she  was  about 
that !  A  great  age.  Fourscore  and  fourteen !  Six  more,  and  it  is  a  hun- 
dred." He  remembers  the  green-gages  she  used  to  give  him  out  of  her 
father's  great  garden ;  now  it  is  built  all  over  with  huge  granite  stores, 
four  stories  high,  and  the  pear  trees  and  plums  which  Mr.  Blackstone 
brought  over  from  England  have  followed  their  planter  long  since.     He 
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remembers  her  wedding — Beventy-siz  years  ago  last  July,  boy  of  twelve 
that  he  was.  On  the  plain  table  of  those  ^^  good  old  times  "  he  set  a  china 
bowl  of  white  lilies,  which  he  swam  for  in  Hammond's  Pond  that  mom- 
ing,  to  honor  his  pretty  cousin's  marriage  with. .  It  was  the  first  time  they 
ever  had  such  flowers  at  a  Puritan  wedding ;  but  the  minister  liked  it,  so 
did  cousin  Lucy,  but  the  new  cousin  thought  only  of  her  who  made  him 
so  happy.  "  Now  she  is  dad  for  another  change,"  quoth  Mr.  Grandfather, 
as  he  lays  his  last  gift  of  blossoms  on  her  coffin ;  ^*  always  a  little  before  me, 
never  long ;  born  seven  years  first,  wed  twelve  years  before  me.  We  shall 
meet  again  before  long.  This  is  the  last  of  earth  for  you ;  soon  it  will  be 
for  me.  Well,  I  am  content.  *  Shock  of  corn  fully  ripe  ' — let  the  dear 
Father  come  and  take  of  his  planting,  at  the  great  Harv^est  Home.  To 
die  is  also  gain." 

That  night  Mr.  Grandfather  tarries  late  in  his  sitting-room,  when  the 
rest  are  gone  to  bed.  He  slept  a  little  after  supper  in  his  ^eat  arm  chair, 
and  is  quite  wakeful  now.  The  old  clock  stands  there ;  it  tells  the  hours 
of  human  time;  nay,  with  delicate  hand  it  marks  even  the  seconds,  just 
as  life  itself  will  always  do.  It  reports  likewise  the  days  of  the  month  and 
of  the  week,  the  shape  of  the  moon ;  on  the  top  of  all  is  a  ship  at  sea, 
rising  and  falling  by  wheel  work,  as  if  driven  by  the  wind  and  tossed. 
Mr.  Grandfather  looks  into  his  wood  fire,  and  then  all  the  long  voyage  of 
his  past  life  comes  pictured  to  him  from  his  cradle  to  cousin  Lucy's  fune- 
ral. There  are  sad  things  to  look  on,  which  bring  back  a  tear ;  he  did  not 
know  it  till  it  fell  hot  on  his  hand  and  made  him  start.  There  are  joyous 
things  also,  which  set  his  heart  throbbing  as  when  he  was  a  bridegroom. 
Nay,  there  are  wrong  things  which  he  did,  repented  of,  and  outgrew  so 
long  ago  that  they  seem  merely  historical,  like  the  sins  of  Abraham, 
Isaac,  and  Jacob ;  yet  he  remembers  the  lesson  they  taught.  His  boyish 
loves  return — father  and  mother,  children — nay,  children's  children.  The 
wife  of  his  heart,  reverently  buried  years  ago,  comes  back  in  bridal  gar- 
ments, then  sits  at  the  new  cradle.  Then  another  funeral  rushes  on  his 
sight:  "Lover  and  friend  thou  puttest  far  from  me,  and  mine  acquaintance 
into  darkness,"  quoth  he.  "  Nay,  nay,  not  into  darkness  ;  say  rather  into 
marvellous  light  1  My  time  is  not  far  off.  How  long,  O  Lord  ?  How 
soon?  Speak,  Lord,  for  thy  servant  heareth."  The  old  clock  strikes 
twelve  ;  the  first  day  of  another  month  comes  into  its  place,  and  the  new 
moon  lifts  its  silver  rim  to  tell  below  what  heavenly  life  goes  on  above. 
*^Soon  shall  I  behold  thy  face  in  righteousness,  and  I  shall  be  satisfied, 
when  I  awake,  with  thy  likeness." 


I  wonder,  any  man  can  be  content  to  live  without  the  joyous  conscious- 
ness of  God ;  without  this  how  any  one  can  bear  the  griefs  of  time,  I 
know  not,  nor  cannot  even  dream.    I  would  be  certain  that  my  little  ven- 
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tare  is  insQred  at  the  Provident  offioe  of  the  Infinite  God ;  then  ehall  I 
fear  no  shipwreck^  bnt  steer  my  personal  craft  as  best  I  may,  certain  of 
a  harbor ;  and  though  it  be  at  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  I  am  safe  landed 
in  heayen.  If  I  have  well  done  my  part,  and  where  or  when  it  may,  I 
am  sure  the  voyage  will  turn  out  fortnnate. 

0  yonng  men  and  yonng  women;  men  and  women  no  longer 
yoong  1  It  is  not  enough  to  be  brave  and  thonghtfnl ;  not  enongh  to  be 
moral  also,  and  friendly  each  to  each.  Yon  have  a  Faculty  which  makes 
another  World  for  you,  the  World  of  God.  There  is  a  joy  which  is  not  in 
wisdom,  with  all  its  science  and  its  art  of  beauty  and  of  use ;  nor  yet  in 
Morality,  with  its  grand  works  of  justice ;  nay,  nor  yet  even  in  the  sweet 
felicity  of  loving  men  and  being  loved  in  turn  by  them ;  there  is  a  life 
within  the  Veil  of  the  Temple ;  it  is  tlie  Life  with  God,  the  Innermost  De- 
light of  human  Consciousness.  Animated  by  that  your  Wisdom  shall  be 
greater,  more  true  your  Science,  and  more  fbir  your  Art ;  your  Morality 
more  firm  and  sure,  your  Love  to  men  more  joyous  and  abiding,  your 
whole  Oharacter  made  useful,  and  beautiftU  exceedingly. 
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(Laxxm^an^tnu.' 


GENERAL  EPISTLE 

Of  the  Pennsyhania  Yearly  Meeting'  of  Progressive  Friends^  to  the  Yearly 
and  other  Meetings  with  which  we  are  in  correspondence^  and  to  the  lov- 
ers of  Truth  and  Progress  wherever  located. 

Beloved  Friends  : — ^We  prize  very  highly  the  privflege  of  correspond- 
ing with  sincere  and  earnest  minds  who,  like  ourselves,  are  impressed  that 
religion  divorced  from  humanity  is  a  scourge  to  tlie  human  race. 

We  are  animated  in  receiving  your  words  of  cheer  and  encouragement. 
We  say  to  you  in  turn,  work  on  !  Let  your  faith  be  exhibited  by  deeds  of 
mercy  and  love.  Multitudes  have  yet  to  learn  the  nobility  there  is  in 
labor.  When  they  receive  the  Divine  anointing,  they  will  learn,  through 
•  obedience  to  Divine  laws,  that  labor  is  an  ordinance  of  Heaven  for  the  ele- 
vation of  man.  Experience  satisfies  us  that  the  anti-sectarian  character  of 
our  association  is  a  constant  source  of  vitality.  Our  distinctive  idea  we 
have  found  it  useful  to  repeat.  Theology  is  not  religion.  Bockinger,  a 
learned  French  writer,  said  of  Sakia,  the  reformer  among  the  Hindoos,  "  he 
did  not  invent  a  system  altogether  new.  He  merely  pronounced  strongly 
land  clearly^  that  which  many  of  his  cotemporaries  had  obscurely  felt.  He 
made  himself  the  representative  of  opposition  to  Brahminism  which  had 
existed  some  time  among  them.''  So  it  was  with  us  at  the  beginning  of 
our  movement.  We  set  forth  our  conviction  "  that  Churches,  however  high 
their  pretensions  of  authority  derived  from  God,  are  only  human  organiza- 
tions and  the  repositories  of  only  such  powers  as  may  have  been  rightfully 
conferred  upon  them  by  the  individuals  of  whom  they  are  composed,  or 
derived  from  the  laws  of  our  social  nature ;"  that  "  too  long  have  the  com- 
mon people  been  deluded  with  the  idea,  that  the  Church  holds  a  mysterious 
organic  relation  to  the  Infinite — a  relation  distinct  from  that  existing  be- 
tween the  soul  and  its  Creator,  and  conferring  special  powers  and  preroga- 
tives;" that  "no  error  has  done  more  than  tliis  to  debase  and  enslave  the  mind 
of  man,  to  fetter  his  godlike  powers,  and  make  him  the  ready  instrument 
of  superstition  and  priestcraft;"  that  "this  is  the  most  vicious  elements  of 
Popery,  from  which  our  Protestant  sects  are  not  yet  delivered."  Time  only 
proves  to  us  that  we  were  not  alone  in  these  views,  but  that  they  had 
been  pondered  in  the  hearts  of  many,  who  only  waited  an  opportunity  to 
express  them. 

We  should  be  humble  and  grateful  for  the  privilege  of  living  and 
working  in  the  present  period  of  the  world's  history.  We  hope  to  be 
preserved  from  a  spirit  of  egotism,  for  the  most  devoted  and  earnest  lover 
of  truth  has  contributed  but  very  little  towards  producing  the  present 
great  awakening.      The  hand  of  a  child  may  set  in  motion  a  rock 

I 
*  Wftnt  of  room  oompela  ns  to  omit  several  letters  and  to  abbreviate  others. 
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nicely  balanced  on  the  edge  of  a  precipice.  The  rook  may  be  thrown 
from  its  place  and  hurled  with  irresistible  velocity  into  the  valley  be- 
low. Thus  Divine  truths  are  sometiipes  poised  so  nicely  that  compara- 
tively insignificant  means  may  hurl  them  with  ,  powerful  effect  upon  tlie 
head  of  error.  But  as  the  rock  finds  the  valley  from  its  own  intrinsic 
weight,  and  not  from  the  feeble  power  which  set  it  in  motion,  so  does 
truth  reach  its  result,  not  from  the  feeble  hand  by  which  it  is  wielded,  but 
by  its  own  inherent  mighty  power.  We  respond  to  the  sentiments  of  a  be- 
loved correspondent*  who  said  to  us,  '*  We  are  in  the  midst  of  the  most  im- 
portant era  in  the  life  of  Christianity:  neither  the  period  when  it  detached 
itself  from  the  Jewish  ritual  under  the  leadership  of  Paul,  nor  the  time  when 
it  shook  off  the  scarlet  cloak  of  Rome  by  the  strong  arm  of  Luther,  were 
crises  so  important  as  ours,  when  it  is  slowly  and  painfully  disengaging  itself 
from  the  creeds  and  ceremonies  that  were  the  natural  expression  of  mid- 
dle age  culture,  and  clothing  itself  anew  in  the  forms  of  thought  and  life 
appropriate  to  a  world  already  made  a  family  by  tlie  telegraph,  and  modi- 
fied in  all  its  habits  by  an  advancing  intelligence  and  freedom.'' 

Our  Meeting  this  year  has  been  Targe  beyond  all  precedent.  We  have 
had  the  acceptable  presence  and  cooperation  of  a  number  of  well-known 
and  beloved  co-laborers,  among  them  Theodore  Parker,  Charles  C.  Bur- 
leigh, Andrew  Jackson  Davis  and  Mary  F.  Davis. 

On  the  first  day  the  house  was  densely  crowded,  and  thousands  who 
could  not  gain  access  stood  in  the  yard,  and  were  addressed  from  the  ves- 
tibule.   The  immense  crowd,  all  standing,  gave  earnest  attention. 

Our  Committee  on  Education  reported,  in  substance,  that  in  consequence 
of  the  late  financial  pressure,  they  had  been  unable  to  take  any  definite 
steps  towards  the  organization  of  a  seminary  of  learning;  but  they  were 
united  in  the  opinion  that  the  contemplated  institution  should  preserve  the 
family  relations  and  character  suflSciently  to  secure  the  pupils  from  those 
immoral  influences  and  violations  of  physiological  laws  which  so  frequently 
undermine  the  moral  purity  and  the  physical  health  of  the  students  in  our 
Colleges  and  Universities. 

Our  Committee  appointed  last  year,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  meetings, 
produced  a  very  satisfactory  and  encouraging  report.  Conventions  held 
by  them  in  divers  places,  were  often  attended  by  overflowing  numbers, 
who  invariably  gave  kind  and  courteous  audience  to  the  anti-sectarian  and 
reformatory  sentiments  which  were  uttered.  We  have  appointed  a  new 
and  larger  Committee  this  year. 

The  Committee  on  Testimonies  produced  reports  on  Slavery,  Caste, 
Coequality  of  Woman,  War,  Tobacco,  Intemperance,  Sectarianism,  Revi- 
vals, Treatment  of  Criminals,  and  Education,  which  were  adopted. 

The  discussion  upon  some  of  these  questions  was  interesting  and  very 
profitable.  We  also  agreed  to  publish  a  very  able  and  lucid  paper  on 
Public  Worship,  by  Charles  K.  Whipple,  of  Boston. 

With  salutations  of  love,  we  are  your  triends. 

JOBBPH  A.  DnODALB,       ) 

Oliveb  Johnson,  >  Clerks, 

Sidney  Peibob  Cuktis,  ) 

♦  A.  D.  M»yo. 
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FROM  THE  WATBBLOO  YBARLT  MEETINO. 

Your  epistle  was  received  and  read  in  oar  meeting,  and  greeted  by  us  as 
an  expression  of  fraternal  feeling  from  those,  distant  personally,  but  near 
in  spirit — natural,  spontaneous,  aud  therefore  mutually  pleasant  and  ad- 
vantageous. 

We  are  glad  to  Jiear  of  the  success  of  your  gathering ;  to  know  that 
while  there  is  no  lowering  of  tone,  no  compromise  of  truth,  no  conceal- 
ment of  views  for  policy's  sake,  no  putting  aside  of  agitating  questions  to 
preserve  a  false  pence,  but  frank,  free  speaking,  *'  right  out  and  right  on," 
increasing  numbers  are  with  you.  Parties  and  sects  seek  numbers  and 
popularity  as  "  first  things."  To  gain  them.  Truth  must  hourly  be  cruci- 
fied, like  Christ  of  old,  between  two  thieves*  Platform  and  creed  must 
embody  only  what  is  established,  honored,  and  therefore  authoritative. 
Thought  must  be  fettered,  lest  it  stray  outside  the  pale  of  respectability ; 
words  of  frank  rebuke,  ideas  springing  up,  fresh  and  inspiring  from  the 
heart,  questionings  in  regard  to  life's  great  duties  and  the  occasions  of  to- 
day, must  be  hushed  to  soft  whispers  and  soon  silenced,  lest  the  walls  of 
some  little  Zion  fall,  and  free  humanity  walk  with  rude  step  over  the 
niins. 

So  children  build  houses  of  paper  cards,  fancying  them  lasting  wood 
and  stone,  yet  fearfully  rear  them  in  some  corner,  lest  the  wind  shaJl  puff 
away  their  frail  walls. 

It  is  not  for  us  to  imitate  such  poor  example.  Men  and  women  must 
"put  away  childish  things,"  and  be  strong,  free,  kind,  wise  and  brave; 
must  gladly  come  together,  and  welcome  each  honest  word,  whether  it 
utterg  their  precise  thought  or  not;  must  have  such  grand  faith  in  Truth 
as  to  know  that  it  will  flourish  in  a  free  atmosphere,  since,  by  its  inherent 
power,  it  has  lived  and  triumphed  despite  of  dungeon,  rack  and  fetter,  and 
even  gained  victories  over  the  subtle  blandishments  of  ease  and  wealth,  so 
enervating  and  dangerous. 

As  the  priests  of  old  exorcised  the  foul  fiend  with  '^  bell,  book  and  can- 
dle," even  so  must  we,  by  the  mightier  spell  of  frank  words,  coming  from 
bravely  earnest  souls,  cast  out  of  our  meetings  that  timid  fear  of  rebuking 
popular  and  powerful  wrongs,  that  weak  sensitiveness  which  shrinks  from 
meetiolg  and  questioaing  new  ideas,  that  dread  of  a  thorougli  speaking  of 
truth,  endorse  or  condemn  who  or  what  it  may,  so  common  among  men. 
If  numbers  are  with  us  in  this,  it  is  well ;  if  not,  we  are  strong,  though 
few,  (better  far  than  to  be  weak,  though  many,)  and  in  time  shall  move 
the  world. 

Our  meeting  opened  Sunday  morning,  amidst  clouds  and  rain,  with  a 
good  audience,  largely  increased  in  the  afternoon,  and  to  the  last  day  a 
goodly  number  were  present,  although  the  weather  was  unpropitious. 

Men  and  women  came,  endeavoring  to  think  freely,  to  speak  and  hear 
candidly.  We  were  favored  with  the  presence  of  those  gifted  with  per- 
saasive  eloquence  of  speech.  Many,  too,  whose  feelings  found  no  utter- 
ance, were  eloquent  at  heart,  and  their  presence  and  influence  helped  to 
create  that  moral  magnetism,  that  blending  of  souls  so  sweetly  pleasant, 
80  deeply  felt^  so  well  described  in  that  quaintly  expressive  phrase  of  the 
early  Friends  as  a  "  precious  covering  "  over  our  meeting. 

Daring  the  first  day  Jacob  Dickinson,  of  Oswego  County,  Oliver  John- 
j9on,  Philip  D.  Moore,  Aaron  M.  Powell,  G.  B.  Stebbins  and  others  spoke. 

Andrew  Jackson  Davis  made  some  very  suggestive  remarks  on  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


104 

power,  vitality,  and  iinmortalitv  of  great  ideas.  Freedom  fronj  arbitrary 
authority,  obedience  to  the  soars  highest  demands,  the  blessed  privileges 
and  enjoyments  of  true  Freedom,  were  prominent  subjects,  the  interest  in- 
creasing until  a  late  hour  of  adjournment. 

The  second  day  slaverv,  the  sacred ness  of  true  marriage,  ftie  evils 
woman  suffers  as  wife  and  mother  under  our  laws,  customs,  and  false 
views,  occupied  attention.  Marv  F.  Davis  made  some  feeling,  eloqaent, 
and  able  remarks  on  the  last  subject. 

A  paper  from  Elizabetli  0.  Stanton,  clear  and  valuable,  on  the  same 
subject  was  also  read  by  Susan  B.  Anthony,  who  the  next  day  gave  an 
excellent  address  in  favor  of  the  joint  education  of  the  sexes. 

Some  difference  of  opinion  existed  as  to  some  parts  of  a  teetimoDj 
against  slavery ;  after  discussion,  a  mf^'ority  expressed  themselves  in  its 
favor,  other  topics  were  taken  up  with  unity  and  interest ;  thus  are  we 
learning  to  agree  to  disagree. 

On  the  third  day,  War,  Intemperance,  the  prevalent  false  views  of 
Inspiration  and  Authority,  were  also  spoken  of  as  evils  to  be  remedied. 

The  more  advanced  and  rational  class  of  teachings  of  the  Harmonial  or 
Spiritual  views  and  ideas,  were  commended  as  worthy  of  acceptation,  with 
the  wise  discrimination  those  teachings  themselves  enjoin.  An  Oberlin 
student  read  a  document  against  infidelity.  Lucy  A.  Coleman,  Mr.  Shat- 
tuck,  and  several  others  occupied  the  time,  which  was  so  limited  that 
many  subjects  were  passed  over. 

We  are  encouraged  by  the  feeling  that  in  sustained  interest,  in  varied 
ability  of  speech,  in  a  prevailing  sentiment  that  it  was  indeed  "good  for 
us  to  be  here  " — as  well  as  in  numbers — this  meeting  surpassed  previous 
ones,  pleasant  as  they  had  been. 

The  genial  hospitality  of  friends  in  the  vicinity  was  tnily  pleasant 

Accept  our  heartfelt  wish  that  your  partings  from  your  meetings  at 
their  close,  may  be,  as  were  ours,  with  the  trust  that  your  souls  have  been 
fed  and  strengthened,  and  that  truly  religious  influences  have  been  around 
you. 

We  close  with  an  expression  of  cordial  desire  for  the  growth  of  Love, 
Wisdom  and  Harmony  among  you. 

In  behalf  of  Waterloo  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends  of  Human  Progress. 


James  Truman,        1  jyj^i^ 
Susan  B.  Anthony,  J  ^*^**- 


FROM  THE  MICHIGAN  YEARLY  MEETING. 

Deeply  recognizing  the  friendly  feeling  which  prompted  the  fraternal 
communication  from  the  last  Yearly  Meeting  of  the  Progressive  Friends  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  friends  of  Human  Progress  of  Michigan,  in  Yearly 
Meeting  assembled  at  Battle  Creek,  are  glad  to  send  you  our  God-speed 
in  return. 

Our  Second  Yearly  Meeting  was  held  in  Battle  Creek,  on  the  10th, 
11th,  12th  and  18th  days  of  October  last.  Its  proceedings  were  of  great 
interest,  and  were  characterized  by  general  harmony  and  hearty  oo- work- 
ing in  all  humanly  useful  and  elevating  endeavors. 

Resolutions  were  passed  embodying  the  highest  ideal  of  the  friends  on 
nearly  all  the  subdivisions  of  Progress,  and  the  following  subjects  were 
discussed. 

The  principle  of  Freedom,  without  distinction  of  color,  was  presented 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


106 

by  Sojourner  Tmtb^  Martin,  a  fugitive  slave,  Obarles  0.  Burleigh  and  Par- 
ker Pillsbury ;  its  discussion  occupied  fully  one-third  of  the  ten  sessions  of 
the  "Xearlv  Meeting,  and  many  views  were  advanced  which  were  new  to 
many  of  the  friends  who  were  assembled. 

The  principle  of  Freedom,  without  distinction  of  sex,  was  earnestly 
represented  by  Mary  F.  Davis.  The  interest  which  was  manifested 
promises  well  for  the  speedy  alteration  of  the  law  of  our  State,  a  full  re^ 
cognition  and  guarantee  of  Woman's  Right  of  Property  and  of  Suffrage. 
Besides  the  address  of  Mrs.  Davis,  delivered  on  Sunday,  and  before  an 
audience  so  large  that  it  could  be  accommodated  under  no  roof  in  the 
place,  a  communication  was  read  from  the  pen  of  H.  F.  M.  Brown,  of 
Cleveland,  which  was  well  received. 

The  principle  of  Freedom  of  the  Public  Lands  was  set  forth  by  friend 
Pease,  of  Oincinnati,  whose  address  was  characterized  by  great  benevo- 
lence and  earnestness. 

The  principle  of  Freedom  of  Religious  Opinion  was  ably  vindicated  by 
a  communication  from  friend  Charles  K.  Whipple,  of  Boston. 

A  resolution  calling  for  a  better  system  of  Education,  especially  for 
women,  elicited  much  interest  and  many  suggestions  for  improvement. 

It  was  resolved  that  the  introduction  of  so-called  modern  Spiritualism 
had  promoted  human  progress,  physically  and  spiritually.  Friend  Hewitt 
claimed  that  Spiritualism  embraced  all  other  reforms,  and  Mary  F.  Davis 
gave  an  address  on  its  uses  and  abuses. 

Harmonial  Philosophy,  the  new  Era  in  which  Power, Wisdom  and  Love 
are  united,  was  represented  by  its  apostle,  Andrew  Jackson  Davis. 

The  Unity  in  Diversity  of  all  tnings  in  the  Universe,— especially  of 
Religions,  and  of  all  movements  for  the  amelioration  of  the  condition  of 
the  Race, — was  the  subject  of  addresses  from  Chas.  0.  Burleigh  and  Char- 
lotte M.  Beebe. 

From  the  first  session  until  the  last,  the  attendance  was  undiminished 
and  the  interest  unabated.  A  large  number  of  persons  were  pret^ent  from 
Wisconsin,  Illinois  and  the  remote  towns  of  Michigan.  The  success  of 
this  meeting  leads  us  to  hope  that  we  shall  be  able  to  send  you  reports  of 
meetings  of  increasing  interest  for  years  and  years  to  come,  until  the  spe- 
cial subjects  of  our  present  discussion  shall  have  been  rendered  obsolete  by 
the  advance  of  civilization,  and  be  superseded  by  higher  and  still  higher 
ranges  of  truth. 

C.  M.  Beebe,  Secretary, 

FBOIC  NORTH  COLLINS  (n.  T.)  YEARLY  MBBTINO. 

We  again  embrace  the  opportunity  afforded  us  to  renew  our  testimony 
in  favor  of  truth  and  righteousness,  and  to  send  an  encouraging  word  to 
kindred  associations. 

The  unfoldings  of  truth  and  development  of  soul  which  we  witness 
every  wherepromise  greater  results  than  our  most  sanguine"  hopes  had 
pictured.  We  feel  strengthened  and  encouraged  by  associating  togetlier 
m  our  Yearly  Meetings ;  it  awakens  within  us  the  6od-given  elements  of* 
our  nature,  which  bid  us  npeak  against  the  vices  and  wrongs  under  which 
our  beautiful  earth  is  groaning.  The  universal  expression  of  the  spirit  of 
the  age  is,  "  Free  thought,  free  speech,  free  men  and  women."  Then  let 
us  all,  inspired*  by  one  sentiment,  work  together  for  the  welfare  of  the 
human  family,  and  use  every  method  to  prevent  the  spread  of  physical, 
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mental,  and  intellectual  slavery,  war,  intemperance,  and  every  social 
wrong,  and  degrading  vice,  together  with  the  midnight  darkness  which 
Church  and  Priest  have  so  long  used  as  a  shroud  over  the  minds  of  the 
people,  shutting  out  the  blessed  liglit  and  sunshine  of  Heaven.  And  as  we 
emerge  from  this  chaos,  and  a  new  order  of  things  takes  place,  we  find  oar- 
selves,  each  one,  becoming  the  temple  of  the  living  God,  and  that  the  hum- 
blest and  frailest  are  not  shut  out  from  his  Divine  inspiration,  but  that  all 
shall  hear  the  heaven-born  whisper  of  immortal  truth,  telling  them  of  the 
glories  of  the  invisible  world. 

Grateful  for  the  success  that  has  attended  our  past  efforts,  and  for  the 
words  of  encouragement  which  greet  us,  we  hope  to  be  found  faithful  to 
the  light  we  have,  assured  that  a  greater  shall  be  yet  revealed.  It  is  our 
earnest  desire  that  your  meeting  may  be  a  pleasant  and  profitable  occasioiL, 
and  advance  the  cause  of  religious  progress  and  social  development 

Signed  by  direction,  and  on  behalf  of  the  Meeting  of  the  Friends  of 
Human  Progress,  held  in  North  Collins,  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.    « 

Maby  Smith  Taylob. 


FROM   M.  B.    GODDABD. 

So.  Reading,  Vt.,  May  20th,  1858. 

Dear  Progressive  Friends: — It  is  pleasing,  while  the  minions  of 
Sectarianism  are  raising  a  hue  and  cry  over  their  recent  proselytes  throngh- 
out  the  land,  to  chronicle  the  fact  that  the  advocates  of  Free  Thought  in 
all  the  great  human  interests  are  not  dismayed  or  inactive. 

As  a  Vermonter,  I  feel  somewhat  proud  in  sending  you  this  Call. 
Though  the  liberal  element  is  nowhere  in  the  country  stronger  than  in 
Vermont,  this  is  the  first  united  attempt  towards  combining  all  the  liberal, 
progressive  and  reformatory  elements  in  a  grand  co-operative  movement 
and  general  understanding.  Our  scattered  population  has  operated  to 
put  off  this  till  we  were  fully  ripe  for  it.  Like  many  of  the  signers  of 
this  Call,  I  have  been  familiar  with  your  movement  almost  since  its  com- 
mencement,— from  newspaper  accounts  and  the  printed  Proceedings  of 
your  Yearly  Meetings.  I  was  charmed  from  the  first  with  your  free  plat- 
form, and  have  watched  your  progress  and  history  with  a  great  deal  of 
interest ;  and  do  rejoice  most  sincerely  in  your  prosperity.  Auspicious 
omens  also  cheer  on  the  cause  of  Progress  and  Reform  among  the  freedom- 
loving  sons  of  the  Green  Mountains.  Having  so  long  heard  your  yearly 
voice,  I  could  not  lorbear — though  a  stranger — sending  you  this  Call,  as 
an  evidence  that  you  have  sympathizers  and  co-laborers  here,  and  bidding 
you  God-speed  in  the  great  work  of  the  emancipation  and  elevation  of 
Humanity.  Truly  yours, 

M.    E.    GODDARD. 

-       CALL  TO  THE  FRIENDS  OF  HUMAN  PROGRESS. 

The  dlsenthralmont  of  humanity  from  nil  suoh  iuflueuces  as  fetter  its  natural  and 
vital  growth  is  too  evidently  the  condition  of  all  Progress,  and,  therefore,  the  duty 
of  Philanthropy,  to  need  enforcement  iq  this  Call.  The  history  of  the  past  ia  beau- 
tiful only  at  the  phointa  where  it  records  the  enoroaohmenta  of  human  A^edom  oa 
the  nataral  limitations  or  artificial  tyrannies  imposed  upon  thought  and  action.  And 
the  future  is  hopeful  only  in  such  proportion  as  it  ponits  towardi^  a  wise  and  well- 

eounded  emancipation  of  the  race  ft-om  the  spiritual  despotisms  that,  on  the  one 
ind,  now  oontrol  thought,  and  the  eivU  and  aoctoj  disabilities  that,  on  the  otiier, 
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restrain  acUon.  into  that  free  and  pare  life  which  both  are  yet  destined  to  attain. 
Every  Phil antnropist,  therefore,  welooines  the  increasingly  manifent  tendencies  of 
tho  present  age  to  challenge  the  institutioni  that  claim  control  over  humanity,  and 
to  innist  that  those  claims  shall  be  appealed  to  the  tribnal  of  demonstrable  facts  and 
rigid  indaction,  rather  than  to  **the  traditions  of  the  elders." 

The  signers  of  this  Call  desire  to  aid  in  carrying  up  this  appeal.  They  believe 
the  time  has  come' when  the  friends  of  Free  Thought  in  Vermont  will  find  it  both 
pleasuint  and  profitable  to  take  counsel  together,  and  have  a  mutual  interchange  of 
sentiment  on  the  great  topics  of  Beform.  That  there  would  be  entire  harrpony  of 
dodrins  and  tymibol  among  us,  is  not  to  be  expected,  but  it  is  believed  that  in  pur- 
posey  we  should  *'8eo  eye  to  eye,"  and  it  is  purpoMS,  not  creeds,  that  vitalize  and 
narmonize  effort.. 

With  these  convictions,  we,  whose  names  are  appended  to  this  Call,  do  most  cor- 
dially and  earnestly  invite  all  Philanthropists  and  Keformers  in  and  out  of  the  State, 
to  meet  ill  FREE  CONVENTION,  at  Eutland,  Vt..  on  the  25th,  26th  and  27th  of 
Juuo  next,  to  discuss  the  various  topics  of  Reform  tnat  are  now  engaging  the  atten- 
tion and  effort  of  Progressive  minds. 

By  a  reference  to  the  names  appended  to  this  Call,  it  will  be  evident  that  it  is  not 
the  project  of  any  special  branch  or  division  of  Reformers — having  some  Shibboleth 
of  its  own  to  be  mouthed  with  provincial  accent — bui  the  unanimous  movement  of 
those  who  hail  from  every  section  of  the  great  Army  of  Reform,  and  who  have  no 
watchword  but  HumanUy.  The  catholicity  of  spirit  and  purpose,  which  will  char- 
acterize the  proposed  meeting,  are  thus  sufficiently  guaranteed,  and  the  assurance ' 
well-founded  that  every  theme  will  be  frankly  and  fairly  treated  at  the  hands  of 
the  GonveBtion,  and  thus  the  interests  of  the  largest  philanthropv  secured. 

Come  then,  friends  of  Free  Thought.  Come  one,  come  all.  Men  of  all  religious 
creeds,  and  men  of  no  creed,  shall  find  eonal  welcome.  And  woman  too«  let  her 
come,  both  to  adorn  by  her  presence,  ana  strengthen  by  her  thought,  and  give 
depth  and  earnestness  to  tho  action  of  this  gathering  in  behalf  of  Humanity.  Let 
her  vindicate^  by  her  own  eloouence  and  zeal,  the  social  position  she  is  so  nobly  and 
rapidly  winning  for  herself.  The  only  common  ground  on  which  we  seek  to  meet, 
is  that  oi  fearless  diseussum,  and  the  onlv  pledge  wo  make  is  to  brin^  a  rational 
investigation  to  the  solution  of  every  problem  involving  the  social  or  religious  duty 
and  destinv  of  the  race.    In  this  faith  we  hail  all  as  brethren  and  co-laborers. 

[Signed  by  more  than  150  persons,  from  more  than  forty  different  towns  in 
Vermont.] 

FBOM  A  MBBTINO  OF  PROGRESSIVE  FRIENDS. 

Wayne,  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio,  April  25tli,  1858. 

Dear  Brothers  and  Sisters  : — It  is  thus  the  friends  in  Wayne  and 
vicinity  would  greet  you.  Though  scattered  throughout  the  land  at  re- 
mote distances  from  each  other,  we  yet  feel  drawn  to  yon  by  tlie  mag- 
netic bonds  of  a  common  sympathy.  If  any  thing  were  wanting  to 
complete  the  circuit  of  unitary  feeling,  the  trials  incident  to  our  position 
as  Progressive  Friends  W9uld  abundantly  supply  that  want. 

At  these  times,  when  religion  and  creed  are  accepted  as  synonymous 
terms,  and  when  man  is  robbed  of  every  right  in  the  name  of  Democracy, 
'twould  be  strange  indeed  if  the  still  small  voice  of  Ood  in  the  soul  were 
not  regarded  as  a  symptom  of  madness — ^the  Higher  Law  as  a  rhetorical 
flourish — the  Golden  Rule  as  a  ^*  glittering  generality,"  and  the  names  of 
those  who  endeavor  to  give  vitality  to  these  by  living  true  lives,  as  fit  only 
to  be  "  cast  out  as  evil." 

As  in  days  long  past,  those  who  labored  as  pioneers  in  the  work  of 
human  advancement  were  regarded  as  dreamers  or  enthusiasts,  or  as 
*'  turning  the  world  upside  down,"  so  must  we  bear  the  reproach  and  jeers 
of  those  who  cannot  see  from  our  stand-point.  But  the  orthodoxy  of  to- 
day was  the  heresy  of  a  past  age ;  may  this  cheer  us  as  the  "  pillar  of 
cloud  by  day  and  of  fire  by  night,"  through  a  pilgrimage  otherwise 
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made  dreary  by  the  lifeless  forms  and  decaying  systems  strewn  along  oar 
pathway. 

Mntaal  effort  in  a  oommon  cause,  in  its  very  natnre,  tends  to  awaken 
sentiments  of  fraternal  regard;  how  deep  and  strong  then  must  that 
friendship  be,  when  the  work  in  which  we  are  engaged  is  prompted  by 
Humanity,  guided  by  Reason,  Justice  and  Truth,  warmed  by  Love,  cheered 
by  Hope  and  blessed  by  Religion  I 

In  view  of  the  Past,  the  Present  and  the  Future,  with  the  deepest  faith 
in  Gody  and  man,  we  would  say : 

♦•Persevere  I  persererel 
Do  not  falter,  do  not  fear, 

First,  reaoWe  to  do  the  right- 
Then  pursue  it  wlih  our  might. 

Sternlj.  calmly,  hold  our  place — 
Look  dentlon  in  the  face, 
'        Gire  the  world  to  understand. 
We  have  tinnness  to  command, 
At  least  ourselves ;  then  laugh  at  fear. 

Persevere f  persevere! " 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Meeting  of  Progressive  Friendfi  held  in  Wayne, 
Ohio,  May  2d,  1858. 

John  Bbown,  Jr.,  Clerk. 


FBOM    OHARLBS    K.   WHIPPLB. 

Boston,  May  24th,  1868. 

Being  unable  to  indulge  myself  in  the  gratification  of  attending  your 
meeting,  I  send  instead  a  word  of  encouragement  and  counsel. 

During  the  past  winter  and  spring,  a  contagious  disease  has  spread  its 
ravages  far  and  wide  over  the  country.  The  priesthood  of  the  popular 
American  religion  have  succeeded  in  producing  "a  revival"  of  it,  and 
thus  have  been  extending  superstition  and  obstructing  the  progress  of 
Christianity ;  exalting  creeds  and  forms,  the  profession  of  religion,  and 
discouraging  those  works  of  reform  which  are  its  substance;  teaching  the 
/ear  of  God,  instead  of  that  perfect  love  of  Uirn  which  casts  out  fear, 
being  incompatible  with  it ;  persuading  the  people,  by  the  pretence  that 
they  are  Grod  s  special  ambassadors,  to  receive  their  teachings  in  opposition 
to  that  reason  which  He  has  Himself  placed  in  the  breast  of  every  man, 
for  his  guidance ;  and  directing  men's  interests  and  aspirations  towards  a 
future  life  by  such  means  and  in  such  a  manner^  and  with  such  instruetioni, 
as  to  make  them  neglect  the  most  obvious  duties  of  the  present,  and  to 
fortify,  rather  than  remove,  the  chief  vices  and  evils  of  the  world  in  which 
we  now  live. 

After  having  witnessed,  through  the  six  months  which  have  jo^t 
passed,  the  success  of  the  clergy  in  building  up  the  popular  religion,  and  in 
enlarging  the  sects  which  unite  in  maintaining  its  superstitious  observances, 
it  is  refreshing  to  turn  to  an  Association  which  has  juster  ideas,  both  of 
the  faith  and  the  works  which  constitute  Christianity ;  which  seeks  to 
carry  out  in  actual  life  the  Divine  truths  which  Jesus  of  Nazareth  taught;  to 
show  that  religion  is,  as  Paul  declared  it  to  be,  '-a  reasonable  service ;"  to 
t^ach  Christianity  without  Judaism  ;  to  direct  men  to  the  loving,  universal 
Father,  instead  of  to  a  local,  limited,  partial,  passionate  Jehovah ;  to  per- 
suade them  to  come/<5ar^Zy  to  that  Father,  as  children  should,  withont 
mediator  or  atonement,  even  though  they  may  hitherto  have  been  "jworfi- 
gal  sons ;"  and,  in  regard  to  future  duty,  to  show  them  that  help  to  the 
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poorest,  weakest,  "least"  of  their  bretliren.  is  at  once  the  best  service 
and  the  best  worship  of  that  universal  Father. 

Beloved  friends,  you  well  know  that  .faith,  without  works,  is  dead ; 
that  if  you  really  hold  and  teach  the  great  truths  above  mentioned,  they 
will  bring  forth  fruit  in  your  lives;  and  that  just  now,  (after  the  elabo- 
rate cultivation  which  superstition  and  Pharisaism  have  received  from  the 
late  "  revival "  of  the  popular  religion,)  is  the  true  day  of  judgment  as  to 
the  comparative  practical  merits  of  these  opposing  systems ;  as  to  the  ex- 
cellence and  abundance  of  the  **  fruits  "  which  they  respectively  bring 
forth.  I  call  upon  you  to  give  "  testimony "  upon  this  point  with  your 
lives  as  well  as  your  lips  At  the  commencement  of  your  year,  you  pub- 
lish, in  speech  and  print,  a  protest  against  those  great  popular  sins  which 
churchliugs  and  worldlings  unite  in  practising  and  defending.  I  call  upon 
you  to  follow  up  this  protest  by  energetic  action,  through  the  coming  year, 
action  far  more  vigorous  and  persistent  than  you  have  ever  yet  used, 
against  that  wicked  and  pernicious  system,  that  corrupter  of  religion, 
morals  and  manners,  that  "  sum  of  all  villanies,"  American  slavery. 

Never  since  the  commencement  of  this  nation  has  the  Slave  Power 
shown  itself  so  daring,  profligate,  insatiable  and  insolent  as  at  present. 
The  State  is  its  instrument,  its  tool,  not  shrinking  from  its  meanest  and 
dirtiest  work ;  the  Church  is  its  bulwark  and  defence;  the  great  associa- 
tions which  call  themselves  "  religious  "  (whereof  the  American  Tract 
Society  is  now  most  prominent)  give  their  strengtii,  more  or  less  openly, 
to  its  support ;  and  the  recent  **  revival "  has  fortified  the  pro-slavery 
element  in  the  Church,  and  in  these,  its  daughters,  and  has  also  brought 
a  great  auxiliary  force,  of  men  and  money,  to  strengthen  them.  Never 
was  the  need  so  urgent  for  those  who  love  right  and  hate  tyranny  to  show 
themselves ;  to  fling  abroad  their  banner  and  raise  their  gathering  cry ', 
to  be  as  conspicuous,  as  active,  and  as  aggressive  for  freedom,  as  Buchanan 
and  Taney,  Hallock  and  South-side  Adams  are  for  slavery.  The  struggle 
which  is  now  going  on  around  us,  and  the  momentous  import  of  wjiich 
we  fail  to  realize,  (perhaps  because  it  is  so  near  us,)  is  destined  to  accom- 

f>lish  no  less  for  the  welfare  of  mankind  than  those  which  Luther  formerly 
ed  in  the  religious,  and  Hancock  and  Adams  in  the  political  world.  This 
generation  is  now  called  upon  to  finish  the  work  which  those  great  men,  in 
their  respective  spheres,  left  half  done ;  and  every  one  of  us  may  now  have 
the  honor,  and  reap  the  advantage,  of  helping  forward  some  department 
of  this  vast  enterprise,  and  hastening  the  day  when 'LIBERTY,  civil  and 
religiou»y  shall  be  proclaimed  through  this  whole  land,  to  every  one  of  the 
inhabitants  thereoSf. 

I  call  upon  you,  beloved  friends,  if  you  be  indeed  *'*' Progresnte 
Friends,"  to  recognize  the  truth  that  you  may  work  most  efficiently  in  this 
department  by  strengthening  the  hands,  extending  the  influence  and  join- 
ing in  the  labors,  of  the  American  Anti-Slavery  Society.  Put  your  money 
into  their  treasury,  assist  the .  movements  of  their  agents,  take,  read  and 
drculate  their  papers,  make  vigorous  efforts  to  increase  the  circulation  of 
their  official  organ,  the  "  Anti-Slavery  Standard,"  join  your  voices  to 
their  cry — "  No  more  Uhion^  in  Church  or  State^  with  alaveJuflders  !  " — 
and  agitate  unceasingly,  first,  until  nb  slave  shall  be  obliged  to  run  further 
North  tlian  Pennsylvania  to  find  a  land  of  freedom,  and  next,  until  no 
human  being,  in  any  part  of  our  continent,  shall  need  to  fear  the  enforce- 
ment, or  to  hear  the  utterance,  of  the  impious  claim,  that  another  human 
beiqg  owns  him.     In  love  and  trust,  your  friend, 

Ohablbs  K.  Whipplb. 
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FROM   WILLIAM   LLO.TD   GARRISON. 

Boston,  May  28,  1858. 

The  recollection  of  what  I  saw,  what  I  heard,  what  I  enjoyed  at  your 
last  annual  meeting,  makes  my  heart  throb  with  such  pleasnrable  emo- 
tions, that  I  know  not  how  to  be  absent  from  your  approaching  anniver- 
sary. But  circumstances  constrain  me  to  remain  at  home,  and  I  can  only 
send  you  all,  my  loving  remembrances  and  fervent  benediction. 

As  a  matter  of  friendly  accommodation,  I  have  consented  to  act  as  « 
substitute  for  my  friend,  Theodore  Parker,  in  Music  Hall,  on  Sunday  neit 
— not  to  fill  his  place,  of  course,  for  who  but  himself  can  do  that?  but  to 
make  it  convenient  for  him  to  be  with  you.  Of  his  rare  culture,  his 
scholarly  proficiency,  his  mental  force,  his  liberal  mind,  his  philanthropic 
and  progressive  spirit,  and  his  massive  brain,  (in  which  a  whole  Alexan- 
drian library  of  knowledge  appears  to  be  stored,  not  for  mere  ornament  or 
selfish  accumulation,  but  for  constant  use  and  circulation,)  I  need  s&j 
nothing.  He  is  too  widely  known  in  Christendom  to  need  an  introductioo 
in  any  part  of  it.  He  has  been  with  you  before,  and  you  will  deem  it  a 
high  privilege  to  have  him  with  you  again. 

I  take  it  for  granted  that  the  noble  testimonies  borne  at  your  last  gath- 
ering will  be  substantially  reiterated  this  year,  with  whatever  emphasis 
and  enlargement  the  times  may  seem  to  require.  But  let  us  remember 
that  we  live  in  deeds,  not  in  words.  Let  us  be  careful  to  lay  down  no 
principle  to  violate  it  ourselves,  or  to  wink  at  its  violation  in  others. 
Moral  consistency  of  action  is,  alas  I  very  difficult  to  be  found,  and  not 
very  easy  to  attain ;  yet  it  remains  eternally  true,  that  we  cannot  serve 
God  and  Mammon,  nor  embrace  Christ  and  Belial,  at  the  same  tirae. 
Wherever  duty  points  the  way,  there  let  us  walk  unfalteringly,  nor  dread 
the  lions  that  may  threaten  to  devour  us.  Let  our  song  be,  "  God  is  onr 
refuge  and  strength  ;  a  very  present  help  in  trouble.  Therefore  will  not 
^  we  fear,  though  the  earth  be  removed,  and  though  the  mountains  be  car- 
ried into  the  midst  of  tlie  sea." 

Yours,  fraternally, 

Wm.  Lloyd  Garrison. 


FROM  BAJ^nJEL  MAY,  JR. 

General  Agent  of  the  Massaehtitetts  Anti-Slavery  Society. 

Lbiobbtbr,  Mass.,  May  28, 1858. 

Your  invitation  to  attend  the  Sixth  Yearly  Meeting  of  the  Progressive 
Friends  of  Pennsylvania  has  reached  me.  I  thank  you  tor  it,  and  a£ure  you 
tliat  its  acceptance  would  afford  me  one  of  the  highest  pleasures  I  know, 
— one,  however,  that  circumstances  compel  me  to  forego,  and  to  content 
myself  with  awaiting  the  report  of  the  good  works  you  shall  do,  and  the 
noble  words  you  shall  speak,  for  humanity,  and  so  for  God.  I  have  not 
forgotten,  nor  shall  I  soon  forget,  the  beautiful  August  Sunday  which  I 
spent  two  years  ago  at  Longwood  meeting-house.  The  spot,  and  the 
human  faces  and  souls  which  made  it  appear  so  hopeful  and  so  bright,  are 
fresh  in  my  memory. 

At  my  distance!  watch  your  meeting,  your  association,  and  your  doings, 
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vrith  tnnch  of  hope  and  of  solicitude.  The  only  sect  with  which  I  have 
ever  heen  connected  has  tanght  rae  a  momentous  lesson,  which  I  should 
be  dull  indeed  not  to  discern,  and  culpable  not  to  remember.  It  did  not, 
indeed,  purpose  to  be  a  sect,  but  disclaimed  and  opposed  sectarian  aims  and 
objects,  and  sought  to  lead  men  out  of  sectarian  trammels  and  away  from 
all  bondage  of  parties,  to  help  them  break  the  chains  of  snperstition,  of 
human  fear  and  intellectual  vassalage,  and  to  bring  them  into  the  ^^  glorious 
liberty  of  children  of  God."  It  was,  in  this  country,  a  great  advance-move- 
ment, in  Morals  and  in  Religion ;  and  while  Channing  lived,  and  Follen, 
and  others  whose  names  perhaps  are  not  less  worthy  ofrespect  than  theirs, 
it  continued  to  be  a  movement  onward,  and  it  educated  many  souls  to  bear 
a  brave  and  manly  part  in  the  toil  and  contest  for  the  Kight  and  the 
Truth.  In  those  first  days  of  the  movement,  of  which  I  speak,  in  those 
day4  when  it  did  not  court  the  favor  of  man,  nor  fear  to  be  unpopular, 
when  it  despised  and  shunned  the  artifices  and  contrivances  of  the  sects, 
it  did  a  great  and  generous  work,  and  stamped  its  image  upon  many  who 
are  yet  with  us,  living  to  exalt,  to  bless,  and  to  free  mankind.  But  the 
brave  spirits,  who  had  been,  in  our  country,  and  especially  in  New  Eng- 
land, the  pioneers  and  leaders  of  this  moral  advance,  passed  away  from 
among  us,  and  other  hands  were  laid  upon  the  helm, — hands  which  knew 
but  little  of  the  noble  aims  to  which  the  movement  they  aspired  to  direct 
was  pledged, — knew  little  and  cared  less.  Then  machinery,  and  formality, 
and  cheap  emotion,  took  the  place  of  vigorous  thought,  of  courageous 
battling  with  individual  and  national  wrong,  and  of  fearless  search  for  all 
truth,  human  and  divine;  and  the  decline  and  fall  of  all  that  was  peculiar 
and  precious  in  Kew  England  Unitarianiam  commenced.  The  movement 
has  long  since  ceased  to  be  an  onward  one,  and  that  which  once  was  large, 
with  a  greatness  which  depended  not  upon  numbers,  has  now  become 
small,  and  feeble,  and  listless,  simply  striving  to  hold  a  place  among  other 
sects.  The  disappointment,  and  sorrow,  and  discouragement,  which  have 
been  experienced  by  many,  in  consequence  of  this  degeneracy,  no  words 
can  express ;  and  while  I  still  grateiiilly  and  gladly  join  with  others  in 
efforts  to  advance  every  good  work,  I  am  admonished  to  beware  that  the 
outward  and  visible  form  do  not  again  usurp  with  me  the  place  of  the  sub- 
stance, and  a  poor  conformity  be  preferred  to  manly  protest  and  righteous 
dissent  for  truth's  and  conscience'  sake. 

You  will  understand  rae,  therefore,  when  I  say  that  I  watch  your  move- 
ment not  only  with  hope  but  with  solicitude.  I  know  well  that  some  of 
yon,  too,  have  come  through  trials  and  disappointments,  not  unlike  those 
I  liave  already  adverted  to.  You  have  seen  the  noble  testimonies  of  Elias 
Hicks,  and  of  others  of  an  earlier  time,  disregarded  and  repudiated  by  many 
who  are  willing  to  build  tlieir  sepulchres,  and  who  ought  to  have  entered 
into  their  labors.  Thank  God  that,  forgetting  things  that  are  behind^  you 
are  pressing  on  to  higher  and  better  service  in  the  great  field  of  human 
action. 

Some  have  objected  to  your  name,  "  Progre^ve  Friends,"  as  savor- 
ing of  an  over-confident  spirit.  To  me  it  has  a  different  meaning.  I  like 
the  words.  They  indicate  a  purpose,  and  a  good  purpose,  viz :  to  go  for- 
ward, to  "  grow "  in  knowledge,  faith,  and  action ;  and  to  do  this  in  a 
spirit  of  "  friendliness  "  to  all  men.  And  this  is  the  duty  of  all.  We  are 
bound  to  be  ever  pressing  forward  to  the  mark,  and  to  comprehend  all 
men  in  our  sympathies  and  brotherly  regards  as  we  go.  The  name  too  is 
an  incentive,  a  spur,  which  the  weakness  of  our  flesh  and  heart  often 
needs.  You  confess  your  duty,  and  makt  known  your  purpose,  to  advance, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


112 

against  wrong  and  falsehood,  for  the  truth  and  the  right  To  stand  still, 
morally,  is  impossible.  You  are  resolved  to  go  forward,  persevering  to  the 
end. 

And  what  shall  the  law  of  your  progress  be?  What  else  can  it  be,  dear 
friends,  than  that  you  will  "  follow  Truth  along  her  star-paved  way," — 
that  you  will  watch  for  the  light  yet  to  break  forth  from  God's  word,  from 
his  works,  from  that  perpetual  witness  of  Himself  which  He  leaves  no  man 
without  ?  With  such  guidance,  no  fear  nor  doubt  can  overpower  yoo. 
The  light  within  you  wUl  grow  brighter  to  the  perfect  day,  you  will  be 
lifted  far  above  the  fear  of  man  and  the  world's  temptation,  and  your  peace 
and  strength  will  increase  forever. 

None  can  fail  to  observe  the  growing  tendency  of  the  mind  of  this 
country  to  throw  off  its  traditionary^  bondage  of  every  kind.  Men  are 
restive.  In  so  wicked  and  oppressive  a  nation  as  this,  where  even  the 
specially -ordained  and  consecrated  ministers  of  religion  hold  it  inexpedient 
and  foolish  to  call  sin  by  its  own  name,  and  so  league  themselves  with  the 
oppression  and  wickedness  of  the  land,  and  strive  to  drag  the  very  law  of 
God  and  the  beneficent  gospel  of  Christ  down  to  their  own  vile  level, — in 
such  a  nation,  men  should  be  restive.  It  is  good  to  resist  the  devil,  in 
whatever  shape  he  comes.  The  question  how  he  shall  be  resisted,  assumes 
a  mighty  interest  and  importance.  No  better  element,  to  decide  this  qu»- 
tion,  can  be  thrown  into  the  moving  mass  than  the  example  which  is  set 
by  your  meeting,  and  such  as  yours, — to  examine,  testv,  try  every  work,  in* 
stitution,  creed,  party,  church,  and  to  know  thereby  whence  it  is,  what  is 
its  character  ana  value,  and  whether  it  is  to  be  preserved  as  good,  or  oast 
away  to  perish  as  useless,  or  as  ai snare  and  curse  to  men.  Hoping  and  be- 
lieving that  this  true  and  brave  spirit  will  ever  lead  you  on, 
I  remain,  dear  friends,  your  fellow-worker, 

Samuel  Mat,  Jb. 


FBOM  JAMBS  FBKXMAN  OLARKB, 

Minister  of  the  ChwreJi  of  the  IHedpU^  Botton, 

Jamaioa  Plain,  i/a^  27^^  1858. 

I  have  been  favored  with  an  invitation,  through  our  friend  Oliver 
Johnson,  to  attend  your  meeting  on  the  thirtieth.  I  feel  the  honor  of 
such  an  invitation,  and  should  be  gratified  if  I  were  able  to  accept  it.  It 
is  an  honor  to  be  invited  to  meet  a  body  of  men,  who  would  never  ask  to 
their  meeting  those  who  were  distinguished  merely  as  popular  celebrities; 
but  who  ask  those  only  whom  they  believe  to  be  earnest  well-wishers  of 
their  race.  And  it  would  be  a  gratification  to  me  to  be  present  and  hear 
the  discussions  which  will  no  doubt  take  place  at  your  Yearly  Meeting  in 
relation  to  the  most  important  interests  of  our  humanity.  It  will  not  be 
in  my  power  to  attend  this  year,  more  than  in  previous  years ;  but  1  wiU 
not  deny  myself  the  pleasure  of  saying,  through  you,  to  the  meeting,  that 
I  sympathize  with  their  aims,  and  pray  that  their  coming  together  may  be 
productive  of  good  results. 

The  time  is  coming  and  now  is,  when  all  sincere  lovers  of  the  Saviour 
may  co-o|>erate  in  doing  his  work,  without  regard  to  difference  of  opinion 
and  difference  of  ceremony.  When  Jesus  fed  the  five  thousand,  and  they 
sat  down  on  the  grass  together  in  companies,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that 
they  were  all  dressed  alike,  or  that  all  had  the  same  method  of  eating,  or 
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Hm  Mmie  way  of  Bitting  down.  Bat  they  were  all  williag  to  be  fed  by 
h\m.  They  were  all  hungry  for  the  Master's  food.  So  it  mav  be  now 
wkh  those  who  widely  differ  in  opinion,  but  agree  in  longing  for  the  dncere 
imUc  and  neat  of  the  Word. 

The  Church  with  which  I  am  connected  was  formed  in  1841,  on  the 
lona  of  a  simple  declaration  of  ^'  Faith  in  Jesus  as  the  Christy  the  Son  of 
QpA^  and  the  "  dewre  to  co-operate  together  in  the  study  and  practice  of 
Christianity,'''*  Those  who  sign  tliis  declaration  become  thereby  members 
•f  the  Church,  which  welcomes  to  its  embrace  all  who  desire  to  come. 
Oar  seats  are  free  to  all— our  worship  is  congregational — the  whole  busi- 
ness of  the  Society  is  performed  by  the  whole  Church — ^women  having 
tonal  rights  with  the  men — speaking  and  voting  with  them  in  regard  to 
aN  matters  secular  or  religious.  So  we  have  gone  on  for  seventeen  years, 
and  though  not  a  large  or  popular  body,  we  are  a  family  of  friends,  and 
those  who  belong  to  us,  belong  to  us  forever.  One  of  our  number,  Ellis 
6tray  Loring,  has  just  left  us  for  the  heavenly  world.  He  was  a  noble 
person,,  one  of  the  earliest  supporters  and  most  constant  friends  of  Mr. 
€arrison  in  the  Anti-Slavery  cause.  In  this  great  question  of  the  age  we 
are  all  interested,  and  have  been  since  the  Church  was  formed.  We  also, 
like  you^  discuss  at  our  meetings,  with  the  utmost  freedom,  such  questions 
as  peace,  temperance,  non-resistance,  marriage,  spiritualisra,  etc.  We  do 
not  find  that  this  perfect  freedom  of  opinion  interferes  with  our  devotion 
•r  impairs  our  sense  of  the  nearness  and  constant  inflowing  life  and  love  of 
•«r  heavenly  Father. 

With  much  respect,  I  am  yours, 

James  Fbbbmak  Clabkb. 


FHOM   01IAKLE8   D.   B.   MILLS. 

Sybaouse,  May  26th,  1858. 

The- circular  over  your  names,  announcing  in  behalf  of  the  Progressive 
f*it#D«IS'  e£  Pennsylvania,  the  approaching  return  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  at 
Lwigwood^  is  received.  Very  gladly  would  I  join  you,  if  I  might,  on  uiat 
•ccasioD,  to  be  quickened  by  your  presence  and  refreshed  by  your  words. 
\  am  sure  that  you  will  convene  in  the  spirit  of  truth,  tidelity,  and  love,  and 
that\of(  will  find  deep  and  life-giving  c(mimunion  together. 

The  old  is  passing  away,  and  a  new  dispensation  is  opening  upon  us. 
The  dead  will  hardly  longer  stead  to  men  for  the  living,  empty  hearsays 
fi>r  vital  convictions. 

It  is  a  long  and  wearisome  march,  that  of  mankind,  through  the  ages, 
through  the  centuries,  in  search  of  felicity,  of  repose,  and  joy,  in  the  bosom 
•f  the  Highest.  What  crude  conceptions,  what  strange  misapprehensions, 
what  dark  and  dreadful  idolatriea  have  prevailed  I  Judaism,  in  its  best 
tetate,  rose  scarcely  higher  than  the  worship  of  an  animal  God,  a  creature 
•wayed  by  jealous  passion  and  fitful  caprice,  wielding  at  will  resistless  brute 
ferce-and  armed  with  all-crushing  terrors,  One  to  be  tremblingly  feared 
«>d  implicitly  obeyed,  not  intelligently  recognized,  reverently  adored  and 
ftlially  honored. 

Christianity,  initiated  by  the  appearance  in  history  of  Jesus,  the  living 
WiM'ds  and  noble  deeds  and  heroic  sufferings  of  this  young  carpenter  of 
lliaaarelh  touching  and  ravishing  the  souls  of  men,  grew  up  apace  in  new 
beliefs,  and  blossomed  out  quickly  and  widely  in  new  institutions.  Bat  al- 
BMwt  immediately,  it  was  the  worship  of  a  name  rather  than  the  recognition 
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of  a  thinf ,  atteroptedlj  reposing  in  Book  as  greater  than  Troth,  in  endmot 
as  biffher  thaa  conviction,  in  observance  as  more  than  life.  It  alee  hecamb 
aQ  idolatry,  bowing  down  in  stupid  relic-worship,  ascribing  nnragelM  ^ 
healing  to  Jesns'  blood,  looking  for  absolution  ana  salvatiea  to  hia  dttA, 
and  everywhere  attempting  incantation  through  this  name. 

And  to  the  present  hour  this  veil  is  upon  the  heart  of  Ohristeudom,  Om 
sorcery  enchants  and  intoxicates  and  maddens.  Protestants,  easentiallf 
one  with  Romanists  in  their  worship  of  the  outward,  trusting  wholly  ia 
belief  and  observance — belief  implicit  and  determined  in  the  presoribed. 
observance  blind  and  persistent  of  the  enjoined.  The  theology  is  ariifictal 
and  sapless,  void  of  vital  juices  and  genuine  nourishment  for  the  «oiii; 
the  dogmas  stale  and  barren,  now  towering  into  unintelligible  mystery, 
and  anon  issuing  in  absurdity  and  blasphemy ;  and  the  ordinances  art 
foreign,  arbitrary,  and  senseless,  a  cumbrous  yoke,  a  suffocating  prison 
having  no  felt  relation  to  free  normal  life. 

But  the  day-dawn  gleams,  and  that  hour,  seen  in  clear  vision  by  the 
youthful  Jesus  as  he  mused  beside  Jacobus  well,  and,  as  his  word  of  an- 
nouncement to  the  Samaritan  woman  fairly  indicates,  deemed  by  him  ia 
the  enthusiasm  of  his  young  heart  already  then  at  hand,  is  at  length  mas- 
ifestly  approaching.  Man  is  awaking  from  tlie  long  torpors,  a  higher  wor- 
ship awaits,  and  £e  true  Catholic  Church  is  to  be  inaugurated. 

Its  construction  shall  be  after  none  of  the  old  patterns.  It  shall  be 
baptized  into  no  party  name.  It  shall  worship  by  no  prescribed  symboh. 
It  shall  stand  not  in  outward  structure,  in  dogma,  and  creed,  and  rite,  bat 
in  inward  life,  in  vital  formation,  and  normal  human  growth.  Its  founda- 
tions shall  be  laid  deep  and  broad  as  are  the  elemental  principles  of  hnmaa 
nature,  and  its  temple  shall  afford  fit  shrine  for  the  worship  of  all  sin- 
cere souls.  Its  doctrines  shall  be  confessedly  the  truths  of  human  con- 
sciousness, the  great  verities  of  thought  that  shine  into  all  minds,  its  ordi- 
nances the  assiduous  practice  of  every  manly  virtue,  the  glad  doing  ef 
every  kindly  office,  the  steady  culture  of  the  spirit  towards  all  wisooia 
and  excellence ;  and  its  communions  shall  be  the  fellowship  of  tr«e  hearfta, 
celebrated  not  in  formal  rite  and  solemn  ceremony,  4>iit  flowing  and  felt « 
all  genuine  benign  presence  of  soul  to  soul,  natural  its  affection,  legible  as 
eye-glances,  spontaneous  as  speech,  and  rich  and  wide  as  life. 

This  Church  shall  pour  a  clear  and  powerful  light  around,  quenching  al 
darkness,  banishing  ignorance,  superstition,  and  terror,  abolishing  wrong 
and  crime  of  every  type  and  grade,  and  lifUng  man  to  freedom,  strength, 
and  blessedness.  It  shall  hold  and  wield  miraculous  gifts  greater  thaa  say 
yet  known  to  history ;  it  shall  heal  the  sick,  cleanse  lepers,  oast  out  devils, 
utter  oracles,  and  re-vitalize  and  regenerate  the  race.  In  the  earnest 
fidelity  of  its  freedom,  it  shall  do  high  deeds  for  justice,  and  the  shaeklei 
shall  fall  broken  from  the  limbs  of  every  slave.  In  presence  of  its  lofty 
sobriety,  the  drunkard  shall  be  touched,  incited,  won,  passion  awed  U 
silence,  and  manly  ambitions  awake  and  astir  within  him. 

That  you  may  be  encouraged,  prospered,  blessed  in  your  endeavors  for 
the  introduction  thus  of  heaven^s  kingdom  on  the  earth,  is  the  sinoene 
prayer  of  all  the  tme  and  good  of  every  place  and  name.  Speak  ift«ely, 
do  valiantly  in  obedience  to  the  inmost  thought,  the  highest  conwotiM 
within  you,  and  yonr  word  shall  not  be  empty  or  your  deed  in  vain,  k 
shall  be  more  than  a  passing  sound,  a  transient  appearance;  it  shall  %■ 
dynamic,  vital,  eternal,  one  of  the  permanent  facts,  a  truth  «ver  dndq, 
a  force  never  spent. 

Yours  evermore,  for  Truth,  Justice,  Freedom. 

CniiBLss  D.  B.  MiLLa. 
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rSOM  AARON  M.  POWJCLL. 

Ghent,  Colombia  Co.,  N.  Y.,  May  25th,  1858. 

I  deeply  regret  that  from  ill  health  I  shall  have  to  forego  the  prospect 
of  attending  this  year,  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  Progressive  IViends,  in  Pa. 

Daring  the  several  years  of  those  annual  gatherings  I  have  noted  with 
mach  interest  the  broad,  catholic,  and  liberal  Christian  spirit,  by  which 
they  seem  nniforroly  to  have  been  characterized. 

The  ftame  great  law  of  revolntion  and  development  which  we  recog- 
nize in  the  past,  is  no  less  active  in  our  own  time.  Its  manifestations  are 
seen  in  the  rise  and  modifications  of  tho  different  religious  movements, 
which  now  and  then  crop-out  in  human  society. 

Myself  of  Quaker  education,  and  interested  in  the  past  career  of  the 
Society  of  Friends,  I  have  regarded  with  much  interest  the  rise  and  growth 
of  this  modern  association  of  Progressive  Friends,  as  the  legitimate  ontr- 
growth,  and  of&pring,  more  than  any  other,  of  the  descendants  of  Fox, 
J^eon,  and  Hicks. 

The  times  are  aaspicions  for  this  new  association.  May  it  not  he  for- 
gotten by  any  of  us  that  **  the  one  condition  coupled  with  the  gift  of  truth 
is  its  use,"  and  that  the  only  way  to  make  real  progress  "  is  to  enact  our 
best  insight" 

Let  the  testimonies  demanded  by  topics  prominent  in  public  interest 
be  of  "no  uncertain  sound."  While  by  recent  adjudication  "all  evan- 
gelical Christians,"  through  their  great  representative  organization,  the 
American  Tract  Society,  are  made  to  approbate  the  "sum  of  all  villanies**^ 
as  no  sin,  but  virtually  of  Divine  appointment,  I  hope  Progressive  Friends 
will  reaffirm  with  renewed  vigor,  by  deed  as  well  as  word,  the  utter  sinful- 
ness of  any  Ecclesiastical  or  Political  union  with  slaveholders  and  their 
apologists. 

Yours  fraternally,  Aaron  M.  Powell. 

FROM   WILLAM  H.   FISH. 

Cortland,  N.  Y.,  May  19th,  1868. 

I  still  keep  hoping,  from  year  to  year,  "  against  hope,"  that  1  shall  be 
yet  able  to  attend  one,  at  least,  of  your  always  glorious  Yearly  Meetings 
of  "  Progressive  Friends  "  at  Longwood.  Last  year  I  promised  myself  the 
great  privilege  of  being  with  you  this  year,  if  my  circumstances  would 
possibly  admit  of  it;  but  "  circumstances"  again  say  nay,  and  so  I  must 
submit  with  as  much  grace  as  possible.  It  is  a  great  self-denial,  but  that, 
yon  know,  is  "  the  way  of  the  cross  " — not  of  the  Churches'  cross — a 
mere  "central  gallows,"  to  use  Channing's  figure — ^but  of  the  cross  of 
reformers — following  in  the  footsteps  of  Christ.  But  you  will  have 
anotiier  good  meeting— its  interest  greatly  increased  by  the  presence  of 
that  brave  and  good  man,  Theodore  Parker — and  its  influence  will  go- 
out  into  all  tlie  world.  We  at  a  distance  shall  soon  hear  of  it,  and  be  re- 
freshed and  encouraged,  without  donbt,  by  its  published  Report,  which  I 
shall  look  for  with  much  anxiety.  Thanks  to  the  Spirit  of  Humanity  that 
is  abroad  in  the  world,  which  is  the  Spirit  of  the  Fattier,  that  the  Churches 
—or,  rather,  that  the  ecclesiastical  parties  of  the  age — have  not  control 
of  the  Press  I    Let  us  have  the  Report  as  soon  as  possible. 

But  we  want  very  much  a  Progressive  Friends'  Meeting  here  at 
Cortland.  Can't  we  have  one  in  the  Summer  or  Autumn  ?  The  fidds 
are  white  for  the  harvest.    "  Come  over  and  help  us." 

Fraternally,  Wif.  H.  Fish. 
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FBOM  TnOMAS   W£NrWOBTH   BIGGIK80N. 

WoBCESTER,  Mass.,  May  26tb,  1858. 

I  feel  refreshed,  every  spring,  by  the  thought  of  the  Progreasire 
Friends*  Meeting,  altlioujzh  still  unable  to  attend  it  in  person.  Suffer  me 
again  to  put  on  record  my  admiration  for  the  wisdom  and  righteoosnese 
of  your  movement  I  see  everywhere  the  evidences  Uiat  this  is  to  be  the 
greatest  religious  era  the  world  has  ever  seen.  But,  after  all,*  th^re  Is 
nothing  better  tlian  your  meetings.  May  they  grow  and  prosper,  until 
alll  conservatives  become  Progressive,  and  until  all  enemies  beoome 
Friends.  Cordially,  yours, 

Thomas  Wbntwobth  Hioqinson. 


FROM  JOSHUA  B.  QIDDINQ8. 

Ball  OF  REP8.,WA8niNQTON,  April  17th,  1858. 

1  should  be  more  delighted  to  address  the  Progressive  meeting  than 
they  would  to  hear  me.  But  my  friends  here  have,  acting  with  my  phvsi- 
ciaus,  forbidden  me  to  speak.  In  utterinc  a  few  words  the  other  day  ttey 
<*ay  I  turned  palo,  and  they  were  alarmed  and  peremptorily  stopped  me. 
The  Speaker  declared  himself  so  alarmed  that  he  determined  no  more  to 
.recognize  me.  l^or  have  I  time  to  write  such  a  letter  as  would  become 
•me,  for  I  am  compelled  to  forego  all  close  study  or  intense  thought,  yet  am 
greatly  pressed  with  official  duties,  of  which  yon  will  know  more  hereaf- 
ler.  Kut  if  I  can  get  time,  as  I  think  I  can,  I  will  meet  you  at  Longwood, 
and  listen  to  you  and  others,  and  enjoy  a  day  or  two  of  relaxation  from 
cluties  here. 

Very  truly, 

J.    R.   GiDDINQS. 


FROM  THOMAS  J.   MUMFORD, 

Pastor  of  the  Unitarian  Church  in  DetroU. 

Detroit,  May  25th,  1858. 

I  cannot  accept  your  kind  invitation  to  be  at  Longwood  on  the  SOtli 
inst.,  because  I  must  attend  another  meeting  of  Progressive  Friends  at 
Oincinnati.  Our  gathering  is  styled  a  Unitarian  Conference,  but  I  tmst 
that  the  platform  will  be  as  broad,  and  the  spirit  as  fraternal  as  can  possi- 
bly be  desired. 

Have  you  noticed  that  H.  W.  Beeoher  declares  his  cordial  approval 
of  the  grand  principle  that  underlies  your  movement  ?  In  "  Life  Thoughts^* 
I  find  this  noble  statement  of  sound  doctrine :  **  You  are  to  accept  as  a 
Christian  every  one  whose  life  and  disposition  are  Christ-like,  no  matter 
how  heretical  the  denomination  may  be  to  which  he  belongs.  Whenever 
yon  find  faitli,  and  righteousness,  and  love,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  von 
are  to  look  upon  them  as  the  stamped  ooin  of  Christ^s  kingdom,  and  as 
a  legal  tender  from  God  to  you." 

Believing  that  this  will  be  the  only  creed  of  the  Church  of  the  Fature, 
and  bidding  you  God  speed  in  your  glorious  enterprise, 
I  remain  yours,  faithfully, 

T.  J.  MUMFOBD. 
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"Serves  bcot  :\ie  Father  ha  who  laoet  aerre*  man, 
And  he  w :  J  wronga  humanity  wrongs  Heaven." 


NEW    YORK: 
OLIVER  JOHNSON,  5  BEEKMAN  STREET. 

SOLD   ALSO   AT  THE   ANTI-SLAVKRT   OPFICES  IN  PBILASKLPBIA 

AND  BOSTON. 
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TflE  GIFT  OF  TRITEMIOB. 

Tmtmmiih  of  Herbipolii  one  day, 
While  kneeling  at  the  alur't  foot  to  praj, 
Alone  wUb  God,  as  was  bia  piooa  ehoice, 
Heard  frooa  beneath  a  miaerable  Toice— 
A  aound  that  aremed  of  all  lad  things  to  tell, 
Aa  of  a  lost  soul  crying  out  of  hell. 

lliereat  the  Abbot  rose,  the  chain  whereby 
Bis  thouffhts  went  upward  broken  by  that  cry. 
And,  looking  from  the  casement,  saw  below 
A  wretched  woman  with  grar  hair  aflow, 
And  withered  hands  stretched  up  to  hiai,  who  cried 
For  aloM  aa  one  who  might  not  be  denied. 

She  cried,  "  For  the  dear  Ioto  of  Him  who  gaTe 
His  life  for  ours,  my  child  from  bondage  sarau 
My  beautiful,  brave  fir«t-bom,  chained  with  slaTes 
In  the  Moor's  galley,  where  the  sun-smit  waTea 
Lap  the  white  walls  of  Tunis !  "    '*  What  I  canl 
1  «Te,"  Tritemius  said—"  my  prayers."    "  O  man 
Of  God  t  *'  she  cried,  for  grief  bad  made  her  bold, 
*•  Mock  me  not  so ;  I  aak  not  prayers,  but  gold ; 
Wcdrds  cannot  serre  me,  alms  alone  sufllce; 
Ewen  while  1  plead,  perchance  my  flrst-bom  dies.** 

**  Woman  V  Tritemius  answered—"  firom  our  door 
Mone  |o  unfed :  hence  are  we  always  poor. 
A  single  soldo  is  our  only  store— 
Thou  bast  our  prayers,  what  can  we  give  thee 
more?  " 

"GiTe  me,'*  she  said,  "the  silrer  candlesticks 
On  either  side  of  the  great  crucifix ; 
God  well  may  spare  rhem  on  His  errands  sped* 
Or  he  can  gi? e  you  golden  ones  instead." 

Then  said  Tritemius,  "  Even  as  thy  word. 

Woman,  so  be  it ;  and  our  gracious  Lord, 

Who  lovetii  mercy  more  than  sacrifice, 

Pardon  me  if  a  human  soul  I  priae 

AboTe  the  gifts  upon  his  altar  piled  t 

Take  what  thou  askest,  and  redeem  thy  child.* 

But  his  hand  trembled  as  the  holy  alais 
He  laid  within  the  beggar's  palms : 
And  as  she  Tsnisbed  down  toe  linden  shade. 
He  bowed  his  head  and  for  forglTeneas  prayed. 

So  the  day  passed ;  and  when  the  twilight  came 
He  rose  to  find  the  chapel  all  afiaroe. 
And,  dumb  with  grateful  wonder,  to  behold 
UpoB  the  altar  candlestickB  of  gold  t 

J.  O.  Whrtxxb. 

Tbx  Coksoisncx  1  that  tole  monarchy  in  man, 
Owing  allegiance  to  no  earthly  prince ; 
Hade  by  the  edict  of  creation  frib  ; 
Made  aacred,  made  above  all  human  lawa ; 
Unboand,  aave  by  the  eternal  laws  of  God, 
And  unamenable  to  all  below. — ^Pollok. 

Tnx  coarsest  reed  that  trembles  in  the  marsh, 
If  Heaven  select  it  for  its  instrament. 
May  sbed  celestial  music  on  the  breeze. 

Wbbn  a  man  ffiyea  proof  that  his  heart  is 
sound,  and  that  nis  life  is  sound,  there  is  no 
diver^nce  of  opinion  that  should  keep  ua 
iirom  Tellowship  with  him.  I  am  sensitive  in 
behalf  of  thaologies;  but  when  theology  puts 
its  hoof  upon  the  living,  palpitating  heart,  my 
heart  criea  out  against  it.— fl.  W.  BxbohKb. 

It  gricTes  me  to  the  soul 
To  see  how  man  submits  to  man^s  control : 
How  overpowered  and  shaokled  minds  are  led 
In  vulgar  tracks,  and  to  submission  bred. 

Crabbb, 


ABOU  BKM  ADBEM. 


Abou  Ben  Adhem  (wmj  his  tribe  iaereae^  O 
Awoke  one  night  from  a  deep  dream  of  peaca. 
And  saw,  within  the  moonlignt  in  bis  room. 
Making  it  rich,  like  a  lily  in  bloom. 
An  Ansel,  writing  in  a  book  of  gold. 
Ezoeedlng  peace  had  made  Ben  Adhem  bold. 
And  to  the  Presence  in  the  room  he  aakL 
«•  What  writest  thou  V*    The  vision  raised  its  bead,  | 
And  with  a  look  made  of  all  sweet  aeeorA. 
Answered,    **The  names  of  those  who  lov*   t 

Lord> 

*•  And  is  mine  one  r*  said  Abou.    **  Nav,  mot  m^** 
Replied  the  AngeL    Abou  spoke  more  knr. 
But  cheeriy  still,  and  said,  "  I  prav  thee,  tfaeo^ 
Write  mo  as  one  that  loves  his  lellow>nMB.** 
The  Angel  wrote  and  vanished.    Tke  nmn  aJigitf 
He  came  again,  with  a  great  wakening  ]lsiB^ 
And  show^  the  names  of  those  whom  lore  of  God 

had  blessed. 
And  lo!  Ben  Adhem*s  name  led  all  the  res*. 

LawB  Bmrr. 


Mbn  begin  by  reaaoning  in  this  way :  '*Tbia 
institution  has  the  oaase  of  God  at  h««rt; 
the  cause  of  the  Bedeemer  is  bound  il{>  mm 
it;  the  salvation  of  poor,  penahin^  i^ 
mortal  souls  is  bound  up  in  thia  instttatioo." 
So  men  say,  Oh !  such  an  iDBtitataoa 
must  not  be  ^tarbod;  thia  instxtnlion 
must  be  sustained.  And  when,  in  tha 
providence  of  God,  it  is  brought  to  drcttxtt- 
stances  where  men  cannot  sustain  it  ezoept  bj 
a  little  hitch  in  their  morality,  why,  they  mval  r 
hUch,  When  a  little  exaggeration  ia  required 
— ^to  bo  aure  it  is  not  desirable  to  exaggerate  if  - 
Tou  oan  help  it ;  but  where  the  cause  of  God 
la  bound  up  in  this  institution,  upon  whioh 
dependa  the  welfare  of  ao  many  miUlone  of 
unoorn  souls,  why — ^you  must  make  the  exag- 
geration and  swallow  down  the  lie.  If  tSa 
cause  of  God  requires  the  exiatenoe  of  «n  in-  - 
atltution,  and  the  institution  requirea  a  little 
unfair  dealing  to  naviffate  it  safely  among  the 
breakers,  yon  will  find  that  men  will  onder- 
take  k,  and  will  do  thinga  which,  it*  done  in 
their  every-day  conduct,  would  stamp  tbam 
with  utter  detestation  amon^  their  lellow- 
men.  Yet  such  men  wipe  their  months,  aey 
lonff  prayers,  sleep  with  a  good  oonacienee, 

idget  up  in  the  expectation  of  being  received 


nndgetupi  _ 

into  the  kingdom  of  God  the  Father.  I  hope 
they  will  bo,  but  they  will  get  through  es  oj 
fire.— U.  W.  Bbxohxb. 

/v  it  ia  a  good  thing  to  honor  dead  sainta  and 
the  heroism  of  our  fathera,  it   ia  a  b^ter  . 
thing  to  honor  the  sainta  of  to-day,  the  live 
herolam  of  men  who  do  the  battle  when  tha 
battle  la  ull  around  us. — ^Tbxodokb  Pa 


HAPPnniss  is  derived  chiefly  from  factiTiW, 
from  conscious  growth,  from  the  euoeeaaral 
effort  to  improve  our  powers,  from  riaing  by 
our  own  eneigy  to  an  improved  condition. — 
CBANioxa. 

Etbbt  jail  is  a  monument,  on  which  ia  writ,  | 
in  lettera  of  iron,  that  we  are  atiU  heatheoa ; 
and  the  gallows,  black  and  hideoua,  atacda  a  j 
aign  of  our  infamy,  and  lifts  up  ita  hoifid 
arm  aa  an  index  of  our  shame. — Tbbooqm 

PlBKUU  \ 
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The  Seventh  Yearly  Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends  con- 
vened at  LoDgwood,  Chester  Count j,  on  First-day,  the  29th  of  Fifth 
month,  1859.  The  weather  was  all  that  could  be  desired  for  such  an 
occasion.  The  hour  appointed  for  convening  was  10  o^clock,  A.  M., 
but  long  before  that  time  the  house  was  filled  to  its  utmost  capacity, 
while  a  great  and  constantly  increasing  multitude,  unable  to  gain  ad- 
mission, thronged  the  adjoining  grounds.  In  these  circumstances  it 
was  deemed  best  to  open  the  Meeting  somewhat  in  advance  of  the 
appointed  time. 

Joseph  A.  Duodale  offered  an  impressive  prayer,  that  all  those 
assembled  might  be  enlightened  by  the  Spirit  of  Truth,  and  thus  pre- 
pared for  the  right  discharge  of  the  important  duties  before  them. 

Oliver  Johnson,  one  of  the  Clerics,  read  the  Call,  as  follows : 

The  Seventh  Penkstlvania  Yearly  Meetiiio  op  Progressive  Friends 
win  assemble  at  Lonowood  (near  Hamorton),  Chester  County,  on  FIRST-DAY, 
the  29tli  of  FiAh  month,  1859,  at  10  o*clock,  A.  m.,  and  continue  its  sessions  three 
or  four  days. 

The  friends  of  Truth,  Purity  and  Progress,  of  every  shade  of  theological 
opinion,  are  earnestly  invited  to  participate  in  the  proceedings  of  a  Religious  So- 
ciety which  sets  forth  no  creed,  imposes  no  fetter  upon  the  intellect,  encourages 
the  utmost  freedom  of  speech  and  inquiry,  and  labors,  according  to  its  best  light, 
to  inspire  and  diffuse  that  love  of  God  whose  fruits  are  seen  in  love  to  mankind. 
In  efforts  to  enlighten,  elevate  and  ennoble  Humanity,  to  reclaim  the  fallen,  to 
break  the  chains  of  the  slaves,  to  promote  those  principles  of  peace  and  universal 
brotherhood  which  are  so  beautifully  illustrated  in  the  life  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth, 
to  search  out  and  remove  the  causes  of  human  suffering,  and  to  carry  the  prin- 
ciples of  pure  and  undefiled  religion  into  every  relation  of  life  and  every  institution 
of  society.  The  object  of  our  assemblies  is  not  to  build  up  a  sect,  or  to  afford 
opportunity  for  the  discussion  of  abstract  points  of  doctrine,  but  to  edify  one  an- 
other in  love,  to  devise  and  execute  measures  of  practical  reform,  and  to  cultivate 
those  religious  faculties  and  aspirations  through  which  we  are  consciously  allied 
to  the  beneficent  Author  of  our  being,  and  by  which  we  receive  the  blessed  assur- 
ance of  immortal  life.  We  therefore  invite  the  presence  and  aid  of  all  those,  how- 
ever named  or  nameless,  who,  while  earnestly  wishing  to  avoid  the  spirit  of  secta- 
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rianism,  yet  feel  the  need  of  religions  association,  and  wish  to  share  the  privileges 
and  joys  of  spiritnal  commnnion  and  fellowship  one  with  another. 
Joseph  A.  Duodale,  Alice  Jacksox, 

Outer  Joinraox,  Sibcmoks  Coatbs, 

Sidney  Peirce  Curtis,  Sarah  H.  Hallock, 

Elizabeth  Jackson,  Josiah  Jackson, 

Frank  Darlington,  Henry  M.  Smith, 

Edward  Webb,  Henrietta  W.  Johnson, 

Thomas  Garrett,  Mary  P.  Wilson, 

PRISCILLA  GaWTHROP,  LyDLA  E.  CoX, 

John  G.  Jackson,  James  T.  Gawthrop, 

Mary  F.  SMrru,  Rebecca  Fussell, 

William  Barnard,  Eliza  Agnew. 

OuvER  Johnson  addressed  the  Meeting  briefly,  referring  in  terms 
of  coDgratuIation  to  the  favorable  circumstances  under  which  it  bad 
convened,  as  well  as  to  the  principles  upon  which  it  was  founded,  and 
expressing  the  hope  that,  in  spite  of  any  differences  of  opinion  upon  the 
various  subjects  that  might  claim  its  attention,  there  would  be  oneness 
of  spirit  and  purpose  in  regard  to  the  great  objects  of  the  organiEatiou. 

Thomas  Wentworth  Higoinson,  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  being  in- 
troduced, delivered  a  very  impressive  and  interesting  discourse,  eluci- 
dating those  principles  of  progress  and  reform  which  the  Meeting  was 
organized  to  promote. 

John  Beeson  spoke  feelingly  of  the  wrongs  of  the  Indian  tribes  of 
the  country,  and  of  the  duty  of  Progressive  Friends  and  the  whole  com- 
munity to  adopt  efficient  measures  for  their  relief  and  protection. 

The  venerable  Griffith  M.  Cooper,  of  Williamson,  Wayne  County, 
N.  Y.,  once  a  Commander  in  the  U.  S.  Navy,  and  afterwards,  for  many 
years,  a  minister  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  an  efficient  agent  of 
that  Society  in  labors  for  the  Indians,  gave  a  very  interesting  and  in- 
structive account  of  his  religious  experiences,  and  of  his  conversion  to 
the  principles  of  Peace.  He  confirmed  tlie  statements  of  John  Bbbsoh 
in  regard  to  the  character  of  the  Indians,  and  their  claims  upon  the 
sympatliy  and  active  aid  of  the  friends  of  humanity. 

The  session   was  closed   with   prayer  by  Thomas  Westwobth 

HlOGINSON. 

The  thousands  of  people,  outside  of  the  house,  were  addressed  by 
Joseph  A.  Dugdale,  Edwin  H.  Coates,  and  Rowland  Johnson. 
The  earnest  attention  given  to  their  remarks  evinced  a  deep  and  grow- 
ing interest  in  the  movement  in  which  we  are  engaged. 
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AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  Meeting  was  addressed  by  Ecskbius  Barnard,  Isaac  Trescott, 
of  Salem,  Ohio,  Amos  Gilbert,  Samuel  Marshall,  J.  H.  W.  Toohey, 
of  Cleveland,  O.,  and  Wakeman  Penfield,  a  Wesley  an  minister,  of 
Willoiigbby,  Ohio.  The  house  was  crowded,  as  in  the  morning,  with 
an  attentive  and  deeply  interested  audience, 

Alfred  H.  Love,  Dinah  Mendenhall,  Sarah  Marsh  Barnard, 
William  Barnard,  Sarah  Entriken,  M.D.,  and  John  G.  Jackson, 
were  appointed  a  Committee  to  nominate  Clerks  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Thomas  Garrett,  Henry  M.  Smith,  Williams  Thorn,  Thomas 
Hambleton,  and  Alice  Jackson,  were  appointed  a  Committee  to 
settle  with  the  Treasurer,  and  to  nominate  a  suitable  person  to  fill  that 
office  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  following  persons  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  prepare  forms 
of  Testimooy  on  such  subjects  as  demand  discussion  and  action  in 
this  Meeting : — Oliver  Johnson,  Thomas  Wentworth  Higginson, 
J.  H.  W.  TbOHEY,  R.  W.  Heurtley,  Alfred  H.  Love,  Ruth  Duo- 
dale,  Hannah  S.  Tiltok,  Rowland  Johnson,  Joseph  A.  Duodals, 
Jacob  Brothbrton,  John  Bbeson,  Hannah  M.  Darunoton,  Euse- 
Bius  Barnard,  Henrietta  W.  Johnson,  Wiluam  Shields,  Eliza- 
beth Jackson,  Edwin  H.  Coates. 

The  crowd  outside  of  the  house — larger  than  in  the  morning — was 
addressed  by  Thomas  Wentworth  Higginson,  Oliver  Johnson, 
Rowland  Johnson,  Isaac  Trescott,  John  Beeson  and  Edwin  H. 
Coates. 

SECOND  DAY— MORNING  SESSION. 

Prayer  was  ofifered  by  Josiah  Bond. 

Alfred  H.  Love,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  appointed  for  that 
purpose,  recommended  tlie  appointment  of  Joseph  A.  Dugdale,  Eliza- 
beth Jackson,  and  Oliver  Johnson,  as  Clerks  for  the  ensuing  year, 
and  they  were  appointed. 

Epistles,  characterized  by  fraternal  feeling  and  ennobling  thought, 
were  received  from  the  Waterloo  (N.  Y.)  and  North  Collins  (N.  Y.) 
Yearly  Meetings  of  Friends  of  Human  Progress,  from  the  Wabash  (Ind.) 
Yearly  Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends,  from  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  Philadelphia  Association  of  Progressive  Friends,  and  from  the 
local  Meeting  of  Friends  of  Human  Progress  at  North  Collins,  Erie  Co.,  * 
N.  Y.    The  following  persons  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  prepare 
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a  reply  to  tbese  communications,  viz, :  Joseph  A.  Duqdalk,  Rowland 
Johnson,  Edwin  H.  Coates,  Alfred  H.  Loye,  Susannah  P.  Cham- 
bers, Letitia  W.  Lukens,  Jesse  Pennock,  Mary  A.  W.  Johnson, 
Thomas  H.  Hopkins,  Samuel  Tyson,  Pbilena  Heald,  Phbbb  G. 

WiCKERSHAM,  AmULIA  JaOKSON. 

Isaac  Trescott,  one  of  the  Clerks  of  the  Ohio  Yearly  Meetiog  of 
Friends  of  Human  Progress,  stated  the  reason  why  no  letter  had  been 
sent  this  year  from  that  Meeting  to  this.  He  also  gave  a  very  encour- 
aging account  of  the  progress  of  our  cause  in  Ohio. 

WiLUAM  Barnard  expressed  the  pleasure  he  felt  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  an  Association,  kindred  to  ours,  had  lately  been  organized  id 
Philadelphia,  and  his  hope  that  the  friends  of  the  cause  elsewhere  would 
give  to  that  Association  the  benefit  of  their  active  cooperation.  In  this 
hope  Catherine  Clement  and  Josiah  Bond  earnestly  concurred. 

Letters  of  sympathy  and  encouragement  were  received  from  the 
following  persons,  whose  interest  in  our  cause  inspires  us  with  fresh  zeal 
and  hope,  viz. : 

L.  Maria  Child,  William  H.  Fish, 

Samuel  Johnson,  Georoe  Manchester, 

A.  D.  Mavo,  Joshua  Hutchinson, 

M.  D.  Conway,  Jemima  M.  Webster, 

George  F.  Noyes,  Henry  Catun, 

Gerrff  Smith,  Daniel  Ricketson, 

John  G.  Forman,  B.  G.  Wright, 

Samuel  May,  Jr.,  Henry  Charles, 

Edgar  Buckingham,  James  Freeman  Clabse, 

Guy  C.  Sampson,  Angelina  Weld. 

The  Clerks  were  directed  to  send  to  each  of  these  friends,  whose 
ennobling  thoughts  are  so  refreshing  to  our  spirits,  copies  of  our  printed 
Proceedings.  The  letters  were  referred  to  the  Rensing  Committee,  to 
be  published  in  full  or  in  part,  as  they  may  deem  best. 

Henry  M.  Smith,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  audit 
the  account  of  the  Treasurer,  reported  that  they  had  attended  to  that 
duty  and  found  the  account  correct  and  properly  vouched.  The  amount 
received  was  $256  20,  the  amount  expended,  $252  10;  balance  on 
hand,  |4  10.  They  recommended  the  appointment  of  Isaac  Menden- 
hall  as  Treasurer  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  he  was  appointed  accord- 
ingly. The  Meeting  then  proceeded  to  the  work  of  collecting  funds  to 
meet  the  expenses  of  the  ensuing  year.  The  amount  collected  and  sub- 
scribed was  about  $200  00. 
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AFTERNOON  SESSION. 
A  few  friends  united  in  singing  the  following : 

HYMN  TO  PROGRESS. 

Air — "  Jamie't  on  the  Stormy  SeaJ" 

Of  for  soDgs  of  angels,  blending 
With  onr  Toices  still  unending, 
Glad*niog  shonts  to  Heaven  ascending, 
Progress  I    Progress !    Hail  to  tbee ! 

See  from  out  the  depths  eternal. 
Rolling  comes  thy  wave  supernal, 
Rising,  rising,  still  eternal. 
Swelling  o*er  Time's  endless  sea. 

Worlds  on  worlds  are  pebbles  dropping, 
SxmSy  thj  sparkling  wave-crests  topping; 
Never  failing,  never  stopping; 
Still  thou  casts  them  on  the  shore. 

Great  and  small,  on  thee  depending. 
Share  alike  thy  care  unending, 
Mind  and  matter  ever  blending, 
Follow  still  thy  leading  power. 

Evil  yet,  or  imperfection, 
(Oft  with  good  in  close  connection,) 
Counter  currents — ^wrong  direction — 
Turbid  still,  may  cloud  thy  stream. 

See  the  muddied  brooklet  showing, 
Clear  and  sweet,  its  current  growing. 
As  the  rocks  obstruct  its  flowing, 

Brighter  shines  each  sparkling  gleam. 

Thus  roll  on  in  ceaseless  breaking, 
Roll  thy  tide  in  waves  world-shaking. 
Pure  and  bright  thy  waters  making 
As  the  sunlight's  peerless  beapi. 

Thus  we  cry,  all  hail.  Progression  I 
Primal  law  of  all  creation  : 
And  with  heartfelt,  full  confession. 
Sing  her  ever  brightening  day. 
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Mart  P.  Wilson,  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Loog- 
^ood  meeting-house  property,  presented  the  following  minute  from  tlie 
records  of  that  body  : 

**  Fifth  month,  80/A,  1859.  One  of  the  Trustees  having  infonned  ns  that  the 
lot  a^oining  the  meeting-hoase  property  on  the  south  could  be  purchased  at  this 
time  for  the  sum  of  $400  00,  it  was  agreed  unanimously  that  the  purchase  ought 
to  be  made,  and  that  the  proposition  be  submitted  to  the  Yearly  Meeting  now  in 
session.** 

The  proposition  embraced  in  this  minute  being  unanimously  ap- 
proved, a  subscription  was  opened  at  once,  and  a  considerable  sum 
pledged.  Joseph  A.  Dcgdale,  Rowland  Johnson,  Hannah  M.  Dar- 
UNGTON,  Alice  Jackson  and  Thomas  Garrett,  were  appointed  a 
Committee  to  obtain  further  subscriptions,  with  instructions  to  make  the 
purchase  and  secure  the  title  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Longwood  meeting- 
liouse  property. 

The  Committee  on  Testimonies  submitted  one  upon  the  subject  of 
Spiritualism,  and  Thomas  W.  Higoinson  addressed  the  Meeting 
upon  that  subject,  presenting  an  outline  of  the  argument  which  satisfied 
his  own  mind  that  the  so-called  spirit  manifestations  are  genuine. 


THIRD  DAY— MORNING  SESSION. 

The  Meeting  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Testimony  upon 
Spiritualism.  Remarks  on  the  subject  were  oflfered  by  J.  H.  W.  Toobey, 
Isaac  Trgscoit,  John  Bseson,  Chandler  Darukoton,  James 
Grubb,  Wm.  B.  Elliott,  M.  A.  W.  Johnson,  and  Amos  Gilbert. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  subject  of  Spiritualism  being  resumed,  remarks  were  oflered 
by  C.  Darlington,  Oliver  Johnson,  Wiluam  Barnard  and  Levi 
Preston.  The  Testimony  presented  by  the  Committee,  after  being 
amended,  was  adopted  by  a  considerable  majority. 

Alfred  H.  Love,  from  the  Committee  on  that  subject  appointed 
last  year,  presented  a  Report  upon  "  The  Relations  of  Capital  and  La- 
bor," which  was  accepted  and  adopted  without  discussion.* 

A  Memorial,  intended  to  be  signed  by  the  Clerks  of  the  Meeting 
and  forwarded  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  was  introduced 
by  the  Committee  on  Testimonies,  as  follows : 

*  The  Reyiung  Committee,  in  reviewing  this  Report,  regretted  that  it  had  not 
been  carefully  diBcnssed  and  scratinized  by  the  Meeting. 
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To  James  Bcchahan,  President  of  the  United  States : 

Your  memorialists  would  respectfiilly  caU  the  attention  of  the  Execntive  to  the 
condition  of  the  Indian  tribes.  It  is  generally  asserted  by  the  press,  and  officially 
reported  by  the  Indian  Department,  that  the  Indian  tribes  have  been  repeatedly 
defrauded  of  their  lands  and  means  of  subsistence ;  and  been  driven  by  starvation 
to  desperation,  and  then  hunted  and  massacred  as  if  they  had  no  common  rights  of 
humanity. 

Your  memorialists  have  been  deeply  pained  to  read  in  the  California  newspapers, 
that  men  are  hired  to  hunt  and  to  slay  Indians,  and  are  paid  by  the  number  of 
scalps  they  obtain,  and  that  it  is  the  fixed  policy  of  the  people  and  government  of 
the  territories  to  destroy  all  they  can.  We  conceive  that  no  argument  is  necessary 
to  show  the  dangerous  results  of  the  morality  which  sanctions  this  wholesale  mur- 
der of  a  poor  people  whom  we  are  bound  by  common  humanity  to  protect.  It 
naturally  produces  its  own  fruit  wherever  its  influence  extends,  and  we  fear  there- 
fore that  the  publicly  sanctioned  outrages  upon  the  Indians  form  a  great  National 
School  to  teach  injustice  throughout  the  land. 

Your  memorialists  would  therefore  pray  that  a  proclamation  of  a  cessation  of 
hostilities  may  be  issued,  and  that  a  peace  commission,  composed  of  persons  of  in- 
tegrity and  ability,  may  be  created. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Pennsylvania  Yearly  Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends. 

Joseph  A.  Duodale,  \ 
Elizabeth  Jackson,   >•  Clerks. 
Oliver  Johnson,         ) 

The  attention  of  the  Meeting  was  called  to  this  subject  by  the  vene- 
rable John  Bbeson,  who  has  spent  several  years  among  the  Indian 
tribes  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  who  has  espoused  their  cause 
with  an  earnestness  that  no  opposition  or  discouragement  can  repress. 
His  warm  appeals  touched  every  heart.  Griffith  M.  Cooper,  whose 
philanthropic  labors  among  the  Indians,  as  a  member  of  the  Indian 
Committee  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  have  made  him  familiar  with  tlie 
story  of  their  wrongs,  also  made  some  very  interesting  statements  upon 
the  subject.    The  Memorial  was  unanimously  and  heartily  adopted. 

The  Testimony  upon  Tobacco,  reported  by  the  Committee,  was 
taken  up.  Remarks  were  made  by  Ouver  Johnson,  Eusebius  Bar- 
nard, Chandler  Darlington,  Griffith  M.  Cooper,  William  B. 
Elliott,  William  Barnard,  Joseph  A.  Dugdale,  Mary  L.  Barnard, 
Ruth  Dugdale,  Wakkman  Penfield,  Isaac  Trkscott,  Edwin  H. 
C0ATE8,  John  Beeson,  and  Lizzie  M'Farlan.  The  discussion  excited 
a  very  deep  interest,  several  friends  who  had  long  used  tobacco  giving 
their  testimony  to  the  sinfulness  of  the  habit,  and  cheering  us  by  the  as- 
surance that  they  had,  after  many  struggles,  succeeded  in  delivering 
themselves  from  its  power.  Their  testimony,  affording  evidence  that 
our  past  utterances  have  done  good,  encouraged  us  to  persevere  in  our 
efforts  to  diffuse  light  upon  this  subject. 
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FOURTH  DAY— MORNING  SESSION. 

JosBPu  A.  DuoDALE  asked  the  Meeting  whether  it  was  its  pleasure 
that  the  Clerks  should,  as  in  former  years,  nominate  the  Ck>mmittee  to 
assist  them  in  revising  our  Proceedings  for  the  press,  and  to  act  with 
them  in  issuing  the  Call  for  the  Meeting  of  next  year,  or  whether  it 
would  prefer  to  appoint  the  Committee  without  such  nomination. 
Chakdler  Darlington  remarked,  that,  as  the  Clerks  were  responsible 
for  the  work  of  revision,  it  was  obviously  proper  that  they  should 
themselves  select  their  assistants.  The  question  being  put  to  a  vote,  the 
Meeting  unanimously  concurred  in  this  sentiment. 

The  Testimony  on  the  Treatment  of  Criminals  was  taken  up,  when  a 
very  interesting  discussion  ensued,  in  which  the  following  persons  took 
part : — Alfred  H.  Love,  Edwin  H.  Coaxes,  Mart  A.  W.  Johkson, 
J.  H.  W.  TooHEY,  Rowland  Johnson,  J.  A.  Dugdale,  Martha  Kim- 
DER,  Thomas  Uambleton,  Catherine  Clement,  Griffith  M.  Coopeb. 
The  Testimony,  after  being  amende<l  somewhat,  was  adopted. 

The  Testimony  on  Marriage  was  next  considered.  The  discussion 
which  this  subject  elicited  was  exceedingly  impressive.  Those  who 
spoke  were,  Thomas  W.  Higginson,  Mart  A.  W.  Johnson,  Jobs 
BEEseN,  Catherine  Clement,  Chandler  Darlington,  J.  H.  W. 
TooHEY,  Ruth  Dugdale,  Miriam  C.  Worrell,  Joseph  A.  Dcgdalk, 
Annie  M.  Stambach,  M.  D.  The  Testimony,  under  a  deep  feeling  of 
its  importance,  was  unanimously  adopted. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 
A  few  friends  united  in  singing  the  following  lines : 
PSALM  OF  UFR—By  H.  W.  Longfellow. 


Tell  mo  not,  In  monrnfol  numbers, 
Lifn  it  but  an  empty  dream ; 

For  the  tout  it  dead  that  slumbers, 
And  thtnga  are  not  what  they  seem. 

Life  it  real,  life  Is  earnest, 
And  the  grara  Is  not  Its  goal ; 

•*  Dust  thou  art,  to  dust  retumest," 
Was  not  spoken  of  the  soul. 

Not  enjoyment,  and  not  sorrow, 
Is  onr  destined  end  or  way. 

But  to  act,  that  each  to-morrow 
Find  OS  farther  than  to-day. 


Lives  of  great  men  all  remind  na 
We  can  make  onr  lives  snblime, 

And,  departing,  leave  behind  us 
Footprints  on  the  sands  of  time: 

Footprints  that,  perhaps,  another. 
Sailing  o'er  lifers  solemn  main, 

A  forlorn  and  shipwrecked  brother, 
Seeing,  shall  take  heart  agaia 

Let  us  then  be  up  and  doing, 
With  a  heart  for  any  fate, 

Still  achieving,  still  pursuing, 
Leam  to  labor  and  to  wait 
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Tbe  following  Report  was  presented  : 

To  the  Yearly  Meeting : 

The  Committee  appointed  to  bold  meetings,  during  the  past  year,  as  way 
mi^t  open,  to  promulgate  the  anti-sectarian  and  reformatory  principles  of  Pro* 
gressive  Friends,  report :  That  a  considerable  number  of  meetings  have  been  held, 
and  often  attended  by  large  numbers  of  people,  who  uniformly  gave  courteous  at- 
tention to  the  speakers. 

On  behalf  of  the  Conunittee. 

Joseph  A.  Duodalb, 
Dinah  Menoenhall,  * 
William  Lloyd, 
Ruth  Dvgdalb. 

It  wa^  voted  that,  when  we  adjourn,  we  adjourn  to  hold  a  special 
meeting  in  Philadelphia  at  such  time  as  the  Revising  Committee  may 
appoint* 

The  Testimony  against  War,  after  a  few  rema rffe  by  John  Beebon, 
was  adopted. 

The  Testimony  on  Temperance  was  adopted. 

The  Testimony  against  Sectarianism,  after  remarks  by  E.  H.  Coates, 
Isaac  Trescott,  John  G.  Jackson,  Jonathan  Cable,  T.  W.  Higoin- 
soN  and  Oliver  Johnson,  was  amended  and  adopted. 

Caleb  S.  Jackson  took  occasion  to  enter  his  earnest  protest  against 
the  adoption  of  any  Testimony  whatever  by  the  Meeting.  «He  thought 
such  action  sectarian  and  contrary  to  the  principle  of  individual  respon- 
sibility set  forth  in  the  Exposition  of  Sentiments.  He  also  protested 
against  the  appointment  of  Committees  to  prepare  business  for  the 
Meeting,  and  urged  that  subjects  should  be  introduced  only  by  indi- 
viduals, acting  on  their  own  responsibility. 

The  Testimony  on  Slavery,  after  earnest  remarks  by  T.  W.  Hio- 
QiNSON,  Isaac  Trescott,  Griffith  M.  Cooper  and  Ouver  Johnson, 
was  adopted. 

The  Testimony  on  Education  was  adopted  without  discussion.  That 
upon  Physical  Education  was  adopted  after  remarks  by  Jonathan 
Cable  and  J.  H,  W.  Toohey. 

The  Testimony  against  Caste  was  adopted  without  discussion, 

Joseph  A.  Dugdalb,  from  the  Committee  of  Correspondence,  pro- 
duced a  General  Epistle,  to  be  signed  and  forwarded  to  the  religious 
bodies  in  correspondence  or  sympathy  with  us.    After  remarks,  upon  a 

*  Time  not  yet  fixed. 
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proposed  amendment,  by  J.  A.  Dugdale,  E..H.  Coaxes,  Chandler 
Darlington,  Wiluam  Barnard  and  Thomas  Worrell,  it  was 
adopted. 

Oliver  Johnson  introduced,  and  the  Meeting  adopted  unanimously, 
and  with  manifestations  of  deep  feeling,  the  following  letter : 

7b  our  Wdl-bdoved  Friend  and  Felhw-lahorer  m  the  catue  of  TVuth  and  Righieoiu- 
nets,  TtCEODORE  Pabker.  ike  Pennsylvania  Yearly  Meeting  of  Proffreuive  Drienix 
tendeth  greeting : 

A8  we  ftre  about  to  close  our  Seventh  Animal  Convocation,  onr  hearts  turn 
with  loving  tenderness  to  thee.  We  remember  with  gratitvde  how  thy  presence 
cheered  us  in  former  years,  and  how  the  words  of  truth  that  fell  from  tl^  lips 
were  as  sunlight  and  dew  upon  our  hearts,  enlightening  our  minds  and  qmckening 
us  to  more  earnest  labor  in  the  cause  of  humanity.  We  cannot  deny  ourselves  tbe 
pleasure  of  sending  to  thee  across  the  ocean  a  message  of  sympathy  and  afiectkxi, 
of  heartfelt  regret  for  the  illness  which  has  compelled  thee  to  suspend  thy  public 
labors,  and  of  hope  for  thy  speedy  and  complete  recovery.  The  earnest  prayer  of 
our  hearts  is,  that  the^oice,  which  has  so  often  blessed  us,  may  not  long  be  silent, 
but  be  again  lifted  up  with  new  power  in  behalf  of  truth  and  rlghteousaess. 
Signed  by  dunection  and  on  behalf  of  the  Meeting,  Sixth  monUi  1st,  1859. 

Joseph  A.  Duodalb,1 
Elizabeth  Jackson,  >  Clerks. 
Oliver  Johmsost,       \ 

The  Clerks  announced  that  they  had  selected  the  following  pereoos 
to  aid  them  in  revising  the  proceedings  of  the  Meeting  for  the  press  :— 
William  Barnard,  Isaac  Mendbnhall,  Mart  P.  Wilson,  John  0. 
Jackson,  Ruth  Dugdale,  Alice  Jackson,  Thomas  Worrell,  Mart 
A.  W.  Johnson,  Mart  F.  Smith,  Eubbbius  Barnard,  Mart  L  Bar- 
nard, Miriam  C.  Worrell,  Martha  Eimber,  Sarah  Marsh  Babkabd, 
Dinah  Mendenhall,  J.  William  CJox,  Cora  Wilburn,  Annie  M. 
Stambach,  M.  D. 

Thomas  W.  Uiooinson,  E,  H,  Coates,  Isaac  Trescott,  Catherihi 
Clement,  and  Wakeman  Penfield,  who,  among  others,  had  come 
from  a  distance  to  attend  the  Meeting,  spoke  with  deep  emotion  of  tbe 
enjoyment  they  had  found  in  participating  in  our  proceedings,  and  in 
witnessing  the  spirit  of  love,  zeal  and  progress  manifested  ther^o* 
They  had  been  edified,  'strengthened  and  encouraged  by  what  they  bad 
seen  and  heard  of  the  ProgressiTe  Friends,  and  should  return  to  tbdr 
homes  with  renewed  confidence  in  the  final  triumph  of  the  principles  of 
freedom  and  righteousness  which  the  Meeting  seeks  to  promulgate. 

Words  of  fervent  prayer  were  offered  by  Joseph  A.  Ddgdalk  and 
William  Barnard,  afler  which  the  following  lines  were  sung: 
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Blest  be  the  tie  that  bindt 
Onr  faeirts  in  Cbristiftn  lore ; 

The  fellowship  of  kindred  mindf 
Ib  like  to  that  above. 

Before  our  Father''t  throne 
We  pour  our  ardent  prayers ; 

Our  fenr«,  our  hopes,  our  aiois  are  one. 
Our  comforts  and  our  cares. 

We  share  our  mutual  wo«8, 

Our  mutual  burdens  bear ; 
And  often  for  each  other  flows 

The  sympathizing  tear. 


When  we  asunder  part. 

It  gives  us  inward  pain, 
But  we  shall  still  be  joined  in  heart, 

And  hope  to  meet  again. 

This  glorious  hope  revives 

Our  courage  by  the  way, 
While  each  in  expectation  lives. 

And  longs  to  see  the  day. 

From  sorrow,  toil,  and  pain, 

And  sin,  we  shall  be  free. 
And  perfect  love  and  friendship  reign 

Through  all  eternity. 


As  we  are  about  to  separate,  we  lift  up  our  hearts  in  thankfulness  to 
the  beneficent  God,  whose  love  is  revealed  to  us  in  constantly  recurring 
mercies,  for  the  privil^e  we  have  once  more  enjoyed  of  worshipping 
Him  in  united  labors  for  the  good  of  mankind,  in  efforts  to  discover 
and  disseminate  truth,  in  testifying  against  popular  wickedness,  and  in 
cultivating  in  ourselves  those  affections  and  aspirations  which  give  ys 
assurance  of  a  blessed  immortality.  We  give  to  one  another  the  part- 
ing hand,  with  the  full  conviction,  confirmed  by  the  experience  of  the 
present  Meeting,  that  the  principles  of  freedom  and  progress  upon  which 
our  movement  is  based  are  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  human 
nature,  and  with  earnest  solicitude  for  our  mutual  welfare,  and  for  the 
speedy  triumph  of  the  cause  in  which  we  are  engaged. 

JOSEPH  A.  DUGDALE, ) 
ELIZABETH  JACKSON,  V  Clerks. 
OLIVER  JOHNSON,        ) 
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EXPOSITION  OF  SENTIMENTS. 

ADOPTED     BY    THE    PENNSYLVAKIA    YEARLY     MEETINa    Of 
PROGRESSIVE    FRIENDft 

To  the  Friends  of  Pure  and  UndeJUed  Religion^  and  to  all  Seeken  after 
Truths  of  whatever  name  or  denomination^  the  Pennsylvania  Yearly 
Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends  sendeth  OreeHng : 

Dear  Friends: — Having  been  led,  as  we  trust,  through  obedi^ioe 
to  the  revelations  of  truth,  to  form  a  Religious  Association  upon  princi- 
ples always  too  little  regarded  and  often  trampled  under  foot  by  pro- 
fessing  Christians  and  popular  sects,  we  are  constrained  to  address  jod 
in  explanation  of  our  leading  sentiments,  purposes,  plans,  and  hopes. 
If^  as  we  believe,  the  basis  of  our  organization,  and  Uie  arrangements 
we  propose  for  the  culture  of  man's  religious  powers,  are  in  harmony 
with  the  Divine  laws,  and  adapted  to  the  wants  of  human  nature  and 
the  demands  of  the  present  age,  it  is  certainly  incumbent  upon  as  to 
diffuse  the  knowledge  thereof  as  widely  as  possible;  and  if,  on  the 
other  hand,  '^  the  light  that  is  in  us  be  darkness,"  it  is  proper  that  we 
should  invoke  your  earnest  efforts  to  redeem  us  from  ^ur  errors,  and 
turn  our  feet  into  the  highway  of  holiness  and  truth.  We,  therefore, 
ask  your  serious  and  unprejudiced  consideration  of  the  matters  presented 
in  this  Exposition,  so  that,  whether  you  shall  accept  or  reject  our  propo- 
sitions, your  conclusions  may  minister  to  your  own  peace  of  mind  and 
growth  in  the  love  and  practice  of  the  truth. 

In  our  efforts  to  apply  the  principles  of  Christianity  to  daily  life, 
and  to  social  customs  and  institutions  which  we  deemed  subversive  of 
individual  and  national  morality,  as  well  as  in  conflict  with  the  laws  of 
God,  we  encountered  ^e  hostility  of  the  popular  sects,  to  one  or  an- 
other  of  which  most  of  us  belonged,  and  to  which  we  were  bound  by 
ties  that  grew  with  our  growth  and  strengthened  with  our  strengtlb 
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Mingiiiig  with  the  chime  of  church  bells  and  with  the  tones  of  th€ 
preacher's  voice,  or  breaking  upon  the  stillness  of  our  religious  assem 
blies,  we  heard  the  clank  of  the  slave's  chain,  the  groans  of  the  wound- 
ed and  dying  on  the  field  of  bloody  strife,  the  noise  of  drunken  revelry, 
the  sad  cry  of  the  widow  and  the  fatherless,  and  the  wail  of  homeless, 
»lespairing  poverty,  driven 

"By  fool  Oppression's  ruffian  gluttcjy 
Forth  from  life's  plenteous  feast ;  ** 

and  when,  in  obedience  to  the  voice  of  God,  speaking  through  the 
holiest  sympathies  and  purest  impulses  of  our  Grodlike  humanity,  ve 
sought  to  arouse  our  countrymen  to  united  efforts  for  the  relief  of  human 
suffering,  the  removal  of  giant  wrongs,  the  suppression  of  foul  iniquities, 
we  found  the  Church,  in  spite  of  her  solemn  professions,  arrayed  against 
us,  blocking  up  the  path  of  reform  with  her  serried  ranks,  prostituting 
her  mighty  influence  to  the  support  of  wickedness  in  high  places, 
smiling  complacently  upon  the  haughty  oppressor,  "justifying  4he 
wicked  for  a  reward,"  maligning  the  faithful  Abdiels  who  dared  to 
stand  up  for  the  truth  and  to  testify  against  popular  crimes — thus 
traitorously  upsetting  the  very  foundations  of  the  Religion  she  was 
sacredly  bound  to  support  and  exemplify,  and  doing  in  the  name  of 
Christ  deeds  at  which  humanity  shuddered,  obliterating  her  indignant 
blushes  only  with  the  tears  that  welled  up  from  the  deeps  of  her  great, 
loving  heart 

For  a  time,  though  not  without  deep  mortification  and  discourage- 
ment, we  bore  this  appalling  delinquency,  thinking  in  our  shortrsight- 
edness  that  it  was  mainly  the  result  of  a  temporary  mistake,  and  not  of 
an  incurable  leprosy  tainting  the  whole  body.  In  the  "  patience  of 
hope  "  we  toiled  on,  seeking  to  reform  alike  the  Church  and  the  world, 
and  deeming  it  certain  that  the  former  would  speedily  abandon  her 
felse  and  sinful  position,  and  "  come  up  to  the  help  of  the  Lord  "  against 
the  hosts  of  unrighteousn^s  and  oppression.  Our  hopes  in  this  res|xjct 
were  doomed  to  a  sad  and  bitter  disappointment  The  leaders  of  the 
Church,  instead  of  retracing  the  false  step  which  they  had  taken,  grew 
more  and  more  hostile  to  the  cause  of  Christian  Reform,  while  there  was 
not  found  in  the  body  enough  of  moral  principle  to  reject  their  counsels 
and  repudiate  their  impious  claims  to  a  Divine  warrant  for  their  crimi- 
nal apostacy.  Inflated  with  spiritual  pride,  and  claiming  to  be  the 
anointed  expounders  of  God's  will,  they  mocked* at  Philanthropy  as  no 
part  of  religion,  exalted  in  its  place  the  Dagon  of  man-made  Disciplinea, 
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jrgcd  obedience  to  ihe  decisions  of  Yearly  Meetings  oi  odier  eocIe» 
astical  assemblies,  as  the  sum  of  human  obligation,  bade  us  stifle  the 
gushing  sympathies  which  linl^  us  to  our  kind,  and  passively  ^  wait 
God's  time"  for  the  removal  of  the  evils  that  afflict  and  curse  our  race; 
as  if  God  had  not  revealed  his  purpose  of  doing  this  work  by  human 
instioimentality — as  if  there  were  times  when  deeds  of  charity  and 
mercy  are  offensive  in  His  sight — as  if  the  cry  of  suffering  Humanitr 
and  the  emotions  it  stirs  within  us  were  not  a  sufficient  revelation  of 
His  will,  and  we  were  bound  to  wait  in  listless  inactivity  for  soaie 
supernatural  or  miraculous  manifestation  of  His  authority  and  power ! 
Alas  I  how  many  have  thus  waited,  until  at  last  the  spiritual  ear  has 
become  too  dull  and  heavy  to  vibrate  under  the  gentle  tones  of  the 
"still,  small  voice,"  and  the  heart  so  hard  and  cold,  that  it  has  ceased 
to  beat  at  the  cry  of  mortal  woe  !  Superstition  has  woven  around  their 
souls  her  impenetrable  veil,  excluding  the  warm  sunlight  of  God's  pre- 
sence, paralyzing  their  moral  energies,  and  leaving  their  holiest  sympa- 
thies to  stagnate  for  lack  of  use ;  thus  unfitting  them  for  the  work 
the  good  Father  sets  before  them  in  common  with  all  His  children,  and 
defeating  the  great  end  and  purpose  of  their  earthly  life. 

When  we  refused  to  obey  the  mandate  of  our  ecclesiastical  rulers, 
choosing  to  hearken  to  the  voice  of  God  rather  than  unto  tiie  voice  of 
man,  we  found  our  worst  foes  in  our  own  religious  households ;  the  rod 
of  ecclesiastical  power  was  lifted  above  our  heads,  and  some  of  us  were 
made  to  understand  that  excommunication  was  the  price  to  be  paid  for 
the  exercise  of  that  liberty  which  Jesus  proclaimed  as  the  birthright  of 
his  disciples.  We  might  have  devoted  our  energies,  to  the  acquisition 
of  wealth,  and,  in  imitation  of  the  example  of  many  who  stood  high  in 
the  Church,  entered  into  close  relations  with  men  devoid  of  religions 
principle  in  the  pursuit  of  that  object,  and  no  voice  of  censure  or  re- 
proof would  have  been  lifted  against  us ;  but  when  we  associated  with 
noble  men  and  women,  not  of  our  sect,  for  the  purpose  of  abolishing 
slavery,  w&r,  intemperance,  and  other  crying  abominations,  Aid  our 
zeal  for  humanity  made  us  indifferent  to  tJie  forms  of  the  Church, 
though  more  than  ever  alive  to  the  great  principles  she  had  so  long 
professed  to  believe  and  revere,  we  were  treated  as  offenders;  and  the 
strange  spectacle  was  witnessed  of  bodies,  claiming  to  be  God's  repre- 
sentatives on  earth,  excluding  from  their  pale,  men  and  women  of  blame- 
less lives  for  loving  peace,  purity  and  freedom  so  devotedly,  as  to  be 
willing  to  co-operate  with  all  whose  hearts  prompted  them  to  labor  for 
the  promotion  of  those  heavenly  virtues.    Thus  were  the  great  and  en 
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nobling  principleB  of  our  oommon  humanity  subordinated  to  sectarian 
shibboleths,  and  that  Divine  charity,  which  is  the  essence  of  the  God- 
like, and  the  sum  of  every  virtue  in  man,  narrowed  down  to  the  dimen* 
sions  of  a  particular  creed,  or  smothered  under  the  petty  limitations  of 
speculative  theology. 

Driven  thus  to  choose  between  our  loyalty  to  sect  and  our  allegiance 
to  Qod,  and  feeling  still  the  need  of  some  outward  helps  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  religious  sentiment,  we  were  naturally  led  to  investigate 
the  whole  subject  of  religious  organization,  its  nature,  uses  and  sphere, 
and  the  source  and  extent  of  its  powers.  The  result  of  our  inquiries  is 
a  clear  conviction,  that  Churches,  however  high  their  pretensions  of  au- 
thority derived  from  God,  are  only  human  organizations,  and  the  repos- 
itories of  only  such  powers  as  may  have  been  rightfully  conferred  upon 
them  by  the  individuals  of  whom  they  are  composed,  or  derived  from 
the  laws  of  our  social  nature.  It  is  time  that  this  truth,  so  long  ob- 
scured by  the  sorcery  of  priestcraft,  were  clearly  understood  and  boldly 
proclaimed.  Too  long  have  the  common  people  been  deluded  with  the 
idea  that  the  Church  holds  a  mysterious  organic  relation  to  the  Infi- 
nite,— a  relation  distinct  from  that  existing  between  the  soul  and  its 
Creator,  and  conferring  special  powers  and  prerogatives.  Perhaps  no 
error  has  done  more  than  this  to  debase  and  enslave  the  mind  of  man,, 
to  fetter  his  godlike  powers,  and  make  hiiu  the  ready  instrument  of 
superstition  and  priestcraft.  It  is  the  most  vicious  element  of  Popery, 
from  which  our  Protestant  sects  are  not  yet  delivered.  Our  religion, 
which  should  make  us  free  and  self-reliant,  willing  to  bend  the  knee  only 
to  God,  as  he  stands  revealed  to  our  own  consciousness,  withered  by  the 
touch  of  this  superstition,  becomes,  in  the  hands  of  ambitious  and  designing 
men,  the  instrument  of  our  d^adation,  the  symbol  of  littleness,  meanness, 
bigotry  and  hypocrisy.  The  Romish  Church  sets  up  for  herself  a  claim  of 
absolute  infallibility,  and  the  various  Protestant  sects,  professing  to  deride 
her  pretensions,  yet  tax  our  credulity  scarcely  less.  From  the  Episcopal 
Church,  with  her  imposing  ritual  and  elaborate  ceremonials,  down  to  mod- 
em Quakerism,  with  its  professed  abjuration  of  all  forms,  its  rustic  garb 
and  look  of  "  meek  simplicity,"  all  seem  deluded  with  the  idea  that  the 
Church,  being  made  after  a  Divine  pattern,  is  supematurally  preser\'ed 
from  error.  Even  the  Quaker  regards  the  decision  of  his  Yearly  Meeting 
with  a  superstitious  reverence  scarcely  inferior  to  that  which  the  Catho- 
lic awards  to  the  decrees  of  the  Pope  and  the  Cardinals.  Do  his  rea- 
fOD  and  common  sense  suggest  that  the  Yearly  Meeting  has  decided 
erroneously  or  unjustly,  he  banishes  the  thought  as  little  less  than  im- 
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pious,  becomes  sile.it  if  not  acquiescent,  and  mayhap  lays  his  reason 
and  common  sense  a  sacrifice  on  tlie  altar  of  the  Church.  Poor  man! 
let  him  be  once  fairly  convinced  that  ecclesiastical  bodies,  however  sa 
cred  their  professions,  however  worthy  of  esteem  within  their  le^d- 
mate  sphere,  are  yet  only  human,  and  without  authority  to  bind  the 
conscience  even  of  the  humblest  of  God's  children,  and  he  will  no  longer 
dare  to  offer  such  a  sacrifice,  to  dishonor  his  Creator  by  debasing  his 
own  exalted  powers. 

It  would  be  easy  to  show  that  this  claim  of  supernatural  power,  on 
the  part  of  the  organized  Church,  is  at  war  with  the  whole  genius  and 
spirit  of  Christianity  as  exhibited  in  the  life  and  teachings  of  Jesus,  and 
without  warrant  in  the  writings  of  the  Apostles  and  primitive  Christians, 
as  well  as  subversive  of  individual  rights  and  responsibilities.  Jesm 
nowhere  indicated  an  intention  to  organize  a  Church  clothed  with  such 
power.  Indeed,  it  does  not  appear  from  his  recorded  words  that  he 
even  contemplated  any  organization  whatever  of  those  who  should  em- 
brace his  doctrines.  He  specified  no  such  work  as  incumbent  upon 
those  whom  he  sent  forth  as  witnesses  of  the  truth,  but  left  them  to 
adopt  such  instrumentalities  as  might  seem  to  them  adapted  to  promote 
the  object  of  their  mission.  The  Apostles  did  indeed  organize  Churches, 
but  they  did  not  pretend  that  they  were  framed  after  a  Divinely  pre- 
scribed pattern,  still  less  that  they  were  clothed  with  a  supernatural 
power.  **  It  was  not,"  says  a  learned  writer,*  "  until  the  number  of  personal 
followers  of  Jesus  increased  by  thousands,  and  ike  need  of  some  orffanizaHan 
began  to  he  felt,  Uiat  any  thing  like  the  institution  of  a  distinct  and  perma- 
nent religious  society  appears  to  have  been  definitely  contemplated  And 
then  nothing  more  was  done,  than  was  necessary  to  that  present  exigenctf. 
Thus  the  whole  institution  of  the  Church  at  Jerusalem  grew  up  by 
degrees,  as  one  step  after  another  was  called  for  hy  a  succession  of  cir- 
cumstances altogether  peculiar. ^^  A  religious  periodical  of  high  authority 
in  matters  of  ecclesiastical  history,  f  testified,  some  years  since,  as  fol- 
lows :  "  Men  have  clung  as  with  a  dying  grasp  to  a  few  shreds  <5f  an- 
cient tradition,  and  deemed  it  sacrilege  to  meddle  with  these  consecrated 
relics.  They  have  attached  a  peculiar  sacredness  to  their  own  constitu- 
tions, councils,  ordinances,  creeds  and  decisions,  as  if  they  rested  on 
Divine  right  and  apostolic  authority. .  .  .The  beautiful  theories  of  Church 
government,  devised  with  so  much  care  and  put  together  with  so  much 
skill  and  art,  have,  we  are  sure,  no  manner  of  resemblance  to  the 

♦  Leonard  Bacon,  in  bis  "Manual  for  Young  Church  Memben." 
f  T/te  Christian  Spectator,  Sept,  1888. 
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Churches  mentioned  in  the  Acts  and  Epistles.  The  primitive  Cli.  la 
tians,  could  they  come  among  us,  would  be  not  a  little  surprised  to  hear 
their  assemblies,  gathered  by  stealth  for  worship,  with  or  without  par- 
ticular standing  officers,  referred  to  as  the  models  after  which  the  super- 
structure of  denominational  Churches  is  supposed  to  be  fashioned. 
They  were  simple-hearted  men  and  women,  exposed  to  continual  perse- 
cution, and  bound  together  in  Christian  love ;  forming  and  modifying 
their  regulations  exactly  as  was  needed  ;  never  once  dreaming  that  they 
or  their  successors  were  bound  to  a  single  system  by  some  great  code, 
provided  by  Divine  authority . . .  .The  reason  of  associating  together 
was,  to  further  this  great  end,  mutually  to  enliven  the  feeHngs  of  devo- 
tion, strengthen  the  principles  of  piety,  and  aid  in,  and  urge  to,  the  dis- 
charge of  duty. . .  .Some  things  were  practised  in  some  Churches  and 
not  in  others.  Some  officers  existed  in  one  and  not  in  another ;  some 
met  in  one  place  and  not  in  another ;  and  all  had  a  right  to  do  what- 
ever might  be  conducive  to  the  general  good,^ 

We  have  dwelt  at  some  length  on  this  point,  because  we  deem  it  of 
fundamental  importance.  This  claim  of  organic  communion  with  €rod 
lies  at  the  root  of  many  evils  in  the  Churches  around  us,  and  hence  we 
desire  to  make  our  denial  of  its  validity  as  emphatic  as  possible.  We 
would  impress  upon  the  minds  of  all  whom  our  voice  may  reach,  the 
truth,  that  there  is  no  mysterious  alchemy  whereby  a  company  of  men, 
mean  and  selfish  as  individuals,  are  transmuted  into  a  holy  body ;  no  Divine 
afl3atus  vouchsafed  to  them  in  the  mass,  superseding  the  necessity  of 
personal  conformity  to  the  will  of  God.  Such  a  claim  is  the  acme  of 
superstition  and  imposture.  It  is  amazing  that  it  should  for  so  long  a 
period  have  deceived  and  befooled  the  nations !  When  will  the  people 
learn  that  there  is  nothing  Divme,  nothing  too  sacred  for  investigation, 
in  the  artificial  arrangements  and  prescribed  formalities  of  sects  ?  Alas ! 
what  multitudes  join  the  popular  Churches,  submitting  to  their  rites  and 
paying  the  expenses  of  their  administration,  deluding  themselves  mean- 
while with  the  idea  that  they  are  thus  ensuring  their  eternal  salvation, 
even  though  their  daily  lives  are  defiled  by  sordid  and  debasing  acti, 
«nd  iliey  scarcely  lift  a  finger  or  breathe  one  honest  aspiration  for  their 
own  or  the  world's  moral  improvement ! 

Our  inquiries  into  the  nature  and  uses  of  Religious  Organization 
have  also  brought  us  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  Churches  around  us  have 
made  a  vital  mistake  in  demanding  uniformity  of  belief  in  respect  to 
scholastic  theology,  ordinances,  rites  and  forms,  as  a  condition  of  reli- 
gious fellowship  and  the  basis  of  associated  effort    It  would  hardly  be 
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poBBiUe  to  exaggerate  the  evila  resultiDg  from  this  mistake.  It  has  le( 
the  Church  into  dissensions,  hypocrisy  and  all  uncharitableness,  and  in- 
itead  of  promoting  a  manly,  vigorous  and  healthful  piety,  which  ever 
manifests  itself  in  works  of  practical  benevolence  and  would  make  her  a 
burning  and  a  shining  light  in  ihe  presence  of  surrounding  darkness,  it 
narrows  the  scope  of  her  vision,  dwarfe  the  intellect,  smothers  the  heart, 
and  makes  her  the  purvey<H*  of  traditions  and  shams,  a  covert  for  mean- 
ess  and  treachery,  and  a  hiding-place  for  the  perpetrators  and  apologists 
of  popular  wickedness.  It  reverses  the  arrangements  proposed  by  J&u 
and  his  early  followers,  putting  that  first  which  should  be  last,  the  ind 
dental  in  place  of  the  primary,  the  temporary  in  place  of  the  eternal 
Jesus  enjoins  it  upon  his  hearers  to  ^  seek  first  the  kingdom  of  God  and 
His  righteoumeu  ;  ^  but  the  popular  Church  practically  tells  \is,  on  piua 
of  eternal  perdition,  to  seek  first  of  all  the  theology  of  that  Idngdcoi,  as- 
aaring  ua^  with  impious  tongue,  that  if  we  only  master  that,  get  its  dif- 
ferent parts  properly  arranged  and  Ubelled,  and  learn  to  believe  them, 
however  inconsistent  with  each  other,  and  contrary  to  our  reason  and 
common  sense,  the  righteousness  may  safely  enough  be  left  to  take  care 
of  itself  I  Instead  of  requiring  as  the  evidence  of  our  piety  the  "  fruits* 
demanded  in  the  Grospel  of  Jesus,  it  sneers  at  "  good  works  "  as  "  c«^ 
nal "  and  inefficacious,  bids  us  mind  our  catechisms,  disciplines  and  ooo 
fessions  of  &ith ;  to  come  regularly  to  its  assembhes,  and  worship  accord- 
ing to  its  prescribed  forms  I  It  is  no  wonder  that  politicians,  bent  upon 
schemes  of  selfish  aggrandizement,  mock  at  the  Higher  Law,  and  declare 
their  own  oppressive  statutes  a  finality,  when  the  Church  is  found  thob 
corrupt  and  apostate.  No  marvel  that  insatiate  Wealth  tramples  upon 
lowly  Poverty;  that  War's  "red  thunders"  reverberate  round  the  world* 
that  Drunkenness  counts  its  victims  by  tens  of  thousands;  that  Land 
Monopoly  grinds  humanity  in  the  dust;  that  Lust  is  doing  his  work  of 
defilement  and  shame  with  impunity ;  that  immortal  beings  are  driven 
to  their  daily  toil  under  the  lash,  and  even  sold  in  the  shambles,  wben 
the  Church  proffers  absolution  for  such  crimes  upon  terms  so  easy  of 
fulfilment 

The  natural  counterpart  of  this  false  and  superstitious  devotion  td 
creeds  and  forms  is  an  unnatural  sourness  and  melancholy — a  Phnrisai- 
oal  spirit,  which  frowns  upon  amusements  as  an  offence  to  God,  and 
wliich  would  cover  the  face  of  society  with  a  sanctimonious  gloom  as 
repugnant  to  Religion  as  to  unperverted  human  nature.  The  victims 
of  this  spirit  converse  about  religion,  not  in  manly  and  natural  tones, 
indicative  of  sincerity  and  earnestness,  but  in  a  whining,  canting  man- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


21 

aer,  as  if  it  were  a  burden  hard  to  be  borne,  but  which  they  reluctantly 
consent  to  carry  during  their  mortal  life,  as  the  only  means  of  eternal 
salvation  !  We  are  persuaded  that  the  exhibitions  of  this  spirit  on  the 
part  of  the  Church  have  produced  incalculable  mischief  by  exciting  the 
prejudices  of  the  young  against  all  Religion  as  necessarily  of  an  ascetic 
character,  and  by  placing  amusements  beyond  the  pale  of  Christian  Id- 
Huence,  thus  making  them  liable  to  excesses  which  might  otherwise  be 
avoided.  The  Christian,  of  all  other  persons,  should  not  be  of  a  sad  coun- 
tenance, but  ever  cheerful  and  hopeful  in  his  demeanor,  making  the  very 
atmosphere  he  breathes  a  witness  of  the  serene  joy  that  dwells  in  his 
heart  No  false  idea  of  sanctity,  no  superstitious  or  fanatical  "  worry  " 
about  his  soul,  should  he  ever  suffer  to  make  his  presence  distasteful  and 
unwelcome  to  the  young. 

We  cannot  undertake  to  particularize  all  the  errors  of  prindple  and 
practice  in  the  popular  Churches,  which  our  investigations  have  revealed 
to  us ;  but  there  is  one  more  which  we  must  not  pass  in  silence.  We 
allude  to  that  vicious  and  despotic  feature  in  the  organization  of  most 
of  them,  which,  beginning  in  the  subordination  of  the  individual  to  the 
local  Church,  or  to  Elders,  Overseers,  or  other  oflScers  thereof  e^ds  in 
the  subjection  of  local  bodies  to  some  larger  assembly  or  central  powei. 
There  are,  indeed,  some  Churches  which  have  attempted  to  abolish  this 
system,  but  they  are  still  too  much  bound  by  usage  to  practices  incon- 
sistent with  their  theories.  Experience,  as  well  as  observation,  has 
taught  us  that  local  organizations  should  in  ihe  first  place  be  formed 
upon  prii^iples  which  will  offer  the  best  possible  safeguard  to  the  equal 
rights  of  the  individual  members,  and  discourage  tyranny,  whether  of 
the  many  or  the  few;  and,  in  the  next  place,  that  they  should  never 
allow  any  other  body,  however  numerous  or  imposing,  to  exercise 
authority  over  them.  The  forms  of  Church  organization,  instead  of  being 
such  as  are  suggested  by  the  ideas  of  individual  freedom  and  responsi- 
bility which  pervade  the  teachings  of  Jesus,  would  seem  to  have  been 
borrowed  from  anti-Christian  and  despotic  systems  of  civil  government, 
whereof  force  is  the  vital  and  controlling  element  Under  such  forms, 
religious  tyranny,  always  difficult  of  repression,  is  sure  to  spring  up  into 
a  vigorous  life.  It  would  be  easy  to  illustrate  this  truth  by  a  reference 
to  the  history  of  any  of  those  Churches  in  which  the  affiliated  and  sub- 
ordj  aating  system  of  government  prevails,  but  the  experience  of  many 
of  our  number  naturally  leads  us  to  point  to  the  Society  of  Friends  as  a 
warning  agamst  this  lamentable  evil.  The  setting  apart  of  ministers  as 
a  distinct  order  of  persons,  and  for  life ;  the  appointment  of  Elders  to  sif 
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in  judgment  upon  tho  services  of  the  Ministry,  and  to  determine  offidaUj 
what  is  and  what  is  not  inspiration ;  the  subjection  of  indi\ndual  liberty 
to  official  dictation ;  the  subordination  of  Preparative  to  Monthly,  d 
Monthly  to  Quarterly,  of  Quarterly  to  Yearly  Meetings ;  all  this  affords 
a  covert  for  despotic  authority.  It  is  an  arrangement  whereby  the  few 
are  enabled  to  control  the  many,  and  to  carry  into  successful  operati(Hi 
their  plans  for  keeping  the  Church  popular  with  the  world,  while  she  is 
trampling  upon  her  own  most  vital  principles,  and  obstinately  refusing 
to  do  the  work  for  which  she  was  originally  established.  It  aggravates, 
moreover,  all  the  other  evils  which  have  crept  into  the  body,  and  renders 
the  work  of  reform  extremely  difficult,  if  not  impossible. 

But  while  we  thus  earnestly  deny  the  claims  of  Religious  Associa- 
tions to  Divine  authority,  and  maintain  that  they  form  no  exception  to 
the  rule,  that  ^  institutions  are  made  for  man,  not  man  for  institutions,^ 
and  while  we  would  fearlessly  expose  all  that  is  wrong  in  existing 
Churches,  we  do  not  therefore  repudiate  such  associations  as  necessarily 
evil.  Founded  upon  right  principles,  adjusted  to  the  wants  of  our  social 
nature,  within  their  legitimate  sphere  as  the  servants  and  helpers,  not 
the  masters  of  the  soul,  as  a  means  and  not  an  end,  we  esteem  them  of 
great  importance.  It  is  only  when,  they  interpose  between  our  con- 
sciences and  God,  assuming  to  tell  us  authoritatively  how  much  and 
what  we  must  believe,  and  virtually  trampling  under  foot  the  right  of 
private  judgment,  that  our  manhood  prompts  us  to  reject  them.  The 
mistakes  which  men  have  made  in  their  efforts  to  realize  the  benefits  of 
Religious  Association,  however  strange  and  even  preposteroua^ej  may 
appear  to  us  at  this  advanced  period  of  the  world's  history,  were  only 
the  incidents  of  Humanity  imperfectly  informed  and  developed.  They 
should  not  therefore  discourage  us,  still  less  lead  us  into  other  errois  at 
the  opposite  extreme.  Men  have  also  made  great  mistakes  in  science, 
and  in  things  pertaining  to  physical  Hfe — ^in  astronomy,  chemistry,  and 
the  mechanic  arts,  and  even  in  agriculture ;  and  it  would  be  no  more 
absurd  to  urge  these  mistakes  as  a  reason  for  abandoning  all  associated 
effort  in  such  matters,  than  it  would  be  to  all^e  the  similar  blunden 
into  which  men  have  fallen  in  regard  to  Religion,  and  the  abuses  gron- 
ing  out  of  them,  as  a  reason  why  we  should  resist  the  strong  impulse  d 
our  nature  which  prompts  us  to  combine  our  efforts  for  the  promotion  of 
piety  and  good  morals.  Past  errors  and  present  imperfections,  instead 
of  affording  an  argument  against  organization,  are  only  illustrations  of 
its  necessity,  as  a  means  whereby  the  strong  may  help  the  weak,  the 
highly  cultivated  soul  minister  to  the  edification  of  those  less  enlightened, 
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and  social  influence  become  the  aid  and  support  of  individual  virtu*. 
Beavers  do  not  more  naturally  combine  to  build  their  habitations,  than 
men  and  women,  inspired  by  a  common  love  of  God  and  Humanity, 
and  a  common  thirst  for  religious  excellence,  mingle  and  combine  their 
individual  efforts  for  the  promotion  of  pure  and  tmdefiled  religion  among 
themselves  and  throughout  the  world. 

In  forming  The  Pennsylvania  Yearly  Meeting  of  Progressive 
Friends^  we  have  followed  the  instincts  of  our  moral  and  social  nature, 
and  acted  upon  the  settled  conviction,  that  such  an  organization  was 
necessary  to  our  highest  eflBciency  in  the  work  which  our  Heavenly 
Father  has  given  us  to  do.  We  seek  not  to  diminish,  but  to  intensify, 
in  ourselves  the  sense  of  individual  responsibility — ^not  to  escape  from 
duty,  but  to  aid  one  another  in  its  performance — to  lift  up  before  all  who 
may  be  influenced  by  our  words  or  actions  a  high  standard  of  moral 
and  religious  excellence — to  commit  ourselves  before  the  world  as  the 
friends  of  righteousness  and  truth,  and  as  under  the  highest  obligations 
to  labor  for  the  redemption  of  mankind  from  every  form  of  error  and  sin. 

It  has  been  our  honest  endeavor  to  avoid,  if  possible,  the  mistakes 
into  which  previous  organizations  have  so  generally  fallen,  and  especial- 
ly those  radical  errors  which  are  pointed  out  in  this  address.  To  this 
end  we  have  made  our  association  as  simple  as  possible,  having  done 
little  more  than  to  provide  for  an  annual  assembly.  We  claim  for  this 
organization  no  other  powers  than  such  as  we  ourselves  have  conferred 
upon  it  in  consistency  witli  our  own  and  others'  individual  freedom. 
We  make  no  draft  upon  the  veneration  of  our  fellow-men  for  any  ar- 
rangement that  we  have  adopted,  or  may  adopt  hereafter.  Veneration 
is  due  only  to  God,  and  to  those  eternal  principles  of  Rectitude, 
Justice  and  Love,  of  which  He  is  the  embodiment 

We  have  set  forth  no  forms  nor  ceremonies ;  nor  have  we  sought  to 
impose  upon  ourselves  or  others  a  system  of  doctrinal  belief  Such 
matters  we  have  left  where  Jesixj  left  them,  with  the  conscience  and 
common  sense  of  the  individual.  It  has  been  our  cherished  purpose  to 
restore  the  union  between  Religion  and  Life,  and  to  place  works  of 
goodness  and  mercy  far  above  theological  speculations  and  scholastic  sub- 
tleties of  doctrine.  Creed-making  is  not  among  the  objects  of  our  asso- 
ciation. Christianity,  as  it  presents  itself  to  our  minds,  is  too  deep,  too 
broad,  and  too  high,  to  be  brought  within  the  cold  propositions  of  the 
theologian.  We  should  as  soon  think  of  bottling  up  the  sunshine  for 
the  u&o  of  posterity,  as  of  attempting  to  adjust  the  free  and  universal 
principles  taught  and  exemplified  by  Jesus  o'  Nazareth  to  the  angles  of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


24 

a  man-made  creed.  OhurcheL  "which  undertake  this  impious  and  ioi- 
practicable  work  doom  themselves  thereby  to  barrenness  and  death.  In- 
stead of  being  warmed  and  animated  by  that  living  faith  which  **  world 
!)y  love  "  and  overcomes  the  world,  they  lapse  into  bigotry  and  inttJer- 
ance,  and  their  formularies,  having  no  life  in  themselves,  become  at 
length  mere  petrifactions,  fossil  remains  of  ideas,  which,  however  agp- 
nificant  once,  have  no  longer  any  adaptation  to  the  condition  of  the  race. 
It  is  sad  to  behold  a  Church,  with  Christ's  name  upon  its  brow,  turning 
away  from  the  wells  of  immortal  truth,  and  clinging  with  superstitious 
pertinacity  and  veneration  to  the  shell  of  an  ancient  creed,  or  the  letter  of 
an  ancient  Discipline,  from  which  the  original  soul  long  since  took  its 
flight;  swift  to  frown  upon  the  slightest  departure  from  its  forms  and 
theories,  but  slow  to  utter  a  testimony  against  a  popular  sin  ;  ever  zeal- 
ous in  tithing  "mint,  anise  and  cummin,"  but  heavy  of  step  and  slow  of 
speech  when  the  great  interests  of  Humanity  are  at  stake. 

Our  terms  of  membership  are  at  once  simple,  practical  and  c-atholic. 
If  we  may  be  said  to  have  a  test,  it  is  one  which  applies  to  the  heart 
and  the  life,  not  to  the  head  nor  to  any  of  its  speculations.  Our  platform 
Js  broad  as  Humanity,  and  comprehensive  as  Truth.  We  interrogate 
no  man  as  to  his  theological  belief;  we  send  no  Committees  to  pry  into 
the  motives  of  those  who  may  desire  to  share  the  benefits  of  our  Associ- 
ation ;  but  open  the  door  to  all  who  recognize  the  Equal  Brotherhood  of 
tke  Human  Family,  without  regard  to  sex,  color  or  condition,  and  who 
acknowledge  the  duty  of  defining  and  illustrating  their  faith  in  God, 
not  by  assent  to  a  creed,  but  by  lives  of  personal  purity,  and  works  of 
beneficence  and  charity  to  mankind.  If,  by  any  possibility,  there  should 
be  found  here  and  there  a  sincere  inquirer  after  truth,  who  may  not  feel 
himself  included  in  this  invitation  to  membership,  we  shall  still  bid  him 
welcome  to  our  assemblies,  and  listen  with  patience  to  whatever  his 
highest  convictions  may  prompt  him  to  offer.  We  do  not  seek  to  bind 
our  Association  together  by  external  bands,  nor  by  agreement  in  the 
ological  opinions.  Identity  of  object,  oneness  of  spirit  in  respect  to 
the  practical  duties  of  life,  the  communion  of  soul  with  soul  in  a 
common  love  of  the  beautiful  and  true,  and  a  common  aspiration  after 
moral  excellence, — these  are  our  bond  of  union ;  and  when  these  shall 
die  out  in  our  hearts,  nothing  will  remain  to  hold  us  together ;  and 
those  who  shall  come  after  us  will  not  be  subjected  to  the  trouble  of 
tearing  down  a  great  ecclesiastical  edifice,  constructed  by  our  hands, 
before  they  can  make  provision  for  the  supply  of  their  own  reli- 
gious wants. 
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The  name  of  our  AasociatioD  is  suggesdre  of  its  history  and  piinci 
pies.  As  a  sign  of  our  adherence  to  the  great  moral  testimonies  which 
the  Society  of  Friends  has  so  long  professed,  as  well  as  for  historical 
reasons,  we  have  adopted  in  part  the  name  choson  by  Fox,  Penn,  and 
other  reformers  of  a  past  generation,  for  the  Societies  which  they 
founded,  and  which,  we  r^et  to  say,  have  in  our  day  widely  departed 
from  the  spirit  and  principles  of  those  illustrious  men.  The  term  ^^Pro- 
ffressive^  is  intended  as  a  recognition  of  the  fact,  that  our  knowledge  of 
truth  is  limited,  and  as  an  indication  of  an  honest  purpose  on  our  part 
to  '*  go  on  unto  perfection,"  and  to  avail  ourselves  from  time  to  time  of 
whatever  new  light  may  be  shed  upon  our  path.  Our  meetings  are  at 
present  conducted  very  much  like  those  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  ex- 
cept that  they  are  not  ruled  by  Elders,  and  that  we  have  among  us  no 
privileged  class  called  Ministers.  We  welcome  alike  the  word  of  exhor- 
tation, the  voice  of  prayer,  and  the  song  of  praise  and  thanksgiving, 
whichever  may  well  up  from  the  "  inner  fulness  "  of  the  devoted  heart ; 
and  if  at  any  time  words  shall  be  uttered  that  appear  to  us  to  savor  not 
of  Hfe  but  of  contention  and  speculation,  while  we  may  feel  called  upon 
to  speak  our  own  sentiments  with  freedom,  we  hope  not  to  be  found 
denying  the  liberty  of  speech  to  others.  Some  may  fear  that  Hberty 
80  unrestricted  may  lead  to  disorder  and  confusion,  but  we  are  per 
suaded  that  gentleness  and  forbearance  are  more  potent  than  o£5cial 
dictation,  and  that  the  instinctive  sense  of  right  and  wrong,  in  the  breast 
of  even  a  misguided  and  obtrusive  man,  will  afford  the  best  safeguard 
of  propriety  and  order  in  our  assemblies.' 

As  a  Yearly  Meeting,  we  disclaim  all  disciplinary  authority,  whether 
over  individual  members  or  local  Associations.  We  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  declare  our  sentiments  on  such  subjects  as  may  demand  our  atten- 
tion ;  but  they  will  be  armed  with  no  other^orce  than  that  which  our 
moral  influence  may  impart,  or  which  may  belong  to  the  nature  of  truth 
when  earnestly  and  honestly  spoken.  It  will  be  our  aim  to  cherish 
freedom  of  thought  and  speech,  on  every  subject  relating  to  man't 
highest  welfare.  In  s&jing  this,  we  have  no  mental  reservations  to  mock 
lUe  earnest  seeker  after  truth.  We  have  no  thunderbolts  to  launch 
at  those  whose  perceptions  of  truth  lead  them  to  different  conclusions 
from  those  of  the  majority ;  no  edicts  of  excommunication  to  scare  the 
soul  from  its  researches ;  no  sanctimonious  s(sowl  to  dart  at  him  who 
carries  the  torch  of  free  inquiry  into  the  very  holy  of  holies.  We  know 
of  no  question  too  sacred  for  examination,  nor  in  respect  to  which  hu- 
man reason  should  yield  to  human  authority,  however  ancient  or  ven 
erable. 
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Oar  organization  is  formed  upon  such  princijJcs,  that  while  the  body 
will  not  be  responsible  for  the  acts  of  individuals,  so,  on  the  other  hand, 
individuals  and  minorities  may  avoid  responsibility  for  any  acts  of  the 
body  which  they  do  not  approvie,  by  recording  their  votes  against  sucb 
acts,  or,  if  tliey  think  the  case  demands  it,  by  a  protest  It  will,  more- 
over, be  the  right  of  any  individual  to  withdraw  from  the  Association  ai 
any  moment,  without  being  required  to  give  reasons  for  so  doing,  and 
without  being  subjected  to  censure  on  the  part  of  the  meeting. 

Believing  that  local  Associations,  similar  in  their  principles  and 
aims  to  ours,  would  meet  the  wants  of  multitudes  at  the  present  day, 
and  that  they  would  be  likely  to  accomplish  great  good,  we  hope  to  see 
such  established  in  every  community  where  a  sufficient  number  of  pe^ 
sons  are  found  ready  for  the  work.  The  men  and  women  who  are  en- 
gaged in  the  various  moral  reforms  of  the  day,  and  who  have  become 
weary  of  the  prevalent  sectarianism,  mighty  we  believe,  gain  strength 
for  their  special  labors  by  establishing  regular  meetings  on  the  First  day 
of  the  week,  for  mutual  edification  and  improvement,  for  an  int»change 
of  the  sympathies  growing  out  of  common  pursuits  and  trials,  and  for 
the  cultivation  of  their  moral  and  religious  powers.  The  principle  of 
human  fraternity  would  be  thereby  strengthened  among  them,  and  th«r 
children  be  preseived  from  many  unhealthful  influences,  and  prepared 
to  meet  the  full  responsibilities  of  life  in  a  spirit  becoming  to  the  age  in 
which  their  lot  has  been  cast  Surely,  these  are  objects  worthy  of  onr. 
earnest  thought  and  most  careful  attention.  Our  province  is  not  that 
of  iconoclasts  alone.  We  must  build  as  well  as  destroy.  If  there  are 
evil  institutions  to  be  overthrown  and  pernicious  customs  to  be  uprootr 
ed,  so  also  is  there  need  of  a  new  social  fabric,  of  which  righteousneas 
and  peace  are  to  be  the  foundations.  If  there  are  vices  to  be  done  away, 
so  also  are  there  virtues  to  fce  promoted  ;  if  there  are  corrupt  trees  to  be 
hewn  down  and  cast  into  the  fire,  so  also  are  there  plants  of  godliness  io 
be  trained,  and  flowers  of  heavenly  beauty  and  fragrance  to  bo  nurtured. 
And  in  this  work  we  must  help  each  other,  not  occasionally  aM  inci- 
dentally alone,  but  regularly  and  systematically.  The  arrangemente 
for  meetings  should  in  every  case  be  adapted  to  the  peculiar  wants  and 
tastes  of  the  communities  in  which  they  are  respfetively  held,  care  being 
taken  to  keep  forms  subordinate  to  works  of  practical  goodness  and  be- 
neficence. It  is  neither  necessary  nor  desirable  that  one  meetinj? 
should  be  an  exact  copy  of  another.  Adhering  closely  to  fundamental 
principles,  there  will  still  be  scope  for  a  variety  of  modes  and  forms. 

The  loca?  Associations  should  do  more  than  hold  wvckly  meetinga 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


27 

They  should  regard  it  a  sacred  duty  to  provide  for  the  visitation  and 
help  of  the  poor  in  their  respective  neighborhoods,  to  lend  their  sym- 
pathy and  encouragement  to  such  as  are  borne  down  under  heavy  trials, 
and  to  afford  prompt  and  eflBcient  aid  in  every  right  effort  for  the  pro- 
motion of  Temperance,  Peace,  Anti-Slavery,  Education,  the  Equal  Rights 
of  Woman,  <kc. ;  that  thus  the  public  may  be  convinced  that  the  Religion 
they  seek  to  difiuse  and  establish  is  not  an  aggregation  of  mysteries, 
abstractions,  and  unmeaning  farms,  but  a  Religion  for  practical,  every- 
day use,  whose  natural  tendency  is  to  fructify  the  conscience,  intensify 
the  sense  of  moral  responsibility,  purify  and  ennoble  the  aims  of  men, 
and  thus  to  make  society  wiser,  better,  and  happier.  Such  Associations, 
moreover,  ought  to  regard  it  as  their  special  function  to  cultivate  and 
develope  the  religious  sentiment  among  their  members,  and,  so  far 
as  possible,  in  the  community  generally.  For  this  purpose  they  would 
do  well  to  establish  libraries,  in  which  the  works  of  eminent  anti-sec- 
tarian writers  upon  moral,  ethical,  and  religious  subjects  might  become 
accessible  to  all  classes,  especially  to  the  young. 

Such  Associations  would  naturally  communicate,  by  letter  or  other- 
wise, with  the  Yearly  Meeting,  each  giving  that  body  the  results 
of  its  own  peculiar  experience,  and  receiving  in  return  the  experiences 
of  others,  with  such  suggestions  as  the  Yearly  Meeting,  upon  a  care- 
fill  comparison  of  the  whole,  may  be  qualified  to  make.  The  various 
Yearly  Meetings  may  also  strengthen  one  another's  hands  by  frater|>al 
correspondence  and  counsel ;  and  thus,  without  ecclesiastical  authority 
or  domination  on  the  part  of  any,  the  whole  body  of  believers  in  prac- 
tical Christianity  throughout  the  country  may  be  cemented  together  in 
Christian  love,  and  prepared  to  labor  in  harmony  for  the  redemption  of 
mankind  from  every  evil  and  false  way,  and  for  the  establishment  of 
imiversal  righteousness,  purity,  and  peace.  A  Church  thus  united 
would  wield  a  moral  power  like  that  of  the  Apostles  and  immediate 
followers  of  Jesus,  and  the  means  by  which  it  would  conquer  the  world 
are  those  which  an  Apostle  has  described :  "  By  purekess,  by  know 

LEDGE,  BY  LONOHBUFFERINO,  BY  THE  HoLY  SpIRPT,  BY  LOVE  UNFEIGNED, 
BY  THE  ARMOR  OF  RIGHTEOUSNESS  ON  THE  RIGHT  HAND  AND  ON 
THE   LEFT.'' 

Dear  Friends !  are  these  ideas  of  a  Church  Utopian  ?  Are  we 
dreamers  and  enthusiasts  ?  or  is  the  day  foretold  by  ancient  prophets 
and  bards  beginning  to  dawn  upon  our  darkness  and  to  light  the  dulj 
horizon  with  its  revinng  rays  ?  Are  we  always  to  walk  amid  shadows 
•ind  sliam-s  t     Do  we  not  hear  the  voice  of  God  sp<*aking  to  us  in  the  deep 
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silence  of  our  souls,  and  uttenng  itself  in  the  events  that  are  passing  be> 
fore  us,  bidding  us  awake  from  our  slumbers,  to  cast  away  our  doubts, 
and  purify  ourselves  for  the  work  of  building  up  a  pure  Christianitj 
upon  the  earth  ?  Are  not  the  fields  every  where  white  unto  the  harvest! 
and  are  there  not  all  around  us  men  and  women,  whose  hearts  God 
hath  touched  with  holy  fire,  and  who  stand  ready  to  enlist  with  us  in 
this  glorious  cause  f  Let  us,  then,  not  falter,  nor  hesitate.  What  if 
our  numbers  are  few,  and  the  hosts  of  superstition  and  sin  stand  before 
us  in  menacing  array  ?  What  are  their  boasts  to  us,  when  we  know 
that  the  truth  we  promulgate  is  ^  a  part  of  the  celestial  machinery  of 
Grod,"  and  that,  "  whoso  puts  that  machinery  in  gear  for  mankind 
hath  the  Almighty  to  turn  his  wheel  ? " 

••0,  brother  maul  fold  to  thy  heart  thy  brother; 
Where  pity  dwells,  the  peace  of  God  is  there ; 
To  worahip  rightly,  is  to  love  each  other, 

Each  smile  a  hymn,  each  kindly  deed  a  prayer. 

**  Follow  with  reverent  steps  the  great  example 
Of  Him  whose  holy  work  was  '  doing  good ;' 
So  shall  the  wide  earth  seem  our  Father's  temple, 
Each  loving  life  a  pealm  of  gratitude. 

'  Then  shall  all  shackles  fall ;  the  stormy  clangor 
Of  wild  war  music  o>r  the  earth  shall  cease ; 

'Love  shall  tread  out  the  baleAil  fire  of  anger. 
And  in  its  ashes  plant  the  tree  of  peace.** 

Signed  on  behalf  and  by  direction  of  the  Pennsylvania  Yearly 
Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends,  held  at  Old  Kennett,  Chester  CToun^i  hj 
adjournments,  from  the  22d  to  the  25th  of  Fifth  Month,  1853. 

Joseph  A.  DuGDALE,)^j^ 
Sidney  Peircb,  J 


Cor  Mend,  Josxra  A.  Ditodalk,  being  present  with  ns,  the  trathM  snd  lumlnoos  Expo* 
sttion  of  Sentiments  put  forUi  b/  the  Penns/lvanfs  Yearly  Meeting  of  ProgrmsiTe  FrieD4^ 
recently  held  st  **  Old  Kennett,*  Chester  County,  was  presented  and  read.  The  inagnltud« 
and  importanoe  of  the  principles  embraced,  and  their  appositoness  to  the  preamit  waotB  <t 
society,  were  deeply  felt;  and  thto  meeting  earnestly  recommends  to  its  members  their  otH'P' 
oration  In  the  circuktion  of  the  document 

Signed  by  direction  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  CongregaUonal  Frionda,  held  tn  Waterioi^ 
ieneca  Coonty,  N.  Y^  fh>m  the  5th  to  the  Ttb  of  the  Sixth  month,  indoilvo,  1858. 

THOMAS  M^CLINTOCK,  >    ^  ^^ 
SHODA  Dk  GABMO,        \ 
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I.— SLAVERY. 

A  coNTOorAL  dropping  will  wear  away  the  rock.  The  constant  preach- 
ing of  trnth  and  righteousness  must  have  its  eSect  on  error  and  sin. 

"We  renew  our  protest  against  "  the  sura  of  all  villanies,"  Slavery.  By 
our  love  of  God  and  man,  we  are  admonished  to  consider  our  own  relation 
to  this  great  national  sin.  Desiring  to  use  our  influence  against  it,  wher- 
ever it  exists,  we  are  especially  bound  to  make  our  own  State  free  from  all 
direct  share  in  the  wrong. 

This  cannot  be,  so  long  as  every  foot  of  itsi  soil  remains,  as  now,  a 
hunting-ground  for  fugitive  slaves.  The  time  has  come  when  every  one  of 
the  so-called  free  States  should  declare  its  soil  truly  free,  and  prohibit,  by 
express  statute,  the  kidnapping  of  men  on  any  pretence.  One  State,  Ver- 
mont, has  already  done  this:  in  that  State  every  man  and  woman,  of 
whatever  color  or  condition,  is  legally  free,  and  cannot  be  enslaved.  In 
Massachusetts  and  New  York  a  similar  bill  has  been  reporteid,  and  very 
nearly  passed.  It  is  proper  that,  at  the  next  session  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Legislature,  a  vigorous  efCbrt  should  be  made  for  the  enactment  of  a  similar 
law,  and  we  call  upon  Progressive  Friends  to  take  efficient  action  for  that 
end. 

Where  human  liberty  is  concerned,  we  can  make  no  compromises. 
The  XT.  S.  Oonstitntion,  aa  usually  interpreted,  protects  and  sustains  slavery. 
Every  party  and  every  individual,  acting  politically  under  the  Oonstitntion, 
18  morally  a  partaker  in  this  guilt,  or  can  only  escape  from  it  by  insisting 
upon  an  anti-slavery  interpretation  of  this  instrument.  But  to  concede, 
as  roost  politicians  do,  the  pro-slavery  character  of  the  Oonstitntion,  and 
still  pledge  themselves,  when  required,  to  its  support,  is  a  gross  inconsistency 
and  an  injury  to  freedom.  The  same  Just  condemnation  waits  on  every 
religions  sect  which  joins  hands  with  the  oppressor,  or  fails  to  cooperate 
with  all  earnest  men,  upon  a  common  platform  of  anti-slavery  action. 

We  have  no  sympathy  with  those  who  idly  suppose  that  the  main  bat- 
tle with  slavery  has  already  been  ibught  On  the  contrary  we  foresee,  in 
the  future,  conflicts  greater,  perhaps,  than  any  in  the  past  The  audacious 
and  thus  far  succeeeful  efforts  for  th»  revival  of  the  slave-trade,  will  be 
sufficient  (were  there  nothing  else)  to  complicate  the  problem  yet  further, 
and  offer  new  issues  between  right  and  wrong.  May  we  be  faithful  to 
our  duty,  in  all  times  of  trial. 
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II.— CASTE. 

Among  the  namerous  evils  resulting  from  slavery  is  the  debasing  and 
cmel  inflaence  of  caste.  Where  one  particle  of  AfHcan  blood  is  found,  it  is 
made  an  excuse  for  insult  and  oppression.  Before  the  anti<slavery  agitation 
had  rebuked  this  sin,  there  was  no  sanctuary  for  the  colored  man,  no  motive 
to  emulation,  no  inducement  for  high  and  holy  aspiration  on  liis  part— no 
one  to  say,  *^  Friend,  come  up  higher.*'  In  consequence  of  that  agitation 
the  prejudice  of  color  is  visibly  abated,  so  that  in  some  of  the  educational 
institutions  of  the  country  colored  children  are  admitted  upon  equal  temu 
with  those  of  a  white  complexion.  We  have  in  this  State  at  least  one 
school  (Mr.  Sunderland^s,  at  Perkiomen  Bridge),  where  colored  girls  share 
equally  with  others  the  benefits  of  the  institution.  Notwithstanding 
these  exceptions,  however,  our  colored  brethren  are  still  subject  to  many 
indignities  and  privations  on  account  of  their  complexion.  They  are  de- 
nied many  of  the  rights  belonging  to  them  as  men.  In  most  of  the  States 
they  are  either  debarred  from  the  right  of  suflfhige,  or  permitted  to  excr- 
cbe  it  only  upon  arbitrary  and  unjust  conditions.  The  cruel  spirit  of  csste 
grinds  them  to  the  dost  We  enter  our  earnest  protest  against  this  sod- 
debasing  spirit,  and  will  exert  our  inflaence,  as  individuals  and  as  a  Beli- 
gious  Society,  to  counteract  and  destroy  it 

III.— SECTARIANISM. 

We  renew  our  protest  against  Sectarianism,  and  against  the  supersti- 
tions which  are  the  foundation  of  Sectarianism.  No  man  is  sectaritn 
merely  from  the  love  of  bigotry,  but  from  belief  in  some  superstition  which 
perverts  his  intellect  and  narrows  his  heart  We  therefore  proclaim  it  as 
the  first  and  most  essential  mission  of  our  movement  to  overthrow  sape^ 
stition  by  love,  reason  and  true  religion. 

Among  these  superstitions  we  include  kW  creeds  and  forms  which  re- 
gard Grod  as  a  stem  tyrant^  and  man  as  a  being  totally  depraved.  We 
consider  that  the  larger  and  more  conservative  sects  are  bound  to  a  system 
of  formalism  which  separates  them  from  practical  religion,  and  takes  the 
place  which  should  be  given  to  active  philanthropy.  We  hold  that  the 
smaller  and  more  progressive  sects  are  checked  and  weakened  by  the  want 
of  fidelity  to  their  own  principles,  and  by  bondage  to  the  "  letter  "  whid» 
'^  killeth.*'  We  protest  againt  the  idolatry  which  would  substitnte  a  book 
or  a  man  for  that  inner  light  which  lighteneth  every  man.  Recogoizhtf 
the  value  of  the  example  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth  and  of  portions  of  the  teafih- 
ings  of  the  Hebrew  and  Christian  Scriptures,  we  yet  assert  the  highest  au- 
thority to  lie  in  the  living  inspiration  which  God  gives  to  the  willing  ^ 
to-day. 

We  also  judge  the  existing  sects  by  the  mazimf  "  By  their  froits  J^ 
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shall  know  them,"  and  in  their  iodifference  to  the  actual  wrongs  of  socie- 
ty— to  intemperance,  to  slavery,  and  to  the  wrongs  of  woman — ^we  see 
melancholy  proofs  that  they  have  not  the  Divine  anthority  they  claim. 

IV.— MARRIAGE. 

We  regard  Marriage  as  an  institution  sacred  and  divine  in  its  ends,  hut 
too  often  degraded  hy  the  sensuality  and  tyranny  of  man,  and  the  depend- 
ent position  of  woman.  We  renounce  the  idea^  hitherto  asserted  by 
Church  and  State,  that  man  is  born  to  command  and  woman  to  obey.  We 
hold  to  the  absolute  equality  of  the  sexes,  as  to  rights  and  duties,  and  con- 
demn all  laws  and  usages  which  deny  this.  We  claim  for  woman  the  right 
of  free  speech,  of  suffrage,  and  just  compensation  for  labor.  Especially  do 
we  claim  for  her  the  supreme  control  of  her  own  person,  and  utterly  deny 
the  right  of  any  husband  to  force  upon  his  wife  the  sacred  duties  of  ma- 
ternity, against  her  will. 

v.— SPIRITUALISM. 

While  many  of  our  number  have  had  no  opportunity  for  personal  in- 
vestigation into  the  alleged  phenomena  of  spiritualism,  we  can  yet  agree 
in  admitting  the  increasing  importance  of  the  investigation.  It  is  useless 
to  oppose,  by  ridicule  or  bigotry,  a  belief  which  has  taken  so  strong  a  hold 
upon  many  of  the  most  intelligent  and  virtuous  portion  of  the  community. 
Lamenting  the  delusions  and  errors  which  ofren  accompany  it,  as  they  are 
apt  to  accompany  new  ideas,  we  cannot  but  be  grateful  for  the  power  it 
is  exerting  to  break  up  sectarianism,  enlighten  individual  miuds,  and  ele- 
vate the  lives  of  many.  To  remove  the  terrors  which  superstition  has 
thrown  around  death  and  immortality  is  a  task  worthy  of  the  joint  efforts 
of  men  and  angels. 

YI.— EDUCATION. 

This  subject  has  employed  the  pens,  talents,  and  influence  of  many  of 
our  wisest  men  and  women ;  still,  the  subject  is  not  exhausted,  and  we 
find  many  things  that  are  objectionable  in  the  popular  systems  of  educa- 
tion. We  deem  it  of  the  first  importance  that  boys  and  girls  should  be 
edncated  together,  and  that  the  same  studies  should  be  pursued  by  both. 
The  studies  that  fit  the  son  for  the  actual  dnties  of  life  are  equally  necessar/ 
for  the  daughter.  Education,  in  every  department,  should  be  thorough 
and  practical,  that  the  pupil  may  be  prepared  thereby  for  usefulness  in  the 
common  relations  of  life.  There  is  much  in  our  popular  institutions  of 
learning  tliat  should  be  reformed.  We  deplore,  especially,  the  spirit  of 
sectarianism  that  prevails  in  too  many  of  them,  and  we  think  it  desirable 
that  an  institution  of  learning  should  be  established,  to  which  we  may 
send  our  sons  and  daughters,  in  full  confidence  that  they  will  not  be  con- 
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tamiDated  by  tliis  spirit,  and  where  they  may  be  trained  for  tbe  highest 
iisefalne88,  and  prepared  to  fill  with  honor  positions  in  advance  of  those 
who  have  gone  before.  " 

YII.— PHYSICAL  EDUCATION. 

If  we  concede  that  '*  Life  is  real — life  is  earnest,'^  then  experience  and 
progress  demand  that  the  training  of  mind  and  body  should  eroancipate 
the  race  from  disease.  For  life  can  neither  be  real  nor  earnest  while  per- 
verted and  weakened  by  disease. 

We  believe  that  all  systems  of  education  are  wrong  which  persist  in 
developing  the  mind  at  the  expense  of  the  body,  and  we  urge  the  stndy  of 
Physiology  in  schools,  and  its.  practical  application  in  families.  We  do 
this,  hoping  that  Physical  Education  and  the  science  of  Health  may  be 
taken  from  the  mere  professional  teacher  and  elevated  to  the  dignity  of 
life-culture,  as  a  branch  of  natural  religion ;  that  the  sacredness  attached 
to  Life  in  general  may  hallow  and  consecrate  its  minor  as  well  as  its  major 
offices.  To  this  end  we  recommend  that  fathers  and  mothers  be  edacated, 
and  qualified  to  instruct  their  sons  and  daughters  in  the  laws  of  general 
Health,  especially  as  regards  the  relation  of  the  sexes. 

We  recommend  that  gymnastic  and  athletic  exercises  be  systematically 
used  to  discipline  the  body,  as  well  as  out-door  labor,  and  that  school  sys- 
tems should  be  so  arranged  that  time  and  means  will  be  given  for  this 
purpose.  We  recommend  also  that  great  care  should  be  taken  to  prevent 
an  over- working  of  the  bodies  of  children,  where  it  is  necessary  that  they 
should  perform  actual  labor ;  that  in  selecting  trades,  regard  should  be 
had  to  their  physical  adaptations ;  and  that  cleanliness  and  a  healthful 
diet  should  be  made  matters  of  conscience  and  not  left  to  chance  or  con- 
venience. We  recognize  also  the  importance  of  cheerfulnesss,  mirthful- 
ness,  and  music,  as  promoters  of  health  of  body  and  mind,  and  aids  to 
general  culture. 

VIII.— TEMPERANCE. 

Desiring  to  be  earnest  and  faithful  in  our  efforts  to  improve  the  con- 
dition of  the  people,  and  increase  the  happiness  of  the  community,  we  re- 
iterate our  oft-repeated  testimony  in  favor  of  total  abstinence  from  the  use 
of  all  intoxicating  liquors  as  a  beverage.  ^*  Touch  not,  taste  not,  handle 
"toot  '^  this  fire-king,  which  has  power  to  destroy  all  the  noble  attributes  of 
humanity.  We  sliall  not  offer  an  elaborate  argument  to  prove  the  pe^ 
nioioBs  effects  of  intoxicating  drinks  upon  society.  *^  Intemperance  comes 
with  noiseless  step,  and  binds  its  first  cords  with  a  touch  too  light  to  be 
felt  This  truth  of  mournful  experience  should  be  treasured  up  by  os  all. 
and  should  induence  the  habits  and  arrangements  of  domestic  and  social 
life  in  every  class  of  the  community."  In  illustration  of  the  effects  of  in- 
toxicating drinks  upon  the  human  system,  we  point  to  the  bloated  counte- 
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nance  and  trembling  form  of  the  poor  inebriate.  For  its  demoralizing 
effects  upon  society,  we  point  to  the  records  of  the  criminal  conrts,  the 
history  of  a  large  portion  of  the  inmates  of  our  poor-houses,  and  the  deso- 
late home,  and  the  disconsolate  wife,  and  neglected  children  of  the  drnnk- 
ard.  We  pledge  ourselves  anew  to  labor  for  the  removal  of  this  terrible 
Tiee,  with  faith  that,  as  truth  is  stronger  than  error,  virtne  than  vice,  our 
efforts  will  not  be  unavailing. 

IX.— TOBACCO.* 

We  cannot  be  true  to  our  convictions  of  duty  without  renewing,  most 
emphatically,  our  protest  against  the  use  of  this  noisome  plant,  in  the 
various  forms  in  which  it  is  prepared  for  chewing,  smoking  and  snuflSng. 
We  are  fully  aware  of  the  great  pecuniary  interest  involved  in  this  ques- 
tiod.  Its  commercial  importance  places  it  upon  the  same  scale  with  in- 
toxicating liquors ;  and  while  we  would  seriously  invite  the  attention  of 
those  who  are  engaged  in  the  production,  manufacture,  and  sale  of  this 
poisonous  weed,  to  the  consideration  of  the  evils  resulting  from  its  use 
to  the  physical  and  mental  condition  of  mankind,  we  know  full  well, 
that,  as  long  as  the  consumption  continues,  there  will  be  a  constant  supply 
furnished.  Our  appeal  therefore  is  more  especially  to  those  who  create 
this  demand ;  let  it  be  cut  off,  and  the  supply  will  cease.  We  shall  then 
see  the  tobacco  fields  of  free  Ohio  and  Connecticut,  as  well  as  those  of  the 
slave  States,  converted  into  corn  and  wheat  fields,  thus  greatly  increasing 
the  useful  and  necessary  products  of  our  country.  How  shall  this  desir- 
able end  be  accomplished  ?  We  answer,  hy  total  abstinence  from  the  use  of 
the  article.  Chew  not^  smoJce  not,  snvffnot  Many  of  you,  who  are  now 
slaves  to  these  practices,  are  conscious  that  your  health  is  impaired,  jour 
happiness  decreased,  that  you  are  impoverished  mentally  and  pecuniarily, 
that  you  are  transmitting  to  posterity  the  seeds  of  disease  and  a  depraved 
appetite,  and  constantly  rendering  yourselves  obnoxious  to  your  best 
friends  by  your  indulgence.  Will  yon  not  consider  this  matter,  and  imme- 
diately resolve  to  burst  asunder  the  chains  that  bind  you,  and  throw  off 
the  incubus  that  is  destroying  your  vitality,  and  rendering  you  offensive 
to  the  friends  of  personal  purity  ?  If  only  upon  the  grounds  of  common 
decency  and  comfort,  we  entreat  you,  friends,  to  give  this  subject  that 
consideration  its  importance  demands.  Let  it  be  agitated  on  all  proper 
occasions ;  let  us  discourage  the  use  of  tobacco  under  all  circumstances — 
in  the  social  circle,  in  public  conveyances,  and  in  our  prisons,  where  it  is 
often  furnished  in  mistaken  kindness,  and  tends  only  to  strengthen  a 
suppressed  appetite  for  strong  drink.  Our  efforts  to  establish  a  healthful 
condition  of  the  moral  constitution  can  only  be  made  successful  by  first 
establishing  habits  of  personal  cleanliness  and  purity  of  life. 

*  Persons  wishing  to  circulate  tracts,  exposing  the  evil  effects  of  using  tobacco,  may  ob- 
tain a  Taricty,  on  very  moderate  terms,  upon  application  to  Gzokok  TmAftK,  Fitcbburg,  Mass.,. 
who  has  for  many  years  been  deroted  to  this  reform. 
8 
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X.— TREATMENT  OF  CRIMINALS. 

A  sister  or  a  brother  has'offeoded  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  the  penalty 
is  to  be  adraiDistered. 

Ignorance,  improper  training  and  nnfortnnate  example,  most  probablj, 
have  been  active  agents  in  producing  the  crime,  and  the  legal  penalty 
should  be  inflicted  with  judgment,  always  in  the  spirit  of  a  sorrowful  duty 
and  kind  admonition,  never  in  a  spirit  of  revenge.  It  should  be  carefully 
graded.  It  is  not  proper  that  those  who  are  convicted  for  vagrancy,  in- 
temperance, and  other  slight  oflTences,  should  be  subjected  to  the  same 
punishment  as  those  who  commit  greater  crimes.  For  such  we  would 
recommend  Houses  of  Correction  as  an  intermediate  mode,  whereby  there 
will  be  a  milder  restraint  of  liberty,  and,  at  the  same  time,  such  work  re- 
quired as  will  teach  some  trade  or  business.  Farms  should  be  taken  for 
this  purpose,  and  a  love  fur  agriculture  encouraged.  Those  having  charge 
of  prisoners  should  be  kind  and  gentle,  educating  their  moral  and  intellec- 
tual faculties,  so  as  to  fit  them  for  useful  lives  afler  their  release. 

Prison  Societies — to  have  a  supervision  over  the  prisons,  and  for  visit- 
ing the  prisoners  in  the!r  cells,  sympathizing  with  and  encouraging  them 
— should  be  formed  in  every  County.  Close  attention  should  be  paid  to 
the  sanitary  condition  of  prisons,  and,  under  the  separate  system,  a  little 
garden  should,  if  possible,  be  attached  to  each  cell,which,  in  its  cultivation, 
would  go  far  to  refine  and  reform  tlie  prisoner. 

We  regard  capital  punbhment  as  a  policy  at  once  mistaken,  ruiDons, 
and  unwarranted.  The  history  of  crime  proves  its  entire  inefficiency  to 
produce  the  results  desired,  and  we  feel  called  upon  to  intercede  for  the 
poor  unfortunate  murderer,  that  he  may  be,  if  possible,  allowed  the  long- 
est time  for  repentance  tliat  his  natural  life  will  admit. 

XL— WAR, 

We  are  constrained  to  renew  our  testimony  against  War  as  wrong  in 
itself,  and  therefore  unjustifiable  in  any  circumstances.  We  believe  it 
to  be  the  duty  of  mankind  to  "  love  their  enemies,"  to  "  render  to  no  man 
evil  for  evil,"  "  to  overcome  evil  with  good,"  and  to  rely  upon  the  power 
of  truth  and  love  for  the  protection  of  life,  liberty  and  property. 

The  foregoing  Testimonies  were  adopted  by  the  Pennsylvania  Yearly 
Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends  in  1859. 

JOSEPH_A.J)UGpALE,  ) 


ELIZABETH  JACKSON,  V  Clerks. 
OLIVER  JOHNSON,        ) 
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TuE  desire  to  acquire  and  accumulate  property  is  so  common  and  se- 
ductive, that  it  naturally  tends  to  excess,  and  becomes  produptive  of  evil. 
The  possessory  feeling  seems  to  be  one  of  the  earliest  traits  of  our»being, 
and  while  conscious  of  the  benefits  that  result  from  its  proper  exercise, 
we  cannot  overlook  the  unhappy  results  of  its  insatiety. 

"  Trade  it  may  help,  society  extend. 
But  lures  the  pirate  and  corrupts  the  friend ; 
It  raises  armies  in  a  natfon's  aid, 
But  bribes  a  Senate,  and  Ihc  land's  betrayed." 

Believing  that  the  welfare  of  a  nation  is  dependent  upon  the  well-being 
of  each  individual  member  of  it,  and  that  neither  riches  nor  poverty  are 
most  conducive  to  happiness,  we  regard  it  as  the  duty  as  well  as  the  inter- 
est of  every  one  to  labor  earnestly  and  ]>ractically  to  produce  greater  equal- 
ity in  the  condition  of  all,  and  avert  the  tendency  of  the  age  to  make  the  • 
rich  richer  apd  the  poor  poorer.  We  would  open  to  all,  especially  in  the 
commencement  of  life,  equal  opportunities  for  a  successful  and  happy  ex- 
istence. 

However  various  may  be  the  means  proposed  to  effect  these  objects, 
we  should  be  sure  to  use  some  means  that  shall  proclaim  our  faith,  that 
not  wealth,  but  a  noble  character,  is  the  "  pearl  of  great  price  "  and  the 
true  standard  of  respectability. 

While  we  would  urge  upon  every  one  to  work  in  his  own  way  to  ac- 
complish this  end,  we  would  ask  attention  to  the  following  propositions,  or 
measures,  which,  with  many  others,  will  be  perfectly  practicable,  so  soon 
as  the  people  "  will  to  have  it  so.'' 

There  should  be  an  effectual  prohibition  of  a  monopoly  of  the  soil. 
Centralization  is  the  parent  of  injustice,  and  monopolies  of  all  kinds  are 
detrimental  to  the  best  interests  of  society.  Everv  one  who  has  not  ren- 
dered himself  criminally  unworthy  should  be  entitled  to  a  fair  share  of  the 
bountiful  and  Impartial  inheritance  spread  before  us  by  qfiv  loving  Father 
— the  material  elements — the  sunlight,  air,  water,  soil,  and  all  spontaneous 
growths. 

To  develop  and  make  such  use  of  these  as  will  contribute  to  the  sup- 

f)ort  of  life  and  the  welfare  of  the  community  is  the  noble  prerogative  of 
abor,  both  mental  and  physical.  The  more  we  can  stimulate  and  dignify 
this  worh  of  man,  the  more  we  shall  improve  the  whole  social  system. 

Legitimate  property  is  something  produced  by  the  labor  or  invention 
of  man,  operating  upon  material  elements,  or  in  the  region  of  thought ;  and 
such  productions  are  the  onlv  just  basis  of  capital,  the  amount  and  use  cf 
which  should  be  very  carefully  regulated. 

Upon  those  who  possess  a  genius  for  acquiring  wealth,  we  would  urge 
that  the  frnits  of  that  genius  are  not  exclusively  theirs ;  they  are  only  stew- 
ards, placed  over  it  for  the  greatest  good  of  all.  As  our  intellectual,  moral, 
and  spiritual  gifts  were  not  intended  to  guide  and  enrich  ourselves  alone, 
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but  to  enlighteD  and  improve  our  fellow-men,  so  our  pecuniary  abilities 
and  opportunities  should  be  used  for  the  welfare  of  the  whole  human  fami- 
ly. We  should  be  unwilling  to  put  any  unhealthfnl  restraint  upon  this  good 
work.     Wealth  acquired  for  this  object  will  not  militate  against  virtue. 

Taxes  should  be  levied  upon  a  rising  scale ;  so  that  the  millionnaire  shall 
pay  more  for  the  support  of  government  than  a  million  of  men  who  have 
not  a  dollar  that  they  can  spare  without  serious  discomfort 

Changes  should  be  made  in  the  laws  of  inheritance,  and  of  the  trans- 
mission of  property,  so  that  future  generations  shall  not  be  deprived  of  the 
benefits  to  which  they  may  aspire,  and  wealth  not  be  accumulated  in  a  few 
hands,  to  cause  the  ruin  of  the  possessors. 

While  we  wish  to  be  abundantly  liberal  in  guaranteeing  to  all  men 
every  legitimate  property  right,  we  see  a  necessity  for  limiting  the  amount 
that  rilay  be  acquired  by  inheritance.  *^  The  thing  inherited  is  not  really 
possessed  by  the  heir.'*  Where  there  has  been  no  exercise  of  brain  or 
muscle  in  creating  or  endowing,  no  fortuitous  circumstances  of  birth  or 
station  can  give  a  prior  or  exclusive  ownership  to  that  which  is  the  com- 
mon inheritance  of  all.  They  have  not  toorkea  for  it,  cannot,  really,  own 
it,  and  no  one  could  feel  it  a  hardship  to  have  the  amount  thus  bequeathed 
limited  by  law.  This  restriction  should  not  be  such  as  to  prevent  the  ac- 
cumulation of  enough  for  all  the  ordinary  wants  of  life.  But  when  it  ex- 
ceeds this,  when  it  would  contribute  to  vain  show,  or  improper  power,  it 
should  be  distributed  so  as  to  benefit  the  destitute,  and  provide  a  thoroagh 
education,  with  good  business  opportunities,  to  the  young. 

Honest  industry  should  be  encouraged  and  protected.  Labcr  must  not 
be  despised.  Corporations  that  have  caused  work  to  be  done  should  be 
held  to  pay  those  who  have  done  the  work,  if  their  agents — the  contrac- 
tors or  sub-contractors — fail  to  pay  them. 

Employers  should  regard  their  employed  more  in  the  light  of  partners. 
They  should  pav  them  a  fair  equivalent  for  their  work,  and  not  continoal- 
ly  grind  them  down  to  the  lowest  point.  They  should  ad  vance  their  wages 
according  to  their  deserts,  without  being  driven  to  it  by  a  demand  or 
** strike."  Such  a  course  would  advance  the  comfort  and  interest  of  both 
parties. 

The  sale  and  distribution  of  the  Public  Lands,  by  the  Government, 
is  a  very  mistaken  policy.  Tliere  should  be  an  effectual  stop  put  to  the 
swindling  process  carried  on  of  late  years,  whereby  speculator^  the  favor- 
ites of  government^  are  permitted  to  monopolize  most  of  the  best  lands. 
Emigrants,  full  of  honest  enterprise,  are  imposed  upon,  and  the  progress  of 
civilization  retarded.  The  actual  settler  should  receive,  say  160  acres  of 
land,  and  all  the  rights  of  the  pioneer-life  should  be  carefully  guarded. 

AH  lands  aild  buildings  used  for  demoralizing  purposes — brothels, 
dramshops,  gambling-places,  bull-baitings,  cock-fights,  &c, — should  be 
forfeited  to  the  community  in  which  they  are  doing  so  much  damage,  and 
the  proceeds  converted  to  purposes  of  education  and  public  enlightenment 

The  same  course  should  be  pursued  with  all  property  that  is  not  faith- 
fully registered  in  some  public  office,  or,  that  is  withheld  or  intentionally 
undervalued. 

In  considering  this  subject,  we  have  become  acquainted  with  its  magni- 
tude and  importance,  and  are  fully  sensible  that  we  have  but  imperfectly 
presented  it  We  would  recommend  it  to  the  attention  of  the  friends  of 
.reform  and  progress,  urging  the  potent  influence  of  social  and  individual 
effort  to  secure  these  desirable  ends. 

Alfred  H.  Lovb,  ^ 

Thomas  Garrett,  >  Committee. 

William  Lloyd,    S 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


€(iXXtB]^fiix^tntt.* 


GENERAL  EPISTLE 

0/  the  Pennsylvania  Yearly  Meeting  of  Progressite  Friends^  held  at 
Longwood^  Cheater  County^  on  the  2^th,  SOth  and  Zlst  of  the  Fifth 
months  and  the  1st  of  the  Sixth  months  1859. 

Belotkd  Fbiends  : — On  one  of  the  brightest  days  in  the  year,  the 
very  air  freighted  with  health-inspiring  vitality,  the  whole  land  teeming 
with  life,  and  all  the  trees  in  the  wood  clad  in  beauty,  the  Pennsylvania 
Yearly  Meeting  convened  to  worship  God  by  a  oneness  of  purpose  in 
acknowledging  our  obligations  to  do  good  lo  man  in  works  of  charity  and 
love.  Such  an  immense  multitude  came  together,  that,  an  hour  before 
the  appointed  time,  the  house  was  crowded  to  its  utmost  capacity,  while 
thousands  were  left  standing  in  God's  greaj  temple,  the  open  air. 

Beligious  exercises  commenced  nearly  simultaneously  in  and  outside  of 
the  building,  and  were  continued  through  the  day.  The  distinctive  idea 
of  our  movement  was  presented  with  clearness  ana  listened  to  with  mani- 
fest attention.  Many  are  awaking  out  of  the  long  Arctic  night  of  theologi- 
cal darkness,  and  beginning  to  comprehend  the  truth,  that  the  strongest 
bond  of  union  is  a  oneness  of  spirit  and  purpose,  an  acknowledgment  of 
allegiance  to  the  unchanging  principles  of  justice  and  truth.  We  repu- 
diate the  false  wisdom  which  attempts  to  satisfy  the  wants  of  human  na- 
ture by  making  rational  beings  think  alike,  and  binding  the  living  soul  of 
to-day  to  the  musty  creeds  and  rituals  of  the  past.  Away  with  such  con- 
summate folly,  such  spiritual  insanity  I  Truth  is  the  rock  designed  in  the 
Government  of  God  to  sustain  the  moral  universe. 

We  reach  out  our  hands  to  you,  over  rivers  and  mountains,  as  the 
lightning  overleaps  all  geographical  boundaries.  You  know  "all  matter 
is  a  vacuum,  and  the  soul  runs  through  it  as  electricity  runs  through 
iron."  We  want  to  grasp  your  hands  and  touch  your  hearts,  and  make 
yon  feel  the  pulses  of  our  love.  An  inspired  seer  of  this  century  has 
said,  *'  It  is  very  certain  that  it  is  the  effect  of  conversation  with  the 
beauty  of  the  soul  to  beget  a  desire  and  need  to  impart  to  others  the  same 
knowledge  and  love.  If  utterance  is  desired,  the  thought  lies  like  a  bur- 
den on  the  man.  Always  the  seer  is  a  sayer.  Somehow  his  dream  is 
told;  somehow  he  publishes  it  with  solemn  joy;  sometimes  with  pencil 
on  canvas ;  sometimes  in  towers  and  aisles  of  granite  his  soul's  worship 
is  builded ;  sometimes  in  anthems  of  infinite  music ;  but  clearest  and  most 
permanent,  in  words.  Courage,  pietv,  love,  wisdom,  can  teach,  and  every 
man  can  open  his  door  to  these  angels,  and  tliey  shall  bring  him  the  gift 
of  tongues.    But  the  man  who  aims  to  speak  as  books  enable,  as  synod  b 

*  Want  of  space  compels  lu  tu  omit  two  or  three  letters  and  abbreviate  others. 
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use,  a9  the  fashion  guide?,  and  as  interest  commands,  babbles ;  let  him 
hush." 

We  want  a  religion  that  inculcates  a  righteousness  so  universal  and 
practical,  that  every  one  can  understand  it  as  easily  as  his  senses  can  enjoy 
the  beauties  of -creation  ;  a  religion  that  shows  forth  its  usefulness  bvsome 
tangible  good  works  ;  a  religion  that  tlie  merchant  can  take  with  him  to 
the  counting-room,  and  draw  upon  it  at  sight,  and  use  it  in  all  his  busi- 
ness transactions ;  one  that  the  lawyer  can  take  witli  him  into  court,  refer 
to  it  as  to  his  law-book,  preventing  him  from  defending  a  client,  knowing 
him  to  be  guilty,  under  promise  ot  good  pay ;  one  that  the  farmer  can  take 
with  him  into  the  field  and  whistle  it  out  as  he  follows  the  plow,  sows  bis 
seed,  and  harvests  the  rich  bounties  of  heaven ;  a  religion  so  practical  and 
simple  that  every  one  can  worship  as  he  labors.  There  is  just  such  a  reli- 
gion revealed  to  every  one  who  will  examine  the  text-book  of  his  own  na- 
ture. The  second-hand  beliefs,  about  which  there  is  so  much  controversy 
and  dissension,  are  unprofitable,  and  detract  from  the  purity  of  truth. 
Uow  can  we  expect  to  bring  the  world  to  a  state  of  high  morality  while 
we  divide  on  mere  points  of  doctrine  ?  Let  us  cheer  and  cherish,  rather 
than  censure  and  condemn.  There  is  some  good  in  every  one,  and,  if  we 
will  water  and  watch  it,  how  it  will  grow  1  Accept  this  gootl  wherever 
found.  Let  us  act  well  our  part,  yet  boast  not  of  our  own  sanctity, 
nor  seek  to  elevate  ourselves  by  disparaging  others.  The  world  is  prone 
to  censure  :  too  often  crimination  and  recrimination  seem  the  order  of  the 
day.  But  let  us  remember  there  is  one  Immaculate  Judge,  who  is  all  love, 
and  His  wisdom  and  omnipotence  are  impartial. 

Example  is  a  magnet  by  which  our  fellow-men  can  be  attracted  to- 
wards the  truth.  If  the  same  talent,  time  and  car©  that  are  applied  to 
the  building  up  of  sects  and  sectarianism,  were  devoted  to  the  advance- 
ment of  good  morals,  what  an  impetus  would  be  given  to  the  cause  of 
humanity ! 

Wo  have  been  cheered  by  the  reception  of  letters  from  other  meetings 
and  from»individuals  in  sympathy  with  us.  We  have  been  edified  and  com- 
forted by  the  presence  and  labors  of  several  friends  from  distant  places; 
among  them  the  venerable  GniFFrrn  M.  Cooper,  of  Wayne  county,  N.  T^ 
who,  in  early  life,  was  a  commander  of  a  U.  S.  Man-of-War,  and  who  sub- 
sequently became  a  man  of  peace  and  a  minister  of  the  gospel  which  bring- 
eth  good  tidings  of  great  joy  to  all  people.  Now,  in  his  old  Age,  he  lays 
down  his  reputation  as  a  member  of  a  sect,  and  cooperates  with  the  Pro- 
gressive Friends  in  the  promulgation  of  their  anti-sectarian  and  reforma- 
tory principles.  Of  Thomas  W.  IIiggixsox  and  his  eloquent  words  of  fire  and 
love  we  will  not  speak,  for  he  is  known  to  the  friends  of  progress  through- 
out tlie  country.  Jssao  Tbescott,  of  Ohio,  has  uttered  brave  and  manly 
words  among  us.  John  Bebson,  the  indefatigable  friend  of  the  American 
Aborigines,  has  made  the  hearts  of  many  to  feel  that  eflRcient  measures 
should  be  adopted  to  save  the  remnant  of  that  outraged  people.  Wakb- 
NAN  Penfieij),  from  Ohio,  a  venerable  minister  among  the  Wesleyan 
Methodists,  was  attracted  by  his  knowledge  of  our  movement  to  come 
several  hundred  miles'for  the  express  purpose  of  mingling  in  our  delibera- 
tions. John  H.  W.  Tooiiby,  of  Cleveland,  brought  the  subject  of  physical 
culture  before  the  Meeting  in  a  manner  to  excite  manifest  interest. 

We  have  had,  as  usual,  a  Committee  on  Testimonies,  which  has  reported 
upon  the  following  subjects,  viz.:  Slavery,  Caste,  fc>ectarianism,  Marriage, 
Spiritualism,  Education,  Physical  Education,  Temperance,  Tobacco,  Treat- 
ment of  Criminals,  War.  These  topics  have  elicited  a  great  deal  of  discus- 
sion, which,  wo  hope,  has  been  productive  of  lasting  benefit,  by  awaken- 
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ing  new  thoughts  and  inBpirlDg  new  efforts  in  the  cause  of  truth.  It  is 
manifest  to  Us  that  at  least  some  among  us,  since  last  year,  have  gained 
new  light,  and  been  enabled  to  take  higher  and  purer  ground  than  they 
occupied  before. 

Our  Committee  on  Missions  have  held  several  meetings  and  conventions 
in  different  sections  of  the  country,  wl)ich  were  often  attended  by  large 
numbers  of  interested  auditors,  who  evinced  a  hearty  interest  in  our  prin- 
ples. 

The  growing  interest  in  our  movement  has  been  sucli  that  the  ground 
belonging  to  the  Longwood  property  was  found  too  small  for  the  people  to 
stand  upon.  The  Board  of  Trustees  of  that  property  submitted  a  proposi- 
tion, that  some  acres  of  adjoining  ground  be  purchased  with  a  view  of  bet- 
ter accommodating  the  Yearly  Meeting.  The  suggestion  was  received 
with  acclamation,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  secure  the  purchase  imme- 
diately. 

In  conclusion,  dear  friends,  we  bid  you  an  affectionate  farewell.  May 
love,  mercy,  and  peace  be  with  you  all. 

Signed  on  behalf  and  by  direction  of  the  Pennsylvania  Yearly  Meeting 
of  Progressive  Friends  at  Longwood,  Sixth  month  1st,  1859. 

Joseph  A.  Duodalx,  }  % 
Elizabeth  Jackson,  >  Clerks. 
Oliver  Johnson,       ) 


PROM  THE  WATERLOO   YEARLY  MEETING. 

Dear  Brethren  and  Sisters: — Your  letter  was  read  at  our  meet- 
ing on  the  morning  of  tKe  7th,  and  evidently  sent  a  thrill  of  pleasure 
through  our  whole  body.  TVe  are  instructed  oy  the  meeting  to  respond 
most  cordially  to  your  assurances  of  fraternal  affection  and  earnest  co- 
operation in  the  great  work  we  have  mutually  commenced,  a  work,  the 
magnitude  and  importance  of  which  you  so  justly  appreciate. 

As  the  religious  sentiment  is  the  basis  of  excellence  in  the  character  of 
individuals,  and  religious  principle  the  only  sure  foundation  of  true  moral- 
ity in  social  life,  and  in  the  several  departments  of  civil  government,  all 
error  touching  the  nature  and  spirit  of  religion  is  more  deleterious  and 
disastrous  than  any  other  kind  of  error. 

Our  specific  work  is  the  reformation  of  the  religion  of  our  country  and 
the  world.  To  this  the  purest  and  best  men  of  successive  oges  have  con- 
secrated themselves.  These  all,  in  their  turn,  have  been  denounced  by 
their  generations  as  heretics  and  inlidcls,  but  succeeding  ages  have  blessed 
them,  and  have  accepted  in  some  measure  the  improvement  which  they 
lived  and  perhaps  died  to  effect.  Wo,  brethren  and  sisters,  must  not 
count  it  strange  if  we  suffer  somewhat  as  they  have  suffered,  who  have 
gone  before  us  in  this  labor  of  love.  Misrepresentation,  reproach,  obloquy, 
we  may  not  escape.  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  one  of  the  purest,  holiest  of  the 
SODS  of  God,  was  denounced  as  the  prince  of  devi|^  and  was  crucified  as 
the  worst  of  malefactors.  If,  therefore,  we  attempt  in  our  day  and  gen- 
eration a  work  as  radical  as  bis,  we  must  expect  that  the  ^*  Scribes  and 
Pharisees  "  will  malign  and  execrate  us,  and  should  be  grateful  that,  in 
our  country,  they  have  not  power  to  do  us  any  further  harm.  Let  us  see 
to  it,  brethren  and  sisters,  tliat  we  give  them  no  just  cause  of  offence,  and 
then  take  patiently  whatever  ill  treatment  they  may  bestow. 

First  of  all,  let  us  seek  after  the  truth  of  God,  and  the  righteousness  of 
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God,  receive  these  into  our  hearts,  and  make  them  manifest  in  onr  Hves; 
then  may  we  be  the  means  of  persuading  the  erring  and  sinful  to  embrace 
and  obey  them.  Yon  will  see  in  the  resolntions  passed  at  this  onr  Eleventh 
Yearly  ifeeting,  that  we  have  attempted  to  define  clearly  the  true  religioR 
in  contrast  with  the  false,  which  is  so  extensively  palmed  off  upon  the 
people  as  orthodox  and  evangelical,  that  false  religion,  which  would  en- 
courage men  to  suppose  that  the^  may  worship  God  acceptably,  and  serve 
him  worthily,  while  at  the  same  time  they  are  shutting  their  ej-es  to  the 
wrongs  and  sufferings  of  fellow-men,  aye,  while  they  are  helping  even  to 
bind  heavy  burdens  and  galling  yokes  upon  tlie  poor  and  the  enslaved, 
or  speculating  mercilessly  in  their  necessities,  or  making  merchandise  of 
their  bodies  and  souls. 

Blessed  be  God,  the  most  encouraging  sign  of  onr  times  is  the  prevalent 
and  increasing  distrust  of  this,  so  called,  orthodox  or  evangelical  religion. 
This  distrust  is  scarcely  less  general  than  the  much  vaunted  Revival,  th«t 
has  been  overspreading  our  country  for  the  last  three  or  four  months. 
Almost  everywhere  may  be  found  persons,  individuals  of  high  ecclesiasti- 
tical  and  social  position,  who  may  continue  to  attend  the  services  of  the 
churches,  but  who  frankly  confess  that  they  do  not  believe  the  creeds. 
In  many  places  may  be  found  bodies  of  men  and  women  who  are  seeking 
the  supply  of  their  religions  wants  no  longer  at  the  broken  cisterns,  but  at 
the  living  fountain. 

The  writings  of  William  Ellery  Channing  arc  still  sought  after  with 
unabated  avidity ;  and  writers  whose  spirits  are  kindred  to  his,  both  in 
this  country  and  in  Europe,  are  becoming  more  numerous,  and  are  more 
generally  received  as  the  chosen  teachers  of  the  people.  The  sermons  ind 
addresses  of  few  men  are  so  much  read  and  admired,  notwithstanding  tlieir 
sometimes  too  great  severity  of  censure  and  bitterness  of  sarcasm,  as 
those  by  Theodore  Parker.  Ilis  preaching,  too,  is  attended  every  Sunday 
by  the  largest  congregation  in  the  metropolis  of  New  England  ;  and  tliat 
other  still  more  popular,  because,  in  some  respects,  a  little  more  orthodox 
preacher — Henry  Ward  Beecher — in  the  very  focus  of  American  life,  is 
continually  giving  utterance,  in  the  hearing  of  thousands,  to  rational  senti- 
ments respecting  God,  human  nature,  and  human  destiny,  expressing  tlie 
most  generous  sympathies  for  the  wronged  and  suffering,  and  suggesting 
to  the  erring  and  sinful  the  unfailing  tests  of  truth  and  holiness. 

The  egregious  misconduct  of  the  managers  of  the  American  Bible  i^ 
ciety,  and  the  still  more  monstrous  immorality  of  the  American  Tract  So- 
ciety, cannot  fail  to  emancipate  multitudes  more  from  their  thraldom  to 
the  American  Church,  with  its  gloomy  theology,  and  bring  them  to  look 
at  religion  and  duty,  God  and  man,  in  the  light  of  common  sense  and  ex- 
perience. 

Moreover,  the  now  undeniable  and  unscrupulous  devotion  of  the  Ge- 
neral Government  to  its  own  aggrandizement,  and  to  the  service  of  tbe 
slaveholding  oligarchy,  which  is  unquestionably  "  the  supreme  power 
behind  the  throne,"  has  exonerated  tlie  friends  of  impartial  liberty  from 
their  allegiance  to  that  which  has  become  a  tyranny  instead  of  a  just  gov- 
ernment, and  has  mad*  inevitable  a  radical  revolution  in  the  State  as  well 
as  in  the  Church  of  our  country. 

For  these  religious  and  political  revolutions  it  behooves  ns  solemnly  to 
prepare  ourselves.  In  them  it  will  be  incumbent  upon  us  to  act  an  effi- 
cient part ;  doing  what  we  may  to  prevent  the  excesses,  and  patiently  bear- 
insT  the  burdens,  and  making  the  sacrifices,  incidental  to  such  great  changes. 
Not  only  must  the  enslaved  be  emancipated,  but  the  entire  co^quality  of 
the  female  with  the  male  sex,  in  political  as  well  as  domestic  life,  is  to  be 
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recognized  and  Beonred,  and  the  relations  of  capital  and  labor  are  to  be 
better  defined,  that  the  burdens  of  society  may  be  more  jostly  disposed. 

In  all  these  bencfioent  undertakings,  we  gratefully  acknowledge  the 
services  rendered  by  the  Liberator,  the  Anti-Slavery  Standard,  the  Anti- 
Slavery  Bugle,  and  the  Practical  Cliri«tian.  The  recent  sermons  of  Theo- 
dore Parker  on  "  True  and  False  Theology,"  "  True  and  False  Revivals," 
and  **  The  Revival  tliat  we  need ; "  also  the  sermon  of  A.  D.  Mayo  of  Al- 
bany on  **  The  Revival  of  Religion,"  and  the  sermon  of  our  beloved  neigh- 
bor Gerrit  Smith  on  "  The  New  Religion,"  and  his  "  Address  on  the  Ist 
of  October  last,  at  the  celebration  of  the  Rescue  of  Jerry,"  these  all 
should  be  scattered  as  good  seed,  broad-cast  through  the  land. 

We  rejoice  to  learn  from  your  letter,  that  your  late  meeting  has  been 
80  unusually  large,  and  so  highly  favored  by  tlie  presence  and  words  of 
men  and  women,  inspired  with  so  ardent  a  love  of  the  truth,  and  gifted 
with  such  uncommon  powers  of  discerning  and  elucidatiug  it. 

Similar  glad  tidings  have  come  to  us  from  the  annual  gatherings  of  the 
'  Unitarian  and  Universalist  brethren.    Never  before  have  they  been  so 
numerous ;  and  never  before  have  such  generous,  non-sectarian,  philan- 
thropic sentiments  been  uttered  and  approvingly  received. 

We  are  happy  to  inform  you  that  this,  our  Yearly  Meeting,  has  like- 
"wise  been  much  more  numerously  attended  than  in  any  previous  year. 
Yet  the  people  have  not  been  drawn  hither  by  the  promised  presence  of 
any  distinguished  or  particularly  attractive  speakers.  On  Sixth  day, 
although  the  weather  was  unfavorable,  our  house  was  filled  to  its  utmost 
capacity ;  and  each  day  since  we  have  had  full  assemblies.  The  subjects 
considered  by  us  have  been,  as  you  will  see  in  the  report,  of  radical  im-  * 
]»ortance,  and  the  speeches  upon  them  from  men  and  women  have  been 
pertinent  and  impressive.  We  hope  the  report  of  our  proceedings  will  be 
acceptable  to  you,  and  productive  of  good  in  the  community,  helping  to 
disseminate  the  knowledge  of  those  sentiments  and  principles,  on  which, 
you  and  we  believe,  the  redemption  of  our  country,  and  the  temporal  and 
eternal  well-being  of  our  race  depend. 

Wishing  you  all  needed  strength,  wisdom  and  grace  in  the  labors  to 
which,  in  the  Providence  of  God,  you  have  been  called,  we  subscribe  our- 
selves in  behalf  and  by  order  of  this  Yearly  Meeting, 

Your  loving  and  faithful  fellow-laborers. 


James  Truman,         )  pi-.v- 
Susan  B.  Antuont,  <  ^*^^^^' 


FROM  THB  NORTH  00LUN8  (n.  T.)  YEARLY  MEETING. 

Dear  Friends  : — Your  words  of  love  and  cheer  were  received  and 
read  in  our  annufd  ^gathering,  and  listened  to  with  unfeigned  pleasure.  We 
are  encouraged,  strengthened,  and  animated  by  knowing  that  there  are 
other  minds  striving  to  throw  off  the  galling  yoke  of  superstition,  and  to 
walk  in  the  beautiful  and  soul-exalting  light  of  truth  and  love,  no  longer 
fearing  to  think  for  themselves  independently  of  Priest,  Church,  or  State. 
We  are  also  admonished  to  press  on  in  the  path  of  human  uofoldment,  by 
the  voice  of  friends  from  a  distance — among  whom  we  may  mention  U. 
0.  Wright,  G.  B.  Stebbins,  Philip  D.  Moore,  and  0.  Abbott.  And  more 
than  all,  we  are  admonished  to  work  on  by  the  interior  consciousness  of 
duty  to  the  world  and  to  ourselves.  Should  we,  by  our  humble  endeavors, 
cast  one  ray  of  light,  plant  one  fragrant  flower  in  the  heart,  then  shall  we 
not  have  lived  in  vain.  Grateful  for  the  success  that  has  hitherto  attended 
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our  efforts,  and  cheered  by  the  words  of  encouragement  and  hope  that 
greet  us  on  every  side,  it  is  our  earnest  desire  that  the  cause  of  truth  and 
righteousness  may  go  on  to  a  speedy  triumph. 

Our  opening  was  not  characterized  by  large  numbers,  but  as  the  rain 
ceased  the  audience  increased  to  the  utmost  capacity  of  the  house.  On 
the  second  day,  the  house  would  not  hold  more  than  half  the  anxious  lis- 
teners, and  the  meeting  adjourned  to  the  grove,  where  the  people  of  this 
and  surrounding.connties  assembled,  on  the  third,  by  thousands — and  more 
by  far  than  ever  before  in  the  history  of  our  meetings ;  and  the  universal 
attention  with  which  the  assembled  multitude  listened  to  the  speakers 
evinced  a  deep-felt  interest  in  the  principles  we  cherish. 

May  love,  peace  and  good  will  to  man  ever  be  with  you. 

Signed  by  direction  and  in  behalf  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends 
of  Human  Progress,  held  in  North  Collins,  N.  Y.,  from  the  8d  to  the  5th, 
inclusive,  of  September,  1858. 

Stephen  Laxdo^. 

from  the  wabash  (ind.)  yearly  meeting. 

Dear  Friends  : — Oar  last  meeting  assembled  on  the  25th  of  September, 
1858.  Addison  Newburn  and  A.  L.  Whitehall  were  elected  Secretaries." 
After  the  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting,  an  interesting 
letter  from  Joseph  A.  Dugdale  to  Simon  Brown  was  introduced.  Tlie 
Exposition  of  Sentiments  of  the  Pennsylvania  Yearly  Meeting  was  then 
read,  and  warmly  approved.  An  address  was  delivered  by  A.  L.  White- 
hall, on  the  subject  of  the  so  called  Revival  of  Religion  which  lately  swept 
over  the  country.  His  remarks  tended  to  show  that  as  to  any  thing  good 
it  was  a  failure — that  it  was  a  revival  not  of  pure,  undefiled  religion,  bat  of 
priestcraft  and  sectarianism ;  and  that  it  had  no  tendency  to  break  the 
fetters  of  the  slaves.  Isaac  Roinine  spoke  on  the  subject  of  land  monoiMrlj, 
showing  the  injustice  to  the  landless  poor  of  permitting  the  soil  t.)  be 
bought  up  in  large  tracts  by  speculators.  Elias  Pugh  spoke  on  the  treat- 
ment usually  awarded  to  criminals,  showing  it  to  be  contrary  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  humanity,  and  calculated  not  to  restrain  but  to  promote  crime. 
He  showed  that  the  great  object  should  be  to  enlighten  and  reform  the 
criminal  himself,  and  that  in  no  other  way  could  society  be  protected. 

On  the  second  day,  several  addresses  were  delivered  on  the  great  truths 
taught  by  Jesus,  in  the  sermon  on  the  mount.  It  was  voted  to  hold  the 
next  Yearly  Meeting  on  the  24th  and  25th  of  September,  1859. 

The  pamphlet  copies  of  your  Proceedings  for  1858  have  been  of  much 
help  to  us.  Tbeir  contents  have  made  a  deep  impression  upon  thinking 
minds  in  this  quarter.  The  sectarian  Churches,  however,  were  alarmed 
when  they  saw  them  in  circulation.  Their  opposition  is  dictated  by  the 
same  selfish  spirit  that  prevailed  among  the  Pharisees  of  old. 

We  need  help.  Two  preachers  who  formerly  labored  among  us  have 
removed  to  Iowa.  We  are  not  in  a  Quaker  neighborhood,  but  among  ft 
people  who  are  accustomed  to  see  all  the  talking  done  by  ministers. 
Women  do  not  speak  at  all.  We  are  endeavoring  to  work  a  change  ifi  this 
respect,  and  women,  though  at  present  quite  timid,  are  encouraged  to 
exercise  their  gifts  in  our  meetings. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Wabash  (Ind.)  Yearly  Meeting  of  Progressive 
Friends,  held  in  Fountain  Co. 

A.  Iv.  Whitehall,  I.  M.  Romine, 

Addison  Newburn,  Simon  Brown. 
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FBOM  NOETH  COLLINS  (N.  T.)  LOCAL  MEETING. 

Dbab  Friends  : — We  rejoice  that  you  are  soon  to  meet  again  for  the 
purpose  of  aiding  human  beings  in  their  progress  "  onward  and  upward  " 
without  regard  to  caste,  tongue,  or  creed.  This  we  hold  to  be  both  tlie 
divine  right  and  duty  of  the  individual  and  collective  mind  of  our 
humanity. 

To  look  upon  all  men  as  brethren,  all  women  as  sisters,  to  recognize 
God  moving  by  his  inspiration  upon  every  human  soul,  according  to  its 
development,  and  to  worship  the  Infinite  Father  by  truly  loving  and  faith 
fully  serving  his  finite  human  children,  we  hold  to  be  tlie  highest  feature 
of  true  Christianity,  and  the  nearest  approximation  to  that  pure  religion 
for  which  so  many  noble  minds  in  all  past  time  have  been  so  earnestly 
and  prayerfully  seeking.  We  are  not  living  in  a  time  when  human  want, 
snifering  and  degradation  are  not  seen,  or  when  the  lamentations  of  out- 
raged 1x>ndmen  are  not  heard,  but  in  the  midst  of  all  these  crusliing 
wrongs.  As  true,  unyielding,  uncompromising  friends  of  human  prog- 
ress, we  should  make  practical  the  principles  we  hold,  carrying  them  out 
in  all  human  relations,  and,  like  the  noble  Jesus,  gathering  up  the  suffering, 
needy  and  disconsolate  from  every  department  of  life,  and  bringing  them  into 
harmonious  relations  with  the  Spiritual  Universe.  Millions  of  our  brethren 
are  this  day  bending  under  the  awful  curse  of  slavery,  both  physical  and 
mental.  Professing  sympathy  for  the  suffering,  we  should  be  doers  as  well 
as  hearers  of  the  word.  Above  all,  let  us  not  pay  tribute  to  that  Church 
which  fosters  within  its  pale  those  who  buy,  sell  and  enslave  God*s  human 
children,  and  sell  innocent  babes  and  Christian  mothers  into  the  damning 
grasp  of  avarice  and  lust.  When  we  examine  Constitutions,  we  find  tlie 
Southern  Serpent  tightening  its  black  coil  round  every  section,  and,  petted  by 
dishonest  politicians,  it  lifts  its  slimy  head  to  a  fearful  height,  revealing  the 
bloody  fangs  that  fasten  the  poison  of  perpetual  slavery  deep  in  the  heart 
of  the  black  man.  It  is  in  vain  that  we  ask  angels  to  unlock  the  prison 
doors,  or  pray  God  to  break  the  bondman's  chain,  when  each  year  we 
pledge  oui*selves  to  guard  well  the  prison  against  him  who  would  enter  and 
**  let  the  oppressed  go  free,"  and  by  every  ballot  we  cast  aid  this  fiendish 
conspiracy  against  human  liberty,  and  assist  the  kidnapper  in  hunting  down 
his  human  victim,  and  locking  the  cold  iron  upon  his  quivering  limbs.  We 
ask  yon,  as  lovers  of  humanity,  to  withdraw  your  hand  and  soul  from 
these  crushing,  dehumanizing  systems,  whether  political  or  professedly 
religious,  and  record  your  protest  against  them.  We  feel  encouraged  to 
move  on  in  the  great  work  of  reform,  assured  that  in  your  annual  con- 
ference these  sentiments  will  find  acceptance.  We  trust  your  meeting 
will  illustrate  its  character  by  a  practical  application. of  right  principles  to 
the  wants  and  wrongs  of  living  men  and  women.  We  have  great  faith  in 
truth ;  let  her  voice  be  heard  and  obeyed,  and  the  songs  of  the  redeemed 
will  be  heard  even  in  this  world,  angels  shall  mingle  their  wise  counsels 
with  ours,  tlie  Infinite  Father  will  smile  in  love  and  tenderness  upon  the 
great  family  of  man,  and  we  shall  feel  with  Massey  that 

'•  This  world  i»  full  of  beauty,  a«  other  worlds  above, 
And  if  we  did  our  duty,  it  might  be  full  of  love.^' 

Signed  by  direction  and  on  behalf  of  the  Meeting  of  the  Friends  of 
Human  Progress,  held  in  North  Collins,  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y. 

Geo.  W.  Taylob. 
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FROM  TUE  POILADELPIUA  ASSOCIATION  OF  PBOGBSSSIYB  FBIENDB. 

Philadblpbia,  May  26, 1859. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Philadelpliia  Associa- 
tion of  Progressive  Friends,  held  Fifth  mo.  19,  1869,  the  following  essay 
was  adopted,  to  be  forwarded  to  the  ensuing  Yearly  Meeting  of  Progressive 
Friends,  at  Loiigwood,  Chester  Co. ;  and  N.  W.  Brown,  Esther  Hayes, 
Josiah  Bond,  Letitia  Lukens  and  Ephraim  Wilson  were  appointed  delegates 
to  the  same. 

The  friends  of  progress  and  religious  freedom  in  this  city  commenced, 
early  in  January  last,  holding  regular  weekly  meetings  on  First  day  after- 
noons. 

The  Association  has  adopted  the  name  of  Pi*ogressive  Fnends,  and 
accepts  all  general  subjects  affecting  the  interests  of  man  as  appropriate 
for  its  investigation  and  action. 

The  meetings  have  not  been  large  but  deeply  interesting,  and  we  hope 
will  soon  attract  many  inquiring  minds,  who,  disgusted  with  the  supersti- 
tion, formalism  and  cant  of  the  popular  Churches,  would  co-operate  with 
us  at  once  if  acquainted  with  our  principles  and  designs. 

We  had  scarcely  inaugurated  this  movement  before  we  were  made 
conscious  of  its  necessity.  The  first  attempt  to  discuss  or  question  the. 
dogmas  of  the  popular  theology  was  the  signal  for  efforts  to  proscribe  us 
and  suppress  our  meetings.  Public  halls  were  closed  against  us,  and  the 
cry  of  infidtl  was  raised  against  our  efforts. 

We  have  had  visitors  from  the  country,  from  our  own  and  other  States, 
whose  company  and  labors  were  welcome ;  and  we  here  take  occasion  to 
invite  the  friends  of  truth  and  progress  from  other  places,  sojourning  in 
Philadelphia  over  First-day,  to  attend  our  meetings  and  aid  us  with  their 
thoughts. 

In  this,  as  in  all  other  large  cities,  there  is  ample  labor  for  the  reformer. 
The  extremes  of  wealth  and  povertv,  and  their  consequences,  self-right- 
eousness and  time-honored  superstition  on  the  one  hand,  with  ignorance, 
drunkenness,  debauchery  and  murder  on  the  other,  appeal  to  the  sympathy 
and  heart  of  the  philanthropist  for  redress. 

We  have  great  faith  ift  the  maxim  that  "  Ignorance  is  the  evil  and 
knowledge  the  remedy;"  but  only  as  it  is  taken  in  a  comprehensive  and 
philosophic  sense.  Where  vicious  habits  are  once  formed  in  the  adult, 
knowledge  will  not  always  correct  them.  The  maxim  is  true  when  it  is 
applied  to  man  in  the  incipient  stages  of  his  existence.  Let  his  organiza- 
tion and  early  Imbits  be  moulded  in  the  light  of  this  principle,  and  we 
believe  more  will  be  done  to  improve  the  race  than  by  all  other  appliances 
combined.    This  is  the  only  hope  for  his  salvati(m  and  permanent  reform. 

As  a  preparatory  measure  the  general  diffusion  of  knowledge  respect- 
ing the  nature  and  connection  of  causes  and  effects — the  laws  that  govern 
the  universe  and  their  application  to  life  in  its  domestic,  social,  and  busi- 
ness relations — the  unavoidable  and  determinate  consequences  of  their 
violation,  &c. — these  should  be  taught  and  understood,  so  as  to  displace 
tlie  folly  and  falsehood  now  so  patent  everywhere.  It  is  our  proper  work 
to  disseminate  this  light—to  make  it  universal — to  imbue  the  minds  of  the 
masses  with  the  true  faith,  that  they  may  engage  in  a  true  work.  And 
then  the  fragmentary  movements  of  what  is  called  practical  reform  will 
become  effective,  or  be  supplanted  by  one  general  system  of  improvement 
that  will  obviate  all  further  necessity  for  their  continued  existence.  It  is 
ours  to  labor  and  wait — posterity  will  take  the  work  from  our  hands  and 
carry  it  to  its  consummation.         *♦♦♦*♦♦ 

T.  E.  LoNGSHORB,  Seci'etary, 
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FfiOM   A-NOBLINA  WELD. 

Eaolkswood,  N.  J.,  April  26th,  1857. 
To  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends  : 

I  remember  that,  some  time  ago,  one  of  jour  nnmber  wrote  to  ask  me 
for  something  which  he  heard  I  had  written  on  the  subject  of  woman. 
Well,  that  is  jast  as  unfinished  at  this  day  as  it  was  then ;  but  it  occnrred 
to  me  that  you  might  like  to  read  the  enclosed  at  your  next  annual  meet- 
in^r,  and  so  I  have  enclosed  it,  and  in  doing  so,  submit  it  wholly  to  your 
judgment,  and  hope  you  will  feel  free  to  return  it  to  me  unread  there,  if 
yoQ  deem  it  unworthy  t)f  a  place  among  your  valuable  contributions. 

The  "  Fall  of  Man  "  was,  for  many  years,  a  great  trouble  to  my  mind ; 
but,  ever  since  this  theory  presented  itself,  I  have  felt  perfectly  at  rest  on 
that  subject.    Still,  it  may  strike  you  very  diflTerently. 

Yours,  sincerely,  Angelina  Weld. 


«  THE  FALL  OF  31AN." 

A  prisoner,  who  had  been  confined  several  times  in  the  Walnut  street 
Prison  of  Philadelphia,  was  subsequently  sentenced  to  the  State  Prison  at 
Auburn,  N.  T.  A  gentleman,  appointed  to  prepare  a  report  upon  the 
comparative  merits  of  social  and  solitary  confinement,  visited  Auburn  upon 
his  tour  of  prison  inspection.  There,  in  one  of  the  workshops,  he  recog- 
nized this  old  convict,  and  found  upon  inquiry  that  he  had  conducted  him- 
self with  great  propriety.  This  surprised  him,  as  he  knew  that  he  had 
been  most  incorrigible  in  the  Walnut  street  Prison.  Obtaining  permission 
to  speak  with  him,  he  inquired  into  the  cause  of  this  change.  The  prison- 
er's face  glowed  with  indignation  as  he  replied,  "Sir,  in  Walnut  street 
Prison  I  was  treated  like  a  dog,  and  so  I  behaved  like  a  dog;  here  I  am 
treated  like  a  man,  and  so  I  beliave  like  a  man." 

This  anecdote  illustrates  the  truth,  confirmed  by  every  day's  observa- 
tion, that  human  character,  like  gross  matter,  takes  its  hue  from  the  light 
in  which  it  is  viewed ;  that  it  manifests  most  those  elements  most  powerfully 
appealed  to ;  that  if,  in  our  judgments  and  action,  we  assume  it  to  be  bad, 
and  only  bad,  we  supply  the  conditions  for  making  and  keeping  it  such. 
Hopes,  aspirations,  high  ideals,  all  are  taken  away.  The  soul's  true  motive 
power,  its  mainspring,  is  broken,  and,  like  the  high-bred  hound,  scourged 
until  it  slinks  away  like  the  commonest  cur,  humanity  crouches  into  the 
dust.  . 

This  brings  us  to  the  inquiry.  Is  man  really  a  fallen  being  ?  Is  his  na- 
ture intrinsically  and  utterly  wicked  ? 

In  selecting  the  *'  Fall  of  Man  "  as  my  topic,  it  is  with  no  desire  to  ex- 
cite "wordy  strife,"  but  from  a  deep  conviction  that  the  belief  In  this 
doctrine  has  been  a  blight  to  the  human  mind. 

We  will  first  consider  the  character  of  God.  If  he  is  a  God  of  love,  he 
oould  not  have  designed  that  a  holy  being  should  fall  into  sin  and  destroy 
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himself.  If  he  designed  it,  then  he  was  himself  a  demon.  If  omnipotent,  he 
could  have  prevented  this  catastrophe ;  if  benevolent,  he  would  have  pre- 
vented it.  If  he  desired  man's  continued  innocence,  and  yet  subjected  Iiira 
to  a  temptation  whicli  he  knew  would  overcome  him  and  involve  the 
whole  race  in  ruin,  then  he  did  not  obey  his  own  rule,  of  ^^  doing  unto  others 
as  we  would  they  should  do  unto  us."  If  he  desired  man's  good,  and  yet 
could  not  prevent  tlie  devil's  tempting  him,  tlien  he  lacked  power,  and 
was  thwarted  in  his  designs,  and  is  not  fit  to  be  the  God  of  the  Universe; 
for  if  a  man  is  unfit  to  be  a  Bishop  because  ho  cannot  **  rule  his  own  hoase," 
then  G^od  is  not  fit  to  be  the  Ruler  of  the  Universe,  if  he  could  not  rnle 
over  one  man  and  one  woman,  keeping  them  in  the  sphere  of  duty  and 
love. 

If  it  be  further  argued  that  God  could  not  have  prevented  *'the  fall," 
without  interfering  with  the  free  agency  of  man,  that  it  was  impossible  lo  ^ 
create  a  world  of  free  agents  without  friction  in  its  moral  machinery,  and 
that  he  cannot  be  arraigned,  because  he  did  the  best  that  could  be  done, 
although  moral  friction  is  a  great  disaster ;  then  1  say,  even  this  is  unwortliy 
of  God,  for  if  "his  understanding  is  infinite,"  it  is  absurd  to  suppose  he 
could  not  have  devised  some  plan  without  any  disaster  attached  to  it.  Is 
it  not  more  rational  to  believe  that  friction  exists,  not  because  our  Heaven- 
ly Father  could  not  help  it,  but  because  it  is  as  necessary  to  the  progrea 
of  human  beings  as  the  friction  between  the  wheel  and  the  rail  is  necessary 
to  the  progress  of  a  train  of  cars  ? 

Moral  friction,  then,  is  a  ble«sing  to  the  race ;  it  was  a  part  of  the  orig- 
inal plan.  Men  could  not  unfold  their  moral  powers  without  it,  any  more 
than  they  could  develop  physical  strength,  had  there  been  no  forces  in 
Nature  to  overcome.  God  endowed  man  with  an  intellectual  and  moral  na- 
ture^ and  stimulated  it  by  the  love  of  knowledge  and  an  ever-growing  ideal 
of  life,  to  work  out  for  himself  a  noble  manhood,  he  "  working  in  him  to 
will  and  to  do  of  his  own  good  pleasure." 

We  find  a  striking  analogy  to  this  in  the  external  world,  which  is  filled 
with  an  infinite  variety  of  materials,  inciting  men  continually,  by  their 
growing  wants  and  desires,  to  exercise  their  ingenuity  and  efficiency  In  in- 
vention and  construction,  in  literature,  science  and  art. 

So  also  in  the  vegetable  world,  innumerable  fruits,  flowers,  grasses  and 
herbs,  under  the  hand  of  culture,  are  made  sweeter,  more  nutritious  and 
more  beautiful,  symbolizing  that  perfection  of  character  which  results  from 
intellectual  and  moral  cultivation. 

Reason,  then,  calls  upon  us  to  seek  some  explanation  of  "  tlie  fall," 
very  diflferent  from  that  generally  received— one  which  will  justify  the 
ways  of  God  to  man,  and  reconcile  the  past  and  present  condition  of  the 
race  with  his  character  and  the  great  law  of  progress. 

The  belief  that  man  is  a  fallen  being  lies  at  the  foundation  of  that  sys- 
tem of  false  doctrines,  which,  for  many  ages,  has  pervaded  Christendom. 
The  widespread  prevalence  of  sufifering  and  wrong,  coupled  with  the  uni- 
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versal  tradition  of  original  pnrity  and  bliss,  led  to  the  hypothesis  of  "the 
fall;"  but  does  not  the  principle  of  growth  in  the  race  reconcile  the  ap- 
parent contradiction  ? 

As  man  is  a  microcosm  of  the  Universe,  and  one  man  is  a  microcosm 
of  the  race,  so  in  the  unfolding  of  the  varied  powers  and  susceptibilities  of 
being,  there  is  a  striking  analogy  between  that  of  the  individual  and  of  the 
race.  In  the  words  of  a  modern  thinker,  "  Nature  works  after  few  models, 
she  repeats  herself  over  and  over  again.  The  rock  is  composed  of  little 
rocks,  the  tree  of  little  trees,  the  body  of  little  bodies  (every  part  having 
its  organs  of  sensibility,  circulation,  and  nutrition),  and  humanity  of  men. 
The  part  is  a  type  of  the  whole,  the  individual  of  the  race." 

Every  human  being,  then,  is  a  type  of  the  race,  first  in  its  innocence, 
and  then  in  the  unfolding  of  its  propensities  and  powers.  The  infant  is 
innocent,  only  because,  in  the  commencement  of  its  being,  the  animal  pas- 
sions are  undeveloped,  the  sin-producing  faculties  are  only  in  the  bud ;  so, 
in  the  infancy  of  the  race,  the  passions  and  propensities  were  all  unde- 
velopetl,  and  life  was  consequently  characterized  by  childish  happiness  and 
sensuous  enjoyment.  No  necessity  for  exhausting  labor  imposed  fatigue, 
no  strong  development  of  will  jarred  the  harmony  of  our  first  parents  by 
conflicting  views  and  wishes.  Ko  pinching  want,  no  extremes  of  heat  or 
cold,  no  need  of  artificial  shelter  and  clothing,  nor  yet  one  of  those  count- 
less desires,  which  an  advanced  civilization  has  imposed,  were  felt  in  that 
low  grade  of  development  called  the  "  golden  age."  Theirs  were  the  en- 
joyments of  innocence  only.  The  tragedies  of  selfishness  and  crime  could 
no  more  have  been  enacted  by  humanity  then,  than  those  of  hatred  and 
violence  can  be  enacted  by  babes  in  the  cradle  now,  far  less  those 
more  abominable  crimes,  which  have  marked  the  race  ever  since  the  pas- 
sions which  gave  birth  to  them  have,  in  the  process  of  growth,  come  into 
activity.    These  passions  are  the  sin-producing  element  in  man. 

Adam  and  Eve,  then,  were  the  types  of  this  golden  age  of  innocence, 
and  poets  and  philosophers  have  looked  back  upon  them  as  we  now  look 
upon  infancy,  with  its  un wrinkled  brow,  its  joyous  smile,  and  that  fasci- 
nating unconsciousness  which  wins  our  souls.  Innocence,  not  virtue,  was 
the  crown  of  that  age,  as  natural  to  its  brow  as  the  blossom  is  to  the  tree. 

But,  as  the  will  unfolds  itself  in  the  growing  child,  and  the  embryo 
passions  gradually  strengthen  with  its  strength,  converting  the  gentle  in- 
fant into  the  wilfgl  and  selfish  child,  so  did  the  natural  growth  of  the  race 
result  in  the  development  of  its  animal  propensities  long  hefore  the  intellec- 
tual and  moral  faculties  were  suflSciently  unfolded  to  govern  them,  and  be- 
fore experience  could  have  taught  man  the  duty  and  necessity  of  self-con- 
trol. 

The  crimes  incident  to  the  unripeness  of  human  beings  are  a  constant 
source  of  bitter  invective.  Men  curse  humanity,  "  because  the  time  of 
fruit  is  not  yet."  They  cannot  see  that  the  sins  they  inveigh  against  in- 
dicate a  stage  as  necessary  to  the  development  of  the  race  and  the  Individ - 
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tial,  as  the  greeoness  of  ft*Qit  iiinst  precede  its  ripenesg.  Long  after  tbe 
frait  has  set  in  the  orchard,  it  is  hard  and  hitter,  yet  we  do  not  scold  at 
the  trees,  hut  patiently  wait  for  the  san  to  shine  and  the  rain  and  dew  to 
descend  npon  thein,  in  storm  and  in  calm,  nntil  at  last  their  fruits  arrire 
at  maturity. 

Since,  then, the  development  of  the  animal  propensities  he/ore  the  intel- 
lectual and  moral  seems  to  he  an  ordination  of  God,  wholly  beyond 
human  control,  it  becomes  us  reverently  to  seek  tlie  cause  of  this  nni versa! 
law  of  our  constitution.    Are  we  creatures  of  blunder  and  mistake? 

Nature  appears  to  be  built  up  upon  tlie  principle  of  opposing  forces. 
The  animal  passions  are  purposely  allowed  to  grow  towards  maturity, 
whilst  the  intellectual,  and  especially  the  moral  powers  are  yet  feeble,  be- 
cause tlie  only  way  in  which  they  can  healthfully  unfold  is  through  ex- 
ercise. This  implies  obstacles  to  be  overcome.  In  the  illegitimate  nse  of 
the  animal  propensities  this  exercise  is  provided.  Hence  life  has  hitherto 
been  a  continual  conflict  with  evil,  in  every  breast  and  in  every  age.  Hu- 
manity purifies  itself  by  its  own  ceaseless  heavings  and  tossinge.  In  the 
conflicts  of  ages,  in  the  throes  of  nations,  we  see  her  straggles  with  evil, 
those  death-paogs  which  give  birth  to  new  eras  full  of  hope  and  promise. 

Can  the  limbs  of  the  infant  grow  strong,  unless  in  due  time  we  let  it 
try  to  walk  alone?  By  repeated  efforts,  it  learns  to  keep  its  centre  of 
gravity,  and  through  frequent  failures  it  slowly  achieves  success.  The 
child  who  is  kept  in  moral  leading-strings  and  never  trained  under  a  sense 
of  its  responsibility  to  act  untrammelled  by  any  considerations  but  thoM 
of  duty  and  love,  can  never  grow  up  to  a  symmetrical  maturity.  Most 
parents  shut  out  their  children  from  the  world  in  order  to  save  them  from 
temptation  ?  As  well  might  we  shut  them  up  in  our  houses  to  keep  them 
from  taking  cold.  In  the  former  case,  we  deny  them  the  contact  necessary 
for  the  vigorous  unfolding  of  their  moral  and  intellectual  powers ;  and  ia 
the  latter,  of  the  healthful  influence  of  fresh  air.  As  with  the  individoal, 
so  with  the  race.  Both  grow  by  the  same  laws  and  through  kindred  pro- 
cesses, the  one  being  a  type  of  the  other. 

History,  read  in  tlie  light  of  this  analogy,  acquires  a  new  significance. 
We  learn  our  most  valuable  lessons  through  personal  experiences.  That 
knowledge  of  good  and  evil  which  comes  through  others  deserves  not  the 
name.  I  do  not  mean  by  thi«  to  imply  that  every  age,  and  every  human 
being  must  pass  through  all  the  phases  of  vice,  in  order  to  be  saved  from 
vice — far  from  it.  Each  age  and  each  individual  stands,  as  it  were,  upon 
the  shoulders  of  a  predecessor,  and  passes  through  the  experiences  which 
belong  to  its  or  his  plane  of  development — no  other.  For  instance,  a  man 
feeling  no  desire  to  drink,  cannot  know  what  it  is  to  be  a  drunkard,  aod 
the  age  which  acknowledges  the  rights  of  conscience,  escapes  the  suffer- 
ings of  that  which  utterly  ignores  them  and  institutes  an  Inquisition. 

We  cannot  devise  or  imagine  then,  any  better  way  by  which  the  race 
could  be  educated  to  a  noble  manhood,  than  that  which  the  Creator  has 
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planned  for  it.  If,  daring  the  helplessness  of  infancy,  the  race  had  not 
been  placetl  where,  with  little  need  of  shelter  or  clothing,  its  food  was  far- 
nisbed  by  spontaneous  growth,  destraction  would  seem  to  have  been  inev- 
itable. But,  as  the  mother  provides  for  her  coming  babe,  so  had  Nature 
provided  every  thing  necessary  to  man's  comfort  in  his  then  state  of  non- 
development. 

Bat  this  innocence  and  comparative  freedom  from  want  was,  in  its  very 
nature,  transitory  as  the  blossom  of  spring.  The  happiness  it  afforded  was 
too  negative  to  satisfy  the  unfolding  energies  of  his  nature.  A  transcen- 
dently  glorious  future  had  been  projected  for  him.  He  therefore  grew  out 
of  this  state  of  innocence,  and  dropped  off  those  restraints  which  his  un- 
developed condition  had  necessarily  imposed  upon  him,  and  unconsciously 
gave  himself  up  to  the  hard  and  severe  discipline  of  life. 

Our  faith  in  the  ultimate  destiny  of  every  human  being  is  identical 
with  our  faitb  in  God,  whose  character  is  the  fullest  guarantee  that  all  evil 
is  negative  and  transitory,  and  will  finally  be  overcome  by  good,  which  is 
positive  and  eternal.  Evil  is  correlative  with  the  vnripeness  of  the  human 
race.  It  can  only  be  extirpated  by  the  gradual  subjugation  of  the  lower 
nature  to  the  supreme  control  of  the  intellectual  and  moral,  and  this  can- 
not be  until  the  race  has  had  time  to  ripen. 

In  the  economy  of  the  Universe,  evil  is  used  by  its  great  Architect,  as 
masterbuilders  employ  mechanical  powers — a  means  to  an  end — ^no 
part  of  the  building  itself — or,  as  the  rough  scaffolding,  to  be  pulled 
down  as  soon  as  the  grand  temple  of  Humanity  is  completed.  This  con- 
flict between  truth  and  error  is  educational :  it  is  preparatory  to  a  higher 
condition.  It  is  not  the  effect  of  any  fall  in  man,  but  the  legitimate 
result  of  his  growth  out  of  the  innocence  of  infancy,  through  the  froward- 
ness  of  childhood  and  the  tempestuous  elements  of  youth,  before  his  intel- 
lect has  had  time  to  develop  into  wisdom,  or  his  moral  nature  has  ripened 
and  mellowed  into  love.  Hence,  when  the  Prophet  described  the  rule 
of  ancient  empires,  he  symbolized  them  all  by  ferocious  beasts,  which  tore, 
trampled  and  devoured  Humanity ;  contrasting  their  terrific  reign  with 
that  of  the  ^*  Son  of  Man,''  whose  nobler  mental  and  moral  nature  typi- 
fied that  age  whicb  lies  hidden  in  the  future  **  Millennium." 

Man,  then,  has  grown  out  of  innocence  into  savageism,  chivalry  and 
civilization  successively,  and  these  characteristics  in  the  race  correspond 
to  those  of  childhood,  adolescence  and  youth  in  the  individual.  Now,  in 
liis  young  manhood,  he  has  thrown  off  the  despotic  authority  of  Popes  and 
Kings.  He  has  assumed  self-government  in  this  Western  world,  and  builded 
up  institutions  wbich  secure  political  and  personal  freedom.  As  surely  a» 
lie  has,  in  this  age,  put  on  the  vices  which  belong  to  young  manhood^ 
stimulated  as  it  is  by  that  love  of  excitement  which  cleaves  to  this  stage 
of  development  in  the  race  and  in  the  individual,  so  surely  will  he  grow 
cut  of  these,  and  put  on  the  intellectual  greatness  and  goodness  which  ap- 
pertain to  the  ripeness  of  his  full-grown  manhood. 
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Haraanity  may  be  likened  to  tlie  Palm  tree,  which  bears  its  frait  upon 
the  summit.  For  ages  it  has  been  striking  deep  its  roots  and  building  op 
its  lofty  trunk,  covered  with  the  scars  of  its  fallen  leaves.  These  apparent 
losses  to  the  tree  have  fertilized  the  soil,  ministering  food  and  strength  to 
the  growing  plant.  Tims  has  it  been  with  Humanity.  Terrible  convul- 
sions have  shaken  down  the  nations,  as  storms  strew  the  leaves,  and  we 
have  mourned  over  them  as  though  they  had  dropped  out  of  existence, 
dead  losses  to  the  world ;  but  not  so ;  they  have  left  behind  them  ricli  ex- 
periences which  the  life  of  man  has  absorbed  into  itself.  The  leaves  have 
fallen  that  the  tree  might  be  nourished,  and  nations  have  perished  that 
the  race  might  grow  by  their  experiences  and  be  nurtured  by  their  decay. 

While,  then,  we  recognize  the  fact,  that  there  was  an  age  of  Innocence, 
let  us  not  regret  that  it  is  past.  Let  us  rather  regard  it  as  the  nascent 
condition  of  human  nature,  and  with  calmness  look  upon  the  difierent 
phases  which  have  succeeded  as  necessar}*  to  the  unfolding  of  all  tlie  facili- 
ties of  the  perfect  man.  Tender  consciences  may  be  shocked  at  the  procla- 
mation that  man  is  not  a  fallen  being ;  to  such  the  assertion  may  seem 
presumption — ^yea,  blank  infidelity. 

But  progress  is  indelibly  engraved  upon  every  rock,  plant  and  animal, 
and  is  he  who  is  the  crown,  and  flower,  and  fruit  of  Creation,  the  micro- 
cosm of  the  Universe,  an  exception  ?  Does  not  he  embody  in  himself  the 
law  of  progress,  whether  we  regard  him  in  the  individual  or  tlie  race! 

It  is  puerile  to  point  mo  to  the  tottering  frame  of  the  aged  man,  as  nul- 
lifying this  law  of  Progress  in  the  Individual ;  these  are  not  the  man,  bnt 
the  tattered  garment  that  drops  off,  as  ho  leaves  tliis  Infant  scliool  of  his 
existence  to  pass  on  to  a  higher  life.  His  worn-out  body  is  but  the  old  wig- 
wam of  the  savage  quitted  by  its  inmate  for  the  abodes  of  civilization.  Think 
not  that  his  immortal  spirit  has  waned,  because  tho  media  through  which 
it  shines  to  us  are  blurred  and  broken.  The  old  age  and  death  of  individ- 
uals symbolize  the  gradual  decay  and  downfall  of  nations,  while  the  race 
itself  is  forever  onward. 

The  science  and  philosophy  of  our  time  are  modifying  the  existing  doc- 
trines and  institutions  of  the  Church,  as  the  philosophy  of  Greece,  four  ^ 
hundred  years  before  the  Christian  era,  modified  the  Mythology  of  that 
day.  It  destroyed  confidence  in  a  system  of  Religion  which  deified  demons 
and  sanctified  vice.  So  will  science  and  philosophy  destroy  the  myths  of 
our  age,  and  dethrone  the  Moloch  whom  we  have  worshipped,  annihilat- 
ing that  hell,  in  which  we  were  taught  to  believe  that  untold  myriads  of 
our  race  were  to  burn  for  ever,  while  a  few  saved  souls  would  shout  halle- 
lajahs  over  the  fire  of  their  torment. 

It  was  the  philotophy  of  Greece  which  first  shook  the  foundations  of 
Grecian  Theogony,  by  appealing  to  the  reason  of  man  to  decide  whether 
the  myths  and  legends  of  that  day  were  worthy  of  credence,  and  whether 
the  gods  whom  tliey  worshipped  were  worthy  of  this  homage.  Reajwn 
had  decided  these  questions  long  before  Christianity  asserted  her  cldms  in 
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Greece.  Iler  Mytliology  was  tlie  natnral  growth  of  the  child  stage  of  hii- 
inaii  devek)pment,  when  the  imagiuation  U  \n  high  activity,  unJ  its  phan- 
toms are  as  ezaggerated  as  the  phantasmagoria  of  a  magic  lantern.  Those 
very  myths,  which  seemed  trutlis  to  sucli  a  state  of  mind,  became  idle 
tables  to  the  deep  thinkers  of  the  fifth  and  fourth  centuries  B.  0.,  and,  for 
holding  such  opinions,  Socrates  became  a  martyr,  tlie  disciples  of  Aristo- 
tle were  banished,  and  Anaxagoras  was  forced  to  choose  between  exile 
and  death. 

This  Theogony  was,  after  tlio  lapse  of  centuries,  superseded  by  a  system 
which  wo  call  Christianity.  In  Rome  a  similar  process  of  disintegration 
took  place,  and  it  was  followed  by  the  introduction  of  Christianity  also. 
But  as  these  two  nations  emerged  out  of  the  one  Religion  into  the  other, 
they  very  naturally  retained  the  forms  and  ceremonies  of  the  old,  infusing 
into  them  the  ideas  of  the  new.  Hence  the  idol  temples  and  festivals  of 
heathen  worship  became  identified  with  the  new  ritual.  And  the  religion 
of  the  meek  and  lowly  One,  of  the  persecuted  and  self-denying  and  crucified 
Jesus,  was  forced  to  put  on  all  the  gaudy  paraphernalia  of  Grecian  and 
Roman  superstition,  which  subsequently  ignored  the  rights  of  conscience 
and  of  reason. 

A  long  dark  reign  of  terror  ensued,  in  which  the  Christian  Church,  so 
called,  was  busy  in  building  the  tombs  of  the  prophets  and  garnishing  the 
sepulchres  of  the  dead,  while  imbruing  her  hands  in  the  blood  of  living 
prophet**,  and  practically  denying  the  precepts  of  Him  whom  she  called 
**  Lord,  Lord."  Sucli  were  the  legitimate  fruits  of  this  hybrid  Church, 
which,  with  the  name  of  the  Lamb,  carried  the  teeth  and  claws  of  the  lion. 
Humanity  was  too  undeveloped  <A«;i  to  comprehend  the  life  of  Him  whose 
name  she  devoutly  bore ;  too  young  in  spirit  to  embody  the  Divine  Human- 
ity of  that  Religion  which  is  yet  to  be  upbnilded  upon  the  ruins  of  the 
sects. 

I  have  no  charges  to  table  against  her.  Doubtless  she  thought  she 
was  doing  God  service  in  forcing  her  doctrines  upon  all  heretics,  in  tor-> 
turing  to  death  those  who  rejected  them.  Individuals  live  now,  who  so 
fully  believe  that  the  doctrines  they  hold  are  the  only  saving  ones,  that 
tliey  seem  in  their  element  only  when  forcing  them  upon  others.  Had 
they  lived  in  the  dark  ages,  they  would  have  been  Inquisitors.  They  em- 
balm the  dead  body  of  the  past,  setting  it  upon  their  hearthstones  as  a 
household  god.  Let  us  be  patient  with  them — they  are  not  useless.  Bnt 
for  them  we  could  not  so  vividly  contrast  the  dead  fossils  of  the  old  with 
the  living  forms  of  the  new.  Reason  is  now  sitting  in  judgment  npon  the 
Past,  it  is  but  right  that  its  advocates  should  be  allowed  to  plead  before 
the  judgment-seat  of  the  Present. 

As  philosophy  dissolved  the  old  systems  of  Grecian  and  Roman  Pagan- 
ism, and  has  never  ceased  to  war  against  all  doctrines  and  principles  in 
conflict  with  reason ;  so,  as  intellect  unfolds,  it  will  more  and  more  search 
into  the  causes  of  all  things,  basing  its  beliefs  in  Theology,  as  in  Geology 
and  Chemistry,  upon  wide  deduction  and  universal  law. 
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The  experiences  of  the  past  and  the  discoveries  of  science  have  opened 
wide  the  field  of  investigation  into  Antliropology,  as  well  as  into  those 
sciences  which  appertain  to  matter.  And  many  begin  now  to  question  the 
truth  of  their  Theology,  in  the  same  way  as  the  idolaters  of  Greece  and 
Rome  began  to  question  the  trutli  of  their  Theogony  in  the  days  of  Py- 
tliagoras  and  Socrates,  Plato  and  Aristotle. 

The  old  religion  has  always  branded  the  new  as  infidel,  and  justly  too. 
The  God  whom  we  worship  is  our  highest  ideal  of  perfection.  As  tlie 
mind  grotM^  this  ideal  is  exalied ;  we  then  become  infidel  to  our  first  crude 
conceptions  of  Deity.  Thus  has  it  been  with  the  race ;  its  conceptions 
of  divine  perfection  have  been  continually  advancing,  so  that  the  infidelity 
of  one  age  has  become  the  religion  of  the  next.  Was  there  ever  a  greater 
infidelity  than  was  Christianity  itself,  both  to  the  Jew  and  the  Pagan  ? 

Two  parties  have  always  divided  progressive  nations,  one  guarding 
witli  religious  veneration  the  fossilized  relics  of  the  past,  and  the  other 
welcoming  the  new  forms  in  which  truth  embodies  herself  in  the  present. 
The  science  and  philosophy  of  this  age  are  gradually  disintegrating  ovr 
system  of  Theology,  which  was  the  legitimate  outgrowth  of  the  era  which 
gave  birth  t^  it,  and  doubtless  ministered  strength  and  love  to  its  intellec- 
tual and  religious  life. 

It  seems  to  have  been  too  commonly  overlooked  that  Christ  establish- 
ed no  outward  church.  Life  was  his  only  badge  of  discipleship.  When 
he  explicitly  declared  his  mission,  it  was  in  these  words  :  "For  this  cause 
was  I  born,  and  for  this  end  came  I  into  the  world,  that  I  might  bear  wit-, 
ness  to  the  truth."  He  did  so  by  word  and  deed,  and  by  his  life  has  been 
drawing  men  up  to  a  higher  plane,  and  by  that  life  has  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  that  practical  and  humane  religion  which  can  never  be  established 
on  earth  until  men,  by  the  gradual  unfolding  of  their  own  great  humanity, 
shall  grow  up  into  the  fulness  of  the  stature  of  perfect  manhood. 

The  "  fall  of  man  "  is  one  of  the  myths  of  our  age.    I  reject  it,  because, 

Ist  It  charges  upon  God  the  enormity  of  committing  the  destbles 
of  the  race  to  the  custody  of  one  man  and  one  woman,  knowing  that  they 
would  by  their  disobedience  betray  their  trust,  and  involve  all  mankind 
in  misery,  and,  according  to  the  generally  received  idea,  most  of  them 
eternally. 

2d.  Because  it  ignores  the  law  of  progress,  which  is  universal  and  mast 
*  e  eternal. 

8d.  Because  it  falsifies  the  history  of  mankind,  which  chronicles  s 
••teady  advancement  from  innocence  to  savageism,  through  barbarism  to 
feudalism  and  chivalry,  and  through  civilization  to  republicanism,  which 
is  now  preparing  to  put  on  a  still  higher  form  of  life,  which  will  be  charac- 
terized by  equality,  fraternity  and  harmony.  This  age  will  be  as  superior 
to  the  "Golden  Age  "as  bodily  strength,  intellectual  culture  and  high 
moral  development  are  superior  to  helplessness,  ignorance,  and  infant  in- 
nocence, for  "  wisdom  is  more  to  be  desired  than  fine  gold." 
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FHOM   A.   D.   MATO, 
Pastor  of  the  Independent  Church,  Albany. 

Albant,  New  York,  May  24,  1859. 

Every  year  I  entertain  the  hope  of  being  present  at  the  Meeting  of 
Progi-e«sive  Friends  in  Pennsylvania,  bat  circumstances  beyond  my  con- 
trol have  hitherto  prevented  the  realization  of  iny  desire.  Your  sug- 
gestion, however,  that  a  letter  will  be  acceptable,  impels  me  again  to 
write  a  word  of  sympathy  in  your  important  enterprise.  It  must  be  ac- 
knowledged by  all  who  observe  the  growth  of  public  opinion  on  religious 
topics,  that  this  Pennsylvania  Meeting,  and  others  of  similar  character 
lield  by  your  body,  have  made  their  impression  on  the  country.  The 
mere  fact  of  several  thousand  people  assembling  every  year  to  discuss  the 
most  profound  themes  pf  human  interest  on  a  free  platform,  is  a  signifi- 
cant indication  of  the  times.  Every  such  gathering  is  a  question  put 
with  renewed  emphasis,  regarding  the  whole  subject  of  the  religious  life  of 
man,  the  entire  civilization  of  our  country,  the  organized  Christianity  of 
the  land. 

The  meaning  of  your  meeting  and  others  of  like  import  cannot  be  mis- 
taken. All  this  impromptu  gathering  of  the  masses  in  Progressive  Friends' 
Meetings,  Reform  Conventions,  Spiritualistic  Lecture-Rooms,  and  the 
like,  declares  that  the  organized  Christianity  of  our  country  is  too  narrow 
for  the  wants  of  the  people.  I  do  not  doubt  that  the  Church  of  the 
United  States  is,  on  the  whole,  the  best  ecclesiastical  organization  of  reli- 
gion that  ever  has  existed  since  the  death  of  Christ.  I  know  well  enough 
its  great  sins  of  intolerance,  creed  worship,  and  servility  to  popular  vices ; 
.  but  in  spito  of  all  its  delinquencies,  it  is  nearer  the  people,  more  easily 
Reached  by  new  ideas,  and  altogether  in  a  more  hopeful  way  than  any 
Church  has  been  in  the  past,  or  now  is,  outside  our  territorial  limits.  Yet 
the  wide-spread  disaflfection  and  agitation  on  religious  topics  proves  that 
it  still  is  far  below  the  need  of  the  people.  If  we  could  only  open  our 
eyes  to  behold  what  is  being  done  all  around  us,  we  should  see  that  we 
are  now  passing  through  a  revolution  on  religious  subjects,  destined  to  be 
more  radical  and  far-reaching  in  its  results  on  future  generations,  than  any 
which  has  preceded  it  in  the  past  eighteen  centuries. 

Already  do  we  perceive  the  negative  results  of  this  revolution  of  opin- 
ion in  ways  too  numerous  to  be  mistaken.  The  churches  are  full  of  peo- 
ple wlio  are  in  a  state  of  secret  or  open  disbelief  of  the  plan  of  salvation 
on  which  the  whole  popular  ecclesiasticisra  is  founded ;  the  best  churches 
contain  the  greatest  number  of  such  disbelievers.  Among  the  educated 
and  thoughtful  classes  the  old  creeds  and  religious  methods  are  daily 
losing  ground;  the  best  culture  of  America  is  already  estranged  from 
them.  The  agitation  in  all  the  great  Christian  organizations  is  every  year 
more  violent  and  perilous  to  their  very  existence.  The  new  literature  of 
the  time  is  falling  under  the  displeasure  of  the  clergy,  and  the  religious 
press  is  more  and  more  occupied  with  bitter  protests  against  books  and 
magazines  that  will  be  read  all  the  more  when  it  is  better  understood  that 
they  are  anti-orthodox  in  their  tendencies.  But  the  most  impressive  tes- 
timonial to  this  change  is  the  fact  that  the  popular  sentiment  is  becoming 
enlisted  on  the  side  of  dissent.  The  most  enthusiastic  crowds  everywhere 
follow  the  men  who  represent  the  progressive  movement.  Thousands  of 
people,  who  supposed  themselves  sound  on  all  church  matters,  find  them- 
selves unable  to  resist  the  indescribable  sympathy  that  compels  them  to 
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respond  to  the  noblest  utterances  of  such  men.  The  tliree  ministers  who 
are  now  especially  the  favorites  of  the  whole  people  are  Parker,  Chapin 
and  Beecher ;  differing  widely  from  each  other  in  many  respects,  yet  all 
teachers  ©f  a  radically  different  religion  from  that  imprisoned  in  the  five 
points  of  theology.  Whoever  has  any  thing  new  to  say  on  religion  is 
challenged  at  every  street  corner,  in  every  drawing-room,  in  every  rail 
car,  to  speak  his  word.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  a  majority  of  tlie 
American  people  no  longer  believe  the  theological  and  ecclesiastical  sys- 
tem on  which  the  American  Olmrch  is  founded. 

And  yet,  this  wide-spread  dissent  is  marvellously  inefficient  in  its  prac- 
tical results  on  American  religion  and  life.  Every  sect  of  the  popular 
ecclesiasticism  is  growing ;  our  cities  and  villages  are  bristling  with  new 
spires  reared  by  the  Church  ;  the  clergy  are  still  powerful  enough,  when 
united  in  a  great  revival,  to  dragoon  the  whole  press  into  submission,  and 
convert  the  great  journals  of  the  country  into  daily  tracts;  every  depart- 
ment of  society  in  our  land  is  still  based  on  the  old  theology,  which  un- 
derlies and  inspires  the  popular  ideas  of  social  life,  business,  amusements, 
politics,  and  education.  Our  civilization  is  still  in  the  hands  of  the  Prot- 
estant evangel icism ;  and,  notwithstanding  an  extensive  disbelief,  this 
Church  is  still  the  greatest  power  in  our  national  affairs. 

The  reasons  for  this  are  not  diflScult  to  be  understood.  The  popuLv 
ecclesiasticism  conquers  everywhere  by  the  force  of  a  decisive  j>olicy  and  a 
complete  organization.  It  is  on  the  ground  with  a  fixed  creed,  a  powerful 
establishment,  appealing  to  all  the  old  assooiations  of  the  people,  wielding 
the  wealth  and  respectability  of  every  community,  and,  of  course,  able  to 
command  the  best  talent,  lay  and  clerical,  to  manage  its  affairs.  No  one 
thing  will  explain  the  influence  which  an  organization  outgrown  by  the 
advance  mind  of  the  times  still  exerts  in  practical  affairs.  The  Protestant  ^ 
Evangelical  Church  is  established  in  America.  Few  men  can  liveindLsi* 
sent  all  their  life.  Few  love  to  ride  the  high  billows  on  a  plank  after  the 
fervor  of  youth  is  spent,  but  wishfully  look  to  the  temple  that  overlooks 
the  wave,  and  invites  all  storm-tossed  heretics  to  enter  and  be  at  rest. 
This  ecclesiasticism  has  a  thousand  kinds  of  life-boats  and  buoys  to  send  to 
the  relief  of  shipwrecked  mariners.  It  has  a  motive  to  every  sort  of  man 
and  woman;  it  can  afford  to  wait  till  agitators  have  exhausted  them- 
selves, and,  in  the  last  resort,  can  accommodate  creed  and  policy  to  an 
irresistible  decision  of  the  public  mind.  Every  plank  in  the  platform  of 
American  orthodoxy  is  movable;  and  between  the  centre,  where  Prince- 
ton sits  upright,  grim  and  uncompromising,  and  the  remote  edge,  where 
Beecher  is  telegraphing  to  Boston  Music  Ilall,  and  Coolidge  and  Hunt- 
ington are  clambering  up  the  creaking  steps,  there  is  a  standing  place  for 
a  miscellaneous  array.  And  I  suppose  nobody  who  thinks  is  disposed  to 
deny  that  Protestant  evangelicism  is  strong  by  reason  of  the  truths  to 
which  itstill  holds,  and  the  spirit  of  progress  that  is  undeniably  apart  of  its 
life.  It  were  an  insult  to  the  people,  and  an  impeachment  of  Providence, 
to  suppose  that  such  an  influence  should  proceed  from  an  utterly  do- 
moralized  and  obsolete  establishment.  This  Church  is  still  the  chief  power 
in  pur  land,  hecause  it  u  the  best  fonnx  in  which  Christianity  has  yet  he- 
come  estahlifJCkd  in  the  country.  There  is  no  organization  on  the  soil  that 
yet  is  so  efficient,  enterprising,  and,  on  the  whole,  does  so  much  good  to 
the  entire  people.  While  this  state  of  affairs  continues,  the  liberal  host 
will,  as  now,  be  numerous,  but  this  Church  will  control  public  affairs  and 
shape  our  civilization. 

What  is  the  lesson  taught  by  this  condition  of  things,  and  what  is  our 
duty  in  view  of  these  undeniable  facts?     While  this  powerful  Church  sits 
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calmly  at  all  the  great  centres  of  ptibL'c  inflaenco.  and  makes  the  laws  and 
cnstoms  that  rule  our  daily  life,  what  are  w4  doing  to  bring  in  a  higher 
establishment  of  Christianity,  which  shall  radically  affect  the  state  of  the 
country  ?  We  have,  on  the  gn>und,  perhaps  three  thousand  churches, 
outside  the  bounds  of  the  Catholic  and  Protestant  organizations.  These 
churches  are  generally  small,  divided  among  several  bodies,  jealous  of 
each  other's  belief,  and  utterly  unable  to  agree  on  any  i>olicy,  never  hav- 
ing united  to  do  one  thing  for  liberal  religion.  We  have  several  reform 
organizations,  very  serviceable  as  the  advocates  of  special  changes  in  so- 
ciety, but  all  avoiding  theological  discussion,  and,  by  their  very  nature, 
temporary.  Every  week  a  crowd  of  inquiring  men  and  women  gathers  in 
convention  in  some  portion  of  our  land  to  discuss  religious  topics,  but  can 
hardly  hold  together  firmly  enough  to  supply  each  other's  physical  wants 
and  pay  the  necessary  expenses  of  a  public  gathering.  And,  outside  of 
all  these  efforts,  thousands  of  people  are  cherishing  liberal  views  as  a  pri- 
vate luxury,  making  no  sacrifice  of  time,  money,  or  personal  comfort  for 
their  promulgation.  Is  it  strange  that  orthodoxy  yet  conquers  ?  It  is  a 
disciplined  army,  and  we  are  yet  an  insurrectionary  crowd. 

Is  it  not  time  that  every  man  and  woman,  in  this  vast  body  of  liberal 
believers  on  religion,  began  to  think  of  the  responsibilities  to  society  that 
belief  imposes  ?  Does  liberality  mean  only  anarchy  ?  Is  freedom  only  a 
synonym  for  disintegration  and  inefliciency  ?  Must  it  be  said  that  our 
Irish  servants  give  more  money  and  time  and  devotion  to  spread  their 
faith,  than  the  most  enlightened  and  cultivated  believers  in  the  highest 
form  of  religious  life?  Are  we  prepared  to  have  it  said  that  in  propor- 
tion as  men  become  liberal,  they  lose  interest  in  American  civilization; 
leave  the  Church  only  to  retire  within  the  shell  of  their  personal  opinion; 
become  indifferent  to  what  these  millions  believe,  and  refuse  to  remould  the 
^  institutions  and  laws  and  habits  by  which  they  live  ?  I  confess  when  I  see 
the  wealth,  culture,  character,  and  numbers  arrayed  on  the  side  of  a  re- 
formed religion,  and  mark  the  small  results  of  their  effort;  when  lover- 
look  the  petty  conceits,  and  disgraceful  bickerings,  and  languid  coopera- 
tion, and  selfish  dreaminess  that  paralyz%  the  progress  of  our  cause,  I  feel 
that  we  have  come  to  a  point  where  every  sincere  man  and  woman  should 
pause  and  ask.  What  can  be  done  to  concentrate  this  widely  disseminated 
sentiment,  get  it  into  working  order,  and  compel  it  to  bear  its  part  of  the 
bunlen  of  our  forming  civilization  ?  Should  not  a  sense  of  common  justice 
call  upon  ns  to  ceafe  our  wholesale  denunciation  of  the  popular  Protes- 
tantism or  Catholicism,  until  we  have  done  something  proportioned  to  our 
opportunities  for  the  practical  organization  of  religion  on  a  higher  planet 
Nothing  is  so  easy  as  talking  and  spiritual  castle-building.  The  dictionary 
i.s  ransacked  for  vituperative  rhetoric  more  readily  than  a  public  evil  is  re- 
formed. We  believe  in  the  uttermost  freedom  of  speaking  and  writing, 
but  we  also  believe  that  without  a  corresponding  vigor  and  wisdom  of  ac- 
tion the  best  speech  becomes  a  windy  pest  and  agitation  a  public  nuisance. 
We  certainly  have  had  our  talk  abont  the  popular  Church.  Is  it  not  time 
we  began  to  see  if  we  can  do  something  better  than  it  ? 

I  have  no  desire  to  lace  up  this  vast  body  of  dissent  in  a  creed,  or  run 
this  flowing  gold  into  any  old  ecclesiastical  mould.  We  are  not  to  succeed 
by  backing  into  any  of  the  stalls  of  the  past  establishment.  We  may 
amuse  ourselves  with  imitations  of  Catholic  worship  or  Evangelical  doctrine 
until  w«  know  better  what  to  do;  but  all  these  experiments  are  temporary. 
I  know  how  much  wisdom  must  be  used  in  organizing  this  dissenting  host; 
what  embarrassments  and  vexations  will  hinder  any  sudden  success.  I  re- 
spect the  fear  of  those  who  have  broken  jail  once,  that  any  organization  may 
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be  a  new  device  to  entrap  them  again.  But  there  is  no  reason  why  this 
great  division  of  the  American  people  should  not  torn  its  face  towards 
some  practical  realization  of  a  higher  belief  in  permanent  institutions.  Let 
us  begin  to  ask  in  every  Convention,  in  every  Liberal  Church,  wherever 
two  or  three  are  gathered  together,  IIow  can  we  better  concentrate  and  avail 
ourselves  of  the  materials  on  hand,  to  do  something  for  the  cause  of  Liberal 
Religion  ?  No  assembly  like  yours  should  separate  without  devising  some 
method  to  collect  funds,  to  employ  missionaries  or  print  pamphlets  for  the 
dissemination  of  light  all  over  the  land.  From  each  gathering  of  the 
people  should  go  forth  some  practical  result  of  this  kind.  Thus  might 
every  convention  be  a  tenfold  greater  force  in  the  good  cause. 

Wherever,  in  any  town,  even  a  few  sincere  people  are  thinking  and 
feeling  strongly  on.  a  liberal  view  of  religion;  instead  of  hiding  those 
thoughts  in  themselves,  or  whisperjng  them  in  select  circles,  let  them  as- 
semble frequently,  on  Sunday  or  whenever  most  convenient,  for  discussion, 
reading  the  best  works,  and  comparison  of  views.  Ere  long  this  little  band 
will  find  some  point  of  agreement  for  larger  action;  will  become  a  iK>wer 
in  that  community ;  and  by  concentred  action,  can  modify  the  opinions 
and  regenerate  the  life  of  the  neighborhood.  No  town  is  so  dark  as  to  be 
destitute  of  materials  for  such  an  effort.  Could  there  be  such  a  simultane- 
ous gathering  together  of  congenial  minds  for  religious  improvement, 
through  our  whole  country,  the  ellect  would  be  immediate  and  profound. 

There  can  be  no  general  rule  laid  down  for  such  organizations.  Every 
place  has  peculiarities  which  would  modify  the  form.  Let  tliere  be  the 
utmost  freedom  from  outside  dictation  in  this  respect ;  but  let  the  matter 
be  decided  by  the  best  judgment  of  those  interested.  A  few  years  of  such 
persevering  effort  would  create  thousands  of  associations,  which  would 
constantly  be  drawn  to  each  other,  until  the  land  would  be  full  of  societies, 
each  independent  in  creed  and  poJicv,  yet  all  inspired  with  a  common  in- 
terest to  elevate  the  life  of  the  people.  What  power  such  a  concentration 
would  give  to  the  advance  sentiments  of  the  country,  can  be  easily  under- 
stood. Any  demonstration  of  intolerance  by  the  Church  could  then  be 
resisted ;  any  needful  public  reforjp  could  be  supported ;  any  good  plan  for 
disseminating  truth  by  the  voice  or  the  press  could  be  executed;  and 
whatever  might  be  gained  by  the  best  thoughts  on  religion  could  be 
applied  to  the  common  life  of  the  people.  Perhaps  this  is  the  first  and 
most  important  step  towards  the  organization  of  the  liberal  sentiment  that 
has  hitherto  been  unconcentrated.  For  the  portion  already  gathered  into 
churches  there  is  only  the  inspiring  and  warning  voice  to  be  uttered ;  to 
persevere,  to  become  more  determined,  more  catholic,  more  practical,  to 
cease  apologizing  to  the  popular  ecclesiasticisin,  and  assume  the  position  to 
which  it  is  called  by  the  wants  of  the  times.  Nobody  can  map  out  the 
Liberal  Church  of  America's  future;  that  is  yet  in  the  mind  of  God;  but 
every  believer  in  a  free  and  pure  religion  can  at  once  begin  the  preliminary 
work  of  gathering  the  materials  and  arranging  the  influences  by  which 
that  temple  is  to  be  fashioned.  If  we  will  only  put  ourselves  in  battle  ar- 
r;iy,  the  voice  out  of  heaven  will  in  due  time  direct  us  where  to  marcli, 
and  how  to  win  the  greatest  Reformation  the  world  has  yet  beheld. 

The  time  is  come  when  Liberalism  is  becoming  responsible  for  American 
civilization.  When  a  majority  of  the  people  dissent  from  the  ruling  idea 
of  life  in  the  land,  it  is  time  that  majority  assumed  its  obligation  of  recon- 
structing our  Society  on  a  more  Christian  basis.  Every  man  who  repudi- 
ates this  great  duty  while  he  claims  the  privilege  of  free  belief,  is  a  traitor 
to  his  country  and  humanity.  Shall  we  not  all  reconsider  our  obligation, 
and  resolve  that  we  will  no  longer  cherish  our  favorite  sentiment  as  a  pri- 
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vate  luxary,  bnt  use  it  as  a  force,  first,  to  build  up  a  lofty  character;  sec- 
ond, to  regenerate  the  organized  Christianity  of  the  people ;  and  through 
aU  legitimate  private  and  public  agencies,  seek  to  purify  our  beloved  coun- 
try of  those  gigantic  evils  that  disgrace  her  name,  and  make  her  that  happy 
nation  whose  God  is  the  Lord. 

In  the  tellowship  of  truth  and  freedom, 

A.  D.  Mayo. 


FROM  SAMUEL  JOHNSON, 
PoMtor  of  the  Free  Chttrcky  Lynn,  Mass. 

Salkm,  Mass.,  May  23d,  1859. 

Dear  Friends  : — Although,  in  your  noble  zeal  for  progress,  you  may 
not  specially  emphasize  your  belief  that  the  principles  you  stand  on  are 
conclusive  and  not  to  be  revised,  no  reasonable  person  can  fail  to  recognize 
it  more  clearly  than  if  you  had  set  it  forth  in  the  distinctness  of  an  Article 
of  Faith.  There  is  no  mistaking  the  tone  in  which  you  pronounce  judg- 
ment on  the  shortcomings  and  the  sins.  Yon  manifestly  know  yourselves 
to  be  rebuking  spurious  finalities  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  real 
ones.  You  are  armed  in  moral  intuitions  which  argument  can  neither 
mend  nor  mar.  Your  very  faith  in  free  discussion  goes  upon  the  prior 
confidence  that  these  must  stand  forever.  The  intenscst  dogmatism  of  the 
creeds  is  positive  fear  and  distrust,  in  comparison  with  this  absoluteness 
of  conviction,  which  is  nevertheless  fond  of  crying  out  for  progress  as  for 
daily  bread  from  God.  Their  traditional  "Evidences,"  paraded  as  the 
sole  grounds  of  religious  certainty,  are  shivering  with  secret  presentiments 
of  rain,  while  your  living  assurance  is  strong  enough  to  welcome  freest 
criticism,  and  to  throw  the  doors  wide  open  to  every  promise  and  to  every 
frown. 

For  so  it  is.  All  vital  convictions  are  of  things  immutable.  All  genu- 
ine progress  is  rooted  in  a  finality  of  which  dogmatism  is  but  a  feeble  coun- 
terfeit. But  this  is  not  the  whole  secret.  There  is  one  eternal  condition 
on  which  progress  is  more  dependent  than  upon  any  definite  belief.  And 
you  can  well  dispense  with  all  claim  to  doctrinal  infallibility,  all  permanent 
confession  of  faith,  so  lone  as  your  circle  is  thrilling  with  the  unspoken 
pledge,  dbote  all  things  to  lore  Truth. 

Herein  is  your  especial  title  to  the  gratitude  of  the  community.  When 
men  have  grown  so  familiar  with  the  preaching  of  the  highest  principles 
that  they  dare  to  treat  them  as  old  trumpery  they  are  weary  of  having 
.  about  them,  it  is  plain  that  they  are  in  need  of  something  else  than  to  be 
told  what  thev  should  believe.  Who  shall  break  that  spell  of  unconcern, 
which  is  deadlier  than  any  ignorance,  because  it  has  no  desire  to  be  taught? 
Who  shall  stir  in  all  of  us  the  needed  shame  of  being  deluded  as  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  nation  and  the  neighborhood,  the  needed  longing  to  stand  face 
to  face  with  the  facts  of  duty  as  they  are?  Who  shall  teach  us,  so  that  we 
cannot  shuffle  it  aside,  what  this  means,  that  no  falsehood  can  possibly 
help  us  and  no  truth  possibly  harm  us,  for  one  moment?  Open,  barefaced 
wickedness  provokes  its  own  antidote.  But  what  shall  be  done  with  the 
subtle  stupefaction  which  creeps  over  the  better  instincts* themselves? 
When  thousands  of  well-disposed  persons  are  the  ready  victims  of  such 
a  paltry  trick  for  binding  the  Free  to  the  Slave  States,  as  this  of  feeding 
Southern  shambles  with  contributions  of  Northern  patriotism,  to  build 
sepnlchres  of  the  Fathers  upon  soil  stained  to  its  granite  foundations  with 
the  blood  of  the  oppressed;  when  thousands  of  intelligent  women,  truth- 
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fill  and  lendcr-hearted,  declare  that  they  have  no  interest  in  politics,  as  if 
tlie  political  gambling  by  which  youth  is  deluded  and  manhood  wrecked 
past  all  calculation,  had  moaning  for  sons  and  hnsbaods,  and  yet  none  for 
mothers  and  wives;  when  the  help  which  such  persons  would  naturally  give 
to  every  ©ftbrt  for  justice  to  woman  is  not  given,  simply  for  lack  of  intereH 
to  inquire  into  a  state  of  things  which,  in  the  great  cities,  is  making  statis- 
tics bristle  with  horrors ;  when  facts  like  these  are  among  the  least  guilty 
as  well  as  the  commonest  forms  of  moral  indifference,  surely  the  indispen- 
sable thing  is  not  the  precept  upon  precept  of  truths  heard  and  disregarded 
a  thousand  times  over,  but  the  sight  of  men  and  women  whose  consciences 
give  them  no  rest  wiiile  one  false  or  perverted  social  relation  remains  un- 
corrected, and  who  cannot  endure  the  presence  of  a  delusion  or  a  lie. 
Deeper  than  doctrine  must  go  the  spur  that  is  to  rouse  the  great  hosts  of 
the  indolent,  the  conventional,  the  frivolous,  the  self-satisfied,  the  moral 
cowards,  and  the  theological  slaves. 

Theologies  and  philosophies  profess  to  save  men.  But  what  shall  save 
the  theologies  and  the  philosophies,  even  the  best?  What  becomes  of  the  sys- 
tem which  the  love  of  truth  does  not  continually  recast  in  the  latest  science 
and  the  freshest  piety,  in  the  larger  meanings  and  the  grander  tasks?  The 
whitest  manna,  kept  over  night,  was  not  a  kind  of  stock  to  be  desired.  It 
is  as  easy  to  die  by  the  dead  letter  of  a  higher  knowledge  as  of  a  lower. 
Does  not  the  mummy  of  the  philosopher  rest  in  the  catacombs  beside  tlie 
mummy  of  the  fool  ?  To  hold  that  God  is  spent  and  Truth  a  bygone  rev- 
elation, is  to  lie  down  in  the  mummy-pits,  where  ai)e  and  scholar,  dog  and 
priest  are  one. 

A  tradition  left  untisited  hy  the  love  of  truth — how  the  heart  silently 
dies  out  of  it,  leaving  a  shell  so  ghastly  and  desolate,  that  when  you  rightly 
describe  it,  no  man  will  confess  that  he  belongs  or  has  ever  lived  therein ! 
Take  an  illustration  from  the  history  of  Doctrine.  What  has  become  of 
that  old  endeavor,  natural  enough  when  it  began,  at  some  time  in  the 
second  century  of  Christianity,  to  elevate  a  man  into  the  place  of  Goil, 
and  then  to  pronounce  and  keep  the  dogma  final  ?  It  has  resulted  in  tlie 
honest  confession  of  one  of  the  best  representatives  of  the  popular  religious 
belief— that  the  Father  is  to  him  but  an  intangible  effluence  from  Jesus, 
who  alone  is  his  Ood.  Was  any  thing  else  to  be  expected?  There  was 
plainly  but  this  alternative.  Either  the  thought  of  Divine  Presence,  thus 
crudely  conceived,  must  be  permitted  to  grow  with  the  higher  conscious- 
ness which  lay  folded  in  it,  of  an  inspiration  not  limited  to  person  and 
place,  or  whatsoever  of  the  Infinite  substance  was  really  associated  with  the 
doctrine  must  fade  out  of  it,  giving  way  more  and  more  to  the  substituted 
Finite.  If  Jesus  is  God,  then  how  or  why  should  there  be  any  otlier  God 
than  Jesus?  Or  why  run  out  into  the  unconditioned  and  inconceivable, 
to  find  the  Life  of  the  World  ?  But  who  will  accept  this  startling  version 
of  Christianity?  "Better  believe  with  Theodore  Parker,"  cries  horror- 
stricken  Orthodoxy  ?  '*  It  is  Trinitarianism  caught  in  its  own  toils,"  cries 
Unitarianism,  in  equal  repudiation.  And  yet  if  you  leave  formal  terms  and 
come  to  practical  meanings,  I  see  not  how  it  can  be  denied  that  Mr. 
Beecher  has  but  stated  iha  iubBtantial  faith  of  the  *' liberal"  and  "evangeli- 
cal" sects  alike.  No  verbal  distinctions  can  hide  the  fact,  that  their  com- 
mon preaching  of  Jesus  as  the  express  image  of  God,  their  common  as- 
sumption that  he  has  exhausted  the  possibilities  of  goodness,  their  sensi- 
tiveness to  every  whisper  of  doubt  respecting  his  supposed  mediatorial 
functions  or  miraculous  powers — in  a  word,  the  concentration  of  all 
worship,  rite  and  creed,  of  all  religious  thought  and  conversation  about 
this  one  overshadowing  Manhood — amounts  mhstantially  to  Mr.  Ueecher'a 
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instinctive  confession  of  faith.  Uere,  as  far  as  I  can  eee,  is  the  one  practi- 
cal fact  that  swallows  up  their  superficial  and  purely  technical  differences 
— that  whatsoever  can  be  known  of  God  is  believed  to  be  revealed  in  and 
through  the  person  of  Jesus,  and  is  identified  therewith  :  that  the  devout 
Pantheism  of  the  apostle's  vision,  his  "  God  all  in  all^^^  is  lost  in  the  ex- 
clusive deification  of  one  historical  personage;  that  the  Father,  All-wise, 
All-good,  in  whose  infinity  we  live  and  move,  and  have  our  being,  has  be- 
come a  dreamy  efl3uence  from  a  human  life,  lived  two  thousand  years  ago. 
What  if  only  a  man  here  and  there  has  the  valor  and  the  plainness  of 
speech,  to  speak  out,  as  Mr.  Beecher  doe?,  the  sad  secret  of  the  Church's 
heart,  or  even  the  self-knowledge  to  be  conscious  of  it?  None  the  less 
patent  is  this  instance  of  a  belief,  exhausted  of  its  vitality,  and  turned  figainst 
the  simplicity  of  the  religions  sentiment,  by  reason  of  being  left  nnvisited 
by  the  instinct  of  progress,  of  being  put  in  place  of  the  love  of  trath, 
instead  of  submitting  to  its  tests. 

But  we  may  not  judge  men's  spiritual  attainment  by  the  form  of  their 
belief.  Here  is  an  illustration  of  quite  another  kind,  but  to  similar 
purpose : 

The  American  Colonies  threw  off  fetters  from  their  own  limbs,  and 
called  it  striking  for  universal  liberty.  The  next  age  would  fain  correct 
the  error,  by  breaking  the  bonds  of  a  race  they,  for  their  own  interests, 
left  enslaved.  But  the  children  have  chosen  to  rest  in  the  old  definitions; 
and  so,  mark  the  consequence,  even  these  are  turned  to  bluster  and  babble, 
mere  windj  inflation  and  collapse.  The  conscience,  fastened  to  the  con- 
stitutional tyranny,  as  the  fathers  were  to  the  royal,  yet  not  daring,  as 
they  did,  to  break  the  spell,  sits  down  to  trembling  calculations  which 
they  would  have  spurned.  When  the  legislators  of  Massachusetts  hesitate, 
upon  a  constitutional  scruple,  to  decree  that  it  shall  never  go  to  juries  upon 
her  soil  to  determine  whether  she  will  surrender  a  pure  woman,  soul  and 
body,  to  a  plantation  ruffian, — when  there  is  such  severity  of  conscience  as 
to  the  sacredness  of  an  oath  to  this  Union  with  the  "sum  of  all  villanies," 
and  such  debility  of  conscience  as  to  that  inevitable  and  eternal  oath  of 
human  nature  to  justice  and  mercy, — need  you  go  further  to  find  bitter 
proof  that  there  is  no  form  of  liberty,  which  can  become  inert  tradition, 
standing  in  place  of  the  earnestness  which  should  be  testing  and  judging 
it,  without  hurying  the  conscience  in  unutterable  sin  and  shame? 

Every  system  of  Theology  and  Philosophy  lays  down  some  ultimate  au- 
thority fur  its  disciples — points  to  some  court  of  final  appeal.  IIow  diverse, 
often  irreconcilable,  these  are !  In  Philosophy  it  is  the  senses,  or  the  ne- 
cessary conceptions  of  the  reason,  or  the  common  consciousness  of  man- 
kind. In  Theology  it  is  the  Bible,  or  the  well -developed  conscience,  or 
the  spiritual  constitution  with  its  holy  intuitions  and  needs.  Some  of 
these  are  better,  some  are  worse  fitted  to  serve  the  end  proposed.  To  rest  on 
the  senses  as  the  only  ground  of  certainty  is  to  fall  into  absolute  skepticism, 
as  the  history  of  Philosophy  amply  proves.  The  "  necessary  conceptions  " 
of  the  metajihysician,  however  reasonable,  are  apt  to  be  cobweb  notions, 
which  make  no  substantial  bridge  from  being  to  existence,  from  thought 
to  life;  while  the  "common  sense  of  mankind,"  on  the  other  hand,  is 
surely  reliable,  if  you  but  know  how  to  find  it;  and  reasoning  cannot  go 
behind  its  testimonies.  There  is  no  less  difi^erence  ia  the  worth  of  the 
Theological  postulates.  I  cannot  go  to  the  Bible  as  court  of  final  appeal. 
If  my  moral  sense  did  not  sit  in  judgment  on  the  Bible,  its  contradictions 
would  kill  my  soul ;  and  I  might  asi  well  fall  down  before  the  Pope  of  Rome 
or  the  Pagan  of  Washington.  The  well-developed  conscience  is  surely  firm 
ground  to  stand  on.    But  underneath  that  lie  the  intuitions  and  needs  of 
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the  spiritual  nature,  which  must  be  followed  as  we  would  the  God  who 
made  us,  and  whose  constant  word  they  are.  But  what  if  I  have  forgot- 
ten that  still  deeper  foundation,  whereon,  if  I  do  not  keep  myself  planted, 
all  these  alike  are  vain?  Where  is  the  system  which  lays  down  the  Lote 
of  Truth  as  the  final  principle,  as  the  life  and  the  way  of  all  others?  And 
yet  this  is  the  rery  organ  by  which  we  lehold  truth,  and  he  who  is  blind 
here  is  altogether  wrapped  in  night.  This  is  the  love  that  educates  all 
other  loves  to  breadth  and  clearness  and  holiness.  There  can  be  no  infal- 
lible authority  to  step  in  behind  this.  It  will  not  endure  such  bonds,  nor 
does  it  need  them.  If  we  have  it  not,  there  is  nothing  which  can  teach 
ns.  If  we  have  it,  there  is  nothing  which  can  mislead  us  far,  or  delude  us 
long.  Better  could  we  afford  to  forget  all  the  Bibles  and  all  the  heroisms 
that  have  blessed  the  world,,better  afford  to  let  go  out  of  our  consciousness 
to-day  all  those  m^estic  certainties,  to  which  the  whole  structure  of  our 
Nature  points,  of  the  Being  and  Fatherhood  of  God,  of  the  soul's  immor- 
tality and  endless  progress,  better  afford  to  have  to  begin  afresh  as  to  all 
these  ways  and  means,  than  to  lose  irrecoverably  the  one  instinct  that  vi- 
talizes and  effectuates  them  all.  For  out  of  this  came  what  was  good  in 
book  or  deed.  Out  of  this  can  it  all  be  reproduced.  Out  of  this  arises  the 
overmastering  cry  for  God,  for  Progress,  for  immortal  life,  by  which  these 
are  guaranteed ;  out  of  this  proceed  tlieir  ever  nobler  meanings ;  out  of  this 
shall  all  they  promise  be  fulfilled. 

And  because  your  movement  is  consecrated — first,  midst,  and  last— to 
this,  in  the  name  of  this  appeals  to  the  present,  and  to  the  might  of  this 
confides  its  future — therefore  every  enduring  energy  in  man  and  nature 
unites  with  the  humblest  well-wisher  to  speed  you  on  your  way. 

Samuel  Joiujson. 


FROM   L.   MAmA  CHILD. 

Watland,  May  2d,  1859. 

Tlie  returning  season  of  growth  always  brings  to  mind  your  Annoal 
Meeting,  where  1  trust  good  seed  is  sown  to  be  multiplied  in  future  har- 
vests. No  matter  how  few  meet  together,  nor  liow  little  is  the  iramediftte 
and  obvious  gain  of  their  meeting.  If  there  is  ^yjj  there,  it  will  germinate. 
Look  at  the  small,  thin  seed  of  the  mighty  elm !  Who  could  foresee  the 
wondrous  growth  therein  contained  ?  The  graceful  spreading  branches, 
wherein  birds  and  insects  innumerable  find  happy  homes,  the  enormous 
roots,  the  solid  bulk  of  wood,  were  all  contained  in  that  small,  thin  seed. 
Perchance  a  hen  scratched  a  hole  for  its  reception,  the  wind  carried  it  to 
its  destination,  and  a  dog  covered  it.  By  these  humble  agents  were  son 
and  rain  enabled  to  stir  within  it  the  latent  principle  of  life.  It  is  the  same 
with  the  seed  of  spiritual  growth.  All,  who  are  in  earnest  for  the  truth, 
are  working  for  far  greater  results  than  they  can  calculate.  Nay,  many 
who  are  working  merely  for  themselves,  like  the  hen  and  the  dog,  are  un- 
wittingly planting  some  wind-scattered  grain  of  truth,  that  is  blown  into 
their  path. 

The  greatest  obstacle  in  the  way  of  social  progress  is  the  w^ant  of  moral 
courage.  Godwin  says  truly:  "If  every  man  would  tell  to-day  all  the 
truth  he  knows,  three  years  hence  there  would  scarcely  be  a  falsehood  of 
any  mngnitude  in  the  civilized  world."  Few  dare  openly  to  question 
time-honored  creeds  and  institutions,  even  when  they  clearly  see  their  fal- 
lacy, or  have  had  experimental  proof  of  their  utter  want  of  adaptation  to 
the  requirements  of  the  soul.    And  of  the  few  who  venture  to  express  dis- 
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sent,  only  a  small  fraction  do  it  with  the  strength  of  serious  conviction,  or 
with  the  gentleness  induced  by  large,  comprehensive  views  and  expansive 
sympathies.  Those  who  attack  old  systems  are  too  apt  to  do  it  with  flip- 
pant ieers,  or  arrogant  aggressiveness.  Why  should  I  hasten  to  call  a  man 
a  fool  because  I  anticipate  that  he  will  call  me  a  skeptic  ?  Perhaps  if  I 
knew  more  of  his  interior  state,  I  should  perceive  that  he  was  no  fool ; 
and  if  he  could  clearly  see  mine,  he  would  be  aware  that  I  was  no  skeptic. 
In  all  probability,  the  only  real  difference  between  us  would  prove  to  be 
the  inevitable  result  of  different  stages  in  our  spiritual  growth.  Fortunate- 
ly, the  All-wise  Father  has  so  constituted  our  souls,  as  to  enable  us  to  re- 
ceive truth  in  such  degrees  and  modifications  as  are  best  adapted  to  our 
needs ;  even  as  plants  absorb  more  or  less  of  certain  rays  of  light,  and  thus 
become  diverse  in  color.  Light  remains  eternally  the  same;  its  various 
hues  are  produced  by  the  receptive  capacity  of  the  objects  whereon  it 
shines.  We  do  not  mock  at  the  ruby  for  reflecting  only  the  red  ray,  or  at 
the  topaz  for  reflecting  only  the  yellow.  Why,  then,  should  we  reauire 
of  human  beings  uniformity  in  their  reception  of  truth,  which  is  spritual 
light? 

Above  all  other  lessons,  we  need  to  learn  that  men  cannot  all  see  truths 
in  the  same  way.  It  is  positively  out  of  their  power,  by  reason  of  their 
different  physical  and  mental  organizations,  of  the  varying  influences  of 
education,  of  personal  experience,  and  of  social  surroundings.  Pines  that 
grow  on  the  Southern  slope  of  the  Alps  make  better  violins  than  those 
that  grow  on  the  northern  side.  Who  is  acute  enough  to  explain  by  what 
process  the  sunshine  makes  the  southern  pines  more  musical  ?  And  how 
much  mare  difficult  would  it  be  to  define  all  the  subtle  spiritual  influences, 
which,  in  fashioning  the  growth  of  our  souU^  make  them  more  or  less  re- 
sponsive to  the  eternal  harmonies ! 

Even  the  same  individual  changes  so  entirely  in  the  course  of  his  life 
that  the  angels,  if  they  designate  us  according  to  our  interior  condition, 
cannot  continue  to  call  him  by  the  same  name.  How  many  are  there 
among  you  who,  at  forty  years  old,  retain  the  same  views  of  God,  or  yonr 
own  souls,  or  the  state  of  society,  that  you  entertained  when  you  were 
twenty  ?  The  years  pass  over,  and  leave  with  you  a  thousand  impercep- 
tible influences,  that  affect  your  spiritual  growth  as  inevitably  as  they  do 
the  natural  growth  of  the  oak  or  the  elm.  If  some  friend,  who  sympa- 
thizes with  you  fully  at  forty,  should  seek  for  you  at  the  same  spiritual 
stand-point,  after  a  separation  of  twenty  years,  the  probability  is  that  he 
would  not  find  you  where  he  leffe  you ;  and  when  you  compared  notes 
together,  you  would  mutually  be  puzzled  to  understand  by  what  process 
those  who  where  once  so  near  had  wandered  so  wide  apart. 

Grod  intended  variety  in  spiritual  as  well  as  in  natural  growth.  The 
oak,  by  virtue  of  its  organization,  cannot  be  other  tlian  an  oak ;  a  willow 
cannot  be  other  than  a  willow ;  a  palm  other  than  a  palm.  Moreover,  an 
old  oak  cannot  remain  the  same  as  a  young  oak;  and  a  willow  tar  from 
water  must  develop  its  life  imperfectly,  as  ^so  must  human  souls  when 
removed  from  the  spiritual  influences  suited  to  their  organizations. 

As  I  grow  older,  I  am  less  and  less  inclined  to  accept  any  thing  upon 
authority,  or  to  slight  any  thing  which,  in  the  light  of  my  own  soul,  seems 
to  be  good  or  true.  I  am  equally  desirous  to  grow  freely  myself,  and  not 
to  unpede  the  free  growth  of  others.  I  cannot  despise  any  utterance  which 
I  believe  to  be  sincere,  however  widely  it  may  differ  from  my  own,  and 
however  earnest  I  may  be  to  convince  men  of  its  fallacy.  Jean  Paul 
Richter  says :  **  Teach  your  child  as  lovingly  to  accept  different  forms  of 
religion  among  men  as  their  different  languages,  wherein  there  is  still  but 
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one  human  mind  expressed.    Every  genius  bos  most  power  in  Lis  own 
tongue,  and  every  heart  in  its  own  religion." 

The  tendency  to  Eclecticism,  which  I  noticed  in  a  previous  letter,  he- 
comes  more  and  more  observable.  Christianity  gradually  modifies  other 
religions,  though  not  apparently  destined  to  supersede  them  entirely.  But, 
manifestly  superior  as  it  is  to  other  religions  of  the  earth,  there  is  much 
tliat  it  might  copy  from  them  advantageously.  The  Buddhist  Command- 
ments, "  Thou  shalt  not  speak  of  injuries,"  and  "  Thou  shalt  not  excite 
quarrels  by  repeating  the  words  of  others,"  are  worthy  of  being  added  to 
our  Decalogue.  The  Hindoo  reverence  for  all  places  of  worship  is  worthy 
of  our  imitation.  The  Mohammedan  law,  that  legitimate  and  illegitimate 
children,  shall  share  equally  in  the  division  of  their  fathers'  estates,  shames 
the  narrow  and  cruel  prejudice  which  prevents  a  just  distribution  of  proper- 
ty among  us.  If  we  were  to  adopt  also  the  law  of  the  Mohammedans, 
never  to  hold  in  slavery  one  of  their  own  faith,  it  would  save  us  from  the 
disgrace  of  offering  Ministers  of  the  Gospel  for  sale  in  the  market^  and  de- 
manding a  higher  price  for  them  because  they  can  be  warranted  to  have 
too  much  religion  to  murder  their  masters. 

Inside  of  Christendom,  the  mixing  and  mingling  of  sects  has  become 
more  and  more  obvious.  The  influence  of  Swedenborg's  writings,  especially 
those  portions  which  embody  his  views  of  another  world,  have  had  a  more 
pervasive  influence  than  people  are  generally  aware  of.  Whoever  com- 
pares the  sermons  of  fifty  years  ago  with  those  of  to-day  will  bo  struck 
with  their  diff^erence  of  tone  on  this  subject.  I  think  much  of  this  progress 
may  be  justly  attributed  to  the  influence  of  Swedenborg's  writings,  which 
have  become  more  or  less  infused  into  the  general  atmosphere  of  tliougbt 
and  feeling,  so  that  men  often  inhale  it  who  are  quite  unconscious  of  its 
presence. 

The  phenomena  of  Modern  Spiritualism  have  done  a  great  work  of 
preparation,  by  everywhere  removing  old  land-marks,  from  minds  that 
would  not  have  yielded  them  to  any  purely  mental  process. 

A  transition  movement  is  universally  observable  in  the  Churches.  The 
more  progressive  among  the  sects  called  orthodox  are  approaching  the 
borders  of  the  sects  called  liberal ;  while  th6  less  progressive  among  the 
liberal  sects  are  partially  returning  to  orthodoxy.  Those  in  all  sects  who 
have  absolute  necessity  of  leaning  upon  authority  tend  toward  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  or  toward  Swedenborgianism.  Those  who  are  vnable 
to  receive  truth  upon  authority  are  moving  on,  through  various  stages  of 
denial  or  inquiry;  and  they  find  their  most  powerful  exponent  in  Theodore 
Parker. 

But  subdivide  human  opinions  as  minutely  as  you  will,  each  fraction 
will,  sooner  or  later,  divide  again  ;  because  each  is  kept  to  its  mission  by 
the  conservative  and  progressive  tendencies  inherent  in  man,  as  certainly  as 
moon  and  stars  are  retained  in  their  orbits  bv  the  centripetal  and  centri- 
fugal forces.  Truth  has  had  to  fight  so  hard  for  every  inch  of  its  way  to 
freedom,  that  it  naturally  saddens  us  when  we  see  men  disposed  to  torn 
back  and  relinquish  a  portion  of  the  vantage-ground  which  their  valiant 
predecessors  gained  by  such  desperate  conflicts.  But  we  need  not  be 
troubled  by  any  such  retrogressive  movements;  neither  is  it  any  cause  for 
alarm  that  others  seem  rushing  beyond  all  bounds.  The  Divine  hand  will 
always  adjust  wisely  the  centripetal  and  centrifugal  forces  of  the  universe, 
both  spiritually  and  materially.  All  we  have  to  do  is  to  seek  light,  and  be 
faithful  to  our  own  convictions,  whether  they  impel  us  to  hold  back  or  to 
spur  forward.  Thus  will  free  individual  development,  through  multiform 
agencies,  help  on  universal  progress,  without  disturbing  universal  order. 

You  will  perhaps  think  I  have  made  a  very  long  sermon  from  a  brief 
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toxt;  but  I  wrote  as  it  came  to  rae,  and  I  know  yoa  will  receive  it  indul- 
gently, because  it  was  written  with  earnest  good  will. 

I  need  not  say  may  the  blessing  of  Heaven  rest  upon  your  efforts ;  for 
so  far  as  you  are  in  the  patli  of  true  progress,  the  Divine  blessing  will  rest 
upon  you.        Very  faithfully,  your  friend  and  well-wisher, 

L.  Makia  CniLD. 


FBOM  DANIEL  RICKET80N. 

New  Bedford,  Mass.,  May  10th,  1869. 

Respected  Friends  : — I  have  received  your  printed  circular  announcing 
the  forthcoming  Anniversary  of  the  Progressive  Friends,  for  which  kind- 
ness in  thus  remembering  me  please  accept  my  sincere  thanks.  I  assure 
you  that  I  am  happy  to  be  among  the  number  whom  you  recognize  in 
fellowship  with  you,  and  also  regret  that  I  am  unable  to  meet  with  you 
on  an  occasion  so  interesting  and  important  to  the  seekers  for  the  truth. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  Anti-Slavery  Movement  in  this  quarter  of 
New  England  embodies  so  large  a  portion  of  those  whose  opinions  coin- 
cide with  your  own,  still  I  should  be  glad  to  aid  in  the  establishment  of  a 
body  here  with  an  organir^tion  similar  to  that  you  have  so  successfully 
formed — a  New  England  Yearly  Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends.  I  would, 
therefore,  suggest  to  those  from  this  section  of  reformatory  labor,  who 
may  be  present  with  you,  the  propriety  of  opening  the  matter,  if  perfectly 
agreeable,  on  some  proper  occasion  during  your  sessions.  However  im- 
portant may  be  indiviaual  independence,  we  all  desire  to  fraternize  with 
kindred  natures,  and  if  I  am  not  much  mistaken,  a  large  body  of  inquiring 
minds  are  now  ready  in  New  England  to  unite  in  the  formation  of  a  Society 
without  the  element  of  sectaranisra,  and  are  only  waiting,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  early  Friends,  (whose  better  principles  you  appear  to  have  resusci- 
tated,) for  the  voice  of  some  faithful  herald  to  call  them  together.  Hoping 
that  the  time  is  not  far  distant,  when  the  great  cause  you  have  ut  heart 
will  receive  this  accession  to  your  pioneer  body,  and  wishing  you  every 
happy  result  from  your  benevolent  exertions, 

I  remain,  yours  faithfully, 

Daniel  Biokbtson. 


FROM  GEO.   MAN0BE8TSR. 

South  Portsmoutii,  R.  T.,  April  80,  1859. 
The  circular  announcing  the  time  and  place  of  the  next  Yearly  Meeting 
of  Progressive  Friends  has  been  forwarded  to  me  by  some  kind  friend,  to 
whom  I  feel  grateful  for  the  favor.  I  have  to  regret  that  certain  circum- 
stances will  probably  render  it  impossible  for  me  to  be  present  at  the  time 
mentioned.  I  regret  this  the  more  from  the  fact,  that  while  my  views  of 
theology  very  likely  differ  from  the  majority  of  those  who  will  come  to- 
gether at  that  time,  yet,  holding  to  no  creed  but  the  Bible,  I  should  be 
truly  glad  to  meet  with  tlie  company  who  will  assemble  at  that  time,  and 
join  with  them  in  true  spiritual  worship  of  one  common  Father,  and  also 
join  with  them  in  devising  the  best  mode  of  promoting  the  well-being  of 
the  whole  brotherhood  of  mankind.  I  trust  that  the  spirit  of  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  will  give  to  all  one  spirit  and  one  mind,  and  that 
those  who  meet  will  be  blessed,  and  that  the  influence  that  shall  go  out 
from  the  meeting  will  promote  the  present  and  eternal  well-being  of  others. 
Yours  in  the  bonds  of  Truth, 

Geo.  MANonssTER. 
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FSOM  JOHN  6.   FOBMA.N, 
Potior  of  the  Unitarian  Ckurck  in  AUon,  III. 

Alton,  111.,  May  18tb,  1859. 

Yonr  invitation  to  me  to  attend  the  Seventh  Pennsylvania  Yearly 
Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends  at  Longwood  on  the  29th  inst  is  received. 
I  should  be  most  happy  to  attend  if  it  were  morally  possible,  and  I  am 
glad  of  the  opportunity  your  letter  gives  me  to  send  an  expression  of  my 
interest  and  symoathy  in  the  liberal  movement  which  your  Yearly  Meet- 
ing represents.  Not  one  of  your  convocations  has  been  held,  during  the 
past  seven  years,  that  I  have  not  been  vrith  you  in  spirit,  and  have  read 
with  the  deepest  interest  the  report  of  your  proceedings.  But  the  cares 
of  my  domestic  life,  and  the  duties  of  my  ministry,  have  made  it  necessary 
that  I  should  remain  at  home,  in  the  quiet  sphere  of  my  pastoral  and  home 
duties. 

I  have  read  with  a  warm  and  earnest  approval  the  testimonies  and  re- 
ports which  your  society  has  published  against  the  overwhelming  moral 
evils  of  our  age,  and  I  am  sure  they  must  have  contributed  much  towards 
a  better  and  purer  public  sentiment  in  our  country,  and  a  higher  apprecia- 
tion of  the  duties  of  religion  and  the  rights  of  mankind. 

The  conflict  of  our  age  is  with  a  selfish  and  grasping  materialism,  tliat 
seeks  its  objects  without  regard  to  the  means  employed,  and  that  never 
hesitates  to  trample  on  the  laws  of  God,  or  the  rights  of  humanity,  if  thej 
stand  in  its  way.  Filibusterism,  slavery,  the  corruption  of  the  ballot-boi, 
dishonest  speculations  in  trade,  adultery  and  assassination,  are  the  char- 
acteristics of  our  time.  Whether  these  evils  shall  at  last  work  our  ruin, 
or  be  subdued  and  overcome  by  the  power  of  righteousness  and  troth,  is 
the  great  problem  of  our  American  civilization. 

In  this  conflict  it  is  gratifying  to  see  a  free  and  tolerant  religions  socie- 
ty, having  the  simplicity  of  manners  that  distinguish  the  Friends,  with  the 
faith  of  God^s  paternity  and  the  brotherhood  of  mankind  in  their  hearts, 
giving  all  their  weight  and  influence  to  the  righteous  side,  tolerating  all 
theoretiaal  diflferences  for  the  sake  of  a  great  practical  good,  and  wel- 
coming all  earnest  religious  men  and  women  to  their  fellowship  and  sym- 
patliy. 

That  God  may  bless  your  endeavors  and  extend  your  influence  is  the 
prayer  of  Your  friend  and  brother, 

J.  G.  FOBMAN. 


FBOM  MONCTTRX  D.  CONWAT, 
Potior  of  the  Firtt  Congregational  Society  in  Cincinnati, 

Cincinnati,  May  14,  1859. 
My  Bbab  Friends  : — Last  year,  about  this  time,  I  denied  myself  a  sec- 
ond visit  to  Longwood,  and  whistled  the  refrain  of  "  Wait  a  little  longer" 
to  keep  my  courage  up,  meaning  thereby  that  I  would  be  sure  to  come 
next  time.  But  now  the  occasion  recurs,  and  practically,  if  not  geographi- 
cally, I  am  at  least  ^"^e  thousand  miles  from  that  dear  old  home  of  free 
hearts  and  heads.  The  New  World  exists  to  realize  the  dreams  of  tlie 
Old ;  and  it  has  always  seemed  to  me  that  the  story  of  the  Oriental  Prince 
whose  palace  gates  were  always  open  and  open  for  all,  into  which  men 
from  any  region  of  the  world,  or  of  any  lowliness,  might  enter  and  find 
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tlieinselvee,  so  long  as  they  chose  to  remain,  entertained  as  kings,  is  alone 
realized  in  the  meeting  of  the  Progressive  Friends,  where  hospitality  to 
all  real  thoughts  and  convictions,  welcome  to  every  earnest  heart  of  what- 
ever clime  or  association  so  glorifies  the  hnmble  meeting-house,  that  St. 
Peter's  would  look  like  a  shanty  beside  it.  The  earnest  man  is  a  king  at 
rx)ngwood ;  and  so  shall  it  be  when  God's  house  is  on  the  mountain-top 
find  all  nations  flow  unto  it. 

The  deepest  tint  in  ray  ideal  of  a  true  Church  was  caught  in  one  happy 
moment  at  that  meeting :  others  have  varied  in  shade  or  perhaps  faded, 
but  that  tint  remains  a  steadfast  part  of  the  pattern  shown  me  in  tlio 
mount,  after  which  all  things  are  to  be  done.  For  I  saw  then  that  every 
pure  idea  was  a  thing  of  altogether  princely  power :  that  no  sooner  was 
the  truth  plain  to  the  eye  than  a  hilt  was  pressed  into  the  hand — hilt  of  a 
sword  which  could  never  lose  the  day.  Before,  I  was  constantly  vexing 
myself  that  Right  and  Might  should  be  in  divorce,  and  that  Wrong  should 
have  any  sceptre  at  all :  but  then  I  saw,  and  each  day  has  brought  it  out 
more  clearly,  that  Wrong  has  put  on  the  mask  of  Might  only  because  it  is 
really  paralyzed,  and  that  Right  can  go  on  without  the  outside  shows  of 
strength,  because  it  knows  that  it  is  marching  to  the  music  of  Destiny. 
Therefore  let  us  serve  the  Right  not  from  fear  of  the  Wrong,  but  from  the 
pure  joy  of  serving ! 

In  my  Church  here  I  have  lately  felt  called  upon  to  bear  my  testimony 
in  favor  of  the  steadfastness  of  Nature  as  against  the  spurious  Christianity 
which  held  that  God  could  only  reveal  himself  to  the  world  by  setting 
aside  her  beautiful  laws,  in  favor  of  the  view  that  miracle  is  the  Universal 
Fact  and  not  a  Jewish  one,  nor  one  of  1859  years  ago ;  also  in  favor  of  the 
faitli  that  this  earth,  with  all  its  beauty  and  poetry,  belongs  to  God  and 
not  to  the  Devil,  and  that  we  should  not  cast  off  any  thing  which  has 

frown  out  of  nature,  (human  or  other,)  but  bring  all  up  into  the  mount  of 
ransfiguration, — so  that  beauty,  poetry,  music,  and  every  art  should  be- 
come ministering  spirits  to  roan.  Tou  may  have  seen  what  a  commotion 
such  deadly  ideas  have  produced  in  my  Church.  Yet  I  am  happy  to  say 
that  though  there  was  a  large  secession,  the  mcgority  of  my  people  tliis 
time  stood  firm,  others  came  in  by  a  true  sympathy,  and  I  find  myself 
now  for  the  first  time  in  a  Church  utterly  and  openly  fbee.  For  which 
mercy  my  heart  kneels  thankfully,  knowing  that  true  freedom  means  only 
the  taking  on  of  a  noble  yoke  I 

Truly  sorry  that  I  cannot  be  with  you  this  year,  for  whi.ch  the  reasons 
are  domestic  and  insurmountable,  I  send  a  benediction  woven  of  sweet 
memories  of  the  Friends  personally,  and  deep  yearnings  for  the  better  Day 
which  they  are  doing  so  much  to  usher  in.  I  stretch  ray  hand  over  two 
States,  and  with  its  warm  pressure  say  to  them,  that  when  any  true  man 
or  woman  among  them  has  a  word  for  this  city,  they  may  come  knowing 
that  they  have  as  much  a  pulpit  here  as  I  have. 

With  friendliest  greetings,  yours, 

M.  D.  Con  WAT. 


FROM   OKO.  r.   NOTES, 
Pastor  of  the  Firtt  Independent  Society  in  New  York. 

New  York,  19th  May,  1859. 
My  Dear  Friends: — Unable  to  go  to  your  meeting,  I  send  you  the 
platform  of  "  The  First  Independent  Society,"  on  which  I  am  now  working. 
^*  The  above  movement  has  been  commenced  in  this  city,  in  conform- 
ity with  what  is  believed  to  be  a  widely  felt  need. 
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^^  It  lias  for  iu  basis  a  belief  in  tlie  divine  presence  in  every  hnman  sool; 
and  in  tile  inherence  and  universality  of  inspiration.  Above  all  books,  all 
teachers,  all  churches,  it  places  the  authority  of  the  eternal  word  of  God 
in  the  soul  of  man,  which  is  truth. 

*  It  asserts  the  absolute  right  of  every  human  soul  to  expound  for  itself 
the  relations  which  exist  between  it  and  its  God.  It  protests  against  tb» 
substitution  of  cre^d  for  character^  and  claims  that  the  true  test  of  a  man's 
religion,  is,  not  what  ho  believes  or  pro/esses^  but  what  he  «  and  does, 

*'It  recognizes  the  divinity  of  truth,  whether  it  be  found  in  tlie  inspira- 
tion of  the  individual  soul,  in  the  primary  manifestations  of  nature,  the 
demonstrations  of  science,  or  in  the  utterance  of  the  prophets  and  inspir- 
ed teachei's  of  humanity. 

*'  As  an  association  of  truth-seekci*8  for  sympathetic  worship  and  honest 
inquiry ,,it  tolerates  all  diversities  of  opinion,  and  welcomes  every  earnest 
teaching  based  upon  a  genuine  desire  for  human  progress  and  practical  re- 
form. 

"Protesting  against  any  divorce  between  religion  andevery-day  life,  as- 
serting that  the  normal  development  of  every  natural  faculty,  capacity 
and  power  is  the  great  end  of  creation,  it  seeks  to  found  its  efforts,  not 
upon  theologic  dogmas,  but  upon  the  actual  facts  of  human  nature. 

"  Its  chief  purpose  is  to  inculcate  the  practical  lessons  of  life  growing  out 
of  the  great  primary  fact  of  '  the  fatherhood  of  god  and  the  bbotheb- 

HOOD  OF  MAN.* " 

This  statement  of  views  will  prove  more  conclusively  than  aught  eke 
I  could  do  or  say  at  Longwood,  how  sincerely  I  sympathize  with  yonr 
efforts  in  behalf  of  freedom,  progress,  and  vital  religion.  I  know  you  will 
have  a  refreshing  time,  and  I  should  like  to  be  with  you. 

Very  sincerely, 

George  F.  Notes. 


FROM  GUT  O.  SAMPSON. 

Northfield,  Vi.,  May  9, 1859. 

Hitherto  I  have  had  but  an  inkling  of  the  "  Progressive  Friends."  I 
enjoyed  some  months  since  a  cursory  perusal  of  their  address  on  "  Amuse- 
ments," which  impressed  me  as  the  most  masterly  thing  on  the  subject 
ever  printed ;  but  I  know  not  if  it  be  now  in  market.  Last  year  I  heard 
of  the  generous  and  noble  treatment  of  your  body  towards  Theodore 
Parker,  and  recently  the  call  of  your  Annual  Meeting  fell  nnder  ray  eye. 
It  struck  me  as  the  fittest  and  most  important  thing  for  Uiis  age  and 
country  which  I  had  ever  seen,  or  could  well  imagine.  I  cannot  reooUect 
its  phraseology,  but  I  remember  two  things  in  it  which  are  sufficient  for 
my  purpose,  and,  as  I  think,  sufficient  also  for  the  reformation  of  the  world. 
I  refer,  1st,  to  the  dispensing  with  all  creeds,  and  2d,  the  discussion  of 

E radical  matters  only.  All  the  language  I  can  command  seems  poor  and 
eggarly  in  the  extreme  for  the  expression  of  my  views  and  feelincs  on  these 
two  points.  The  first  reading  of  the  Call  was  perfectly  electrical  upon  me. 
But  I'll  give  you  facti  instead  of  words  to  show  you  where  I  am  in  relation 
to  this  whole  subject.  I  was  a  Congregational  preacher  several  years. 
I  occasionally  felt  some  ohafings  from  the  collar,  and,  almost  from  the  com- 
mencement of  my  ministnr,  espoused  the  sentinoents  of  the  *' Friends" 
against  slavery  and  toar,  I  also  embraced  their  views  of  supporting  the 
indigent,  and  not  sending  *^  Jesus  Christ  to  the  Poor-house,"  and  in  relation 
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to  siraplicity  of  dress  and  manners;  but  I  did  not,  and  thought  I  could  not^ 
praetue  all  these  things.  Ten  years  ago  I  came  down  flat  to  the  bottom 
principle  of  true  Protestantism,  viz. :  the  right  of  private  judgment  intact 
in  all  religions  matters,  accountability  to  God  only  in  these  things,  ond 
hence  no  amenability  to  Church  or  State,  and  so  none  to  any  man  or  set 
of  men,  whether  civil  or  ecclesiastical.  I  then  began  to  tear  creeds  in 
pieces,  and  cast  them  away.  I  soon  found  myself  alone  with  practical  ques 
tions ;  and  I  declared  that  these  should  be  my  only  test  of  Christian  fellow 
ship.  I  shall  never  forget  what  pious  horror  I  excited  in  a  minister  of  the 
same  local  association  with  me  when  I  told  him  my  fellowship  was  greater 
for  a  certain  Universalist  than  for  him,  because,  on  the  great  subjects  of 
education,  temperance,  liberty,  peace  and  purity,  especially  the  means  of 
promoting  these  reforms,  I  more  nearly  agreed  with  that  man  than  with 
him.  I  could  scarce  obtain  an  audience  with  him ;  nor  did  the  Associa- 
tion accept  my  proposal  to  discuss  the  creed  question  in  the  light  of  gen- 
uine Protestantism.  They  chose  to  let  me  pass  out,  on  the  ground  that 
I  "  failed  to  attend  meetings  and  perform  the  parts  assigned."  For  awhile 
the  Unitarians  seemed  to  have  the  right  of  it,  while  the  Universalists  won 
my  favor  in  some  respects.  But  I  soon  ascertained  that  they  were  both 
more  or  less  bigoted  and  creed-bound.  I  at  length  rested  on  substantially 
the  same  foundation  with  that  occupied  by  Theodore  Parker.  With  him 
I  am  compelled  to  reject  the  verbal,  plenary  inspiration  of  the  Scriptures^ 
and  apply,  especially  to  the  Old  Testament,  the  double  process  of  a  gen- 
erous expurgation  and  a  severe  eclecticism.  Tests  of  fellowship  are  not 
the  wares  which  reformatory  men  like  to  deal  in  veir  abundantly.  Still, 
going  deeper  than  practical  questions  to  practice  itself,  we  cannot  accord 
to  the  criminal,  the  licentious,  the  tyrant,  the  miser,  and  those  of  their 
type  or  degree  of  wickedness,  the  same  kind  of  fellowship  as  to  the  be- 
nevolent, virtuous  and  progressive.  We  can  accord  a  certain  fellowship  of 
common  human  brotherhood,  a  fellowship  of  pity  and  good  will  to  all 
mankind  without  regard  to  character ;  but  it  is  impossible  not  to  feel  a 
higher,  holier  affinitv  for  those  who  are  not  only  good  in  purpose  and 
oonduot,  but  especially  consecrated  to  the  progress,  elevation  and  univer- 
sal emancipation  of  the  race.  Here  we  nnd  special  attraction,  assimila- 
tion and  reciprocal  benefit. 

I  might  speak  of  the  absurdity  of  excluding  theological  and  religions 
matters  from  the  list  of  those  in  which  we  are  to  make  progress.  It  is  here 
that  a  great,  perhaps  the  great  evils  of  creeds,  is  made  manifest.  There 
must  be  progress  here  as  well  as  elsewhere.  Hence,  how  beautiful  and 
apposite  the  designation  of  your  Society,  ^^  Progressite  FHtndsJ*^  "  Teare 
my  friends  if  ye  do  whatsoeter  I  command  you,"*^  saith  the  blessed  Master. 
Tes,  Friends,  Progressive  in  well-doing  and  in  the  discussion  of  what  we 
are  to  do,  God  and  man,  heaven  and  earth,  speed  them  in  their  exalted, 
world-embracing  divine  mission  I  From  my  inmost  heart,  I  say  it,  there 
is  no  time  nor  place  equal  in  my  estimation  and  affections  to  that  when 
and  where  you  hold  your  meeting;  but  I  cannot  be  with  you  except  in 
spirit  My  mind,  heart,  conscience  and  whole  soul  are  with  yon,  and  I 
hope  the  season  will  be  worthy  the  call,  purpose,  end  and  aim  of  your 
people. 

A  few  words  by  way  of  a  synopsb  of  my  views,  and  I  will  close  this 
desultory  communication.  Land-reform  is  at  the  foundation  ot  alL  Did 
God  give  me  air  and  no  earth  ?  But  I  pass.  Dietetic  reform  is  next.  The 
element  of  my  theology  is,  that  mankind  fell  by  eating,  and  cannot  rise 
and  be  saved  without  reform  in  this  matter.  ^*-  All  disease  comes  by  stuf- 
fing and  fretting,"  said  Dr.  Abernethy ;  but  stuffing  is  first.    Here  I  strike 
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the  Pandora-box,  containiug  mon^s  ills  and  miscliiefd.  I  could  show  how 
other  things  flow  from  excess  of  eating,  fasteating,  and  eating  what  is  an- 
fit  for  those  creatures  of  God  made  in  his  image,  erect,  rational,  responsi- 
ble, immortal.  In  this  connection  I  might  speak  of  temperance,  techni- 
cally,  but  that  will  be  understood.  And  I  have  practised,  written  and  lec- 
tured 84  years  against  rum,  id  omne  genus.  Our  eating  habits  and  appetites 
form  a  terrible  substratum  of  temperance,  i.  e.,  in  the  use  of  intoxicatinj^ 
drinks.  But  stop.  How  shall  I  speak  of  air,  exercise  and  amusements  ? 
I  need  not.  Woman's  rights,  abolition  of  slavery,  of  war,  of  monopolie* 
of  all  kinds,  the  sweeping  away  of  clans  and  coteries,  the  prostration  of 
pride,  vanity,  conceit,  ostentation,  the  butterfiy-flauntin^  of  modern 
fashion  especially,  and  moit  especially  the  complete  exorcism,  and  send- 
ing to  hell  of  the  demagoguism  and  corruptions  so  rife  and  ran^pant  in 
both  church  and  state — the  great  cancer  of  the  "  body  politic,"  as  also  the 
dependence  and  succor  of  slavery,  war,  intemperance,  popery,  irreligion 
aud  immorality — these  are  of  my  sentiments,  aims  and  aspirations.  I  eay, 
all  hail  to  those  who  will  join  in  the  general  and  final  overthrow  of  these 
and  similar  abominations. 

Yours, 

Guy  C.  Sampson. 


FKOM  JOSHUA.  nUTCniNSON. 

MiLFORD,  N.  II.,  May  •27th,  1859. 
My  heart  of  hearts  is  with  you  as  jou  go  to  your  annual  jubilee.    I 
have  earnestly  desired  to  be  with  yon  m  person  at  this  session,  but  as  I  am 
necessarily  prevented,  I  can  assure  you  that  I  shall  be  there  in  apirit.    God 
be  with  you  all  I     While  we  live,  let  ns  build  up  humanity. 

JosiruA  HuTonncsoN. 


FROM  OBRRIT  SMrTH. 

Peterbobo,  April  25, 1859. 

Many  thanks  for  so  warmly  inviting  me  to  attend  the  approaching 
Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends.  I  wish  I  could  attend  it.  But  that 
opportunity  of  being  refreshed  and  enlightened  I  am  compelled  by  my 
excessive  business  to  forego.  Heaven  bless  the  Progressive  Friends! 
They  are  doing  a  great  and  good  work.  The  papers,  which  they  send  out 
to  the  world  yearly  are  full  of  timely  and  precious  truth,  and  are  deeply 
and  widely  instructive. 

The  current  religions  are  a  failure.  The  religion  of  reason,  which  is 
the  religion  of  Jesus,  is  the  only  one  that  can  save  the  world. 

Your  friend,  GKBBrr  Smrn. 


FROM  SAMUBL  MAT,  JUN. 

Lkioesteb,  Mass.,  May  15,  1859. 
I  thought  last  year,  and  I  have  been  thinking  this  spring,  that  I  would 
get  to  your  Progressive  Friends'  Meeting  this  year.  But  I  find  now  that  it  is 
useless  for  me  to  think  of  it,  as  it  follows  so  bard  after  our  New  England 
Convention  that  I  could  barely  get  from  one  to  the  other,  even  could  I 
leave  at  that  time  undone  the*  accumulation  of  work  which  will  call  for 
immediate  attention.    I  must,  therefore,  give  it  np ;  and  as  I  wrote  yon  a 
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letter  last  year,  I  will  not  trouble  you  with  one  this,  but  will  only  thank 
you  for  the  invitation  to  attend,  and  send  you  ray  best  wishes  for  a  pros- 
perous and  pleasanii  Meeting.  Peace  be  with  yon,  and  great  courage  also, 
and  may  the  Spirit  of  Power  rest  visibly  upon  your  Meeting.  Kebuke  the 
manifold  sins  of  this  ungodly  and  corrupt  nation,  and  sound  an  alarm 
which  will  reach  the  dwellers  in  the  farthest  bounds  of  the  land,  and  also 
prove  yourselves  to  be  faithful  and  trne  watchmen  upon  the  walls.  Spare 
not  to  rebuke  the  chief  sinners,  even  those  who  sit  in  the  high  places  of 
Ohurch  and  of  State,  who  wink  at  the  iniquities  of  one  another,  and  who 
reek  in  their  own,  contaminating  every  outlet  of  influence  by  their  foul 
and  pestilential  example.  Labor  earnestly  for  the  day  when  that  Mighty 
Hand  shall  be  again  stretched  forth,  which  shall  thoroughly  purge  his  floor, 
and  sweep  away  the  chaff  and  the  refuse,  and  consume  it  utterly.  Oh, 
that  we  might  ALL  thoroughly  withhold  our  own  hands  from  any — the 
least— connection  and  complicity  with  the  doers  of  wickedness.  Then 
would  Grod  visit  us  with  his  salvation,  and  our  land  would  be  saved  from 
his  just  wrath  and  retribution.  Let  not  your  trumpet  give  an  uncertain 
nor  a  feeble  sound. 

Samubl  May,  Jun. 


FROM  IIBNRY  CHARLES. 

Cottage  Home,  Fifth  mo.  7th,  1859. 

As  the  time  approaches  for  the  assembling  of  your  Annual  Meeting  I 
am  drawn  towards  you  in  spirit,  and  feel,  I  trust,  a  measure  of  that  love 
which  has  hitherto  presided  over  your  counsels. 

I  have  hoped,  from  year  to  year,  that  circumstances  would  permit  me 
to  be  "  with  you  in  the  body,"  where  I  could  hear  a  free,  a  pure  gospel 
preached ;  but  the  time  is  now  nigh,  and  my  hope  has  to  be  again  deferred. 

May  your  humble  but  earnest  efforts  to  promote  vital  truth  be  ever  a 
standing  rebuke,  a  living,  a  speaking  commentary  upon  the  do-nothing 
policy  of  proud,  self-suflficient  Churches,  which  like  their  "illustrious  pre- 
decessors," the  Priest  and  the  Levite,  "  pass  by  on  the  other  side,"  and 
leave  the  poor  **  man  who  has  fallen  among  thieves  "  to  his  sad  fate. 

Dear  friends,  be  encouraged  to  "  leave  the  things  which  are  behind, 
and  press  forward  to  the  things  that  are  before."  Wield  all  the  instru- 
mentalities of  head  and  heart,  mind  and  soul,  tongue,  pen  and  press,  with 
which  a  beneficent  Creator  has  blessed  you,  with  strong  and  willing  hands 
for  the  promotion  of  His  cause  in  the  earth. 

"With  firm  assurance  that  the  time  will  come  when  "righteousness 
shall  cover  the  earth  as  the  waters  do  the  sea," 

Yours  fraternally, 

Hbn'bt  Charles. 


FROM  WILLIAM  H.  FI6U. 

Toledo,  O.,  May  16,  1869. 
Dear  Friends  : — I  thank  you  for  your  kind  invitation  to  attend  your 
Yearly  Meeting,  but  I  am  beginning  to  despair  of  the  enjoyment  very  soon 
of  so  great  a  treat,  as  all  my  moves  seem  to  be  farther  off— nearer  and 
nearer  to  the  setting  sun.  Every  year  I  have  encouraged  myself  with  the 
hope  of  being  with  you  the  succeeding  one,  but  I  find  I  must  simply  yield 
myself  to  the  leadings  of  Providence,  trusting  that,  sooner  or  later,  they 
will  be  in  the  direction  of  my  wishes.    I  shall  bo  likely  to  follow  such 
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leadings  most  cheerfully.  Tliere  is  no  people  that  I  more  desire  to  meet 
tlian  those  who  usually  assemble  on  that  occasion — so  libera^  so  broad,  so 
universally  and  thoroughly  reformatory  do  they  seem  to  me  to  be.  May 
they  ever  remain  faithful  in  all  things,  and  be  progressive  practically  as 
well  as  in  theory  I 

Last  year  yon  had  with  you  that  true,  and  strong,  and  brave  man,  who 
has  for  the  past  sixteen  years  so  stirred  the  stagnant  world  and  Chorch 
on  Theological  and  Humanitary  questions  as  to  become  one  of  tlie  ^^  be&t 
hated,"  as  well  as  the  most  loved,  representative  men  of  America ;  bnt 
who  has  lately,  to  the  deep  regret  and  grief  of  thousands,  had  to  "  flee  away 
to  more  congenial  climes  as  for  his  life."  I  allude,  of  course,  to  Ber. 
Theodore  Parker.  What  a  loss  is  it  to  the  world  that  such  a  roan  should 
be  taken  from  his  field  of  labor — perhaps  forever — in  the  prime  of  his  life! 

All  Liberalists,  and  Reformers  particularly,  should  learn  to  meet  each 
other  as  equals,  without  regard  to  sectarian  opinions.  This  has,  indeed, 
been  a  cherished  and  distinguishing  idea  of  yours  from  the  first ;  and  it  is 
an  encouraging  sign  of  the  times  that  there  is  an  increasing  demand  in 
various  directions  for  your  broad  and  catholic  platform.  We  certainly 
owe  a  great  deal  to  the  American  and  Massachusetts  Anti-Slavery  Societies 
for  this  hopeful  state  of  things — to  them  as  pioneers,  who  did  much  to 
quicken  thousands  into  a  humanitary  aud  progressive  life.  They  have 
been  even  to  ministers  and  churches,  and  political  parties,  what  a  locomo- 
tive is  to  a  train  of  cars ;  and  the  Beechers  and  Cheevers  would,  perhaps, 
have  hardly  been  seen  to  move  in  the  right  direction  but  for  them.  God 
be  praised  that  there  is,  at  least,  one  class  of  men,  caring  naught  for  pul- 
pits, or  ofiScial  stations  of  any  kind,  or  for  any  worldly  honors  and  emoln- 
mente,  who  will  grant,  uncontested,  no  single  State  or  smallest  snot  of 
earth  for  oppression  to  stand  upon !  The  Pulpits  and  Churches  eaivi  lead 
in  any  new  and  radical  reform,  organized  as  they  are ;  and  many  a  minister 
will  confess  it  Grateful,  therefore,  should  we  be  that  there  is  a  company 
of  ostracised  "  fanatics"  that  can.  They  make  it  easier,  too,  for  us  min- 
isters to  tell  what  little  of  truth  wo  can  to  our  Societies,  for  they  will 
bear  more  than  though  there  were  none  ahead  of  us  *^  turning  the  world 
upside  down" — none  so  tery  radical  as  to  take  the  reproach  from  us. 

There  is  a  large  and  increasing  Viumber  of  "  Liberalists"  throughout  the 
country,  who  are  beginning  to  see  that  it  is  not  only  the  true  principle  bnt 
the  true  policy  also,  to  widen  their  platform,  and  to  encourage  a  variety 
of  opinion  in  unity  of  spirit.  If  they  undertake  to  organize  omy  one  idea, 
such  as  Universalism  and  Unitarianism,  for  instance,  tliey  understand  that 
they  must  be  exceedingly  small  in  many  places;  and  that  they  must  there- 
fore be  liberal  enough  to  take  in  all  classes  who  aim  right ;  as  you  do-^ 
Universal ists.  Unitarians,  Rationalists,  Spiritualists,  and  every  class  that  is 
progretsite — repelling  no  sincere  man  of  any  class. 

A  movement  quite  like  yours  we  have  organized  in  Cortland,  New 
York,  and  it  is  working  effectively  and  to  the  consternation  of  sectarians. 
As  often  as  we  can  secure  their  services,  we  have  Emerson,  Phillips,  Gar- 
rison, Higginson,  Mayo,  Thomas  Starr  King,  and  various  other  similar  rep- 
resentative men,  to  address  us ;  and  not  only  in  the  Lyceum,  of  a  week- 
day evening,  where  they  necessarily  have  to  conform  somewhat  to  con- 
ventional rules,  but  in  the  Church  on  Sunday,  where  they  can  be  entirely 
free  to  give  us  their  freshest  and  most  earnest  thoughts  on  any  subject 
they  may  choose.  This  example  might  be  copied  with  good  results  in 
many  places  where  there  is  a  nucleus  of  inaependent  and  progressive 
persons  to  start  with. 

In  New  York  city  also  there  are  encouraging  signs.  Frothingham,  and 
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Longfellow,  and  Noyes,  are  doing  a  good  work  that  yoa  will  all  approve. 
So  is  Mr.  Furness  in  Philadelphia,  and  A.  D.  Mayo  in  Albany,  and  Samuel 
J.  May — though  now  absent — in  Syracuse.  And  Adin  Ballon,  E.  D. 
Draper  and  others,  still  work  faithfully  and  effectually  for  every  reform, 
at  H6pedale.  Nor  are  the  Unitarians  and  Universalists,  still  in  pulpits,  few 
in  number,  whose  sympathies  and  efforts  are  in  the  right  direction,  and 
who  are  doing  what  can  be  done,  in  their  position,  for  freedom  and  pro- 
gress. Ex-ministers,  too,  there  are,  both  of  liber^  and  orthodox  antece- 
dents, too  radical  for  pulpits,  who  are  doing  much  as  lecturers  and  preach- 
ers, in  various  parts  of  the  country.  And  the  Spiritualists,  whatever  may 
be  said  of  the  follies,  and  fanaticisms,  and  vices,  that  have  got  mixed  up 
with  them,  are  likewise  a  powerfully  reformative  force  in  the  community ; 
and  the  best  of  them  are  taking  broader  ground  than  hitherto,  and  de- 
manding practical  and  universal  philanthropy  as  the  fruit  of  their  new 
faith.  But  tim^  would  fail  me  to  speak  of  all  the  forces  that  are  mar- 
shalled and  marshalling  in  the  general  cause  you  represent  And  the 
Church  is  growing  weaker  and  weaker  every  year.  Its  chief  sustaining 
and  propelling  power  now  is  only  fashion ;  and  not  one  quarter  of  those 
who  sustain  it,  as  it  is  represented  by  various  evangelical  sects,  believe  or 
respect  its  doctrines,  or  care  for  its  authority.  It  has  lost  its  hold  of  the 
fears  of  the  mass  and  can  never  regain  it.  Few  independent  thinking  men 
in  any  community  enroll  themselves  as  its  members ;  and  as  their  reverence 
and  faith  have  gone,  more  rational  and  humane  movements,  similar  in 
spirit  to  yours,  must  take  them  up.  The  old  Church,  based  on  Creed  and 
Ritual,  must  evidently  decrease ;  the  new,  based  on  Character  and  Right- 
eousness, must  increase.    Christ  will  supersede  Moses, 

Henry  Ward  Beecher  is  also  doing  an  immense  work  in  the  cause  of 
freedom  and  progress ;  and  he  should  not  be  too  severely  criticised  by  the 
uncompromising  reformers,  who  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  get  rid  of 
all  their  ecclesiastical  and  other  trammels.  Though  his  trumpet  often 
gives  "an  uncertain  sound"  to  such  persons,  he  is  evidently,  on  the 
whole,  a  very  grand  man,  both  in  head  and  heart — and  in  action,  too— 
and  Is  doing  an  essential  work  in  a  Held  that  no  other  man  can  improve 
80  well.  He  says  the  people  "  know  he  is  orthodox,  and  so  he  makes 
them  swallow  him  whole ;  nor  does  he  oil  his  scales  as  he  goes  down,  but 
sticks  out  his  fins  and  goes  scraping  all  the  way."  That  is  the  secret  of 
his  success  with  multitudes  who  would  not  go  to  hear  a  "  heretic."  And 
if  be  does  sometimes  go  to  the  catechism  of  his  childhood,  and  then  talk 
puerilities,  and  is  often  restrained  from  saying  and  doing  the  best  things, 
by  his  social  and  ecclesiastical  position,  he  has,  nevertheless,  very  great 
merits,  and  should  have  the  sympathy  and  emphatic  commendation  of  all 
reformers.  Beecher  never  puts  theology  in  the  foreground  in  his  preaching, 
making  that  the  test  of  fellowship,  but  the  love  of  God  and  the  love  of 
man — the  Spirit  of  Christ.  No  matter  about  his  theology,  then ;  and  such 
a  conservative  theologian  may  possibly  do  good  to  those  inclined  to  be  too 
radical — to  go  too  fast  and  too  far.  But,  then,  he  ought  to  be  criticised 
by  those  who  have  earned  the  right  to  criticise  him,  by  having  sacrificed 
more  than  he  has  for  absolute  and  uncompromising  Christianity,  but  not 
without  mercy.  He  is  a  bold  and  efficient  leader  in  the  cause  of  humanity 
and  progress,  and  vastly  more  of  an  "  infidel "  than  an  "  evangelical." 

A  consideration,  then,  of  all  these  forces  that  are  to  work  with  them, 
ought  to  encourage  the  Progressive  Friends,  and  all  Friends  of  Progress  to 
**  labor  and  to  wait."  And  God  is  on  their  side — on  the  side  of  Freedom, 
Temperance,  Peace,  and  Universal  Righteousness,  and  that  gives  them  the 
majority  and  sure  success  ultimately.        Fraternally  yours, 

Wm.  H.  Fisu. 
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FROM  HENRY   OATLIN. 


Erik,  Pa.,  May  16tli,  1859. 
Dear  Friends: — I  shonld  much  like  to  meet  with  yea  in  your  seventli 
Yearly  Meeting.  I  sliall  be  kept,  liowever,  from  sach  pleasure,  fiy  Uie 
pressure  of  home  duties,  which  ask  and  demand  my  attention.  At  some 
future  meeting,  1  hope  circumstances  will  suffer  me  to  be  present  mpfrptn 
— in  spirit  and  sympathy  I  am  with  you  ahoays. 

If  my  name  is  not  upon  your  lists,  enroll  it  us  that  of  one  recognizing 
the  Fatherhood  of  God  and  the  Brotherhood  of  Man. 

Truly  your  friend,  H.  Catux. 


FROM  JEMIMA   M.   WEBSTER. 

IIarrisville,  O.,  Fifth  mo.  15th,  1859. 

Dear  Friends  : — Some  friendly  hand  sent  us  3'our  circular,  calling  for 
those  who  love  God  and  humanity,  to  meet  togotlier  for  the  renewal  of 
spiritual  strength,  power,  and  happiness.  The  friends  of  my  youth  will  be 
there,  for  your  meeting  will  be  held  in  my  native  county ;  and  I  should  love 
to  be  present.  My  best  wishes  for  your  progress,  as  members  of  tlie  true 
Church  of  Christ.  We  have  an  inner  life  and  an  outer  life,  and  the  inner 
life  is  the  true  life ;  we  have  a  spiritual  body  and  a  physical  body,  and  the 
spiritual  body  is  the  true  body;  the  one  is  destructible  and  the  other  inde- 
structible. It  is  a  great  privilege  to  meet  for  great  objects,  where  ^'  none 
can  make  afraid."  Thousands  have  been  martyred  for  this,  Jesus  himself 
had  to  flee  for  his  life  from  the  temple  of  Jerusalem,  for  speaking  the  tmtli. 

War,  slavery  and  the  gallows  demand  your  attention.  We  should  be 
ashamed  to  be  called  Christians  while  such  giant  evils  exist  in  our  land,  and 
we  are  not  laboring  earnestly  for  their  removal.  What  will  the  next,  orsome 
subsequent  century  say  of  us?  "  Away  back  in  the  dark  ages  they  enslaved 
each  other — they  stood  in  rows  and  shot  each  other  down  like  dogs— they 
hung  human  beings  upon  the  gallows."  God  help  the  good  to  hasten  the 
day  when  every  fetter  shall  be  broken,  when  every  sword  shall  be  beaten 
into  a  ploughshare,  and  every  gallows  be  thrown  down  I 

Your  friend,  Jemima  M.  Webstkb. 


FROM  JAMES  FREEMAN   GLARKE, 
Pastor  of  the  Church  of  the  Di$cipUi  in  Boston. 

Jamaica  Plain,  May  27th,  1859. 
My  Bear  Friends  : — I  have  somehow  mislaid  the  letter  in  whicli  1 
was  kindly  invited  to  the  Meeting  of  the  Progressive  Friends.    Sometime 
or  other  I  hope  to  go  there,  and  to  see,  face  to  face,  that  good  people. 
This  year  I  must  deny  myself. 

With  many  good  wishes  that  you  may  have  a  good  time,  and  not  be 
afraid  of  other?,  nor  yet  of  yourselves, 

I  am  yours  truly,  James  Freeman  Clarke. 
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POWEB  OF  TRUTH. 

Tmutb  cjHj  needs  to  he  for  onoe  ipoke  out, 
And   there's  snoh  music  in  her,   suoh   strange 

rbjtbm, 
As  makes  men^s  memories  her  joyous  sIstss. 
Get  bat  the  troth  once  uttered,  and  His  like 
A  star  new-bom,  that  drops  into  its  place, 
And  -which,  once  droUng  m  its  placid  round, 
Kot  all  the  tumult  of  the  earth  can  shake. 
1  do  not  fear  to  follow  out  the  truth, 
Albeit  along Vte  precipice*B  edge. 
Xict  UB  apefuc  plain :  tliero  is  more  force  in  names 
Than  most  men  dream  of;  and  a  lie  may  keep 
Its  throne  a  whole  sffo  longer,  if  it  skulk 
Behind  the  shield  of  some  fair-seeming  name. 
Let  us  oull  tyrants,  t^anU^  and  maintain 
That  only  freedom  comes  by  grace  of  God, 
And  all  that  oomea  not  by  his  grace  most  fidl ; 
For  men  in  earnest  have  nu  time  to  waste 
In  patching  fig-leaves  for  the  naked  truth. 

Jambs  Russxll  Lowsll. 


•  Powxa— where  is  it  t  Not  in  armed  men, 
not  in  governmental  facilities,  not  in  nations, 
not  in  engines  of  slaughter.    I  will  tell  you 
where  there  is  power.    Where  the  dew  lies 
on  the  hills,  and  the  nun  is  moistening  the 
roots  of  the  various  plants ;  where  the  sun- 
shine pours  steadily ;  where  the  brook  flows 
along — there  is  power.    Mightier  than  hosts 
of  armed  men  are  the  green  blades  of  spring- 
time promising  a  harvest.    For  what  would 
be  hnman  power  without  Qod*s  daily  bread  f 
"What  would  be  all  the  muniments  of  war,  if 
the  earth  should  withhold  its  resources,  if 
the  sun  did  not  shine,  and  the  rain  did  not 
Ikll!    We  depend  upon  God's  mercy  back 
of  every  thing  else,  and  it  shall  go  ahead  of 
every  thing  else.  The  iearfhl  symlwis  of  man*8 
passion  and  guilt  must  all  go  down  before  the 
transcendent  beauty  of  Uiat  power  which 
was  in  Jesus  Christ    Oh,  man,  there  is  ^lory 
and  power  in  this  meek,    mild    beatitude 
tiiat  the  world  does  not  notice;  and  while 
you  cherish  and  manifest  the  spirit  of  mercy 
m  your  daily  walk,  in  your  kind  words,  in 
your  helps  to  the  weak,  in  your  charitable 
construction  of  their  actions — while  you  cher- 
ish this  spirit  of  mercy,  you  have  Christ's 
power  and  glory.    And  remember  here,  re- 
member  everywhere — remember    at    God's 
riffht  hand,  when  sceptres  have  been  broken, 
wnen  the  mxmiments  of  war  have  been  shat- 
tered, when  the  warrior's  garments  dved  in 
blood    have    passed    away,   when   all    the 
symbols  of  earth's  power  and  glor^  have 
vntiished— that  this  is   glory  endunne  end 
divine— for  *' Blessed  are  the  mercifbr,  for 
they  shall  obtain  mercy."— E.  H.  Cbattk, 


Kbw  times  demand  new  measures  and  new  id«&^ 
The  worid  advances,  and  in  time  ontgrowa 
The  laws  that  in  our  fathers'  day  were  best ; 
And,  doubtless,  after  us,  some  purer  scheme 
Win  be  shaped  out  by  wiser  men  than  we, 
»«de  wiser  by  the  steady  growth  of  truth.    . 
JkMMM  RusaiLL  Lowni. 


THE  BINQSRS. 

OoD  sent  his  singers  upon  earth 
With  songs  of  sadness  and  of  mirth. 
That  they  might  touch  the  hearts  ox  men. 
And  bring  them  baok  to  heaven  agvn. 

The  first,  a  youth,  with  soul  of  fire, 

Held  in  his  hand  a  golden  lyre ; 

Through  troves  he  wandered,  and  by  streams, 

Playing  the  music  of  our  dreions. 

The  second,  with  a  bearded  face. 
Stood  singing  in  the  market-place. 
And  stirred  with  accents  deep  and  lond 
The  hearts  of  all  the  listening  orowd. 

A  grav  old  man,  the  third  and  last, 
Banff  in  cathedrals  dim  and  vast, 
While  the  majestic  organ  rolled 
Contrition  fVom  its  mouths  of  gold. 


singen 
night  1 


Disputed  which  the  best  miglBt  bo ; 
For  still  their  music  seemed  to  start 
Discordant  echoes  in  each  heart." 

But  the  great  Master  said,  **  I  see 
No  best  in  kind,  but  in  decree ; 
I  gave  a  various  gift  to  eacn. 
To  charm,  to  strengthen,  and  to  teach. 

These  are  the  three  great  words  of  mighty 
And  he  whose  ear  is  tuned  aright. 
Will  hear  no  discord  in  the  three, 
But  the  most  perfect  harmonv." 

H.W.  LOKOFKIXOW. 


*<  CovDBsosxD  to  men  of  low  estate."/'  Ton 
will  find  the  best  kind  of  men  among  those 
here  referred  to.  Yon  will  find  them  in  the 
hulls  of  ships,  in  the  highways,  in  carpenters' 
shops,  behind  the  plow.  They  may  oe  found 
at  work  in  out-of-the-way  places  in  all  diree- 
tions  around  us.  If  you  go  and  talk  wiUi 
them,  you  will  see  that  G<^  oftentimes  puts 
pearls  in  the  most  uncomely  shells.  Tou  will 
often  meet  with  the  best  thoughts  and  feelings 
in  the  basest  exteriors.  Anal  think  there  is 
no  way  in  which  a  man  can  discover  the  un- 
wisdom of  the  world,  in  respect  to  what 
constitutes  true  manhood,  sooner  than  by 
making  himself  a  disciple  of  those  who  have 
lived  in  the  lower  experiences  of  life,  but 
who  have  raised  themselves  high  in  inward 
experiences.  I  tliink  the  best  masters  I  ever 
had  were  two  men  who  belonged  to  the 
lowest  class  of  society,  externally ;  but  low  as 
they  were,  I  never  went  into  Uieir  presence 
when  I  did  not  feel  that  I  was  the  pupil,  and 
they  were  the  teachers. — ^H.  W.  Bsxchxb. 


Thb  time  is  ripe,  and  rotten  ripe,  for  change ; 
Then  let  it  come :  I  have  no  dread  of  what 
Is  called  for  by  the  instinct  of  mankind ; 
Nor  think  I  that  God's  worid  wiU  fall  apaxt, 
Because  we  tear  a  parchment  more  or  less. 
Truth  is  eternal,  but  her  effluence. 
With  endless  change,  is  fitted  to  the  hour  ; 
Her  mirror  is  turned  forward,  to  reflect 
The  promise  of  the  future,  not  the  past. 

Jahis  ^xtsbxll  Lowxll. 
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A  LESSON  FOR  CREED-MAKERS. 
NivER  surely  was  holier  man 
Than  Ambrose  since  the  world  began ; 
With  diet  spare  and  raiment  thin, 
He  shieldea  himself  from  the  father  of  sin  ; 
"With  bed  of  iron  and  scourgings  oft 
His  heart  to  Qod's  hand  as  wax  made  soft. 
Through  earnest  prayer,  and  watchings  long, 
He  sought  to  know  'twixt  right  and  wrong, 
Much  wrestling  with  the  blessed  Word, 
To  make  it  yield  the  sense  of  the  Lord, 
That  he  might  build  a  storm-proof  creed 
To  fold  the  flock  in  at  their  need. 
At  last  he  builded  a  perfect  faith. 
Fenced  round  about  with  "  Th^  L>rd  tktit  taith ; " 
To  himself  he  fitted  the  doorwoy's  size. 
Meted  the  light  to  the  need  of  his  eyes, 
And  knew,  bv  a  sure  and  inward  sign, 
That  the  work  of  his  fingers  was  divine. 
Then  Ambrose  said :  **  All  those  shall  die 
The  eternal  death,  who  believe  not  as  I ;  " 
And  some  were  boiled,  some  burned  in  fire, 
Some  sawn  in  twain,  that  his  heart's  desire 
For  the  good  of  men's  souls  miffht  be  satisfied 
By  the  drawing  of  all  to  the  righteous  side. 
One  day,  as  Ambrose  was  seeking  the  truth 
In  his  lonely  walk,  he  saw  a  youth 
Resting  himself  in  the  shade  of  a  tree ; 
It  had  never  been  given  him  to  see 
So  shining  a  face,  and  the  good  man  thought 
'Twere  a  pity  he  should  not  believe  as  he  ought. 
So  he  sat  himself  by  the  young  man's  side. 
And  the  state  of  his  soul  with  questions  tried  ; 
But  the  heart  of  the  stranger  was  hardened  Indeed, 
Nor  received  the  stamp  of  the  one  true  creed, 
And  the  spirit  of  Ambrose  waxed  sore  to  find 
Such  face  m  front  of  so  narrow  a  mind. 
"  As  each  beholds  in  cloud  and  fire 
The  shape  that  answers  his  own  desire, 
So  each,''  said  the  youth,  "in  the  Law  shall  find 
The  figure  and  features  of  his  mind  ; 
And  to  each,  in  his  mercy,  God  hath  allowed 
His  several  pillar  of  fire  and  cloud." 
The  soul  of  Ambrose  burned  with  zeal 
And  holy  wrath  for  the  young  man's  weal : 
*'  Believest  thou,  then,  moat  wretched  youth," 
■Cried  lie,  '*  a  dividual  essence  of  truth  f 
I  fear  me  thy  heart  is  too  cramped  with  sin 
To  take  the  Lord  in  his  glory  m." 
Now  there  bubbled  beside  them  where  they  stood, 
A  fountain  of  waters  sweet  and  good  j 
The  youth  to  the  streamlet's  brink  drew  near, 
Sayinfir,  * 'Ambrose,  thou  maker  of  creeds,  look 

here  ! " 
Six  vases  of  crystal  then  he  took 
And  set  them  along  the  edge  of  the  brook. 
"  As  into  these  vessels  the  water  I  pour, 
There  shall  one  hold  less,  the  other  more. 
And  the  water  unchanged,  in  every  case. 
Shall  put  on  the  figure  of  the  vase  ; 
O  thou,  who  wouldst  unity  make  through  strife, 
'Canst  thou  fit  this  sign  to  the  Water  of  Life  ? " 

When  Ambrose  looked  up,  he  stood  alone, 

The  youth,  and  the  stream,  and  the  vases   were 

gone; 
But  he  knew,  by  a  sense  of  humbled  grace, 
Ho  had  talked  with  an  an^el,  face  to  lace, 
And  felt  his  heart  chanee  inwardly, 
As  he  fell  on  his  knees  ocneath  a  tree. — Lowell. 


THE  PEOPLE'S  ADVENT.  r 

'Tia  coming  up  the  steep  of  time,  . 

And  this  old  world  is  growing  brighter  ! 
We  may  not  see  its  dawn  sublime, 

Yet  high  hopes  make  the  heart  throb  lighlcc  , 
We  may  DC  sleeping  in  the  ground, 

When  it  awakes  tne  world  in  wonder ; 
But  we  have  felt  it  ^atherin^  round, 

And  heard  its  voice  of  livmg  thunder. 

'Tis  coming  \  yet,  'tto  Coming ! 

'Tis  cominff  now,  the  glorious  tim4j,_^^ 

Foretold  i)y  Seers^  and  sung  in  iiitj  \ 
For  which,  when  thinking  was  a  dime, 

SouIb  leapt  to  heaven  from  scaffolds  gory  I 
They  pass'd,  nor  see  the  work  they  wroogkl^  » 

Now  the  crown' d  hopes  of  centuriet  Uoftsoai  t 
But  the  live  lightning  of  their  thought 

And  daring  deeds,  doth  puke  E^h^s  bosom,      m 
'Tis  coming  I  yes,  'tis  oomii|^T-   ^ 

Creedi,  Empires,  Systems,  rot  with  age. 

But  the  great  People's  ever  youthful ! 
And  it  shwl  write  the  Future's  page, 

To  our  humanity  more  truthful  I 
The  gnarliost  heart  hath  tender  chord? . 

To  waken  at  the  name  of  **  Brother ;  " 
And  time  comes  when  brain-scorpion  words 
We  shall  not  speak  to  sting  each  other. 

*Tis  coming  !  yes,  'tis  cominipi    - 

Out  of  the  light,  ve  Priests,  nor  fling  J 

Your  dark,  oold  shadows  on  us  longer  I 
Aside  I  thou  world-wide  curse,  call'd  King  I        ^"     \ 

The  People's  step  is  quicker,  stronger.  z 

There's  a  Divinity  within 

That  makes  men  great,  whene'er  they  will  it  |  -,'. 
God  works  with  all  who  dare  to  win,  J,. , 

And  the  time  cometh  to  reve^  it.  " " . 

'Tis  coming  1  yes,  'tLs  coming  I 

Freedom  I  the  tyrants  kill  thr  braves  ; 

Yet  in  our  memories  live  the  sleepers, 
Tho'  murder' d  millions  feed  the  graves,  ."^ 

Dug  by  Death's  fierce,  rod- handed  reapers*    ,  "-'i 
The  world  shall  not  forever  bow  _  ^ 

To  things  which  mock  God^s  own  endeavor;   \ 
'Tis  nearer  than  they  wot  of  now,  .  j.    . 

When  flowers  shall  wreathe  the  sword  IblB^ltf. 
'Tis  coming  1  yes,  'tis  oomorf '\ 

Fraternity  I  Love's  other  name  \  .    ^ .  ■ 

Dear,  heaven-conncotlng  link  of  Being  I  .  ' 

Then  snail  we  grasp  thy  golden  dream, 

As  souls,  full-statured,  grow  far-aeeing- 
Thou  Shalt  unfold  our  better  part, 

And  in  our  Life-cup  yield  more  honey : 
Light  up  with  joy  the  poor  man's  heart,  1 

And  Love's  own  world,  with  smiles  more  tvam 
'Tis  coming !  yes,  ^tis  wvaia^f  "■ 

Av,  it  must  come  1    The  Tyrant's  throne 

Is  crumbling  with  our  hot  tears  rusted;  ■ 

Tlie  Sword  earth's  mighty  have  leant  on 

Is  canker'd,  with  our  heart's  blood  crusted     .  j 
Boom  I  for  tho  men  of  Mind  make  way  \  '  \ 

Ye  robber^  Rulers,  pause  no  longer ;  , 

Ye  cannot  stay  the  opening  day :  '  ♦ 

The  world  rolls  on,  the hght  grows  strongeE.-^^i 
The  People's  Advent's  oon««l  * 
Gekaxa  ] 
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The  Eighth  Yearly  Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends  convened 
at  Longwood,  Chester  County,  Pa.,  on  Firet-day,  the  3d  of  Sixth  month, 
1860.  Long  before  the  hour  named  in  the  Call,  the  house  was  filled 
to  its  utmost  capacity,  while  a  still  larger  multitude  thronged  the  ad- 
joining grounds. 

William  Barnard  having  made  a  few  appropriate  introductory 
remarks,  Oliver  Johnson  offered  prayer  that  those  assembled  might 
be  conscious  of  the  Divine  presence  and  guidance,  and  that  the  Meet- 
ing might  be  characterized  by  true  reverence  fur  God,  and  earnest  de- 
votion to  the  welfare  of  humanity. 

Elizabeth  Jackson,  one  of  the  Clerks,  read  the  Call,  as  follows : 

The  Eighth  Ybarlt  Mbetino  of  PBooBSSsrvE  Fbiends  will  convene  at 
Longwood,  Chester  County,  Pennsylyania,  on  FIRST-DAY,  the  8d  of  the  Sixth 
month  (Jane),  1860. 

This  18  a  Religions  Society,  honnd  together  hy  no  ecclesiastical  ligatures,  bnt 
hj  a  common  tie  of  hrotherhood  and  a  common  love  of  Tmth,  Pnrity,  and  Pro- 
gress. It  embraces  men  and  women  differing  widelj  in  theological  opinion,  but 
agreeing  in  the  one  great  central  doctrine  and  practice  of  tme  religion,  which  is 
loYe  to  God,  exhibited  in  love  to  man.  It  imposes  on  its  members  no  farther  test 
of  membership  than  a  desire  to  lead  a  life  of  gprea^  personal  pnrit^,  of  more  wide- 
spread practical  beneficence,  and  of  more  ennobling  and  comforting  religions  as- 
pirations. It  seeks  to  incnlcate  a  religion  that  shall  prove  its  Divine  character  by 
bringing  illnmination  to  the  mind,  and  inspiring  it  with  a  confident  and  cheering 
hope  of  a  futore  life,  and  that  shall,  at  the  same  time,  prove  its  fitness  for  tbe  reg- 
ulation of  human  conduct  by  giving  to  men  an  enlaiged  idea  of  the  dignity  of  hu- 
man nature,  of  the  sacredness  of  liberty,  and  of  the  right  of  every  human  being 
to  a  firee  and  unhindered  growth  toward  the  pure  pattern  and  ideal  of  Jesus  of 
Nazareth.  Its  annual'  assemblies  are  for  the  purpose  of  mutual  quickening  and 
culture  of  a  religious  life,  for  the  enjoyment  and  profit  of  social  intercourse,  and  for 
the  iurtherance  of  all  moral  reforms  whose  object  is  the  promotion  of  Tmtb,  Pu- 
rity, and  Freedom.    It  accordingly  giyea  a  cordial  and  hearty  invitation,  in  view 
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of  its  coming  re-onion,  to  all  persons,  of  whateyer  sect  or  creed,  of  whatever  ookr 

or  condition,  who  maj  feel  attracted  to  such  a  meeting  for  such  a  porpoie. 

Joseph  A.  Dugdale,  Mart  A.  W.  JoHNSoif, 

Elizabeth  Jackboit,  Mart  F.  Smith, 

OuTEB  Johnson,  Eusbbius  Barnard, 

William  Barnard,  Mart  L.  Barnard, 

Isaac  Mendenhall,  Miriam  C.  Worrell, 

Mart  P.  Wilson,  Martha  Eimbeb, 

John  G.  Jackson,  Sarah  Marsh  Barnard, 

Ruth  Dugdale,  Dinah  Mbndrnhall, 

Alice  Jackson,  J.  William  Cox, 

Thomas  Worrell,  Cora  Wilburn, 
Annie  M.  Stambacr,  M.  D. 

Joseph  A.  Dugdale  made  a  few  remarks,  congratulating  the  Meet- 
ing in  view  of  the  auspicious  circumstances  under  which  it  had  con- 
vened, and  introducing  A.  D.  Mayo,  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  who  delivered 
a  most  impressive  Address  upon  "  The  Method  of  Reform,"  which 
is  printed  in  another  part  of  this  pamphlet. 

William  H.  Hoisington,  the  "  blind  preacher,"  then  delivered  a 
brief  address. 

The  throng  outside,  larger  by  far,  and  not  less  orderly  and  atten- 
tive than  that  within  the  house,  was  addressed  by  Joseph  A.  Duo- 
dale,  Edwin  H.  Coaxes  and  Rowland  Johnson. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  exercises  of  the  afternoon  commenced  with  singing  the  follow- 
ing hymn : 


VVben  all  thy  mercies,  O  my  God, 

My  rising  loul  lurreyi. 
Transported  with  the  Tiew,  Fm  loet 

In  wonder,  lore,  and  praise. 

Unnumbered  comforts  on  my  soul 
Thy  tender  care  bestowed, 

Befure  my  infant  heart  conceired 
From  whom  those  comforts  flowed. 

When  in  the  slippery  path  of  youth 
With  heedless  steps  I  ran, 


Thine  arm,  unseen,  conveyed  me  ssfig^ 
And  led  me  up  to  man. 

Ten  thousand  thousand  precious  gifts 

My  daily  thanks  employ ; 
Nor  is  the  least  a  cheerful  heart. 

That  tastes  those  gifts  wiUi  joy. 

Through  every  period  of  my  life, 

Thy  goodness  FU  pursue. 
And  after  death,  in  distant  worlds, 

The  glorious  theme  renew. 


Joseph  A.  Dugdale  then  offered  prayer,  after  which  addresses  were 
delivered  by  Amos  Gilbert,  W.  H.  Hoisinoton  and  Jemima  M.  Web- 
ster. 

The  following  persons  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  settle  with 
the  Treasurer  for  last  year,  and  to  nominate  a  Treasurer  and  Clerks  for 
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ibe   year  ensuing: — ^Thomas   Garrett,  Alfred  H.  Love,  Dinah 
Mendenhall,  Mart  C.  Wilson,  Hannah  Marsh. 

The  multitude  outside  the  house  were  addressed  by  A.  D.  Mayo, 
Samuel  Marshall,  Edwin  H.  Coates,  Alfred  H.  Love,  Charles  W. 
Plumb,  and  Rowland  Johnson. 

SECOND  DAY. 

A.  D.  Mato  read  "  The  Beatitudes  ^  from  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount,  and  offered  prayer. 

The  following  byron  was  then  sung : 

We  are  lirinff,  we  are  dwelling  Will  ye  play,  then,  will  ye  dally 

In  a  grand  and  awfal  time,  Witii  yonr  music  and  your  wine  ? 

In  an  age  on  aget  telling ;  Up  I  it  ia  Jehorab^a  rally  I 

To  be  liring  ia  anblime.  God^a  own  arm  hath  need  of  thine. 

Hark  I  the  waking  up  of  nationa  ;  Bark  I  the  onaet  I    Will  ye  fold  your 

Gog  and  Magog  to  the  fray !  Faith-clad  arma  in  lazy  lock  ? 

Hark !  what  aoundeth  ?  Is  creation  Up,  O  up,  thou  drowsy  soldier; 

Groaning  for  the  latter  day  t  Worlds  are  chai^g  to  the  shock. 

The  following  persons  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  prepare  Testi- 
monieafor  the  consideration  of  the  Meeting: — Oliver  Johnson,  Dr. 
Sumner  Stebbins,  Henrietta  W.  Johnson,  Henry  M.  Smith,  Alfred 
H.  Love,  Jennie  K.  Smith,  Charles  W.  Plumb,  Annie  M.  Stam- 
BAOH,  M.  D.,  C.  G.  JuDsoN,  JoHN  W.  Hazelton,  Thomas  Whitson, 
Jemima  M.  Webster,  Francis  Buxton. 

The  following  persons  were  appointed  a  Committee  on  Correspond- 
ence : — Joseph  A.  Dugdale,  Josiah  Wilson,  William  Barnard, 
Seth  W.  Shaw,Lydia  Irish,  Mart  R.  Shoemaker,  Edwin  H.  Coates, 
Philena  Heald. 

A.  D.  Mato  then  delivered  a  very  able,  discriminating,  and  impres- 
sive discourse  on  "  Heugion  and  Theoloot,"  which  was  listened  to 
with  deep  interest. 

Thomas  Garrett,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  settle 
with  the  Treasurer,  reported  that  they  had  attended  to  their  duties,  and 
found  the  amount  of  money  received  during  the  year  to  be  $222  58  ; 
the  amount  expended,  1221  47  ;  balance  on  hand,  $111.  The  Com 
mittee  recommended  the  re-appointment  of  Isaac  Mendenhall  as 
Treasurer,  and  the  Meeting  unanimously  concurred  in  the  recommenda- 
tion. The  Meeting  then  proceeded  to  the  work  of  collecting  funds  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  the  ensuing  year.  The  amount  collected  and 
subscribed  was  about  $150  00. 
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The  following  letter  from  Theodork  Parker,  in  reply  to  tbe  com- 
munication addressed  to  him  by  this  Meeting  last  year,*  was  read  : 

MoMTmsux,  Switzerland,  S5th  of  Ninth  month,  1869. 
To  the  Progressive  Friends  in  Pennsylvania : — 

Dear  Friends  :  Your  kindly  letter  of  the  first  of  Sixth  month,  agned  by  your 
Clerks,  Joseph  A.  Dugdale,  Elizabeth  Jackson,  and  Oliver  Johnson — persons  well 
known  and  highly  esteemed — reached  me  bat  yesterday,  for  it  was  long  delayed  in 
Paris.  Let  me  now,  from  a  fall  heart,  thank  yon  for  yoar  generous  expression  of 
SQch  sympathy  and  regard.  In  these  times,  when  a  difierence  of  theological  opin- 
ions  so  often  hinders  all  feelings  of  human  brotherhood,  yoor  words  come  to  me 
fiill  of  sweetness  and  encoaragement  How  pleasant  it  is  to  find  Religion  without 
Bigotry,  Devotion  to  God  with  no  hatred  of  his  children  I 

Once  I  intended  and  promised  to  speak  also  to  each  of  the  other  congregations 
of  Progressive  Friends,  but  now  I  think  you  will  never  again  hear  my  voice  in 
your  Yearly  Meetings ;  for  even  if  I  somewhat  recover  my  health,  it  seems  I  most 
hereafter  address  men  only  with  the  pen,  and  no  longer  also  with  the  living  Word. 
Yet  I  trust  I  shall  never  fail,  with  what  powers  I  have,  to  help  forward  tbe  cause 
of  Truth  and  Righteousness,  so  dear  to  you  all. 

I  kept  sacred  the  anniversary  of  your  lost  meeting,  with  devout  gratitude  for 
the  opportunity  I  twice  had  of  preaching  before  you  what  to  me  is  far  more  dear  than 
this  earthly,  mortal  life,  for  the  friendly  reception  my  words  found  among  you,  and 
the  cheering  talk  I  had  with  many  of  you  in  private.  The  faces  of  the  men  and 
women  I  value  so  much  came  up  before  me  and  peopled  the  solitude  of  the  ocean  I 
was  then  sailing  through,  adding  their  human  loveliness  to  the  else  mere  material 
beauty  of  the  sea.  This  year  I  could  not  gather  with  you  at  your  Yearly  Meeting ; 
yet  was  I  present  in  spirit  and  joined  in  your  spoken  or  silent  prayer  for  the  Tra& 
which  shall  make  all  men  free,  and  for  the  Love  that  shall  add  its  most  precious 
blessings  to  all  humankind. 

Long  may  the  spirit  of  Truth  and  Love,  the  spirit  of  Reli^on,  live  in  yoor 
hearts,  shedding  its  gladness  and  its  beauty  on  your  daily  lives,  while  it  keep* 
your  feet  in  the  paths  of  righteousness,  and  strengthens  your  hands  for  every  duty 
which  God  demands  of  you. 

Believe  me,  ever  faithfully  your  friend,  Theodork  Parker. 

*  jTb  oitr  Well-hehved  Friend  and  Fellovylaborer  in  the  cause  of  Truth  and  RighiMia- 
nesitj  Theodore  Parker,  the  Pennsylvania  Yearly  Meeting  of  Progressive  Friendi 
sendetk  greeting : 

As  we  are  about  to  close  our  Seventh  Annual  Convocation,  our  hearts  tun 
with  loving  tenderness  to  thee.  We  remember  with  gratitude  how  thy  presence 
cheered  us  in  former  years,  and  how  the  words  of  truth  that  fell  &om  thy  lips 
were  as  sunlight  and  dew  upon  our  hearts,  enlightening  our  minds  and  quickening 
us  to  more  earnest  labor  in  the  cause  of  humanity.  We  cannot  deny  ourselves  the 
pleasure  of  sending  to  thee  across  the  ocean  a  message  of  sjnnpathy  and  affection, 
of  heartfelt  regret  for  the  illness  which  has  compelled  thee  to  suspend  thy  public 
labors,  and  of  hope  for  thy  speedy  and  complete  recovery.  The  earnest  prayer  of 
our  hearts  is,  that  the  voice,  which  has  so  often  blessed  us,  may  not  long  be  silent, 
but  bo  again  lifted  up  with  new  power  in  behalf  of  Truth  and  Righteousness. 
Signed  by  direction  and  on  behalf  of  the  Meeting,  Sixth  monUi  Ist,  1859. 

Joseph  A.  Duodai^e,'^ 
Elizabeth  Jacksok,  >  Clerks. 

OUVER  JOHKBON,  } 
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This  letter,  in  iteelf  so  full  of  Christian  affection  and  sympathy,  was 
made  doubly  impressive  by  the  painful  intelligence,  received  only  a  few 
days  before,  that  the  beloved  friend  by  whom  it  was  written  *was  no 
longer  living. 

The  following  hymn  was  then  sang  : 

JojfuWj,  joyfully  onward  I  move, 
Bound  to  the  land  of  bright  fpirits  abore ; 
Angelic  choriatert  sing  at  I  come, 
**  Joyfolly,  Joyfully  baste  to  thy  home  1 " 
Boon,  with  my  pilgrimage  ended  below, 
Home  to  the  land  of  bright  fpirits  I  go ; 
Pilgrim  and  stranger  no  more  shall  I  roam ; 
Joyfully,  Joyfiilly  resting  at  home. 

Friends,  fondly  cherished,  hare  gone  on  before; 
Waiting,  they  watch  me  approaching  the  shore; 
Singing  to  cheer  me  throngb  death's  chilling  gloom, 
"Joyfully,  Joyfully  haste  to  thy  home.** 
Sounds  of  sweet  melody  fall  on  my  ear ; 
Haipe  of  the  blessed,  your  roices  I  hear  I 
Rings  with  the  harmony  hearen's  high  dome— 
**  Joyfully,  Joyfully  haste  to  thy  home.* 

Death,  with  thy  weapons  of  war  lay  me  low, 
Strike,  king  of  terrors  1  I  fear  not  the  blow ; 
Jesus  hath  broken  the  bars  of  the  tomb ! 
Joyfully,  joyfully  wiU  I  go  home. 
Bright  will  the  mom  of  eternity  dawn. 
Death  shall  be  banished,  his  sceptre  be  gone ; 
Joyfully  then  shall  I  witness  his  doom, 
Joyfiilly,  joyfully,  safely  at  home. 

The  session  closed  with  prayer  by  Josiah  Bond. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

Thomas  Garrett,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  appointed  for  the 
purpose,  noimnated  Oliver  Johnson,  Joseph  A.  Dugdalb,  and 
EuzABRTH  Jackson  to  serve  the  Meeting  as  Clerks  the  ensuing  year. 
The  nomination  was  accepted  by  the  Meeting. 

Elizabeth  Jackson  being  absent,  Jennie  K.  Smith  was  appointed 
to  serve  temporarily  iniier  place. 

Letters  of  sympathy  and  encouragement  were  received  from  the 
following  persons :  Moncubb  D.  Conway,  David  A.  Wasson,  Wake- 
man  Penfield,  A.  E.  L.  Robt,  Parker  Pills^ury,  Jesse  Bond, 
Emma  Hardinob,  Theodore  Tilton,  Abram  Brooke,  Cora  Wil- 
burn,  Joshua  Hutchinson,  Natlor  Webster. 

The  Clerks  were  directed  to  send  to  each  of  these  friends,  in  token 
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of  our  appreciation  of  their  communications,  a  copy  of  our  printod  Pro- 
ceedings. The  letters  were  referred  to  the  Revising  Committee,  to  be 
published,  in  whole  or  in  part,  as  they  may  see  fit. 

The  remainder  of  the  session  was  occupied  in  considering  a  proposi- 
tion that  our  next  Yearly  Meeting  should  commence  on  some  other  day 
than  First-day. 

THIRD  DAY.— MORNING  SESSION. 

Fraternal  letters  were  received  from  the  following  bodies,  via. :  The 
North  Collins  (N.  Y.)  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends  of  Human  Progress ; 
the  Ohio  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends  of  Human  Progress ;  the  Indiana 
Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends  of  Human  Progress ;  the  Wabash  (lod.) 
Yearly  Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends ;  the  Michigan  Yearly  Meetiog 
of  Friends  of  Human  Progress;  the  Philadelphia  Association  of  Pro- 
gressive Friends.  Also  a  letter  from  S.  B.  Randall,  of  Cambridge, 
Henry  Co.,  111.,  on  behalf  of  a  body  of  people  in  that  r^on  who 
desire  to  organize  an  association  similar  to  ours.  The  letters  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Corresponding  Committee. 

The  following  letter,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  our  Memorial  gf 
last  year  on  behalf  of  the  Indians,  was  read. 

Departmekt  of  the  Interior, 

Washinoton,  June  25th,  1859. 
Ladies  and  Gentlemek  : — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  by 
reference  ftrom  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  Memorial  presented  to 
him  in  yonr  behalf  hy  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Jackson,  and  Messrs.  Joseph  A.  Dugdale 
and  Oliver  Johnson,  and  to  state  in  reply  that  the  subject  will  receive  the  atten- 
tive consideration  which  its  gravity  demands. 

Very  respectftilly, 

Your  obd't  servant, 

J.  Thohpsor,  Secretary. 

Caleb  S.  Jackson,  Samuel  D.  Moork,  Alfred  H.  Lovb,  and  Johk 
W.  Martin,  (the  latter  an  Old  School  Presbyterian  minister  from  Doe 
Run,)  made  brief  addresses,  after  which  the  Meeting  resumed  (he  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  introduced  at  the  close  of  the  afternoon  session 
yesterday.  After  considerable  discussion,  it  was  resolved  that  our  next 
Yearly  Meeting  convene  on  some  other  day  than  First-day. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  Committee  on  Testimonies  presented  a  paper  on  Slavery.    The   . 
introductory  portion  was  adopted  without  debate ;  the  second,  after  re- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


marks  by  C.  Darlington,  John  G.  Jackson,  Seth  W.  Shaw,  E.  H. 

COATES,  W.  H.  HOISINGTON,  WiLLIAM  BarNARD^  CaLEB  S.   JaCKSON, 

Oliver  Johnson,  John  W.  Martin,  Dr.  Stebbins,  Esther  Hayes, 
Edward  M.  Davis,  Jemima  M.  Webster,  J.  Williams  Thorn,  Thomas 
Whitson,  and  Alfred  U.  Love,  was  referred  again  to  the  Committee  ; 
the  third  was  discussed  till  the  close  of  the  session,  by  Dr.  Stebbins, 
Levi  Coates,  Benjamin  Williams,  E.  H.  Ooates,  Alfred  H.  Love, 
Thomas  Whitson,  Edward  M.  Davis,  John  G.  Jackson,  Caleb  S. 
Jackson,  C.  Darlington  and  Oliver  Johnson. 

FOURTH  DAY.— MORNING  SESSION. 

J.  A.  Blaokmok,  late  of  Ellenville,  Ulster  County,  N.  Y.,  gave  a 
cheering  account  of  a  meeting  of  Friends  of  Progress,  held  in  that  place 
in  Tenth  month  last,  which  was  attended  with  unusual  interest  He 
believed  that  much  good  had  been  accomplished,  and  that  the  benign 
influence  of  the  meeting  would  long  continue  to  be  felt  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. He  thought  the  way  was  open  for  holding  other  meetings  in 
the  same  place,  and  invited  our  sympathy  and  co-operation. 

The  Meeting  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  testimony  on  Slavery, 
Oliver  Johnson  presenting  an  amendment  to  ihe  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee. An  earnest  discussion  ensued,  in  which  Dr.  Stebbins,  Thomas 
Garrett,  C.  Darlington,  W.  H.  Hoisington,  Levi  Coates,  Wiluam 
Barnard,  Sidney  P.  Curtis,  Joseph  A.  Dugdale,  Thomas  Worrell, 
Caleb  S.  Jackson,  and  Eusebius  Barnard,  participated.  The  chief 
point  of  discussion  was  the  following  clause :  "  We  call  upon  the  friends 
of  freedom  everywhere  to  be  careful  that  they  do  not,  by  their  votes 
or  otherwise,  countenance  those  who,  whether  as  magistrates  or  citizens, 
would  aid  in  enforcing  the  Fugitive  Slave  law."  This  was  objected  to 
by  some  as  an  implied  censure  upon  those  who  might  vote  for  the  Re- 
publican candidate  for  President  The  amendment,  including  the  clause 
in  question,  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  fifty-three  ayes  to  twenty-three 
noes.  That  portion  of  the  testimony  referring  to  the  imprisonment  of 
Thaddeus  Hyatt  was  next  considered,  and,  after  remarks  by  Dr.  Steb- 
bins, C.  Darlington,  Oliver  Johnson,  and  Caleb  S.  Jackson, 
adopted.  Eusebius  Barnard  expressed  a  desire  to  add  to  the  testimo- 
ny a  few  words  rebuking  the  religious  bodies  of  the  land  for  their  indif- 
ference to  slavery  and  their  connivance  therewith ;  to  which  the  Meeting 
assented,  referring  the  subject  to  the  Revising  Committee. 

Mart  A.  W.  Johnson  presented  a  Memorial,  which  she  proposed 
should  be  addressed  by  this  Meeting  to  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania, 
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asking  that  body  to  take  such  action  as  may  be  Decesaary  on  its  part  to 
so  alter  the  Constitution  of  the  State  as  to  confer  the  elective  franchise 
upon  women.    The  Memorial  was  unanimously  and  heartily  adopted. 

Joseph  A.  Duodalb  proposed  that  the  Meeting  should  send  to  the 
Legislature  a  Memorial  praying  for  the  enactment  of  a  Personal  liberty 
law.  The  proposition  was  agreed  to,  and  Joseph  A.  Duodale,  Lei 
PusEY,  C.  Dablington,  Sidney  P.  Curtis,  Wiluam  Babnabd,  and 
Dinah  Mendenhall  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  prepare  sach  a 
Memorial,  to  be  signed  by  the  Clerks  and  forwarded  at  the  proper  time. 
Remarks  on  the  subject  were  made  by  William  Barnard,  C.  Dar- 
UNOTON,  and  Jemima  M.  Webster. 

A  testimony  against  Cruelty  to  Animals,  sent  to  the  Meeting  for  its 
consideration  by  Daniel  Rioketson,  of  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  was  then 
taken  up,  and  remarks  on  the  subject  were  made  by  Outer  Johnsov, 
John  W.  Martin,  J.  Wiluams  Thorne,  and  Samuel  Underbill. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 
The  Meeting  was  opened  by  singing  the  following  hymn  : 

Holy  FaUier,  Thou  hatt  taught  me,  Wherefore,  Lord,  I  come,  beUering 

I  fhoold  lire  to  Thee  alone ;  Thoa  canst  giro  the  power  I  need; 

Tear  by  year,  Thy  hand  hath  brought  me  Through  the  power  of  faith  reedrlng 

On  through  dangers  oft  unknown.  Strength— the  Spirit's  strength,  Indeed 
When  I  wandered.  Thou  hast  found  me; 

When  I  doubted,  sent  me  light ;  I  would  trust  in  Thy  protecting, 

Still  Thine  arm  has  been  around  me,  Wholly  rest  upon  Thine  arm ; 

All  my  paths  were  in  Thy  sight  Follow  wholly  Thy  directing, 

Thou  my  only  guard  from  harm  I 

In  the  world  will  foes  assail  me.  Keep  me  from  mine  own  undoing, 

Craftier,  stronger  far  than  I ;  Help  me  turn  to  Thee  when  tried ; 

And  the  strife  may  nerer  fail  me,  Still  my  footsteps,  Father,  Tiewing, 

Well  Iknow,  before  I  die.  Keep  me  eTer  at  thy  side! 

The  consideration  of  the  testimony  on  Cruelty  to  Animals  \ra»  tben 
resumed.  After  remarks  by  Joseph  A.  Dugdale,  John  W.  Mabtik, 
and  W.  H.  Hoisinoton,  the  testimony  was  heartily  adopted. 

Joseph  A.  Duodalb  spoke  with  deep  emotion  of  the  death  oi  our 
beloved  friend,  Theodore  Parker,  whose  labors  among  us,  in  former 
years,  contributed  so  much  to  our  enlightenment  and  edification,  as  well 
as  to  the  advancement  of  the  cause  in  which  we  are  engaged.  He  ex- 
pressed the  hope  that  the  Meeting  would  unite  in  paying  some  appro- 
priate tribute  to  his  memory.  After  remarks  by  W.  H.  Hoisikoton, 
Dr.  Sumner  Stebbins,  Caleb  S.  Jacksok,  J.  A.  Blackmon,  C  Dab- 
UNQTON,  Levi  Coates,  Thomas  Worrell,  and  Oliver  Johksok,  the 
Meeting  directed  the  Clerks  to  address,  in  its  behalf,  a  letter  to  Lydia 
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TakkzRj  assuring  her  of  our  high  appreciation  of  the  Doble  character  of 
her  departed  husband,  and  of  our  deep  sympathy  with  her  in  her  be- 
reavement. 

The  tesUmony  on  the  Treatment  of  Criminals  was  next  considered, 
and,  after  remarks  by  Joseph  A.  Dugdalb,  Thomas  Hamblbton,  Wil- 
liam Lloyd,  J.  W.  Thornb,  Jemima  M.  Webster,  and  Caleb  S.  Jack- 
son, it  was  adopted. 

The  testimony  against  Tobacco  was  taken  up.  Remarks  were  made 
by  Samuel  D.  Moore,  Seth  W.  Shaw,  Allen  Agnew,  C.  Daruno- 
TON,  John  W.  Martin,  and  Sidney  P.  Curtis,  after  which  it  was 
adopted. 

The  testimony  on  Intemperance  was  adopted  without  discussion. 

The  testimony  on  Home  Education,  after  remarks  by  Wiluam 
Lloyd,  J.  W.  Martin,  Oliver  Johnson,  J.  A.  Blackmon,  Dr.  Steb- 
BIN8,  Rachel  Hoisington,  and  W.  H.  Hoisington,  was  adopted. 

The  testimony  on  Parentage  was  adopted,  after  remarks  by  Joseph 

A.  DUGDALE. 

The  following  paper,  presented  by  William  Lloyd,  after  remarks 
by  C.  Darlington,  William  Lloyd,  and  Caleb  S.  Jackson,  was  di- 
rected to  be  published  in  the  proceedings,  for  consideration  next  year : 

PROPERTY— THE  RIGHT  USE  THEREOF. 

On  thiB  sabject  we  can  do  little  more  than  recommend  an  earnest  investigation 
of  an  the  social,  ciri],  and  pecuniary  relations  of  society,  with  the  idea  before  ns  that 
tiiere  may  be  qnite  as  mnch  need  of  reform  here  as  in  the  moral  and  religions 
world.  At  present  we  will  amply  say,  that,  as  the  ^  pnrsnit  of  happiness  **  is  the 
inalienable  birthright  of  evezy  human  being,  so  should  the  means  to  make  that 
piorsuit  successful  be  secured  to  each  and  all  who  commence  with  u|  the  race  of 
Hfe.  Were  we  to  obey  the  injunction,  "  Whatsoever  ye  would  that  men  should  do 
unto  you,  do  ye  even  so  unto  them,**  our  greatest  energies  would  be  exerted  not 
only  to  rescue  the  children  of  crime  and  shame  fVom  the  evil  influences  around 
them,  but  we  should  see  to  it  that  these,  with  the  children  of  the  indolent,  shiftless, 
and  unfortunate,  are  not  punished  for  the  sins  of  their  parents.  We  should  secure 
to  them,  as  &r  as  may  be,  the  same  advantages  in  the  pursuit  of  happiness,  the 
same  facilities  for  managing  the  business  and  securing  the  enjoyments  of  life  which 
our  acejoat  say  we  deem  so  essential  to  the  welfare  of  the  children  of  our  own 
households. 

If  educational,  social,  and  pecuniary  advantages  are  so  essential  to  the  welfare 
of  our  own  children,  why  not  equally  so  to  the  unfortunate,  destitute,  and  outcast 
of  our  land?  ^ 

lis  there  not  a  surplus  of  wealth  in  the  community,  more  than  sufficient  to  pro- 
vide for  the  weak  and  needy,  all  educational,  pecuniary,  and  business  advantages, 
to  enable  them  to  pursue  successfully  the  race  of  life,  and  secure  that  enjoyment 
which  is  the  birthright  of  all — and  which  toe,  as  futhful  stewards,  are  bound  to 
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employ  in  taoh  a  way  as  to  secnre  the  greatest  possible  amoant  of  happiness  to 
the  hnman  fiunily  ? 

Jemima' M.  Webster  presented  a  resolution  on  Spiritualisni,  which, 
after  remarks  by  her  and  by  C.  Darungton,  J.  W.  Martik,  and  Oli- 
ver Johnson,  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

Joseph  A.  Dugdale,  from  the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  pre- 
sented the  draft  of  an  epistle  to  be  addressed  to  the  bodies  which  hare 
sent  communications  to  us,  and  to  others  founded  upon  principles  similar 
to  our  own.    It  was  accepted  and  referred  to  the  Revising  Committee. 

The  Clerks  announced  that  they  had  selected  the  following  persons 
to  aid  them  in  revising  and  publishing  our  Proceedings,  and  to  unite  with 
them  in  calling  the  next  Yearly  Meeting :  Sumner  Stebbins,  M.  D., 
William  Barnard,  Hannah  Cox,  Dinah  Mendenhall,  Josiah  Wil- 
son, Ruth  Dugdale,  Annie  M.  Stambaoh,  M.  D.,  Mary  P.  Wiisok, 
Isaac  Mendenhall,  Sarah  Marsh  Barnard,  Lydia  Irish,  Jennie  K. 
Smith,  Ellen  Angier,  Aaron  I^Iendenhall,  Sallie  Howell,  Samuel 
B.  Underhill,  Philena  Hbald,  Ellie  H.  Mendenhall,  and  Euse- 
Bius  Barnard. 

The  Meeting  being  about  to  close,  the  following  appropriate  bjmn 
was  sung : 


When  shall  we  all  meet  again  f 
When  shall  we  all  meet  again  t 
Oft  shall  glowing  hope  expire, 
Oft  shall  wearied  lore  retire, 
Oft  shall  death  and  sorrow  reign, 
Ere  we  all  shall  meet  again. 

Though  on  foreign  shore  we  sigh, 
Far  remote  our  native  sky ; 
Though  the  depth  between  us  roU, 


Hope  shall  anchor  there  our  soul. 
And  in  faith's  well*known  domain, 
Within  the  Tafl,  well  meet  again. 

When  the  dreams  of  life  are  fled, 
When  its  wasted  lamps  are  dead. 
When  in  cold  oblirion's  shade 
Beauty,  wealth  and  fame  are  laid. 
Where  immortal  spirits  reign, 
niither  soar  to  meet  again. 


Having  brought  the  business  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  to  a  pleasant 
and  satisfiEiCtory  conclusion,  we  now  adjourn. 

OLIVER  JOHNSON, 

JOSEPH  A.  DUGDALE,  }- Clerks. 

ELIZABETH  JACKSON, 


■A' 
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I.— SLiVVERY. 

We  see  in  the  events  of  the  past  year,  imperative  reasons  for  renewing 
onr  testimony  against  American  slavery,  and  fresh  incentives  to  greater 
zeal  in  the  work  of  abolition. 

The  holding  of  a  hnman  being  as  a  chattel  is  an  outrage  npon  humanity 
of  so  deep  a  dye  that  we  can  innocently  make  no  compromise  with  it, 
either  as  individuals  or  as  members  of  the  body  politic.  Tbe  Fugitive 
81a ve  law  of  this  land  we  regard  as  infamous,  and  therefore  not  to  be 
justified,  or  even  excused,  by  any  plea  of  constitutional  obligation ;  and 
we  call  upon  the  friends  of  freedom  everywhere  to  bo  careful  that  they  do 
not,  by  their  votes  or  otherwise,  countenance  those  who,  whether  as  magis- 
trates or  citizens,  would  aid  in  its  enforcement. 

The  ministers  and  churches  of  the  land,  which  either  sanction  slavery 
or  fail  to  testify  against  it,  and  to  employ  their  energies  for  its  extirpa- 
tion, we  regard  as  false  to  the  principles  of  Christianity,  and  therefore  un- 
worthy of  the  name  they  assume. 

We  regard  the  imprisonment  of  Thaddeus  Hyatt,  by  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  for  refusing  to  appear  before  the  Oommittee  appointed  to 
investigate  the  Harper's  Ferry  Invasion,  as  a  usurpation  of  inquisitorial 
authority  not  conferred  by  the  Constitution,  and  as  affording  a  new  and 
alarming  illustration  of  the  despotism  of  the  Slave  Power;  and  we 
assure  the  prisoner  of  our  heartfelt  sympathy  with  him  under  his  trials, 
and  of  onr  admiration  of  the  heroic  firmness  with  which  he  has  bornn 
them. 

IL— BIGHTS  OF  WOMAN. 

Renewing  our  testimony  in  favor  of  the  Equal  Rights  of  Woman,  we 
adopt  the  following  Memorial  : 

A  Memorial  to  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Fennsylvania^  from  the 
Yearly  Meeting  of  Frogres&ive  Friends. 

We  believe  that  the  whole  theory  of  the  Common  Law  in  relation  to 
woman  is  unjust  in  depriving  her  of  political  existence  and  forming  a 
positive  exception  to  the  great  doctrine  of  Equality  as  set  forth  in  the 
Declaration  of  Independence. 

In  the  language  of  Walker,  in  his  introduction  to  American  Law, 
^  Women  have  no  part  or  lot  in  the  formation  or  administration  of  the 
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government.  They  cannot  vote  or  hold  ofBoe.  They  are  reqnired  to 
ftontribnte  their  share  to  the  taxes  to  support  the  Government,  but  are  al- 
lowed no  voice  in  its  direction.  They  are  amenable  to  the  laws  when 
made,  bnt  are  allowed  no  share  in  making  them.  This  language,  if  applied 
to  males,  would  be  the  exact  definition  of  Political  Slavery."  Is  it  joat  or 
wise  that  woman  in  the  largest  and  professedly  the  freest  and  most  en- 
lightened Republic  on  the  globe,  in  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth  century, 
should  be  thus  degraded  ?  Wo  believe  there  is  nothing  in  the  moral,  men- 
tal, or  physical  nature  of  woman,  that  disqualifies  her  for  correctly  un- 
derstanding the  true  interests  gf  the  community,  or  acting  wisely  in  refer- 
ence to  them.  We  have  sufiScient  evidence  that  the  female  mind  is  folly 
competent  to  appreciate  justly  and  discharge  ably  the  duties  incumbent 
upon  every  member  of  the  body  politic,  and  we  fail  to  perceive  either 
wisdom  or  justice  in  that  portion  of  our  civil  condition  that  denies  to 
women  the  right  to  take  part  in  the  public  counsels,  and  InflneDoe  by 
their  votes  the  public  elections. 

Believing  that  woman  does  not  suffer  alone  when  subject  to  oppressive 
and  unequal  laws,  but  that  whatever  affects  injuriously  her  interests  is 
subversive  of  the  highest  good  of  the  race ;  we  therefore  earnestly  request 
you  to  take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  on  your  part  to  so  amend  the 
Constitution  of  the  State  as  to  confer  upon  woman,  equally  with  man,  the 
right  to  the  Elective  Franchise. 

In  behalf  of  the  Pennsylvania  Yearly  Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends. 

III.— TREATMENT  OF  CRIMINALS. 

We  believe  that,  in  the  treatment  of  criminals,  the  first  and  paramoont 
object  should  be  to  reform  them,  and  that  the  best  interests  of  society 
would  be  promoted  by  the  means  best  adapted  to  secure  this  end.  It  i« 
necessary  to  restrain  offenders  against  the  laws  of  morality,  bat  care 
should  be  taken  to  bring  them  under  such  moral  influences  as  will  tend  to 
develop  in  tliem  the  power  of  self-government.  The  prisoner  should  be 
made  to  feel  that  the  discipline  to  which  he  is  subjected  is  dictated  by 
love  to  him  no  less  than  by  a  regard  for  the  welfare  of  the  comrannity; 
and  he  should  be  encouraged  by  the  assurance  that  the  government  will 
gladly  restore  him  to  liberty  just  as  soon  as  it  can  do  so  with  safety  to 
himself  and  to  society.  Prisons  should  be  put  under  the  control  of  per- 
sons of  the  highest  moral  qualifications,  and  their  inmates  should  often 
be  visited  by  those  who  feel  a  tender  concern  for  their  welfare. 

Capital  punishment  we  believe  to  be  barbarous,  inhuman,  and  un- 
necessary, and  we  call  upon  the  friends  of  humanity  everywhere  to  do  all 
that  they  can  to  secure  its  speedy  abolition. 

IV.— HOME  EDUCATION. 

We  recognise  the  child  as  a  type  of  innocence — a  fountain  of  purity, 
whose  life-flow  of  words  and  deeds  will  be  pure  and  beautiful,  unless 
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tainted  by  hereditary  mbfortone,  parental  neglect  or  fanlt,  or  discolored 
by  contact  with  corrupting  exterior  inflaences;  hence  we  belieye  that  the 
religions  education  of  oar  youth  should  consbt,  not  in  sectarian  indoctri. 
nation,  or  ceremonial  observances,  but  in  the  quiet,  unobtrusive  influence 
of  a  home  of  harmony,  and  an  atmosphere  of  love,  under  which  every 
human  being  cannot  fail  to  render  his  existence  a  blessing  and  not  a  curse. 
We  see  in  the  unfortunate  and  depraved  members  of  society,  not  crea- 
tures evil  by  nature,  but,  victims  of  wrong  in  the  form  of  inharmonious 
relations  or  false  teachings ;  and  hence  we  cannot  urge  with  too  great 
earnestness  the  importance  of  extending,  so  far  as  we  may,  especially 
about  the  children  of  the  poor,  the  ignorant  and  the  undeveloped,  the  re- 
fining and  elevating  influences  that  flow  from  a  progressive  faith,  and  a 
life  in  practical  harmony  therewith. 

v.— INTEMPERANCE. 

Among  all  the  evils  that  aflSict  our  race,  we  regard  the  use  of  alcoholic 
beverages  as  still  among  the  greatest  and  most  desolating.  We  have 
reason  to  fear  that  this  scourge  is  alarmingly  on  the  increase ;  and  we 
feel  that  we  must  begin  anew,  and  labor  with  more  vigor  and  earnestness 
in  the  work. 

YL— TOBACCO. 

As  spiritual  purity  and  holiness  and  physical  impurity  and  degradation 
are  antagonistic  conditions,  and  cannot  possibly  exist  in  the  same  indi- 
vidual, we  most  earnestly  repeat  our  protest  against  the  use  of  tobacco  in 
every  form,  believing  that  the  unavoidable  tendency  of  this  habit  is  to 
demoralize  the  human  race,  by  its  legitimate  effect  not  only  upon  those 
who  indulge  it,  but  also  upon  all  who  come  within  the  sphere  of  its  influ- 
ence. We  therefore  urge  upon  the  friends  of  reform  the  necessity  of  kind 
and  constant  effort  to  remove  this  foul  practice  from  our  present  social 
system,  and  thus  protect  future  generations  against  its  fearful  ravages. 

Vn.— TREATMENT  OF  DOMESTIC  ANIMALS,  AND  OTHER 
DUMB  CREATURES. 

By  no  means  of  minor  importance  is  kindness  towards  dumb  creatures. 
Among  the  most  horrid  deformities  of  human  nature  is  cruelty.  The 
tyrant,  whether  great  or  little,  is  a  monster  that  causes  every  humane 
person  to  shrink  from  him  in  horror  and  disgust  WeU  has  the  poet 
Oowper,  one  of  the  truest  friends  of  humanity,  said : 

*'  I  would  not  enter  on  my  list  of  friends 
(Though  fraced  with  polished  manners  and  fine  sense, 
Yet  wanting  sensibility)  the  man 
Who  needlessly  sets  foot  upon  a  worm.^ 
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The  inculcation  of  the  sentiments  of  kindness  and  consideration  for  the 
happiness  of  dnmh  creatures  should  he  one  of  the  earliest  lessons  for  the 
young.  Particnlarly  would  we  call  attention  to  the  care  and  comfort  of 
those  domestic  animals  in  common  use — the  horse,  so  nohle,  spirited  and 
valnahle  to  man ;  the  ox,  patient,  meek,  and  strong,  teaching  his  master 
many  lessons  of  honest  indu>try  and  endurance;  the  cow,  when  humauely 
treated,  so  gentle  and  useful,  and  affording  one  of  the  most  valued  neces- 
saries of  life ;  and  the  minor  animals,  the  dog  and  cat,  so  companionahle 
and  tractahle.  How  much  is  their  happiness  in  our  hands,  and  therefore 
how  great  is  the  responsibility  upon  us  to  treat  them  kindly. 

In  many  places  domestic  animals  suffer  greatly  from  exposure  to  the 
inclemencies  of  the  weather,  both  in  winter  and  sunmier.  What  are  we  to 
think  of  that  man^s  religion,  who,  while  comfortable  himself,  is  regardless 
of  his  suffering  dumb  creatures?  By  studying  the  instincts  of  dumb  crea- 
tures, not  requiring  them  to  come  to  our  knowledge,  we  may  learn  much 
that  will  not  only  make  them  more  comfortable,  but  will  also  add  to  their 
usefulness. 

*<  A  man  of  kindoesa  to  hii  bewtts  kind  ; 
But  bnital  actions  abow  a  brutal  mtnd ; 
Remember.  He  who  made  thee  made  the  brute,— 
Who  gare  thee  apeech  and  reason,  formed  him  mnte ; 
He  can*t  complain ;  but  God's  omniscient  eye 
Beholds  thy  cruelty,  and  hears  his  cry ; 
He  was  designed  thy  servant  and  thy  drodge,—- 
Bat  know  that  his  Creator  is  thy  judge.** 

VIII.— PARENTAGE. 

The  relation  of  parent  to  child  is  the  highest  possible  to  be  assumed. 
The  responsibilities  arising  therefrom  devolve  alike  uponfather  and  mother, 
who  alike  should  be  prepared  to  *  meet  them ;  therefore  we  are  bound  to 
open  every  avenue  for  the  free  development  and  cultivation  of  our  powers, 
moral,  intellectual,  and  physical.  No  persons  have  any  right  to  tske 
upon  themselves  the  duties  of  parents  until  they  are  willing  to  make  the 
faithful  discharge  of  such  obligations  the  highest  purpose  of  life,  and  have 
prepared  themselves  accordingly.  To  assume  such  relations  o^erwise  is 
a  moral  wrong,  the  penalties  of  which  will  surely  be  visited  upon  the 
children. 
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AN   ADDRESS, 

Delivered  in  the   Yearly  Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends^  at  LongwooJ^ 

Pa.    Sixth  month  Zd,  1860. 

BY  A.  D.  MAYO, 

Pastor  of  the  Division  Street  Charcb,  AlbsDy,  N.  T. 


I  THANK  you  for  the  oft-repeated  invitation  to  attend  your  interesting 
meeting  of  Progressive  Friends. .  Hitherto  I  have  been  compelled  to 
express  my  interest  in  the  occasion  through  brief  letters ;  to-day  I  am  glad 
to  look  upon  your  faces,  and  speak  the  thoughts  given  me  to  say.  I  have 
felt  it,  from  the  first,  a  good  thing  that  once  a  year,  in  this  and  kindred 
assemblies,  a  wide  platform  should  be  erected  for  the  consideration  of  all 
topics  that  affect  the  spiritual  welfare  of  mankind.  Of  course,  disputation 
is  not  always  discussion ;  discussion  often  fails  to  reach  the  profoundest 
class  of  facts  in  the  different  problems  of  living;  and  all  great  truths  are 
first  reached  by  solitary  meditation,  and  wrought  into  society  by  the  pa- 
tient experimenting  of  generations.  But  what  the  free  circulation  of  the 
air  is  to  the  growth  of  the  fields,  is  free  discussion  to  the  growth  of  hn- 
manity. 

I  shall  not  Insult  your  chief  principle  to-day  by  catering  to  any  state 
of  opinion  or  prejudice  of  custom  I  may  suppose  exists  in  this  assembly. 
Because  God  visits  me  best  in  the  qoiet  of  my  room  at  home,  and  com- 
mands me  to  preserve  with  care,  and  repeat  with  strict  fidelity,  what  He 
graciously  imparts,  I  shall  not  make  myself  ridiculous  by  attempting  to 
figure  in  this  meeting  as  an  extempore  prophet,  a  popular  agitator,  or  any 
thing  but  the  plain  Christian  minister  I  am.  You  will  not  love  me  for  at- 
tempting to  say  or  do  what  numbers  of  your  own  able  and  excellent  men 
and  women  can  better  accomplish.  I  suppose  you  have  sent  for  mo  to 
know  if  I  have  learned  any  thing  in  my  human  and  professional  experience 
that  will  help  you  to  become  in  truth  Progressive  Friends ; — ^friends  of 
Gt>d,  and  man,  and  truth,  and  beauty,  and  love.  Such  as  I  have,  in  my 
own  most  natural  way,  I  now  give  unto  you.  But  as  I  would  not  ignore 
the  drift  of  the  occasion,  I  will  include  what  I  say  under  the  comprehen- 
sive title  of,  I%e  Method  of  Bef arm, 
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Do  Dot  for  a  moment  imagine  that  I  would  limit  this  great  word  **  Re- 
form "  to  one  or  several  philanthropic  movements  of  our  day.  I  have  no 
more  respect  for  the  sectarian  spirit  that  would  fence  this  beneficent  agency 
within  the  railing  of  any  infallible  platform,  than  for  the  bigotry  that 
would  shut  up  God  in  one  Church.  €k)d  is  omnipresent:  no  less  present 
in  our  throng  this  morning  than  in  the  most  exclusive  temple  in  yonder 
great  city.  Though  that  be  called  ^^  the  ehurehy*^  and  we  **on'y  an  assem- 
bly," he  will  abide  with  the  loving  and  truthful  heart  anywhere  in  the 
universe.  The  spirit  of  reform  is  not  the  patrimony  of  any  churchman'b 
or  reformer's  clique ;  but  nothing  less  than  the  whole  mighty  movement 
of  man,  as  individual  soul  and  organized  society,  towards  a  perfect  union 
with  €k>d,  the  infinite  Love.  For  love  to  God  and  man  is  the  pole-star  of 
the  reformer's  hope.  Whatever  aspires  to  less  than  this  in  human  afiaiis, 
is  only  change,  and  always  of  doubtful  result.  Whatever  steers  towards 
this  light  in  tlie  heavens,  cannot  fail  to  achieve  some  good  for  man.  By 
reform  I  mean  what  you  and  L  and  every  man,  working  alone,  and  work- 
ing together,  through  all  time  can  do  to  lift  humanity  to  the  perfection  of 
its  Oreator,  through  the  everlasting  method  of  love. 

Thus  my  definition  of  the  reformer  will  be  wider  than  is  heard  in  some 
quarters.  Every  honest,  truthful,  loving  soul  must  be  a  reformer  in  some 
realm  of  human  affairs;  for  truth  and  love  are  bound  to  give  sin  and  foUy 
no  rest  till  they  are  annihilated  from  the  universe.  Where  any  man  shall 
work,  whether  his  service  shall  be  in  the  more  exalted  or  humbler  sphere 
of  effort;  whether  he  shall  comprehend  the  necessity  of  what  he  cannot 
fully  understand,  or  is  not  strong  enough  to  do ;  these  and  many  other 
things  depend  on  the  thousand  mysterious  elements  that  make  him  the 
man  he  is.  Life  is  infinite.  No  spirit  in  or  out  of  the  flesh,  save  God, 
can  overlook  the  whole  of  it.  No  man  can  deal  with  all  he  sees.  Indeed, 
it  is  only  after  long  experience  that  any  body  can  determine  where  he  cto 
serve  humanity  at  all. 

It  is  a  harder  work  than  the  wisest  of  ns  think  to  reform  any  thing. 
Many  an  industrious  and  able  man  has  spent  his  life  in  teaching  the  race 
how  to  do  some  minute  thing  better.  To  invent  a  pin,  to  improve  tbit 
pin  to  a  needle,  to  reform  that  needle  into  a  sewing  machine,  to  teach  the 
housewife  how  to  use  the  machine,  so  it  shall  not  become  her  idol  and 
bankrupt  her  husband ;  each  of  these  processes  has  been  the  toil  of  no  idle 
man's  life.  What  shall  then  be  said  of  him  who  steps  inward,  invades  the 
awful  precincts  of  the  soul,  seeks  to  arouse  and  stunulate  and  harmonize  the 
subtle  and  immortal  forces  of  the  spirit  ?  What  of  him  who  assumes  as  bis 
place  of  toil  our  human  society;  that  strange  interweaving  of  sonls  and 
institutions  into  a  fabric,  which,  like  the  city  of  Rome,  only  presents  its 
most  superficial  appearance  to  the  caeual  observer,  while  its  foundations 
lie  away  down  out  of  sight,  amid  the  dust  of  centuries?  We  can  only  ttj 
that  it  is  a  great  attainment  to  understand  the  least  thing  well  enough  to 
reform  it;  that  to  regenerate  one  man  is  a  toil  so  arduous  that  nobody 
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erer  yet  aohiered  it  alone ;  that  to  reform  any  institution  is  the  work  of  a 
generation,  co-operating  with  Providence ;  that  to  change  society  is  a  pro- 
oesB  as  gradual  as  the  geological  formation  of  the  earth.  And  this  heing 
trae,  it  becomes  every  wise  man  to  know  himself  and,  while  sympathizing 
with  all  the  good  he  can,  do  that  work  which  best  fits  his  peculiar  gift; 
and  oaltivate  that  charity  which  believes  the  ever- working  Providence 
will  save  the  good  and  destroy  the  evil  in  all  he  attempts. 

The  reformer  is  the  farmer  who  has  left  one  new  idea  about  the  culti- 
vation of  the  earth ;  the  mechanic  who  has  relieved  mankind  from  slavery 
to  nature  by  one  new  invention ;  the  merchant  who  has  simplified  or 
ennobled  his  trade  in  any  permanent  way ;  the  man  of  any  profession  who 
has  enriched  that  sphere  of  toil  by  any  shorter  or  finer  method  of  work. 
I  rejoice  that  the  world  is  now  full  of  such  reformers;  that  America  is 
changing  from  a  wilderness  to  a  civilized  nation  under  their  persistent 
labors. 

Higher  than  these  are  the  reformers  in  Thought  and  Art;  the  man 
of  science  who  reforms  a  false  theory  of  nature  by  the  discovery  of  a  nat- 
ural law ;  the  philosopher  who  sees  a  little  farther  into  tlie  labyrinth  of  the 
mind,  or  builds  a  better  (K^aflfolding  of  system,  on  which  we  can  carry  up 
the  walls  of  the  temple  of  truth  nearer  the  sky;  the  statesman  who  knows 
bow  society  can  safely  be  moved  one  hair^s  breadth  nearer  the  golden  rule ; 
the  painter,  the  sculptor,  the  architect,  the  musician,  the  author,  who  has 
come  nearer  the  mystery  of  beauty  and  charmed  the  heart  of  humanity 
upward  toward  the  ideal  lite. 

Bat  superior  to  all  others  is  the  reformer  in  the  realm  of  individual 
character  and  the  religious  faith  of  society.  For  all  paths  of  human  inquiry 
centre  in  the  sublime  region  of  faith.  To  impart  faith  in  God,  in  man,  in 
a  destiny  of  eternal  love — a  faith  so  intense  and  practical  that  it  shall  com- 
pel men  to  mould  character  and  society  into  the  image  of  the  divine,  is  the 
noblest  work  reserved  for  the  most  sdntly  soul. 

It  would  be  strange  if  so  many  well-meaning  people,  each  engrossed  in 
bis  own  circle  of  operation,  could  understand  each  other.  For  many  a 
year  to  come,  the  most  deplorable  quarrels  and  the  most  radical  miscon- 
ceptions will  be  among  those  who  are  sincerely  aiming  to  do  the  same 
glorious  work.  But  fortunately,  though  good  men  mi:$understand  and 
resist  each  other,  God  is  great  enough  to  include  us  all.  Even  while  we 
fight  our  petty  battles  of  personal  conceit  and  narrow  comprehension,  the 
almighty  Providence  is  silently  gathering  up  the  least  good  we  do,  joining 
it  in  eternal  union  with  all  the  good  of  the  past,  and  bequeathing  it  as  an 
inestimable  blessing  to  the  days  of  the  future ;  and  society  now  is  what 
it  is  of  excellence  through  the  work  of  men  who  never  saw  a  look  of 
recognition  in  one  another^s  faces  while  on  earth,  but  now,  we  hope,  look 
down  from  higher  posts  of  observation,  with  a  love  exalted  by  the  hin- 
derances  and  blindness  of  this  lower  state. 

Whatever,  then,  I  may  say  of  the  method  of  reform  will,  if  true,  be 
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valuable  in  every  department,  to  every  worker  in  the  elevation  of  tbe 
race ;  although  ii3  application  will  be  the  more  evident  as  we  ascend  aboTe 
the  realm  of  material  improvement  to  that  of  spiritual  regeneration  and 
the  progress  of  humanity  towards  its  Creator.  Let  each  who  bears  take 
what  is  for  him,  and  test,  reject,  or  use  as  may  approve  itself  to  his  higher 
nature,  whore  God  resides,  suggesting  and  responding  to  the  truth. 

I  have  said,  reform  is  the  effort  of  man  to  realize  the  divine  law  of 
love  in  all  the  relations  of  the  individual  soul  and  oi^nized  society.  Its  in- 
nermost essence  and  motive  power  is  the  direct  inspiration  of  God,  although 
it  depends  often  upon  the  help  of  the  Deity  as  indirectly  exerted  through 
nature  and  the  spirits  of  men.  For  God,  the  omnipresent  life,  the  univer- 
sal love,  pervades  all  things.  In  the  world  of  matter  he  ap[>ear8  as  a 
perpetual  law  no  less  than  an  occasional  surprise;  and  all  creatures 
exist  and  move  in  their  appointed  destiny  through  His  constant  presence. 
He  dwells  in  every  human  soul,  and  there  first  inhabits  a  creature  con- 
scious of  His  glorious  being.  All  men  are  itnbosomed  in  God  ;  all  institn 
tions,  human  society  iteelf,  exist  like  an  island  beaten  upon  forever  by  tbe 
infinite  sea  of  His  creative  and  regenerating  energy.  Man  can  resist  this 
indwelling  love  and  be  destroyed  by  it,  or  submit  and  be  forever  illomi- 
nated  and  saved.  Society  can  harden  itself  against  this  surrounding 
ocean,  and  be  overwhelmed  in  dreadful  ruin,  or  open  all  its  avenues  to  its 
peaceful  waves  and  rejoice  in  perpetual  spring. 

As  man  or  society  becomes  conscious  of  this  awfhl  and  lovely  presence 
striving  with  its  innermost  life,  its  ideal  of  truth,  love,  beauty,  rises  and 
expands  till  the  reality  of  to-day  becomes  intolerable.  To  the  soul  or 
state  blind  to  God^s  visitation,  the  present  character  and  order  of  society 
appear  enduring  and  almost  perfect.  But  as  a  light  kindled  in  a  dim 
chamber  reveals  a  thousand  imperfections  which  in  the  twilight  appeared 
mysterious  and  awful,  so  does  the  awakening  of  God's  great  light  in  the 
soul  flash  contempt  on  a  thousand  works  of  man's  hands.  Led  by  this 
radiance,  we  behold  the  ideal  of  spiritual  excellence  and  social  success  and 
henceforth  can  have  no  lasting  peace  with  what  falls  below  our  highest 
vision.  While  that  light  beams  within,  every  soul  must  be  a  reformer. 
God  reveals  the  ideal,  betrays  the  poverty  of  what  is  now  existing,  in- 
spires the  hope,  the  energy,  the  patience,  the  entire  consecration  to  achieve 
the  beneficent  result.  Every  man  who  remains  permanently  a  true  re- 
former is  inspired  directly  by  the  Father  of  all ;  even  when  he  does  not 
know  it,  or  mistakes  the  source  of  his  strength,  is  mightily  led  by  a 
Heavenly  Hand. 

I  know  I  shall  encounter  the  protests  of  not  a  few  benevolent  men 
and  women  of  this  age,  when  I  assert  so  positively  the  Divine  agency  in 
reform.  There  are  many  who  fancy  that  the  beginning  of  all  human  pro- 
gress is  to  repudiate  the  idea  of  God  and  all  the  religious  faiths  which  flow 
therefrom.  There  is  perhaps  a  growing  class  who  glory  in  the  name  of 
Atheist,  and  almost  scornfully  reject  the  conscious  immortality  of  the 
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soul ;  yet  do  actaaUy  feel  a  great  interent  in  maoy  of  the  philanthropic 
moYements  of  the  day.  Some  of  these  persons  appear  to  me  to  reject  God 
and  religions  faith  ont  of  their  selfishness,  pride,  contempt,  and  hardness  of 
heart  I  ivill  not  judge  their  motives,  bnt  I  have  no  faith  in  the  success 
of  any  reform  in  their  hands.  I  never  knew  a  man  or  woman  of  this  de- 
scription who  would  not  betray  any  sacred  cause  to  Satan  when  he  was 
driven  distinctly  to  choose  between  his  own  interest  and  the  good  of 
hnmanity.  I  have  found  no  such  brassy  selfishness  in  this  world  as  among 
that  insolent,  aggressive  clique  of  mocking  Atheists,  who,  having  banished 
God  and  immortality  from  their  plan  of  life,  set  up  their  own  conceit  upon 
the  vacant  throne  of  tlie  universe,  and  really  worship  themselves  under 
the  semblance  of  an  idealized  humanity. 

But  I  rejoice  to  believe  that  this  can  be  said  of  but  few  who  have  not 
yet  found  a  name  for  God  and  cannot  realize  the  eternal  life.  Multitudes 
of  sincere  souls  in  this  generation  have  been  so  affronted  by  tlie  ecclesias- 
tical caricatures  of  the  Supreme  Being,  and  so  outraged  by  the  repulsive 
scenery  of  the  immortal  life  as  exhibited  in  the  barbaric  drama  of  the 
popular  theology,  or  have  been  so  engrossed  by  the  sublime  order  of  the 
scientific  revelations  of  the  times,  or  so  exclusively  cultivated  on  the 
executive,  or  intellectual,  or  imaginative  side  of  their  nature,  or  so  im- 
mersed in  material  pursuits,  that  they  have  fallen  away  from  the  sub- 
lime faith  in  a  God  of  infinite  love  and  a  human  destiny  of  infinite  educa- 
tion, and  concentrated  all  their  remaining  faith  in  the  worship  of  an  ideal 
humanity.  I  have  found  many  a  soul  really  worshiping  the  Almighty 
under  a  strange  name ;  sacrificing  itself  to  man,  whose  future  life  it  could 
not  realize;  practically  firm  as  a  rock  in  its  conviction  of  moral  dis- 
tinction while  theoretically  denying  the  eternal  foundation  of  right  and 
wrong.  With  such  dissenters  I  can  have  no  bitter  controversy.  I  feel  they 
are  now  doing  every  good  thing  by  the  help  of  the  One  they  have  not 
seen ;  and  that  what  they  call  the  sole  light  of  human  nature  is  only  the 
morning  twilight  sent  up  their  spirits'  firmament  by  the  sun  of  eternal 
love  while  it  yet  lingers  below  their  mental  horizon  line.  To  all  such  men 
and  women,  who  with  honesty  and  humility  give  themselves  to  the  work  of 
refonn,  I  have  only  a  voice  of  good  cheer : — Live  up  to  your  highest ;  live 
in  your  loftiest  vision  of  truth^  and  lote^  and  leauty^  and  hold  your  soul 
open  forever  for  the  incoming  of  new  light,  I  shall  call  that  highest  God  ; 
and  wait  with  patience  for  the  brighter  day  when  we  can  clasp  each  other 
by  the  hand  and  bow  our  heads  as  one  man  before  the  ineffable  Presence 
that  guides  us  all.  I  fear  not  that  He  will  reject  your  work  if  done  in 
truth.  He  cares  little  for  our  fragmentary  names,  but  looks  into  the  soul, 
and  whoever  hath  reverence  for  the  highest  there  shall  not  pass  away 
without  leaving  in  human  affairs  some  beneficent  memorial  of  himself. 

"When  this  spirit  of  regenerating  love  goes  forth  among  men,  its  first 
result  is  agitation.  The  newly-discovered  truth  is  higher  than  the  average 
of  character  or  the  established  order  of  society.    However  good  they  may 
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be,  compared  with  past  standards,  they  now  fall  below  the  loftj  demands 
of  the  reformed  moral  sentiment.  Every  man  below  this  ideal  is  rebuked 
by  it.  Every  institution  below  it  is  imperilled  by  its  application.  A 
thousand  interests  of  every  sort  are  implicated  in  the  continuance  of 
things  as  they  are.  As  a  matter  of  course,  the  vast  majority  of  people 
and  the  entire  conservative  order  of  society  concentrate  against  the  new 
idea,  and  agitation  begins. 

There  is  an  eternal  feud  between  truth  and  error,  good  and  evil  in  the 
world.  The  bitterest  agitation  is  that  which  ensues  when  the  lower  pas- 
sions and  interests  of  men,  and  selfishness  and  sin  organized  into  society, 
contend  against  the  encroachments  of  truth  and  righteousness.  For  both 
truth  and  error,  sin  and  holiness,  are  aggressive.  They  hate  one  another 
with  a  perfect  hatred.  They  are  pledged  to  an  eternal  war,  with  no 
truce,  no  peace  but  in  the  annihilation  of  one  another.  In  proportion  to 
the  value  (»f  the  new  idea  and  the  enormity  of  the  old  abuse  will  this  agita- 
tion be  insignificant  or  tumultuous.  The  going  out  of  a  ridicnlous  fashion 
will  raise  a  little  breeze  of  agitation  among  the  tailors  and  milliners, 
strong  enough  to  bring  in  a  better  fashion,  but  yet  a  very  little  breeze. 
The  arraignment  of  American  slavery  raises  a  hurricane  from  the  pines  of 
the  Aroostook  to  the  orange  trees  of  Louisiana  and  the  oaks  of  Califor- 
nia. The  reformation  of  the  American  Church  is  rocking  every  hamlet 
in  the  Union. 

There  is  no  escape  from  perpetual  agitation  in  human  afikirs.  It  is  as 
irresistible  as  the  blowing  winds,  the  scudding  clouds,  the  tnrabb'ng 
waters,  the  ebb  and  flow  of  the  ocean  tides.  It  is  not  confined  to  any 
sphere  of  life ;  but  every  department  of  human  activity  is  shaken  by  Its 
earthquake  power. 

Through  what  terrific  agitation  has  the  system  of  American  industry 
plunged  forward  to  the  conquest  of  a  new  Continent  during  the  past  half 
century  ?  The  people  have  tried  in  succession  every  form  of  Old-World 
industry  in  the  subjugation  and  settlement  of  the  United  States.  They 
have  tried  the  Egyptian  system  of  slavery,  and  it  has  broken  down. 
With  the  finest  portion  of  the  Union  to  experiment  upon,  it  has  made  a 
desert  of  its  Eden.  With  the  exclusive  control  of  the  government  of  the 
country  from  the  beginning,  its  States  are  second-rate  in  prosperity  and 
industrial  power ;  and  its  only  remaining  expedient  to  settle  new  regions 
is  to  open  the  infamous  slave-trade  and  flood  new  territories  with  black 
savages  working  under  the  lash.  The  European  systems  of  a  tenant- 
peasantry  have  been  tried  on  the  banks  of  the  noble  Hudson,  and  it  is 
written  in  history  what  has  become  of  the  great  families  that  once  ruled 
that  valley  from  the  Adirondack  to  the  sea.  The  British  system  of  manu- 
facturing industry  is  now  exploding  in  operatives'  strikes  and  the  ruin  of 
employers.  No  wonder  the  slaveholders  and  despotic  monopolists  of  land 
and  princes  of  commerce  shake  at  the  coming  storm,  which  appears  to 
them  a  deluge  of  anarchy.    It  is  no  destructive  revolution  which  impends 
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bat  the  natural  growth  of  the  American  system  of  Free  Labor,  which  will 
not  pause  until  man  has  harnessed  everj  agency  of  nature  into  hb  ser- 
vice, and  made  it  possible  for  every  human  being  on  American  soil  to 
stand  fast  in  the  native  dignity  of  a  divioe  humanity. 

Th^e  must  be  agitation  in  our  diseased  social  life  while  the  material 
and  spiritual  dependence  of  woman  on  man  bears  its  native  fruit  of 
marriage  without  love,  luxury  without  comfort,  household  without  home, 
and  all  those  artificial  distinctions  that  postpone  the  soul  to  money  and 
poBition.  The  most  difGicult  and  essential  American  Problem  is  the  eleva- 
tion of  woman  to  her  divine  relation  to  man.  I  am  not  so  sure  what  that 
is  to  be  as  many  an  enthusiastic  agitator  for  "  woman's  rights ;  ^'  but  until 
woman  does  secnre  her  true  position  in  Republican  society,  every  family 
in  the  Hepublic  will  be  wounded  by  her  efforts  to  rise  from  the  Pagan 
civilization  of  the  old  time  to  the  Obristian  civilization  of  the  new. 

There  must  be  agitation  in  the  world  of  thought  till  every  false  theory  has 
been  exploded,  and  every  fact  about  nature,  the  soul  and  society  is  discov* 
ered  and  acknowledged.  In  this  revolution  of  ideas,  Germany  has  during 
the  last  half  century  led  the  vanguard  of  human  progress.  Orippled  in  her 
•ocial  and  political  life,  her  gigantic  radical  energy,  that  once  overflowed 
Ihe  Roman  Empire  and  again  submerged  the  Romish  Ohurch,  has  rallied 
again  to  scatter  the  delusions  of  the  intellect  Every  department  of 
thought  has  encountered  the  fiery  charge  of  German  criticism ;  crude,  gigan- 
tic, mysterious,  irresistible  as  the  herds  of  wild  men  that  burst  out  of 
the  interminable  forests  to  affriglit  the  degenerate  legions  of  Rome.  And 
as  every  mother  from  the  pillars  of  Hercules  to  the  banks  of  the  Euphra- 
tes scared  her  child  into  obedience  by  the  threat  of  the  German  barba- 
rian ;  80  every  shakingDoctor  of  Divinity,  and  antiqaated  professor  of  Philos- 
ophy, from  Oalitbrnia  round  to  Ohina,  unites  in  the  hoarse  screech  against 
German  speculation.  But  truth  will  survive,  and  the  agitation  of  the  in- 
tellect be  vindicated. 

There  is  agitation  in  our  politics.  On  no  public  interest  is  the  Ameri- 
can mind  so  rapidly  concentrating  as  on  the  ever  old,  ever  new  battle 
between  the  despotism  of  the  few  and  a  government  of  the  people.  En- 
trenched on  the  Slave  Power,  with  a  corrupt  commerce,  and  every  great 
Corporation,  and  the  whole  Church  of  authority,  and  the  social  aristocra- 
cy, for  helpmeets,  wielding  every  weapon  of  violence,  corruption,  and 
seduction  known  to  the  Imperial  powers  abroad,  American  despotism 
insolently  takes  the  field.  It  is  strong  in  the  so-called  upper  and  the 
undeniably  lower  classes  of  society;  and  as  the  haughty  CoBsars  joined 
hands  with  the  rabble  of  Rome  to  overturn  the  Repablic,  so  do  the  oli- 
garchy of  the  Senate,  the  Exchange,  and  the  Church  summon  the 
benighted  swarms  of  oar  great  cities  to  trample  out  the  rights  of  man. 
Ko  man  knows  how  it  will  end,  but  never  did  the  people  go  into  such  a 
war  with  such  viist  resources  to  aid,  sucb  a  prize  to  gain,  and  such 
omens  of  victory  to  beckon  them  on. 
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Our  religion  is  now  a  ship  tossed  on  a  stormy  sea  of  agitation,  not 
because  religion  is  dying,  and  the  Devil  is  to  rule  the  sonls  of  men,  as 
mannikins  in  lawn  and  ravens  in  orders  proclaim ;  bat  because  the  Churdi 
does  not  represent  the  religion  of  the  people,  and  the  people  themselves 
live  below  the  light  they  have.  Let  the  old  ship  rock — the  ocean  will  not 
ran  out,  the  sky  will  not  fall,  the  snn  and  moon  and  stars  will  not  be  ez- 
tingnished,  the  sweet  fresh  wind  will  blow  from  shore  to  shore,  and  every 
passenger  on  board  who  looks  to  the  North  star  and  tmsts  in  God,  will 
survive  to  build  perchance  a  better  ship,  wherein  He  shall  ride  who  came 
walking  over  the  waves  of  Galilee  in  that  night  of  terror,  saying  "  Peace, 
be  still  I" 

There  are  two  kinds  of  people  in  every  community  in  America.  One 
sort  approach  their  fellow-roen,  as  in  the  game  we  used  to  play  at  school, 
saying :  *^  Shut  your  eyes  and  open  your  mouthy  and  I  will  give  you  something 
goody  Another  kind  approach  their  fellow-men,  and  cry :  "  Open  your 
eyes  and  shut  your  mouth  till  you  see  what  is  good?'*  It  must  be  con- 
fessed the  first  class  have  had  the  world  a  good  deal  to  themselves  in  the 
past.  "  Shut  your  eyes  and  open  your  mouth,"  has  been  the  cry  that  has 
drowned  every  other  since  the  gates  of  Paradise  dosed  on  Adam  and  Eve. 
And  oh,  what  "  good  things  "  poor  humanity  has  had  to  digest ;  "  good  " 
Egyptian  Pharaoh ;  "  good  "  King  Herod ;  "  good  "  Roman  Aristocracy ; 
" good "  Inquisition ;  "good"  sacrificial  salvation;  "good"  slave  trad- 
er; "good "Church  of  England;  "good"  Francis  Joseph  of  Austria; 
"good"  Lecompton  Constitution,  affectionately  administered  by  "an  aged 
public  functionary ;  "  "  good  "  poverty,  pestilence,  war,  sensuality ;  all 
enormities  that  Hell  could  invent  and  Devils  administer,  duly  certified  as 
"something  good,"  by  some  patriarch  of  the  Church,  or  fair  woman  in 
her  saloon.  Verily  humanity  hath  a  strong  digestion,  and  cannot  easily 
be  killed. 

But  now  tliat  the  people  are  beginning  to  open  their  eyes,  and  dench 
their  teeth  against  farther  nostrums,  no  wonder  all  the  venerable  doctors 
of  the  soul  and  society,  are  in  a  fever  of  rage,  and  make  the  very  heavens 
resound  with  the  imprecation  on '' agitation."  "Agitation  must  cease." 
Very  well,  good  people,  let  us  open  our  eyes  wide,  shut  our  mouth,  and 
take  one  long  look  at  the  "good  things  "  you  want  to  give  us,  and  then  we 
will  talk  about  it.  But  we  are  impressed  with  a  suspicion  that  you  want 
us  to  stand  with  sightless  orbs  and  gaping  month,  that  you  can  continue 
to  cram  us  with  your  abominations.  Suppose  we  stop  agitating  slavery; 
will  you  promise  to  stop  making  America  a  slave  empire?  Suppose 
we  stop  agitating  the  Church ;  will  you  stop  making  the  Church  a  des- 
potic ecclesiasticism,  crushing  the  souls  of  men  ?  Suppose  we  stop  agitat- 
ing anywhere ;  will  you  not  take  advantage  of  the  first  moment  of  that 
quiet  to  spring  some  infernal  conceit  of  nonsense  or  sin  upon  us?  Pray 
excuse  us.  You  are  doubtless  excellent  people — all  you  profess  of  piety, 
patriotism,  domestic  purity,  private  wisdom;  but  we  prefer  to  open  our 
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eyes  and  see  how  you  look,  aod  eat  whea  we  are  hungry,  and  judge  for 
ourselves  "  what  is  good." 

This  is  the  whole  cause  of  American  agitation.  It  is  the  American 
people  waking  up  to  their  divine  humanity,  and  the  oppressors  of  the 
American  people  trying  to  keep  them  asleep.  Be  content;  agitation  will 
cease  when  love  prevails;  and  as  men  "do  justly,  love  mercy,  and  walk 
hnmhly  with  God,"  tlie  world  will  be  at  peace. 

But  agitation  is  only  the  preliminary  stage  of  reform ;  and  when  legiti- 
mate, never  terminates  in  itself.    It  is  the  wind,  the  earthquake,  and  the 
fire,  which  are  the  preparation  of  the  startled  soul  to  hear  the  Father  in  the 
still,  small  voice  of  education.    Education  is  higher  than  agitation :  is  the 
only  result  which  can  justify  the  terror  and  tumult  of  perpetual  strife. 
Ck>ntention  is  always  bad  in  the  abstract ;  it  becomes  good  only  when 
needed  to  arouse  humanity  to  a  higher  susceptibility  for  exalted  ideas  and 
holler  living.    The  chief  obstacle  to  the  reformation  of  men  and  society 
is  not  so  much  depravity  as  dulness  of  moral  perception  and  preoccupation 
with  what  now  exists.    We  are  constantly  forgetting  how  hard  it  is  for  a 
soul  or  a  state  to  examine  the  foundations  of  its  own  character  or  civiliza- 
tion.   Every  spirit  is  enclosed  in  some  peculiar  idea  of  life,  by  its  tempera- 
ment, ancestry,  education,  circumstances ;  often  so  completely  immured, 
that  it  only  expects  success  according  to  that  form,  and  thmks  no  more  of 
questioning  the  idea  than  the  child  who  runs  in  the  meadow  inquires 
drift  of  events,  to  direct  the  souls  of  men.    Every  such  spirit  is  a  centre 
of  growth— it  wins  and  inspires  many  another  soul  to  do  its  special  part 
of  the  great  achievement ;  it  shoots  its  subtle  feelers  all  round  a  state, 
and  knows  just  when  the  heart  begins  to  throb  and  the  blood  to  flow 
more  strongly ;  it  will  not  be  jostled  out  of  its  place  by  the  sarcasms  of 
the  radical,  or  the  slanders  of  the  conservative ;  it  knows  but  one  duty — 
to  educate  men  "  according  to  the  pattern  shown  in  the  mount,"  and  to 
divine  the  hour  and  the  influence  that  shall  organize  this  new  life  into 
working  form. 

It  would  perhaps  be  better  if  the  agitator  and  the  educator  better  under- 
stood each  other.  But  since  they  appear  to  be  in  a  chronic  feud,  it  is  use- 
less to  do  more  than  enjoin  on  every  man  to  be  as  large-minded  and 
charitable  as  he  can  be,  and  not  to  fail  to  do  his  work.  The  agitator  will 
some  time  learn  that  the  people  who  re-create  society  rarely  come  to  con- 
ventions ;  are  not  interested  in  brilliant  theories  of  the  millennium :  are 
so  obstinately  engrossed  in  making  over  some  human  being  or  some 
neighborhood,  that  they  do  not  even  stop  when  the  cloud  of  anniversary 
week  rises,  and  the  skies  of  the  metropolis  are  convulsed  with  "  thunder, 
liRhtninjf,  and  rain."  The  educator  will  learn  at  last  that  the  "  noise  and 
It  is  not  impossible  to  awaken  a  people  to  a  sense  of  ift  agitation,  have 
and  a  powerful  desire  for  a  higher  state  of  society ;  but  how  to  take  that 
people  as  in  the  arms  of  a  careful  Providence,  and  with  an  almost  super- 
natural delicacy  of  perception  and  touch,  readjust  all  the  complex  interests 
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of  the  fjiraily,  state,  chnrch,  business ;  bow  to  remove  the  tree  into  better 
•oil,  with  a  broader  exposure,  and  a  more  cheering  light,  without  blasting 
its  growth,  this  is  the  slow  process  of  a  generation. 

For  education,  though  but  a  calling  forth  of  latent  powers,  is  early  in 
its  results  a  new  creation,  changing  the  whole  aspect  of  the  character,  and 
the  entire  principles  of  civilization.  It  is  not  a  work  to  bo  done  in  a  day. 
Human  souls  are  too  great  to  yield  to  slight  influences.  You  may  make  an 
orrery  that  your  child  can  spin  about  like  a  top,  but  the  real  Jupiter, 
Earth,  aufl  Uranus,  move  only  by  infinite  attractions  persistently  exerted  in 
the  fields  of  space.  I  rejoice  that  man  cannot  be  "  rushed  through  "  into 
heaven  on  the  express  train  of  the  sensation  preacher  or  the  anniversary 
orator.  If  he  could  be  so  easily  converted,  I  should  suspect  he  was  not 
worth  the  pains.  Because  he  is  the  child  of  God,  imbedded  in  the  son!  of 
the  Deity,  with  an  outlook  into  eternal  life,  it  is  fitting  that  he  sliould 
yield  slowly  to  mighty  influences  perpetually  applied. 

Education  is  God's  great  secret  of  reform.    Who  can  unveil  the  mani- 
fold process  by  which  a  thoughtless,  prond,  selfish  girl,  is  moulded  into  a 
noble,  tender  woman.    Every  day  of  monotonous  toil ;  every  cry  of  h^ 
heart  for  love ;  every  revolt  of  her  intellect  against  repression ;  every 
aroile  and  fh)wn  from  every  human  being  she  has  known ;  all  the  inex- 
plicable goings  on,  and  donbtings,  and  surprises,  and  findings  out,  of  her 
woman's  nature,  have  insensibly  lifted  Iter,  year  by  year,  to  the  saint  we 
er;  "good"  Church  of  England;  **good**  Francis  Joseph  of  Aastria; 
t^good"  Lecompton  Constitution,  affectionately  administered  by  ^^an  aged 
public  functionary ; "    "  good  "  poverty,  pestilence,  war,  sensuality ;  all 
enormities  that  Hell  could  invent  and  Devils  administer,  duly  certified  as 
"  something  good,"  by  some  patriarch  of  the  Church,  or  fair  woman  in 
her  saloon.    Verily  humanity  hath  a  strong  digestion,  and  cannot  eadly 
be  killed. 

But  now  that  the  people  are  beginning  to  open  their  eyes,  and  dench 
their  teeth  against  further  nostrums,  no  wonder  all  the  venerable  doctors 
of  the  soul  and  society,  are  in  a  fever  of  rage,  and  make  the  very  heavens 
resound  with  the  imprecation  on  " agitation."     "Agitation  must  cease.'* 
Very  well,  good  people,  let  us  open  our  eyes  wide,  shut  our  mouth,  and 
take  one  long  look  at  the  "good  things  "  you  want  to  give  ns,  and  then  we 
will  talk  about  it.    But  we  are  impressed  with  a  suspicion  that  you  want 
us  to  stand  with  sightless  orbs  and  gaping  mouth,  that  you  can  continue 
to  cram  us  with  your  abominations.    Suppose  we  stop  agitating  slavery; 
will  you  promise  to  stop  making  America   a   slave  empire?    Suppose 
we  stop  agitating  the  Church;  will  you  stop  making  the  Church  a  des- 
potic eoclesiasticism,  crushing  the  souls  of  men  ?    Suppose  we  stop  agitat- 
Jnc-onxwhere ;  wil  No  society  or  party  is  strong  enough  to  make  or  break 
America.    The  Union  will  be  a  republic  or  an  empire,  as  we  all  grow 
nearer  reverence  or  contempt  for  man  through  the  manifold  influences  of 
naUonal  life. 
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The  educator  ranks  higher  than  tiie  agitator  in  the  order  of  work  in 
reform.  There  is  now  and  then  a  man  so  great  that  he  can  sustain  this 
donble  relation  to  the  people ;  with  one  hand  grasping  the  battle-axe  of 
destruction  to  the  obsolete,  with  the  other  building  up  the  new  temple  of 
God.  When  such  an  one  appears,  let  us  be  grateful,  Imt  never  forget  that 
the  rule  is  otherwise.  Ordinarily  the  agitator  and  the  educator  work  in 
different  spheres  of  life ;  do  not "  compare  notes ;"  are  ignorant  or  disparag- 
ing of«eaoh  other's  toil.  The  thunderer  on  the  platform  is  hurling  lib  hot 
bolts  right  and  left,  pointing  his  fiercest  invective  against  ihe  slow,  cau- 
tious men  who  do  not  come  to  his  meeting,  or  swear  by  his  resolutions,  or 
adopt  his  theory  as  a  solution  of  all  diflSculties.  His  victim  mildly  protests 
in  parlors,  or  with  dignity  denounces  in  senates,  or  with  pious  wrath  con- 
demns in  pulpits  this  pestilent  fire-brand  who  cannot  come  in  and  save 
mankind  according  to  his  creed  or  national  convention.  Probably  God 
cares  very  little  about  any  of  their  theories  of  the  "  way  to  do  it,"  but  in 
His  infinite  wisdom,  fastens  each  to  his  vocation,  and  makes  him  work  out 
bis  part  of  the  sublime  whole. 

The  creative  men  must  be  slow,  thoughtful,  moderate — ^too  comprehen- 
sive to  become  bitter  partizans,  too  loving  to  damn  any  set  of  men  to 
eternal  burnings,  too  sensitive  to  the  dangers  of  anarchy  to  precipitate 
measures  that  can  only  be  sustained  at  the  level  of  the  popular  mind.  All 
over  society  are  these  people  found,  one  in  a  place,  silently  watching  the 
drift  of  events,  to  direct  the  sonls  of  men.  Every  such  spirit  is  a  centre 
of  growth — ^it  wins  and  inspires  many  another  soul  to  do  its  special  part 
of  the  great  achievement ;  it  shoots  its  subtle  feelers  all  round  a  state, 
and  knows  just  when  the  heart  begins  to  throb  and  the  blood  to  flow 
more  strongly ;  it  will  not  be  jostled  out  of  its  place  by  the  sarcasms  of 
the  radical,  or  the  slanders  of  the  conservative ;  it  knows  but  one  duty — 
to  educate  men  "  according  to  the  pattern  shown  in  the  mount,"  and  to 
divine  the  hour  and  the  influence  that  shall  organize  this  new  life  into 
working  form. 

It  would  perhaps  be  better  if  the  agitator  and  the  educator  better  under- 
stood each  other.  But  since  they  appear  to  be  in  a  chronic  feud,  it  is  use- 
less to  do  more  than  enjoin  on  every  man  to  be  as  large-minded  and 
charitable  as  he  can  be,  and  not  to  fail  to  do  his  work.  The  agitator  will 
some  time  learn  that  the  people  who  re-create  society  rarely  come  to  con- 
ventions ;  are  not  interested  in  brilliant  theories  of  the  millennium :  are 
so  obstinately  engrossed  in  making  over  some  human  being  or  some 
neighborhood,  that  they  do  not  even  stop  when  the  cloud  of  anniversary 
week  rises,  and  the  skies  of  the  metropolis  are  convulsed  with  "  thunder, 
lightning,  and  rain."  The  educator  will  learn  at  last  that  the  ''noise  and 
confusion  "  that  have  kept  him  in  a  fret  all  his  life  against  agitation,  have 
been  the  very  elements  of  preparation  without  which  his  work  would 
never  have  come  to  his  hand.  It  is  not  essential  that  men  should  under- 
stand each  other ;  it  is  essential  that  every  soul  should  stand  to  the  duty 
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given  it  by  God  to  do,  and  work  in  faith  that  Bom^ow  the  end  will 
oome. 

Bat  the  final  resolt  of  reform  is  organization;  and  this  is  greatest  and 
most  difficalt  of  all ;  for  it  is  nothing  less  than  ohangiog  an  idea  into  a 
reality,  and  giving  to  the  flitting  vision  of  the  divine  *^  a  local  habitation 
and  a  name."  To  overthrow  the  useless  and  evil  is  essential ;  to  edncate 
souls  and  peoples  up  to  the  comprehension  of  the  truth  is  better;  to  realize 
that  blessed  life  on  this  earth  among  these  men  and  women  we  kyow  is 
the  divinest  work  of  man. 

Organization  is  the  method  by  which  human  beings  can  live  together 
with  mutual  advantage  to  all,  fulfilling  the  laws  of  God.  Man  is  not 
finally  an  individual  so  much  as  one  member  of  a  humanity  imbosomed  in 
the  eternal  nature.  Necessary  as  it  may  be  to  develop  all  that  is  in  him- 
self, he  can  yet  never  become  his  true  self  by  avoiding  his  kind  or  sepa- 
rating from  human  society.  Isolation  is  the  parent  of  conceit,  eelfisLnesa, 
monstrosity,  and  spiritual  death.  A  solitary  man,  trying  to  raise  himself  np 
by  working  bbown  shoulders,  preaching  to  all  men  to  isolate  themselves  into 
the  like  of  himself,  is  the  most  feeble  and  contemptible  creature  on  earth.  A 
man  standing  on  a  great  fruitful  idea,  with  God  behind,  calling  on  the  people 
to  come  in  and  build  up  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  is  strong  as  an  archangel 
Society  is  the  eflfort  of  man  to  realize  the  divine  order  of  th«  universe. 
So  every  true  reform  must  create  or  modify  some  institution  before  it  can 
bless  the  race.  We  are  made  chiefly  by  the  institutions  of  society  in  which 
we  live — business,  pleasure,  literature,  church,  family,  state :  these  are  the 
great  teachers  that  lay  their  hand  on  every  child  and  direct  his  steps  so 
unconsciously  that  he  hardly  knows  what  he  is  becoming,  till  mature  age 
finds  him  confirmed  in  some  obstinate  habit.  All  thought,  feeling,  imagi- 
nation, that  would  have  a  permanent  effect  on  civilization  must  become  a 
form ;  just  as  God,  incarnate  in  the  Divine  Man,  came  down  to  save  the 
world. 

The  true  organizer  is  the  master-workman  who  beholds  the  only 
feadble  way  in  which  men  can  be  brought  to  dwell  together  in  per- 
manent sat'isfaction.  He  must  know  human  nature — ^not  only  in  its 
extremes,  but  in  its  average  capacity.  Society  rests  on  the  average  power 
of  the  people  composing  it.  It  is  higher  than  the  criminal  who  is  aban- 
doned to  vice ;  it  is  lower  than  the  saint  who  sees  the  New  Jerusalem ;  it 
is  simply  the  way  in  which  men  can  the  most  easily  live  together  in  their 
present  state.  The  organizer  must  know  what  human  need  every  institu- 
tion originally  supplied;  how  far  and  how  long  it  supplied  it;  in  what 
respect  humanity  has  outgrown  it ;  how  to  emancipate  men  from  it  as 
they  take  on  some  other  more  flexible  form  of  existence.  He  must  be  able 
to  hold  men  to  him  by  a  mighty  attractive  power;  inspire  a  myriad 
workers  to  toil  in  the  details  of  common  duty;  overlook,  restrain,  spur 
on,  and,  little  by  little,  bring  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  He  must  under- 
staLd  Ohrbtian  expediency,  which  consists  in  doing  all  that  can  be  done 
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for  the  troth  under  any  given  set  of  circumstances,  rememheriDg  that  he 
is  as  much  hound  to  preserve  the  good  that  reallj  exists,  as  to  organize 
that  which  is  to  he.  He  must  keep  his  eye  fixed  on  tlie  order  of  God's 
law,  and  neglect  no  opportunity  to  lift  the  worlda  hair\shreadth  nearer  it; 
to  he  strong,  and  hrave,  and  patient,  and  comprehensive.  Just  as  the  Divine 
architect  works  for  centuries  to  make  one  majestic  oak  grain  hy  grain  ;  or 
slowly  draws  the  curve  of  the  heach  hy  a  million  flashing  pencil  points  of 
sharp  spray,  each  touching  its  grain  of  dust  through  a  generation,  must 
he  not  only  toil  himself,  hut  educate  the  men  who  shall  take  up  his  slow 
enterprise  when  he  is  gone.  Who  is  suflScient  for  all  this?  Only  he  whose 
soul  reflects  the  order  of  Heaven  as  the  clear  lake  mirrors  the  firmament, 
and  who  thus  hecomes  the  conscious  agent  of  the  great  Organizer  of  the 
families  of  men« 

Never  was  the  spirit  of  reform  so  completely  aroused  as  in  the  more 
progressive  portion  of  our  country.  Of  agitation  in  every  region  of  life 
there  is  no  lack.  The  American  is  an  agitator  hy  all  his  antecedents,  his 
history,  and  his  present  circumstances.  The  conflict  of  ideas  on  this  conti- 
nent during  the  last  two  centuries  has  heen  unprecedented;  for  here  the 
experiment  has  heen  tried  of  reducing  to  a  reality  the  dreams  and  theories 
of  the  freemen  of  all  the  ages.  We  cannot  help  agitation  everywhere ; 
indeed,  one  danger  of  our  civilization  now  is  that  it  will  quite  outrun  the 
tendency  to  education  and  organization.  It  is  the  most  tempting  side  of 
reform,  hecause  the  most  easily  done;  is  least  responsible  for  results,  and 
makes  the  most  brilliant  exhibition  of  personal  powers.  But  there  is  such 
a  thing  as  shaking  ourselves  to  death ;  agitating  society  beyond  activity 
intQ  a  St.  Yitus's  dance  of  disorganization.  We  do  not  feel  called  upon  to 
urge  on  this  branch  of  the  great  humane  enterprise  of  the  day,  so  much 
as  the  higher  and  more  diflScult  phases  of  reform. 

Oar  people  now  need  education  and  organization.  Especially  do  the 
forces  of  the  liberal  class  sadly  require  long  and  patient  discipline.  The 
country  is  full  of  people  for  wliom  agitation  has  done  what  it  can.  They 
have  thought  themselves  out  of  old  faiths,  waged  long  and  bitter  con- 
troversies, wreaked  the  entire  forces  of  their  nature  on  the  endeavor  to 
take  life  by  storm,  and  are  now  drifting  or  lying  about  in  a  condition  un- 
satisfactory to  themselves  and  their  fellow-men,  longing  for  they  know  not 
what.  There  are  wise,  generous,  catholic  teachers  in  the  land  for  all 
such,  and  one  great  problem  now  is,  to  get  tliese  teachers  in  proper  con- 
nection with  those  who  need  them.  In  business  and  politics  the  work  is 
being  rapidly  done.  Never  were  a  great  people  learning  so  fast  how  to 
use*  nature  and  organize  political  liberty  into  victory  as  ourV.  In  man- 
ners and  literature  the  state  of  affairs  is  less  satisfactory ;  while  in  religion 
we  need  all  the  educational  and  organizing  force  in  full  employ  to  breast 
the  great  fact  of  the  day. 

The  portentous  reality  is  fast  breaking  upon  the  world  that  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  peoples  are  changing  the  form  of  their  religion.    The  Church  of 
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Infallible  Authority  in  Germany,  England,  America,  with  all  its  appa- 
ratns  of  creed,  ceremony  and  social  prestige,  is  being  irresistibly  trans- 
formed.   The  people  hold  to  it  rather  because  they  hope  something  can  be 
made  out  of  it,  than  from  any  hearty  belief  in  its  dogma  or  discipline.    Un- 
derneath its  prosperous  ezlerior  unbelief  is  everywhere  lurking;  while 
full  half  the  people  are  hopelessly  outside  its  pale.    There  is  no  probabiliQr 
that  this  process  will  cease;  it  goes  on  by  its  own  momentum.    The  work 
of  the  wise  man  is  not  now  so  much  to  disorganize  the  old  ecclesiasta- 
oisms  as  to  educate  the  multitudes  of  sceptical,  careless,  godless  souls  into 
a  higher  faith  than  they  have  lost.    We  need  education  in  the  belief  of 
a  spiritual  God  of  infinite  love;  a  providence  that  works  in  accordanoe 
with  the  majestic  agencies  of  law ;  a  spiritual  humanity,  born  of  God 
and  destined  to  eternal  discipline,  by  a  Father  as  omnipotent  in  benefi- 
cence as  power ;  a  law  of  love  which  shall  make  every  act  of  life  a  relig- 
ious obligation ;  a  belief  in  this  world^s  opportunity  for  lofty  character 
and  Christian  civilization.    Let  these  facts  be  taught  through  every  chan- 
nel, by  eloquent  lifis,  by  common  conversation,  by  the  press,  in  the  family. 
Let  every  spirit  that  has  received  them  organize  them  as  the  moving  forces 
of  his  own  life,  and  proclaim  them  by  word  and  deed  wherever  man  is 
foun<l.     These  ideas  of  essential  Christianity  can  alone  save  our  An^o- 
Baxon  rads  from  religious  bankruptcy ;  can  alone  save  American  society 
from  fatal  wreck. 

It  is  not  enough  that  the  believers  in  them  should  meet  in  pleasant 
conclave,  or  fastidious  organizations,  to  congratulate  each  other  on  their 
great  hope.  We  need  a  holy  spirit  of  propagnndism,  such  as  led  Paul 
over  the  civilized  world;  and  has  inspired  every  noble  man  and  woman 
who  has  been  intrusted  with  a  precious  truth.  No  meeting  like  this  should 
meet  and  dissolve  without  rait$ing  funds  and  employing  missionaries  to  go 
among  the  hills  and  valleys  of  the  country  proclaiming  this  glorious  view 
of  life.  Wherever  a  few  neighbors  are  inspired  with  this  idea,  let  them 
at  once  unite  for  some  stated  discussion  or  worship  or  practical  work  based 
on  it.  Such  little  associations  will  be  the  nucleus  of  larger  gatherings,  and 
always  influence  the  pef>ple  in  a  manner  quite  disproportioned  to  their 
size.  Every  liberal  Church  should  gather  itself  up  to  a  work  of  educat- 
ing the  people  in  positive  faith  in  these  central  facts  of  existence.  The 
Church  is  fast  changing  for  the  better.  All  the  more  then  should  those 
outside  the  Church  arouse  to  their  work  of  lifting  up  and  gathering  into 
working  shape  the  forces  of  freedom  and  holiness. 

I  confess  I  have  less  patience  every  year  with  that  lazy  selfishness  that 
covers  its  languid  disinclination  to  severe  toil  for  God  and  man  with  the 
Jaunty  cloak  of  a  liberal  optimism.  If  freedom  of  thought  is  worth  any- 
thing, it  is  that  men  may  thereby  gain  a  higher  truth ;  and  if  truth  is  not 
a  chimera,  it  demands  our  utmost  powers  to  establish  it  in  life.  I  will  not 
qnarrel  about  methods,  so  that  I  see  our  liberal-minded  people  really  doing 
•omething  worthy  the  cause  they  espouse.    Never  was  such  an  opportu- 
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nity  lield  before  any  generation,  as  to  tbe  men  and  women  of  oar  progrea- 
dve  states,  to  ednoate  tbe  people  into  a  nobler  style  of  faith  and  life,  and 
organize  tbat  life  and  belief  into  a  working  power  that  shall  move  tbe  world. 
Tbns  only  can  we  be  secure  against  tbe  disastrous  reaction  tbat  inevita- 
bly overcomes  a  community  whose  liberty  is  only  a  license  of  words.  We 
can  be  a  Christian  people  in  tbe  sense  tliat  Jesus  was  a  Christian.  We 
must  work  terribly  for  it,  and  it  will  not  come  to-day  or  to-morrow,  but 
we  are  set  to  lead  tbe  way ;  or,  failing  in  that,  we  shall  sag  down  into  Ro- 
manism and  Atheism,  and  American  civilization  will  be  only  a  weak  imi- 
tation of  republics  centuries  ago  in  their  graves. 

Finally,  in  every  stage  of  the  great  work  of  reform,  "  put  on  charity." 
We  know  how  hard  it  is  to  lift  men  above  their  nature ;  and  every  re- 
former is  fated  to  act  in  the  spirit  of  his  own  character.  It  is  the  most 
fearful  retribution  for  our  sin  and  folly,  that  every  weakness  and  depravity 
into  which  we  have  fallen  comee  up  to  plague  us  when  we  would  do  the 
work  of  the  Lord.  If  I  am  a  victim  to  conceit*  or  pride,  or  passion,  or 
selfishness  in  any  form,  I  shall  just  so  far  degrade  the  purity  of  any  noble 
cause  I  espouse.  Too  mournful  is  the  sight  to  which  none  of  us  are  stran- 
gers, of  men  and  women,  in  pulpits  and  on  platforms,  imposing  their  own 
petty  jealousies  and  un veracities  and  sensualities  on  the  truth,  and  scattering 
right  and  left  the  poison  arrows  of  detraction  and  vituperation ;  jea,  claim- 
ing the  exclusive  sanction  of  the  Almighty  for  their  crude  theories  and  pa- 
gan fnlminations.  If  there  is  any  place  where  unoharitableness,  loose  think- 
ing, vanity  or  mutual  admiration,  are  especially  disgusting,  it  is  In  the 
persons  of  those  who  assume  to  criticize  the  world  as  it  is,  and  ])rophesy 
of  the  world  as  it  shall  be. 

I  may  assail  the  sinner  in  the  spirit  of  Satan  while  supposing  myself  the 
messenger  of  Christ.  I  may  slander  human  nature,  and  blusplieine  the 
Divine  Character,  like  any  demon,  quite  blind  to  the  black  blood  in  my 
own  breast  that  colors  my  views  of  man  and  God.  I  can  insult  the  slave- 
holder in  a  way  more  vindictive  than  any  overseer  plies  the  la**!).  I  can 
impeach,  and  stigmatize,  and  lampoon  men  of  the  purest  lives  and  unim- 
peachable integrity,  for  differences  of  policy,  in  a  way  that,  so  far  from  ele- 
vating me  to  the  rank  of  a  prophet,  declares  me  simply  a  public  black- 
guard. Numberless  are  the  ways  in  which  we  all  can  outrage  the  divine 
spirit  of  love  in  our  holiest  work. 

God's  truth  scorns  such  infernal  aid.  Freedom  repudiates  every  vulgar 
or  crafty,  or  inhuman  sentiment,  uttered  in  her  sacred  name.  Religion 
consecrates  no  man  to  trample  on  the  divine  beneficence,  and  throw  stones 
at  God's  chief  workmanship,  our  common  human  nature.  Woman  in 
America  needs  no  such  emancipation  as  glares  upon  her  through  the  beast- 
ly eyes  of  a  gospel  of  free  love. 

We  cannot  refuse  to  any  one  the  privilege  of  speaking  and  toiling  in  the 
holy  cause  of  reform.  But  whether  agitator,  educator,  or  organizer,  we 
ean  say  to  him,  Come  and  do  your  work,  but  first  ^^  put  off  the  shoes  from 
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off  thy  feet,  for  the  place  whereon  thou  standest  is  holy  groand."  Do  your 
best;  but  understand  the  cause  will  never  be  compromised  by  any 
personal  excrescence  you  may  desire  to  identify  with  it.  No  man  is  pore 
enough  to  overshadow  the  gospel  of  love.  Crod  will  reject  your  service 
as  soon  as  that  of  his  most  open  enemy,  the  moment  you  seek  to  thrust 
your  puny  head  above  the  majestic  front  of  the  eternal  gospel,  whose  hum- 
ble servant  you  are.  Every  thing  said  and  done  out  of  individual 
or  sectarian  littleness  goes  swiftly  to  the  limbo  where  all  the  rubbish  of 
the  centuries  is  burned  in  the  6re  unquenchable.  Every  thing  we  say  and 
do  and  are,  in  the  spirit  of  love,  goes  by  celestial  gravitation  to  the  heart  ot 
humanity,  to  comfort,  and  enlarge,  and  reconcile  it  to  God. 

One  such  reformer  this  world  has  seen ;  the  man  Christ  Jesus.  Jesus, 
the  agitator,  shook  the  world,  and  every  throb  of  his  mighty  heart 
shoots  terror  among  the  hosts  of  evil,  and  rapture  among  the  annies  of 
the  good  to-day.  Jesus,  the  educator,  put  mankind  to  school  to  learn  the 
simple  law  of  love,  and  generation  after  generation  bears  witness  to  the 
wondrous  power  of  that  simple  teaching  of  the  race.  Jesus,  the  organ- 
izer, laid  the  foundations  of  human  society  in  the  love  of  Grod  and  man  and 
holiness  of  life,  and  every  human  institution  will  toss  upon  a  sea  of  be- 
wildered uncertainty  until,  blown  by  heavenly  winds,  it  furls  its  sails  m 
that  haven  of  order  and  peace.  Jesas,  the  man,  revealed  to  us  the  secret 
of  the  eternal  life ;  that  all  progress  in  any  world  is  the  blending  of  the 
human  with  the  divine,  that  the  only  reform  is,  that  you  and  I  should  be 
translated  to  sons  of  Grod,  and  society  on  earth  be  transfigured  into  tiie 
kingdom  of  Heaven. 


"  OORIST,  TUE  WAY,  THE  TRUT?,  AND  THE  LIFE." 

BT     THEODORE     PASKSB. 

O  THOU  great  Friend  to  all  the  sons  of  men, 
Who  once  appeared  in  humblest  gaise  below, 
8in  to  rebuke,  to  break  the  captive^s  chain. 
And  call  thy  brethren  forth  from  want  and  woe ; 

We  look  to  Thee  I     Thy  truth  is  still  the  Light 
Which  guides  the  nations,  groping  on  their  way, 
Stumbling  and  falling  in  disastrous  night. 
Yet  hoping  ever  for  the  perfect  day. 

Yes!  Thou  art  still  the  Life;  Thou  art  the  Way 
The  holiest  know — Light,  Life,  and  Way  of  heaven! 
And  they  who  dearest  hope,  and  deepest  pray, 
Toil  by  the  light,  life,  way,  which  thou  hast  given. 
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EXPOSITION  OF  SENTIMENTS. 

ADOPTED  BY  THE  PENNSYLVANIA  YEARLY  MEETING  OF 
PnOGRESSIYE  FBIEND& 

To  the  Friends  of  Pure  and  Undefiled  Religion^  cmd  to  all  Seekers  after 
Truth,  ofwliatever  name  or  denomination,  the  Pennsylvania  Yearly 
Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends  sendeth  Greeting : 

Dear  Friends: — Having  been  led,  as  we  trust,  through  obedience 
ko  the  revelations  of  ti-uth,  to  form  a  Religious  Association  upon  princi- 
ples always  too  little  regarded  and  often  trampled  under  foot  by  pro- 
fessing Christians  and  popular  sects,  we  are  constrained  to  address  you 
in  explanation  of  our  leading  sentiments,  purposes,  plans,  and  hopes. 
If^  as  we  believe,  the  basis  of  our  organization,  and  the  arrangements 
we  propose  for  the  culture  of  man^s  religious  powers,  are  in  harmony 
with  the  Divine  laws,  and  adapted  to  the  wants  of  human  nature  and 
the  demands  of  the  present  age,  it  is  certainly  incumbent  upon  us  to 
diffuse  the  knowledge  thereof  as  widely  as  possible;  and  if,  on  the 
other  hand,  "  the  light  that  is  in  us  be  darkness,"  it  is  proper  that  we 
should  invoke  your  earnest  efforts  to  redeem  us  from  our  errors,  and 
turn  our  feet  into  the  highway  of  holiness  and  truth.  We,  therefore, 
ask  your  serious  and  unprejudiced  consideration  of  the  matters  presented 
in  this  Exposition,  so  that,  whether  you  shall  accept  or  reject  our  propo- 
sitions, your  conclusions  may  minister  to  your  own  peace  of  mind  and 
growth  in  the  love  and  practice  of  the  truth. 

In  our  efforts  to  apply  the  principles  of  Christianity  to  daily  life, 
and  to  social  customs  and  institutions  which  we  deemed  subversive  of 
individual  and  national  morality,  as  well  as  in  conflict  with  the  laws  of 
God,  we  encountered  the  hostility  of  the  popular  sects,  to  one  or  an- 
other of  which  most  of  us  belonged,  and  to  which  we  were  bound  by 
ties  that  grew  with  our  growth  and  strengthened  with  our  strength. 
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Minglmg  with  the  chime  of  church  bells  and  with  the  tones  of  th# 
preacher's  voice,  or  breaking  upon  the  stillness  of  our  religious  assem 
bliea,  we  heard  the  clank  of  the  slave's  chain,  the  groans  of  the  wound- 
ed and  dying  on  the  field  of  bloody  strife,  the  noise  of  drunken  revehy. 
the  sad  cry  of  the  widow  and  the  fatherless,  and  the  wail  of  homelea?^ 
despairing  pover^,  driven 

•*By  foul  Oppression's  puflSan  glnttcjy 
Forth  from  life's  plenteous  feast ; " 

and  when,  in  obedience  to  the  voice  of  Gk)d,  speaking  through  the 
holiest  sympathies  and  purest  impulses  of  our  Godlike  hnmanity,  -re 
sought  to  arouse  our  countrymen  to  united  efforts  for  the  relief  of  human 
suffering,  the  removal  of  giant  wrongs,  the  suppression  of  foul  iniquities, 
we  found  the  Church,  in  spite  of  her  solemn  professions,  arrayed  against 
us,  blocking  up  the  path  of  reform  with  her  serried  ranks,  prostituting 
her  mighty  influence  to  the  support  of  wickedness  in  high  places, 
smiling  complacently  upon  the  haughty  oppressor,  "justifying  the 
wicked  for  a  reward,"  maligning  the  faithful  Abdiels  who  dared  to 
stand  up  for  the  truth  and  to  testify  against  popular  crimes — thus 
traitorously  upsetting  the  very  foundations  of  the  Religion  she  was 
sacredly  bound  to  support  and  exemplify,  and  doing  in  the  name  of 
Christ  deeds  at  which  humanity  shuddered,  obliterating  her  indignant 
blushes  only  with  the  tears  that  welled  up  from  the  deeps  of  her  great, 
loving  heart 

For  a  time,  though  not  without  deep  mortification  and  discourage- 
ment, we  bore  this  appalling  delinquency,  thinking  in  our  short-sight- 
edness that  it  was  mainly  the  result  of  a  temporary  mistake,  and  not  of 
an  incurable  leprosy  tainting  the  whole  body.  In  the  "  patience  of 
hope  "  we  toiled  on,  seeking  to  reform  alike  the  Church  and  the  world, 
and  deeming  it  certain  that  the  former  would  speedily  abandon  her 
false  and  sinful  position,  and  **  come  up  to  the  help  of  the  Lord  "  against 
the  hosts  of  unrighteousness  and  oppression.  Our  hopes  in  this  respect 
were  doomed  to  a  sad  and  bitter  disappointment.  The  leaders  of  the 
Church,  instead  of  retracing  the  felse  step  which  they  had  taken,  grew 
more  and  more  hostile  to  the  cause  of  Christian  Reform,  while  there  was 
not  found  in  the  hodj  enough  of  moral  principle  to  reject  their  counsels 
and  repudiate  their  impious  claims  to  a  Divine  warrant  for  their  crimi- 
nal apostacy.  Inflated  with  spiritual  pride,  and  claiming  to  be  the 
anointed  expounders  of  God's  will,  they  mocked  at  Philanthropy  as  no 
part  of  religion,  exalted  in  its  place  the  Dagon  of  man-made  Disciplinea, 
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jtged  obedience  to  the  decisions  of  Yearly  Meetings  oi  other  eoden- 
astical  assemblies,  as  the  sum  of  human  obligation,  bade  us  stifle  the 
gashing  sympathies  which  link  us  to  our  kind,  and  passively  ^  wait 
God's  time  "  for  the  removal  of  the  evils  that  afflict  and  curse  our  race ; 
as  if  God  had  not  revealed  his  purpose  of  doing  this  work  by  human 
instrumentality — as  if  there  were  times  when  deeds  of  charity  and 
mercy  are  offensive  in  His  sight — as  if  the  cry  of  suffering  Humanitv 
and  the  emotions  it  sdrs  within  us  were  not  a  sufficient  revelation  of 
His  will,  and  we  were  bound  to  wait  in  listless  inactivity  for  some 
supernatural  or  miraculous  manifestation  of  His  authority  and  power ! 
Alas !  how  many  have  thus  waited,  until  at  last  the  spiritual  ear  has 
become  too  dull  and  heavy  to  vibrate  under  the  gentle  tones  of  the 
^  still,  small  voice,**  and  the  heart  so  hard  and  cold,  that  it  has  ceased 
to  beat  at  the  cry  of  mortal  woe  I  Superstition  has  woven  around  their 
souls  her  impenetrable  veil,  excluding  the  warm  sunlight  of  God's  pre- 
sence, paralyzing  their  moral  energies,  and  leaving  their  holiest^sympa- 
thies  to  stagnate  for  lack  of  use ;  thus  unfitting  them  for  the  work 
the  good  Father  sets  before  them  in  common  with  all  His  children,  and 
defeating  the  great  end  and  purpose  of  their  earthly  life. 

When  we  refused  to  obey  the  mandate  of  our  ecclesiastical  rulers, 
choosing  to  hearken  to  the  voice  of  God  rather  than  unto  the  voice  of 
man,  we  found  our  worst  foes  in  our  own  religious  households ;  the  rod 
of  ecclesiastical  power  was  lifted  above  oiu*  heads,  and  some  of  us  were 
made  to  understand  that  excommunication  was  the  price  to  be  paid  for 
the  exercise  of  that  liberty  which  Jesus  proclaimed  as  the  birthright  of 
his  disciples.  We  might  have  devoted  our  energies,  to  the  acquisition 
of  wealth,  and,  in  imitation  of  the  example  of  many  who  stood  high  in 
the  Church,  entered  into  close  relations  with  men  devoid  of  religious 
principle  in  the  pursuit  of  that  object,  and  no  voice  of  censure  or  re- 
proof would  have  been  lifted  against  us ;  but  when  we  associated  with 
noble  men  and  women,  not  of  our  sect,  for  the  purpose  of  abolishing 
slavery,  war,  intemperance,  and  other  crying  abominations,  and  our 
zeal  for  humanity  made  us  indifferent  to  the  forms  of  the  Church, 
though  more  than  ever  alive  to  the  great  principles  she  had  so  long 
professed  to  believe  and  revere,  we  were  treated  as  offenders;  and  the 
strange  spectacle  was  witnessed  of  bodies,  claiming  to  be  God's  repre- 
sentatives on  earth,  excluding  from  their  pale,  men  and  women  of  blame- 
less lives  for  loving  peace,  purity  and  freedom  so  devotedly,  as  to  be 
willing  to  co-operate  with  all  whose  hearts  prompted  them  to  labor  for 
die  promotion  of  those  heavenly  virtues.    Thus  were  the  great  and  en- 
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Dobling  principles  of  onr  common  humanity  subordinated  to  aectariab 
shibboleths,  and  that  Divine  chanty,  which  is  the  essence  of  the  God- 
like, and  thft  sum  of  every  virtue  in  man,  narrowed  down  to  the  dimcn- 
sion^  of  a  particular  creed,  or  smothered  under  the  petty  limitations  of 
speculative  theology. 

Driven  thus  to  choose  between  our  loyalty  to  sect  and  our  all^ianoe 
to  God,  and  feeling  still  the  need  of  some  outward  helps  in  the  culdva- 
tion  of  the  religious  sentiment,  we  were  naturally  led  to  investigste 
the  whole  subject  of  religious  organization,  its  nature,  uses  and  ^ere, 
and  the  source  and  extent  of  its  powers.  The  resnlt  of  our  inquiries  is 
a  clear  conviction,  that  Churches,  however  high  their  ])retensions  of  au- 
thority derived  from  God,  are  only  human  organizations,  and  the  repos- 
itories of  only  such  powers  as  may  have  been  rightfully  conferred  upon 
them  by  the  individuals  of  whom  they  are  composed,  or  derived  from 
the  laws  of  our  social  nature.  It  is  time  that  this  truth,  so  long  ob- 
scured,by  the  sorcery  of  priestcraft,  were  clearly  understood  and  boldly 
proclaimed.  Too  long  have  the  common  people  been  deluded  with  the 
idea  that  the  Church  holds  a  mysterious  organic  relation  to  the  Infi- 
nite,— a  relation  distinct  from  that  existing  between  the  soul  and  its 
Creator,  and  conferring  special  powers  and  prerogatives.  Perhaps  no 
error  has  done  more  than  this  to  debase  and  enslave  the  mind  of  man, 
to  fetter  his  godlike  powers,  and  make  him  the  ready  instrument  of 
superstition  and  priestcraft.  It  is  the  most  vicious  element  of  Popeiy, 
firom  which  our  Protestant  sects  are  not  yet  delivered.  Our  religioDt 
which  should  make  us  free  and  self-reliant,  willing  to  bend  the  knee  only 
to  God,  as  he  stands  revealed  to  our  own  consciousness,  withered  by  the 
touch  of  this  superstition,  becomes,  in  the  hands  of  ambitious  and  designing 
men,  the  instrument  of  our  degradation,  the  symbol  of  littleness,  meanness, 
bigotry  and  hypocrisy.  The  Romish  Church  sets  up  for  herself  a  daim  of 
absolute  infallibility,  and  the  various  Protestant  sects,  professing  to  deride 
her  pretensions,  yet  tax  our  credulity  scarcely  less.  From  the  Episcopal 
Church,  with  her  imposingritualand  elaborate  ceremonials,  down  to  mod- 
em Quakerism,  with  its  professed  abjuration  of  all  forms,  its  rustic  garl» 
and  look  of  ^  meek  simplicity,"  all  seem  deluded  with  the  idea  that  the 
Church,  being  made  after  a  Divine  pattern,  is  supematurally  preserved 
from  error.  Even  the  Quaker  regards  the  decision  of  his  Yearly  Meeting 
with  a  superstitious  reverence  scarcely  inferior  to  that  which  the  Catho- 
lic awards  to  the  decrees  of  the  Pope  and  the  Cardinals.  Do  his  rea- 
son and  common  sense  suggest  that  the  Yearly  Meeting  has  decided 
erroneously  or  unjustly,  he  banishes  the  thought  as  little  less  than  im- 
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{lions,  becomes  sUaat  if  not  acquiescent,  and  mayhap  lays  his  reason 
and  common  sense  a  sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  the  Church.  Poor  man ! 
let  him  be  once  feirly  convinced  that  ecclesiastical  bodies,  however  sa 
cred  their  professions,  however  worthy  of  esteem  within  their  legiti- 
mate sphere,  are  yet  only  human^  and  without  authority  to  bind  the 
conscience  evec  of  the  humblest  of  God's  children,  and  he  will  no  longer 
dare  to  oflfer  such  a  sacrifice,  to  dishonor  his  Creator  by  debasing  his 
own  exalted  powers. 

It  would  be  easy  to  show  that  this  claim  of  supernatural  power,  on 
the  part  of  the  organized  Church,  is  at  war  with  the  whole  genius  and 
spirit  of  Christianity  as  exhibited  in  the  life  and  teachings  of  Jesus,  and 
without  warrant  in  the  writings  of  the  Apostles  and  primitive  Christians, 
as  well  as  subversive  of  individual  rights  and  responsibilities.  Jesus 
nowhere  indicated  an  intention  to  organize  a  Church  clothed  with  such 
power.  Indeed,  it  does  not  appear  from  his  recorded  words  that  he 
even  contemplated  any  organization  whatever  of  those  who  should  em- 
brace his  doctrines.  He  specified  no  such  work  as  incumbent  upon 
those  whom  he  sent  forth  as  witnesses  of  tlie  truth,  but  left  them  to 
adopt  such  instrumentalities  as  might  seem  to  them  adapted  to  promote 
the  object  of  their  mission.  The  Apostles  did  indeed  organize  Churches, 
but  they  did  not  pretend  that  they  were  framed  after  a  Divinely  pre- 
scribed pattern,  still  less  that  they  were  clothed  with  a  supernatural 
power.  "  It  was  not,"  says  a  learned  writer,*  "  until  the  number  of  personal 
followers  of  Jesus  increased  by  thousands,  and  theneedof  some  organization 
began  to  be  felt,  that  any  thing  like  the  institution  of  a  distinct  and  perma- 
nent religious  society  appears  to  have  been  definitely  contemplated.  And 
then  nothing  more  was  done,  than  toas  necessary  to  that  present  exigency. 
Thus  the  whole  institution  of  the  Church  at  Jerusalem  grew  up  by 
degrees,  as  one  step  after  another  was  called  for  by  a  succession  of  cir- 
cumstances altogether  peculiar r  A  religious  periodical  of  high  authority 
in  matters  of  ecclesiastical  history,  f  testified,  some  years  since,  as  fol- 
lows :  "  Men  have  clung  as  with  a  dying  grasp  to  a  few  shreds  of  an- 
cient tradition,  and  deemed  it  sacrilege  to  meddle  with  these  consecrated 
relics.  They  have  attached  a  peculiar  sacredness  to  their  own  constitu- 
tions, councils,  ordinances,  creeds  and  decisions,  as  if  they  rested  on 
Divine  right  and  apostolic  authority. . .  .The  beautiful  theories  of  Church 
government,  devised  with  so  much  care  and  put  together  with  so  much 
skill  and  art,  have,  we  are  sure,  no  manner  of  resemblance  to  the 

*  Leonard  Bacon,  in  hi«  "Manual  for  Young  Church  Members.** 
\  Tlie  Chrittian  Spectator,  Sept,  1883. 
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Churches  mention<Kl  in  the  Acts  and  Epistles.  The  primitive  Cku 
tians,  could  they  come  among  us,  would  be  not  a  little  suq>rised  to  hear 
their  assemblies,  gathered  by  stealth  for  worship,  with  or  without  p&^ 
ticular  standing  officers,  referred  to  as  the  models  after  which  the  sttpe^ 
structure  of  denominational  Churches  is  supposed  to  be  fashioned. 
They  were  simple-hearted  men  and  women,  exposed  to  continual  pwse- 
cution,  and  bound  together  in  Christian  love ;  forming  and  modifying 
their  regulations  exactly  as  was  needed  ;  never  once  dreaming  that  thej 
or  their  successors  were  bound  to  a  single  system  by  some  great  code, 
provided  by  Divine  authority . . .  .The  reason  of  associating  together 
was,  to  further  tliis  great  end,  mutually  to  enliven  the  feelings  of  devo- 
tion, strengthen  the  principles  of  piety,  and  aid  in,  and  urge  to,  the  dis- 
charge of  duty. . .  .Some  things  were  practised  in  some  Churches  and 
not  in  others.  Some  officers  existed  in  one  and  not  in  another ;  some 
met  in  one  place  and  not  in  another ;  and  all  had  a  right  to  do  what- 
ever might  be  conducive  to  the  general  goodP 

We  have  dwelt  at  some  length  on  this  point,  because  we  deem  it  of 
fundamental  importance.  This  claim  of  organic  communion  with  God 
lies  at  the  root  of  many  evils  in  the  Churches  around  us,  and  hence  we 
desire  to  make  our  denial  of  its  validity  as  emphatic  as  possible.  We 
would  impress  upon  the  minds  of  all  whom  our  voice  may  reach,  the 
truth,  that  there  is  no  mysterious  alchemy  whereby  a  company  of  men, 
mean  and  selfish  as  individuals,  are  transmuted  into  a  holy  body ;  no  Divine 
afflatus  vouchsafed  to  them  in  the  mass,  superseding  the  necessity  of 
personal  conformity  to  the  will  of  God.  Such  a  claim  is  the  acme  of 
superstition  and  imposture.  It  is  amazing  that  it  should  for  so  long  a 
period  have  deceived  and  befooled  the  nations !  When  will  the  peoj^ 
learn  that  there  is  nothing  Divine,  nothing  too  sacred  for  investigatioti, 
in  the  artificial  arrangements  and  prescribed  formalities  of  sects !  Alas ! 
what  multitudes  join  the  popular  Churches,  submitting  to  their  rites  and 
paying  the  expenses  of  their  administration,  deluding  themselves  mean- 
while with  the  idea  that  they  are  thus  ensuring  their  eternal  salvation, 
even  though  their  daily  lives  are  defiled  by  sordid  and  debasing  actSi 
and  they  scarcely  lifl  a  finger  or  breathe  one  honest  aspiration  for  their 
own  or  the  world's  moral  improvement  I 

Our  inquiries  into  the  nature  and  uses  of  Religious  Organization 
have  also  brought  us  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  Churches  around  us  have 
made  a  vital  mistake  in  demanding  uniformity  of  belief  in  respect  to 
scholastic  theology,  ordinances,  rites  and  forms,  as  a  condition  of  reli- 
gious fellowship  and  the  basis  of  "associated  effort    It  would  hardly  be 
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po0nble  to  exaggerate  the  evils  resulting  from  this  mistake.  It  has  lee 
the  Church  into  dissensions,  hypocrisy  and  all  uncharitableness,  and  in- 
stead of  promoting  a  manly,  vigorous  and  healthful  piety,  which  ever 
manifest  itself  in  works  of  practical  benevolence  and  would  make  her  a 
burning  and  a  shining  light  in  the  presence  of  surrounding  darkness,  it 
narrows  the  scope  of  her  vision,  dwarfs  the  intellect,  smothers  the  heart, 
and  makes  her  the  purveyor  of  traditions  and  shams,  a  covert  for  mean- 
ess  and  treachery,  and  a  hiding-place  for  the  perpetrators  and  apologists 
of  popular  wickedness.  It  reverses  the  arrangements  proposed  by  Jesus 
and  his  early  followers,  putting  that  first  which  should  be  last,  the  inci 
dental  in  place  of  the  primary,  the  temporary  in  place  of  the  eternal 
Jesus  enjoins  it  upon  his  hearers  to  "  seek  first  the  kingdom  of  God  and 
His  righteoumess  ;  "  but  the  popular  Church  practically  tells  us,  on  pain 
of  eternal  perdition,  to  seek  first  of  all  the  theology  of  that  kingdom,  as- 
suring us,  with  impious  tongue,  that  if  we  only  master  that,  get  its  dif- 
ferent parts  properly  arranged  and  labelled,  and  learn  to  believe  them, 
however  inconsistent  with  each  other,  and  contrary  to  our  reason  and 
common  sense,  the  righteousness  may  safely  enough  be  lefi^  to  take  care 
of  itself!  Instead  of  requiring  as  the  evidence  of  our  piety  the  "  fruits  " 
demanded  in  the  Gospel  of  Jesus,  it  sneers  at  "  good  works "  as  "  car- 
nal ^  and  inefficacious,  bids  us  mind  our  catechisms,  disciplines  and  con 
fessions  of  faith ;  to  come  regularly  to  its  assemblies,  and  worship  accord- 
ing to  its  prescribed  forms  1  It  is  no  wonder  that  politicians,  bent  upon 
schemes  of  selfish  aggrandizement,  mock  at  the  Higher  Law,  and  declare 
their  own  oppressive  statutes  a  finality,  when  the  Church  is  found  thus 
corrupt  and  apostate.  No  marvel  that  insatiate  Wealth  tramples  upon 
lowly  Poverty;  that  War's  "red  thunders"  reverberate  round  the  world' 
that  Drunkenness  counts  its  victims  by  tens  of  thousands ;  that  Land 
Monopoly  grinds  humanity  in  the  dust;  that  Lust  is  doing  his  work  of 
defilement  and  shame  with  impunity ;  that  immortal  beings  are  driven 
to  their  daily  toil  under  the  lash,  and  even  sold  in  the  shambles,  when 
the  Church  profifers  absolution  for  such  crimes  upon  terms  so  easy  of 
fulfilment 

The  natural  counterpart  of  this  false  and  superstitious  devotion  to 
creeds  and  forms  is  an  imnatural  sourness  and  melancholy — ^a  Pharisai- 
oal  spirit,  which  frowns  upon  amusements  as  an  offence  to  God,  and 
which  would  cover  the  face  of  society  with  a  sanctimonious  gloom  as 
repugnant  to  Religion  as  to  unperverted  human  nature.  The  victims 
of  this  spirit  converse  about  religion,  not  in  manly  and  natural  tones, 
indicative  of  sincerity  and  earnestness,  but  in  a  whining,  canting  man- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


40 

ner,  as  if  it  were  a  burden  hard  to  be  borne,  but  which  thej  reluctantly 
consent  to  carry  during  their  mortal  li^  as  the  only  means  of  eteniai 
salvation  I  We  are  persuaded  that  the  exhibitions  of  thb  spirit  on  the 
part  of  the  Church  have  produced  incalculable  mischief,  by  exciting  the 
prejudices  of  the  young  against  cUl  Religion  as  necessarily  of  an  ascetic 
charactei,  and  by  placing  amusements  beyond  the  pale  of  Christian  !d 
tluence,  thus  making  them  liable  to  excesses  which  might  otherwib^  be 
avoided.  The  Christian,  of  all  other  persons,  should  not  be  of  a  sad  coun- 
tenance, but  ever  cheerful  and  hopeful  in  his  demeanor,  making  the  veiy 
atmosphere  he  breathes  a  witness  of  the  serene  joy  that  dwelb  m  his 
heart  No  false  idea  of  sanctity,  no  superstitious  or  fanatical  "  worry" 
about  his  soul,  should  he  ever  suffer  to  make  his  presence  distasteful  and 
unwelcome  to  the  young. 

We  cannot  undeilake  to  particularize  all  the  errors  of  principle  and 
practice  in  the  popular  Churches,  which  our  investigations  have  revealed 
to  us ;  but  there  is  one  more  which  we  must  not  pass  in  silence.  We 
allude  to  that  vicious  and  despotic  feature  in  the  organization  of  most 
of  them,  which,  beginning  in  the  subordination  of  the  individual  to  the 
local  Church,  or  to  Elders,  Overseers,  or  other  officers  thereof^  ends  in 
the  subjection  of  local  bodies  to  some  larger  assembly  or  central  powei. 
There  are,  indeed,  some  Churches  which  have  attempted  to  abolish  this 
system,  but  they  are  still  too  much  bound  by  usage  to  practices  incon- 
sistent with  their  theories.  Experience,  as  well  as  observation,  has 
taught  us  that  local  organizations  should  in  the  first  place  be  formed 
upon  principles  which  will  offer  the  best  possible  safeguard  to  the  equal 
rights  of  the  individual  members,  and  discourage  tyranny,  whether  o^ 
the  many  or  the  few ;  and,  in  the  next  place,  that  they  should  nev^ 
allow  any  other  body,  however  numerous  or  imposing,  to  exercise 
auth  ority  over  them.  The  forms  of  Church  organization,  instead  of  being 
such  as  are  suggested  by  the  ideas  of  individual  freedom  and  responsi- 
bility which  pervade  the  teachings  of  Jesus,  would  seem  to  have  been 
borrowed  from  anti-Christian  and  despotic  systems  of  civil  government, 
whereof  force  is  the  vital  and  controlling  element  Under  such  forms, 
religious  tyranny,  always  difficult  of  repression,  is  sure  to  spring  up  into 
a  vigorous  life.  It  would  be  easy  to  illustrate  this  truth  by  a  reference 
to  the  history  of  any  of  those  Churches  in  which  the  affiliated  and  sub- 
ordioating  system  of  government  prevails,  but  the  experience  of  many 
of  our  number  naturally  leads  us  to  point  to  the  Society  of  Friends  as  a 
wammg  gainst  this  lamentable  evil  The  setting  apart  of  ministers  as 
a  distinct  order  of  persons,  and  for  life ;  the  appointment  of  Elders  to  sit 
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in  judgment  upon  the  services  of  the  Ministry,  and  to  detenniue  officially 
what  is  and  what  is  not  inspiration ;  tlie  subjection  of  individual  liberty 
to  official  dictation ;  the  subordination  of  Preparative  to  Monthly,  of 
Monthly  to  Quarterly,  of  Quarterly  to  Yearly  Meetings ;  all  this  affords 
a  covert  for  despotic  authority.  It  is  an  arrangement  whereby  the  few 
are  enabled  to  control  the  many,  and  to  carry  into  successful  operation 
their  plans  for  keeping  the  Church  popular  with  the  world,  while  she  is 
trampling  upon  her  own  most  vital  principles,  and  obstinately  refusing 
to  do  the  work  for  which  she  was  originally  established.  It  aggravates, 
moreover,  all  the  other  evils  which  have  crept  into  the  body,  and  renders 
the  work  of  reform  extremely  difficult,  if  not  impossible. 

But  while  we  thus  earnestly  deny  the  claims  of  Religious  Associa- 
tions to  Divine  authority,  and  maintain  that  they  form  no  exception  to 
the  rule,  that  "  institutions  are  made  for  man,  not  man  for  institutions," 
and  while  we  would  fearlessly  expose  all  that  is  >vrong  in  existing 
Churches,  we  do  not  therefore  repudiate  such  associations  as  necessarily 
evil.  Founded  upon  right  principles,  adjusted  to  the  wants  of  our  social 
nature,  within  their  legitimate  sphere  as  the  servants  and  helpers,  not 
the  masters  of  the  soul,  as  a  means  and  not  an  end,  we  esteem  them  of 
great  importance.  It  is  only  when  they  interpose  between  our  con- 
sciences and  God,  assuming  to  tell  us  authoritatively  how  much  and 
what  we  must  believe,  and  virtually  trampling  under  foot  the  right  of 
private  judgment,  that  our  manhood  prompts  us  to  reject  them.  The 
mistakes  which  men  have  made  in  their  efforts  to  realize  the  benefits  of 
Religious  Association,  however  strange  and  even  preposterous  they  may 
appear  to  us  at  this  advanced  period  of  the  world's  history,  were  only 
the  incidents  of  Humanity  imperfectly  informed  and  developed.  They 
should  not  therefore  discourage  us,  still  less  lead  us  into  other  errors  at 
the  opposite  extreme.  Men  have  also  made  great  mistakes  in  science, 
and  in  things  pertaining  to  physical  life — in  astronomy,  chemistry,  and 
the  mechanic  arts,  and  even  in  agriculture ;  and  it  would  be  no  more 
absurd  to  urge  these  mistakes  as  a  reason  for  abandoning  all  associated 
effort  in  such  matters,  than  it  would  be  to  allege  the  similar  blunders 
into  which  men  have  fallen  in  r^ard  to  Religion,  and  the  abuses  gro\*- 
ing  out  of  them,  as  a  reason  why  we  should  resist  the  strong  impulse  of 
our  nature  which  prompts  us  to  combine  our  efforts  for  the  promotion  of 
piety  and  good  morals.  Past  errors  and  present  imperfections,  instead 
of  affording  an  argument  against  organization,  are  only  illustrations  of 
its  necessity,  as  a  means  whereby  the  strong  may  help  the  weak,  the 
tiighly  cultivated  soul  minister  to  the  edification  of  those  less  enlightened, 
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and  social  influence  become  the  aid  and  support  of  individual  yirtue. 
Beavers  do  not  more  naturally  combine  to  build  their  habitations,  than 
men  and  women,  inspired  by  a  common  love  of  God  and  Humanity, 
and  a  common  thirst  for  religious  excellence,  mingle  and  combine  their 
individual  efforts  for  the  promotion  of  pure  and  undefiled  religion  among 
themselves  and  throughout  the  world. 

In  forming  The,  Pennsylvania  Yearly  Meeting  of  Progressive 
Friends,  we  have  followed  the  instincts  of  our  moral  and  social  nature, 
and  acted  upon  the  settled  conviction,  that  such  an  organization  was 
necessary  to  our  highest  eflSciency  in  the  work  which  our  Heavenly 
Father  has  given  us  to  do.  We  seek  not  to  diminish,  but  to  intensify, 
in  ourselves  the  sense  of  individual  responsibility — not  to  escape  from 
duty,  but  to  aid  one  another  in  its  performance — ^to  lift  up  before  all  who 
may  be  influenced  by  our  words  or  actions  a  high  standard  of  moral 
and  religious  excellence — to  commit  ourselves  before  the  world  as  the 
friends  of  righteousness  and  truth,  and  as  under  the  highest  obligationi 
to  labor  for  the  redemption  of  mankind  from  every  form  of  error  and  sin. 

It  has  been  our  honest  endeavor  to  avoid,  if  possible,  the  mistakes 
into  which  previous  organizations  have  so  generally  fsdlen,  and  especial- 
ly those  radical  errors  which  are  pointed  out  in  this  address.  To  this 
end  we  have  made  our  association  as  simple  as  possible,  having  done 
little  more  than  to  provide  for  an  annual  assembly.  We  claim  for  this 
organization  no  other  powers  than  such  as  we  ourselves  have  conferred 
upon  it  in  consistency  with  our  own  and  others'  individual  freedom. 
We  make  no  draft  upon  the  veneration  of  our  fellow-men  for  any  a^ 
rangement  that  we  have  adopted,  or  may  adopt  hereafter.  Veneration 
is  due  only  to  God,  and  to  those  eternal  principles  of  Rectitude, 
Justice  and  Love,  of  which  He  is  the  embodiment 

We  have  set  forth  no  forms  nor  ceremonies ;  nor  have  we  sought  to 
impose  upon  ourselves  or  others  a  system  of  doctrinal  beliet  Such 
matters  we  have  left  where  Jesm  left  them,  with  the  conscience  and 
common  sense  of  the  individual.  It  has  been  our  cherished  purpose  to 
restore  the  union  between  Religion  and  Life,  and  to  place  works  of 
goodness  and  mercy  far  above  theological  speculations  and  scholastic  sub- 
Ueties  of  doctrine.  Creed-making  is  not  among  the  objects  of  our  asso- 
ciation. Christianity,  as  it  presents  itself  to  our  minds,  is  too  deep,  too 
broad,  and  too  high,  to  be  brought  within  the  cold  propositions  of  the 
theologian.  We  should  as  soon  think  of  bottling  up  the  sunshine  for 
the  Ubo  of  posterity,  as  of  attempting  to  adjust  the  free  and  universal 
principles  taught  and  exemplified  by  Jesus  o^  Nazareth  to  the  angles  of 
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a  man-made  creed.  Churchec  which  undertake  this  impious  and  im- 
practicable  work  doom  themselves  thereby  to  barrenness  and  death.  In- 
stead of  being  warmed  and  animated  by  that  living  faith  which  **  works 
by  love  "  and  overcomes  the  world,  they  lapse  into  bigotry  and  intoler- 
ance, and  their  formularies,  having  no  life  in  themselves,  become  at 
length  mere  petriflEictions,  fossil  remains  of  ideas,  which,  however  sig^ 
nificant  once,  have  no  longer  any  adaptation  to  the  condition  of  the  race. 
It  is  sad  to  behold  a  Church,  with  Christ's  name  upon  its  brow,  turning 
away  from  the  wells  of  immortal  truth,  and  clinging  with  superstitious 
pertinacity  and  veneration  to  the  shell  of  an  ancient  creed,  or  the  letter  of 
an  ancient  Discipline,  from  which  the  original  soid  long  since  took  its 
flight;  swift  to  frown  upon  the  slightest  departure  from  its  forms  and 
theories,  but  slow  to  utter  a  testimony  against  a  popular  sin  ;  ever  zeal- 
ous in  tithing  "  mint,  anise  and  cummin,"  but  heavy  of  step  and  slow  of 
speech  when  the  great  interests  of  Humanity  are  at  stake. 

Our  terms  of  membership  are  at  once  simple,  practical  and  catholic. 
If  we  may  be  said  to  have  a  test,  it  is  one  which  applies  to  the  heart 
and  the  life,  not  to  the  head  nor  to  any  of  its  speculations.  Our  platform 
is  broad  as  Humanity,  and  comprehensive  as  Truth.  We  interrogate 
no  man  as  to  his  theological  belief;  we  send  no  Committees  to  pry  into 
the  motives  of  those  who  may  desire  to  share  the  benefits  of  our  Associ- 
ation ;  but  open  the  door  to  all  who  recognize  the  Equal  Brotherhood  of 
the  Human  Family,  without  regard  to  sex,  color  or  condition,  and  who 
acknowledge  the  duty  of  defining  and  illustrating  their  faith  in  God, 
not  by  assent  to  a  creed,  but  by  lives  of  personal  purity,  and  works  of 
beneficence  and  charity  to  mankind.  If,  by  any  possibility,  there  should 
be  found  here  and  there  a  sincere  inquirer  after  truth,  who  may  not  feel 
himself  included  in  this  invitation  to  membership,  we  shall  still  bid  him 
welcome  to  our  assemblies,  and  listen  with  patience  to  whatever  his 
highest  convictions  may  prompt  him  to  offer.  We  do  not  seek  to  bind 
our  Association  together  by  external  bands,  nor  by  agreelnent  in  the 
ological  opinions.  Identity  of  object,  oneness  of  spirit  in  respect  to 
the  practical  duties  of  life,  the  communion  of  soul  with  soul  in  a 
common  love  of  the  beautiful  and  true,  and  a  common  aspiration  after 
moral  excellence, — ^these  are  our  bond  of  union ;  and  when  these  shall 
die  out  in  our  hearts,  nothing  will  remain  to  hold  us  together;  and 
those  who  shall  come  after  us  will  not  be  subjected  to  the  trouble  of 
tearing  down  a  great  eccle^astical  edifice,  constructed  by  our  hands, 
before  they  can  make  provision  for  the  supply  of  their  own  reli- 
gious wants. 
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The  name  of  our  Association  is  suggestive  of  its  history  and  princi 
I^es.  As  a  sign  of  our  adherence  to  the  great  moral  testimonies  which 
the  Society  of  Friends  has  so  long  professed,  ns  well  as  for  historical 
reasons,  we  have  adopted  in  part  the  name  chotson  hy  Fox,  Penn,  and 
other  reformers  of  a  past  generation,  for  the  Societies  which  they 
founded,  and  which,  we  r^ret  to  say,  have  in  our  day  widely  departed 
&om  the  spirit  and  principles  of  those  illustrious  men.  The  term  ^^Pro- 
ffresHve^^  is  intended  as  a  recognition  of  the  fact,  that  our  knowledge  of 
truth  13  limited,  and  as  an  indication  of  an  honest  purpose  on  our  part 
to  ^  go  on  unto  perfection,"  and  to  avail  ourselves  from  time  to  time  of 
whatever  new  light  may  be  shed  upon  our  path.  Our  meetings  are  at 
present  conducted  very  much  like  those  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  ex- 
cept  that  they  are  not  ruled  by  Elders,  and  that  we  have  among  us  no 
privileged  class  called  Ministers.  We  welcome  alike  the  word  of  exhor- 
tation, the  voice  of  prayer,  and  the  song  of  praise  and  thanksgiving, 
whichever  may  well  up  from  the  *^  inner  fulness  "  of  the  devoted  heart ; 
and  if  at  any  time  words  shall  be  uttered  that  appear  to  us  to  savor  not 
of  life  but  of  contention  and  speculation,  while  we  may  feel  called  upon 
to  speak  our  own  sentiments  with  freedom,  we  hope  not  to  be  founJ 
denying  tlie  liberty  of  speech  to  others.  Some  may  fear  that  libertv 
so  unrestricted  may  lead  to  disorder  and  confusion,  bilt  we  are  per 
suaded  that  gentleness  and  forbearance  are  more  potent  than  official 
dictation,  and  that  the  instinctive  sense  of  right  and  wrong,  in  the  breast 
of  even  a  misguided  and  obtrusive  man,  will  afford  the  best  safeguard 
of  propriety  and  order  in  our  assemblies. 

As  a  Yeai'ly  Meeting,  we  disclaim  all  disciplinary  authority,  whether 
over  individual  members  or  local  Associations.  We  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  declare  our  sentiments  on  such  subjects  as  may  demand  our  atten- 
tion ;  but  they  will  be  armed  with  no  other  force  than  that  which  our 
moral  influence  may  impart,  or  which  may  belong  to  the  nature  of  truth 
when  earnestly  and  honestly  spoken.  It  will  be  our  aim  to  cherish 
freedom  of  thought  and  speech,  on  every  subject  relating  to  manV 
highest  welfare.  In  saying  this,  we  have  no  mental  reservations  to  mock 
tne  earnest  seeker  afler  truth.  We  have  no  thunderbolts  to  launch 
at  those  whose  perceptions  of  truth  lead  them  to  different  conclusions 
from  those  of  the  majority ;  no  edicts  of  excommunication  to  scare  the 
soul  from  its  researches ;  no  sanctimonious  scowl  to  dart  at  him  who 
carries  the  torch  of  fi-ee  inquiry  into  the  very  holy  of  holies.  We  know 
of  no  question  too  sacred  for  examination,  nor  in  respect  to  which  hu 
man  reason  should  yield  to  human  authority,  however  ancient  or  ven 
erable. 
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Ovir  organization  is  formed  upon  such  principles,  that  while  tht»  body 
will  not  be  responsible  for  the  acts  of  individuals,  so,  on  the  other  hand, 
individuals  and  minorities  may  avoid  responsibility  for  any  acts  of  the 
body  which  they  do  not  approve,  by  recording  their  votes  against  such 
acts,  or,  if  they  think  the  case  demands  it,  by  a  protest  It  will,  more- 
over, be  the  right  of  any  individual  to  withdraw  from  the  Association  at 
■ny  moment,  without  being  required  to  give  reasons  for  so  doing,  and 
without  being  subjected  to  censure  on  the  part  of  the  meeting. 

Believing  that  local  Associations,  similar  in  their  principles  and 
aims  to  ours,  would  meet  the  wants  of  multitudes  at  the  present  day, 
and  that  they  would  be  likely  to  accomplish  great  good,  we  hope  to  see 
such  established  in  every  community  where  a  sufficient  number  of  per- 
sons are  found  ready  for  the  work.  The  men  and  women  who  are  en- 
gaged in  the  various  moral  reforms  of  the  day,  and  who  have  become 
weary  of  the  prevalent  sectarianism,  migh*^  we  believe,  gain  strength 
for  their  special  labors  by  establishing  regular  meetings  on  the  First  day 
of  the  week,  for  mutual  edification  and  improvement,  for  an  interchange 
of  the  sympathies  growing  out  of  common  pursuits  and  trials,  and  foi 
the  cultivation  of  their  moral  and  religious  powers.  The  principle  of 
human  fraternity  would  be  thereby  strengthened  among  them,  and  their 
children  be  preseived  from  many  unhealthfiil  influences,  and  prepared 
to  meet  the  full  responsibilities  of  life  in  a  spirit  becoming  to  the  age  in 
which  their  lot  has  been  cast  Surely,  these  are  objects  worthy  of  our 
earnest  thought  and  most  careful  attention.  Our  province  is  not  that 
of  iconoclasts  alone.  We  must  build  as  well  as  destroy.  If  there  are 
evil  institutions  to  be  overthrown  and  pernicious  customs  to  be  upi-oot- 
ed,  so  also  is  there  need  of  a  new  social  fabric,  of  which  righteousness 
and  peace  are  to  be  the  foundations.  If  there  are  vices  to  be  done  away, 
so  also  are  there  virtues  to  be  promoted  ;  if  there  are  corrupt  trees  to  be 
hewn  down  and  cast  into  the  fire,  so  also  are  there  plants  of  godliness  to 
be  trained,  and  flowers  of  heavenly  beauty  and  fragrance  to  be  nurtured. 
And  in  this  work  we  must  help  each  other,  not  occasionally  ar-^  inci- 
dentally alone,  but  regulariy  and  systematically.  The  arrangements 
for  meetings  should  in  every  case  be  adapted  to  the  peculiar  wanU»  and 
tastes  of  the  communities  in  which  they  are  respectively  held,  care  being 
tikcn  to  keep  forms  subordinate  to  works  of  practical  goodness  and  be- 
neficence. It  is  neither  necessary  nor  desirable  that  one  meeting 
should  be  an  exact  copy  of  another.  Adhering  closely  to  fundamental 
principles,  there  will  still  be  scope  for  a  variety  of  modes  and  forms. 

'^fi  lo^'h:  Associations  should  do  more  than  hold  w^ly  meetings. 
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Thej  should  regard  it  a  sacred  duty  to  provide  for  the  visitatioii  and 
help  of  the  poor  in  their  respective  neighborhoods,  to  lend  their  sym- 
pathy and  encouragement  to  such  as  are  borne  down  under  heavy  triak, 
and  to  aflford  prompt  and  eflScient  aid  in  every  right  effort  for  the  pro- 
motion of  Temperance,  Peace,  Anti-Slavery,  Education,  the  Equal  Rights 
of  Woman,  ^c. ;  that  thus  the  public  may  be  convinced  that  the  R<>ligion 
they  seek  to  diffuse  and  establish  is  not  an  aggregation  of  mysteries, 
abstractions,  and  unmeaning  forms,  but  a  Religion  for  practical,  every- 
day use,  whose  natural  tendency  is  to  fructify  the  conscience,  intensify 
the  sense  of  moral  responsibility,  purify  and  ennoble  the  aims  of  men, 
and  thus  to  make  society  wiser,  better,  and  happier.  Such  Associations, 
moreover,  ought  to  regard  it  as  their  special  function  to  cultivate  and 
develope  the  religious  sentiment  among  their  members,  and,  so  &r 
as  possible,  in  the  community  generally.  For  this  purpose  they  would 
do  well  to  establish  libraries,  in  which  the  works  of  eminent  anti-seo- 
tarian  writers  upon  moral,  ethical,  and  religious  subjects  might  become 
accessible  to  all  classes,  especially  to  the  young. 

Such  Associations  would  naturally  communicate,  by  letter  or  othe^ 
wise,  with  the  Yearly  Meeting,  each  giving  that  body  the  results 
of  its  own  peculiar  experience,  and  receiving  in  return  the  experiencei 
of  others,  with  such  suggestions  as  the  Yearly  Meeting,  upon  a  care- 
fill  comparison  of  the  whole,  may  be  qualified  to  make.  The  various 
Yearly  Meetings  may  also  strengthen  one  anothcr*s  hands  by  fraternal 
correspondence  and  counsel ;  and  thus,  without  ecclesiastical  authority 
or  domination  on  the  part  of  any,  the  whole  body  of  believers  in  prac- 
tical Christianity  throughout  the  country  may  be  cemented  together  in 
Christian  love,  and  prepared  to  labor  in  harmony  for  the  redemption  of 
mankind  from  every  evil  and  false  way,  and  for  the  establishment  of 
universal  righteousness,  purity,  and  peace.  A  Church  thus  united 
would  wield  a  moral  power  like  that  of  the  Apostles  and  immediate 
followers  of  Jesus,  and  the  means  by  which  it  would  conquer  the  world 
are  those  which  an  Apostle  has  described :  **  Br  purbkess,  bt  know 

LEDGE,  BT  LOKCh-8(7FFERINO,  BT  THE  HoLT  SPIRrr,  BT  LOVE  UNFEIGNED, 
BT  TUB  ARMOR  OF  RIGHTEOUSNESS  ON  THE  RIGHT  HAND  AND  ON 
THE   LEFT." 

Dear  Friends !  are  these  ideas  of  a  Church  Utopian  f  Are  we 
dreamers  and  enthusiasts  f  or  is  the  day  foretold  by  ancient  prophets 
and  bards  banning  to  dawn  upon  our  darkness  and  to  light  the  dull 
horizon  with  its  reviving  rays  ?  Are  we  always  to  walk  amid  shadows 
<uid  shamb  t    Do  we  not  hear  the  voice  of  God  speaking  to  us  in  the  deep 
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nlence  of  our  souls,  and  uttering  itself  in  the  events  tliat  are  passing  be- 
fore us,  bidding  us  awake  from  our  slumbers,  to  cast  away  our  doubts, 
and  purify  ourselves  for  the  work  of  building  up  a  pure  Christianity 
upon  the  earth  t  Are  not  the  fields  every  where  white  unto  the  harvest  9 
and  are  there  not  all  around  us  men  and  women,  whose  hearts  God 
hath  touched  with  holy  fire,  and  who  stand  ready  to  enlist  with  us  in 
this  glorious  cause  ?  Let  us,  then,  not  filter,  nor  hesitate.  What  if 
our  numbers  are  few,  and  the  hosts  of  superstition  and  sin  stand  before 
us  in  menacing  array  9  What  are  their  boasts  to  us,  when  we  know 
that  the  truth  we  promulgate  is  '*  a  part  of  the  celestial  machinery  of 
God,"  and  that,  "  whoso  puts  that  machinery  in  gear  for  mankind 
hath  the  Almighty  to  turn  his  wheel  9 " 

'*0,  hrother  manl  fold  to  thy  heart  thy  brother; 

Where  pity  dwells,  the  peace  of  God  is  there ; 
To  worship  rightly,  b  to  love  each  other. 

Each  Bndle  a  hymn,  each  kindly  deed  a  prayer. 

*•  Follow  with  reverent  steps  the  great  example 
Of  Him  whose  holy  work  was  'doing  good ;' 
S«>  oliall  the  wide  earth  seem  our  Father's  temple, 
Each  loving  life  a  p?alm  of  gratitude. 

*  Then  shall  all  shackles  fall ;  the  stormy  clangor 

Of  wild  war  music  o*er  the  earth  shall  cease ; 
Love  shall  tread  out  the  baleful  fire  of  anger. 

And  in  its  ashes  plant  the  tree  of  peace.** 

Signed  on  behalf  and  by  direction  of  the  Pennsylvania  Yearly 
Aleeting  of  Progressive  Friends,  held  at  Old  Kennett,  Chester  County,  by 
Adjournments,  from  the  22d  to  the  25th  of  Fifth  Month,  1853. 

Joseph  A.  Dugdale, 
Sidney  Peirce, 


"'  I  Clerks. 


Onr  (Hend,  Josbpu  A.  Ddodals,  being  present  with  na,  the  tmthfbl  ond  luminous  Expo- 
sition of  Sentiments  put  forth  hj  the  Pennsylvania  Yearly  Meeting  of  Progressive  Frlenda, 
recently  held  at  **  Old  Kennett,"  Chester  County,  was  presented  and  read.  The  magnitude 
and  impcrtanoe  of  the  principles  embraced,  and  their  apposlteness  to  the  present  wants  of 
society,  were  deeply  felt;  and  this  meeting  earnestly  reoomraends  to  its  members  their  co-op- 
eration in  the  circulation  of  the  document 

Signed  by  direction  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  Congregational  Friends,  held  in  Waterloo, 
3oneea  County,  N.  Y.,  from  the  5th  to  the  7th  of  the  Sixth  month,  indusivo,  1853. 

THOMAS  M'CLINTOCK,  ) 
SHODA  Di  OASMO,        ) 


Clerki. 
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GENERAL  EPISTLE 

Of  the  Pennsyltania  Yearly  Meeting  of  Progremte  Friendi,  held  at 
Longwood^  Chester  County^  on  the  8(f,  4tA,  5<A,  and  Qtk  of  the  Sixth 
Month,  1839. 

Beloved  Friends  : — We  feel  it  a  deliglitfal  privileffe  to  extend  to  yoa 
the  hand  of  affection  from  this  onr  Eiglith  Yearly  Meeting.  The  call 
issued  by  our  Committee  was  re9punded  to  by  thousands  from  the  sur- 
rounding country.  Many  earnest  co-workers  from  other  States  aided  ns 
by  their  presence  and  counsel.  It  is  a  subject  of  regret  that  the  edifice 
which,  when  erected,  was  deemed  suflSciently  commodious,  has  for  the 
last  few  yenrs  been  found  insufficient  to  accommodate  even  one-fourth  of 
the  people  who  desired  to  press  within  its  walls. 

Uodtir  these  circumstances,  religious  exercises  commenced  nearly  at 
the  same  time  in  the  house  and  upon  the  adjoining  grounds,  and  were 
continued  through  the  day.  The  multitude  out!«iile  wore  unprovided  with 
seats,  but  a  large  number  listened  to  tlie  words  of  the  several  speakers 
with  earnest  attention. 

The  practice  of  commencing  the  services  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  on  the 
first  day  of  the  week  having  proved  the  occasion  of  bringing  together,  in 
places  adjacent  thereto,  a  class  of  rude  and  disorderly  persons,  it  was  con- 
cluded, after  earnest  discussion,  to  commence  the  next  meeting  on  some 
other  day. 

On  one  subject  we  are  all  agreed,  viz. :  only  the  right  is  safe.  Troth 
is  the  rock  which  sustains  the  moral  univei*se.  The  unfettered  expression 
of  truth  is  a  divinely  appointed  means  for  the  redemption  of  humanity. 
Let  us  in  humility  search  after  the  truth  of  God,  and  having  received  it 
into  our  minds,  manifest  our  faith  in  it  by  lives  of  purity  and  examples 
of  uprightness,  that  we  may  thus  be  the  means  of  securing  onr  happiness 
and  persuading  the  erring  and  misguided  into  the  paths  of  virtue  and 
honor.  We  need  constantly  to  be  clothed  with  a  spirit  of  charity.  Men 
blame  humanity  because  the  time  of  fruit  is  not  yet.  They  cannot  see 
that  the  errors  they  often  inveigh  against  indicate  a  srage  as  necessary  to 
the  development  of  individuals  and  the  race  as  that  the  greenness  of  fruit 
should  precede  its  ripeness.  Long  after  tlie  fruit  has  set,  it  is  hard  and  bit- 
ter; yet  we  do  not  chide  the  trees,  but  patiently  wait  for  the  sun  to  shine, 
and  the  lain  and  the  dew  to  descend  upon  it,  until  at  last  it  comes  to  ma- 
turity. Forms,  ceremonies,  and  rituals  are  but  the  fossil  remains  of  old  and 
decaying  theologies.  The  true  Church  is  composed  of  all  the  faithful  lov- 
ers of  God  and  man  who  work  the  w^orks  of  righteousness,  the  world  over. 
With  all  such  we  desire  to  be  in  communication,  and  to  extend  to  them,  ir- 
respective of  denominational  differences,  the  hand  of  Christian  fellowship. 
There  are  hungering,  thirsting  souls  all  around  you  and  us.    In  every  town 

*  Want  of  fpace  compels  m  to  omit  some  letters  and  abbrevli^  others. 
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and  hamlet^  by  the  wayside,  and  nXi  through  the  rnral  districts,  the  cry  is 
for  light,  for  knowledge,  for  intellectual  and  spiritual  food ;  and  the  honest, 
earnest  laborer  in  truth's  cause  will  everywhere  find  channels  of  action. 
We  should  not  shrink  from  the  duties  which  await  us,  nor  relax  the  draw- 
ing cords  of  universal  love  and  sympathy.  They  may  reach  many  uncouth 
and  apparently  implacable  natures ;  it  is  to  these  the  friends  of  humanity 
shoQld  and  do  feel  a  mission ;  and  while  we  rejoice  with  those  who  have 
recourse  to  the  well-springs  of  life,  and  who  have  seen  the  day-star  arise 
in  glory,  let  us  sorrow  with  those  who  feel  not  the  inspiration  of  Divine 
Love  and  Hope,  whose  lives  are  sad  and  sunless ;  and  not  onlv  sorrow  with 
them,  and  thus  gain  their  confidence,  but  strive  to  lift  their  hearts  to  God, 
to  awaken  higher  hopes  and  aspirations,  that  icy  may  take  the  place  of 
sorrow,  that  they  may  come  up  to  the  work  also,  a  mighty  band  upon  the 
earth. 

Our  meeting  at  this  time  has  been  one  of  deep  interest,  and  would  that 
you  all  could  have  mingled  with  us.  The  love  of  our  Heavenly  Father, 
who,  as  the  sainted  Thkodobb  Pare:bb  has  said,  is  **  our  Mother  as  well," 
has  manifestly  overshadowed  us.  The  multitudes  assembled  and  the  in- 
tense interest  evinced  in  the  proceedings  are  evidence,  if  wo  had  no  other, 
that  the  tide  of  public  opinion  is  rising, — that  the  needs  of  the  people  are 
becoming  known  and  felt,  and  that  they  are  being  met  and  will  continue 
to  be  met,  and  more  and  more  satisfied. 

Our  dear  Mend,  A.  D.  Mato,  of  Albany,  has  been  with  us.  and  we 
trust  his  words  of  truth  have  not  been  spoken  in  vain ,  indeed  we  feel 
that  they  have  not.  His  matter  and  manner  were  alike  impressive.  In 
an  able  discourse  on  **  Religion  and  Theology,"  he  clearly  illustrated  the 
relation  they  bear  to  each  other,  showing  the  danger  of  permitting  the  lat- 
ter to  gain  a  supremacy  over  the  former. 

We  have  received  letters  from  several  Yearly  Meetings,  local  societies, 
and  individuals,  which  have  awakened  much  interest. 

The  subjects  of  Slavery,  the  Treatment  of  Oriminals,  Cruelty  to  Ani- 
mals, Home  Education,  the  Rights  of  Woman,  Parentage,  the  Right  Use 
of  Propertv,  Tobacco,  and  Intemperance,  have  engaged  our  earnest  atten- 
tion. A  deeply  affecting  letter  from  our  beloved  and  lamented  friend, 
Tbxodoki  Pabkbb,  in  reply  to  the  communication  addressed  to  him  by 
our  Meeting  last  year,  was  read.  It  was  made  doubly  impressive  by  the 
recent  death  of  the  writer.  Our  Olerks  were  directed  to  convey  to  his 
widow  an  expression  of  the  love  we  bear  to  him,  and  an  assurance  of  our 
heartfelt  sympathy  with  her  in  her  bereavement. 

Oar  hearts  were  cheered  and  softened  by  the  music  which  was  kindly 
volunteered  by  a  few  friends.  The  introduction  of  some  simple  melodies 
at  such  meetings  has  an  exceedingly  happy  effect  upon  the  audience.  The 
mind  is  thus  often  tranquillized,  and  rendered  more  receptive  to  the  va- 
rious trutlit  which  mi^  be  presented. 

With  a  salutation  of  love,  we  are  your  friends, 

JoeSPH  A.  DUODALE,  J 

OuvEB  Johnson,       >  Olerks, 

EUZADBTH  JaOKBON,  ) 


FROM  THE  OHIO  YEARLY  MEETING. 


Dear  Friends  : — From  year  to  rear  our  hearts  have  been  made  glad 
by  the  reception  from  your  meeting  of  an  epistle  of  love  and  sympathy  to  us. 
As  we  occupy  a  oommon  ground  upon  the  great  questions  that  are  im- 
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pressing  tbe  heart  of  this  age ;  as  we  are  battling  alike  against  the  giant 
sins  of  onr  nation  and  the  worlds  and  with  the  errors  of  the  Chnroh  and 
the  State ;  as  we  are  alike  interested  in  unfolding  in  the  hearts  of  men 
the  eternal  troths  of  God,  it  is  well  to  come  into  commnnion  with  each 
other  in  the  pnre  principles  of  undving  troth. 

Although  our  numbers  are  small,  compared  with  thoee  that  congregate 
at  TOur  annual  assemblies,  jet  many  times  we  have  felt  like  thanking  God 
and  taking  courage,  as  the  spirit  of  truth  has  been  poured  out  among  us, 
while  discussing  the  high  and  holy  truths  that  so  deeply  underlie  the  rda- 
tions  that  wo  sustain  to  God  and  to  our  fellow-men,  and  deriaing  means  to 
develop  the  human  mind  from  a  lower  to  a  higher  life. 

Tbe  interest  manifested  in  our  annual  meetings  has  been  increa»ng 
from  year  to  year.  Tbe  most  important  themes  that  can  Interest  man- 
kind have  been  discussed  at  our  Yearly  M^tings.  American  Slavery, 
the  despotisms  of  Church  and  State,  Temperance,  Tobacco,  Wrongs  of 
Woman,  MentAl  and  Physical  Education,  Duties  of  Home,  Sectarianism, 
Spiritualism,  &c^  were  considered  at  our  last  meeting,  and  acted  upon  so 
far  as  time  allowed. 

We  confidently  trust,  that  although  popular  Christendom  may  smile 
derisively  at  the  seeming  smallness  of  our  movement,  yet,  clothed  with 
the  panoply  of  truth,  ^^  one  shall  chase  a  thousand,  and  two  put  ten  thou- 
sand to  flight" 

With  a  hope  that  in  future  our  union  and  commnnion  may  increase, 
and  that  our  attachment  to  the  trutlis  which  this  age  demands  may  be 
strengthened,  on  behalf  of  the  Ohio  Yearly  Meeting  of  the  Friends  of  Hb- 
man  Progress,  we  remain  your  friends, 


FROM  THE  NORTH  GOLUNB  (iT.  T.)  TBABLT  MEETING. 

Dbab  Fbibndb  : — We  heartily  sympathize  with  you  in  your  endeavors 
after  truth,  and  should  be  greatly  rejoiced  to  meet  with  yon  personaUy 
were  it  practicable;  but  as  it  is  not,  we  send  you  a  hearty  "  God-epeed." 

For  the  encouragement  of  others  who  are  striving  for  freedom  of 
thought  and  speech,  we  will  say  that  there  seems  to  be  a  lively  and  in- 
creasing interest  manifested  by  many  in  our  community  on  all  subjects 
pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  humanity.  A  few  friends,  living  so  far  from 
North  Oollins  as  to  make  a  regular  attendance  there  incouTenient,  have 
established  a  monthly  meeting  at  Pontiac,  alternating  witJi  the  North  Col- 
lins meeting,  and,  in  the  absence  of  a  speaker,  tho  time  is  occupied  in  social 
conference. 

We  have  no  need  to  call  your  attention  to  each  branch  of  refofm 
heretofore  contemplated  at  our  gatherings,  but  would  urge  upon  all  to 
earnestly  and  perseyeringly  endeavor  to  "live  tbe  truth  they  know;"  for 
it  is  by  incorporating  our  ideas  into  our  daily  lives  that  we  test  their  prao- 
ticability.  And  unless  our  progressive  ideas  make  us  wiser,  happier,  and 
better,  they  are  not  to  be  preferred  to  time-honored  custom,  and  the  beaten 
track  of  onr  forefathers. 

There  are  many  who  feel  that  when  an  enthusiastic  Yearly  Meeting 
has  discussed  and  adopted  such  spirited  resolutions  in  favor  of  the  many 
reforms  so  much  needed  at  the  present  day,  then  their  ardor  may  abate, 
and  their  every-day  souls  and  lives  need  no  more  culture,  till  another 
Yearly  Meetmg  oomes  round.    There  are  others,  who,  kicking  faith  in  the 
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TitalkiDg  power  of  noble  words,  boldly  spoken,  would  fain  persuade  ns 
that  these  great  reforms,  so  constantly  agitated  at  onr  gatheriogs,  are  worn 
threadbare,  and  should  be  laid  aside  lor  something  new.  We  wonid  not 
wish  our  friends,  at  home  or  abroad,  to  be  of  either  class,  but  rather  at 
all  times,  especially  in  the  retirement  of  home  life,  where  our  influence  is 
most  lasting,  to  cultivate  an  intelligent  zeal,  tempered  with  kinduess^  '^for 
the  furtherance  of  all  moral  reforms  whose  object  b  the  promotion  of 
Truth,  Purity,  and  Freedom." 

We  feel  as  though  we  could  not  close  this  epbUe  without  a  special 
word  to  our  sisters.  "  Who  would  be  free  himself  must  strike  the  blow." 
Woman  must  prepare  herself  for  the  position  which  is  slowly  but  surely 
opening  before  her,  by  attention  to,  and  a  knowledge  of,  the  laws  of  life. 
It  is  in  vain  to  think  to  build  up  mental  strength  on  physical  weakness. 
However  well  qualified  morally,  it  is  only  in  conjunction  with  a  vigorous 
and  well-trained  intellect,  sustained  by  a  strong  and  healthful  body,  that 
she  can  hope  to  be  true  to  her  own  nature,  or  be  specially  useful  to  the 
world. 

Let  her  then  be  encouraged  to  overcome  the  pernicious  customs  of 
society,  in  regard  to  dress,  diet,  and  indoor  labor,  remembering  that  un- 
healthful  dress,  improper  food,  and  the  want  of  the  revivifying  influence 
of  sunlight  and  fresh  air,  are  great  hindrances  to  the  development  of  the 
8<ml  as  well  as  the  body. 

Finally,  let  none  feel  themselves  too  weak  to  help  on  the  cause  of 
Truth,  for  every  error  overcome  is  one  step  gained,  and  an  encouragement 
to  others  to  make  an  effort. 

Desiring  the  advancement  of  all  in  wisdom  and  virtue,  we  are  your 
friends. 

Written  in  behalf  of  the  Meeting  of  the  Friends  of  Human  Progress, 
held  in  North  Collins,  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y. 

Ltjot  W.  Hawlet,  Angola,  Erie  Co. 
Pbudbnoe  K.  Sinton,      **     "     " 


PEOM   THE  UiOIANA    YEARLY   MEETING. 

Richmond,  Wayne  Co.,  Ind.,  Hfth  mo.  20th,  1860. 

Deab  Fbiends:— As  a  Committee  of  Correspondence,  appointed  by  the 
Indiana  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends  of  Human  Progress,  we  address  you, 
believing  that  it  is  good  to  strengthen  each  other^s  purpose  in  the  labor 
of  uplifting  our  common  humanity  by  friendly  interchange  of  thought 
and  feeling. 

It  is  well  worthy  of  note,  that  the  spontaneous  demands  of  our  higher 
perceptions  of  truth  have  caused  similar  meetings  to  be  established  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  our  country,  without  concert,  and  without  any  purpose  of 
prosely  tism — meetings  having  the  same  objects  in  view,  and  striving  by  the 
same  means  to  attain  the  same  ends.  We  rejoice  to  know,  that  the  idea 
of  a  progressive  unfolding  of  truth  is  being  so  fully  recognized  and  acted 
upon  by  the  more  advanced  portion  of  humanity. 

^  We  have  held  four  Yearly  Meetings  and  many  Quarterly  Meetings  in 
this  place  or  in  the  surrounding  country,  in  which  the  interests  of  man 
have  been  discussed  in  many  points  of  view  with  great  interest,  and,  we 
hope,  with  much  profit 

Our  great  desire  has  been  to  give  the  largest  freedom  in  inveetigatinff 
all  our  relations  to  each  other,  to  the  physic^  and  spiritual  universe,  and 
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to  the  Great  Father  of  all.  To  attain  this  freedom,  we  hare  considered  it 
Decessary  to  ahstain  from  the  foniiation  of  anj  creed  whatever,  or  the 
promalgatioD  of  any  dogma  as  infallihle  tnith.  On  the  contrary,  we  hart 
listened  to  the  ideas  of  every  hroth^r  and  sister,  and  endeavored  to  glean 
from  each  somethinff  that  would  help  to  hnild  np  the  immortal  part  with* 
in  US  in  beauty  and  harmony. 

We  hope  to  have  a  response  of  sympathy  from  von,  for  we  feel  thai 
the  work  of  breaking  down  prejudice,  that  man  may  have  his  trae  liberty, 
is  a  great  one,  in  which  all  willing  laborers  are  needed. 

Trasting  that  your  deliberations  may  be  crowned  with  rich  fhiits  of 
love  and  truth,  and  that  the  blessings  of  heaven  may  rest  continually  upon 
jou,  we  bid  yon  an  affectionate  farewell. 

Samhil  Maxwell,) 

AoNis  Ck>OK,  >  Correq>andin{jf  Committei, 

Ohloe  Cbookeb,     ) 


FROM   THE   MICHIGAN    YEARLY    MEEHNO. 

On  behalf  of  the  ^*  Michigan  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends  of  Progress," 
I  send  you  a  word  of  fraternal  greeting,  and  cheering  indeed  it  is  to  re* 
cognize  you  as  of  those 

**  Who  •eek  for  Trath  whererer  foand^ 
On  Cbri«tian  or  on  heathen  ground ;  '^ 

for  well  has  it  been  written,  "The  Truth  shall  make  us  free." 

Our  Annual  Meeting  was  held  at  Ann  Arbor  last  September  for  three 
days,  was  successful  in  point  of  increasing  interest,  largely  attended, 
earnest  in  feeling,  radical  in  its  discussions,  and  commanded  the  respect 
of  a  good  portion  of  an  intelligent  but  somewhat  conservative  community. 

We  send  you  our  word  of  cheer  from  the  West,  and  trust  you  wiU/aii 
not  in  Tieart  or  hope,  and  be  ever  ready  to  meet  the  work,  to  welcome  the 
free  thought,  to  give  large  bearing  to  the  aspirations  of  the  present. 

In  the  light  of  the  great  Law  of  Progress,  may  a  larger  measure  of 
light,  a  broader  and  deeper  insight  of  the  unity  of  all  true  reforms,  be 
yours. 

May  the  oppressed,  the  slave,  the  vicious  and  degraded,  find  you  with 
them,  not  to  corse  but  to  strengthen,  not  upholding  the  institntions  and 
usages  of  Church  aud  State  and  social  life  that  oppose  their  freedom  and 
growth,  but  protesting  bravely  against  all  such,  and  seeking  to  put  them 
aside,  that  better  may  supplant  them. 

With  best  wishes,  yet  truly, 

G.  6.  Stebbikb. 

May  8th,  1860. 

PROM   MONOURE   D.   CONWAY. 

CxNonrNATi,  May  15, 1860. 

Mt  Dear  Friends: — The  year  has  again  rolled  round,  and  again  I 
am  not  at  Longwood.  Could  I  only,  like f aust,  call  up  that  spirit,  "swift 
as  the  thoughts  of  men,^'  how  auickly  I  should  be  where  my  thoughts  have 
sped  I  but,  having  consulted  all  the  mysterious  books  which  tell  how  to 
transmute  brass  into  gold,  such  as  that  of  Paracelsus,  or  how  to  raise  the 
dead,  such  as  Dr.  Bellows's  Suspense  of  Faith,  I  find  them  very  much  slower 
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than  the  thoughts  of  men,  and  they  leave  me  very  far  behind  Longwood, 
every  way. 

It  has  not  been  so  bad  this  year,  however,  since  Longwood  came  on 
a  little  visit  to  Cincinnati  the  other  day.  In  the  person  of  Joseph  Dog- 
dale,  the  friend  of  children,  and  of  all  who  are  trying  to  become  children, 
the  little  meeting-hoose  walked  into  my  church,  took  possession  of  my 
pnlpit,  and  for  a  Sonday  we  had  ripe  strawberries  and  rich  Hamorton 
orearo,  with  milk  for  the  babes.  The  felicity  of  this  metaphor  would  be  at 
once  appreciated,  if  you  had  heard  Uncle  Joseph^s  address  to  the  children 
in  our  cliurch. 

Since  I  visited  the  Progressive  Friends  more  than  six  years  ago,  a  long, 
long  time  in  such  days  as  these,  I  have  had  the  opportunity  of  testing, 
proving,  applying  the  great  and  radical  principles  which  were  there 
affirmed.  I  have  found  out  the  difference  between  Daniel  Webster  and 
the  Progressive  Friends.  Webster,  you  remember,  declared  that  as  the 
laws  of  nature  had  decided  that  slavery  could  not  in  the  nature  of  things 
go  into  Utah  and  New  Mexico,  he  would  not  worry  the  South  by  '^  re- 
enacting  the  laws  of  God."  I  now  see  that  this  is  Just  what  you  an- 
noying Progressives  have  been  doing, — "  re-enacting  the  laws  of  God." 
You  seem  unable  to  see  your  way  toward  the  enaction  of  any  other 
laws. 

Soch  a  true  interpretation  and  re-enaction  of  the  laws  of  nature  ap- 
pears to  me  now,  under  tbe  light  of  these  six  years,  the  most  significant 
to  me  of  all  I  have  lived,  the  genid  and  lofDy  position  vou  assumed  toward 
the  Amtuements  which  had  made  their  demand  and  created  a  kind  of 
supply  in  human  nature.  It  was  a  greater  step,  especially  that  recogni- 
tion of  a  possible  theatre,  than  we  knew.  Everv  day  since,  I,  for  one, 
have  more  plainly  seen  that  the  healthy  law  of  God  is  not  the  extermina- 
tion but  the  redemption  of  all  things.  How  many  sermons  have  I  heard 
which  seemed  to  cast  a  black  pall  over  Nature,  and  the  heart  given  to  be 
nourished  by  her,  from  these  words:  "Rejoice,  0  young  man,  in  thy 
youth,  and  let  thy  heart  cheer  thee  in  the  days  of  thy  youtii,  and  walk  in 
the  ways  of  thine  heart  and  in  the  sight  of  thine  eyes ;  but  know  thou 
that  for  all  these  things  God  will  bring  thee  into  judgment."  These 
words  have  been  uttered  as  if  they  were  a  bitter  irony ;  as  if  nature  and 
life  and  the  heart  were  but  a  series  of  snares,  trap-doors,  steel-traps,  preci- 
pices and  quicksands ;  as  if  a  Lurley  with  her  lyre  sat  on  every  fair  shore 
to  which  God's  children  were  beckoned,  ready  to  complete  their  destruc- 
tion. But  I  see  in  them  no  irony,  only  a  high  and  solemn  wisdom.  Why 
should  not  the  young  be  happy?  Why  should  not  their  hearts  cheer 
them  ?  Is  there  any  good  in  a  man's  being  crushed  by  a  heavy  heart  ? 
How  else  should  man  walk  but  in  the  sight  of  his  eyes  ?  Were  eyes  given 
to  be  shut?  Not  so  says  the  wise  Hebrew ;  let  man  thus  falfil  the  joy  of 
his  whole  nature ;  only  let  him  remember  that  above  all  these  things  God 
hath  set  a  standard  of  judgment  to  temper  and  moderate  all,  to  check  any 
excess.  There  is  no  appetite  or  tendency  which  does  not  perfect  the 
soul  and  glorify  God,  if  pursued  with  constant  reference  and  respect  to  the 
supremacy  of  rectitude,  the  inviolability  of  that  purity  which  alone  sees 
God. 

I  remember  the  fear  entertained  by  some  venerable  and  thoughtful 
friends  that  the  theatre  was  such  a  hardened  sinner  that  nothing  could 
ever  be  done  with  it.  It  made  them  anxious  to  strike  out  all  recognition  of  it. 
But  they  were  not  able  to  bring  the  mass  of  the  meeting  to  share  their 
fears ;  because  the  eye  of  every  lover  of  man  in  this  country  was  directed 
with  intense  interest  to  this  ever-enlarging  and  inevitable  fact  of  our  civil  - 
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ization.  Under  this  dear  eye  of  thonght  and  hope,  we  hare  seen  the  laet 
of  those  odious  *^  third  tiers"  melt  away ;  we  have  seen  mnch  coarsenes 
slonghed  off  the  stage ;  we  liave  seen  the  character  of  the  dramaperoeptiblj 
elevated.  In  Uiis  city  I  began  a  work  in  this  direction.  When  I  no- 
dressed  the  public  on  the  subject,  there  was  not  room  in  the  church  for 
those  who  wished  to  hear,  and  I  have  learned  that  every  actor  in  Cindn- 
nati  was  present.  Since  then  I  have  become  a  kind  of  chaplain  to  that 
class  of  people,  and  have  found  that  they  were  brothers  and  sisters,  hun- 

rring  ana  thirsting  for  the  highest,  even  as  others.  Another  thing 
learned  in  preparing  the  statistics  of  woman^s  wages  in  this  city, 
that  t^e  only  places  where  woman  received  a  proper  compensation  for 
her  labor  were  the  theatres.  The  managers  tell  me  that  since  the  awaken- 
ing of  interest  in  the  character  of  these  places  has  occurred,  their  au- 
diences have  grown  in  elegance  and  guality,  and  consequently  the  better 
class  of  plays  has  been  encouraged.  My  discourse,  severely  exacting  as  it 
was  upon  the  stage,  was  published,  and  hundreds  on  hundreds  have  been 
called  for  by  managers  to  distribute  amongst  their  companies  and  the 
troops  passing  through  the  city.  It  is  in  me,  friends,  to  say, — Let  us 
stand  to  our  testimony  in  this  behalf,  remembering  the  Master^s  saying; 
^  This  is  the  will  of  the  Father  concerning  me,  that  ^  all  which  ho  ham 
given  me,  I  should  lose  nothing^  but  raiu  it  up/" 

There  were  some  other  things  which  stirred  me  as  I  sat  down  to  write 
this  letter,  but  I  have  dwelt  on  this  one  to  such  length,  that  I  must  leave  them. 
I  feel  assured  that  this  black  cloud  which,  rising  up  at  Lynn,  is  overspread- 
ing the  sky,  will  not  waste  its  thunder-utterances  on  the  keen  ears  at 
Longwood.  Let  there  be  but  a  kite  sent  up  into  that  cloud,  formed  of  the 
mingled  malaria  of  tyrannical  capital  and  ignorant  labor,  and  an  electric 
power  shall  be  gathered  which  may  distance  the  Telegraph.  The  relatiom 
of  Oapital  and  Labor  are  fast  passing  into  chaos ;  on  that  chaos  the  spirit 
of  GK>d  must  move,  througli  the  spirit  of  man,  until  the  Eden  of  sponta- 
neous and  enliglitened  Industry  shall  crown  it  The  labor  of  the  present 
day  is  brutalizing,  because  only  the  belly  is  respected  in  it :  attraction  is 
the  sentiment  of  youth,  the  sentimentality  of  the  older  man,  who  has  been 
compelled  by  hunger  and  cold  to  sell  labor's  birthright  for  pottage.  Our 
laborers  see  nothing  but  weariness  in  their  toil ;  they  should  see  in  every 
task  another  rung  in  a  heavenly  ladder.  I  have  thought  of  those  slaves 
who  wash  diamonds  down  in  Brazil.  What  eagerness  in  their  step,  as 
they  approach  their  booths;  what  fire  in  their  eye  as  they  seize  and  wash 
the  glittering  gems  which  belong  not  to  them,  but  to  their  owners.  Here 
is  the  secret  or  that  elastic  step,  that  earnest  work ;  each  slave  who  finds 
a  diamond  weighing  17i  carats,  is,  by  the  law  of  Brazil,  declared  free  from 
that  moment.  Ah,  there  is  a  jewel  such  as  King  never  wore  gleaming 
before  each  of  those  laborers  I — for  those  large  diamonds  are  not  too  rare 
for  hope.  And  when  our  Irishmen,  our  seamstresses,  our  toilers  every- 
where, see  something  beyond  the  breaking  of  stones  on  turnpikes  ahead  of 
them,  or  the  eternal  stitch, — when  they  see  a  possible  accumulation  through 
just  wages,  which  shall  secure  leisure  for  thought  and  culture  and  the  de- 
lights of  home, — when  they  see  that  labor  is  to  emancipate  from  the  sod, 
not  to  be  a  perpetual  fetter  to  it,  then  we  shall  have  beautiful  work  on 
earth,  and  every  task  shall  be  a  wing  and  no  longer  a  fetter. 

Farewell,  my  brothers.  May  the  great  sea  of"  Light  which  ever  flows 
down  to  drink  up  the  sea  of  Darkness,  beat  with  steady  and  full  tide 
tlirough  your  hearts  and  through  the  temple  where  you  meet,  visible  and 
invisible. 

Your  fHend, 

JC.  D.  OOHWAT. 
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FBOM  PARKBB  PILLSBimY. 

OoNOOBD,  N.  H.,  Juno  1, 1860. 

Your  favor,  inviting  ray  presence  at  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  Progressive 
Friends,  was  duly  received.  Were  it  in  my  power,  no  doubt  it  would  be 
pleasant  to  be  there.  Wherever  truth  is  to  be  sought,  or  righteousness 
inculcated,  there  I  ever  love  to  be.  It  is  better  to  be  a  door-keeper  there, 
than  to  dwell  in  the  high  places  of  bigotry  and  party  strife. 

But  who  shall  solve  for  us  the  great  and  solemn  problem  of  human  ex- 
istence and  destiny  ?  Who  shall  found  for  ue  the  School  whose  teacher  is 
Wisdom  ?  Who  rear  the  State  whose  throne  is  Justice  ?  and  who  plant 
the  Church,  whose  altar  and  worship  are  Love  ? 

Government  now  is  an  engine  to  crush  the  body — Religion,  to  kill  the 
soul.  Between  them,  as  between  the  upper  and  nether  millstone,  humanity 
is  ground  to  powder.  Party  leaders  have  cast  off  all  fear— clerical  teach- 
ers have  restrained  all  sincere  and  holy  prayer.  Dignity  and  decency,  as 
well  as  conscience  and  character,  belong  mainly  to  the  past,  in  State  and 
Church  alike.  Fraud  rules  the  one,  falsehood  the  otlier ;  while  the  demon 
spirit  of  oppression  pervades  both.  The  rulers  of  the  Senate  and  the  Syna- 
gogue are  twin  tyrants  over  the  body  and  the  soul  of  the  people. 

The  Government  decides,  the  Church  approves.  Congress  enacts,  the 
Church  accepts.  The  State  decrees  slavery ;  the  Church  bends  the  Bible 
to  its  behests,  Old  Testament  and  New.  The  State  proclaims  war;  the 
Church  chaplains  every  battalion,  to  bless  bayonet,  bombshell  and  bullet, 
in  the  name  of  God.  The  State  builds  the  gallows;  the  Church  hastens 
to  hallow  it  as  the  counterpart  of  the  cross.  The  State  tramples  down 
woman ;  the  Church  cries,  ^^  good  enough  for  her  I  for  was  not  *  Eve  first 
in  the  transgression  I'  " 

All  that  the  bayonet  of  the  State  sustains  and  supports,  the  Church 
sanctions  and  sanctities  with  her  Bibles,  sermons,  and  sacraments.  The 
treasons  of  Charles  Sumner  and  Cant.  John  Brown  are  to  the  State  one 
and  the  same.  To  the  CImrch  Dr.  Oheever  and  Wm.  Lloyd  Garrison  are 
alike  an  abomination.  And  thus  every  true  apostle  ^^  wrestles  with  princi- 
palities and  powers  "  in  the  Government,  and  with  *'  spiritual  wickedness  " 
in  the  high  places  of  the  Church.  Well  may  he  exclaim,  '^  who  is  suffi- 
cient for  these  things?  " 

And  onr  education,  in  the  school,  seminary,  and  family  circle,  hitherto, 
has  supplied  the  material  for  institntions  so  surcharged  with  cruelty  and 
crime.  Our  Government  is  of  the  College  and  Academy ;  our  Church  is 
of  the  Sunday  School  and  Theological  Seminary.  The  State  begets  De- 
mocracy and  Republicanism  to  nourish  slavery  at  home ;  of  the  Church 
are  born  the  Missionary  and  Tract  Societies,  to  spread  it  among  the  hea- 
then abroad ;  and  thus,  between  them,  has  the  kingdom  of  Sitan  come, 
and  his  will  is  done  on  earth  as  it  is  done  in  the  dark  depths  of  perdition. 

But  shall  we  find  no  ray  of  light  or  hope  amid  such  a  gloom  ?  Is 
not  your  own  anniversary  a  bow  of  promise  on  the  cloud,  charged  witli 
so  much  thunder  ?  Your  Protest  against  Protestantism,  shall  yet,  under 
God,  become  part  of  another  reformation,  worthy  another  Luther ;  and 
not  less  needful  than  the  mighty  Iliad,  through  which  he  stove  down  the 
walls  of  Rome  forever.  God  speed  yon,  in  this,  His  own  and  your  own 
glorious  work. 

Nor  do  yon  agonize  alone.  The  Old  World  had  its  Noah,  Sodom  its 
Lot,  and  Israel,  in  its  deepest  idolatry,  had  yet  the  '^  seven  thousand,"  who 
would  not  ^^  bow  to  the  image  of  Baal."    Prophets,  apostles,  and  martyrs 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


56 

ib  all  time,  have  been  the  aasaranoe  that  Qod  has  not  left  himself  withoat 
witnesses  in  the  long  generations  of  men. 

Go,  then,  cheerfully  on  your  pilgrimage  in  behalf  of  Troth  and  Right- 
eousness ;  making  no  compromises  or  reservations.  *'  No  anion  with  slave- 
holders "  is  a  worthy  motto  for  the  worthiest,  most  important  enterprise  of 
the  nineteenth  century.  Let  that  be  the  key-note  to  the  whole  grand 
oratorio  of  Reform  and  Progress.  "  No  union  with  slaveholders,"  not 
even  to  prevent  the  extension  of  slavery.  No  union  with  Beelzebub,  not 
even  to  play  spy  and  traitor  in  his  camp.  No  compromise  with  do, 
though  the  very  millennium  be  the  proffered  price.  No  covenant  with  hell, 
not  even  to  pour  into  it  the  streams  of  Oalvary,  and  quench  its  fires. 

The  fearful  visions  of  Patmos  have  become  a  reality  in  our  day  and 
country.  We  are  indeed  "  Babylon,"  drunk  with  '*  blood  of  saints,"  and 
tears  of  slaves.  Over  us  hovers  tlie  angel  of  avenging  wrath,  and  the 
voice  of  God  Is  cominandina:,  "  Oome  out  of  her,  my  people,  that  ye  be 
not  partakers  in  her  sins,  and  that  ye  receive  not  of  her  plagues  1 " 
Yours  for  obeying  that  voice, 

Parkeb  Piijjbbubt. 


FROM  TUBODORB  TILTON. 

New  York,  June  4th,  1860. 

I  thank  you  for  your  invitation.  It  caraB  with  the  first  breath  of  sum- 
mer, and  was  as  genial.  I  was  once  at  Longwood ;  but  at  a  time  when  it 
was  buried  under  a  foot  of  snow.  Father  Garrett  came  to  the  meeting ! 
I  can,  at  this  moment,  see  the  brave  old  man  driving  up  in  his  sleigh — his 
cheeks  freshened  almost  into  a  glow  of  boyishness  by  a  fourteen  miles 
ride  in  the  wind.  I  hope  his  white  hairs  may  grow  yet  whiter  with  many 
more  snch  winters.  Alter  he  dies,  there  will  probably  be  no  longer  an 
Under-ground  Railroad :  for  I  think  we  will  have  it  running  openly,  in 
broad  day -light,  above  the  surface. 

Your  festival,  coming,  as  it  will,  in  the  time  not  of  snows  but  of  roses, 
would  be  a  rare  delight  to  one  who  is  forced  to  spend  so  many  months  of 
every  year  within  citv  walls.  A  man  who  is  kept  in  the  city  during  the 
rarest  fortnight  of  all  the  seasons — the  opening  weeks  of  June  and  of 
summer — ^is  as  much  to  be  pitied  as  a  tourist  in  the  Alps  who  is  asleep  in 
his  chamber  while  the  sun  is  rbing  on  Mont  Blanc 

But  what  can  I  do?  I  have  just  looked  out  of  the  office-window  in 
half-unconscious  search  for  a  landscape  of  field  and  sky ;  but  already  the 
hope  has  fallen  dead  on  the  stone  pavement  in  the  street. 

Just  now,  too,  the  morning  mail  is  in,  and  this  keeps  an  office-editor  80 
busy  that  even  if  one  of  your  Pennsylvania  wood-thrushes  were  now  to 
perch  in  the  window-frame,  I  could  scarcely  stop  to  listen  to  his  songl 

But  as  I  cannot  go  myself  to  Longwood,  to  sit  down  in  pleasant  pic- 
nic under  the  trees,  I  send  forward  my  sympathies  to  your  meeting,  with 
the  assurance — which  I  know  you  will  accept  as  sincere — that  my  heart 
will  respond  to  every  noble  word  spoken  there  for  truth,  justice  and  ' 
humanity ;  and  particularly  for  those  of  God^s  children,  and  our  brethren, 
who  suffer  in  bonds  while  we  are  free. 

The  times,  it  seems  to  me,  are  full  of  hope.  The  spirit  of  the  age  is 
growing  more  and  more  humane.  Men*s  hearts  are  being  touched  by  the 
appeal  for  other  men's  rights.  The  chains  wUl  be  broken  by  and  by. 
God  at  first  is  patient,  but  waits  to  be  just. 
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And  DOW,  though  I  have  not  been  admitted  to  the  fraternity  of  Pro* 
greseive  Friends,  I  take  the  liberty  of  subscribing  myself, 
Yours,  in  progressive  friendship, 

Theodobs  Tilton. 


FKOH  DAVID  A.   WAS80N. 

Boston,  May  80,  1860. 

Your  note,  inviting  me  to  be  present  at  the  meeting  of  the  Progressive 
Friends,  reached  me  duly  at  Concord.  Can  you  guess  why  it  was  that, 
for  several  davs  preceding  its  reception,  I  had  been  almost  hourly  think- 
ing of  you  ana  of  the  dear  friends  at  Longwood?  It  is  really  ahnost  a  mar- 
vel to  myself  how  clearly  across  these  painful  years  the  picture  of  those 
pleasant  Longwood  scenes  remains  in  my  imagination.  I  can  see  the 
earnest  faces  of  men  and  women  crowded  together  in  that  Longwood 
meeting-house,  as  if  it  were  yesterday ;  the  dinner  scenes  in  the  groves, 
how  plainly  I  call  them  up  before  me  now. 

It  is  quite  possible  that  this  must  remain  with  me  only  a  memory, 
not  to  be  refreshed  by  actual  observation ;  but  it  is  a  memory  that  wUl 
not  fade,  I  am  sure ;  a  memory  that  I  shall  carry  to  my  grave,  whether! 
reach  it  soon  or  late;  and  I  will  here  only  attempt  to  say  to  those  dear 
friends,  that  in  weakness  or  in  strength,  living  or  djing,  my  heart  is  with 
them, — with  their  hopes,  with  their  works — with  them  in  what  they  are, 
and  what  they  would  be — with  them  in  the  unity  of  a  faith  deeper  than 
all  opinion,  more  lasting  than  all  bodily  life. 

Ever  affectionately  yours, 

David  A.  Wasson. 


FBOM  WILLIAM  LOQAK  FISUEB. 

Wakefield,  5th  mo.  28,  1860. 

It  seems  to  me,  beyond  a  doubt,  that  there  is  a  vast  mass  of  living 
intelligence  in  the  world,  seeking  a  religion  more  pure  and  holy  than  the 
popular  religion  of  the  day.  I  am  not  quite  certain  but  that  this  is  a  work 
more  adapted  to  individuids  than  to  any  associations.  If  associations  are 
without  restrictions,  they  are  sometimes  attended  with  eccentricities  in- 
harmonious and  even  disgraceful  in  their  character.  If  the  lines  are 
drawn  too  tightly,  the  best  sensations  of  purified  minds  are  sometimes 
cramped  thereby. 

You  are  trying  an  interesting  experiment  at  Longwood.  I  watch  its 
progress  without  anxiety,  but  with  deep  interest,  with  an  unfaltering  faith 
that  associations  may  be  arrived  at,  so  natural  to  man  and  so  consoling  to 
the  seeking  mind  as  not  to  violate  the  finer  feelings  of  our  religious 
nature. 

The  society  at  Longwood  is  almost  the  exact  counterpart  of  the  organ- 
izations that  existed  in  England  at  the  rise  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 
There  were  no  better  people  than  the  early  Quakers,  yet  they  could  not 
sustain  themselves.  I  think  you  can  do  better,  yet  the  deep  religious  en- 
thusiasm of  that  period  is  unknown  in  the  present  day. 

I  have  always  hoped  if  trials  should  assail,  you  would  still  be  able  to 
sustain  yourselves,  and  to  meet  any  difficulty  that  might  occur.  The  great 
preservative  principle  of  your  association  is  the  unbiased  voice  of  the 
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tnembers  themsolves,  thus  enabling  them  to  make  their  own  laws  and  pre- 
venting that  nndue  inflneooe  of  a  favored  few,  that  has  been  so  injnrioiis 
to  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  I  donbt  whether  that  Society  will  ever 
stand  apon  a  safe  foundation  nntil  it  adopts  this  coarse. 

Wm.  Logan  Fishkb. 


FROM  ABRAM  BROOKE. 

Kaklboso,  Ohio,  May  19, 1860. 

Dear  Fbirnds  : — ^My  spirit  has  nsnally  been  with  yon  in  yoor  annual 
assemblies,  sympathizing  with  your  efforts  at  self-regeneration,  develop- 
ment^ and  the  social  improvement  of  our  race,  desiring  they  may  be 
crowned  with  an  ever-increasing  success,  and  preserved  entirely  free  from 
any  longings  for  enlargement  in  popularity  and  numbers,  by  the  slightest 
deviations  from  faithfulness  to  truth.  Unable  to  mingle  with  yon  person- 
ally, I  have  been  deterred  from  communicating  with  you  by  the  thought, 
that  among  the  generous  contributions  of  your  numeroas  correspondents, 
my  mite  would  not  be  missed  from  the  treasury.  But  the  solemn  respon- 
sibilities of  the  hour  now  uuon  us  seem  to  demand  that  even  the  one 
talent  shall  be  uncovered  and  put  to  use. 

Among  the  various  testimonies  which  you  have  nobly  borne  against 
the  vices  and  the  crimes  of  the  age,  the  most  important,  probably,  are 
those  upon  the  subject  of  slavery.  And  this,  not  only  because  the  commis- 
sion of  this  crime  against  Humanity  involves  the  perpetration  of  every 
other,  but  because  it  is  in  its  nature  and  character  a  social  crime. 
It  is  a  sin  of  which  the  isolated  individual  b  incapable.  Vast  numbers 
are  involved  in  all  the  responsibilities  of  its  commission,  who  do  not  per- 
ceive the  agency  they  exercise  in  sustaining  it,  yet  still  are  accountable, 
as  all  must  be  whose  conduct  is  in  violation  of  tite  Divine  Law.  For  the 
experience  of  every  moment  teaches  that  a  penalty  ensues,  as  certainly  for 
each  violation' of  Divine  Law  which  is  committed  ignorantly,  as  if  done 
knowingly.  And  nnmbers  perhaps  equally  great^  who  do  perceive  thw 
complicity  in  the  perpetuation  of  slavery,  prefer  to  endure  the  awful  re- 
sponsibility they  assume,  rather  than  to  forego  the  advantages  they  believe 
themselves  to  possess  bv  the  political  arrangements  by  which  idone  the 
existence  of  slavery  has  been  rendered  possible  in  our  land,  up  to  the  pre- 
sent moment.  Manifestly,  therefore,  the  testimony  against  slavery  is  one 
of  the  most  important  of  those  you  annually  issue,  and  it  merits  the  most 
careful  consideration  whether  it  be  not  true  that  some  among  you  are 
guilty  of  the  crime  of  slaveholding,  even  whilst  testifying  to  the  world 

their  belief  in  its  enormity. 

*  *  «  « 

No  one  can  doubt  that  physical  force  is  the  actual,  essential  agency 
which  continues  the  slave  in  his  chains,  any  more  than  he  can  disbelieve 
that  it  was  through  its  exercise  alone  that  individuals  were  reduced  to  ser* 
vitude.  It  is  true  he  is  systematically  imbruted,  denied  the  opportunity 
and  means  of  acquiring  intelligence,  his  religious  feelings  perverted,  so  far 
aa  is  possible,  by  false  teachings,  to  render  him  submissive ;  but  after  all, 
the  love  of  liberty,  though  rodnoed  sometimes  till  scarcely  appreciable 
by  another,  exists  undying  in  the  human  breast,  impelling  him  perpetnally 
to  flight,  or  a  violent  resistance,  and  is  only  controlled  by  the  knowledge 
that  a  superior  physical  power  is  ever  at  hand  to  restrain  him.  In  seek- 
ing to  know,  then,  the  influence  which  renders  possible  the  perpetuation 
of  the  slave  system,  we  are  compelled  to  examine  the  arrangements  which 
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have  been  perfected  for  the  aoonmulation  and  application  of  8nch  physical 
power.  These  we  find  to  be  in  part  the  mnnicipal  governments  of  the 
slave-owning  States.  Bat  a  comparison  of  the  relative  numbers  of  the  en- 
slaved and  free  in  these,  indicates  very  clearly  that  they  have  long  been 
inadequate  to  effect  the  nefarious  purpose.  Accordingly,  we  find  that  the 
forecast  of  tyranny  early  foresaw  the  necessity  of  providing  for  its  own 
protection  and  perpetuation,  in  the  formation  of  the  Federal  Government. 
The  Constitution,  which  became  the  bond  of  union  between  the  States, 
provides  that  all  domestic  insurrections  shall  be  suppressed  by  the  force  of 
the  whole  nation.  In  this  arrangement,  the  slave-owner  obtained  a  power 
which  elsewhere  has  no  existence  to  perpetuate  the  system  of  slavery. 
By  it  he  made  every  voluntary  participant  in  the  government  a  slave- 
holder^  involved  in  the  tohole  of  the  guilty  and  responsible  for  it,  equally 
with  himself.  The  history  of  the  formation  of  the  government  proves  that 
this  was  the  intent  of  those  who  framed  and  first  aidopted  it.  The  history 
of  its  operation  ever  since  proves  that  such  has  been  the  intent  and  under- 
standing of  those  who  have  re-adopted  it  every  two  and  four  years  in  the 
election  of  its  Legislative  and  Executive '  power.  Those  insurrections 
which  have  occurred  have  been  extinguished  by  the  Federal  troops,  and 
the  facts  of  history  unmistakably  teach  how  slight  the  probability  that 
the  slave-owning  States  would  have  ventured  to  continue  the  system,  after 
the  insurrection  of  1881,  but  for  this  pledge  of  Federal  power  to  assist 
them.  An  enlightened  estimate  of  human  nature  suggest^  further,  that 
but  for  the  knowledge  possessed  by  the  sufferers  of  the  overwhelming  force 
which  was  thus  provided  against  them,  these  insurrections  would  have 
been  far  more  frequent,  and  formidable,  and  consequently  would  have  had 
greater  infiuenoe  in  creating  a  public  sentiment  in  the  slave  States,  which, 
for  the  sake  of  security  against  them,  would  have  demanded  emancipation. 

*  *  W  4( 

This  is  not  a  question  of  government  or  no  government.  It  involves 
in  no  respect  the  principle  of  non-resistance.  The  institutions  of  the  sepa- 
rate States  supply  to  the  individual  all  of  that  protection  to  person,  and 
property,  which  it  is  his  object  to  secure  when  he  takes  upon  himself 
the  burden  of  governmental  support.  There  is  neither  immunity,  nor 
privilege,  now  in  his  possession,  which  the  government  of  tlie  State  in 
which  he  resides  does  not  supply,  or  is  entirely  adequate  to  provide,  ex- 
cept the  privilege  of  slave-owning.  The  villany  to  which  he  pledges 
himself,  and  which  he  practises  as  a  member  of  the  national  government, 
is  wholly  gratuitous. 

An  investigation  of  the  duties  devolved  upon  us  by  the  existence  of 
slavery  in  the  nation  will  instruct  us  that  the  first  thing,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  for  ns  to  do  is  to  free  ourselves  from  all  complicity  in  the  crime. 
Common  sense,  as  well  as  the  sense  of  accountability  for  our  actions,  teaches 
this.  If  in  any  manner,  either  ignorantly  or  knowingly,  we  have  been 
Assisting  to  support  it,  there  is  nothing  we  can  do  so  effectual  in  its  over- 
throw as  to  withdraw  that  support.  When  we  have  done  this,  for  the 
first  time  we  will  find  ourselves  in  a  position  favorable  to  the  adoption  of 
other  measures  for  its  annihilation. 

The  duly  of  self-purification  from  sin  comes  before  the  duty  of  assist- 
ing to  relieve  a  suffering  brother  from  the  consequences  of  that  sin.  And, 
happily  for  the  slave,  the  withdrawal  of  the  power  of  the  non-slave-own- 
ing States  from  the  support  of  the  system  is  all  that  is  needed  to  ensure  its 
downfall.  The  non-slave-owning  white  population  of  the  South,  immense- 
ly the  most  numerous,  and  having  in  their  hands  the  power  to  settle  the 
question  by  l^islation,  are  in  the  present  state  of  matters  as  insecure,  al*- 
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moet,  Id  person  and  property,  as  slaye-owners,  and  might  be  rdied  npon 
to  secure  speedy  emancipation  for  the  sake  of  their  own  seenrity,  if  the 
burden  of  snstalDing  slavery  was  left  upon  them  alone.  And  then  how 
mifflity  the  moral  influence,  how  irresistible  the  physical  power  of  the  so- 
called  free  States  would  be,  in  a  settlement  of  the  questioa,  should  they 
choose  to  exercise  either,  after  having  washed  their  own  hands  clean  <^ 
the  blood  of  the  slave  I 

It  is  not  desirable  to  multiply  words,  although  the  theme  is  inexhausti- 
ble. The  demoraliziug  influences  of  another  canvass  for  the  PresideuOT 
are  upon  us.  The  feeble  in  intellect  and  the  unstable  in  principle  wiU 
alike  be  swept  away  by  its  desolations,  in  ceasing  to  adhere  to  the  right, 
by  seeking  what  is  apparently  expedient.  May  Uie  influence  which  shall 
go  out  from  your  assemblage  be  of  a  saving  character  to  those  whom  it 
may  reach,  enlarged  and  strengthened  by  the  testimony  of  a  pure  and  con* 
ustent  example. 

A.  Brooxx. 


FROM  AKN  ELIZA  L.  ROBY. 

Pleasant  Laks,  Ind.,  May  19, 1860. 

As  year  after  year  passes  by,  we  are  continually  admonished  by  the 
events  and  changes  in  the  panorama  of  social  life,  that  if  we  build  our  cod- 
fidence  and  faith  upon  the  teachings  or  stedfetstness  of  any  person  or  dsss 
of  persons,  we  shall  find  that  what  we  were  about  to  worship  as  almost 
infallible  is  so  transformed  by  some  new  act  or  opinion,  that  our  faith, 
with  no  other  foundation,  becomes  as  naught.  Thus,  in  the  divine  pro- 
vidence, is  man  ever  turned  back  upon  his  own  soul,  there  to  find  truth, 
courage  and  hope.  When  these  have  not  yet  gained  a  goodly  size  and 
strength,  we  despond  and  fear ;  we  seek,  perhaps,  for  shelter  in  the  fold  of 
the  Church ;  we  listen  for  consolation  in  the  words  of  the  priest ;  for  the 
soul  knoweth  its  own  wants,  and,  so  long  as  it  feeb  a  need,  it  seeks  for 
such  aids ;  but,  in  the  course  of  growth,  every  one  reaches  a  time  wbeiv 
emancipated  from  the  bondage  of  credulous  submission,  he  becomes  reliaot 
npon  those  indwelling  resources  with  which  we'  all,  by  virtue  of  our  hu- 
man nature,  are  endowed. 

At  this  point  we  enter  social  life  without  danger  of  merging  our  in- 
dividuality with  others,  yet  better  prepared  for  reaping  its  benefita 
And  its  benefits  we  must  have,  lest  solitude  keep  us  inert,  bigoted  and 
miserable. 

Thought  strikes  upon  thought,  even  as  flint  upon  steel,  to  heighten  the 
fires  of  intellect;  temper  meets  temper,  that  the  sharp  angles  may  be 
rounded  and  polished,  and  the  emotions  have  been  ordained  to  outflow 
from  the  inmost  life,  embracing,  uplifting,  cheering  all. 

And  as  your  society  is  organized  in  consonance  with  the  evidently  in- 
creasing disposition  of  the  present  day,  to  give  character  a  natural  expres- 
sion in  its  development,  not  so  much  by  crushing  out  the  bad,  as  bj 
rightly  directing  and  elevating  the  whole,  I  most  earnestly  bid  you  God 
speed. 

A.  £.  Les  Robt. 


FROM  JESSE  BOND. 

Washington,  Wayne  Co.,  Ind.,  Fifth  mo.  20, 1860. 

*  *  ♦  *  Let  us  remember  the  Savior's  charge  to  Peter:    "If  thon 
lovest  me,  feed  my  lambs."    How  many  precious  lambs  are  there  at  this 
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day,  bleatlDg  for  green  pastures,  who  have  been  fed  npon  husks — the  mere 
theological  forms  of  religion.  I  have  wished  religion  could  be. considered 
to  consist  in  virtue,  goodness,  faith  and  love,  not  in  creeds,  forms  and  con- 
fessions of  iaith.  I  presume  few  have  passed  through  more  mental  exer- 
cise than  has  fallen  to  mv  lot.  Yet  I  find  cause  of  thankfulness  through 
all.  I  am  brought,  like  Job,  to  acknowledge  I  had  heard  of  Thee  by  the 
hearing  of  the  ear,  but  now  mine  eye  seeth  Thee.  I  have  had  to  remember 
one  formerly  who  was  hedged  in  as  with  hewn  stone  and  his  way  made 
crooked.  He  had  been  set  as  a  mark  for  the  arrows.  I  am  ready  to  con- 
clude it  is  in  the  Lord^s  mercy  that  I  was  not  consumed.  His  mercy  en- 
dureth  forever,  and  is  new  every  morning. 

I  believe  genuine  Christianity  would  increase  the  happiness  of  the  whole 
world,  if  people  would  only  come  into  the  real  possession  of  it.  Nation 
i|ould  not  lift  up  sword  against  nation,  neither  would  they  learn  war  any 
more.  Difficulties  would  be  settled  by  national  councils,  slavery  brought 
to  an  end  by  the  golden  rule,  intemperance  and  intolerance  put  down  by 
the  churches,  and  we  should  cultivate  that  which  ^^  breathes  peace  on 
earth  and  good  will  to  men.^'    Y^hat  a  Heaven  we  might  have  on  earth. 

Having  been  rejected  by  my  own  society  (Hicksite  Friends)  that  I  had 
taken  so  much  delight  in  hdpiug  to  nurse  and  feed  in  its  infancy,  I  was  led 
to  become  acquainted  with  others,  and  I  have  great  cause  of  thankfulness 
for  the  kind  reception  I  have  met  with.  I  am  abundantly  confirmed  in 
the  conviction,  that  those  of  all  the  families  of  the  earth  who  love  God 
and  work  righteousness  will  find  acceptance  with  him.  "  He  hath  made 
of  one  blood  all  the  nations  of  the  earth."  He  is  not  far  from  any  of  ns. 
Let  us  dwell  near  the  fountain  of  life,  that  we  may  understand  the  mission 
of  Him  who  was  anointed  to  preach  glad  tidings  to  the  meek,  bind  up  the 
broken-hearted,  open  the  prison-doors  to  them  that  are  bound,  and  to 
eomfort  all  that  mourn.  May  the  Lord  be  with  you.  May  the  stone  be 
rolled  from  the  well's  mouth,  and  the  scattered  flocks  be  gathered  and 
watered.    From  thy  old  friend,  now  more  than  four-score, 

Jbssb  Bond. 


ITBOM  OOBA  WILBT7RN. 

Hadlbt,  Mass.,  May  29th,  1860. 

Circumstances  prevent  my  being  with  you  in  person  at  your  annual 
gathering.  I  cannot  this  year  clasp  your  hands,  nor  listen  to  the  noble 
utterances  of  your  good  men  and  true  women ;  but  I  can  send  my  spirit's 
greetinss,  and  through  the  distance  join  with  you  in  soul  for  the  cause  of 
ftnth,  Fnrity,  and  Righteousness.  And  what  it  is  denied  my  tongue  to 
speak,  the  appeal  that  1  would  make  to  your  manly  pity,  and  your  woman's 
tenderness,  I  will  briefly  lay  before  you  in  writing. 

I  plead  for  those  to  whom  the  Moral  Teacher  of  the  world  said  gently, 
^'Neither  do  I  condemn  thee!"  and  it  is  to  prevent  their  further  sinning, 
through  want,  privation,  and  wretchedness,  that  I  appeal  to  your  Meeting 
for  concerted  action  with  the  noble  woman  who  devised  the  plan  that  is 
to  rescue  our  sister  Magdalen  from  degradation,  shame,  and  ruin. 

I  send  you  a  pamphlet  containing  Uie  outliues  of  a  plan  devised  by  Miss 
Emma  Hardinge  for  the  succor  of  uiat  unfortunate  class,  as  well  as  for 
the  homeless  and  destitute.  Will  you  not  aid,  by  your  influence  and  such 
material  help  as  you  feel  prompted  to  bestow,  this  truly  noble  work  ? 
When  the  vice  of  sensualism  is  swept  from  off  the  earth,  we  may  hope  for 
the  inauguration  of  that  millennial  era  so  fondly  hoped  for  and  bo  ardently 
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desired.  But  while  povert]^  tempts  to  tin,  and  hard  and  nnoongenial  labor 
fetters  all  the  better  aspirations  of  the  woman^s  sonl^  we  cannot  hope  for 
the  growth  of  soul  that  is  to  make  her  angel-like.  While  she  is  doomed 
to  starvation  wages,  to  the  requiem  *^8ong  of  the  shirt,^  she  cannot  unfold 
in  intellect  or  expand  in  goodness.  Let  ns  toil  nobly  and  bravely,  then,  to 
render  woman  free  and  pare  and  sph*itual. 

All  needful  eirolanations  will  be  given  by  the  author  of  the  plan;  and 
all  donations  received  by  her  or  the  named  trustees  will  be  acknowledged 
in  due  form. 

COBl.  WILBUB5. 


FBOM  mnu,  HABDnres. 

My  duties  as  a  public  lecturer  have  brought  me  into  constant  inU^ 
course  with  the  suffering  and  sinful,  and.  amongst  all  the  classes  in  whom 
this  combination  of  misery  roost  painfmly  exists,  stand  foremost  the  na- 
fortunates  who  have  lapsed  from  virtue,  and  who,  driven  bv  desperatioQ 
to  the  streets,  find  there  first  a  dreadful  trade,  next  their  only  refuge,  and 
often  their  only  death-bed.  I  can  hardly  exaggerate  the  aocamolated 
miseries  and  inevitable  crimes  to  which  these  forlorn  ones  are  daily  led  on 
in  their  isolated  and  degraded  state.  Man  destrovs  and  then  turns  from 
them  with  loathing,  and  when  they  weary  of  the  dreadful  trade  and  would 
lain  return  to  the  paths  of  decent  life  tlirough  the  avenues  of  honest  labor, 
society  spurns  them,  and  women  in  particular  crowd  them  out  of  all  tiM 
fields  of  useful  labor,  and  spurn  them  back  to  the  street,  the  gutter,  or  the 
grave.  In  the  few  Asylums,  where  the  few  who  dare  to  touch  tbein  bidi 
Uiem  away,  the  discipline  is  most  generally  too  harsh  and  unpractical  to 
meet  their  case.  Their  wounded  and  morbidly  sick  soula  are  not  adminis- 
tered to  with  the  right  medicine,  and  when  cast  into  the  world  again,  to 
compete  with  the  virtuous  for  bread,  the  reformation  is  not  sufficiently 
permanent  to  strengthen  them  against  the  hard  conflict  with  scorn  snd 
the  bitter  drudgery  of  the  needlewoman ;  and  so  they  go  back,  most  com- 
monly, to  the  streets. 

Friends,  I  have  thought  on  these  things  until  I  have  felt  called  upon  to  m- 
vote  myself  to  some  effort,  in  the  naroeand  through  the  blessing  of  God,  to  do 
them  good.  I  have  resolved  to  found  an  Institution  that  shall  be  self-enstMO- 
ing,  and  yet  in  its  workiug  combine  a  discipline  of  kindness  with  healtbnl, 
light,  cheerful  labor,  and  the  knowledge  of  a  business  hitherto  untried  by  fe- 
males, thereby  securing  to  those  who  quit  the  InstituUon  a  means  of  earn- 
ing  bread  by  a  useful  but  uncompetitive  trade.  I  hope  I  am  not  w^***^ 
when  I  anticipate  finding  all  these  and  many  other  advantages  combined 
in  Scientific  horticulture.  My  views  concerning  the  special  advantsgei 
of  this  occupation  are  more  fully  set  forth  in  the  little  pamphlet  that  ao- 
companies  this  letter,  and  it  but  remains  for  me  to  add  that  in  order  to 
accomplish  m^  purpose,  it  becomos  necessary  that  I  should  appeal  in^ 
possible  directions  to  procure  funds.  From  ten  to  forty  thoosand  doW 
are  required  to  start  with.  I  have  as  vet  only  raised  a  few  hundred^ 
lars— still  I  labor  om  and  propose  to  do  so  until  success  (of  ^^*^ijjr 
as  assured  as  I  do  of  Heaven^s  blessing  and  support)  crowns  my  cffor^ 
Any  contributions  you  may  be  disposed  to  make  may  be  deposited  witn 
Louis  Belrose,  of  Philadelphia,  Treasurer  of  the  Association  of  Gaitlemefl 
in  that  city  whom  I  have  nominated  as  Trustees. 

Should  there  be  any  amongst  you  whose  benevolent  interest  tdaj 
prompt  you  to  farther  inquiry  in  this  matter,  a  letter  addressed  to  |Q^  ^ 
1^0.  8  Fourth  Avenue,  New  "York,  will  always  find  me. 

Emmi.  Habddwb. 
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[The  oatlioe  of  the  Plmn  reftned  to  in  the  preceding  letter  is  here  sabjoined.  ] 

OUTLINE  OF  A  PLAJ^  FOR  A  SELFSUSTAINING  INSTITUTION  FOR 
HOMELESS  AND  OUTCAST  FEMALES. 

8FB0IAL  DESIGNS. 

1.  To  restore  self-respect  and  a  place  in  Ufe  to  the  fallen,  a  home  to  the  des- 
titnte,  employment  and  an  available  means,  of  subsistence  to  the  industrious 

2.  To  remove  friendless  or  outcast  women  from  the  temptation  to  sin  for 
bread,  xmtil  thej  can  honorably  provide  for  themselves ;  and  while  it  is  claimed  that 
some  special  effort  should  be  made  in  behalf  of  the  utterly  fallen  sisters  of  human- 
ity, who  have  too  long  been  passed  by,  or  devoted  to  penitential  or  impracticable 
^tems  of  reform,  leaving  them  with  tiie  stamp  of  that  degradation  which  precludes 
ttmr  re-entrance  into  &e  arena  of  honest  labor,  it  is  by  no  means  proposed  to 
render  vice  a  necessary  qualification  for  admission ;  prevention  and  timely  succor, 
no  less  than  cure,  being  the  aim  proposed. 

8.  In  order  to  remove  them  from  the  struggle  of  oidinary  competition,  and 
qualify  them  with  a  speciali^  for  superior  merit,  it  is  proposed  to  instruct  them  in 
the  culture  of  flowers,  ftuits,  and  vegetables,  upon  the  most  matured  scientific 
knowledge  of  the  subject,  with  the  design  of  aiding  in  sustaining  the  lustitution 
by  the  saJe  of  its  products,  and  advancing  the  character  of  its  members  to  such 
superior  use  and  excellence,  as  will  create  a  respectful  demand  for  their  services. 

DISFOSinOK  OF  TDCB  AND  MODS  OF  INSTBUCTTON. 

It  is  proposed  to  cultivate  the  lands  of  the  Institution  as  exdunvely  as  possi- 
ble by  the  industry  of  its  members ;  to  hire  qualified  instroctors  and  assistants 
during  the  first  period  of  organization,  until  some  members  shaU  have  advanced 
to  the  capacity  of  teachers ;  to  give  instruction  in  the  theory  and  the  practice  of 
horticulture;  allot  to  each  of  the  members,  in  turn,  exercises  in  the  routine  of  do- 
mestio  duties,  under  a  qualified  matron ;  to  set  apart  stated  hours  each  day  for 
educational  improvement,  labor,  repose,  recreation,  and  meditation ;  to  consult  the 
best  systems  of  horticulture,  chemistry,  and  kindred  sciences,  with  a  view  of  devel- 
oping yet  undiscovered  resources  in  uie  art,  and  advancing  horticultnrc  to  a  degree 
of  perfection  not  yet  attained ;  to  stimulate  moral,  intellectual  and  physical  eflbrt 
by  graduated  degrees,  and  such  rewards  for  superior  excellence  in  the  members 
as  the  funds  of  the  Institute  will  allow;  and  to  hold  in  prospeotive  the  formation 
of  a  horticultural  school  for  females,  not  connected  with  the  ^istltution. 

DIBCIPLDIB. 

It  is  proposed  that  the  only  discipline  used  shall  be  order,  cleanliness,  temper- 
ance, indus^,  and  strict  abstinence  from  stimulating  drinks  and  harsh  language ; 
the  encouragement,  by  precept  and  example,  of  intellectual  emulation,  and  a 
universal  spirit  of  sisterly  equality,  mutual  Ibrbearance  and  charity ;  that  the  aim 
of  every  member  shall  be  to  live  only  for  a  progressive  future ;  tiiat  each  day 
shall  begin  and  end  with  music  and  reading  of  an  elevating  character,  and  that 
with  every  setting  sun  each  member  shall  be  exhorted  to  forget  and  forgive  each 
other  the  trespasses  of  the  day,  making  present  duties  and  future  aims  the  oiity 
theme  of  conversation. 

liOGALrrr,  obounds,  buildinos,  etc. 

(Proposed^)  To  purchase  a  suitable  piece  of  ground  in  such  a  locality  as  may 
hereafter  be  determined ;  to  erect  thereon  a  building  capable  of  accommodating 
one  hundred  persons,  with  a  view  to  provide  for  increase  of  members  with  increase 
of  funds ;  to  cany  on  horticulture  in  all  its  branches,  botii  for  the  instruction  and 
maintenance  of  its  members,  and  to  select  the  locality  in  the  neighborhood  of  a 
large  town  and  railway,  with  a  view  oi  fiicilitating  a  ready  sale  for  produce. 
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MODB  or  BABIN3  FUMDfl,  KTC 

It  it  proposed  to  raise  the  funds  neoeesftiy  for  the  parohase  of  noimd,  erection 
of  boildings,  lajing  in  stock,  and  support  of  the  Institution  for  me  first  pecfw 
rily  unproductive  year  or  years,  bj  donations,  subscriptions,  and  coUectioiiSy 
through  individuals,  societies,  or  public  meetings  convened  for  that  puipose,  com- 
mencing the  work  of  organization,  building,  &o.,  as  soon  as  a  sufficient  sum  is  col- 
lected to  justify  action. 

mMBDiATs  Acnoif. 

All  humanitary  persons  ore  hereby  solicited  to  forward  such  suns  as  thej  can 
contribute  towards  this  object,  to  the  trustees,  who  wiU  acknowledge  the  receipC 
of  the  same.  Builders,  horticulturists,  financiers,  &o*,  are  solicited  to  aid  it  hj 
siu;gestion  and  advice ;  and  every  true-hearted  man  aiid  woman  is  reminded  that 
thSis  the  world*s  movement,  instituted  for  the  relief  of  the  most  hapless  of  its 
ranks ;  proposing  not  only  progressive  action  in  a  universally  useful  acienoe,  bat 
to  rescue  many  a  fair  and  gifted  victim  from  that  de^Mur  and  heart-agoi^  which 
too  often  leads  to  starvation,  a  life  of  degradation,  or  an  untimely  death.  The 
design  contemplates  no  limit  within  the  bounds  of  party,  place,  section,  or  soot,  and 
tfaenfbro  olaiins  from  all  humanity  a  humanitarian  response. 

It  is  resolved  to  appoint  Trustees  in  the  different  cities  of  the  Union,  whea  a 
sufficient  interest  is  felt  to  aid  this  work ;  such  Trustees  to  hold  the  funds  collect- 
ed, receive  subscriptions  and  donations,  and  aid  the  movement  in  every  practical 
way,  until  there  shall  be  a  sufficient  amount  collected  to  commence  the  enterprise. 

It  is  resolved  that  the  members  of  the  General  Committee  shall  consist  of 
donors  of  $100  and  upwards;  also,  that  the  donation  of  $1000  and  upwards, 
shall  constitute  the  right  of  Direction  within  limits  to  be  hereafter  decided  on. 
Temporary  direction  vested  in  ^e  hands  of  Trustees  for  the  ci^  of  Philad^ 
phia,  who  have  oontributed  and  retain  the  sum  of  $600. 

TBUSTBXS  FOR  PHII.ADBLPBIiu 

Louis  Belrose,  807  Chestaut  St ;  Isaac  Rhen,  917  Sansom  St. ;  Homy  T. 
Child,  M.  D.,  510  Arch  St. 

TRUSTEBB  FOK  PROVIDBHCB. 

Hon.  John  R.  Bartlett,  Secretary  of  State  for  K  I.,  Seeretary's  Office,  Court 
House;  Mrs.  William  Chase,  Pleasant  Valley;  T.  Searle,  Esq.,  Ins.  Agfnt,  7 
WeyboBsett  Street 

TRUSTERS  FOR  TOBTLASTD, 

J.  C.  Woodman,  Esq.,  R.  I.  Robinson,  M.  H.  Blanchard,  N.  A.  Foster. 
Trustees  for  Boston,  New  York,  and  cither  cities  will  be  appointed  from  time 
to  time. 

Suggestions,  statistics,  counsel,  donations,  or  aid  in  any  direction,  to  be  i 
in,  either  to  the  Trustees  as  above,  or  to 

EMMA  HARDINGE, 
8  Fourth  Avenue^  New  Tcrh, 


DEEDS  AND  WORDS. 

Whenever  a  noble  deed  is  wrought, 
Whene'er  is  spoken  a  noble  thought, 

Onr  hearts  in  glad  surprise 

To  higher  levels  rise. 

Honor  to  those  whose  words  or  deeds 
Thus  help  us  in  our  daily  needs, 

And  by  their  overflow 

Raise  us  from  what  is  low  I — ^Lonofbllow. 
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LONGWOOD,  CHESTER  COUNTY, 


1862. 


**  Serreft  best  the  Ffttber  be  who  most  serves  xdad, 
And  be  wbo  wrongs  homanlty  wrongs  Heayeu.'* 


NEW     YORK: 
OLIVER  JOHNSON,  48  BEEKMAN  STREET. 

SOLD  ALSO  AT   THE  ANTI-8LAVBBY    OFFICES   IN   PHILADELPHIA 
AND  BOSTON. 

1862. 
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ASTRiEA  AT  THE  CAPITOL. 
Aiounoir  or  iLAtmT  nr  im  Dimior  or 

ootniBU,  186a. 
Whik  ilTSt  I  nw  our  banner  wmte 
Above  the  nAtion*t  connoU-hell, 
I  heard  beneath  ito  marble  wall 
The  olanking  fetters  of  the  slave ! 
In  the  foal  market-plaoe  I  stood. 
And  saw  the  Cbrmtian  mother  sold, 
And  childhood  with  iU  locks  of  gold, 
Blue-eyed  and  fair  with  Saxon  blood. 
I  shut  my  eyes,  I  held  my  breath, 
And  smothering  down  the  wrath  and  shame 
That  set  my  Northern  blood  aflame.    . 
Stood  ailent^.where  to  speak  was  death. 
Beside  me  gloomed  the  prison  cell, 
Where  wasted  one  in  slow  decline 
For  uttering  simple  words  of  mine, 
And  loving  fteedom  aU  too  well. 
The  flag  that  floated  from  the  dome 
Flapped  menace  in  the  morning  air ; 
I  stood,  a  perilled  stranger,  where 
The  human  broker  made  nis  home. 
For  crime  was  virtue :  Gown  and  Sword 
And  Law  their  threefold  sanction  gave, 
And  to  the  quarry  of  the  slave 
Went  hawking  with  our  symbol- bird. 
On  the  oppressor's  side  was  power; 
And  yet  I  knew  that  every  wrong. 
However  old,  however  strong, 
But  waited  God*s  avenging  hour. 
I  knew  that  truth  would  crush  the  lie.— 
Soraohow,  sometime,  the  end  would  be : 
Yet  Bcircoly  dared  I  hope  to  see 
The  triumph  with  my  mortal  eye. 
But  now  I  see  it  I    In  the  sun 
A  free  flag  floats  from  yonder  dome. 
And  at  the  nation's  hearth  and  home 
The  justice  long  delayed  is  done. 
Not  as  we  hoped,  in  calm  of  prayer, 
The  message  of  deliverance  comes, 
But  heralded  by  roll  of  drums 
On  waves  of  battle-troubled  air  1 
'Midst  sounds  that  madden  and  appal. 
The  song  that  Bethlehem's  shepherds  knew ! 
The  harp  of  Dsvid  melting  throogli 
The  demon-agonies  of  Saul  f 
Not  as  we  hoped ;  but  what  are  we  ? 
Above  our  broken  dreams  and  plans 
Qtod  lays,  with  wiser  hands  than  man's, 
The  corner-stones  of  liberty. 
I  cavil  not  with  Him :  the  voice 
That  freedom's  blessed  g08pei;tells 
Is  sweet  to  me  as  silver  bells. 
Rejoicing  I— yea,  I  will  rejoioe  I 
Dear  friends,  still  toiling  in  the  sun— 
Ye  dearer  ones  who,  gone  before. 
Are  wstching  from  the  eternal  shore 
The  slow  work  by  your  hsnda  begun,— 
Kejolce  with  me  I    The  chastening  rod 
Blossoms  with  love;  the  frimsoe  heat 
Grows  oool  beneath  His  blessed  fbet 
Whose  form  is  as  the  Son  of  God  I 
Bejoice !    Our  Msrah's  bitter  springs 
Are  sweetened ;  on  our  ground  of  grief 
Rise  dav  hj  day  in  strong  relief 
The  prophecies  of  better  things. 
Rejoice  in  hope  I    The  day  and  night 
Are  one  with  God,  and  one  with  them 
Who  see  by  faith  the  cloudy  hem 
Of  Judgment  fringed  with  Mercy's  light! 

John  G.  Whitmeb. 


THE  WATCHERS. 

Bmidi  a  atrioken  field  I  stood ; 

On  the  torn  turf,  on  grass  and  wood. 

Hung  heavily  the  dew  of  blood. 

Still  in  their  freeh  mounds  lay  the  alam. 
But  all  the  air  waa  quick  with  pain 
And  gusty  aighs  and  tearful  rsin. 

Two  anirels,  esch  with  drooping  bead 
And  folded  wings  and  noiseless  to^ead. 
Watched  by  that  valley  of  the  dead. 

The  one,  with  forehead  suntly  Uand, 
And  lips  of  blessing,  not  command, 
Leanea,  weeping,  on  her  oUve  wand. 

The  other's  brows  were  scarred  and  knit. 
His  restless  eyes  were  watch-fires  lit. 
His  hsnds  for  battle-gauntleta  fit. 

«*  How  long !  "—I  knew  the  voice  of  Pettoe, 
**  Is  there  no  respite  t— no  release  !— 
When  shall  the  hopeless  quarrel  oeaae  I 


**  Oh  Lord,  how  long !— One  human  soul 
Is  more  than  any  parchment  scroll. 
Or  any  flag  the  wmds  unroll. 

"  What  price  wss  Ellsworth's,  young  and  teavt ! 
How  weigh  the  gift  that  Lyon  gave  f 
Or  count  the  coet  of  Winthrop's  grave  ? 

**  Oh  brother,  if  thine  eye  can  see. 
Tell  how  end  when  the  end  shall  be. 
What  hope  remains  for  thee  or  me  ?  " 

Then  Freedom  sternly  said :  '^  I  shun 
No  strife  nor  pang  beneath  the  son, 
Wlien  human  rights  are  ataked  and  wod. 

"  I  knelt  with  Ziska's  hunted  flock, 
I  wstched  in  Touaaaint's  cell  of  rock,* 
I  walked  with  Sidney  to  the  block. 
**  The  moor  of  Marston  felt  my  tread, 
Through  Jersey  snows  the  march  I  led. 
My  voice  Magenta's  charges  sped. 

'<  But  now,  through  weary  day  and  n^t, 

I  watch  a  vague  and  aimless  fi£[ht, 

For  leave  to  strike  one  blow  anghU 

**  On  either  side  mv  foe  they  own : 

One  guards  tbroogn  love  his  gaatly  throne, 

And  one  through  fear  to  reverence  grown. 

"  Why  wait  we  longer,  mocked,  betrayed 

By  open  foes  or  those  afVaid 

To  speed  thy  coming  through  my  aid  I 

«*  Why  watch  to  see  who  win  or  (UI I 

I  shake  the  dust  sg^ainst  them  all, 

I  leave  them  to  their  senseless  brawL" 

»*  Nay,"  Peace  implored :  "  jq%  longer  wait; 

The  doom  is  near,  the  stake  is  great ; 

God  knoweth  if  it  be  too  late. 

<*  Still  wait  and  watch ;  the  way  prepare. 

Where  I  with  folded  wing?  of  prayer 

May  follow,  weaponleas  and  bare." 

**  Too  late  I "  the  stem,  sad  voice  rsplied, 

<*Too  late ! "  its  mournful  echo  sighed, 

In  low  Ument  the  answer  died. 

A  rustling  as  of  wings  in  flight. 

An  upward  gleam  of  lessening  whit^ 

So  passed  the  viuon,  sound,  and  sight. 

But  round  mo  like  a  silver  bell 

Hung  down  the  listenii^  sky  to  tell 

Of  holy  help,  a  sweet  voice  fell. 

"  Still  hope  and  trust,"  it  sang :  "  the  rod 

Must  fiidl,  the  wine-press  most  be  trod. 

But  all  is  possible  with  God  1 " 

JoHK  G.  WmrniB. 
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The  Tenth*  Yearly  Meeting  of  the  Religious  Society  of 
Progressive  Friends  convened  at  Longwood,  Chester  Co.,  Penn.,  on 
Fifth-day,  the  6th  of  Sixth  month,  1862,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M,  The 
day  was  stormy  and  travelling  quite  unpleasant,  but  a  goodly  number 
of  persons  were  present. 

Oliver  Johnson,  one  of  the  Clerks,  after  a  few  introductory 
remarks,  alluding  to  the  omission  to  hold  a  meeting  last  year,  and  to 
the  peculiar  circumstances  in  which  we  had  now  assembled,  read  the 
Call,  as  follows : — 

The  Tbmth  Yearly  Meetiko  or  Pbooressivb  Friends  will  conyene  at 
Longwood,  Cheater  Co.,  Pennsylvania,  on  FIFTH  DAY  (Thursday),  the  6th  of 
Sixth  month  (June),  1862. 

This  annual  assemblage  is  lield  for  religious  oommunion,  for  mutual  interchange 
of  thought  and  opinion,  for  the  perpetuation  of  old  friendships  and  the  formation 
of  new;  in  brief,  for  a  festival  of  two  or  three  days  of  soda],  intellectual,  and  spir- 
itnal  fellowship  and  profit.  The  members  of  this  Religious  Society  do  not  hold 
their  membership  by  virtue  of  any  ecclesiastical  vows  or  bonds,  or  of  any  real  or 
supposed  unity  of  theological  belief.  Their  common  faith,  if  it  were  written,  would 
be  simply  and  only  the  essential  principle  of  love  to  God — a  love  to  be  exhibited, 
not  through  devotion  to  creeds  and  forms,  but  in  lives  of  piirity  and  beneficence, 
in  the  recognition  and  defence  of  the  equal  rights  of  mankind,  in  efforts  to  break 
the  chains  of  the  oppressed,  and  in  a  firm  resistance  to  every  form  of  iniquity  and 
wrong. 

Such  being  the  spirit  and  aims  of  the  Proqressivb  FRiE2n>3,  the  Slaveholders* 
Rebellion,  its  causes  and  consequences,  and  the  means  by  which  alone  it  can  be 
effectually  put  down,  will  naturally  engage  no  small  share  of  the  attention  of  the 
Y'early  Meeting ;  and  it  cannot  be  doubted  that,  with  an  earnestness  and  solem- 
nity worthy  of  the  crisis,  it  will  seek  to  persuade  the  people  and  the  government 
to  avert  tlie  calamities  of  civil  war,  and  open  up  the  only  path  to  permanent  peace 
and  prosperity,  by  "  proclaiming  liberty  throughout  the  land,  unto  all  the  inhabi- 
tants thereof." 

*  Tho  Society  held  no  meeting  in  1861,  bat  thst  of  the  present  year  Is  .numbered  without 
rtference  to  that  droumstanoe 
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To  all  persons  who  choridi  the  spirit  and  principles  above  set  forth,  we  extend 
a  cordial  invitation  to  meet  and  cooperate  with  the  Society. 

Oliver  Johnson,  Isaac  Mkndenhall, 

JOSF.PH   A.    PCCJDALF,  SAIIAH    MaRSH    BaRNARD, 

Emzabkth  Jackson,  Ltuia  Irish, 

SrMNER  Stebbins,  Jennie  K.  Smitu, 

William  Barnard,  £llk2i  Anoier, 

Hannah  Cox,  Aarox  Mkkdkxhall, 

PiNAU  Men!>eniiall,  Salijk  Howell, 

JOSIAH    WlLSCW,  SaMCEL   B.    UNDERBILL, 

RlTII    DCUDALE,  PniLENA   HrALD, 

Anmf.  M.  Stambacu,  Ellie  H.  Mkndenhill, 

^LvRY  p.  Wilson,  Eusebics  Barnard. 

William  Bakn'ard  offered  prayer,  earnestly  invoking  the  Divine 
blessing  and  guidance  for  the  Society,  and  all  who  might  take  part 
in  or  witness  its  proceedings. 

TiiKODonE  TiLTON,  of  Ncw  York,  read  the  65th  Psalm. 

Chandler  Daulingtox  made  a  few  remarks,  questioning  tbe 
propriety  of  public  prayer,  and  supporting  hi§  views  by  a  reference 
to  the  example  and  instruction  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth. 

Catherine  Clement  and  Oliver  Joiinj^on  testified  that  thej 
often  derived  comfort  and  strength  from  public  as  well  as  private 
prayer,  and  expressed  the  hope  that  this  mode  of  manifesting  tlie  sense 
of  dependence  upon  the  Universal  Father  might  be  encouraged  in  all 
our  assemblies. 

Much  regret  was  felt  on  account  of  the  absence  of  Joseph  A. 
Dug  DALE,  who  had  served  the  Society  as  Clerk  from  its  first  organi- 
zation, and  to  whose  earnest  and  devoted  labors  its  existence  and 
prosperity  are  largely  due.  The  following  letter  from  him  and  from 
his  beloved  wife  and  venerated  mother  was  received  : 


Near  Mount  Pleasant,  Henry  Co, } 
Iowa,  Fifth  Mo.  20,  1862.      3 


To  the  Pennsylvania  Yearly  Meeting  of  Proyrcssive  FricncU : 

Belovld  Coadjutors— On  the  occasion  of  the  approaching  Yearl/  Mcetii^ 
mountains  and  rivers  will  intervene  between  us  and  you.     These,  hofferCt 
not  obstruct  the  mental  vision,  nor  prevent  us  from  being  with  you  in  spint, 
sharing  the  precious  baptism  which  we  pray  maj  be  felt  to  preserve  the  u  ^ 
the  association,  giving  it  renewed  strength  for  the  moral  and  religion  work  > 
called  to  perform.     We  are  only  more  and  more  confirmed  in  our  cherished 
that  it  is  good  and  precious  for  us  to  cultivate  the  religious  spirit  which  depen  - 
upon  the  living  God  for  counsel   and  direction  in  the  duties  we  owe,  as  ra 
intelligence?,  to  Him,  and  to  the  human  family,  with  whom  our  mteregt^  «« 
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iudmatelj  and  indissolnbly  blended.  It  is  not  easy  to  frame  into  words  the  emo- 
tioDB  which  kindle  in  the  soul  when  those  who  have  labored  and  suffered  togetlier 
in  a  sacred  cause  are  separated  from  one  another.  Our  hearts  beat  with  a  love 
for  you  which  words  are  too  poor  to  express.  We  rejoice  and  give  thanks  in  view 
of  the  momentum  with  which  the  wheels  of  progress  move.  The  Lord  be  praised 
for  all  that  has  been  secured  for  the  oppressed  slave. 

*'  We  livo  in  deeds,  not  years — ^In  thonglJt^  not  words; 
In  feeling,  not  figures  on  a  din! ; 
We  count  time  by  benrt-Ujrobs.    lie  most  lives 
Wbo  thinks  most,  feols  noblest,  acts  tiic  best" 

While  many  mourn  on  account  of  this  bloody  war,  lot  us  remember  that,  as  a 
nation,  we  would  not  hearken  to  the  voice  of  the  Lord  in  proclaiming  liberty  to  the 
captives ;  and  now  the  nation  must  reap  the  fruits  of  its  wrong-doing.  The  captives 
may  sing  their  jubilee  song  only  as  they  come  through  a  sea  of  blood  ;  but  let  us 
hope  that  the  Lord  will  enable  many  who  arc  now  conscientioushj  engaged  in  this 
sanguinary  conflict,  and  who  are  true  to  themselves  therein,  to  rise  to  a  higher 
ground  and  come  nearer  to  Himself,  where  they  may  learn  to  wield  the  sword  of 
the  Spirit  and  comprehend  more  clearly  the  power  of  the  love  of  Christ,  which 
'*  taketh  its  kingdom  by  eotrea^  and  keepeth  it  in  lowliness  of  mind." 

In  the  West  there  are  many  ready  to  receive  the  truth.  Sectarian  distinctions 
and  shibboleths  are  giving  place  to  a  larger  liberty  of  thought  and  action.  We 
fervently  desire  that  the  good  work  may  not  be  marred,  but  that,  by  a  childlike 
trust  in  the  Lord,  and  obedience  to  the  pure  principles  of  justice  and  truth,  it  may 
go  bravely  on.  Bo  of  good  cheer,  be  humble  and  patient,  and  cultivate  charity 
as  a  precious  plant ;  and  may  grace,  mercy,  and  peace  be  with  you  all.  In  the 
bonds  of  Gospel  fellowship,  we  are  your  friends, 

SARAU  B.  DUGDALE, 
RUTH  DUGDALE, 
JOSEPH  A.  DUGDALE. 

InterestiDg  letters  were  also  received  from  Moncure  D.  Conway 
of  Cincinnati ;  Charles  K.  WnirPLE,  of  Boston ;  and  Ann  Eliza 
Lee  Bobt,  of  Pleasant  Lake,  Indiana.  The  reading  was  followed 
by  remarks  from  Wm.  Barnard,  Alfred  H.  Love,  and  Eusebius 
Barnard. 

From  the  associations  heretofore  in  correspondence  with  ns  no 
communications  were  received. 

The  following  persons  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  settle  with 
the  Treasurer  for  last  year,  and  to  nominate  a  Treasurer  and  Clerks 
for  the  year  to  come  :  Thomas  Garrett,  Williasi  Barnard,  John 
Cox,  Dinah  Mendbnhall,  Henry  M.  Smith,  Eliza  Agnew. 

The  following  persons  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  prepare 
Testimonies  for  the  consideration  of  the  meeting,  as  way  may  open  : 
Alfred  H.  Love,  Theodore  Tilton,  Wm.  Lloyd  Garrison,  Mary 
F.  Smith,  Mary  A.W.  Johnson,  Outer  Johnson,  Thomas  Garrett, 
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John  G.  Jacksox,  Catherine  Clement,  Wm.  L.  Chaftin,  Thomas 
WoRRALL,  Philena  Heald,  Amelia  Jackson,  Wm.  Barnard. 


AFTERNOON   SESSION. 

William  L.  Chaffin,  Pastor  of  the  2d  UDitarian  Church  in 
Philadelphia,  made  a  brief  and  earnest  address,  expressing  his  hearij 
interest  in  the  principles  and  objects  of  the  Progressiye  Friends. 

Thomas  Garrett,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  appointed  for  the 
purpose,  nominated  for  Clerks  of  the  meeting,  for  the  ensuing  year, 
OLmsR  Johnson  and  Jennie  K.  Smith;  for  Treasurer,  Isaac 
Mendenhall  ;  and  thej  were  appointed  accordingly. 

Chandler  Darlington  made  further  remarks  on  the  subject  of 
prayer,  and  was  followed  on  the  same  topic  by  Oliver  Johnson, 
John  G.  Jackson  and  W.  L.  Garrison.  Josiah  Bond  spoke  briefly, 
presenting  his  views  as  to  the  principles  and  spirit  that  should  con- 
trol the  proceedings  of  the  meeting. 

Wm.  Lloyd  Garrison,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  Testimonies, 
offered  a  paper  on  the  Bebellion,  its  cause  and  remedy.  He  also 
made  a  brief  address  on  the  subject.  He  was  followed  by  Theodore 
TiLTON  in  a  very  earnest  anti-slavery  speech,  illustrating  and  enforc- 
ing the  duty  of  the  Government,  in  the  present  crisis,  to  decree  the 
freedom  of  all  the  slaves. 

Caleb  S.  Jackson  avowed  the  opinion  that  the  practice  of  adopt- 
ing papers  by  a  majority  vote,  and  publishing  them  as  the  voice  of 
the  Yearly  fleeting,  is  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  the  minority  ; 
involving  them  in  responsibility  for  what  they  do  not  approve.  He 
proposed  that  documents,  instead  of  being  put  to  vote  and  adopted 
by  the  association,  should  be  authenticated  by  the  -individual  signa- 
tures of  those  who  approved  them. 

Chandler  Darlington  expressed  his  concurrence  with  this 
sentiment. 

Oliver  Johnson  maintained  that  the  change  proposed  would  be 
a  virtual  dissolution  of  the  Society,  making  organised  action  im- 
possible in  any  case  where  even  a  single  individual,  no  matter  from 
what  motive,  chose  to  interpose  an  objection.  Minorities  had  an 
equal  right  with  the  majority  in  the  discussion  of  every  question  be- 
fore the  meeting ;  they  had  the  right  to  vote  against  every  proposi- 
tion that  they  disapproved,  and  to  enter  their  protest  upon  the 
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record.  If  this  did  not  afford  relief  to  their  consciences,  their  remedy 
was  in  withdrawing  from  the  association.  No  one  could  complam 
of  this  as  unfair,  for  the  practice  of  the  Society  in  this  particular  is 
known  beforehand  to  all  who  take  part  in  its  proceedings. 

William  Lloyd  Gabeison  spoke  briefly,  illustrating  and  enforcing 
the  views  expressed  by  Oliver  Johnson. 


SECOND  DAY. 

The  weather  being  fair,  the  house  was  filled  by  a  deeply  inter- 
ested assembly. 

Thomas  Gabbbtt,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  settle 
with  the  Treasurer,  reported  that  the  amount  of  money  received 
during  the  year  was  $167.71 ;  the  amount  expended  $165.42;  balance 
due  the  meeting  $2.29.  The  meeting  proceeded  to  collect  funds  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  the  ensuing  year.  The  amount  collected  and 
subscribed  was  about  $96.00. 

William  Lloyd  Gabbison  read  once  more  the  paper  introduced 
yesterday  on  Slavery  and  the  Kebcllion,  and  spoke  at  some  length  in 
support  thereof.  Theodobb  Tilton  also  made  a  very  earnest  address, 
urging  emancipation  as  the  duty  of  the  hour. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 
A  few  friends  united  in  singing  the  hymn — 

"  Joyftilly,  Joyftally,  onward  we  moy©, 
Bound  in  the  Und  of  bright  splrlta  above." 

Prayer  was  offered  by  Sauuel  Mabshall. 

J.  Sella  Mabtin,*  Pastor  of  the  Joy  Street  Colored  Baptist 
Church  in  Boston,  made  a  brief  but  very  interesting  anti-slavery 
address,  showing  the  great  influence  of  the  black  race  in  the  progress 
of  liberty  and  civilization  in  this  country. 

The  meeting  was  further  addressed  on  the  same  subject  by 
Theodobb  Tilton,  Afbed  H.  Love,  Lewis  Thompson,  and  Wil- 
liam Lloyd  Gabbison. 

The  session  closed  with  singing  a  hymn — 

*'The  mnrainfc  light  Is  breaking, 
The  darkneas  disappeara.^' 
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THIRD  DAY. 

The  weather  was  all  that  could  be  desired  for  such  an  occasion, 
and  the  house,  during  the  day,  was  crowded  in  every  part,  maoy 
coming  from  a  distance  of  twenty  or  thirty  miles. 

The  morning  session  opened  with  singing  the  hymn — 

*'  When  all  tliy  inercle\  O  my  God, 
My  rising  soul  Mirvcys." 

JosiAU  Bond  oflfcrcd  prayer. 

William  Lloyd  Garrisox,  from  the  Committee  on  TestimouieSj 
presented  the  draft  of  a  IVIcmorial  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  imploring  him  to  exercise  the  power  now  placed  in  his  hands 
for  the  entire  abolition  of  slavery.  The  Committee  recommended 
the  adoption  of  the  Memorial,  and  the  appointment  of  Thomas  Gar- 
RKTT,  Alice  Eliza  Hambleton,  and  Oliver  Johnson  as  a  deputa- 
tion to  present  the  same  to  President  Lincoln. 

Chandler  Darlington  and  Amos  Gilbert  made  a  few  remarki 

George  Gordon,  a  minister  of  the  Free  Presbyterian  Churdi 
and  President  of  Iberia  College,  was  introduced  to  the  meeting. 
His  recent  imprisonment,  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  upon  a  charge  of  re- 
sisting the  execution  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  law,  awakened  for  him 
the  sympathies  of  the  whole  assembly,  and  his  remarks  were  listened 
to  with  deep  interest. 

The  Testimony  in  relation  to  Slavery  and  the  Rebellion  was 
adopted  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

Edwin  H.  Coates,  Samuel  Marshall,  William  Lloyd  Garri- 
son, J.  W.  TiiORNE,  and  Thomas  Hambleton  successively  addressed 
the  meeting. 

AFTERNOON   SESSION. 
The  session  opened  with  singing  the  hymn — 

**  Fur  from  mcrttl  cares  retreating, 

Sordid  ho|»es  and  vnin  dcMres." 

Theodore  Tilton  delivered  a  very  earnest  and  impressive  address 
on  the  subject  of  the  Rebellion,  its  cause  and  remedy. 

The  Memorial  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  was  adopted 
by  a  unanimous  and  hearty  vote ;  and  Thomas  Garrett,  Alice  Eliza 
Hambleton,  and  Oliver  Johnson  appointed  as  a  delegation  to  bear 
the  same  to  Washington,  and  present  it  to  President  Lincoln.  A 
collection  was  taken  to  defray  their  expenses. 
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Alfred  H.  Love,  from  the  Committee  on  Testimonies,  presented 
a  paper  on  Peace,  which,  after  remarks  by  him,  Dr.  Stebbins,  and 
W.  L.  Garrison,  was  adopted. 

Isaac  MEREDirn  spoke  briefly  on  the  subject  of  the  Rebellion, 
urging  the  importance  of  a  speedy  proclamation  of  freedom  to  the 
slaves  as  the  only  way  to  arcrt  foreign  intervention,  and  the  per- 
manent disruption  of  the  Union. 

The  Clerks  announced  that  they  had  selected  the  following  per- 
sons to  aid  them  in  revising  our  proceedings  and  in  calling  the  next 
Yearly  Meeting,  viz. :  William  Barnard,  Mary  P.  Wilson,  Wil- 
liam Llovd  Garrisox,  Maria  Aqnbw,  Henry  M.  Smitu,  Mary 
LuNDY  Barnard,  Theodore  Tilton,  Hannah  Cox,  Sarah  Marsh 
Barnard,  Edwin  H.  Coaxes,  Susanna  P.  Chambers,  Allen  Aqnew, 
Dinah  Mexdenhall,  Annie  M.  Stambach,  M.D.,  and  Alfred  H. 
Love. 

The  time  of  adjournment  having  nearly  arrived,  remarks  appro- 
priate to  the  hour  were  offered  by  William  Lloyd  Garrison,  Euse- 
BIC9  Barnard,  and  William  Barnard. 

Samuel  Marshall  offered  prayer. 

The  hymn — 

'*  When  tball  xre  all  moet  again  i  ** 

was  sung. 

The  meeting,  having  thus  brought  its  business  to  a  close,  adjourns 
till  another  year.  It  is  fitting  to  add  to  this  record  that  the  pro- 
ceedings throughout  have  been  of  absorbing  interest.  The  solemn 
trials  of  the  nation,  involving  so  many  perils  and  hopes  of  Freedom, 
found  earnest  utterance  from  many  lips ;  nor  was  the  sacred  cause 
of  Peace  neglected  amid  the  din  of  War.  A  fine  harmony  pervaded 
all  our  discussions,  and  a  high  religious  spirit  animated  and  refreshed 
many  hearts.  The  mutual  greetings  of  multitudes  of  friends,  to 
whom  this  meeting  furnishes  an  annual  occasion  for  a  ro-baptism  of 
friendship,  were  cordial  and  delightful.  Wo  now  separate,  bearing 
in  our  hearts  an  unfeigned  interest  in  each  other's  welfare,  and  an 
humble  and  cheerful  faith  that  our  Heavenly  Father  will  bring  speed- 
ily out  of  these  troublous  times  a  beautiful  triumph  of  liiberty  and 
Peace. 


OLIVER  JOHNSON, )  ^   , 
JENNIE  K.  SMITH,  \  ^^^*^' 


»%  The  Yearly  Meeting  for  1863  will  commence  on  the  first  Fifth-day  of 
the  Sixth  month. 
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C^stimotti^s. 


L— SLAVERY   AND   THE   REBELLION. 

It  was  deemed  expedient  to  omit  the  annual  meeting  of  this  Religions 
Society  a  year  ago,  in  consequence  of  the  extremely  critical  state  of  public 
affairs  at  that  period,  and  the  wide-spread  and  all-absorbing  excitement 
resulting  therefrom ;  hence,  it  is  proper  that  we  should  improve  the  first 
opportunity  to  record  our  convictions  and  feelings  concerning  the  present 
treasonable  dismemberment  of  the  American  Union,  the  rebellions  attitude 
of  a  large  roigority  of  the  slave  States,  the  responsibilities  and  duties  of 
the  National  government  in  this  trying  hour  under  its  constitutional  pro- 
visions, the  essential  and  radical  cause  of  our  national  calamities,  and  the 
only  sure  method  to  restore  peace,  promote  the  general  welfare,  and  pre- 
serve the  unity  of  the  republic. 

1.  We  affirm,  then,  that  the  so-called  Southern  Confederacy  finds  do 
justification  or  apology  for  its  existence  in  reason,  conscience,  expediency, 
or  in  any  of  the  principles  or  doctrines  set  forth  in  the  Declaration  of 
Independence.  It  is  the  monstrous  offspring  of  slaveholding  despotism, 
and  unbridled  lust  of  power  and  dominion ;  of  more  than  aristocratic  con- 
tempt and  hatred  of  free  institutions  and  the  Democratic  theory  of  govern- 
ment; of  a  barbarous  and  fearfully  degraded  state  of  society,  arising  firom 
the  existence  in  the  South  of  its  unnatural,  cruel,  and  most  nnrighteons 
system  of  chattel  slavery.  By  the  election  of  Abraham  Lincoln  to  the 
Presidency,  the  slave  oligarchy  deemed,  for  the  first  time  since  the  organ- 
ization of  the  government,  that  they  had  lost,  beyond  recovery,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  irresistible  growth  of  anti-slavery  sentiment  at  the  North, 
their  controlling  power  over  the  administration  of  our  national  affairs ; 
and,  though  still  retaining  a  subservient  minority  in  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, and  having  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  strongly  com- 
mitted to  the  security  of  their  slaveholding  interests,  tbey  lost  no  time  in 
violently  rending  the  Union  asunder,  making  war  upon  the  government, 
organizing  a  hostile  confederacy  based  upon  the  principle  of  chattel  servi- 
tude, and  feloniously  appropriating  to  themselves  whatever  national  prop- 
erty was  found  within  their  domains,  in  the  shape  of  custom  houses, 
post  offices,  mints,  arsenals,  fortifications,  and  other  means  of  revenue  and 
defence.    Previous  to  this,  for  a  protracted  period,  they  had  so  inflamed 
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the  miads  of  the  ignorant  Soathern  populaoo;  as  to  lead  to  the  infliction 
of  the  most  shocking  outrages  upon  the  persons  and  property  of  multitndea 
of  innocent  Northern  residents  and  sojourners  among  tbem,  with  no 
provocation  except  that  they  were  Northern  men.  Of  the  crimes  and 
barbarities  these  conspirators  have  committed  since  they  madly  com- 
menced the  war— outraging  all  the  claims  of  humanity  and  civifization — 
it  is  here  needless  to  speak  at  length.  They  will  make  such  a  volume  of 
horrors  as  can  scarcely  be  paralleled  by  the  most  sovage  warfare  in  the 
darkest  ages  of  the  world.  Scalping,  poisoning,  and  assassinating  the  liv- 
ing— mangling  the  bodies  of  the  dead — making  the  skuUs  of  Northern 
soldiers  into  drinkiog  cups,  and  their  bones  into  ornaments  for  barbarous 
display — repeatedly  and  persistently  hoisting  the  white  flag  of  truce,  only 
to  betray  and  slaughter  those  to  whom  they  thus  professed  to  surrender — 
carrying  desolation  and  woe  everywhere  in  their  train — these  are  but 
specimens  of  the  almost  numberless  deeds  of  treachery  and  ferocity  that 
have  marked  their  bloody  career. 

2.  Under  these  circumstances,  we  have  no  hesitancy  in  declaring  that 
the  government — measuring  it  by  its  constitutional  obligations — had  no 
alternative  but  to  seek  to  suppress  this  treasonable  outbreak  by  all  the 
means  and  forces  at  its  disposal,  or  else  to  betray  the  sacred  trusts  com- 
mitted to  it  by  the  people ;  and  therefore,  throughout  this  fearful  struggle, 
it  has  had  our  sympathy,  and  desire  for  its  success.  For  it  has  manifested 
no  spirit  of  revenge,  no  wish  to  resort  to  extreme  measures,  if  they  could 
possibly  be  avoided ;  on  the  contrary,  it  has  erred  on  the  side  of  a  timid 
and  compromising  policy,  and  in  dealing  with  the  rebels  as  misguided 
brethren  rather  than  as  enemies  of  mankind.  Certainly,  its  forbearance, 
long-suflering,  magnanimity,  have  had  no  parallel  in  governmental 
history. 

In  thus  expressing  our  sympathy  with  the  government,  we  do  not 
conceive  that  we  repudiate  or  invalidate  even  the  most  radical  peace 
principles  that  may  be  cherished  by  any  of  our  Society.  We  simply  pro- 
nounce upon  the  conduct  of  the  traitorous  secessionists,  in  plain  view  of 
its  nnmitigated  wickedness ;  we  measure  the  government  on  its  own  plane 
of  constitutional  duty  ;  and  we  judge  the  people  by  their  acknowledged 
standard  of  political  and  moral  obligations  to  themselves  and  their  country. 
A  war  conducted  npon  peace  principles  is  as  paradoxical  as  a  peace  con- 
ducted upon  war  principles.  The  means  must  be  adapted  to  the  ends. 
Wooden  frigates  against  iron-clad  steamers  are  of  no  avail.  A  people 
who  are  false  to  themselves,  and  to  their  highest  convictions,  in  a  great 
trial-hour  when  mighty  interests  are  at  stake,  cannot  by  cowardice  or 
treachery  aid  the  cause  of  peace,  even  though  they  shed  no  blood,  or  use 
no  carnal  weapons.  By  refusing  to  employ  the  army  and  navy  against 
the  rebellious  South,  through  imbecility  or  a  disposition  to  compromise, 
the  government  would  assuredly  hinder  the  progress  of  peace,  and 
strengthen  the  hands  of  lawless  violence.    It  was  a  more  hopeful  day  for 
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the  cause  of  universal  peace,  as  well  as  of  universal  freedom,  when  there 
was  a  simultaneous  armed  uprising  of  the  entire  North,  after  the  capture 
of  Fort  Sumter,  than  before ;  for  it  indicated  (whatever  base  alloy  may 
have  attended  it)  a  resurrection  of  the  spirit  of  freedom,  of  disinterested 
patriotism,  of  manly  courage,  of  heroic  self-sacrifice,  where  till  then  those 
sentiments  had  been  paralyzed  under  the  spell  of  Southern  dominatioo. 
'*  First  pure,  then  peaceable" — this  is  the  law  of  progress.     "  First  the 
blade,  then  the  ear,  then  the  corn  in  the  ear  fhlly  ripe" — this  is  the  law 
of  vegetable  growth.    From  barbarism  to  despotism — from  despotism"  to 
a  limited  monarchy — from  a  limited  monarchy  to  a  democratic  repres^i- 
tative  government — this  is  the  law  of  political  development.    Indepen- 
dently of  all  these,  and  beyond  them  all,  is  that  government  or  kingdom 
^' which  cannot  be  shaken,"  whose  officers  are  peace,  whose  exactors 
righteousness,  whose  walls  salvation,  and  whose  gates  praise;   within 
whose  dominion  violence  shall  no  more  be  heard,  wasting  nor  destruction 
within  its  borders,  and  whose  people  "  shall  be  all  righteous :  they  shall 
inherit  the  land  forever."    But,  as  yet,  alas  I    no  such  state  of  human 
perfectibility  has  been  attained  by  any  people.    The  complete  redemptioo 
of  the  world  from  its  transgressions  and  mistakes,  its  errors  and  foUies,  its 
lusts  and  passions,  lies  in  the  unlimited  future.    Slowly  and  painfully,  st^ 
by  step,  is  any  real  progress  made. 

History  demonstrates  that  whether  war  comes  as  a  judgment  or  a 
trial,  God  ^^  causes  the  wrath  of  roan  to  praise  him,  and  the  remainder  of 
wrath  he  restrains." 

In  the  present  case,  the  war  is  to  be  viewed  botli  as  a  judgment  and  a 
trial.  Though  confined  in  its  worst  inflictions  to  the  slaveholding  section 
of  the  Union,  its  mournfhl  effects  are  felt  in  every  part  of  the  Korth.  Its 
fearfully  accumulating  load  of  taxation — its  derangement  of  every  branch 
of  peaceful  industry  and  the  general  business — its  fierce  sectional  estrange- 
ment and  hate — its  legacy  of  crime  and  profligacy  to  the  children's  chil- 
dren— its  immense  sacrifice  of  human  life,  carrying  lamentation  and  woe 
into  almost  every  household,  like  the  wailing  of  the  Egyptians  at  the  loss 
of  all  their  first-born — these  are  some  of  the  vials  of  Divine  retribution 
which  are  now  poured  out  upon  the  whole  land,  for  its  grievous  and  un- 
relenting oppression  of  a  guiltless  'and  inoffensive  race.  As  a  nation,  we 
have  forged  their  fetters  and  made  heavy  their  yokes ;  we  have  refused 
to  proclaim  liberty  every  man  to  his  brother,  and  every  man  to  his  neigh- 
bor ;  "  therefore,  I  proclaim  a  liberty  for  you,  saith  the  Lord,  to  the  sword, 
to  the  pestilence,  and  to  the  famine."  "  We  are  verily  guilty  concerning 
our  brother,  in  that  we  saw  the  anguish  of  his  soul  when  he  besought  us, 
and  we  would  not  hear :  thebefobe  is  Tins  distress  come  upon  us." 
Our  Northern  complicity  with  the  South,  in  her  "  trade  in  slaves  and  the 
souls  of  men,"  has  been  from  the  organization  of  the  government  till  now; 
and  it  is  just  that  we  should  be  called  to  suffer  in  proportion  to  our  guilt 
For  the  last  thirty  years,  what  has  been  left  undone  at  the  North,  by 
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religions  fellowship  and  political  affiliation  with  those  who  are  now 
leagued  in  hot  rebellion  to  overthrow  all  free  iostitntions,  by  priestly  de- 
fences of  slaveholding  or  biblical  extennations  of  it,  by  constant  com* 
promise  and  yielding  to  the  men  aces  and  bribes  of  the  Slave  Power,  by 
malicious  defamation  of  the  nncompromising  friends  of  universal  emancipa- 
tion, and  by  mobocratic  assaults  upon  the  Anti-Slavery  Movement,  to 
stimulate  the  hanghty  and  domineering  slave  oligarchy  of  the  South  to 
oommit  the  very  treason  for  which  they  are  now  so  severely  condemned, 
an>i  so  terribly  punished  ?  Why  should  they  not  have  supposed  that  their 
attempt  to  seize  the  government  would  surely  prove  successful?  Judging 
fh>m  the  past,  what  had  they  to  fear  of  warlike  resistance  on  the  part  of 
the  North?  Awful  as  is  their  guilt,  it  is  not  all  theirs;  for  it  is  largely 
shared  by  the  people  of  the  tree  States,  and  hence  it  is  that  the  whole  land 
is  made  to  mourn. 

The  canse  of  this  bloody  civil  strife,  therefore,  being  the  enslavement 
of  four  million  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  land,  there  is  but  one  snre  method 
of  bringing  it  to  an  end,  and  making  at  least  partial  atonement  for  our  great 
iniquity.  It  is,  TO  ABOLISH  SLAVERY  WITHOUT  DELAY.  In  the 
present  national  exigency,  the  constitutional  right  and  power  of  the  gov- 
ernment to  perform  this  great  act  of  justice  and  mercy,  of  righteousness 
and  peace,  seem  to  be  beyond  controversy.  Never  before,  in  the  history 
of  nations,  has  it  been  given  to  a  government  to  wield  the  war  power  in 
so  beneficent  a  manner,  and  on  such  a  magnificent  scale.  To  do  so  will 
be  returning  good  for  evil,  blessing  for  cursing,  brotherly  kindness  for 
murderous  hate.  It  will  end  in  universal  reconciliation,  by  making  the 
interests  of  all  sections  of  the  country  homogeneous.  All  the  consequences 
of  the  act  will  be  glorious.  "  If  we  take  away  from  the  midst  of  ns  the 
yoke,  undo  the  heavy  burdens,  and  let  the  oppressed  go  free,  then  shall 
our  light  rise  in  obscurity,  and  our  darkness  be  as  the  noonday.  And  the 
Lord  shall  guide  us  continually,  and  satisfy  our  soul  in  drought,  and  make 
fat  our  bones ;  and  we  shall  be  like  a  watered  garden,  and  like  a  spring  of 
water  whose  waters  fail  not.  And  they  that  shall  be  of  us  shall  build  the 
old  waste  places;  we  shall  raise  up  the  foundations  of  many  generations ; 
and  we  shall  be  called,  The  repairers  of  the  breach,  The  restorers  of  paths 
to  dwell  in." 

But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  people  and  government  shall  allow  this 
sublime  opportunity  to  pass  unimproved ;  if,  after  subjugating  the  rebel- 
lious spirits  of  the  South  by  fire  and  sword,  they  shall  permit  slavery  to 
remain  as  an  institution,  and  extend  to  it  constitutional  guarantees  for  its 
better  security,  and  renew  their  "covenant  with  death  and  agreement  with 
hell; "  then,  in  due  time,  once  more  shall  "judgment  be  laid  to  the  line, 
and  righteousness  to  the  plummet ;  and  the  hail  shall  sweep  away  the 
refuge  of  lies,  and  the  waters  shall  overflow  the  hiding  place ;  when  the 
overflowing  scourge  shall  pass  through,  they  shall  be  trodden  down  by  it." 

Since  the  war  commenced,  many  things  have  occurred  to  grieve,  astound 
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and  dishearten  the  friends  of  impartial  libert j  everywhere.  Among  these 
may  be  specified  the  revoking,  by  President  Lincoln,  of  the  jnst  and 
hnmane  proclamation  of  Oen.  Fremont,  setting  free  the  slaves  of  aU  rebel 
masters  in  Missouri ;  and,  more  recently,  annulling  the  gnblime  order  of 
Gen.  Hunter,  liberating  all  the  slaves  (one  million)  in  his  Military  Depart- 
ment, embracing  the  States  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida;  the 
seizure  and  return  of  fugitive  slaves  found  in  the  camps,  and  particnlarly 
in  the  Capital  of  the  nation ;  and,  finally,  the  illegal  and  atrocious  sup- 
pression of  all  the  schools  for  the  instruction  of  the  '*  contrabands^^  in 
North  Carolina,  and  the  prompt  restoration  of  fugitives  even  to  rebel 
masters,  by  Gov.  Stanley,  the  newly  appointed  military  ruler  of  that  State. 
But  we  trust  there  will  be  no  repetition  of  these  shocking  inocm- 
gruities,  and  we  hope  for  better  things.  For  all  that  has  been  done, 
whether  by  the  President  or  by  Congress,  in  the  direction  of  justke  and 
right,  we  desire  to  bestow  grateful  commendation.  The  signal  acts  of 
progress  in  the  total  and  Immediate  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia — in  the  formation  of  a  treaty  for  the  effectoal  suppression  of  the 
foreign  slave  trade — in  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  Liberia  and 
Hay  ti — and  in  the  passage  of  other  important  measures — all  these  wait  to 
be  gloriously  crowned  and  consummated  by  one  great  comprehensive  de- 
cree, on  the  part  of  the  government :  *'  Liberty  is  proclaimed  to  all  the 
inhdbitanti  qf  the  land^  mthout  regard  to  race  or  complexion.^^ 

The  foregoing  testimony  was  adopted  by  a  unanimous  and  hearty  vote 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Yearly  Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends,  after  solemn 
deliberation  and  thorough  discussion,  on  the  7th  of  Sixth  month,  1862. 


OLIVER  JOHNSON,)  ^_, 
JENNIE  K  SMITH,  f  ^*^**- 


IL— PEACE. 

Amidst  the  convulsions  of  the  present  time,  we  feel  it  oar  duty  to 
adhere  still  more  closely  to  our  oft-repeated  peace  testimonies. 

While  we  utterly  condemn  the  rebellious  course  of  the  South,  and 
recognize  the  constitutional  obligations  of  the  government  to  suppress  it ; 
we,  nevertheless,  feel  that,  so  far  from  the  present  warlike  state  of  the 
country  disproving  the  validity  or  saving  power  of  peace  principles,  we 
are  the  more  oonfirmed  in  the  conviction,  that  it  is  solely  their  r^ection 
which  has  involved  our  nation  in  the  present  conflict  of  blood,  and  that 
their  adoption  would  forever  render  slavery  and  war  impossible. 

Adopted  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote.  Sixth  mo.  7th,  1862. 

OLIVER  JOHNSON,  )  ^yr, 
JENNIE  K  SMITH,  ]  ^^'^ 
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in.— MEMORIAL  TO  THE  PRESIDENT. 

To  Abraham  Lincoln^  President  of  the  United  States : 

The  Religbas  Society  of  Progrefisive  Friends,  in  Yearly  Meeting  as- 
sembled, at  Longwood,  Chester  Connty,  Penn.,  from  the  6th  to  the  7th  of 
Sixth  month,  1862,  under  a  solemn  sense  of  the  perils  besetting  the 
oonntry,  and  of  the  dnty  devolving  upon  them  to  exert  whatever  inflnence 
they  possess  to  rescue  it  from  impending  destmotion,  beg  leave,  respect- 
folly  but  earnestly,  to  set  forth  for  the  consideration  of  President  Lincoln— r 

That  they  fully  share  in  the  general  grief  and  reprobation  felt  at  the 
seditious  course  pursued  in  opposition  to  the  General  Government  by  the 
so-called  ^^  Confederate  States;''  regarding  it  as  marked  by  all  the  re- 
volting features  of  high-handed  robbery,  cruel  treachery,  and  murderous 
violence,  and  therefore  utterly  to  be  abhorred  and  condemned  by  every 
lover  of  his  country,  and  every  friend  of  the  human  race. 

That,  nevertheless,  this  sanguinary  rebellion  finds  its  cause,  purpose, 
and  combustible  materials,  in  that  most  unchristian  and  barbarous  system 
of  slavery  which  prevails  in  that  section  of  the  country,  and  in  the  guilt 
of  which  the  whole  land  has  long  been  deeply  involved  by  general  com- 
plicity ;  so  that  it  is  to  be  contritely  recognized  as  the  penalty  due  to  such 
persistent  and  flagrant  transgression,  and  as  the  inevitable  operation  of  the 
law  of  eternal  justice. 

That  thus  heavily  visited  for  its  grinding  oppression  of  an  unfortunate 
race,  ^^  peeled,  meted  out,  and  trodden  under  foot,*'  whose  wrongs  have  so 
long  cried  unto  Heaven  for  redress,  and  thus  solemnly  warned  of  the  in- 
fatuation as  well  as  exceeding  wickedness  of  endeavoring  to  secure  peace, 
prosperity,  and  unity,  while  leaving  millions  to  clank  their  chains  in  the 
house  of  bondage,  the  nation,  in  its  official  organization,  should  lose  no 
time  in  proclaiming  immediate  and  universal  emancipation,  so  that  the 
present  frightful  effusion  of  blood  may  cease,  liberty  be  established,  and  a 
permanent  reconciliation  effected  by  the  removal  of  the  sole  cause  of  these 
divisions. 

That  in  his  speech  delivered  at  Springfield,  before  his  election  to  the 
office  of  Chief  Magistrate,  the  President  expressly  declared,  ^^A  house 
divided  against  itself  cannot  stand.  / heliete  this  government  cannot  endure 
permanently  half  slave  and  half  free.  I  do  not  expect  the  Union  to  be 
dissolved — ^I  do  not  expect  the  house  to  fall — but  I  do  expect  it  will  cease 
to  be  divided.    It  will  heeome  aU  one  thiTig^  or  aU  the  other,'*'* 

That  this  Society,  therefore,  urgently  unites  with  a  wide-spread  and 
constantly  increasing  sentiment  in  beseeching  the  President,  as  the  head 
of  the  nation,  clothed  with  the  constitutional  power  in  such  a  fearful 
emergency  to  suppress  the  rebellion  effectually  by  the  removal  of  its 
cause,  not  to  allow  the  present  golden  opportunity  to  pass  without  decree- 
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ing  the  ontiro  abolition  of  Blavcry  tbrongbout  the  land,  as  a  measaro  im- 
peratively demanded  by  a  due  regard  for  the  imity  of  the  country,  the 
safety  and  happiness  of  tlie  people,  the  preservation  of  free  institutions, 
and  by  every  consideration  of  justice,  mercy,  and  peace.  Otherwise,  we 
have  fearful  reason  to  apprehend  that  blood  will  continue  to  flow,  and 
fierce  dissensions  to  abound,  and  calamities  to  increase,  and  fiery  judg- 
ments to  be  poured  out,  until  the  work  of  national  destruction  is  consum- 
mated beyond  hope  of  recovery. 

The  above  Memorial,  after  thorough  deliberation  and  discussion,  was 
unanimously  adopted  by  the  Society ;  and  Thomas  Garrett,  of  Wilmington, 
T)cl.,  Alice  Eliza  TIambloton,  of  Chester  Co.,  Penn.,  and  Oliver  Johnson, 
of  Now  York,  were  appointed  delegates  to  bear  the  same  to  Washington, 
and  present  it  to  the  President  of  the  United  States.  It  was  also  agreed 
that  any  other  members  of  the  Society,  wishing  to  do  so,  might  join  these 
delegates  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty. 

Signed,  by  direction  and  on  behalf  of  the  Religions  Society  of  Pro- 
gressive Friend^^ 

OLIVER  JOHNSON,)  ^,   , 
JENNIE  K.  SMITH,  f  ^^'''*^' 
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Washinotok,  Friday,  June  20,  1862. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  National  Anti-Slavery  Standard: 

A  DELEOATioN  from  the  Religions  Society  of  Progressive  Friends,  con- 
sistiDg  of  Thomas  Gabbbtt,  Auoe  Eliza  Hamblbtok,  Oliyeb  Johnbox, 
Dinah  Mendelhall,  William  Babnabd,  and  Eliza  Agnew,  appeared 
before  the  President  this  morning  to  present  a  Memorial,  praying  him  to 
decree  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves.  The  delegates  were  severally  in- 
trodnoed  to  the  President  by  the  Hon.  David  Wilmot,  U.  S.  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania,  throngh  whose  kind  interposition  the  arrangements  for  the 
interview  had  been  previously  made.  Messrs.  William  D.  Kellbt,  Wm. 
MoBBis  Davis,  and  James  H.  Campbell,  Representatives  from  Pennsyl* 
vania  in  the  Honse,  also  accompanied  the  delegation,  feeling  a  hearty  in- 
terest in  their  mission. 

Mr.  WiLMOT  having  stated  that  the  deputation  had  come  to  present  a 
Memorial  for  the  Emancipation  of  the  Slaves,  the  President,  with  some- 
thing more  than  official  courtesy,  expressed  his  readiness  to  receive  what 
they  had  to  offer  for  his  consideration.    Oliveb  Johnson  then  said : 

"  Mr.  Pbesident  :  We  appear  before  you,  by  your  kind  permission,  not 
to  solicit  office  for  ourselves  or  our  friends,  nor  to  ask  for  any  party  or 
personal  favor,  but  in  the  interest  of  the  country  and  of  humanity.  Our 
clients  are  4,000,000  slaves,  who  cannot  speak  for  themselves,  but  only  lift 
up  their  chained  hands  in  mute  but  agonizing  supplication  for  the  freedom 
which  it  is  in  your  power,  in  this  solemn  crisis  of  the  nation's  fate,  to  con- 
fer upon  them." 

Mr.  Johnson  then  read  the  Memorial  as  printed  on  page  16. 

The  Pbesident,  having  listened  attentively  to  the  reading,  responded 
substantially  as  follows : 

As  he  had  not  been  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  Memorial  in  advance, 
he  could  not  be  expected  to  make  any  extended  remarks.  It  was  a  relief 
to  be  assured  that  the  deputation  were  not  applicants  for  office,  for  his 
chief  trouble  was  from  that  class  of  persons.  The  next  most  troublesome 
subject  was  slavery.  He  agreed  with  the  memorialists  that  slavery  was 
wrong,  but  in  regard  to  the  ways  and  means  of  its  removal,  his  views 
^^bably  differed  from  theirs.  The  quotation  in  the  memorial  from  his 
Springfield  speech  was  incomplete.  It  should, have  embraced  the  next 
sentence,  in  which  he  indicated  his  views  as  to  the  effect  upon  slavery 
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itself  of  the  resistance  to  its  extension.  That  sentence  he  recited  as  M- 
lows :  "  Either  the  opponents  of  slaverj  will  arrest  the  farther  spread  ci 
it,  and  place  it  where  the  poblio  mmd  shall  rest  in  the  belief  that  it  is  in 
the  course  of  ultimate  extinction ;  or  its  advocates  will  pnsh  it  forward 
till  it  shall  become  alike  lawful  in  all  the  States,  old  as  well  as  new,  NorUi 
as  well  as  South."  The  view  of  the  sabjeot  presented  in  this  entire  pas> 
sage  had  been  very  deliberately  expressed,  and  he  had  never  retracted  it^ 
nor  felt  any  disposition  to  do  so.  If  a  decree  of  emancipation  could 
abolish  slavery,  John  Brown  would  have  done  the  work  most  effectuaUy. 
Such  a  decree  surely  oould  not  be  more  binding  upon  the  South  than  the 
Oonstitution,  and  that  cannot  be  enforced  in  that  part  of  the  country  now. 
Would  a  proclamation  of  freedom  be  any  more  effective  ? 

The  President  having  put  this  interrogatory  as  if  he  desired  an  answer^ 
Mr.  Johnson  said : 

"  True,  Mr.  President,  the  Constitution  cannot  now  be  enforced  at  the 
South ;  but  yon  do  not  on  that  account  intermit  the  effort  to  enf(»oe  it? 
and  the  memorialists  are  solemnly  convinced  that  the  abolition  of  slavery 
is  indispensable  to  your  success." 

The  President  said  that  he  felt  the  magnitude  of  the  task  before  him, 
and  hoped  to  be  rightly  directed  in  the  very  trying  circumstances  by 
which  he  was  surrounded. 

WnxiAM  Babnabd  addressed  the  President  in  a  few  words,  expresong 
sympathy  for  him  in  all  his  embarrassments,  and  an  earnest  demre  that  he 
might,  under  Divine  guidance,  be  led  to  free  the  slaves,  and  thus  save  the 
nation.  He  referred,  by  way  of  illustration,  to  the  appeal  of  Mordecai  to 
Queen  Esther,  praying  for  her  interposition  with  the  king  for  the  salvation 
of  his  nation  from  destruction.  "  For  if  thou  altogether  boldest  thy  peace 
at  this  time,  then  shall  there  enlargement  and  deliverance  arise  to  the 
Jews  from  another  place ;  but  thou  and  thy  father^s  house  shall  be  de- 
stroyed, and  who  knoweth  whether  thou  art  come  to  the  kingdom  for  such 
a  time  as  this  ? "  Esther,  in  response  to  this  earnest  appeal,  exerted  her 
influence  successfully  for  the  salvation  of  a  whole  people.  He  hoped  that 
the  President  would  be  led  by  the  influence  of  the  Divine  Spirit  to  exert 
the  power  placed  in  his  hands  for  the  liberation  of  those  in  bonds,  and  for 
the  salvation  of  the  country.  In  that  case,  nations  yet  unborn  would  rise 
up  to  call  him  blessed,  and,  better  still,  he  would  secure  the  blessing  of  God. 

The  Pbssidbnt  responded  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Barnard  very  feeUn^j 
and  impressively,  observing  that  he  was  deeply  sensible  of  his  need  of 
Divine  assistance.  He  had  sometimes  thought  that  perhaps  he  might  be 
an  instrument  in  God^s  hands  of  accomplishing  a  great  work,  and  he  cer- 
tainly was  not  unwilling  to  be.  Perhaps,  however,  God's  way  of  accom- 
plishing the  end  which  the  memorialists  have  in  view  may  be  different 
from  theirs.  It  would  be  his  earnest  endeavor,  with  a  flrm  reliance  upon 
the  Divine  arm,  and  seeking  light  from  above,  to  do  his  duty  in  the  place 
to  which  he  had  been  called. 
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The  depntation  thereupon  withdrew,  much  gratified  hy  the  character 
of  their  reception. 

The  conservative  friends  of  the  President,  some  of  whom  happened  to 
be  present  at  the  interview,  thought  his  allusion  to  John  Brown  quite  un- 
fortunate. If  he  had  invited  reply  at  that  point,  it  might  well  have  been 
said :  "  If,  Mr.  President,  John  Brown  had  been  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  army  and  navy,  with  the  slaveholders  in  open  revolt,  he  would  not 
only  have  made  a  proclamation  of  freedom  for  the  slaves,  but  executed  it 
as  well.^^  Such  a  retort  would  have  been  most  pertinent,  and  it  is  to  be 
regretted  that  an  opportunity  for  making  it  was  not  given. 

What  influence,  if  any,  the  presentation  of  the  memorial  may  have 
exerted  upon  the  mind  of  the  President,  is  known  only  to  Him  in  whose 
hands  are  the  hearts  of  all  men,  rulers  and  ruled.  It  is  not,  however,  too 
much  to  say,  that  members  of  Congress  and  others  here,  who  have  the 
cause  of  freedom  at  heart,  have  been  not  a  little  gratified  and  encouraged 
by  the  appearance  at  the  Capital,  for  such  an  object,  of  a  deputation  from 
one  of  the  religious  bodies*  of  the  land.  One  distinguished  member  of 
Congress  said,  that  if  all  the  churches  of  the  country,  or  the  migor  portion 
of  them,  would  only  follow  the  example  of  the  Progressive  Friends,  the 
President  and  Congress  would  speedily  be  constrained  to  strike  for  the 
overthrow  of  slavery  as  the  only  way  of  putting  down  the  rebellion.  The 
inaction  of  those  who  really  desire  emancipation,  and  their  failure  to  make 
their  voice  heard  in  Washington,  leaves  those  who  administer  the  govern- 
ment to  doubt  whether  they  would  be  sustained  in  pursuing  an  anti-slavery 
policy.  The  advocates  of  half-way  measures,  on  the  other  hand,  are  clam- 
orous, making  their  voices  to  be  heard,  day  by  day,  by  the  President  and 
his  constitutional  advisers.  It  is  believed  that  if  the  sentiment  existing  at 
the  North  in  favor  of  emancipation  were  only  organized,  concentrated  and 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  government  through  the  legitimate  channeb,  it 
would  sweep  everything  before  it.  But  while  the  politicians  are  busy 
with  their  schemes,  the  mass  of  the  honest-hearted  people,  at  work  upon 
their  forms  or  in  their  shops,  take  no  sufficient  measures  to  make  their 
influence  felt  by  the  government.  Memorials  for  emancipation  should  go 
up  to  the  President  and  Congress  from  every  county  and  town  in  the  free 
States ;  and  the  religious  denominations  of  the  land,  if  they  are  not  liter- 
ally so  many  synagogues  of  Satan,  should  send  deputations  to  Washington, 
beseeching  those  in  authority,  if  they  would  save  the  country  from  utter 
destruction,  to  proclaim  the  emancipation  of  those  in  bonds.  The  White 
House  ought  to  be  besieged,  every  day,  by  the  earnest  men  and  women 
who  see  that  the  only  way  of  salvation  and  peace  is  the  way  of  universal 
liberty. 

The  Progressive  Friends  have  set  a  good  example.  May  it  be  exten- 
sively followed.  No  COMPBOMISEB. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Corrtspnirtnre. 


FROM   CHAHLE8  K.   WHIPPLE. 

Boston,  J/ay  81,  1862. 
To  the  Pennsjflvania  Yearly  Meeting  ofProgreuive  Friends : 

Dear  Brothers  and  Sisters — ^The  past  year  has  been  a  period  of 
severe  trial.  Our  beloved  Theodore  Parker  once  said;  "No  man  can 
withstand  infinite  temptation.^'  Whether  the  temptations  of  this  time 
have  been  absolutely  unconquerable  or  not,  some  of  the  Progressive 
Friends,  as  well  as  of  the  old-fashioned  stationary  Friends — some  who 
called  themselves  Peace  men,  and  some  who  called  themselves  Non-Be- 
sistants — ^bave  been  drawn  into  voluntary  cooperation  with  the  existaog 
war.  And  all  of  us  have  found  ourselves  in  such  unwonted  straits,  so  be- 
set by  antagonistic  evils,  and  so  urged  by  the  evident  necessity  of  imme- 
diate and  decisive  action,  that  we  have  joyfblly  welcomed  that  which 
seemed  to  promise  us  deliverance  from  slavery,  even  though  it  wore  the 
hideous  aspect  of  war. 

Let  me  do  justice  to  the  friends  of  Peace  who  have  taken  up  arms. 
The  temptation  has  indeed  been  immensely  great — far  greater  than  anj 
amount  of  considerations  merely  personal  could  have  produced.  Maoy 
of  those  who  have  now  gone  to  fight  and  to  kill,  and  who  have  made  the 
further  sacrifice  of  putting  themselves  under  that  personal  subjection  to 
arbitrary  power  which  enlistment  necessitates,  binding  themselves  to  obey 
officers  whose  ideas  of  right  and  duty  are  decidedly  at  variance  with  their 
own,  would,  no  doubt,  willingly  have  laid  down  their  own  lives  instead, 
could  that  sacrifice  have  availed.  Far  more  was  at  stake.  Not  only  the 
chance  of  liberty  for  the  slave  (a  very  weighty  consideration  with  those 
of  whom  I  speak),  but  the  liberties  of  all  who  sympathize  with  the 
oppressed,  the  experiment  of  democracy,  the  prospects  of  civilization  upon 
this  continent,  every  kind  and  degree  of  freedom  and  improvement^  were 
endangered.  The  war  now  waged  against  the  propagandists  of  slavery  is 
waged  against  the  very  worst  men  now  living  on  this  earth.  Their  success 
would  be  the  ruin  of  every  other  class  and  every  other  interest  among  us. 

Further :  though  Non-Resistants  become  such  from  considerations  of 
principle,  not  of  temporal  expediency,  and  though  they  are  ready  to  en- 
counter injuries  and  losses  for  duty's  sake,  yet  they  frequently  find,  in 
practice,  that  their  temporal  welfare  is  better  served  by  the  return  of  good 
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for  evil  than  by  resentment  and  violence.  Tkej  find  that  there  is  a  natural 
and  strong  tendency  in  the  soft  answer  to  tnm  away  wrath,  and  in  the 
kiss'for  a  blow,  to  disarm  their  opponents.  But,  with  their  present  an- 
tagonists, nothing  of  this  sort  is  to  be  hoped  for.  A  lifelong  tnition  under 
slavery,  and  especially  under  the  infinences  generated  by  its  propagandism, 
brings  men  as  near  the  condition  ^f  total  depravity  as  Grod^s  image, 
originally  impressed  on  them,  will  allow.  Ko  reason,  no  justice,  no  humani- 
ty, no  honesty,  no  truth,  no  repentauoe,  no  reformation  is  to  be  expected 
from  those  men.  Unless  they  are  utterly  subjugated  by  force,  or  over- 
thrown by  some  new  manifestation  of  God's  providence,  we  are  utterly 
mined,  as  far  as  this  world's  interests  are  concerned.  "Who  can  wonder 
that,  placed  in  such  an  exigency  as  this,  many  should  be  found  seriously 
to  question  whether  even  Christianity  now  requires  the  sword  to  be  put 
up  into  its  sheath  ?    I  do  not  wonder  at  it. 

Nevertheless,  the  foundation  of  Grod  standeth  sure,  and  these  doubts 
and  vacillations  spring  from  human  infirmity.  The  Gospel  is  not  abolished, 
the  rule  of  right  living  which  Jesus  gave  us  is  not  annulled,  because  of  the 
specially  trying  circumstances  in  wMcb,  from  time  to  time,  men  find  them- 
selves. 

Now,  as  heretofore,  they  that  take  the  sword  are  likely  to  perish  by 
the  sword,  and  are  sure  to  undergo  deterioration  and  corruption  in  the 
process  of  using  it.  Now,  as  heretofore,  the  overcoming  of  evil  with  evil 
is  not  only  a  forbidden  method,  but  a  method  pernicious  to  him  who 
adopts  it.  An  immense  crop  of  evils  is  to  spring  up  among  us  from  the 
exercise  of  military  power,  the  prevalence  of  military  customs,  {he  dif- 
fusion of  a  military  spirit.  Our  youth  will  be  corrupted,  not  only  by 
what  are  commonly  recognized  as  the  vices  of  the  camp,  but  by  the  habit 
of  regarding  a  military  command  as  a  binding  law,  the  habit  of  consider- 
ing the  head  of  the  army  (and  their  own  particular  officers)  as  supreme, 
the  habit  of  considering  the  action  demanded  by  these  powers  as  out  of 
the  jurisdiction  of  reason  and  conscience.  Some  of  you  who  have  suc- 
ceeded in  persuading  yourselves  that  fighting  is  admissible  "for  the  sake 
of  liberty,''  have  already  found  themselves  required  to  obey  commands 
given  by  their  superior  officers  in  the  interest  of  slavery.  The  ordinary 
church  member  finds  no  difficulty  here,  since  his  very  religion  lias  pre- 
pared him  for  easy  acquiescence  in  popular  sin,  and  especially  in  that  sys- 
tem of  slaveholding  which  his  church  has  tolerated,  practised,  and  vindi- 
cated. But  the  man  who  is  at  once  conscientious  and  enlightened  will 
see  immediately,  when  that  contingency  comes,  that  the  army  is  not  his 
place ;  that  if  he  remains  there  he  must  mutiny j  either  by  using  his  arms 
in  defence  of  liberty  and  justice  against  military  authority,  or  by  refusing 
to  obey  the  unjust  mandate.  In  the  latter  case,  he  will  fall  back  upon 
non-resistance  principles,  choose  to  suffer  wrong  rather  than  do  wrong, 
find  his  old  faith  confirmed  by  his  new  experience,  and  see  more  plainly 
than  ever  the  folly  of  expecting  Satan  to  cast  out  Satan. 
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Yon  have,  then,  to  provide,  in  the  testimonj  which,  according  to  cns- 
tom  and  duty,  you  will  utter,  not  only  for  the  maintenance  and  furtherance 
of  freedom,  but  for  due  admonition  to  yourselves  and  the  community, 
respecting  the  essentially  unchristian  character,  and  the  many  evil  and 
dangerous  tendencies,  of  war. 

Freedom  now  stands  in  a  most  critical  condition  in  this  nation.  Every 
part  of  its  theory  is  keenly  debated  by  opposing  parties,  and  slavery, 
providentially  softened  and  made  pliable,  now  waits  for  the  decision 
whether  it  shall  be  moulded  into  some  new  form,  or  utterly  abolished,  as 
it  deserves.  These  things  being  so,  you  can  hardly  fail  to  testify  in  favor 
of  immediate  emancipation,  as  against  that  system  of  gradualism  which 
our  politicians  recommend ;  in  favor  of  universal  emancipation,  instead 
of  allowing  the  continuance  of  a  portion  of  the  slaves  in  bondage ;  in 
favor  of  maintaining,  for  those  who  shall  become  free,  the  same  rights  of 
free  locomotion,  choice  of  residence  and  choice  of  occupation,  which  we 
claim  as  our  own  rights ;  and  in  favor  of  the  immediate  repeal  of  all  those 
statutes.  State  and  National,  which  have  hitherto  unjustly  discriminated 
against  the  colored  race. 

In  the  critical  condition  in  which  our  nation  now  stands  in  regard  to 
recognition  of  the  rightfulness  of  war,  and  of  the  necessity  of  maintaining 
a  permanent  naval  and  military  force,  you  can  hardly  fail  to  repeat  those 
doctrines  of  the  Prince  of  Peace  which  you  have  heretofore  uttered,  and 
to  enforce  them  by  such  lessons  as  the  present  war  has  given. 

Mo^t  men  take  it  for  granted  that  war  is  justified  and  rendered  neces- 
sary by  the  aggression  of  enemies.  Extreme  danger  is  popularly  con- 
sidered a  sufficient  reason  for  treating  enemies  with  the  very  opposite  of 
that  forgiveness  and  love  which  Christianity  requires.  And  vast  numbers 
of  men  accept  this  idea,  and  act  upon  it,  who  would  resolutely  refase  to 
avert  any  amount  of  danger  by  the  infraction  of  other  rules  enjoined  by 
the  same  authority.  How  many  men  have  joined  our  .great  national  in- 
stitution for  the  overcoming  of  evil  with  evil — not  only  actually  killing 
those  who  wished  to  kill  them,  but  contracting  to  kill  indiscriminately  to 
any  amount  ordered  by  their  superior  officers — who  would  see  clearly  the 
unjustifiableness  of  telling  a  lie,  or  of  renouncing  their  religious  faith,  or 
of  discontinuing  their  religious  woi*ship,  even  if  thereby  the  same  evils 
might  be  averted.  Vast  numbers  of  men  unhesitatingly  violate  the 
plainest  commands  of  Christ  in  the  capacity  of  soldiers,  who  would  rather 
die  than  admit  that  Christ's  commands  are  not  binding;  who  wonld 
utterly  refuse  to  purchase  any  amount  of  advantage,  or  to  avert  any 
amount  of  danger  by  setting  their  hand  and  seal  to  such  an  admission. 
Educated  by  the  popular  churches  in  a  theoretical  admission  of  the  im- 
portance of  **  faith,"  they  are  perverted  and  led  astray  by  those  same 
teachers  in  regard  to  the  proper  applications  of  that  virtue.  "They|wv- 
/es$  that  they  know  God,  but  in  works  they  deny  Him." 

Be  it  yours  to  understand  that  faith  is  a  readiness,  at  all  times,  to  risk 
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the  consequences  of  doing  right.  Be  it  yours  to  dolthe  things  that  God 
commands,  trosting  to  Him  to  bring  welfare  and  blessedness  oat  of  your 
obedience.  Be  it  yours  to  hold  up  plainly  before  the  eyes  of  men,  in  this 
time  when  it  is  commonly  denied  and  laughed  to  scorn,  the  proclamation 
of  your  continued  acceptance  of  the  Christian  rule  of  using  good,  and 
good  only,  to  overcome  evil,  conjoined  with  a  practical  adherence  to  that 
rule.  Only  in  proportion  as  men  adopt  and  act  upon  this  principle  can 
God's  kingdom  come,  and  His  will  be  done  on  earth  as  it  is  in  lieaven. 
Your  brother  and  friend, 

CHAELES  K.  WHIPPLE. 


FEOM  MONOTJBE  D.  COimrAT. 

CiNOiNNATi,  May  18,  1862. 
To  the  Progremve  IViends : 

Deab  Friends — Your  tenth  anniversary  rolls  round,  and  yet  the  ex- 
igencies of  my  work  prevent  my  accepting  your  invitation  to  participate 
in  your  communion,  and  your  discussions. 

I  am  very  sorry,  for  it  is  so  important  that  the  friends  of  Justice  should 
see  eye  to  eye  in  this  crisis.  If,  instead  of  having  H.  W.  Beecher  pulling 
Heaven  knows  whither,  and  James  Russell  Lowell  tending  Hell  knows 
where,  we  had  our  sacred  army  which  marches  under  the  banner  of  Peace 
and  her  twin  sister  Goodwill  to  man,  we  should  soon  overpower  both 
McOlellan  and  Beauregard. 

Men  and  Women  I  The  time  draws  nigh,  even  if  it  has  not  Already 
come,  when  the  friends  of  Humanity  must  make  a  direct  issue  with  the 
military  arm  in  this  wai*.  The  Union  that  requires  the  sword  to  obtain  it 
is  the  very  Union  that  needs  to  die ;  it  must  die,  sword  in  hand,  like  old 
John  Brown,  in  order  that  its  soul  may  go  marching  on. 

Are  jast  and  rational  beings  justified  in  sanctioning  a  war  which  can- 
not bring  any  but  one  of  two  results — military  victory  with  moral  defeat, 
or  moral  victory  in  exact  proportion  as  we  have  military  failure  ?  We 
know  that  our  power  over  the  Fiend  ceases  as  soon  as  resistance  at  the 
South  ceases.    Who  then  desires  to  have  the  Confederates  conquered  ? 

As  I  write,  we  are  standing  in  limbo  between  Gen.  Hunter's  procla- 
mation and  what  the  President  will  do  with  it.  And  all  that  I  feel  about 
it  I  have  put  into  this  note,  which  I  have  just  written  to  the  President : 

"  An  earnest  friend  of  the  President's,  and  of  the  country,  feels  irresisti- 
bly moved  to  address  him  in  the  following  words : 

"  The  President  cannot  annul  the  order  of  Gen.  Hunter  without  being 
pilloried  in  history  as  the  man  who  reSnslaved  nearly  a  million  human 
beings,  by  law  as  free  as  the  President  himself ;  as  much  as  if  he  had  im- 
ported every  one  of  them  from  Africa,  and  sold  them  in  the  sJave  States." 

To-night  we  hold  in  my  church  a  meeting  responding  to  Hunter,  and 
celebrating  emancipation  in  the  District.    If  Hunter's  edict  is  suffered  to 
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stand,  the  war  will  only  last  so  long  as  it  maj  be  needed  for  retriboto 
from  the  laws  we  have  so  persistently  violated. 

May  the  Good  Spirit  give  to  our  mlers  and  Generals  the  common  sense 
and  common  honesty  which  they  so  raaoh  need ;  and  may  your  meeting 
be  made  one  channel  for  its  influences.        Toors,  cordially, 

MoKOUBB  D.  OoinrAT. 


FBOM  ▲HN  EUZJl  LSB  BOBT. 

PLKA8A5T  Lakx,  lod.,  May  24, 1861 
7b  the  Pennitflvania  Year'y  Meeting  of  PrOffretHoe  J*Hend$  : 

"While  living  year  after  year  in  a  western  home,  my  interest  in  yonr 
assemblage,  and  the  objects  to  which  it  is  devoted,  continues  unabated 
The  highest  central  element  of  man's  nature,  that  which  he  ponesses 
above  and  in  addition  to  all  passions,  instincts,  and  intelleotiofia,  loiown 
ns  the  religions,  constitntes  a  bond  of  universal  brotheriiood  throng  our 
race,  and  gives  itself  expression  wherever  there  is  social  contact 

Religious  assemblages  have  a  multiplicity  of  names,  but  none  tikei 
my  mind  so  well  upon  the  summit  of  ^at  height  which  overiocto  the 
golden  valley  of  the  millennium  beyond,  as  the  one  which  rings  from  onto 
the  cover  of  the  circular  before  me — "  Progressive  Friends."  In  its  vorid- 
wide  echo  thousands  of  hearts  are  happier,  for  while  it  gives  enoonnge- 
ment  and  good  cheer  to  all,  it  is  in  obedience  to  nature's  universal  Iat- 
The  child,  which  with  effort  has  learned  to  stand  to-day,  wtlks  is  the 
youth  of  to-morrow,  but  makes  missteps ;  age  profits  by  experience,  and 
with  deliberate  decision  plants  its  foot  rightly. 

The  equal  brotherhood  of  man  is  an  idea  touching  all  the  details  of 
social  life,  and  its  application  concerns  the  mother  and  teachw  as  well  as 
the  priest  and  politician.  Its  utter  disregard  in  the  system  of  ^rerjho 
brought  the  crisis  of  to-day  with  its  atrocity  and  incredible  barbarity; 
and  in  all  available,  legitimate  means  for  its  removal,  every  lover  of  the 
race  is  ready  to  cooperate,  as  being  the  step  which  we,  as  a  nation,  m^ 
take  before  progress  can  be  made  in  other  directions. 

As  one  who  desires  that  the  right  may  everywhere  prevail, 

I  subscribe  myself, 

ANN  ELIZA  LEE  BOBI. 
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WHY  THEIR  GREEDS  DIFFERED. 

Bkddkd  in  stone,  a  toad  lived  well, 
Cold  and  content  as  toad  could  be ; 

As  safe  from  hann  as  monk  in  cell, 
Almost  as  safb  fh>m  good  was  he« 

And  ^«  What  is  life!'*  he  said,  and  dosed; 

Then,  waking,  "  Life  is  resL"  quoth  he  : 
**  Each  oreatnre  God  in  stone  nsth  doaed, 

That  each  may  have  tranqoiUity. 

"  And  Qod  himself  lies  coiled  in  stone ; 

Kor  wakes  nor  moves  to  any  call  ;| 
Each  lives  unto  himself  alone. 

And  cold  and  night  envelop  all/* 

He  said,  and  slept.    With  carions  ear, 

Close  to  the  stone,  a  serpent  lay. 
*';Ti8  false."  he  hissed  with  crafty  sneer, 

**  For  well  I  know  God  wakes  alway. 

**^  And  what  is  life  but  wakefuluess, 

To  glide  through  snares,  alert  and  wise — 

With  plans  too  deep  for  neighbors'  guess, 
And  haunts  too  close  for  neighbors'  eyes  ? 

**^  For  all  the  earth  is  thronged  with  fbes. 

And  dark  with  fraud,  and  set  with  toils: 
Each  lies  in  wait,  on  each  to  dose. 

And  Grod  is  bribed  with  share  of  spoils. " 

Hiffh  in  the  boughs  a  small  bird  ssug. 
And  marvelled  such  a  creed  could  oe. 

**  How  strange  and  false  ! ".  his  comment  rang ; 
**  For  well  I  know  that  life  is  glee. 

*^  For  all  the  plain  is  flushed  with  bloom, 
And  all  the  wood  with  music  rings, 

And  in  the  air  is  scarcely  room 
To  wave  our  myriad  flashing  wings. 

*''  And  God,  amid  his  angels  high. 

Spreads  over  all  in  brooding  joy ; 
On  great  winurs  borne,  entranced  they  lie ; 

And  all  is  bliss  witnout  alloy.'* 
'*  Ah,  careless  birdling,  say'st  thou  so  9 " 

Thus  mused  a  man,  the  trees  among : 
"*'  Thy  creed  is  wrong;  for  well  I  know 

That  life  must  not  i>e  spent  in  song. 
•**  For  what  is  life,  but  toil  of  brain. 

And  toil  of  hand,  and  strife  of  will — 
To  dig  and  forge,  with  loss  and  pain, 

The  truth  from  lies,  the  good  from  ill— 
■**  And  ever  out  of  self  to  rise 

Toward  love  and  law  and  constancy  ? 
But  with  sweet  love  comes  sacrifice, 

And  with  great  law  comes  penalty* 
***  And  God,  who  asks  s  constant  soul, 

His  creatures  tries  both  sore  and  long : 
Steep  is  the  way,  and  far  the  goal. 

And  time  is  small  to  waste  in  song." 
He  sijghed,  from  heaven  an  angel  yearned  : 

With  equal  love  his  glances  fell 
Upon  the  man  with  soul  upturned. 

Upon  the  toad  within  its  cell. 
And,  strange !  upon  that  wondrous  face 

Shone  pure  all^nstnres,  well  allied : 
There  subtlety  was  turned  to  grace, 

And  slow  content  was  glorified ; 
And  labor,  love,  and  constancy 

Pat  off  tneir  dross  and  mortal  guise. 
And  with  the  look  that  is  to  be 

They  looked  from  those  immortal  eyes. 
To  the  fSunt  man  the  angel  strong, 

Rescbed  down  from  heaven  and  shared  bis 

The  one  in  tears,  the  one  in  song, 
The  cross  was  borne  betwixt  uem  twain. 


He  sang  the  ceaseless  bliss  that  lies 
In  woodbird's  heart,  without  alloy ; 

Be  sang  the  song  of  aacrifloe : 
And  stUl  he  sang, '« ^  life  U  joy.*' 

But  how,  while  yet  be  elasped  the  pain. 
Thrilled  through  with  bibs  the  angel  smiled, 

1  know  not,  with  my  human  brain, 
Nor  how  the  two  ne  reconciled. 

Eldea  Sfboat  Bandoi^k. 


THE  DAY  OF  GOD. 

All  blessings  wslk  with  onward  fiset ; 

No  day  dawns  twice,  no  night  comes  baek ; 
The  car  of  doom,  or  slow  or  fleet. 

Rolls  down  an  unretuming  track. 

What  we  have  been,  we  cannot  be ; 

Forward,  inexorable  Fate 
Points  mutely  to  her  own  decree. 

Beyond  her  hour  is  all  too  late. 

God  reaps  His  judgment-field  to-day, 
And  sifts  the  darnel  from  the  wheat ; 

A  whirlwind  sweeps  the  chaff  away, 
And  flre  the  refuge  of  deceit. 

Once  in  a  centunr  only  blooms 

The  flower  of  fortune  so  sublime 
As  now  hanga  budded  o'er  the  tombt 

Of  the  great  fiithers  of  old  time. 
Eternal  Justice  sits  on  hiffh, 

And  gathers  in  her  awful  scales 
Our  ahame  and  glory— SUvery's  lie 

And  Freedom^s  starry  countervails. 

When  falls  her  sword,  as  fall  it  must 

In  red  Bellona's  fLery  van. 
Let  the  old  anarch  bite  the  dust. 

And  rise  the  rescued  rights  of  Man. 

In  vain  a  nation's  bloody  sweat. 

The  sob  of  myriad  hearts  in  vain, 
If  the  scotched  snake  may  live  to  set 

Its  venom  in  our  flesh  again. 

Priests  of  an  altar  fired  once  more 

For  Freedom  in  His  awful  name, 
Who  trod  the  wine-press,  dripping  gore. 

And  gave  the  Law  in  lurid  flame — 
Oh,  not  in  human  wrath,  that  wreaks 

Revenge  for  wrong,  and  blood  for  blood 
Not  in  the  fiery  will  that  seeks 

Brute  power  in  battle's  stormy  flood — 

Go  forth,  redeemers  of  a  land, 

Sad,  stem,  and  fearless  for  the  Lord, 
Solemn  and  calm,  with  firm  right  hand 

Laid  to  the  sacrificial  sword. 
The  lords  of  treason  snd  the  whip 

Have  called  you  to  the  dread  appeal. 
From  the  loud  cannon's  fevered  lip. 

And  the  wide  flaah  of  bristling  steel. 
If  now  the  echo  of  that  voice 

Shake  down  their  prison-house  of  wrong,      ^ 
They  have  their  own  perfidious  choice ; 

For  God  is  good,  and  Truth  is  strong. 

Their  steel  draws  lightning,  snd  the  bolt 
But  fires  their  own  volcanic  mine ; 

God  in  their  vineyard  of  Bevolt 
Treads  out  his  sacramental  wine.  j 

Be  this  our  conquest, — as  they  gave 
Their  all  to  Treason  and  the  Chain, 

We  snap  the  fetter  from  the  slave. 
And  make  our  sole  revenge  their  gain  1 

Gboroi  S.  BysLnoH. 
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OUR  WATCHWORD. 
SoflenriD  bt  Mns  Anna  E.  Diokiii80ii*8  Lio- 

TinUt  AT  NlWFOBT,  R.  I. 

Ws  need  a  watchword  fbr  our  boeto, 
A  watchword  for  eaoh  noble  band, 

To  take  the  place  of  all  our  boaata. 
To  All  the  air,  to  sweep  the  strand, 

To  sound  mid  Maine's  cathedral  pines, 

Or  where  gold-shored  Padlic  shines— 
A  watchword  for  oar  nughtj  land. 

It  mnst  be  strong ;  a  word  to  thrill 

The  slowest  pulse  that  ever  beat, 
To  Are  the  heart'a  deep  citadel 

With  qnenohloM,  solemn  passion-heat ; 
So  strong  that  women,  weaK  before. 
May  grow  more  brave  than  knights  of  yore, 

When  they  that  word  of  strength  repeat. 

It  must  be  lasting ;  cannon  tones 
May  shake  the  earth  and  then  be  sUll, 

And  nationa*  passions,  nations'  groans. 
Cease  quickly  as  the  night  wind's  thrill ; 

This  word  most  last,  most  like  the  sea 

That  sonndeth  on  eternally. 
With  unexhausted,  boundless  will. 

And  pure— that  we  mav  never  ahrink 
To  name  it  in  our  holiest  pniver; 

80  pure,  that  we  may  never  think 
That  word  too  mean  for  God  to  hear,   . 

And  white-winged  angels,  as  they  stoop 

To  gather  hymns  of  mortals  up, 
May  smile  to  find  our  watchword  there. 

And  high — our  noblest  must  not  rise 
Above  it,  in  their  highest  thought ; 

And  old,  that  proudest  memories 
May  in  its  utterance  be  inwrought; 

And  olear,  that  all  the  world  may  know 

Who  is  our  friend,  who  is  our  foe, 
For  whom  and  why  the  field  is  fought. 

And  brief;  the  dving  mnst  have  time 
To  speak  it  with  their  dying  breath, 

Mid  shock  and  roar  and  bloodV  sltrae, 
And  mists  that  hide  the  plam  of  death  ; 

Brief,  that  eaoh  baby's  lips  may  be 

Taught  to  pronounce  it  perfectly 
For  its  first  article  of  faith. 

They  who  have  met  us,  steel  to  steel, 
Raised  a  new  flog  their  curse  to  be, 

Have  chosen  well ;  we  hear  it  peal 
Above  their  loudest  battery : 

We  read  il  in  the  deeds  that  sname 

Columbia's  soil,  the  Christian  name — 
They  shriek  it,  shout  it,  *'  Slavery." 

Give  us  a  word  to  silence  theirs. 

As  summer  forces  winter  back. 
As  daylight,  borne  on  eastern  airs. 

Exiles  tlie  night- power,  ^rlm  and  black, 
That  our  watchword  may  fill  the  earth. 
And  theirs  may  have  no  second  birth 

Along  our  conquering  army's  track. 

There's  but  one  word  in  every  tongue 
So  lasting,  pure,  so  clear,  so  high, 

80  short  to  speak,  bo  wondrous  strong ; 
We  choose  it  for  our  battle-cry  ; 

And  **  Freedom  I  Freedom ! "  evermore 

Shall  lead  our  hosts  from  shore  to  shore, 
And  fill  with  holier  light  our  sky. 

Ellbi  Mubrat. 


"LET  MY  PEOPLE  GO.* 

THE  BONO  OF  THB  SLATIB*  HOPE.- 

A  mrxinTB  in  the  midnight !    Hark  ! . 
The  whisper  of  a  tremulous  hope 
The  battle's  earthquake  tramp  may  opr 

The  bondman's  dungeon,  deep  and  daxk ! 

Old  smothered  heart-beats  leaping  out 
Almoet  to  utterance,  old  despair 
Catching  new  breath  in  quiciened  ur— 

The  indrawn  breath  of  Freedom's  shout ! 

A  quick  thought  gleaming  in  the  night- 
Orion's  sword  b^  daylight  sheathed  1— 
A  voice  to  morning  never  breathed. 

The  lark-song  of  an  inward  light ! 

Long  ere  this  glow  of  lurid  dawn. 
One  sleepless  eye,  one  listening  ear, 
In  gloom  could  see,  in  silenoe  hear, 

The  whispered  hope,  and  sword  aD<famwiL 

By  broad  Missouri's  winding  wave, 
By  slow  Savannah's  heavy  flood, 
On  fair  Potomac  dashed  with  blood, 

Sings  low  the  long-enduring  slave. 

Old  songs,  the  heir-looms  of  old  tinie, 
The  awrul  words  that  smote,  erewhile,. 
The  crested  Dragon  of  the  Nile, 

Preluding  Israel's  march  sublime. 

In  Plagues,  the  tenfold  scourge  of  God, 
Vermin  and  blight— all  loamsome  thu^ 
Commissioned  by  the  King  of  kings— 

Obedient  to  the  Prophet's  rod — 

With  blood  and  hail  and  lightning^glov, 
And  darkness  deeper  than  the  tomb, 
Came  down  the  trumpet  voice  of  dooai, 

"  Proud  monarch  I  let  my  people  go ! " 

Not  till  the  robber's  land  was  abom 
Of  all  her  glory  and  her  power. 
And  judgment  rang  its  final  hour 
In  death-groans  of  the  earliest  bora ; 
Nor  till  the  Red  sea's  refluent  wave 
Rolled  in  eternal  overthrow 
The  pomp  and  pride  of  Pharaoh- 
Came  full  deliverance  to  the  slave. 

The  fire  and  blood  and  reptile  swarm 
Are  on  the  land  of  bouaage  now. 
The  Judgment  Angel's  lowering  brow 

Portends  the  final  thunder  storm ; 

While  mutters  in  the  sulphurous  dond 
The  summons  **  Let  my  people  go  I " 
Slaves  in  their  cabin  chant  it  low, 

And  red-mouthed  cannon  shont  it  loa(L 

How  long,  avenging  God  I  how  long 
Must  rise  the  old  predictive  wail, 
Mnst  fall  the  lightning  and  the  bail, 

Ere  dance  the  Freed  to  Miriam's  aong  I 

The  murmur  deepens  to  a  cry. 
Thought  leaps  to  utterance  like  a  sword 
Of  fire  unsheathing  for  the  Lord, 

And  Freedom  calls  to  do  or  die ! 

The  slave  has  hope !  then  hope,  m^soal. 
No  steed  to  slaughter  drives  amain 
Bat  where  God  holds  the  bridle-rein; 

He  calls  from  battle's  thunder-roll, 

**  Ere  all  the  first-bom  feel  the  blow, 
And  War's  Red  Sea  forever  whelnis 
The  glory  of  your  banded  realms. 

Arise!  ana  let  my  people  go  I " 

Gb(«ob  8.  BcBiH»«* 
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"THY  WILL  BE  DONE." 

Bt  CAROLINK  A..  MASON. 

I  ru\Y,  with  ineok  hands  on  my  breftst, 
*'  Thy  will  be  done,  thy  kingdom  come," 
But  shouldst  thou  cnll  my  dear  ones  homo, 

Should  1  still  Rfty,  **'Ti8  best ; 
Thy  will  bo  done  ? " 

I  cr»nnot  tell.    I  probe  my  heart 
With  sharpest  instruments  of  paiu, 
And  listen  if  the  sweet  refrain 

Still  wells  up  through  the  smart — 
*'Thy  wUI  be  done." 

I  cAunot  tell.    I  yield  the  quest, 
Content  if  only  day  by  day 
My  God  shall  give  me  grace  to  sny, 

•'  Father,  thou  knowest  best ; 
Thy  will  be  done." 

lie  gives  no  strength  for  coming  ill 

Until  its  advent.    Then  ho  rolls 

His  love  in  on  his  waiting  souls. 
Sure  of  their  sweet  '*  Thy  will. 
Thy  will  be  done." 

*»  Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread  ;" 
So  prayed  the  Christ,  and  so  will  L 
Fattier,  my  daily  need  supply  ; 

I  shall  not  go  unfed. 

"  Thy  will  be  done." 

Thv  will  bo  done.    Take  aught  away 
•thou  seost  needful.    Give  aught— health 
Or  sickness,  penury  or  wealth — 

Only  give  strength  to  say, 

♦*  Thy  will  be  done." 

And  should  those  flory  trials  come 
1  wot  of.  Thy  dear  word  I'll  trust 
To  help  me  bear  whnte'er  I  must. 

And  say,  all  murmurs  dumb, 

"  Thy  will  bo  done." 

And  when,  with  solemn  care,  some  day. 
Sweet  friends  my  dying  eyes  shall  close, 
Hear  my  last  prayer,  and  give  to  those 

1  love  best  strength  to  say, 

*'  Thy  will  bo  done." 


DOING  WITHOUT  IT. 

BY  CHARLES  O.  AMES. 

TvK  found  some  wisdom  in  my  quest 
That^s  richly  worth  retailing : 

I've  learned  that  where  one  docs  his  best, 
There  is  no  harm  in  failing. 

I  thought  to  gather  wealth  untold, 
And  made  my  boast  about  it ; 

My  wit  and  toil  bring  little  gold, 
But  1  can  do  without  it. 

I  said,  **  The  world  shall  hear  my  name. 
And  down  the  ages  shout  it !  " 

I  shall  not  win  the  bauble,  fame, 
But  I  can  do  without  it. 

Another  thing  I've  had  to  prove, 
Though  much  I  used  to  doubt  it ; 

One  cai?t  be  sure  of  human  love. 
But  one  can  do  without  it. 

I  saw  the  world  with  Wrong  o'ergrown, 

And  sot  mvself  to  rout  it ; 
Some  age  will  see  it  overthrown. 

So  I  can  die  without  it. 

1  thought  to  know  Philosophy, 

And  tell  the  world  about  it : 
My  plummet  will  not  sound  the  sea ; 

My  ship  can  sail  without  it. 


THE    LOTUS  -  PLANTER. 

BY  THEODORE  TILTOS. 

A  Brahmin  on  a  lotus- pod 
Ouoo  wrote  the  holy  name  of  God. 
Then,  planting  it,  he  asked  in  praver 
yor  some  new  fruit,  unknown  and  &ir. 

A  Slave  near  by,  who  bore  a  load. 

Fell  fainting  on  the  dusty  road. 

The  Brahmin,  pitying,  straightway  ran 

And  lifted  up  the  fallen  man. 

The  deed  scarce  done,  he  stood  agbaat 

At  touching  one  beneath  his  caste. 

"  Behold,"  he  cried,  "  I  am  unclean ; 

My  hands  have  clasped  the  vile  and  mean !  "^ 

God  saw  the  siiadow  on  his  face, 
And  wrought  a  miracle  of  grace. 
The  buried  seed  arose  fmm  death, 
And  bloomed  and  fruited  at  Hia  breath. 

The  stalk  bore  up  a  leaf  of  green, 
Whereon  these  mystic  words  were  seen : 
"  fmst,  count  men  all  or  equal  caste-^ 
Then,  count  thyself  the  least  and  law.'* 
The  Brahmin,  with  bewildered  brain. 
Beheld  the  will  of  God  writ  plain. 
!      Transfigured  then  in  sudden  light, 
j      The  Slave  stood  sacred  in  his  si^ht ! 
!      Thereafter  in  the  Brahmin's  breast 
Abode  God's  peace,  and  he  was  West. 


THE  WILL  FOR  THE  DEED. 

BY   CAROLINE    M.   MASON. 

No  sword  have  1,  no  battle-blade 
Nor  shining  spear  ;  how  shall  I  aid 
My  Country  in  her  great  crusade! 

I  cannot  sow  with  gold  the  sod, 
Like  dragons'  teeth,  and  from  the  clod 
See  arnjed  men  rise,  battle-shod. 

I  may  not  st^nd  in  mart  or  hall, 
And  shout  aloud  great  Freedom's  call: 
*'  Come  to  the  rescue,  one  and  alll " 

I  am  a  woman,  weak  and  slight- 
No  voice  to  plead,  no  arm  to  fight- 
Yet  burning  to  support  the  Right. 

How  shall  I  aid  my  Country's  cause? 
How  help  avenge  her  trampled  laws? 
Alas  I  my  woman's  heart  makes  pause. 

With  oil  and  wine  1  may  not  go 
Wliere  wouuded  men  toss  to  and  fro, 
Beneath  the  invader's  hand  laid  low. 

My  little  child  looks  up  to  me. 
And  lisps  a  stronger,  mightier  plea; 
God  wills  where  he  is  1  should  be. 

Ah  !  well,  I  am  not  needed.    He 
Who  knows  my  heart,  perchance  forme 
Has  other  work  than  I  now  see. 
"  They  also  serve  who  stand  and  wait,*^ 
Oh,  glorious  words,  and  not  too  late. 
My  soul  accepts  her  humbler  fiite, 

Content  to  serve  in  any  way- 
Less  than  the  least— it  so  I  may 
But  hail  the  dawning  of  that  day 

When  my  beloved  land  shall  rise, 
And  shout  as  one  man  to  the  skiea, 
Lo!  FreesJ9rai4i>'«^%Brf:^igl^iw' 
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The  Elsventh  Yearlt  Mestino  of  the  Beugious  Societt  oj 
PsooRESsiTB  Fbibnds  coDTened  at  Longwood,  Chester  Co.,  Penn.,  on 
Fifth-day,  the  4th  of  Sixth  month,  1863,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M.  The 
meeting-house  was  well  filled. 

The  exercises  of  the  occasion  commenced  with  singing  the  hymn  : 

"  Let  us,  with  a  joyfnl  miud, 
Praise  the  Lord,  for  ho  is  Isind ; 
For  his  mercies  shall  endare. 
Ever  faitlifhl,  ever  sure." 

Selections  from  the  Scriptures  were  read  by  Oliver  Johnson  ; 
after  which  Josiah  Bond  offered  fervent  prayer  for  the  Divine  pres- 
ence and  guidance  in  all  our  proceedings. 

Oliver  Johnson,  one  of  the  Clerks,  then  read  the  Call  of  the 
meeting,  as  follows : 

The  Keligions  Society  of  Progressive  Friends  will  hold  its  Eleventh  Yearly 
Meeting  at  Longwood,  Chester  County,  Pa.,  commencing  on  Fifth-day  (Thursday), 
the  4th  of  Sixth  month  (June),  1868,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  continuing  two  or 
three  days. 

The  Progressive  Friends  are  not  associated  upon  any  theolog^ical  or  ecclesiastical 
basis,  but  attracted  by  a  common  desire  to  promote  their  own  moral  and  spiritual 
improvement,  and  to  labor  for  the  promotion  among  mankind  of  whatsoever  things 
are  just,  beneficent,  and  pure.  It  is  their  aim  to  maintain  Arocdom  of  inquiry, 
thought,  and  speech ;  to  be  hospitable  to  new  ideas,  proving  all  things  and  holding 
fast  that  which  is  good;  to  deliver  themselves  and  others  from  the  benumbing 
power  of  superstition,  sectarianism,  and  pricstcrafl ;  to  open  their  hearts  fVeely  to  all 
Divine  and  ennobling  inspirations,  giving  heed  to  the  spirit  more  than  to  the  letter; 
and  to  exert  their  whole  moral  influence,  as  individuals  and  as  on  association,  for 
the  overthrow  of  every  system  of  injustice  and  fraud,  and  the  upbuilding  of  all 
that  tends  to  promote  the  highest  welfare  of  the  human  family. 

The  measure  of  success  which  has  attended  our  labors  as  a  Religious  Society 
during  the  last  ten  years,  to  say  nothing  of  the  great  enjoyment  we  have  had  in 
them,  encourages  us  to  persevere  in  the  good  work.  And  now,  when  our  country 
ia  involved  in  all  the  disasterB  and  perils  of  a  bloody  struggle  for  the  overthrow  of 
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•lareiy  and  the  preforratlon  of  free  insUtntlont,  the  duty  of  Uboring  fbr  the  diffift- 
•ion  of  the  priDoipIee  on  which  oar  aesociaUon  is  founded  seems  more  than  ever 
Imperative.  We  therefore  invite  all  who  cherish  those  prindples  to  meet  end  eo- 
operate  with  as. 

OijyxB  JoHifsoN,  Mabt  Lukdt  Babnabd, 

Jknkix  K.  Surra,  Tbkodobb  Tiltov, 

William  Babnabd,  Hannah  Cox, 

BIabt  p.  Wilson,  Sarah  M.  Babnaiid, 

Maria  Aonkw,  Edwin  H.  Coatxs, 

Hknbt  M.  Smitb,  Susanna  P.  Cbambzbs, 

Dinah  Mxndinball,  Allxn  Aonxw, 

Alfbxd  U.  Lots,  Anmh  M.  Stambagb. 

Olitbr  Johnson  made  a  few  remarks  upon  the  origin,  hbtoiy, 
and  peculiar  basis  of  the  Sooietj  of  Progressive  Friends,  expressing 
the  conviction  that  it  grew  out  of  a  legitimate  want,  deeply  fait  bj 
those  who  organised  it ;  that  it  had,  in  a'  good  degree,  served  the 
purpose  fdr  which  it  was  made ;  and  that  there  was  still  a  wide  fidd 
of  usefulness  opened  before  it.  He  expressed  the  hope  that  we  should 
witness  in  our  proceedings,  not  the  mechanical  uniformity  which  comes 
of  assent  to  creeds  and  forms,  but  the  oneness  of  spirit  which  bringB 
into  harmonious  cooperation  in  works  of  righteousness  people  of 
every  variety  of  theological  opinions. 

Thbodork  D.  Wild,  and  Hiram  P.  Gbozier  (pastor  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Society  in  Huntingdon,  L.  I.),  spoke  very  impressively  in 
further  illustration  of  the  same  topic,  and  showing  the  great  advin- 
tages  and  benefits  of  a  religious  organization  untrammelled  by  creeds 
and  forms. 

The  following  hymn  was  then  sung : 

**  How  Uest  the  sacred  tie  that  hinds 
In  anion  aweet  aooordani  minds  I 
How  swift  the  heavenly  oonrse  they  run, 
Whose  hearts,  whose  fUtb,  whose  hopes  are  one  I 

**  To  each  the  soal  of  each  how  dear ! 
What  tender  love,  what  holy  ftar ! 
How  doth  the  generons  flame  within 
Beflne  fVom  earth,  and  oteanse  flrom  sin  1 

**  Nor  shall  the  glowing  ilamea  expire, 
When  dimly  bnms  fVail  naturals  fire; 
Then  ahall  they  meet  in  realms  above, 
A  heaven  of  joy,  a  heaven  of  love.'' 

Alfred  H.  Lovb  spoke  at  length  of  the  important  work  devolv* 
ing  upon  the  Society  at  the  present  crisis,  and  of  the  necessity  of  leid 
and  fidelity  therein. 
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The  following  persons  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  settle  with 
the  Treasurer  for  last  year,  and  to  nominate  a  Treasurer  and  Clerks 
for  the  year  to  come:  Mabt  P.  Wilson,  Thomas  Hamblxton, 
Thomas  Worrall,  Sarah  M.  Barnard,  William  Walters. 

The  following  persons  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  prepare 
bosiness  for  the  consideration  of  the  meeting,  as  way  may  open : 
Samubl  Mters,  Alios  Eliza  Hamblkton,  Oliter  Johnson,  Alfred 
H.  LoYB,  Caroline  M.  Bollins^  William  Bradlet,  Annie  Stam- 

BAGH,  JOSIAH  WiLSOlf. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  nominate  Clerks  presented  the 
names  of  Oliyeb  Johnson  and  Mart  Ann  Fulton,  and  they  were 
appointed  to  serve  as  Clerks  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  following  communication  from  beloyed  Mends,  long  and 
elosely  identified  with  this  Society,  was  read . 

Nbab  Mount  Pleasant,  Hbnbt  Co.,  Iowa,  Filth  mo.  20, 1868. 
7b  the  Pennsylvania  Yearly  Meeting  qf  Progreenve  Friends: 

Fbom  oar  home  on  the  broad  prairies  of  the  g^reat  Mississippi,  where  wild  flow- 
en  (God^s  heantifal  messengers)  are  springing  up  onder  our  feet,  we  send  yon  our 
word  of  affectionate  remembrance.  We  had  hoped  to  be  with  you  in  the  real  pres- 
ence, bat  oar  wings  are  dipped,  we  cannot  fly.  Some  one  who  knew  said :  *'  To 
the  son!  all  matter  is  a  vacaam,  and  the  soul  nins  through  it  as  electricity  rons 
through  iron.'*  With  the  wings  of  the  mind  we  will  pass  over  mountains  and  rivers, 
and  be  in  sympathy  with  all  those  who  **open  their  hearts  to  divine  and  ennobling 
inspirations."  Time  confirms  our  cherished  conviction,  that  dependence  upon  the 
revealed  will  of  the  Infinite  God  brings  man  into  sympathy  with  his  fellow  man, 
and  promotes  his  highest  happiness.  Those  who  make  rigJU  their  standard  of  duty  ■ 
will  realize  the  greatest  enjoyment  The  true  Chnrok  is  not  a  sect.  Its  membexB 
are  the  pure,  the  earnest,  the  charitable,  the  good. 

There  is  a  great  oak  by  the  wayside  near  the  Longwood  meeUng-house.  It 
stands  a  representative  of  other  centuries,  when  the  American  continent  knew  not 
the  cupidity  of  the  "  pale  faces."  The  probability  is,  that  when  you  meet,  the 
wide-spreading  branches  of  that  old  forest  tree  will  be  enriched  with  a  new  foliage. 
Of  the  thousands  of  new  leaves  no  two  will  be  found  alike.  There  is  one  law  to 
which  all  trees  are  subject :  the  circulation  of  sap— the  law  of  growth.  The  whole 
congregation  may  go  by  turns  and  stand  at  the  base  of  that  tree,  and  yet  no  one  of 
them  all  will  hear  the  flow  of  the  inner  life ;  the  result  we  can  see  in  Uvinff  beauty. 
Tou  anticipate  the  point.  Language  is  too  poor  to  illustrate  the  beauty  and  wisdom 
of  the  perfect  law  of  the  Lord,  who  allows  human  beings  to  be  dissimilar  in  theo- 
logical sentiments,  while  at  the  same  time  they  are  subject  to  the  law  of  growth,  and 
the  incorporation  of  the  elements  of  mercy,  love,  and  justice  into  the  structure  of 
their  souls. 

The  frightful  effusion  of  human  blood  is  not  yet  ttayed.    Great  sorrow  is  in 
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mftnj  ft  boaBehold.  With  those  who  are  made  to  mourn  we  tenderly  sjmpalhia. 
Slavery,  the  cavH  of  this  fearful  conflict,  though  pierced  and  gapping,  is  not  ye( 
dead.  We  were  rejoiced  to  hear  of  your  delegation  to  the  President,  inToldng  a 
proclamation  of  liberty  throughout  the  Und  to  those  so  long  in  cruel  bonds. 
Others  followed  your  example.  We  must  still  toil.  AhaU  no  ^art  taUil  ewmy 
/«Uir  it  broken  from  iU  Vimht  of  evtrff  slavt.  We  hope  the  day  is  not  Tery  &r 
distant  when  slavery  will  be  utterly  overthrown,  and  when  the  naUons  will  lean 
war  no  more.  Through  futhftilness  to  the  light  we  are  enabled  to  see  new  tnzthi 
that  are  waiting  to  bo  revealed.  As  the  tree  sends  out  a  new  and  ki^ksr  branch,  a 
branch  that  grows  nearer  the  sun,  so  other  Xestimonies  will  be  given  to  the  fidthfiol, 
which  they  do  not  now  see,  but  which  will,  in  the  life  of  a  higher  spirituality,  ena- 
ble them  to  bear  more  perfect  fruit 

Dear  friends,  may  your  meeting  be  characterised  by  earnest  devotion  to  tfas 
cause  of  God  and  humanity.  We  have  thought,  sometimes,  that  unprofitable  criti- 
dsm  and  debate  marred  the  solemnity  of  such  oooasions.  We  were  glad  to  learn  of 
the  anticipated  presence  of  our  beloved  friend,  Tbeodorb  D.  Wkld,  wboms  devotion 
to  the  cause  of  the  oppressed  has  rendered  his  name  very  dear  to  us  for  many  yean. 
Blessed  will  all  those  be  who  hear  the  sighing  of  the  poor  and  needy,  and  seek  to 
relieve  them ;  who  remember  the  outcast,  the  victims  of  intemperance,  licentious- 
ness, and  crime ;  who  make  the  hearts  of  the  widow  and  the  oiphan  to  leap  for  joy, 
and  who  seek,  in  s  spirit  of  trustful  dependence  upon  the  Divine  Author  of  slloar 
sure  mercies,  to  build  up  in  the  world  the  pure  and  peaoeabie  kingdom  of  Christ 
Though  we  may  not  aU  see  you  again  in  the  body,  we  pray  that  wherever  our  loU 
may  be  cast,  we  may  be  faithful  and  true.  Farewell !  May  grace,  mercy,  and  peace 
be  with  us  all.  Sabah  B.  Dcodaub, 

Bute  Dcodauc, 
Joseph  A.  Duodals. 

An  appropriate  hymn  having  been  sung,  Hiram  P.  Crozisb  de- 
livered a  discourse  on  **  The  True  Church,"  in  which  were  set  forth, 
very  impressively,  the  principles  of  religious  association  embraced  by 
Progressive  Friends.  The  meeting  subsequently,  by  a  vote,  requested 
the  author  to  furnish  a  copy  of  the  discourse  for  publication  with  our 
proceedings.     The  request  was  kindly  complied  with. 

Bemarks,  suggested  by  the  discourse,  were  offered  by  Thsodobx 
D.  Wbld,  0.  Darlinqton,  Caroline  M.  Rollins,  William  Bradlet, 
EusEBius  Barnard,  Caleb  S.  Jackson,  and  Samuel  Mtbrs. 

The  session  closed,  after  the  singing  of  an  appropriate  hymn. 

SECOND  DAT. 

Communications,  expressing  an  interest  in  the  principles  of  the 
Society,  and  urging  its  members  to  fidelity  thereto,  were  read  from 
Dr.  J.  E.  Snodorass,  of  New  York  City,  and  Samuel  Kssse,  of 
Peru,  Clinton  Co.,  N.  Y. 
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A  hymn  was  sung,  beginning  thos : 

"  Do  good,  do  good  I  there's  erer  a  way, 
A  way,  where  there^s  ever  a  will** 

Tbe  Committee  appointed  to  settle  with  the  Treasurer  reported, 
that  the  amount  of  money  received  was  $111.36;  amount  expended, 
$97.19;  baknce  on  hand,  $14.17. 

Thbodobs  D.  Wsld,  by  invitation  of  the  meeting,  read  the  first 
portion  of  a  discourse  on  ''  Trutb  and  its  Hindbakoes,"  reserybg 
the  remainder  till  the  afternoon  session. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  meeting  opened  with  singing  the  hymn  : 

*'  There's  a  bright,  glorious  dawniog 
For  the  newooming  day.'' 

The  meeting  proceeded  to  collect  the  money  needed  for  the  uses 
of  the  Society  during  the  current  year.  The  sum  of  $96.00  was 
contributed. 

Theodorb  D.  Wbld  resumed  and  finished  the  reading  of  his  dis- 
course on  "  Tbuth  and  its  Hindbancbs."  It  was  heard  with  pro- 
found interest  by  the  whole  assembly,  and  a  general  desire  was  felt 
for  its  publication  with  our  proceedings ;  but  the  author  was  unwill- 
ing that  it  should  appear  in  print  without  some  modifications,  which 
could  not  seasonably  be  made. 

The  lines  of  Whittier, 

•*  We  wait  beneath  the  fhmaoe  bUut,"  etc., 
were  sung. 

A  testimony  on  '<  Beligious  Association,"  reported  by  the  Busi- 
ness Committee,  after  a  deeply  interesting  discussion,  was  adopted 
by  a  unanimous  vote.  The  friends  who  spoke  on  the  subject  were : 
Olitzb  Johnson,  Thomas  Hamblbton,  Josiah  Bond,  Chandleb 
Dabungton,  William  Babnabd,  Samuel  Mtebs,  Lbyi  Coatbs, 
William  Llotd,  Samuel  Mabshall,  J.  W.  Thobne,  James  Walk- 
BB,  William  Bbadlbt. 

The  session  closed  with  singing  the  song, 

<*  There*8  a  good  Ume  ooming.'* 
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THIBD  DAT. 

Hart  Ann  Fulton,  one  of  the  Clerks,  being  absent,  Jinnii  E. 
SiOTB'was  appointed  CleA  pro  tern. 
The  Bong, 

**  Kind  words  can  never  die,'* 

was  song,  and  Samuel  Harshai^l  uttered  a  few  words  of  prajer. 

A  Testimony  on  "  The  SlaTeholders'  Eebellion,"  reported  bjthe 
Bnsinees  Committee,  was  taken  vp,  and,  after  remarks  by  C.  Dab- 
LiNGTON-,  Oliteb  Johnson,  and  Thbodorb  D.  Weld,  unanimously 
adopted. 

A  Memorial  to  Congress  for  an  aot  of  Universal  Emancipation, 
reported  by  the  Business  Committee,  was  next  considered,  and,  after 
remarks  by  C.  DARLnroroN,  J.  W.  Thorns,  Samuel  Htbrs,  Thomas 
Hamblston,  Eusebius  Barnarb,  Samubl  Marshall,  Thbobori  D. 
Weld,  Oliybr  Johnson,  and  Josiah  Bond,  nnanimonsly  adopted. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  beautifiil  song,  **  A  Light  in  the  Window,"  was  song. 

The  Testimony,  from  the  Business  Committee,  in  relation  to  tiie 
duties  we  owe  to  the  Freedmen  of  the  South,  was  then  taken  up; 
and  Frances  D.  Gaob,  formerly  of  Ohio,  and  just  from  South  Caro- 
lina, where  she  had  spent  sereral  months  in  labors  for  the  recently 
emancipated  slaves,  gave  a  heart-stirring  account  of  her  ezperienoes 
among  them,  and  of  their  condition  and  needs.  Her  address  made 
a  very  deep  impression  upon  the  audience,  and  was  followed  by  the 
singing  of  Whittier's  song, ''  The  Negro  Boatmen.'' 

Alcina  Wilhelm  made  a  yeiy  earnest  address,  after  which 
Oliter  Johnson  proposed  that  a  contribution  be  taken  up  for  the 
support  of  Mart  E.  Caqe  (daughter  of  Frances  D.  Cage),  now  em- 
ployed as  a  teacher  among  the  Freedmen  of  Paris  Island,  S.  C.  The 
proposition  was  heartily  responded  to.  One  yenerable  man,  eighty 
years  of  age,  who  had  listened  with  deep  emotion  to  the  statements 
of  Mrs.  Cage,  arose  and  said :  *^  Friends,  you  know  that  I  hare 
neither  houses  nor  lands,  nor  much  money ;  but  I  feel  that  I  must 
f^ve  something  for  this  good  object  Here  is  a  watch,  my  compan- 
ion for  many  years,  and  to  which  I  feel  no  slight  attachment.  I  ask 
Mrs.  Gage  to  accept  it  as  the  donation  of  an  old  man,  deeply  inter- 
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erted  in  her  kbors-fbr  the  improTemeitt  and  aleyation  of  the  em&noi* 
pated  bondmeo.  She  maj,  periiaps,  be  able  to  sell  it ;  if  not,  perhaps 
it  may  be  usefal  to  her  daughter,  and  of  some  ralne  as  a  memento." 
These  words,  nttered  wil^  eyident  sincerity,  and  with  the  tremulons* 
ness  of  age,  moved  ike  crowded  assembly  to  tears^^  After  remarks 
by  Samubl  Marshall  and  Mabt  A.  W.  Jobnson,  a  oontribntion 
was  taken  np,  amounting  to  $160.00,  to  eoHstitute  a  '^  Teacher's 
Fund ; "  and  a  Oommittee,  consisting  of  Aliob  Eliza  Hamblitoit, 
EsTHBB  Rakesibaw,  Sllbn  H.  Jackson,  Susanna  P.  Chambbbs, 
Hannah  J.  Dixon,  Elizabeth  Jackson,  Eliza  Agnbw,  Bachbl 
Wilson,  Mabt  P.  Jacobs,  Sophla  Moobb,  and  Mabt  Llotd,  was 
8i^)ointed  to  direct  die  disbursement  of  the  fond,  to  solicit  further 
contributions  thereto,  and  to  report  to  the  meeting  next  year.  Isaac 
Mbndenhall  was  appointed  treasurer  of  the  fund. 

A  Testimony,  from  the  Business  Committee,  on  '^  Complexional 
Distinctions,"  after  remarks  by  Alfbed  H.  Lotb,  was  unanimously 
adopted. 

A  Testimony  on  ''  Sanitary  Beform,"  reported  by  the  Business 
Committee,  was  adopted  by  a  unanimous  YOte. 

The  inspiriting  song, ''  The  Battle  Cry  of  Freedom,"  was  then 
sung. 

The  following  resolution,  reported  by  the  Business  Committee, 
was  adopted : 

Jieaolcedf  That  we  have  heard  with  great  satisfaction  of  the  movement  in  which 
tlie  "  Women's  Loyal  National  League  '*  are  engaged,  vis. :  to  procure  the  signa- 
tuTOB  of  A  MiLuoir  or  woKKN  to  a  petition  to  Congress,  praying  that  body  to  pass  an 
act  of  Universal  Emandpation ;  and  that  we  hereby  pledge  them  our  earnest  co- 
operation in  the  work. 

The  following  resolution,  from  the  Business  Committee,  after  re- 
marks by  Oliyeb  Johnson  and  Theobobb  D.  Wblb,  was  adopted 
unanimously  by  a  rising  vote : 

Bttdloedy  That  our  sincere  thanks  are  due  to  J.  B.  MoGnninr,  his  wife,  and  sis- 
ter, for  the  delightAil  and  inspiriting  music  which  has  added  so  much  to  the  inter- 
est and  pleasure  of  our  meeting. 

Aljbbi)  H.  Loyb  made  earnest  remarks  on  the  subject  of  Non- 
Besistance,  and  offered  a  Testimony  on  the  subject  for  the  adoption 

*  A  few  ftiend^  who  witneeaed  this  scene,  and  felt  that  the  generous  example  of  the  old  man 
bad  inspired  liberality  in  others,  subsequently  redeemed  the  watob  and  returned  it  to  the  giver, 
paying  to  Mra  Gage  its  ftill  raloe  in  cash.  The  watch,  originally  a  gift  to  the  old  man,  became 
thereby  doubly  endeared  to  blm  Ibr  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
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of  ihe  meeting ;  but,  for  want  of  time  to  giro  the  sabjeot  the  < 
sideration  due  to  its  importance,  it  was,  with  his  ooncorrenoe  and 
by  general  consent,  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  Clerks  annoonoed  that  thej  had  selected  the  following  persoEDS 
to  aid  in  revising  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting,  and  in  preparing 
the  Call  for  the  meeting  next  year :  Thbodorb  D.  Wbld,  Augi 
Eliza  Hahblbton,  Alfred  H.  Love,  Sabah  M.  Barnakd,  Thomas 
Hakbleton,  Allbn  Agnbw,  Jbnnie  K.  Smith,  Hannah  Cox,  Annii 
Stambach,  Dinah  Mbndbnhall,  Susanna  P.  Chambers,  Raghbl 
Wilson. 

As  the  time  of  final  adjournment  drew  near,  appropriate  remarlo 
were  made  by  Eusbbius  Barnard,  Frances  D.  Gage,  and  Thbodobb 
D.  Weld. 

The  hymn, 

**  WliMi  ihaU  we  aU  meet  ftg»ln  ?  * 

was  sung. 

After  three  days  spent  in  delightfal  intercourse  and  earnest  labor 
in  the  cause  of  truth  and  righteousness,  we  adjourn  till  another 
year,  separatbg  with  mutual  desires  for  one  another's  wel&re  and 
common  aspirations  for  the  triumph  of  Justice  and  Freedom  in  our 
country  and  throughout  the  world. 


OLIVER  JOHNSON,  )  ^  ,, 
MARY  ANN  FULTON,  \  ^^^'• 


%•  The  Yearij  Meeting  for  1664  will  oommenoe  on  the  first  flAh-dajof  the 
Sixth  month. 
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AseEMBLXD  ODoe  more  to  ooDsider  onr  daties  and  responsibilities  as  a 
Religious  Society,  and  anzioasly  desiring  to  do  what  lies  in  oar  power  to 
promote  the  cause  of  tmth  and  righteousness  in  onr  coonUy  anfl  through- 
oat  the  world,  we  are  constrained  to  express  onr  feelings  and  convictions 
on  several  important  sabjects,  as  follows : 

L— THE  SLAVEHOLDERS'  REBELUON. 

While  the  Southern  Rebellion  is  yet  far  from  being  subdued,  and  the 
land  still  groans  nnder  the  bloody  horrors  of  war,  we  have  reason  for  con- 
gratulation and  rejoicing  in  view  of  much  that  has  transpired  since  onr 
last  meeting.  The  enactment  by  Congress  and  the  approvid  by  the  Presi- 
dent,  of  a  law  declaring,  "  That  slavery,  or  involuntary  servitude,  in  all 
cases  whatsoever,  other  than  in  punishment  of  crime,  whereof  the  party 
shall  be  duly  convicted,  shall  henceforth  cease,  and  be  prohibited  forever 
in  all  the  Territories  of  the  United  States  now  existing,  or  hereafter  to  be 
formed  or  acquired  in  any  way ; "  the  passage  of  the  bill  authorizing  the 
President  to  enrol  and  receive  into  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United 
States  *'  men  of  African  descent,"  and  the  actual  enrolment  of  thousands 
of  such  men,  not  only  at  the  North,  but  in  the  heart  of  the  slave  terri- 
tory ;  the  decision  of  the  Attorney-General  that  free  men  of  color  bom  in 
the  United  States  are  citizens ;  the  reception  by  the  Government  at  Wash- 
ington of  a  colored  minister  from  Hayti ;  and  the  evidence  afforded  by 
these  and  other  similar  events  of  an  improved  state  of  public  sentiment  at 
the  North,  may  well  excite  onr  gratitude  and  kindle  onr  Joy  on  this  occa- 
sion. But  above  all  have  we  reason  to  exult  in  view  of  the  fact,  that  of 
the  four  million  slaves  for  whose  deliverance  we  have  so  long  struggled, 
and  on  whose  behalf  we  sent  up  our  earnest  memorial  to  the  President 
last  year,  by  a  deputation  appointed  specially  for  that  purpose,  three 
million  were,  on  the  first  day  of  January  hist,  declared  by  him  to  be 
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"  THSNOXFOBWABD  AKD  FOBSYXB  FBEB,'*  and  the  faith  of  *' the  EzecQtiTe 
GoyernmeDt  of  the  United  States,  inolndiDg  the  military  and  naral 
authorities  thereof,**  solemnlj  pledged  to  '*  BsooomzB  and  uaxstajs  thi 
IBBSDOM  OF  8T70H  PKB80R8.'*  Thcis  wss  the  DOW  year  greeted  with  the 
jahilee  shouts  of  enfhiDchised  millions !  "  On  that  day,"  in  the  words  of 
an  eloquent  writer,*  an  angel  passed  over  onr  land,  and,  entering  the  hoTd 
of  the  slave,  transformed  it  into  a  homs.  He  stooped  oyer  a  hundred 
thousand  cradles,  and  hreathed  the  hreath  of  a  new  life  into  the  souls  of 
their  unconscious  occupants,  and  hade  a  hundred  thousand  mothers  cla^ 
for  the  first  time,  fk'ee  children  in  their  arms.  He  touched  the  manacles 
of  three  million  slayee,  and  they  lay  hroken  at  freedmen*s  feet"  In  yiew 
of  such  an  event,  so  glorious  in  itself  and  so  auspicious  in  regard  to  ^e 
fbture  of  our  heloved  hut  guilty  country,  we  may  well  unite  with  the 
friends  of  freedom  throughout  the  world,  in  the  grand  aodaim,  *^  Glory  to 
God  in  the  highest,  on  earth  peaoe,  and  good  will  to  man." 

In  the  midst  of  our  r^oioings,  however,  we  do  not  forget  titat  the  De 
eree  of  EmanoipaUon  remains  to  be  enforced  by  the  military  power  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  there  are  a  miUion  slaves  whose  bonds  wHl  not  be 
thereby  sundered.  Nor  are  we  blind  to  the  sad  truth,  that  the  decree  wss 
not  an  act  of  national  repentance  for  the  sin  of  slavery,^  evincing  a  hearty 
desire  to  do  Justice  to  its  victims  and  place  the  Government  upon  the  basis 
of  equality  and  ftraternity  in  respect  to  all  who  come  under  its  sway,  but 
a  measure  reluctantly  adopted,  upon  grounds  of  political  expediency  and 
military  necessity.  U  the  rebel  States  should,  even  now,  offer  to  return 
to  the  Union  upon  the  condition  of  being  permitted  to  retain  their  slares, 
there  is  too  much  reason  to  fear  that  a  migority  of  the  people,  if  not  the 
Administration  itself  would  consent,  in  spite  of  the  solenm  pledge  m  the 
Proclamation,  to  make  peace  upon  such  terms.  The  still  formidable  party 
at  the  North,  which  masks  its  sympathy  with  slavery  and  treason  under 
the  cry,  *^  The  Union  as  it  wa$  and  Uie  Constitution  as  it  ii,"  would  clam- 
orously urge  compliance  with  such  an  offer;  and  there  is  reason  to  fear 
that  the  other  party,  through  the  timidity  or  the  treachery  of  men  in  high 
places,  would  be  too  weak  to  resist  a  compromise  with  davery  more  dis- 
astrous than  any  of  former  times.  We  blush  to  confess  that  our  strongest 
barrier  against  such  an  act  of  national  perfidy  is  not  the  virtue  of  the 
North,  but  the  madness  of  the  South,  which  will  probably  prevent  her 
from  offering  any  such  terms  of  peace.  In  saying  this,  however,  we  would 
not  be  understood  to  impeach  the  integrity  of  the  President,  or  to  imply  a 
doubt  of  his  determination,  if  possible^  to  execute  the  decree  of  emancipa- 
tion according  to  its  letter  and  spirit.  Two  members  of  his  Oabinet  have 
lately  expressed  themselves  upon  this  point  in  terms  as  gratifying  as  they 

«  Uuj  Graw,  Wh  Report  of  tb«  PhilidelphU  Fraiald  Anti-SkiTeiy  Sodety. 
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tre  nnequivooal.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasory  saysi  the  procfaunation  is 
'^  not  to  be  disregarded  or  set  aside  in  any  event  as  a  nnllity,  but  main- 
tained and  ezecated  with  perfect  good  Mth  to  all  the  enfranchised;^' 
and  the  Postmaster-General  declares : 

*'  The  proclamation  to  the  slaves  to  weaken  the  enemy  eammiU  the 
nation  irrevocably  to  make  good  the  pledge  by  the  mfoer  BZHmmoN  or 
powxB.  It  not  only  creates  an  obligation  to  the  bondmen  whose  action 
it  is  meant  to  control,  bat  it  is  an  implied  pledge  of  honor  to  the  foreign 
powers  whose  conduct  it  is  designed  to  inflnence.  That  measure  which, 
as  Commander-in-Ohief,  the  President  rightfully  adopted  under  the  Oon- 
stitution  and  in  accordance  with  national  law  to  obtain  the  coSp^ratlon 
of  a  whole  race  of  people,  and  which  involves  both  life  and  freedom  in 
its  results,  whsn  fbooladod,  was  bbtond  bbvooatiok  bt  xrrHXB  thx 

CIVIL  OB  MILITABT  ATTTHOBITT  OF  TBB  KATION.  ThB  FBOPLB  ONOB  8LAVB8 
ISr  THB  BBBBL  StATBS  CAN  NBVBB  AGAIN  BB  BBOOONIZBD  AS  SUOB  BT  THB 

Unitbd  States.  Ko  judicial  decision,  so  lboislativb  aotiost,  Statb 
OB  National,  oan  be  admitted  to  be-enslavb  a  pboplb  who  abb  asso- 

OIATED  with  OUB  OWN  DESTINIES  IN  THIS  WAB  OF  DEFENOB  TO  8AVB  THB 

Government,  and  whose  manumission  was  dbemxd  essential  to  the 

BE8T0BA1V>N  AND  PBBSEBVATION  OF  THB  UniON  AND  ITS  FEBMANENT 
PEACE." 

We  certainly  hope  that  these  utterances  of  men  responsibly  connected 
with  the  Administration  are  but  an  echo  of  the  President's  will  and  pur- 
pose, and  that,  even  if  the  slaveholders  should,  contrary  to  our  expecta- 
tions, offer  to  return  to  the  Union,  they  would  be  allowed  to  do  so  only 
npon  condition  of  recognizing  the  freedom  of  every  dave  within  their 
borders.  To  admit  them  on  any  other  condition  would  be  to  repeat,  with 
new  and  appalling  aggravations,  the  very  crime  which  has  brought  upon 
us  the  retributive  judgments  of  God,  and  to  expose  ourselves  afresh  to 
the  scorn  of  the  civilized  world  as  a  nation  of  hypocrites  and  covenant 
breakers. 

There  is  no  ground  of  safety  for  us  as  a  people,  no  way  of  escape  from 
the  most  terrible  judgments,  no  possibility  of  permanent  peace,  except 
through  the  utter  extinction  of  slavery  on  every  foot  of  American  soil, 
in  the  border  States  as  well  as  in  those  composing  the  rebel  confederacy. 
Slavery  is  the  cause  of  the  rebellion,  and  its  existence  in  any  part  of  the 
country  is  incompatible  with  the  national  safety.  To  attempt  to  preserve 
it,  or  to  allow  of  its  preservation,  in  the  border  States,  is  to  impede  if  not 
to  make  nugatory  the  efforts  to  abolish  it  elsewhere.  Wherever  it  exists^ 
whether  in  Virginia  or  Maryland,  in  Alabama  or  Kentucky,  in  Louisiana 
or  Delaware,  in  Tennessee  or  Missouri,  it  is  an  element  of  treason  and 
rebellion,  and  to  say  that  the  Government  has  not  the  right  to  sweep  it 
utterly  away,  is  virtually  to  afSrm  that  it  has  no  right  to  protect  its  own 
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life.    Retpeoting  the  powers  of  the  Goyemment  OTer  slavery  In  time  of 
peace,  the  friends  of  freedom  are  divided  in  opinion ;  hat  thej  all  agree 
that  its  Jurisdiction  over  the  question,  under  the  war  power,  slaverj 
heing  the  cause  of  the  rehellion,  is  complete.    We  hold  it  to  be  the  obTi- 
008  duty  of  Congress,  at  the  earliest  day  possible,  to  pass  a  law  of  mii- 
versal  emancipation ;  and  we  rejoice  to  learn  that  the  "  Women^  Na- 
tional Loyal  League,"  lately  organized  in  the  city  of  New  York,  has 
nndertaken  the  work  of  obtaining  the  signatures  of  a  miluon  wqmks  to 
a  petition  praying  that  body  to  enact  such  a  law.    The  men  of  the  coun- 
try, as  well  as  the  women,  should  make  their  voice  to  be  beard  in  the 
halls  of  Congress;  and  religious  bodies  of  every  name  should  also  send 
up  their  memorials  in  behalf  of  this  righteous  measure.    The  state  of  the 
public  mind  at  the  present  time  is  such  as  to  afford  good  ground  for  hope 
of  success  in  such  an  effort    The  war  has  proved  itself  the  very  school- 
master needed  to  bring  the  people  to  a  sense  alike  of  the  folly  and  wick- 
edness of  slavery,  and  of  the  necessity  of  its  extermination.    Thousands 
who  were  but  lately  the  defenders  or  apologists  of  the  system,  and  utter- 
ly indifferent  to  the  wrongs  of  the  slave,  are  now  rea^y  for  general  eman- 
cipation.   Pulpits  that  were  recently  silent  upon  the  sin  of  slavery  now 
cry  out  against  it  as  an  abomination  in  the  sight  of  God,  and  the  ^uae  of  sH 
our  woes.    Politicians  who,  a  few  months  since,  were  the  fnends  of  com- 
promise and  the  foes  of  emancipation,  under  the  stem  teachings  of  war, 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  slavery  should  be  destroyed.    GfBcers 
and  soldiers  in  the  army,  having  seen  slavery  as  it  is,  and  made  the 
acquaintance  of  slaveholders  and  slaves,  now  see  clearly  the  nature  of  the 
issue  between  the  North  and  the  Sooth,  and  are  for  potting  down  the 
rebellion  by  destroying  its  cause.    The  pro-slavery  party,  though  still 
powerful  in  numbers  and  wealth,  has  lost  much  in  the  last  two  years. 
Its  ranks  are  broken,  its  counsels  divided,  its  designs  bafSed,  aod  the 
ignorance  and  prejudice  which  have  so  long  been  its  allies  are  yielding  to 
the  suggestions  of  reason  and  the  intuitions  of  justice.    Slowly  but  surely 
the  people  of  the  North,  upon  considerations  of  public  policy,  if  not 
through  genuine  repentance  for  past  complicity  with  oppression,  are  com- 
ing to  the  settled  conclusion  that  slavery  mtst  dib — thb  boonsb  the 
BITTER.    The  present  is,  therefore,  a  favorable  time  for  anti-slavery 
effort— for  the  dissemination  of  the  principles  of  liberty  by  means  of 
newspapers,  pamphlets,  petitions,  and  popular  assemblies.    One  grand, 
simultaneous  effort  now,  on  the  part  of  all  the  friends  of  freedom,  may 
concentrate  upon  Congress  and  the  President  a  tide  of  moral  influeooe 
too  powerful  to  be  resisted,  constraining  them  to  an  act  of  justice  and 
humanity  more  beneficent  and  sublime  than  was  ever  before  witnessed  by 
men  or  angels.    It  is  inspiring  to  think  that  if  we  are  faithful  to  our  pro- 
fessions in  this  crisis  hour,  we  may  be  permitted  at  our  next  Yearly  Meet- 
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ing  to  ooDgratnlate  one  anoiher  and  offer  thanks  to  God  that,  in  all  this 
broad  land,  from  the  Lakes  to  the  Gulf,  and  from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
Pacific,  the  sun  neither  rises  npon  a  master  nor  sets  npon  a  slave  t 

n.— MEMORIAL  FOR  UNIVERSAL  EMANOIPAHOK 

To  the  Senate  and  Mouse  of  Bepreeentatieee  (tfthe  United  States: 

The  Religions  Sooietj  of  Progressive  Friends,  holding  their  Yearlj 
Heeting  atLongwood,  Chester  Conntj,  Pa.,  from  the  4th  to  the  6th  of  the 
Sixth  month,  1868,  inclusive,  under  a  deep  concern  for  the  honor  and 
welfare  of  the  country,  present  to  you  this  their  memorial,  earnestly  en- 
treating you,  in  the  name  of  Justice  and  Humanity,  as  the  best  if  not  the 
only  way  to  put  down  the  Slaveholders^  Rebellion  and  lay  a  sure  founda- 
tion for  national  peace  and  prosperity,  to  pass  a  decree  of  emancipation 
for  every  slave  on  the  American  soiL  The  constitutional  restrictions  upon 
the  power  of  the  Federal  GU>vemment  over  slavery  in  the  States  in  time  of 
peace  cannot  reasonably  be  pleaded  in  limitation  of  its  right  to  crush  the 
system,  now  that  its  supporters,  for  the  purpose  of  extending  and  perpet- 
uating it,  are  in  open  rebellion.  In  those  portions  of  the  slave  territory 
exempted' from  the  operation  of  the  President's  proclamation  of  First 
month  1st,  1863,  slavery  is  an  element  of  treason  and  rebellion,  held  in 
check  only  by  the  military  arm.  To  permit  the  system  to  retain  a  foot- 
hold there,  under  the  protection  of  the  national  flag,  is  to  give  important 
*'aid  and  comfort"  to  traitors  everywhere,  to  nourish  the  life  of  the  re- 
bellion, and  to  delay  if  not  defeat  the  efforts  to  put  it  down.  We  there- 
fore beseech  you,  without  delay,  in  obedience  to  the  principles  to  which 
this  nation  is  solemnly  committed  before  the  world,  in  compliance  with 
the  law  of  justice  and  humanity  written  in  the  heart  of  man,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  putting  down  the  rebellion,  to  "  proclaim  liberty  throughout 
aU  the  land,  unto  all  the  inhabitants  thereof.*' 

m.— THE  FREEDMEN  OF  THE  SOUTH. 

Feeling  the  deepest  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  recently  emancipated 
slaves,  we  rejoice  in  all  the  efforts  of  individuals  and  associations  for  their 
physical,  intellectual,  and  moral  improvement,  and  deem  it  a  pleasure  no 
less  than  a  duty  to  lend  them  our  aid.  We  are  especially  glad  to  know 
that  the  Government  has  appointed  a  commission  to  investigate  the  con- 
dition and  needs  of  the  freedmen,  and  to  propose  plans  for  their  protec- 
tion in  the  enjoyment  of  their  new-fonnd  liberty.  Such  action  on  the 
part  of  our  ralers  indicates,  we  would  fain  hope,  a  purpose  as  well  as  a 
desire  to  do  justice  to  a  long-injured  people. 
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IV.— OOMPLEXIOlSrAL  DISTINCTIONS. 

ReoogniziDg  the  great  trotbn,  that  "  all  men  are  created  equal,'*  thift 
'^God  is  DO  respecter  of  persons,"  and  that  worth  and  merit  fihonU 
stand  before  geographical  and  ethnological  distinctionfl^  we  regard  as  siniiil 
the  popular  pr^udice  against  persons  of  a  colored  complexion.     If  it 
were  e^er  required  of  us  to  claim  equal  rights  for  this  dass  of  our  hollow- 
men,  it  is  surelj  incumbent  upon  us  to  do  so  now ;  fbr,  to  saj  nothing  of 
the  yast  contributions  of  labor  by  which  they  have^  enriched  the  conotiTj 
thej  have  earned  a  special  title  to  our  gratitude  by  the  manner  in  wfaioli, 
nobly  forgetting  the  wrongs  they  have  suffered  at  our  hands,  they  have 
rallied  to  the  support  of  the  (Government  in  this  hour  of  peril  and  oonfliot 
We  therefore  record  our  earnest  protest  against  all  laws,  8tate  or  Fed- 
eral, which  oppress  this  dass  of  our  countrymen,  or  militate  in  any  w^ 
against  their  equality  or  citizenship.     Wc  protest  also  against  erery 
scheme  of  forcible  colonization ;  we  would  have  the  Legislature  refioso 
to  charter  any  railroad  that  would  deny  to  them  the  rights  €i  travel 
ei^oyed  by  others ;  and  we  demand  for  them  equal  advantages  of  instno- 
tion  in  all  our  schools  and  colleges.    When,  as  a  people,  we  have  done 
Justice  to  this  long-oppressed  dass,  children  of  the  same  impartial  Father 
as  ourselves,  we  shall  have  better  ground  of  confidence  in  the  unity,  hv^ 
piness,  and  prosperity  of  the  nation. 

v.— SANITARY  REFORM. 

A  sound  mind  in  a  sound  >ody  is  the  normal  condition  of  man^s  exist- 
ence. Pain  and  suffering  are  abnormal,  and  the  result  of  tran4greesiBg  the 
laws  of  life.  If  we  wiU  sin,  we  mxut  suffer.  Nature  has  provided  bo 
remedies,  no  escape.  When  we  learn  to  obey  phyacal  laws,  then  will  the 
time  more  rapidly  hasten  on,  when  crime  and  contentions,  war  and 
slavery,  sickness  and  premature  death  shall  cease.  To  improve  oar 
physical  state  is  to  improve  our  facilities  for  moral  culture,  and  to  foUj 
develop  the  Divine  principle  of  love,  we  must  be  free  from  diseased  con- 
ditions. 

We  are  told  not  to  steal,  and  while  we  carefully  abstidn  fh>m  purloin- 
ing our  neighbor's  silver  and  gold,  if  we  neglect  to  do  Justice  to  our  bodies 
as  temples  of  the  Holy  Ghost^  we  rob  Ood  and  our  fellow-beings  of  our 
best  power  to  do  them  service. 

We  are  told  to  train  up  our  children  in  the  way  they  should  go,  and 
when  they  are  old  they  will  not  depart  from  it  But  we  do  not  suffer 
them  to  become  old,  but  train  them  for  early  graves,  and  inipiously  attrib- 
ute the  result  to  the  providences  of  God. 
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Let  QS  commence  the  good  work  of  sanitarj  reform  bj  a  barmonioiis 
culture  of  ourselves  and  children ;  then,  bj  the  glorious  law  of  hereditary 
descent,  each  succeeding  generation  will  ei^joy  the  heritage  of  nobler, 
better  natures,  till  the  euth  life  shall  have  become  the  grand  millennium 
80  long  predicted. 

Soul,  mind  and  bodjr,  acting  and  reacting  each  on  the  other — so  €k>d 
has  created  us.  What  he  has  thus  joined  together  let  us  not  put  asunder, 
even  in  thought.  Kever  shall  we  evoke  the  full  harmonj  of  the  divinelj 
strung  harp  of  humanity,  while  we  omit  playing  a  single  chord. 

VI.— RELIGIOUS  ASSOOLA.TION. 

In  the  light  of  our  experience  during  the  last  ten  years,  we  deem  it  no 
lees  a  privilege  than  a  duty  emphatically  to  reaffirm  our  conviction,  that 
the  truest  and  best  bond  of  union  for  a  Religious  Society  is  not  assent  to 
any  form  of  theological  belief  nor  zeal  for  external  observances  and  rites, 
but  a  common  love  of  Qod  and  humanity,  a  common  aspiration  fbr  moral 
excellence,  oneness  of  spirit  and  purpose  in  respect  to  the  practical  duties 
of  life,  the  communion  of  soul  with  soul  in  a  common  thirst  for  truth,  and 
a  common  desire  and  purpose  to  labor  for  the  redemption  of  the  human 
race  from  ign9rance,  superstition,  and  sin. 

Our  efforts  to  realize  this  ideal  of  ^  Reli^ous  Society,  though  very 
imperfect,  have  been  followed  by  results,  in  view  of  which  we  have  occa- 
sion for  heartfelt  gratitude  to  God  and  new  resolutions  to  persevere  in  our 
work.  More  than  ever,  in  view  of  our  experience,  do  we  feel  the  need  of 
a  Society  resting  upon  such  a  basis,  and  animated  by  such  a  spirit,  as  a 
means  of  religious  culture  and  influence  for  ourselves,  and  as  a  nudeus  for 
common  efforts  in  the  cause  of  truth,  purity,  and  progress. 

The  foregoing  Testimonies  were  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Eleventl^ 
Yearly  Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends,  held  at  Longwood,  Pa.,  from  the 
4th  to  the  6th  of  the  Sixth  month,  inclusive,  1868. 

OLIVER  JOHNSON,      >  ^,», 
MARY  ANN  FULTON,  \  ^'^'^ 
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A  SEEMON 

Bt  H.  p.  C&oxixft,  HnatingtoD,  L.  L 

/^vodM  ol  a«  .fi^^ema  FMr^  jr«0e«i^  ^i^^ 
LongtDOodf  i\i.,  June  4|  1866. 

[PVBUIHID  BT  KIQXTIR  OF  TBI  KIRIlia.] 

Matt  rrlU,  90:  For  wbert  two  or  llirM  uo  gMkored  tofBtfaor  la  mj  wuoK  llMiOtfii  I 
koft 


A  BiAunrxTL  poem,  cmtitled  ''The  True  Ohnrch,"  latdj  ibond  its 
way  into  print  It  gave  credit  to  eyerj  sect  and  partj  in  the  Ghristiin 
Commonwealth  for  diiooyering  and  holding  fkst  some  portion  of  the  traUu 
It  accorded  to  Hig^  Ohnrch  and  Low,  Catholic  and  Protestant,  Legal  and 
liberal,  each  its  dne  meed  of  praise  in  its  separate  mission,  giringsome 
glory  to  each,  bnt  all  to  none. 

The  poet  had  the  inspiration  to  discoTcr  that  ''The  Tme  Church,'' 
as  the  embodiment  of  the  exact  form  of  Mth,  can  nerer  be  foond  on  tht 
earth,  perhaps  not  in  the  hearens;  that  it  is  onr  Ideal,  going  kaens 
before  us,  beckoning  onr  filtering  footsteps  on  to  God.  Hence  our  dsmor 
of  creeds,  if  we  hare  got  well  rid  of  them,  may  as  well  cease  at  once^  and 
we  become  measurably  content  that  we  know  the  True  Ohru^  and  are 
willing  that  his  lifb  and  spirit  should  goide  ns.  Iliat  we  seek  that  mount 
of  Tision,  of  prayer,  and  fiaith,  and  labor,  where  we  accept  Jesus  as  the 
l^orified  typ«  of  onr  hnmanity;  and  come  down  from  onr  q^ritnal 
worship,  to  lift  hnmanify  up  from  its  actual  conditions  to  its  a;^ritoal 
birthright. 

This  poem  of  ''The  Tme  Church,^  so  troe  to  the  sool's  bestfidth 
and  the  heart's  best  hope,  is  challenged  by  a  leading  dlTine  of  the 
^fieeopal  Ohwrch.    It  is  called  a  dangerous  ally  of  liberalism.    It  is  in 
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league  with  the  enemies  of  religion,  for  rejecting  the  iMble,  organiud^ 
ApoitcUe  Cfhurchy  and  exalting  goodneu  as  tiie  sonl  and  essence  <^  Chris- 
tianity t  Here  is  the  old  issne  revived.  What  is  the  Tme  Ohorchf 
Where  is  it  f    Who  helong  to  it  f 

Now,  mj  friends,  it  is  not  weU  for  ns  to  patronize  that  slombering  or 
active  disgost  which  is  felt,  widely  felt,  in  philosophic  and  learned  circles 
as  well  as  among  the  ignorant,  toward  the  Ohnrch.  Troe  philosophy, 
tnie  learning,  is  never  content  with  a  negative  statement  Wisdom  is  a 
positive  thing.  Beligion  is  a  podtive  thing,  the  most  positive  of  all 
things  in  this  solid  world,  for  it  is  God^s  Eternal  Life  in  the  hearty  and  sotd, 
and  consdence  of  the  race. 

However  ronch  that  life  may  he  repressed  hy  the  ecclesiastical  types 
of  Christianity  all  ahont  ns ;  however  mnch  the  Church  organizations 
may  conceal  God,  and  Christ,  and  man's  great  hope,  from  himself;  all 
this  error  and  imperfection  cannot  excuse  ns  for  one  moment  for  neglecting 
the  tnie  reUgion,  or  the  tme  Chnrch,  where  the  tme  religion  is  taoght  and 
Hved. 

Our  sonls  thirst  after  the  living  €k>d.  Onr  intelligence  seeks  his 
living  trath.  Onr  conscience  is  awed  hy  his  living  justice.  Onr  weak- 
ness is  relieved  hy  the  conscionsness  of  his  unfailing  strength.  Our 
adoration  is  quickened  and  kindled  to  a  flame  hy  the  thoughts  of  God's 
perfect  Providence,  perfect  Love,  and  never-ending  Heaven. 

We  must  have  some  Church,  some  form  of  social  worship,  where 
lonely  grief^  repentant  sorrow,  and  hereaved  affection  oan  he  lighted,  or 
onr  hearts  will  die  out  under  the  hard  crust  of  materialism.  We  must 
have  a  Church,  where  all  our  worse  nature  is  awed  hy  the  sweet  sanctities 
of  Heaven ;  where  all  our  hetter  nature  is  glorified  with  the  vision  of  a 
fktherly  CK>d,  a  merciful  Bedeemer,  and  a  host  of  angels;  and  where  t}ie 
whole  sympathetic  Past  groups  around  us  its  historic  forms  of  Patriarchs, 
Prophets,  Priests,  and  nohle  Kings,  who  have  maintained  justice;  its 
Saints  and  Heroes,  Sages  and  Martyrs,  of  whom  the  world  was  not 
worthy ;  whose  living  spirits,  comijDg  upcoi  our  hearts,  shall  join  and 
weld  the  link  of  holy  fellowship  that  binds  the  good  of  all  ages  to  labor 
for  the  bad,  the  wise  to  guide  the  simple,  the  strong  to  lift  the  weak, 
and  make  us  feel  that  we,  too,  are  soldiers  and  companions  in  the  same 
blessed  cause. 

L  WhEBB  is  BT70H  A  ChUBOH  f 

-   n.  Whjlt  is  such  jl  Chuboh! 
in.  Who  abk  its  Pbibbts  f 
lY .  What  abb  its  Saobifiobs  f 
Y«  What  abb  its  Altabs  or  Wobship  f 

L  Wherever  two  or  three  are  gathc^red  together  in  the  name  of  Ohristi 
there  is  the  tme  Church.    And  what  is  It  to  be  gathered  together  in 
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the  name  of  Ohrist?  What  does  Christ's  name  stand  for  in  the  historjof 
the  race?  What  do  his  moral  attributes  represent?  Christ's  name  stands  for 
the  Truthy  and  those  are  gathered  in  the  name  of  Christ,  who  are  m^  to 
bear  witness  to  the  Truth.  "For  this  cause  was  I  born,  to  this  end  came 
I  into  the  world,  that  I  should  bear  witness  to  the  Truth ; ''  tins  is  Christ's 
gran  J  summary  of  his  mission,  uttered  in  Pilate's  judgment  haU. 

Christ*8  name  and  moral  attributes  represent  the  Truth.  Archbishop 
Anselm  well  said :  "  He  who,  having  never  heard  of  Christy  dies  a  martyr 
for  Truth  and  Justice,  dies  for  Christ,  who  is  Truth  and  Justice. "  Not 
until  we  have  rescued  the  sepulchre  and  the  risen  form  of  Christ  from 
the  theologians,  and  placed  both  among  the  prophets  and  reformers  of  the 
race,  will  we  even  begin  to  understand  where  Christ's  Church  ia. 

Wherever  two  or  three  truthful  men  or  women  meet  in  lonely,  holy 
eouncil,  to  strengthen  one  another  for  the  battle  with  triumphant  wrong  in 
the  earth,  there  is  the  Church  of  Christ  Wherever  two  or  three  are  met 
to  do  any  work  of  devotion,  of  sympathy,  of  healing,  of  human  merciful- 
ness, which  Jesus  always  did  when  on  the  earth,  and  which  his  Uving 
Spirit  will  always  inspire  our  better  nature  to  do,  ^ere  is  a  Church  of 
Christ 

It  may  be  in  no  solemn  temple  at  Jerusalem  or  Mount  Gerizim ;  it  msy 
have  no  ancestral  line  of  liveried  priests;  it  may  have  no  impressive 
ceremonial ;  it  may  have  no  long  line  of  traditions,  taking  hold  of  the 
roots  of  mighty  centuries,  wielding  powers  that  have  guided  civilizstioii 
itself  in  its  tumult  and  overturning ;  it  may  have  none  of  the  wealthy  and 
respectable  classes  on  its  side;  it  may  simply  be  a  little  meeting  in  an 
upper  room  for  fear  of  the  Jews,  for  fear  of  the  established  and  respectal^e 
classes  of  our  own  time;  if  that  little  meeting  is  for  the  free  Soul,  for  the 
brave  Soul,  for  the  fervent  Soul,  tired  of  form  and  routine,  resolved  at  last 
i^K)n  coming  to  the  Truth  first-handed  from  the  Spirit  of  G-od,  that  spper 
room  is  the  true  Church  while  such  souls  and  such  a  purpose  oooae- 
orateit 

The  conventicle,  with  the  truth  of  the  Carpenter's  Son  and  the  poor 
fishermen,  will  always  conquer  the  temple,  when  its  altars  become  too 
holy  for  man,  for  whose  use  Grod  would  have  them  reared  and  consecrated 

Let  it  not  be  said  that  simplicity  is  hence  piety,  that  magnificenoe  is 
impiety,  for  simplicity  may  be  the  attribute  of  evil  intent,  and  magnifi- 
cence may*  have  underneath  its  lofty  dome  and  imposing  arches  the  s^mi 
of  goodness.  There  is  certainly  magnificence  in  nature,  which  no  cunning, 
no  wit,  no  invention  of  man  can  rival,  and  yet  there  is  no  partiality,  no 
disdain  in  nature.  Can  it  not  be  trne  that  man  may  somewhat  rival  his 
God  in  the  glory,  beauty,  and  magnificence  of  his  house,  and  yet  like  his 
God  be  tree  from  disdain,  and  glori^  his  splendor  by  a  beneficence  that  is 
constant  and  impartial?    The  Church  is  not  in  nonrconformity^  htt  in 
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noft-etn^armUy  to  the  torong^  and  in  conformity  to  the  right  Not  in 
shutting  the  eye  to  beauty  and  the  ear  to  mnsio,  when  God  has  filled  the 
world  with  the  spirit  of  beanty  and  the  music  of  harrnony  ;  nor  in  restrdn- 
ing  the  feet  from  dancing  when  the  heart  would  dance ;  but  in  taking  all 
the  gifts  of  beauty,  art,  and  mirth,  rebaptizing  them  in  the  name  of  a  reli- 
gion large  enough  for  nature,  large  enough  for  aU  man's  faculties  of 
reason,  conscience,  affection,  soul,  laying  aU^  those  gifts  upon  the  altar  of  a 
worship  as  pure  and  simple  as  it  is  natural  and  holy,  there  i$  tJie  Church. 

n.  What  ii  the  true  Church?  It  has  been  foreshadowed  what  it  is,  in 
stating  where  it  i».  The  Ohurch  is  the  act  of  a  holy  communion,  a  union 
of  two  or  more  souls  to  maintain  a  witness  for  the  truUi.  It  is  also  the 
place  where  this  testimony  is  borne.  It  may  be  in  pagan  lands,  or  in 
Ohristian  lands;  before  Christ's  time  or  since,  wherever  two  or  more 
souls  have  met,  kindled  with  the  truth,  and  have  had  high  and  serene  Joy 
in  their  communion,  that  spot  i$  a  Church  It  may  be  by  the  wayside,  as 
with  the  disciples  on  the  road  from  Emmaus,  while  their  hearts  burned 
within  them  as  Jesus  talked  with  them  by  the  way ;  it  may  be  in  the 
house  of  Aquila  and  Priscilla  at  Philippi ;  or  in  the  h6nse  of  Philemon,  a 
converted  master,  full  of  faith  and  good  works  toward  the  saints,  and  to- 
ward aU  men  ;  it  may  be  in  imposing  temples  like  St  Peter's,  or  Solomon's, 
but  the  building  is  not  the  Church.  It  is  the  sentiment,  the  faith,  the 
work,  the  holy  Joy  of  a  Divine  communion,  exalting  human  nature,  and 
refining  human  sympathy  and  fellowship — ^this  it  is  that  makes  the  Church. 
The  act  of  meeting  is  the  Church,  and  the  place  of  meeting  is  sacred  from 
its  uses,  memories,  and  associations,  and  not  of  itself. 

Clarkson,  Wilberforce,  Whitbread,  and  Bturge,  met  to  excite  England 
and  the  world  to  put  down  the  slave  trade,  are  a  Church  of  Christ,  who 
came  to  open  prison  doors,  and  set  the  captive  free.  Two  or  three  women 
in  the  hospitals  of  Scutari,  on  the  Bosphorus,  ministering  to  wounded 
and  dying  men  crushed  out  of  life  by  the  infernal  enginery  of  war,  are  a 
Church  of  Christ,  whose  whole  public  life  was  a  ministration,  and  who 
said  "  he  came  not  to  be  ministered  unto,  but  to  minister."  Two  or  three 
women  in  our  own  ho^itals,  or  the  Soldiers'  Homes,  ministering  to  the 
sick,  the  wounded,  the  dying,  or  at  home,  by  sweet  and  silent  charities, 
holding  up  the  hands  of  those  who  are  gone  abroad,  or  exciting  child- 
hood and  youth  to  reverence,  to  gratitude,  and  the  love  of  God  and  man, 
that  is  a  Ohurch — the  true  Church  qf  ChrUt.  In  one  word,  wherever 
holy  emulation  is  excited,  holy  resolutions  strengthened,  holy  acts  per- 
formed in  any  social  capacity,  by  two  or  three,  or  three  thousand,  that  is 
the  true  Church.  Vain  will  be  all  other  Church  record  of  ordmanoe,  and 
sacrament,  and  membership,  if  this  true  Church-life  of  beneficent  activity 
lias  not  been  lived.    Useless  all  questioning^  loi^gPS*  ^'^^  for  any  departed 
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•onl,  gone  to  the  great  hereafter,  if  the  reoordof  fooh  a  life  is  gcmebefom, 
gilding  with  glory  the  memorj  left  behind. 

The  Kew  Testament  iteelfy  as  well  as  man^s  own  highest  insight^ 
utterly  ignores  all  the  eedesiastieal  tests  of  piety  so  mneh  innsted  opoo, 
and  goes  at  onoe  to  the  root  of  the  life  and  character. 

m.  Who  are  the  Friette  ^  the  true  Ohurchf    Those  who  art  tlia 
eernmnU  of  the  Ohoroh.    Those  who  minieter  the  most  in  bearing  witr 
ness  to  the  troth— lifting  np  the  lowly,  raising  up  those  that  are  bowed 
down,  kindling  hope  on  the  flickering  embers  of  deq;>air,  easing  sorrow, 
lighting  porerty  by  a  heavenly  charity  that  does  not  e(mdaeeeiid  to  give^ 
eomforting  bereayement  with  the  yision  of  a  strong  faith,  rebuking  the 
proud,  warning  the  oppressor,  and  remembering  those  in  bonds  as  bonnd 
with  them — these  are  the  Priests  of  the  true  Ohuroh,  and  those  are  the 
most  primUy  who  the  most  eeme.  Those  have  the  most  Apostolic  gifts,  the 
most  Petrine  sucoesrion,  who  the  most  minister  to  others.  Not  those  who 
strut  in  gown  and  surplice,  and  are  the  most  ministered  unto.    "  He  thst 
will  be  diiefest  among  you,  let  him  be  the  sefvant  of  all."    If  the  rivahy 
of  labor,  of  sympathy,  of  genuine  worlc,  were  the\  rivalry  <^  the  priest- 
hood of  the  eedesiastieal  Church,  how  dififorent  woldd  be  its  power  for 
good  upon  the  world !    The  ceremony  of  lifting  the  o<msecrated  wafor,  of 
blessing  the  bread  and  wine,  of  making  the  sign  of  the  cross  upon  a 
child's  forelMsd  in  baptism,  of  offering  prayer  in  public  places,  of  pro- 
nouncing absolution,  these  are  but  the  thinly  disguised  c^oes  of  the  true 
priesthood,  that  may  be  omitted  without  dunage  or  loss,  when  the  soul  is 
of  age  and  no  longer  needs  tutors,  governors,  and  symbols  to  reveal  spirit- 
ual truth.    But  Uie  priestly  office  of  sympathy  and  labor  in  bearing  one 
another^s  burdens  can  never  be  dispensed  with.    When  Fenelon  drove 
home  the  poor  peasant's  lost  cow,  he  performed  a  more  priestly  office 
than  in  all  the  baptisms  of  Oambrai.    Wlien  his  books  were  burned,  and 
he  said,  "  Better  be  these  than  the  cottage  of  a  peasant,"  he  disclosed  hb 
divine  qualification  for  his  office.    When  he  had  gone  to  the  Ohurdi  of 
the  firstborn  which  are  written  in  Heaven,  and  poor  women,  in  teen 
would  point  to  the  chair  in  which  the  good  Archbishop  used  to  sit,  they 
testified  more  to  his  priestly  character  than  all  the  official  act»  of  his 
diocese.    So  our  Bishop  at  Uie  West,*  who,  on  the  terrible  field  of  Stone 
Biver,  moved  amid  the  horrid  din  of  war,  rescuing  the  woanded  s&d 
dying,  his  handkerchief^  on  the  end  of  his  ramrod,  fiuttering  amid  that 
storm  of  death,  his  voice  ringing  out,  '^  Any  wounded  men  here  that  need 
relief  f "  was  more  the  priest  of  the  true  Church  than  all  the  consecrated 
ministers  who,  at  home,  denied  him  fellowship,  and  disputed  over  hie 
creed.    So  our  great  Bishop  of  the  East,  who  broke  his  health  in  his 

•  Bar.  Mr.  Conut,  of  Boekford,  lUlaolt. 
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abundant  stndj  and  labor  for  the  poor  and  ignorant  and  weak;  whoee 
terrible  scorn  was  poored  npon  the  gniltj  h^da  of  mousing  politidana 
and  statesmen  who  songht  to  rear  the  state  in  sin,  and  nphold  it  in  in- 
iqnify ;  whose  more  than  woman^s  love  was  ponred  like  gentle  rain  npott 
the  thursty  sonls  of  men^— Porl^,  who  fonght  the  good  flght^  and  kepi 
the  futh,  and  finished  his  course  beneath  the  skies  of  Florence,  sajing, 
^The  beatitudes  of  Jesus,  read  them  oyer  my  grave,*' — who  has  a  better 
title  to  the  priestlj  office  in  the  true  Church?  May  God  forgive  and  re- 
move the  blindness  that  could  ever  speak  of  such  a  mighty  and  gentle 
soul  as  "  not  having  fulfilled  the  conditions  of  salvation  *'  1  The  conditions 
of  a  thing,  are  th^  not  implied  in  the  thing  itself?  And  if  a  man  ia 
saved  already,  who  shall  Judge  him  as  not  having  fulfilled  the  coi^ditions 
of  salvation?  '^  Who  art  thou  that  judgest  another  man's  servant?  To 
his  own  master  he  standeth  or  &Ueth ;  yea,  Gk>d  shall  hold  him  up." 

XV*  What  are  ihe  Sa&iifiem  qfihe  ine  Chwreht  We  know  these  from 
the  statement  of  where  the  Ohnrch  is,  what  it  is,  and  who  are  its  priests. 
Is  the  multiplicity  of  meetings  entitled  to  be  oalled^the  sacrifices  oi  such  a 
Church?  There  is  not  in  the  whole  New  Testament  a  record  of  the 
$ee(md  and  Hhird  religiom  meeting  of  the  disciples  upon  the  same  Lord's 
day !  Why  should  we  hasten  to  multiply  meetings  upon  the  first  day  of 
the  week,  and  to  estimate  the  sacrifices  of  one  another  by  the  numbw  of 
meetings  we  attend?  The  meeting  is  a  meam  of  worship;  when  we 
multiply  it,  and  make  it  the  principal  thing,  it  becomes  the  end  of  worship, 
and  religion  degenerates  into  church-going.  Are  gifts  at  the  altar  the 
sacrifices?  Jesus  said,  **  If  thou  bring  thy  gift  to  the  altar,  and  there 
rememberest  that  thy  brother  hath  aught  against  thee,  leave  there  thy  gift ; 
first  go  and  become  reconciled  to  thy  brother,  and  then  come  and  offer 
thy  gift."  If  we  should  even  attempt  to  keep  this  command,  it  would 
leave  us  next  to  no  time  at  all  for  prayer  and  praise,  and  formal  worship 
in  the  Church.  We  have  consented  to  such  organized  ii^justice  in  the 
oppression  of  our  fellow-men;  our  whole  structure  of  social  life  is  so 
struck  through  with  the  contagion  of  oppression,  not  only  of  the  master 
over  the  slave,  supported  by  his  ten  thousand  ijlies  in  the  Churchy  the 
priesthood, .  the  State,  the  counting  room,  the  drawing  room;  but  we 
tolerate  such  oppression  of  capital  over  labor,  such  pressure  of  competi- 
tion, such  supremacy  of  cunning  and  diplomacy  over  artiessness  and 
necessity,  that  we  need  all  our  time  to  cry  aloud,  repent|  and  get  the 
stumbling  blocks  away  from  the  paths  of  our  fellow  men.  Let  us  ask 
for  less  formal  prayer  and  praise,  and  lees  mechanical  routine  in  religion, 
and  more  sympathetic  living  and  labor,  as  the  fitting  sacrifice  of  the  true 
Church.  We  want  no  vain  oblations,  no  smoke  of  incense,  no  chant  of 
priests  in  a  dead  language;  no  artistic  agony  of  a  choir  in  as  dead  a 
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•how;  no  flowers  of  rhetoric  strewn  over  the  tomb  of  the  Prophet, 
buried  beneath  the  glare  of  sensational  sermons;  no  fashionable  riyalries 
of  nnmbers  or  of  wealth  to  extend  a  heated  denominational  life.  If 
the  Oharch  cannot  save  ns  from  these,  and  help  ns  to  reach  the  8<^ 
Ibandations  of  jostioe,  mercy,  and  tmth.  then  let  ns  stand  nnder  tiie 
solemn  skies,  and  open  onr  hearts  to  the  living  God. 

y .  Wh<^t  are  the  Alton  of  Wonhip  t  They  are  not  erections  of  stone, 
npon  which  yictims  are  to  be  laid  nntil  a  lighted  fire  shall  consume  the 
offeriDg.  They  are  not  chiefly  communion  tables,  around  which  well 
mannered  siunts  gather  to  break  bread  and  drink  wine.  These  may  be 
altars  to  many  pious,  gifted,  and  beautiful  soub.  There  are  altars  higher 
and  holier  than  these.  They  are  the  Bethels  by  the  wayside,  in  erery 
truly  religious  life.  Wherever  we  have  turned  aside  for  a  breath  of 
pure  heavenly  air,  in  the  silent  and  lonely  aspirations  of  our  hearts  after 
Gk>d  and  his  blessed  truth ;  wherever  we  have  forgotten  oursdves  in  our 
kinder  remembrance  of  our  fellow  men ;  wherever  we  have  rescued  flpom 
peril,  shielded  from  calumny,  sa^ed  from  degradation,  snatched  from 
vice,  lifted  from  the  lowly  vale  of  poverty  our  brothers  of  the  race^  tiiese 
are  all  altars  of  sacrifice;  and  the  fire  of  €k>d  has  always  descended  upon 
the  offering.  Wherever  we  have  stood  alone  for  an  unpopular  truth,  thst 
has  been  an  altar,  glorified  with  troops  of  shimug  angels!  We  can  never 
go  backward  or  forward  to  such  an  altar  without  saying,  '^  Lord,  it  is  good 
for  us  to  be  here. "  In  these  fertile  spots  of  the  memory,  these  green 
slopes  of  life  slanting  upward  to  the  celestial  dty,  sparkling  with  etenul 
jewels,  may  we  ever  worship;  and  if  only  two  or  three  are  gath«ed 
together,  may  there  ever  "  appear  the  form  of  the  fourth,  like  unto  the  Son 
ofMan.^ 
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THE    TRUE    CHURCH. 

BY  THEODORE  TILTON. 

C  ASKED  a  holy  man  one  day, 

■••  Where  is  the  one  true  church,  I  pray?" 

-*'  Go  round  the  world,"  said  ho,  "and  search  : 
1^0  man  hath  found  the  one  true  church." 

H  pointed  to  n  spire,  cross-crowned. 

"**  The  church  is  false  I "  ho  cried,  and  frowned. 

But  murmuring  lie  had  told  me  wrong, 
I  pointed  to  the  entering  throng. 

He  answered,  "  If  a  church  be  true. 
It  hath  not  many,  but  a  few." 

Around  the  font  the  people  pressed. 

And  crossed  thomselvcft  from  br6w  to  breast. 

^*  A  cross !  "  he  cried,  "  writ  on  the  brow 
In  water  I— is  it  Christ's  ?— -look  thoo  ! 

**Each  forehead,  frowning,  sheds  it  off; 
Christ's  cross  abides  through  scowl  and  scoff." 

"Then,  looking  through  the  open  door, 
Wo  saw  men  kneeling  on  the  floor ; 

Faint  cjindlea,  by  the  dnylijjht  dimmed, — 
Like  wicks  tlic  foolish  virgins  trimmed  ; 

Fair  statues  of  the  saints,  as  white 
As  now  their  robes  are,  in  God's  light ; 

•San-laddcrs  dropped  aslant,  all  gold, — 
like  stairs  tlie  uiigels  trod  of  old. 

Around,  above,  from  nave  to  roof, 
Ho  gazed,  and  said  in  sad  reproof, 

•**  Alas  I  who  is  it  understands 

<Jod's  temple  is  not  made  with  hands  ? " 

— We  walked  along  a  shaded  way. 
Beneath  the  apple-blooms  of  May, 

And  came  upon  a  church  whose  dome 
Bore  still  the  crass,  but  not  for  Rome. 

Wo  brushed  a  cobweb  from  a  pane, 
And  gazed  within  the  sacred  faue. 

-'^Do  prayers,"  he  asked,  "  the  more  avail. 
If  murmured  nigh  an  altar-ruil  ? 

**  Does  water  sjirinkled  from  a  bowl 
Wash  any  sin  from  any  soul  ? 

"  Do  tongues  that  taste  the  bread  and  wine 
Speak  truer  after,  by  that  sign  ? 

"  The  very  priest,  in  gown  and  bands, 
Hath  lying  lips  and  guilty  hands  I " 

"  He  speaks  no  error,"  answered  I ; 
^*  He  says  the  living  all  shall  die, 

*^  The  dead  all  rise  ;  and  both  are  true ; 
Both  wholesome  doctrines, — old,  not  new." 
My  friend  returned,  "  He  aims  a  blow 
To  strike  the  sins  of  long  ago, — 

"  Yet  shields,  the  while,  with  studied  phrase, 
The  evil  present  in  these  days. 

*'  Doth  God  in  heaven  impute  no  crime 
To  prophets  who  belie  their  time  ? " 

—We  turned  away  among  the  tombs : 
The  bees  were  in  the  clover-blooms ; 
The  cricket  leaped  to  let  us  pass ; 
And  God's  sweet  breath  was  on  the  grass. 
We  spelled  the  legends  on  the  stones : 
The  graves  were  full  of  martyrs'  bones,— 

Of  bodies  which  the  rack  once  brako 
In  witness  for  the  dear  Lord's  sake,— 


Of  ashes  gathered  from  the  pyres 

Of  saints  whose  souls  fled  up  through  fires. 

I  heard  him  murmur  as  we  passed, 
*'  Thus  won  they  all  the  crown  at  Inst ; 

"  Which  now  men  lose  through  looking  back 
To  find  it  at  the  stake  and  rack ; 

"The  rack  and  stake  have  gathered  grime  : 
God's  touchstone  is  the  passing  time." 

— Just  then,  amid  some  olive  sprays, 
Two  orioles  perched  and  piped  their  lays, — 

Until  the  gold  beneath  their  throats 
Shook  molten  in  their  mellow  notes. 

Then,  pealing  from  the  church,  a  psalm 
Boiled  forth  upon  the  outer  calm. 

"  Both  choirs,"  said  I,  •'  are  in  accord. 
For  both  give  worship  to  the  Lord." 

Said  he,  "The  tree- top-song,  I  fear. 
Fled  first  and  straightest  to  God's  ear. 

"If  men  bind  other  men  in  chains. 
Then  chant,  doth  God  accept  the  strains  ? 

"  Do  loud-lipped  hymns  His  ear  allure? — 
God  hates  the  church  that  harms  the  poor !  " 

— ^Then  rose  a  meeting-house  in  view. 
Of  bleached  and  weather-beaten  hue, 

Where,  plain  of  garb  and  pure  of  heart. 
Men  kept  the  church  and  world  apart. 

And  sat  in  waiting  for  the  light 
That  dawns  upon  the  inner  sight ; 

Nor  did  they  vex  the  silent  air 
With  any  sound  of  hymn  or  prayer ; 

But  on  their  lips  God*s  hand  was  pressed, 
And  each  man  kissed  it  and  was  blessed.  ; 

I  asked,  "  Is  this  the  true  church,  then  ? " 
"  Nay,"  answered  he,  "  a  sect  of  men  : 

"  And  sects  that  lock  their  doors  in  pride 
Shut  God  and  half  His  saints  outside. 

"  The  gates  of  heaveuj  the  Scriptures  say. 
Stand  open  wide  by  night  and  day. 

"  Whoso  shall  enter  hath  no  need 
To  walk  by  either  church  or  creed  : 

"Tho  false  church  lead cth  men  astray  ; 
The  true  church  showeth  men  tho  way." 

Whereat  I  still  more  eager  grew 
To  shun  the  false  and  find  the  true  : 

And  naming  all  the  creeds,  I  sought 
What  truth,  or  lie,  or  both,  they  taught : 

Thus—"  Augustine— had  he  a  fault  ?  " 
My  friend  looked  up  to  yon  blue  vault, 

And  cried,  "Behold  1  can  one  man's  eyes 
Bound  all  the  vision  of  the  skies  ?  " 

I  said,  "  The  circle  is  too  wide.'* 
"  God's  truth  is  wider,"  he  replied ; 

"  And  Augustine  on  bended  knee. 
Saw  just  the  little  he  could  see ; 

"  So  Luther  sought  with  eyes  and  heart. 
Yet  caught  tho  glory  but  in  part ; 

"  So  Calvin  opened  wide  his  soul, 
Yet  could  not  comprehend  the  whole  : 

"  Not  Luther,  Calvin,  Augustine, 
Saw  half  the  vision  I  have  seen  1 " 

— ^Then  grew  within  me  a  desire  *  ^  ^^J^ 
That  kindled  like  «  flam«  of  fire.  ^OOglC 


I  looked  upon  liis  reverent  brow, 
Entreating,  "  Tell  rae,  who  art  thou  ? '' 

When,  by  the  light  that  filled  the  pincc, 
1  knew  it  wan  the  Lord's  own  fuee  : 
ThronRh  all  my  blood  a  rapture  stoic 
That  filled  my  body  and  my  soul. 

I  was  a  sinner  and  afraid  : 

1  bowed  mc  in  the  dust  and  prayed  :— 

»'  0  Christ  the  Lord !  end  Thou  my  f^enrch, 
And  lead  me  to  the  one  true  chuich  !  " 
Then  spake  lie,  not  aa  man  may  speak  : 
*'The  one  true  church  thou  shalt  not  seek ; 

*•  Behold,  it  is  enough,"  He  said, 

»'To  find  the  one  true  Christ,  its  Head  !  " 

Then  straight  he  vanished  from  ray  sight, 
And  left  me  btuuding  in  the  light. 


IX  WAR-TIME. 

BY   JOHN   O.   WHITHER. 

[Read  before  the  Alumni  of  the  Friends'  Yearly 
Meeting  School,  at  the  nnnuKl  meeting  at  Newport, 
Khode  Island,  IMh  Sixth  month,  1863. J 

Once  more,  dear  friends,  you  meet  beneath 

A  clouded  sk  V  : 
Not  yet  the  sword  has  found  its  sheath, 
And  on  the  sweet  spring  airs  the  breath 

Of  war  floats  by. 

Yet  trouble  springs  not  from  the  ground, 

Nor  pain  from  chance ; 
Th^  Eternal  order  circlca  round, 
And  wave  and  storm  find  mete  and  bound 

In  rrovidcucc. 

Full  long  our  feet  the  flowery  ways 

Of  peace  have  tiod, 
Content  with  creed  and  giixb  and  phrase  : 
A  harder  path  in  curlier  days 

Led  up  to  God. 

Too  cheaply  truths,  once  purchnscd  dear. 

Are  made  our  own  ; 
Too  long  the  world  has  smiled  to  hear 
Our  boast  of  full  corn  in  the  ear 

By  others  sown. 

To  sec  us  stir  the  martyr  fires 

Of  long  ago ; 
And  wrap  our  satisfied  desires 
111  the  singed  mantles  that  our  sires 

Have  dropped  below. 

But  now  the  cross  our  worthies  bore 

On  us  is  laid, 
Profession's  quiet  sleep  is  o'er. 
And  in  the  scale  of  truth  once  more 

Our  fuith  is  weighed. 

The  pry  of  innocent  blood  at  last 

Is  Vailing  down 
An  answer  in  the  whirlwind-blast, 
The  thunder  and  the  shadow  cast 

From  heaven's  dark  frown. 

The  land  is  red  with  judgments.     Who 

Stands  guiltless  forth  ? 
Have  we  been  faithful  as  we  knew, 
To  God  and  to  our  brother  true. 

To  Heaven  and  Earth  I 

How  faint,  through  din  of  merchandise 

And  count  of  gain, 
Has  seemed  to  us  the  captives'  cries  1 
llow  far  away  the  tears  and  sighs 

Of  souls  in  pain  ! 


This  day  the  fcarfuk reckoning  comes 

To  each  an«l  all ; 
Wo  hear  amidst  our  peaceful  homes 
The  summons  of  the  conscript  drnm^. 

The  bugle's  call. 

Our  path  is  plain :  the  war-net  dniw« 

Kound  U3in  vain, 
While,  faithful  to  the  Higher  Cause, 
We  keep  our  fealty  to  the  hiws 

Through  patie'nt  pain. 

The  levelled  gun,  the  battle  brand 

Wemav  not  take; 
But  calmly  loval  wc  can  stand 
And  suffer  wiih  our  suffering  land 

For  conscience'  sake. 

Why  ask  for  ease  where  all  is  pain  V 

'shall  we  alone 
Be  left  to  add  our  gain  to  pain, 
When  over  Armageddon's  plain 

The  trump  is  blown  ? 

To  suffer  well  is  well  to  serve ; 

Safe  in  onr  Lord 
The  rigid  lines  of  law  shall  curve 
To  snare  us ;  from  our  heads  shall  swervfr 

Its  smiting  sword. 

And  light  is  mirgled  with  the  gloom, 

And  joy  wiih  grief; 
Divincst  compensations  come, 
Through  thorns  of  judgment  mercies  blooofc 

In  sweet  relief. 

Thanks  for  our  privilege  to  blcsa, 

By  word  and  deed, 
The  widow  in  her  keen  distrc^.^ 
The  childless  an«l  the  fatherless, 

The  hearts  that  bleed  I 

For  fields  of  duty,  opening  wide, 

Where  all  our  powers' 
Are  tasked  the  eager  steps  to  guida 
Of  millions  on  a  path  untried  : 

The  slave  la  ouits ! 

Ours  bv  traditions  dear  and  old, 

wiiich  make  the  race 
Our  wards  to  cherish  and  uphold, 
And  cast  their  freedom  in  the  mold 

Of  Christian  grace. 

And  we  may  tread  the  sick  bed  floor* 

Where  strong  men  pine, 
And,  down  the  groaning  corridors. 
Pour  fi*eely  from  our  liberal  stores 

The  oil  and  wine. 

Who  murmui-H  that  in  these  dark  day» 

His  lot  is  cast  ? 
God's  baud  within  the  shadow  lays 
The  stones  whereon  His  gates  of  praise 

Shall  rise  at  last. 

Turn  and  o'erturn,  O  outstretched  hand  I 

Nor  stint,  nor  stay ; 
Tlie  years  have  never  dropped  their  san<l 
On  mortal  issue  vast  and  gmud 

As  ours  to-day. 

Already,  on  the  sable  ground 

Of  man's  despair, 
la  freedom's  glorious  picture  found, 
With  all  its  dusky  hands  unbound, 

Upraised  in  prayer. 

Oh,  small  shall  seem  all  .sacrifico 

And  pain  and  los?*, 
When  God  shall  wipe  the  weepinft  eyO»> 
For  suffering  give  the  Victoria  prize, 

The  crown  for  cross  ! 
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Thx  Twelfth  Yxablt  Msxtino  ov  thb  Bsuoious  Sooutt  ot 
Pbogrsssitx  Fbibnds  assembled  at  Longwood,  Chester  County,  Pa., 
on  Fifth  day,  the  2d  of  Sixth  month,  1864,  at  11  o'clock  a.  m. 
The  meeting-house,  notwithstanding  the  rain,  was  well  filled. 

Habt  Ann  Fulton,  one  of  the  Clerks,  read  the  Call  of  the  meet- 
ing, as  follows : 

The  Twelfth  Yeailj  Meetbg  of  the  Religions  Societf  of  Progressive  Friends 
will  be  held  at  Longwood  (near  Hamorton),  Chester  Cotinty,  Pa.,  beginzung  at  10 
o'clock  ▲.  x.,  on  Fifth  day,  the  2d  of  fflxth  month,  and  oonthining,  probably,  for 
three  days. 

This  Society  demands  assent  to  no  system  of  doctrines,  acknowledges  no  priest- 
hood, prescribes  no  form  of  worship ;  bnt,  cherishing  tiie  utmost  liberty  of  religions 
opinion,  inqoiiy,  and  speculation,  seeks  its  bond  of  nnion  in  a  common  love  of 
God  as  the  Unlyersal  Father,  a  common  regard  for  mankind  as  one  Brodieihood, 
common  aspirations  for  moral  and  religions  excellenoe,  and  common  labors  to  re- 
deem the  world  from  ignorance,  superstition,  and  tin,  and  introduce  the  era  of  uni- 
versal righteousness  and  peace.  Welcoming  and  cherishing  whatever  of  truth  wat 
q>oken  or  recorded  in  the  past,  it  nevertheless  looks  oontinuaUy  for  fresh  revela> 
tions  of  the  Divine  will,  and  rejoices  in  the  assoranoe  that  it  is  the  privilege  of  the 
pore  in  heart,  not  less  now  than  in  former  ages,  to  hold  communion  with  God, 
and  Co  be  guided  by  the  teachings  of  his  Holy  Spirit  The  time  of  its  public  as- 
semblies is  devoted,  not  to  sectariaa  propaguulkm,  nor  to  unprofitable  strife  and 
debate  in  regard  to  modes  of  faith  and  worship,  but  to  the  discovery  and  adoption 
of  the  measures  beet  adapted  to  promote  the  welfare  of  itkd  human  family ;  to  the 
application  of  the  pnndples  of  justice  and  freedom  to  individuals,  oommunitieSy 
and  nations ;  to  the  promulgation  of  testimonies  against  every  ^stem  of  oppres- 
sion and  wrong ;  to  the  cultivation  of  those  sentimenti^  asphrations,  yearnings,  and 
hopes  which  prodaim  the  soulo^man  immortal  as  his  Kakcr ;  and  to  that  exalted 
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feOofinhip  OM  with  Miodier  wbioh  b  tht  froi*  of  mntiMl  toOt  tad  tmoaOom  in  ikm 

OMiM  of  <mr  oommoQ  bmnaiii^. 

AU  who  ful  sttraoted  toward  a  Religious  Society  fooaded  iqHmthe  pnneiplM, 

deroted  to  the  ol^jeoti,  and  animated  by  the  tfitii  abore  deteiibed,  are  heartafy  is- 

Tited  to  meet  with  oi,  and  take  part  in  our  deliberations 

Oum  JoHHaoir,  Aludi  Acnsw, 

Mast  Am  Fuuroni,  JsmaB  K.  flmrw, 

Tbsodobb  D.  Wbld,  HAiorAH  Cos, 

Alios  Euxa  Hamblbtov,  Akhib  M.  Stambaoh, 

Altkbd  H.  Lots,  Ddcah  Mkhdkshaix^ 

SaiAH  M.  BaBNASD,  SoSAIQIA  P.  CBAKSSSa, 

THOMia  Hamblbtok,  Raobsl  Wilbor. 

The  following  linef  of  John  O.  Whittibb  were  then  read  and 
•ung: 

OLD  AND  NEW. 

Oh,  tometimee  gleams  upon  our  si|^ 
Through  present  wrong,  the  Eternal  Kght  I 
And  step  by  step,  since  time  began, 
We  see  the  steady  gain  of  man ; — 

That  all  of  good  die  past  halh  had 
Remains  to  make  our  own  time  ^ad, 
Our  oommon  dafly  life  diTina, 
And  e?ai7  land  a  Palastitta. 

We  lack  but  opea  eye  and  ear 
To  find  the  Orient's  manrels  here, 
The  still  small  Toice  in  autumn's  hush, 
Yon  maple  wood  the  burning  bush. 

For  still  the  new  trausoends  the  old, 
In  ngns  and  tokens  manifold ; 
Slaves  rise  up  men ;  the  oliye  waves 
With  roots  deep  set  in  battle  graves. 

Through  the  harsh  no|^  of  our  day 
A  low,  sweet  prelude  finds  its  way ; 
Through  clouds  of  doubt  and  creeds  of  fear 
A  light  is  breaking,  calm  and  clear. 

Henceforth  my  heart  shall  m^  no  more 
For  dden  time  and  holier  shore ; 
God's  love  and  blessing,  then  and  there. 
Are  now,  and  here,  and  evwy  where* 
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JofiiiH  BoKD  read  selections  from  the  Bible,  and  Samubl  Mar* 
SHALL  offered  prayer. 

Oliyeb  Johnson  read  a  Discourse  congratulating  the  friends  pres- 
ent upon  the  cheering  auspices  under  which  thej  were  convened,  re- 
viewing the  principles,  purposes,  and  history  of  the  Society,  and 
presenting  motives  for  renewed  activity  and  devotion  in  the  great 
cause  it  was  designed  to  promote.  For  a  few  moments  after  the  close  of 
the  address  the  meeting  sat  in  impressive  silence,  under  the  influence 
of  the  emotions  thereby  eioited ;  and  then  followed  remarks  by  Al- 
FBxn  H.  LovB,  Thomas  Hamblbton,  and  Thomas  Whitsok,  who  tes- 
tified earnestly  against  the  spirit  of  caste  so  generally  manifested 
toward  the  people  of  color,  and  urged  the  duty  of  recognising  the 
equal  rights  of  human  beings,  without  distinction  of  complexion,  na- 
tionality, or  sex. 

AFTBBNOON   SESSION. 
The  meeting  was  opened  with  singmg  the  hymn : 

*<  How  Uesft  tlie  mend  tie  that  bindi^ 
In  imioii  fWMt^  aoooidiog  mindi !  *' 

HiBAM  P.  Gbozixb  then  delivered  an  impressive  Discourse  from 
the  text,  "  Faith  without  works  is  dead." 

William  Llotb  Gabbison  addressed  the  meetbg  at  some  length, 
taking  a  very  hopeful  view  of  the  condition  and  prospects  of  the 
country,  and  exulting  especially  in  anticipation  of  the  speedy  and 
utter  abolition  of  slavery. 

John  Savebt,  minister  of  the  Universalist  Church  in  Huntington, 
L.  I.,  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  war  existing  in  our  country  and 
the  great  issues  involved  therein,  and  opposing  the  doctrine  of  non* 
resistance,  as  inconsistent  with  human  nature  and  the  safety  of  society. 
This  led  to  an  animated  discussion,  in  which  William  Llotd  Oabbi- 
SON,  H.  P.  Gbozibb,  John  W.  Hdbn,  John  Savbbt,  Olivbb  John- 
son, Jacob  L.  Paxson,  Samubl  Habshall,  and  Galbb  S.  Jaokson 
took  part 

A  Committee  to  prepare  business  for  the  meeting  was  appointed 
as  follows :  Wm.  Llotd  Gabbison,  Thomas  Whttson,  Mabt  Ann 
Fulton,  Thxodobx  Tilton,  H.  P.  GbozibB|  Alfbbd  H.  Love,  Alios 
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EuiA  Hahbliton,  John  W.  Rumj^  Ektebk  HaVxs,  Carroll  Dur- 
ham, H.  D.,  Jiififii  K.  Smith. 

The  following  persons  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  settle  vith 
the  Treasurer,  and  to  nominate  a  Treasurer  and  Clerks  for  the  en- 
suing year :  Hbnbt  M.  Smtth,  Eusebius  Babnabb,  Thomas  Gar- 
rbtt,  Eliza  Agnbw. 

SECOND  DAT. 

The  meeting  opened  with  reading  and  singing  the  foUowiii^ 
hymn: 

Holt  FaxhkbI  in  ih7  n^moy 
Caring  nought  for  hate  or  shame, 
Meeting  holdlj  everj  storm, 
We  woold  seek  die  irorld's  leform. 

BraTslj  maj  we  hear  the  cross, 
Meeklj  soflbr  earthlj  loss, 
Patient  alwayB  in  Thj  m^ 
Maj  we  stmggle  for  the  Bight. 

Heart  to  heart  and  hand  to  hand, 
One  in  porpose  QM^  we  stend ; 
Thna,  in  holy  nnion  strongs 
Maj  ws  Tanqniih  eyery  wrong. 

Tom  Thon  hack  the  swelling  tide, 
Bid  the  raging  stonn  subside ; 
Guide  ns  titroogfa  the  deepest  night ; 
Throng  the  doad  rereal  IV  ^t. 

The  Committee  iq[>pointed  to  settle  with  the  Treasurer  made  a 
report,  from  whioh  it  iq)peared  that  the  reoeipts  of  the  past  year,  in- 
dusiTe  of  the  halanee  preyiouslj  on  hand,  amounted  to  $118.30 ;  the 
expenditures  to  190.01 ;  leaving  a  balance  in  the  treasury  of  $2&3.29. 

The  same  Committee  nominated  for  Clerks  for  the  aisuing  year 
Oliyeb  Johnson  and  Annh  M.  Stambaoh  ;  for  Treasurer,  Isaac 
MiNDiNHALL ;  and  they  were  unanimously  elected. 

Whxiam  Llotd  Gabrison,  from  the  Business  Committee,  pre- 
sented a  Testimony  on  "  Slavery  and  the  Rebellion ;  "  also  forms  of 
memorials  to  Congress,  and  a  Testimony  recognising  and  commending 
the  invaluable  labors  of  Giobob  Thompson  in  explaining  to  the  peo> 
pie  of  Great  Britain  the  causes  of  the  Rebellion,  and  thereby  evoking 
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their  sympathy  with  the  North  in  her  struggle  with  Slavery  and 
Treason. 

Thbodori  Tilton  addreeeed  the  meeting  at  length,  and  in  a  rery 
impressire  manner,  npon  the  Bebellion,  its  oanses  and  oonseqaenoes, 
contending  that  the  foundations  of  the  Government  can  rest  securely 
only  npon  the  basb  of  nniversal  liberty  and  equality. 

Alvud  H.  Loyb  deliyered  a  very  earnest  address,  setting  forth 
his  views  in  &vor  of  non-resistance  as  opposed  to  war. 

William  Llotd  and  Chandlib  Dablington  made  a  few  remarks, 
after  which  the  Hutchinson  Fabolt  sang  an  appropriate  song. 

The  meeting  was  then  addressed  by  Hieam  P.  Gbozier  in  strong 
opposition  to  non-resistance,  and  in  favor  of  war,  as  necessary  for 
the  protection  of  society. 

Wm.  Llotb  Qabeison  spoke  briefly  in  reply,  mainly,  however,  to 
giYt  his  reasons  for  not  entering  upon  a  discussion  of  the  Peace  ques* 
tion  at  the  present  time* 

The  Hutchinson  Familt  then  sang  another  appropriate  song. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  meeting  resolved  to  publish  its  proceedings  in  pamphlet  form, 
and  the  sum  of  1110  was  contributed  for  that  purpose. 

The  Testimonies  in  relation  to  Slavery  and  the  Rebellion  were 
then  taken  up,  and  the  meeting  was  addressed  by  Wm.  Lloyd  Gab- 
bison,  Thomas  Hambliton,  Samuxl  Mabshall,  John  W.  Hubn,  and 
JosiAH  Bona. 

The  Hutchimson  Faiolt  then  sang  the  following  hymn  by  John 
0.  Whittibb: 

thy  will  be  done. 

We  aee  not,  know  not;  sU  our  way 
Is  nigbt — ^with  Thee  alone^is  day ; 
Wool  out  the  totrentfli  tmibled  drifts 
Abore  tiie  etoran  our  prajeis  we  lift, 
nby  win  be  done  I 

The  fleeh  maj  fail,  the  heart  may  faint, 
But  idio  are  we  to  make  complaint, 
Or  dare  to  plead,  in  times  like  these, 
The  weakness  of  our  love  of  ease? 
Thy  win  be  done! 
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We  telw  wHli  tdleiim  tfaankMaen 
Oar  bniden  i^  nor  Mk  h  1«m^ 
And  ooont  it  jof  that  arm  ire 
Ifaj  msttUf  aeire,  or  will  for  TiMe, 
Whoee  will  be  done! 

Though  dim  at  yet  in  tint  and  line, 
We  trace  Thy  piotnre's  wiae  design, 
And  tliank  Thee  that  oar  age  siq>pl!et 
Its  dark  rdief  of  lacrifice. 

Thj  will  be  done ! 

And  i(  in  oar  unworthineee, 
Thy  sacrificial  wine  we  press; . 
If  from  Thy  ofdeaTs  heated  bars 
Oar  feet  are  seamed  with  crimson  soars 
Thy  will  be  done ! 

If^  for  the  age  to  come,  this  hoar 
Of  trial  hath  Ticarioas  power. 
And,  blest  by  Thee,  oor  present  pain 
Be  Liber^s  eternal  gain, 

Thy  will  be  done  I 

Strike,  Thoa  tiie  Hester,  we  Thy  key% 
The  anthem  of  the  deetinieol 
The  minor  of  Thy  loftier  strain, 
Oar  hearts  shall  breathe  &e  old  refrain, 
Thy  will  be  done  I 

After  a  few  earnest  and  impreasiTe  remarks  by  Thboik>u  Tiltox, 
tbe  Testimony  on  <'  Slavery  and  the  BebelUon,"  and  the  forms  rf  Me- 
morials to  Congress,  were  nnanimoosly  adopted. 

Wm.  Llotd  Gasbison  then  addressed  the  meetmg  briefly,  paying 
a  well-deserred  tribute  of  gratitude  to  his  beloved  friend  Gnoioi 
Thompson,  for  his  invaluable  services  in  behalf  of  the  Amerioan 
cause  in  England.  The  Testimony  on  that  sulgeot  was  thai  unani- 
mously adopted.  ^ 

BusEBius  Babhabb  made  a  few  remarks,  after  which  the  Hutch* 
msoH  Faiolt  sang  the  following  hymn  by  Johh  Gt.  Whittixe: 

We  wiit  beneeih  thefrimece  blast 

The  pangs  of  trenflformetion ; 
Not  peinloMly  doth  Crod  recast 

And  moold  anew  the  natloB. 
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Hot  bonif  ifad  iM 
Where  moBgi  txfire; 
Nor  spans  the  bmd 
That  firon  the  kuid 
Uproots  the  aneisot  «fiL 

Hie  hand-breadth  dood  the  sages  feafsd 

Its  blood  J  ram  is  dropping ; 
The  pdson  plant  the  fathers  iparsd 
An  else  is  overtopping. 
East,  West,  South,  North, 
It  enrsee  the  earth ; 
All  jnstioe  dies, 
And  fraud  and  lies 
lire  only  in  its  shadow. 

What  gives  the  wheat-field  blades  of  steel? 

What  points  the  rebel  cannon  ? 
What  sets  the  roaring  rabble's  heel 
On  the  old  star-spangled  pennon? 
What  breaks  the  oath 
Of  the  men  o*  the  South? 
What  whets  the  knife 
For  tiie  Union's  life  ?^ 
Hark  to  the  answer:  SUvery  I 

Then  waste  no  blows  oo  lesser  Ibas 

In  strife  unworthy  fineemen. 
Qod  lifts  to-day  the  rail,  and  shows 
The  features  of  tiie  demon ! 

O  North  and  South, 

Its  Tiotims  both, 

Can  ye  not  cry, 

"Letslayerydier 
And  union  find  in  freedom  ? 

Abore  the  maddening  ory  for  blood, 

Above  the  wild  war-drumming, 
Let  Freedom's  voioe  be  heard,  with  good 
The  evil  overcoming. 
Give  prayer  and  purse 
To  stay  the  Curse 
Whose  wrong  we  share, 
Whose  shame  we  bear. 
Whose  end  shall  ^addsn  He«««i  1 

In  vain  the  beOs  of  war  shaH  ring 

Of  triumphs  and  revenges, 
While  still  is  ^larsd  the  evfl  thing 

That  seven  and  estraogML 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ iC 


10 

Bat  Uait  the  ear 
Tbftt  yM  iImD  hear 
The  jobilaat  bell 
llifti  linge  the  knell 
Of  SUTeryftvevwl 

Then  let  the  eelfidi  lip  be  dumb, 

And  hoflfaed  the  breath  of  ei^ing; 
Before  tiiejox  of  peaoe  must  oome 
The  pebs  of  purifying. 
God  give  ni  grace 
Each  in  hie  place 
To  bear  hie  bt, 
And,  munnuiing  not, 
Endure  and  %ait  and  labor  I 

THIRD  DAY. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  singing  the  well-known  hymn  of 

Addison : 

*<  When  aU  thj  meroiei,  0  my  God, 
Mj  zisiiig  aonl  eurreyB." 

Chakdleb  Da&linqton  spoke  briefly  on  ihe  manifestations  of  the 
religions  sentiment  in  diflerent  ages  of  the  world. 

Thiodori  TiLTONy  from  the  Business  Committee,  presented  a 
Testimony  on  '*  Frejadice  agabst  Color,"  and  made  a  yery  earnest 
and  impresuve  address  in  support  thereof. 

BoBSRT  FuBYis  followsd,  illustrating  the  absurdity,  meanness, 
and  onielty  of  the  preyailing  prejudioe  against  the  Negro  by  some 
Tory  bteresting  incidents  in  his  own  ezperienoe. 

William  Llotd  spoke  briefly  but  impreadyely  on  the  subject, 
after  which  the  Testimony  was  adopted. 

The  Testimony  previonsly  presented  from  the  Business  Commit- 
tee on  "  Acceptable  Worship  "  was  next  considered. 

DxBOBAH  BuTLiB,  of  Washington  Co.,  N.  T.,  made  a  brief  but 
T^  touching  address,  and  was  followed  by  Algina  Wilhilm,  of 
Philadelphia,  who  spoke  at  greater  length  and  with  equal  earnestness, 
in  support  of  the  Testimony. 

Habia  J.  Dbnnitt,  M.  D.,  presented  the  case  of  the  oppressed 
sewing-women  of  Philadelphia,  reciting  instances  of  trial  and  sufier- 
ing  that  awakened  the  deepest  sympathy.  Her  ai^>eal  for  pecuniaiy 
aid  on  behalf  of  the  class  referred  to  met  with  a  liberal  response 
flrom  many  individuals. 
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AFTERNOON  SESSION, 

The  Testimony  on  "Acceptable  Worship  "  was  adopted. 

The  Testimony  on  "  The  Caose  of  Woman''  was  next  considered, 
and,  after  remarks  by  Aloika  Wilhblm  and  Willum  B.  Elliott, 
adopted. 

The  Testimony  on  "  The  Erihi  of  War"  was  adopted  without 
discussion. 

The  Committee  appomted  last  year  to  collect  money  for  the  sap- 
,  port  of  Mart  E.  Gage  as  a  Teacher  of  Freedmen  in  South  Carolina 
reported,  through  Isaao  Mxndinhall,  Treasurer,  that  the  whole 
amount  collected  was  $177.72 ;  tihe  amount  paid  1182.50;  leaving  a 
balance  due  the  Treasurer  of  $4.78,  to  meet  which  are  some  pledges 
yet  unpaid.  The  condition  and  wants  of  the  emancipated  slaves  of 
the  South  being  thus  introduced,  Alfred  H.  Lovb  proposed  that  a 
collection  be  taken  up  for  the  treasury  of  the  Philadelphia  Friends' 
Association  for  the  Relief  of  Freedmen.  After  remarks  by  Olivbr 
JoHKSON  and  Aloina  Wilhxlm,  the  proposition  was  agreed  to. 
The  sum  collected  was  $56.22. 

CHAin>LXB  DABLiNcrroN  moved  that  the  Discourse  delivered  at  the 
opening  of  the  meeting  on  Fifth  day  by  Oliver  Johnson  be  printed 
with  our  proceedings.  The  motion,  being  seconded,  was  unanimously 
adopted.    The  Discourse  is  accordingly  printed  herewith. 

Ariel  Silver,  minister  of  the  ^  New  Jerusalem  Church "  in 
Wilmington,  Del,  made  a  brief  address,  avowing  his  hearty  sympa- 
thy with  Progressive  Friends  in  their  humanitary  labors,  and  pre* 
senting  his  views  as  to  the  cause  and  cure  of  the  evils  that  afflict  the 
world. 

Anna  R  Dickinson,  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  the  meetbg, 
made  a  brief  address  upon  the  state  of  the  country,  rebuking  the 
Government  for  its  lack  of  thoroughness  in  dealing  with  the  question 
of  slavery,  and  for  not  muntaining  fully  and  completely  the  equal 
rights  of  the  Negro. 

Theodore  Tilton,  Alfred  H.  Love,  Leonard  Johnson  of  Yer- 
mont,  EusERius  Barnard,  W.  L.  Garrison,  Samuel  Pancoast  of 
Iowa  (Methodist),  and  Thomas  Hamblbton,  as  the  time  of  final  ad- 
journment drew  nigh,  made  appropriate  remarks. 

The  Clerks  announced  that  they  had  selected  the  following  per* 
sons  to  aid  them  in  revising  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  and  in 
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oaUing  the  maeting  nest  year :  Bbhj.  0.  Bioov,  Susanna  P.  Gham- 
BBS8,  Thbodom  Tilton,  Annh  F.  Kxnt,  Garboll  Dunham,  Anna 
S.  Dickinson,  Rachsl  Wilson,  Buskbius  Babnarb,  Mabt  Ann  Ful- 
ton, Alfbbd  H.  Loyb,  Lucbbtla  Natlob,  J.  William  Cox,  Jbnnib 
K.  Smith,  Wiluam  Llotd. 

After  a  song  by  the  Hutchinson  Family,  the  meeting  concluded. 

It  should  be  stated,  that  the  meeting-hoose,  on  the  second  and 
third  days,  was  crowded  to  its  utmost  capacity,  while  many  were  ex- 
cluded for  want  of  room ;  that  the  interest  in  the  proceedings,  from 
first  to  last,  was  all-absorbing ;  and  that,  in  spite  of  all  differences  of 
opinion,  the  most  delightM  harmony  of  fueling  and  purpose  was  ex* 
hibited. 

The  regular  meeting  of  Progressiye  Friends,  on  the  First  day  im« 
Buediately  following  the  adjournment  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  was 
attended  by  a  rery  crowded  audience.  The  exercises,  which  were 
rery  interesting  and  impressire,  oonmsted  of  the  reading  of  a  portion 
of  Scripture  by  Wm.  Llotb  Oabbison,  prayer  by  Outxb  Johnson, 
addresses  by  Outbb  Johnson,  Aloina  WiLpLM,  Wm.  Llotb 
Gabbison,  Thsodobb  Tilton,  and  Anna  E.  Dickinson,  and  singing 
by  the  Hutchinson  Family. 

Thus  were  four  days  spent  in  delightfu}  social  communion  and 
religbus  fellowship  by  a  large  company  of  friends  of  Truth,  Freedom, 
and  Progress,  who  took  leaYe  of  one  another  at  last  with  many  re* 
grets,  but  with  feelings  of  gratitude  for  the  priYileges  they  had  en- 
joyed in  meeting  together,  and  with  heartfelt  desires  for  one  another's 
weUu*e  and  for  the  promotion  of  the  cause  of  pure  and  undefiled 
Beligion  throughout  the  world. 

OLIVER  JOHNSON,       )  rj^  . 
ANNIE  M.  STAMBACH,  > 

^^  The  J^tuAj  MMtiog  for  1805  will  oommenoe  on  the  first  Fifth  daj  in  die 

Sixth  SKMlA* 
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I.— SLAVERY  AND  THE  REBELLION. 

This  Sooiety  wonld  renew  its  testimooy,  at  this  time,  oonoerniDg  the 
wide-spread  and  bloody  rebeUion  which  yet  remains  to  be  suppressed : 

That  it  is  a  rebellion,  not  on  the  part  of  the  oppbusbd.  to  redress  long- 
endnred  wrongs  and  to  vindioate  their  inalienable  rights,  bnt  by  a  hanghty 
and  merciless  slatb  OLiaABOHT,  to  perpetuate  their  terrible  dominion 
oyer  the  hapless  victims  of  their  slaveholding  cupidity,  to  strike  a  deadly 
blow  at  the  cause  of  ft^edom  throughout  the  w(H4d,-  and  to  snbstitnte  for 
the  civilization  of  the  nineteenth  century  the  barbarism  <^  the  darkest 
ages:  < 

That  not  one  of  the  numerous  allegations  of  these  conspirators 
against  the  GK>vemment  oi  the  United  States  and  the  people  of  the  North 
is  founded  in  truth;  but,  on  the  contrary,  they  are  as  malicious  in  spirit 
as  they  are  diabolical  in  design ;  so  that  the  so-called  Confederate  States 
stand  revealed  to  the  world  as  utterly  without  excuse  on  any  prindi^  ^ 
revolution  or  resistance  recognized  by  mankhid : 

That,  as  the  tree  is  known  by  its  fhiits,  so  the  rebellion  shows  its 
true  character  by  the  shocking  perfidies  and  savage  atrocities  committed 
^mder  its  flag : 

That,  therefore,  all  the  pulsations  of  the  human  heart  for  liberty, 
Justice,  humanity,  and  the  triumph  of  the  right,  must  bdtX  strongly  in 
opposition  to  this  unhallowed  attempt  to  deny  to  the  people  the  right  of 
self-government,  to  deprive  them  of  the  right  to  choose  Iheir  own  rulers 
as  against  hereditary  succession  and  tyrannical  usurpation,  and  to  eternize 
slavery: 

That  those  at  the  North  who,  under  the  mask  of  loyalty,  are  en* 
deavoring  to  baffle  the  efforts  oi  the  €k>vemmentto  suppress  the  rebellion, 
who  are  openly  giving  their  sympathy  and  covertly  their  aid  to  the  rebels, 
and  who  are  busily  engaged  in  blackening  the  character  of  President  Lin- 
coln and  breaking  down  his  Administration  for  the  same  evil  purpose, 
are  deserving  of  even  heavier  condemnation  than  those  at  the  South  who 
glory  in  their  treason  and  boldly  subject  themselves  to  its  penalty : 
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That,  while  this  Society  doee  not  lee  anything  in  this  fearftil  stnigg^ 
to  fnyalidate  its  well-known  peace  principles — for,  had  these  bem  truly 
accepted  and  fUthfbUy  acted  npon  by  the  nati<m  from  the  beginning, 
there  conld  be  neither  slayery  nor  a  rebellions  war  growing  out  of  it- 
yet  it  belieyes  the  €k>Temment  as  consUtntionally  organiEed,  and  ma  its 
own  plane  of  action,  not  only  jnstified  in  patting  f<Mth  its  Ml  power  for 
the  q[>eedy  suppression  of  this  wiclced  revolt,  bnt  in  so  doing  is  acting  in 
accordance  with  the  highest  convictions  of  daty  in  the  minds  of  the  peo> 
pie,  and  folthfoUy  discharging  the  momentons  trusts  committed  to  its 
hands: 

That  recreancy  to  cherished  convictions  of  right,  cowardice  in  the 
hour  of  danger,  an  iniquitous  compromising  spirit,  or  a  selfish  regard  for 
personal  safety  and  int^'ests,  cannot  promote  peace ;  and  a  people  who^ 
believing  it  their  right  and  doty  to  d^end  their  liberties  with  the  swotd 
when  cloven  down  by  the  hand  of  tyranny,  shrink  from  meeting  the  issue 
through  base  poltroonery,  instead  of  subserving  the  cause  of  peace  by  such 
B<»i-resistance,  are  dually  stimulating  the  war  spirit,  and  providing  for 
a  mme  bloody  tay^lMythe  Aitore : 

That  it  behoov^H^Ke  whole  nation  solemnly  to  remember  that  the 
awfU  Judgments  to  which  it  is  now  subjected  are  the  results  of  its  oppiee- 
sion  of  an  abhorred  and  helpless  race : — ^'  Ye  have  not  proclaimed  liberty 
every  man  to  his  neighbor,  and  every  man  to  his  brother ;  ther^offe.  I 
proclaim  a  liberty  for  you,  saith  the  Lord,  to  the  sword,  to  the  pestilence, 
and  to  the  fomine  :^*— hence,  it  ought  to  repent  as  in  sackcloth  and 
ashes,  and  to  put  away  its  great  iniquity  by  causing  liberty  to  be  pro- 
claimed "  throughout  all  the  land,  unto  all  the  inhabitants  thereof : " 

That  in  this  great  extremity  of  the  nation'e  peril  and  suffering,  eveiy 
one  should  be  prompt  to  stand  in  his  lot,  and  to  bear  his  share  of  the 
public  burden;  and,  whether  men  can  conscientiously  rally  under  the 
national  flag,  armed  and  equipped  to  uphold  the  Government,  ot  whetheik 
they  are  scrupulous  non-resistants,  there  is  scope  for  the  most  active 
efforts  on  the -part  of  all,  and  for  the  universal  cooperation  of  all  loysi 
souls  in  suppressing  the  rebellioD,  and  extending  liberty  and  peace  through- 
out the  land : 

That  this  Sodefy  recognizes  the  right  and  the  duty  of  the  Qovern- 
ment,  under  the  Constitution,  to  order  a  draft  where  volunteering  is 
inadequate,  and,  admitting  the  diflSculty  of  its  providing  for  exoeptionsl 
oases  of  conscience  without  danger  of  abuse,  nevertheless  respectfoUy 
■nbmits  to  the  Qovernment^  in  <»^er  to  avoid  unnecessary  severity  of 
treatment  on  its  part,  and  undeserved  suffering  on  the  part  of  innocent 
individuak,  the  propriety  of  assigning  to  drafted  non-reustants  or  consoisn- 
tio«s  peace  men,  the  duty  of  attending  upon  the  sick  or  dying  upon  the 
battle-fleld,  or  in  the  hospitals,  or  performing  some  other  service  e^ially 
unobjectionable  to  their  conscience  and  necessary  to  the  state  : 
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That,  while  partioSpatIng  in  1^  benefits  of  the  GtovemmeDty  and 
sympathiring  with  it  in  its  efforts  to  put  down  the  rebellion  and  its 
oanse,  those  who  are  disarmed  bj  principle  should  show  thehr  readiness 
to  inoor  any  risk  or  make  anj  sacrifice,  where  they  can  con^stently  do 
so,  to  aUeviate  the  horrors  of  the  strife^  and  insure  the  triumph  of  free 
institaUons  oyer  cliattel  despotism. 

n.— PEEJUDIOE  AGAINST  OOLOB. 

Among  our  other  testimonies,  we  desire  to  add  our  solemn  protest,  not 
only  against  the  system  of  human  slavery,  so  long  existing  in  the  Southern 
States,  but  against  the  spirit  of  caste  which  that  ^stem  has  widely  en- 
gendered throughout  the  Northerh — ^making  the  former  yiotims  of  bond- 
age, sQoh  as  are  now  happily  free  ftom  the  yoke,  still  the  sul^ects  of  a 
prevailing  pr^udiee  that  works  them  iqjary  and  defeats  their  deration* 
We  declare  that  this  pr^udice  is  unnatural,  undemooratio,  and  unchris- 
tian; that  the  statutes  which  are  founded  upon  ij^fe  many  of  the  free 
States  are  unworthy  of  the  general  free  q^irit  d^fjfbii^ma  laws,  and 
ought  to  be  immediately  repealed ;  and  that  the  KJ^gmilii  entitled  to  the 
same  political  rights,  the  same  impartial  equality  before  the  law,  with  all 
other  classes  of  his  fSellow  countrymen*  As  a  great  step  toward  the 
attainment  c^  this  righteous  end,  this  Sodety  haOs  with  satisfaoti<m  the 
decision  of  Attorney-General  Bates,  that  the  Negro  is  rightfully  recognised 
as  aeitiaenof  the  United  States,  and  we  shall  labor  that  the  time  may 
speedily  come  when  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  MA.  dignities  of  such 
citizenship  shall  no  longer  be  unjustly  denied,  bur  freely  offered  to  a 
class  of  our  countrymen  who,  having  long  suffered  from  a  Government 
under  whose  laws  t^ey  have  been  oppressed,  have  shown  an  example  of 
magnanimity  uneqsalled  in  history,  by  exposing  their  lives  for  the  d^ence 
oMiat  Government  in  its  hour  of  periL 

m.-MEMORIALS  TO  CONGRESS. 

To  the  Senate  and  H&im  ef  Reprmentatwee  of  the  United  States,  in 
Oongremaeeemkled: 
The  Yearly  Meeting  of  the  Religious  Society  of  Progressive  Friends, 
kt  session  at  Longwood,  Chester  County,  Pa.,  Sixth  month,  1864,  respect- 
fully but  earnestly  entreats  you  to  pass  a  law  abolishing  Slavery  in  every 
part  of  the  United  States.  In  time  of  peace  we  could  not  conscientiously 
ask  you  to  enact  such  a  law;  but  Slavery  being  now  in  open  revolt 
agdnst  the  Government,  we  hold  that,  under  the  powers  incident  to  a 
bloody  struggle  for  the  national  life,  yon  have  a  dear  constitutional  right 
to  destroy  it,  root  and  branch,  as  a  nucleus  of  treason  and  rebellion;  and 
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th«ti  as  the  sysUm  it  *i  onoe  a  ain  aguort  God  and  a  crime  agdnat  man, 
joa  are  under  the  moft  aolemn  moral  obligation  to  exerdae  the  pow«r 
providentially  placed  in  jonr  hands  for  its  eztennination. 

To  the  Bbu$e  qf  Sepr€9entatw€i  qfthe  United  Statm: 

The  Yearly  Meeting  of  the  Religions  Societj  of  ProgresdTe  Friendly 
in  session  at  Longwood,  Ohester  Oonnty,  Pa^  Sixth  noonth,  1864,  reqwot- 
ftilly  bat  eamestiy  entreats  yon  promptlj  io  ooncnr  in  the  reaoluticn  «f 
the  Senate  submitting  to  the  seyeral  States  an  amendment  to  the  Oniatiti- 
tion^  forever  prohibiting  Slaveij,  and  conferring  npon  Oongress  the  power 
to  provide  by  legislation  for  the  enforcement  of  snch  provision. 

IV.— GEOEGE  THOMPSON. 

In  view  of  the  timely  and  valnsble  labors  of  our  distingniahed  fKsnd 
George  Thompson,  in  giving  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain  a  zigfat  view 
of  the  pending  Oivil  War  in  the  United  States,  exposing  the  madiinatioi 
of  the  emissaries  of  the  Sonthem  Confederacy  in  foreign  lands,  and  render- 
ing to  the  cause  of  the  North  (according  to  the  testimony  of  John  Bri^ 
a  more  signal  service  than  any  other  man  in  Europe;  this  meeting  denra 
to  add  its  voice  to  the  many  congratulations  with  which  that  brave  sad 
able  champion  of  Freedom  has  been  welcomed  to  oar  slxvea,  and  to  ei- 
press  the  hope  that^  as  he  was  among  the  earliest  advocates  of  the  Aboli- 
tion of  Slavery  in  this  country  thirty  years  ago,  he  maj  live  to  see  tbs 
work  to  which  he  has  devoted  hii  Hfb  completed — every  chain  brt^ea, 
and  every  slave  set  free.  ' 

v.— EVILS  OP  THE  WAR. 

As  war,  however  great  or  beneficent  its  object,  never  fails  to  prodaee 
many  serious  evils,  just  in  proportion  to  its  magnitude  and  dnratioii;  so, 
as  the  present  sanguinary  conflict  in  our  land  ia  one  of  almost  unparalleled 
extent,  from  it  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  will  follow  a  vast  aug- 
inentation  of  intemperance,  profanity,  licentiousness,  and  other  vices, 
thereby  imperilliog  public  virtue  and  retarding  human  advancement; 
consequently,  it  behooves  the  friends  of  temperance,  parity,  and  good 
morals  prq;K>rtionably  to  exert  themselves  to  meet  this  inflnx  of  crime 
and  misery  by  untiring  vigilance,  the  most  fidthftd  testimonies,  and  the 
most  potent  instrumentalities. 

VL— THE  CAUSE  OF  WOMAN. 

On  no  anniversary  of  this  association  could  we  properly  omit  oar 
testimony  against  all  tiiose  laws^  regulations,  and  usages,  whereby  woman 
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in  all  lands  stands  proscribed  and  d^ressed  on  aoconnt  of  her  sex ;  or  to 
claim  for  her  the  enjoyment  of  those  rights  and  the  posseasioii  of  those 
privileges  to  which  she  is  entitled  as  a  hnman  being,  whose  life,  liberty, 
and  welfiur^  are  inyolyed  in  the  destiny  of  society  and  the  straotnre  of 
gOYCimment  It  is  not  for  man  to  assnme  her  responsibilities,  to  ezclnde 
her  firom  any  position  she  is  qnalified  to  fill,  to  deny  her  any  employment 
she  can  sneoessftilly  pnrsne.  To  her,  as  freely  as  to  him,  should  be 
opened  erery  indostrial  aveDne,  granted  eyery  political  and  religions 
ri^^  and  made  available  every  official  station ;  leaving  for  individual 
endowment,  coltore,  fitness  to  determine  the  relative  avocation  or  emi* 
nance  which  each  may  follow  or  attain. 

VIL— ACCEPTABLE  W0R8HIP. 

Smohedy  That  it  is  the  imperative  daty  of  every  man  and  woman  to 
avail  themselves  of  every  opportunity  to  do  good  to  their  fellow  man; 
and  that  ^^ministering  to  the  physical  wants  of  the  sick  or  wounded, 
pouring  consolation  and  encouragement  into  the  sorrow-stricken  heart, 
and  endeavoring  to  lift  to  a  higher  level  the  low  and  degraded,  the  poor 
and  the  outcast,  the  rejected  and  despised  of  6k>d's  children,  is  the  most 
aoo^>table  worship  we  can  render  to  the  Great  Father  of  us  a^,  and  with- 
out which  all  other  forms  are  as  '^  sounding  brass  and  a  tinkling  oymbaL^ 


The  foregoing  Testimonies  were  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Twelfth 
Yearly  Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends,  held  at  Longwood,  Pa.,  from  the 
2d  to  the  4th  of  the  Sixth  month,  indurive,  1864. 

OLIVER  JOHNSON,         )    ^j^j^ 
ANNIE  M.  STAMBAOH, )         ' 
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A  DISOOUESE 

Bt  Ouyib  Johssoh,  of  Nbw  Toee. 

JMic&rdd  at  ths  opening  qfthe  Twelffth  Yearly  Meeting  i^Frogn 
Friendij  at  Longtoood^  Pa^  Sixth  month  2<2, 1864:.  ^ 

[PUBLIAHKO  BT  REQUEST  OT  THB  MIBTIN«.] 

DxABLT  Bbloybd  Fbiknds  :  Permit  me  to  congratnlate  jon,  one  and 
all,  upon  the  cbeering  anspicea  under  which  we  are  this  daj  convened. 
Tme,  the  Nation's  deadly  struggle  with  Slavery  and  Treason  la  not  yet 
ended|  and  do  man  is  wise  enoagh  to  tell  us  how  much  longer  it  may  Isst, 
or  what  agonies  remain  to  be  endured ;  but^  thanks  to  the  God  of  Jostles 
and  Lovel  we  have  an  abiding  faith  that  itwill,  sooner  or  later,  be 
crowned  with  victory  and  peace.  True,  the  "  sweet  breath  of  summer  ^ 
it  heavy  with  tidings  of  war,  and  our  hearts  are  bleeding  fbr  loved  ones 
slain  in  battle,  or  wrung  with  anxiety  for  fathers,  husbands,  brothers,  or 
lovers,  sick  or  mainad,  and  hovering  between  life  and  death  in  camp  or 
hospital.  But,  above  the  dust  and  smoke  of  the  battle-field  we  see  the 
riung  sun  of  liberty,  and  under  all  the  weight  of  our  sorrow  we  are  more 
than  consoled.  In  apite  of  our  tears  and  agony,  we  exult  in  the  proepect 
that  our  country  is  ere  long  to  be  delivered  from  the  crime  and  curse  of 
bondage,  and  stand  redeemed,  regenerated,  and  disenthralled  by  the  irrs- 
jistible  genius  of  universal  emancipatioiil 

••Oat  of  the  4wk  the  eIreliDf  i|ihere 

Ii  rowi4iiif  oBwerd  to  die  Ufht ; 
We  do  not  aee  the  taW  daj  hero^ 

But  we  do  tee  the  peliog  night. 
Look  beokwerd,  how  nraeh  hae  beea  won  1 

Look  rooad,  how  mneh  li  jel  to  win  I 
The  watehee  of  the  night  are  done^ 

The  watehee  of  the  di^  beglib** 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ iC 


19 

If;  taming  now,  for  a  moment,  from  the  contemplation  of  oar  national 
strog^  we  direct  onr  thonghta  to  onr  oonditioii  and  pToq>eota  at  a 
Beligions  Society,  we  Bhall  find  pecnliar  cause  fbr  gratitude  to  God,  as 
wen  at  for  enoonragemttitinthe  work  before  us.  In  the  first  place,  we  may 
well  felicitate  onrsdyes  npon  ttieJ¥$Mhm  which  is  at  once  the  chief  charac- 
teristic and  charm  of  onr  assooiaticm,  and  which  experience  has  shown 
to  he  aboTC  all  price  as  a  means  of  moral  and  spiritual  growth.  To  me  it  is 
pecdiarly  deli|^tfal  to  reflect,  that  while  we  are  limited,  more  or  less,  bj 
ignorance  and  pr^odice,  we  are  tree  at  least  from  ecdenastical  and  secta*' 
rian  bonds.  We  have  no  prescribed  forms  of  worship,  no  fixed  method  of 
procedure ;  we  are  bound  bj  no  creed  or  system  of  doctrines ;  we  haye  no> 
priesthood  to  lord  it 'over  xis,  and  no  infiallible  book  to  supersede  the 
direct  reyelation  of  Qod's  will  in  our  own  souls.  As  indiyiduals,  we  all 
have  our  theologies,  but  we  find  our  bond  of  imion,  not  in  them,  but  in 
something  that  underlies  them  all — a  common  loye  of  Ck)d  and  goodness, 
common  aspirations  for  mor^l  and  religious  excellence,  and  a  common 
derire  to  labor  for  the  improyement  and  welfrure  of  our  fellow-men.  We 
meet  together  upon  terms  of  perfect  equality,  with  only  such  restraints 
upon  speech  and  action  as  are  imposed  by  mutual  affection  and  respect, 
and  a  common  desire  that  eyerything  we  do  should  be  '*  done  decently 
'  and  in  order.''    No  sntjeet  that  concerns  the  welfitfe  of  the  human  race 

Its  out  of  order  in  our  assemUiee.    Our  action  in  former  years,  howeyer 
honestly  taken  or  solemnly  recorded,  cannot  be  pleaded  in  limitation  of 
our  right  of  action  here  and  now.    It  is  our  high  priyOege  and  duty, 
aboye  all  precedent  and  all  routine,  to  welcome  any  truth,  new  or  old, 
^    howeyer  inconsistent  with  former  beliefb  or  acts ;  to  be  hospitable  to  new 
thoughts  and  opinions ;  in  short,  to  *'  proye  all  things  and  hold  fost  that 
[  U      which  is  good."    Haying  no  Discipline  to  conserye  or  enforce,  and  no 
(^  ^      ecdedastioal  or  sectarian  machinery  to  be  worked,  we  are  free  to  enter 
'  ^        at  once  upon  the  consideration  of  the  great  moral  issues  which,  in  the 
*        proyidence  of  God,  are  crowded  upon  our  attention,  and  which,  in  most 
religious  bodies,  are  either  thrust  aside  or  permitted  to  occupy  but  a 
subordinate  place.    If  there  is  in  us,  as  indiyiduals,  a  heart  for  any  enter- 
prise of  charity  or  mercy,  a  desire  to  testify  against  any  wrong,  or  to  en- 
gage in  any  work  of  righteousness,  there  is  nothing  in  our  organization  to 
hinder,  but  much  to  stimulate  and  encourage  us. 

Such,  dear  friends,  is  the  liberiy  in  which  the  foundations  of  this  Belig- 
ions  Society  were  laid ;  and  I  call  you  to  witness  this  day  that  the  experi- 
ence of  eleyen  years  has  made  it  eyen  m<^e  precious  in  our  eyes  than  It 
was  in  the  beginning.  We  were  warned  at  the  outset  that  the  attempt  to 
fbimd  a  Ohuroh  <m  mxoh  princ^les,  howeyer  it  might  seem  for  a  time  to 
succeed,  would  in  the  end  proye  a  faOure;  that  a  religious  body  with  no 
external  bands,  and  h»?iBg  no  creed,  diadpline^  priesthood,  or  elderriitp, 
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would  inerhably  M  asonte  fcr  waat  of  cohwiTe  foroe;  and  tib«fc  p«rfeot 
Hbertj  of  speeoh  in  o«r  m^Magt  woM  lead  to  iniotartMe  oonftuMm  aad 
disorder.  It  most  be  eonlbned  thai  we  haTe  aoiiietimBe  been  snaoyed  by 
the  obtrodTe  demoBftrationa  ef  theae  wbo  know  not  how  todiaoriniaala 
between  liberty  and  Uoenae,  but  on  the  whole,  o«r  ineeHiig^  far  goad 
order  and  ediiying  speeoh,  have  nore  than  vei^aed  onr  higheat  nntiei^ 
tions.  The  propbeeiee  of  More  whieh  grsated  onr  moveaaani  ^  tost  are 
not  jet  Mffiled;  nor  will  they  be  whUe  the  Ioto  of  God  and  <tf  hnoBanty 
is  the  dominating  power  in  onr  hearts. 

We  may  daim  as  a  merit  one  featare  of  oor  aasoeiation,  whkh  has 
sometimes  been  deaorlbed  as  a  gkring  firalt.  It  isso  ria^ilo  in  its  atrae- 
Inre  that  nothing  oan  keep  it  alire  after  the'spirit  in  whish  it  origiBrted 
dies  oat,  or  it  shall  oaase  to  answer  the  wanta  of  its  meashen;  and  when 
ito  moral  Ufe  haa  departed,  there  win  be  no  eodaaiastieal  rabfaiah  to  eh- 
slmot  the  path  ^hnman  progress,  no  ^^  insUtntion'^  to  beooBM  a  nnolaBsof 
saperstition  and  uk  ol^eot  of  reverenoa.  Ohorohea  bnilt  on  a  Ibandatioa 
ef  ereed,  and  whloh  reqoire  an  elaborate  system  of  eeoieaiastioal  iBaohine^ 
ly,  to  be  woriced  by  a  fbw  priyileged  offioiab,  howeyer  pnre  they  may  be 
in  their  origin,  are  almost  oertain  to  beoome,  socmer  or  later,  in  tlie  99m 
of  their  members,  e^>e^ally  those  of  their  managera,  an  end  rather  than 
ameans;  and  when  this  state  is  reaohed,  they  are  an  inonbna  upon  aos&s- 
ty,  ooTerto  for  a  lalae  and  selfish  oonserTaMffau  They  will  neither  mpigb 
In  the  work  ef  reform  themaelTes,  nor  aoflBur  others  to  do  so  if  tfaey  esa 
prerent  it  Theb  power,  instead  of  belag  employed  in  the  interest  of 
hnmanity,  b  direoted  ezohisiTely  to  the  woik  of  selfi>reeervatioB.  Ihi 
eodesia^ioal  mill  nas  en  and  on,  Tsixii^  the  worid's  ear  with  ite  BMHieto- 
noos  olatter,  bnt  fbmishing  no  '*  bread  of  life*'  ibr  the  hnngiy  mnltitodtf 
gathered  within  its  walls. 

Do  I  misrepresent  the  popidarOhnrohes  of  oor  oonntryt  Listentoths 
'testimony  of  a  witness  whose  impartiality  eannot  well  be  impeadied. 
Bays  the  Rer.  Hbibt  Ward  B«ob9%  in  a  sermon  reomily  preaohed : 

"lostitationaof  religion  are  alwi^ranning  down.  Sinoe  the  worid 
begtfifif  it  had  not  been  for  the  religion  outside  of  the  Chnroh,  Chniobes 
wonld  have  led  the  world  to  destniotion«  That  whioh  has  saTed  the 
world  is  the fi^ee spirit  of  relig&onontsldei^  these institntiooa.  .  .  •  Imssa 
the  inflaenoe  of  indiyidnal  refumners,  that  shoot  beyond  the  Churches. 
It  is  the  spirit  of  the  living  God,  moving  on  the  oonsoienoe  of  the  oom- 
mnnity.  .  «  •  Yon  shall  find  that,  when  great  questions  ooma  np  ia 
the  ooDunnnityt  Ohnrohes  do  not  go  ahead.  Ton  cannot  make  thsnu 
Oharehea  are  like  the  baggage  wagons  of  an  amy.  They  earry  the  pro- 
^^dons  and  indispenssMe  things;  bat,  alter  all,  baggigs  wi^ona  never  go 
first  in  a  maroh.  And  the  Ghoroh  iaao  bn^y  taking  oare  of  the  thiagi 
whkh  it  oarriss,  that  it  has  no  time  to  devote  to  new  things  that  imsei^ 
~  imselves.  .  Beforms  hardly  ever  originate  in  Ohnrohes.'* 
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This,  be  it  remoBberecl,  is  n&t  ik»  AOOOsatioD  of  an  enemy  of  the 
Chnrehf  but  the  ooafeaeioD  of  one  of  tbe  most  emiuent  of  her  ministerB  t 
Did  ever  the  moei  reckkse  lo^mMlest  bring  againet  her  a  more  eweepiDg 
ImpeadiBMntf  Is  it  not  obyions  that  there  most  be  something  radicaHj 
mroDg  in  tlie  *'  religkms  instHatiMia"  in  whidi "  ref<»ins  hardly  ever  origi- 
natev'*  tliat  ^^are  always  ronning  down^"  and  whieh,  bnt  for  inflaenoes 
outside  of  theoMslveSy  ^ would  lead  the  world  to  destruction"?  Are 
Ghnrehes  that  may  fitly  be  compared  to  tbe  **  baggage  wagons  of  an 
anny,"  that  '^  do  not  go  ahead^ "  that  *'  never  go  first  in  a  march,"  and 
that  are  '*  so  btny  ti^klBg  eare  of  ^  things  they  carry,  that  they  have  no 
time  to  devote  to  new  thiags"-— are  mmA  Ohnrdbee  worthy  to  bear  the 
name  of  Him  who  oame  tb  seek  and  save  the  lost,  and  who  incurred  a 
Tielent  and  liiaiwiful  deoUi  by  proclaiming  troths  deemed  incompatible 
with  Hk^  religions  dootriBee  and  instttotions  of  the  people  among  whom  He 
lived  f  Theee,  snrely,  are  qnestlone  worthy  of  onr  most  aerioas  oonsidera^ 
tion ;  and  to  me  it  seems  that  they  are  answered  in  the  asking. 

What,  let  me  ask,  are  ^^  the  things"  which  the  Ghnrches  '^  carry,"  and 
in  '^  taking  care  "  of  which  they  are  **  so  bosy,"  that  they  have  no  time  for 
the  work  which  their  vwy  name^  to  say  nothing  of  their  solemn  profes- 
rions,  requires  them  to  midertake  f  Do  they,  like  the  baggage  wagons  of 
an  army,  carry,  as  Mr.  Beecher  tells  ns^  tbe  "inrovisions  and  indispensable 
things"  for  the  brave  reformers  who  are  figliting  the  Lord's  battles  at  the 
firont?  Alast  no.  They  carry  not  the  bread  and  water  of  life  for  the 
weary,  wounded,  and  fiimishing  '^  soldiers  of  the  cross,"  bnt  often,  if  not 
generally,  only  hnsks  of  ftyrmaUam  and  tradition,  skeletons  of  old  doc- 
Mnes,  and  idle  ceremonies,  that  have  in  l^em  no  nourishment  for  the 
soul  t  Instead  of  being  auxiliaries  to  the  '^  army  of  the  Lord,"  they  stand 
between  that  army  and  the  foe,  blocking  up  the  way,  and  giving  "  aid  and 
oomfort  to  the  enemy."  Of  this  truth  we  need  no  other  illustration  than 
is  aibrded  in  ^e  attitude  (tf  the  American  Ohurohes  toward  the  Antl- 
Slsvery  oaiose  during  thirty  years  preceding  l&e  rebellion.  It  long  since 
paned  into  a  proverb,  that '^' the  American  Ohurohes  are  the  bulwarks  of 
American  slavery." 

The  Society  of  Progressive  Friends  ori^ated  in  the  conviction,  earn- 
estly cherished  by  its  founders^  that  the  true  ideal  and  function  of  a 
Ohristian  Ohurdh  do  not  find  their  appropriate  symbol  in  the  baggage 
wagons  of  an  army,  but  in  the  army  itself,  standing  in  compact  ranks, 
and  ever  ready  to  charge  upon  the  fbe.  Dropping  the  metaphor,  we  hold 
it  to  be  the  special  duty  of  a  Ohuroh  to  be  first  and  foremost  in  every 
work  of  refbhn,  to  plead  the  cause  of  tSie  oppressed,  to  rebuke  iniquity  in 
high  places;  in  short,  to  apply  the  principles  of  Ohristianity  to  every 
Institution  and  custom  of  society,  making  itself  thereby  like  *^a  dty  set 
upon  a  hill,  that  cannot  be  hid."    We  maintain  that  the  best  way  to  eon- 
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/ 
um%  old  troUis  is  to  keep  the  mind  and  heart  open  fnr  the  reception  of 
*  fMtf  onea,  and  that  the  eflSoieney  of  a  Chnroh  in  the  diaefaa^ge  of  Hi 
legitimate  duties,  other  thioga  bong  eqaal,  ia  in  proportion  to  tibe  aim- 
idioitj  and  demooratio  eqoalitj  of  ita  organitation,  and  the  fJMillity  widk 
which  |t  is  prepared  to  a^Joat  itaelf  to  new  eondkionai  A  Cttivoh  whieh 
aaaames  that  all  esaential  truth,  with  no  admiztiiie  of  error,  ia  embraeed 
in  its  creed— that  the  primary  demanda  of  Ghriatianityare  aaliafied  bj  the 
belief  of  certain  doctri^ea  juid  the  praetwe  of  oertain  ritea,  and  tint  its 
cnganiaation  is  of  Diyine  iqipointment,  and  ther^ore  to  be  imposed  npott 
eoming  generations  in  perpetni^,  neoessarily  dooma  Itaelf  to  mofal 
barrenness  and  spLritoal  death.  The  water  of  life  waa  not  aealed  np,  agsa 
1^^  in  Gharoh  tanks  and  reaenroirs,  to  be  oonTOjed  from  one  generation 
to  another  throngh  prieatlj  interposiftion.  Sadi  generation  and  everf 
aonl  for  itself^  if  it  wonld  Uve  and  grow  aa  Qod  meant,  mnat  drink,  ani 
drink  oontinoaU j,  from  the  ori^nal  focmtaia. 

**  Lord,  thj  word  i^ldeth  ever ; 

Rerelatlon  Is  not  sealed ; 
AMwerlng  wilo  mui*a  eodMTor, 

Tnrth  tad  Ai|ht  M«  fllU  Mfwdid. 
That  which  canM  to  ancient  aaf*^ 

Greek,  barbarian,  Roman,  Jew, 
Writtm  in  the  haarfli  deep  paget, 

aaiMt  t(hdaj»  fMwer  Mw  I  ** 

Bnt  it  is  not  enoogh  to  be  asaored  that  the  original  aima  and  pmposss 
of  this  Societjr  were  worthy  of  ocwunendatimi,  and  that  the  prindplea  en 
which  it  was  organised  are  sound;  it  becomes  ns,  on  this  ocoadon,  aeri- 
oualy  and  candidly  to  inquire  bow  £ur  it  haa  answered  the  end  for  whish 
it  waa  created.  We  teat  other  religious  societies  by  their  firoita;  kt  as 
faithfully  apply  the  same  teat  to  our  own.  What  has  been  the  inflosnce 
of  the  Society  upon  ourselTOsf  Has  it  ai^ed  na  in  the  aeareh  lor  tnthi 
Haa  it  inspired  in  oar  hearts  a  deeper  love  of  God  and  a  higher  doTotai 
io  the  welfare,  of  our  fellow-men  ?  Haa  it  made  onr  liTca  nobler  and 
richer?  Has  it  borne  a  faithful  testimony  agidnat  iniquity  in  hai^ 
places  9  Haa  it  done  anything  to  eleyate  the  standard  of  public  monalst 
Has  it  striven  to  break  the  fetters  of  the  slare  f  Haa  it  dyfoaed  li^^ 
upon  any  of  ^e  great  queationa  of  the  timef  Haa  it  done  anything  to 
dianpate  pc^ular  auperstition  and  bigotry,  and  to  supplant  the  popolsr 
reverenoe  for  the  mere  forms  of  religion  by  rereienoe  for  Qod  and  Bia 
immutable  and  boMficent  kws9  My  Mends,  I  am  not  anthorlaed  to 
q[>eak  for  you,  but  as  for  myself^  I  oaa  honestly  anawer  every  one  of  these 
questions  in  the  affirmative.  Qod  forbid  that  I  should  indulge  a  boastfid 
spirit;  but  I  owe  it  to  the  truth  no  less  than  to  you  to  state  my  eonvio* 
tion,  that  this  Sodety,  though  it  has  done  £iir  less  than  it  nd|^  and 
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tiMrelbre  oogbt  to  hare  done,  has  aooomplished,  in  the  last  eleven  jears, 
an  amount  of  good  which  oompenaates  na  a  thousand  fold  for  all  the  lahor, 
time,  and  money  that  it  has  cost  ns,  and  in  view  of  which  we  have  occa- 
sion Hiia  day  to  thank  Qod  and  take  conrage.  Not  in  rain  have  many 
of  the  noblest  men  and  women  of  the  country  spoken  on  the  highest  and 
holiest  themes  from  this  platfDmi;  not  in  rain  have  onr  printed  pages, 
bright  with  the  living  thongfats  of  Parker,  Garrison,  May,  'Higginson, 
Mayo,  Oonway,  Samnel  Longfellow,  Charles  K.  Whipple,  Whittier,  L. 
Mvia  CMd,  and  other  Mthftil  servants  of  the  truth,  been  scattered 
through  the  land;  not  in  vain  have  we,  from  time  to  time,  sent  forth  our 
testfanonies  against  popular  sins;  not  in  vain  sent  up  to  the  President, 
the  Congress,  and  tiie  Legislatnre  our  petitions  in  behalf  of  Justice 
and  freedom;  not  in  vain  discnssed  the  grandest  questions  that  ever  taxed 
the  hnmap  intellect  or  stirred  the  human  heart  I  believe  that  influences 
have  gone  forth  from  our  meetings  that  will  continue  to  work  for  good 
in  this  community  long  after  we  are  all  in  our  graves.  It  is  not  too  much 
to  say  that  if  all,  or  even  the  larger  part,  of  the  Churches  in  this  country 
had  for  the  last  thirty  years  testified  against  slavery  and  worked  for  its 
abolition  as  earnestly  as  this  Society  has  done  ever  since  it  had  an  exist, 
ence,  the  land  would  have  been  saved  from  the  terrible  baptism  of  fire 
and  blood  under  which  it  now  groans.  That  the  minds  of  the  people  in 
this  region  are  so  generally  imbued  with  hostility  to  slavery,  and  so  de- 
termined to  put  it  down,  and  that  the  moral  atmosphere  is  such  here- 
about that  few  sympathixers  with  treason  and  rebellion  are  able  to  live  in 
it,  is  due,  I  believe,  in  no  small  measure,  to  influences  exerted  by  this  So- 
ciety, itself  an  outgrowth  of  the  principles  underlying  the  Anti-Slavery 
movement 

Why  do  I  speak  of  these  things?  Not,  surely,  to  minister  to  an  un- 
worthy pride  and  self-complaoency,  or  to  beget  in  us  a  selfTrighteous 
spirit;  but  that,  seeing  the  fruit  of  our  past  labors,  we  may  be  incited  to 
greater  diligence  and  a  more  single-hearted  devotion  hereafter  to  every 
good  cause.  It  would  be  unpardonable,  in  such  an  hour  as  this,  to 
attempt  to  excite  in  your  minds  any  exalted  notions  of  the  importance  of 
an  association  which,  after  all  that  may  be  said  in  its  favor,  is  but  one  of 
the  humblest  of  the  ten  thousand  instrumentalities  by  which  the  friends 
of  truth  and  progress  throughout  the  world  are  laboring  for  the  regenera- 
tion of  society.  Iniportant  it  may  be  to  us  and  worthy  of  our  regard  as  a 
means,  but  it  should  never  be  permitted  to  usurp  in  our  hearts  the  place 
that  belongs  to  the  great  and  glorious  end  it  was  intended  to  subserve.  I 
speak  of  its  suocessfiil  working  in  liie  past,  not  to  trumpet  its  praises  to 
the  world,  or  to  exalt  it  above  measure  in  your  eyes,  but  only  to  inQ>ire 
covage  for  present  duty  and  brighter  hopes  for  the  future. 
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Friends  of  Hnroapj^  I—**  Progrmk*  Aiend$ ''  /—it  gi^isae  Mipiilrar 
ble  pletfare  to  greet  7011,0a  this  intereeting  oooarion,  and  to  bid  jon  wel- 
oone,  one  and  all,  to  the  priTilegea  aad  delights  of  matoal  feUowihip  and 
aoOperatiye  labor  In  the  oanae  of  Trath,  Freedom,  and  FlrogrcH.  Great 
themes,  involviog  the  destinj  of  oar  oooatry  and  of  homaoi^  itsdi^ 
await  oor  delibenition.  May  we  approadi  tiiem  with  hearta  aUva  to 
their  importance,  with  a  deep  sense  oif  peftottal  reqioasibiiity,  and  with 
that  pare  lore  of  troth  which  can  alone  gtre  eleamess  to  the  moni 
Tision  and  weight  to  our  oonolasioas.  The  condition  and  pnMpecte  <rf  oor 
ooontt'jr,  in  view  of  her  bloodj  straggle  with  the  rebellioas  SUto  Power, 
will  of  coarse  absorb  alarge  share  of  oar  attention ;  indeed  it  is  soaroelj 
possible  that  this  sal^Ject  can,  even  for  a  sin^e  moment,  be  qoite  abasnt 
from  car  tboaghts.  Every  topic  that  may  claim  oor  attentioo  will  ecn- 
aect  itself;  directly  or  indirectly,  with  the  war,  and  we  shall  pause,  «fer 
and  anon,  in  oar  discassions,  to  hear  the  latest  tidings  of  ftilore  or  sQCOev 
firom  the  battle-field— some  of  as,  perhaps,  with  tortoring  anxiety  for  tbs 
fite  of  loved  ones  engaged  in  the  deadly  strife  1  Oar  chief  conceni,  how* 
ever,  onder  all  oor  sorrow  end  heartbreak,  most  be  for  oor  coontiy  and 
the  great  caose  for  which  she  is  straggling*  If  that  cause  may  bat  tri- 
nmph,  the  sense  of  car  own  loss  and  suflbring,  however  severe,  will  be 
swallowed  op  in  the  Joy  with  which  we  shall  hail  the  daWn  of  a  new  di^ 
of  Liberty  and  Peace.  If  the  nation,  throogh  the  sad  end  bitter  experi- 
ences of  war,  may  be  broaght  to  repentance  of  her  great  sin  ia 
dooming  millions  of  her  people  to  slavery,  and  if  she  will  ondo  the  heavy 
bordens  and  let  the  oppressed  go  free,  and  lay  anew  the  fovndations  of 
the  Government  in  the  principles  (^  Jostice  and  equality,  then  welcome 
taxation,  poverty,  blighted  hooseholds,  and  all  the  agony  of  spirit  that 
each  a  victory  may  cost! 

**  Who  murarara  tku  la  ihcn  atrk  dtyt 

HklOtiflCMtt 

Ood't  hand  within  the  thadow  layi 
TIm  ttonet  whereon  hb  gmtea  of  praise 


••  Tarn,  and  o^ertnm,  O  of  tretehed  Hand  I 
Mor  atiat,  nor  atay; 
The  yeara  hare  nerer  dropped  their  sand 
On  mortal  iMoe  raat  and  grand 
At  oora  to-day. 

''Already,  on  the  aable  ground 

Of  man's  deapalr 
la  Fraedom's  gioriow  pietara  fbmad. 
With  all  iu  dnaky  haada  nnbomd. 

Upraised  in  prayer. 

•  Oh,  amaU  shall  aeem  the  sacrifice 

And  pain  and  loaa, 
When  Qod  shaU  wipe  the  weeping  eyes, 
For  snAring  give  the  Tietoi*s  prissy 
The  crowa  Ibr  erossl  ** 
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The  Thibtebmth  Ysarlt  Msetino  of  thb  Bsugious  Society 
OF  PBoaRESSivE  Fbiends  assembled  at  Longwood,  Chester  Co.,  Pa., 
on  Fifth  day,  the  8th  of  Sixth  month,  1865,  at  11  o'clock  a.  m. 

Olitsb  Johnson,  one  of  the  Clerks,  read  the  call  of  the  meet- 
ing, as  follows : 

The  Tbirtbknth  Tbablt  Mxitimo  or  Progrbssitk  Friinds  will  be  held  at 
Longwood  (near  Hamorton),  Chester  Co.,  Pa.,  commencing  at  11  o*clock  ▲.  m. 
on  Fifth  day  (Thursday),  the  8th  of  Sixth  month  (June),  1865,  and  continuing 
probably,  three  days. 

To  this  meeting,  as  usual,  are  inTited  all  persons  who  feel  attracted  to  a  Reli- 
gious Society  which  sets^up  no  theological  condition  of  membership,  and  neither 
demands  nor  expects  uniformity  of  doctrinal  belief;  which  has  no  ritual,  disci- 
pline, or  priesthood ;  which  recognizes  a  Divine  revelation  in  the  unperverted 
instincts  of  the  human  soul,  and  the  duty  of  every  one  to  keep  his  mind  and 
heart  open  at  all  times  to  receive-  the  truth  and  follow  its  guidance ;  and  which 
finds  its  bond  of  union  in  a  common  recognition  of  the  brotherhood  of  the  human 
race,  and  a  common  desire  and  purpose  to  labor  diligently  for  the  uprooting  oi 
every  system  of  injustice,  fraud,  and  oppression,  and  the  upbuilding  of  the 
kingdom  of  righteousness  and  peace  throughout  the  world. 

The  wonderful  history  of  our  beloved  country  during  the  x>ftflt  year,  as  seen 
in  the  complete  overthrow  of  the  rebellion,  the  sentence  of  utter  extermination 
pronounced  against  slavery  by  the  Government  and  the  People,  the  dawn  of 
peace,  after  four  years  of  retributive  and  bloody  war,  and  the  prospect  of  a 
speedy  re-union  of  the  States  upon  the  principles  enunciated  by  our  fathers  in 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  will  furnish  cause  for  grateful  exultation,  and 
at  the  same  time  aiford  encouragement  to  do  our  share  in  the  work  of  national 
reoonstniction  and  regeneration. 

Olitsb  Johitbon,  Rachkl  Wilson, 

Annus  H.  Stakbach,  Euskbius  Barnard, 

Benjamin  C.  Bacon,  Mart  Ann  Fulton, 

Susannah  P.  Chambkrs,  Alfred  H.  Loyi, 

Thiodorx  Tilton,  Luoretia  Natlor, 

Annik  F.  Kxnt,  J.  William  Cox, 

Carroll  Dunham,  Jrnnii  K.  Smith, 

Anna  E.  Dickinson,  William  Llotd. 
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After  a  few  introduotoiy  remarks  by  Olitir  Johnson,  the  hynm, 
"  One  hand  that  is  warm,  one  heart  that  is  true,'*  was  sung  by 
Joshua  Hutchinson. 

WiLUAH  Llotd  Garbison  then  addressed  the  meeting  in  a  vot 
impressive  manner,  and  at  considerable  lengUi.  After  referring  to 
the  mighty  change  in  the  condition  of  the  oonntry  since  the  meetiiig 
of  this  body  last  year,  as  seen  in  the  overthrow  of  slavery,  the  sap- 
pression  of  the  rebellion,  and  the  dawn  of  peace,  he  introdaoed  obita- 
aries  of  Thomas  Whitson  and  Jknnih  Kntoht  Surra,  and  paid  s 
fitting  tribute  to  their  moral,  social,  and  inteUectoaT  worth.  In  eloi- 
ing  he  read  the  following  lines: 

THERE  IS  NO  DEATH. 

There  is  no  death  I    The  stars  go  down 

To  rise  upon  some  fairer  shore ; 
And  bright  in  Heayen^s  jeweled  crown 

They  shine  foreyermore. 

There  is  no  death  I    The  dust  we  treid 
Shall  change  beneath  the  summer  showers 

To  golden  grain  or  mellow  fmit, 
Or  rainbow-tinted  flowers. 

The  granite  rocks  disorganize 
,.  To  feed  the  hungry  moss  they  bear ; 
The  forest  leaves  drink  daily  U/e 
From  out  the  viewless  air. 

There  is  no  death !    The  leaves  may  fall. 

The  flowers  may  fade  and  pass  away-— 
They  only  wait  through  wintry  hours 

The  coming  of  the  May. 

There  is  no  death  I    An  angel  form 

Walks  o'er  the  earth  with  silent  tread, 
He  bears  our  best  loved  Uiings  away, 

And  then  we  call  them  "  dead.** 

He  leaves  our  hearts  all  desolate- 
He  plucks  our  fairest,  sweetest  flowers ; 

Transplanted  into  bliss,  they  now 
Adorn  immortal  bowers. 

The  bird-like  voice,  whose  joyous  tones 

Made  glad  this  scene  of  sin  and  strife, 
Sings  now  in  everlasting  song 

Amid  the  tree  of  life. 
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And  wheire  he  sees  a  smile  too  bright, 

Or  heart  too  pure  for  taint  and  vice, 
He  bears  it  to  that  world  of  light, 

To  dwell  in  Paradise.   * 

Bom  into  that  undying  life, 

Thej  leave  us  but  to  come  again ; 
With  joy  they  welcome  them — the  same, 

Except  in  sin  and  pain. 

And  ever  near  us,  though  unseen. 

The  dear  immortal  spirits  tread ; 
^or  all  the  boundless  Uniyerse 

Is  life— there  are  no  dead. 

Joshua  HixroHDrsoN  then,  in  a  yery  touching  and  impressiYo 
manner,  sang  the  song  "  It  is  welL" 

The  obituaries  were  then  unanimously  adopted. 

A  letter  .was  read  from  Alfbxd  H.  Lots,  who,  at  the  last  mo« 
ment,  to  his  deep  regret,  fouiid  himself  unable  to  attend  the  meeting. 
His  words  of  earnest  oounsel  and  fraternal  sympathy  were  welcome 
to  his  fellow  laborers  in  the  cause  of  Freedom  and  Progress. 

The  following  persons  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  settle  with 
the  Treasurer,  and  to  ncmiinate  a  Treasurer  and  Clerks  for  the  ensu- 
ing year :  Eusbbius  Babnaab,  Chandlbb  Dabunoton,  Aliob  Eliza 
Hambleton,  Dinah  Mbmdbnhall,  Allbn  Aqnxw. 

The  following  persons  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  prepare 
Testimonies  fer  the  consideration  of  the  meetmg :  Wiluau  Llotd 
Gabbison,  Thomas  MoCluvtook,  Chablxs  G.  Ahxs,  Fbancxs  D. 
Gage,  Oliveb  Johnson,  Elizabeth  Jaokson,  Ellen  Smith,  Maey 
C.  Wilson. 

aftebnoon  session. 

The  Treasurer's  Beport  was  presented  and  accepted.  Beceipts, 
including  balance  on  hand  last  year,  $136,  49;  expenditures,  $99  01 ; 
balance  in  the  Treasury,  $87  48. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  nominate  Clerks  and  Treasurer  for 
die  year  ensuing  made  the  following  nominations :  For  Clerks,  Oli- 
ybb  Johnson  and  Annie  H.  Stambaoh;  for  Treasurer,  Isaac  Men- 
i>bnhall  ;  and  these  nominations  were  confirmed.' 

The  same  Committee  suggested  the  appointment  of  a  Chairman, 
naming  William  Llotd  Gabbison  for  the  place,  and  he  was  appointed 
accordingly. 
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After  a  Bong  by  Joshua  Hutchinson,  the  meeting  was  addressed 
by  Charlis  0.  Amis,  Pastor  of  the  Unitarian  Ghnrch  in  Albany, 
N.  Y.,  and  by  Oliyir  Johnson,  Samuxl  Marshall,  and  Frahcbs  D. 
Gaob, 

Dr.  Pusbt  Hbald  delivered  a  written  address,  exposing  the  eril 
eflfects  of  the  fashionable  style  of  woman's  dress.  The  subject  was 
handled  with  much  ability. 

SECOND  DAT. 

William  Llotd  Garrison,  the  Chairman,  read  selections  from 
the  10th  and  15th  chapters  of  Ezodns;  and  then  in  behalf  of  the 
Committee  on  Testimonies  he  presented  a  brief  paper  on  Slarery  and 
the  Bebellion.  Frances  D.  Gaob,  from  the  same  Committee,  pre- 
sented a  Testunony  on  the  Cause  of  Woman.  After  a- song,  "  What 
I  live  for,"  by  Joshua  Hutchinson,  these  Testimonies,  each  embra- 
cing the  question  of  Universal  Suflfrage,  were  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion. An  interesting  discussion  followed,  in  which  several  perBons 
participated,  viz. :  J.  W.  Hurn,  Josiah  Bond,  Frances  D.  Gags, 
Charles  G.  Ambs,  Elijah  R.  Swackhammer,  Chandler  Darlino- 
TON,  Alfrbd  R.  Justice,  Thomas  Hamblbton,  Dr.  Puset  Hbalb, 
Elizabeth  Marquand,  Thomas  McClintock. 

Joshua  Hutchinson  sang  the  song,  '^  There's  a  good  time  coming." 

AFTERNOON   SESSION. 

The  meeting  proceeded  to  the  work  of  collecting  funds  to  defray 
its  expenses  for  the  ensuing  year.     The  sum  collected  was  $108  50. 

Charles  G.  Ambs  oflfered  a  Testimony  on  "  Religion,  ite  import- 
ance both  as  a  personal  and  a  public  concern,"  and  supported  it  in  an 
impressive  address. 

William  Llotd  Garrison  presented  a  Testimony  on  the  assassi- 
nation of  President  Lincoln,  and  delivered  an  address,  paying  a  just 
but  discriminating  tribute  to  his  character  and  memory,  and  tracing 
the  history  of  his  Administration  as  connected  with  the  abolition  dP 
slavery  and  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion. 

George  Thompson,  who,  up  to  this  time,  to  the  great  disappoint- 
ment of  the  meeting,  had  been  prevented  by  bodily  illness  from  taking 
any  part  in  the  proceedings,  followed  Mr.  Garrison  in  an  earnest  and 
eloqueVit  address  upon  the  saiQ^  subject. 
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The  Testimony  on  the  Assassination  of  President  Lincoln  was 
then  nnanimonsly  adopted. 

THIRD  DAY. 

WiLUAM  Llotd  Oabrison^  from  the  Committee  on  Testimonies, 
presented  forms  of  Memorial  on  the  question  of  Equal  Suffrage,  ad- 
dressed to  the  State  Legislature,  the  National  Congress,  and  the  - 
President  of  the  United  States,  respectiyelj ;  also  Testimonies  on 
Temperance  and  Peace. 

The  meeting  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  subject  of  Universal 
Suffrage,  as  presented  in  the  Testimonies  on  Slayerj  and  the  Rebel- 
lion, and  the  Rights  of  Woman,  and  the  Memorials  to  the  State  Legis- 
lature, the  National  Congress,  and  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  Testimonies  and  the  Memorials  were  adopted  after  an  interesting 
discussion,  in  which  the  following  persons  took  part :  Eusebius  Bar- 
MABD,  William  Llotd  Garrisok,  Chandler  DarifiIngton,  Dr.  John 
Cameron,  Bennett  G.  Walters  of  Iowa,  Frances  D.  Oage,  J.  W. 
Thorne. 

The  Testimony  on  Temperance  was  next  considered.  Remarks 
in  its  &yor  were  made  by  Dr.  Pusey  Hbald,  Thomas  Hambleton, 
Chandler  Darlington,  J.  W.  Thorne,  and  Dr.  Gibbons  Parrt  of 
Ohio. 

Joshua  Hutchinson  sang  the  song  entitled  '<  Cold  Water." 

•   AFTERNOON   SESSION. 

The  Testimony  on  Temperance,  after  remarks  by  Mahlon  EIent, 
Oliter  Johnson,  Thomas  Hambleton,  Dr.  Puset  Heald,  William 
Llotd  Garrison,  and  Samuel  Marshall,  was  adopted. 

A  brief  letter  was  read  from  Aaron  M«  Powell  of  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  expressing  deep  regret  that  he  was  not  able  to  attend  the 
meeting,  as  he  had  ftdly  expected  to  do,  and  avowing  his  heflSrty 
interest  in  its  aims  and  purposes.    An  extract  is  here  given : 

"  Yon  do  not  need  to  be  told  that  the  broad,  catholic  basis  of  your  association 
meets  my  hearty  approval.  It  is  better  than  a  Church,  and  independent  of  party 
poHtics.  The  value  of  a  platform  as  tree  and  impartial  as  yours  for  religious 
inquiry  cannot  be  overestimated. 

'*  The  meeting  this  year  can  hardly  fall  to  be  one  of  much  interest.  The  ter- 
mination of  the  war  has  brought  prominently  before  the  nation  the  subject  of 
reconstruction.    l?nth  slavery  essentially  abolished  there  remuns  yetundeter- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


8 

mined  the  eiTil  statiu  of  the  negro.    I  doubt  not  the  influence  of  your  meetiog 
win  be  given  for  his  full  enfhuichiflement. 

'*  Another  subject  upon  which  I  desired  to  have  spoken  somewhat  ii  that  of 
the  present  responsibilities  of  believers  in  liberal  reli^ous  opinions.  I  conoeiTe 
ft  to  be  their  dutj  in  this  period  of  reorganisation  to  affirm  cleariy  and  earnestly 
their  &ith  and  the  reasons  by  which  it  is  justified.  The  necessity  for  this  is 
foreshadowed  in  the  increased  actiyity  of  the  conserratiFes  of  orthodoxy  to 
possess  and  occupy  the  field." 

Oliykb  JoHiraoM  presented  a  Testimonj  in  relation  to  onr  dntieB 
to  the  Freedmen,  and  proposed  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  to 
ooUect  funds  to  assist  in  their  education  and  moral  improyement 
Remarks  were  made  on  the  subject  by  Outbb  Johnson  and  Frinob 
D.  Gaos,  and  William  Llotb  Garkison  gave  an  aocount  of  the  iish 
whioh  he  recently  made  to  SouUi  Carolina,  in  company  with  Giwoi 
Thompson  and  others,  by  invitation  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  The 
story  of  his  experience  among  the  Freedmen  was  listened  to  with  ab- 
sorbing interest  The  Testimony  was  adopted,  and  the  Committee 
named  therein  appointed. 

•     The  Testimony  on  Peace  was  adopted,  unanimously,  without  di^ 
cussion. 

The  business  on  the  table  being  finished,  the  meeting  gave  an  op- 
portunity to  Db.  Bumnxb  Stibbins  to  speak  on  the  subject  of  Tem- 
peranoe,  he  having  been  absent  when  the  Testimony  on  that  subject 
was  adopted.  He  made  a  brief  address,  which  elicited  remaifa  from 
J.  W.  Thornb,  J.  W.  HuBN,  and  Db,  Heald. 

The  Clerks  announoed  that  they  had  selected  the  following  per- 
sons to  aid  them  in  revising  the  prcjoeedings  for  publicati<m  and  issu- 
ing the  call  for  the  meeting  next  year :  Thomas  MoClintook,  Sabih 
M.  Babnabb,  Sabah  A.  Entbikbn,  John  Cambbon,  Hannah  H. 
Dablinoton,  J.  W.  HoBN,  Alicb  Jaokson,  Baohel  Wilson* 

The  meeting  then  closed  with  singing  the  lines : 

*«Be  Thou,  0  God,  exalted  high, 
And  as  Thy  glory  fiUa  the  sky, 
So  let  it  be  on  earth  dlsfdayed, 
Till  Thou  art  here  as  there  obeyed." 


Olivbb  Johnson,         }  p,    . 
Annib  M.  Stambach,  f  ^*^'^"- 


*The  Yearly  Meeting  for  1866  wiU  convene  on  thefint  Rfthdayintbe 
Sixth  month. 
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I.— REUGIOIJ. 


Wb  unite  in  expressing  onr  deep  conviction  of  tl^  importance  of  reli- 
gion, both  as  a  personal  and  public  concern ;  both  as  it  relates  to  tmth  in 
thought,  and  to  rightness  of  life.  It  is  the  crowning  dignity  of  human 
nature  that  man  is  capable  of  asking  and  answering,  in  increasing  degrees, 
these  vast  questii^ns,  "What  is  truth?  What  is  right  f' — and  that  having 
learned  the  true  and  the  right,  he  is  also  made  capable  of  conforming  his 
life  and  character  thereto.  True  religion,  as  we  understand  it,  consists  in 
thesouFs  reverent  allegiance  to  God,  as  revealed  in  our  highest  discoveries 
of  moral  truth,  beautj  and  perfection.  It  is  the  spirit  of  faithfbl,  willing 
obedience  to  His  will  as  far  as  it  can  be  comprehended  bj  His  imperfect 
children.  Our  whole  duty  and  our  richest  privilege  are  dearly  summarized 
in  the  two  great  commandments  which  eigoin  Love  to  God  and  Man.  Love 
to  God  is  identical  with  love  of  good  in  all  forms ;  and  Love  of  Man  is  the 
fountain  of  justice,  purity  and  fraternity  in  all  our  relations  with  each 
other. 

The  religion  of  creeds,  ceremonies,  professions,  siacraments,  and  institu* 
tions  has  obscured  the  true  light ;  it  has  turned  away  the  human  mind 
from  the  simplicity  of  nature;  it  has  obstructed  the  inflowing  of  the 
universal  inspiration.  If  all  the  pulpits  of  America  had  proclaimed  the 
religion  of  Love  to  God,  the  hideous  dogmas  of  a  Deity  of  hate,  exacting 
the  blood  of  the  innocent  before  forgiving  the  guilty,  and  of  endless,  aim- 
lees  hell-torments,  would  long  ago  have  been  forgotten.  If  the  religion 
of  Love  to  Man  had  held  its  proper  prominence,  slavery  would  have  died 
of  itself,  war  would  have  been  impossible,  woman  would  have  been  wel- 
comed to  equality  in  education,  wages  and  civil  rights,  and  all  forms  of 
social  and  political  justice  would  have  disappeared  like  night-shadows 
before  the  advancing  day. 

Man's  life  declines  toward  the  beast-level,  if  he  closes  his  ear  to  the 
Yoice  which  calls  him  to  duty ;  society  sinks  into  debasement  and  disorder, 
if  conscience  is  not  active  among  its  members,  and  if  they  thrill  to  no 
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noble  inspiration  of  moral  principle ;  demooracj  itself  becomes  a  most 
ferocious  despotism — "an  illnminated  heW^ — if  the  masses  of  the  people 
reject  the  divine  counsels  of  justice  and  brotherhood.  The  nations  gro^ 
in  dark  idolatry  and  superstition— thej  wallow  in  aeas  of  cormptioii— be- 
cause they  have  not  the  knowledge  of  God  as  their  Father,  and  of  them- 
selves as  His  children.  We  see  that  the  woes  of  our  own  dear  land  sre 
the  natural  fhiits  of  our  sins— of  our  disregard  of  prindples  'we  had  con- 
fessed to  be  true  and  of  the  teaching  which  God  has  given  us  through  his- 
tory, and  through  our  wisest  and  best  men  and  women. 

While  we  rejoice  in  the  great  good  which  has  been  accomplished  by  the 
existing  religious  organizaUons,  while  we  welcome  the  spread  of  light  in 
all  directions,  and  are  glad  that  we  can  claim  no  monopoly  of  the  spirit  of 
progress,  we  yet  feel  that  the  current  religious  teaching  lamentably  fiuls 
to  meet  the  growing  wants  of  the  people;  it  does  not  feed  the  souls  thst 
hunger  for  the  truth  that  sanctifies  and  makes  free ;  it  does  not  open  the 
eyes  of  the  blind  to  the  blessed  vissions  of  Infinite  Perfiection ;  it  does  not 
quicken  human  faith  in  the  universal  love,  and  in  the  boundless  possibilities 
of  the  soul ;  it  does  not  even  exhort  or  encourage  us  to  make  the  freest 
and  best  use  of  the  faculties  God  has  given  us.    It  frowns  on  ratioosi 
amusement,  and  places  our  personal,  domestic,  and  public  duties  outaids 
the  pale  of  sanctity,  as  secular  and  profane.    It  tells  us  of  a  glorious  pist, 
when  God  was  near  to  man ;  it  points  to  a  far-off  future,  when  He  will 
visit  the  earth  again :  it  does  not  stand  in  the  busy  present  and  say  witb 
joyful  lips,  *'  Beloved,  now  are  we  the  sons  of  God  I" 

But  the  sad  history  of  the  past  must  stir  us  to  diligence  in  the  days  to 
come.  Let  us  consecrate  ourselves  to  the  practice  and  promotion  of  the 
religion  of  Jesus,  which  is  the  religion  of  Nature  and  of  reason.  Let  lu 
mingle  worship  with  our  common  work ;  let  us  cultivate  in  ouraelves  and 
inculcate  in  our  children  the  virtues  which  make  our  ideal  of  the  heavenlj 
life;  let  us  do  and  suffer  all  things  in  the  spirit  of  faith,  hope  and  charitj ; 
let  us  walk  on  the  earth  as  those  who  believe  ourselves  and  our  felloir- 
beings  born  for  a  life  of  everlasting  progress  in  virtue,  knowledge  and  jqf. 

IL— SLAVERY  AND  THE  REBEIJJON. 

Aftkb  four  years  of  bloody  conflict  between  the  Government  of  tiie 
United  States  and  that  rebellious  portion  of  the  country  calling  itself  the 
Southern  Oonfederacy,  the  rightful  authority  of  the  Government  is  again 
recognized  throughout  the  national  domains — ^the  Oonfederacy  is  broken 
in  pieces— the  rebellion  is  ended ;  and  Divine  Retribution,  having  fisar- 
fuUy  scourged  the  whole  land  for  its  great  iniquity,  finds  its  saving  pur- 
pose consummated  in  the  overthrow  of  that  dreadful  system  of  chattd 
slavery,  which  John  Wesley  so  justly  characterized  as  "the  sum  of  all  vfl 
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lanies,^'  and  the  emancipation  of  its  millions  of  imbrnted  victims.  Hom- 
bled  to  the  dust,  and  soffering  from  bereavement  and  the  desolations  of 
civil  war,  it  is  for  ns,  as  a  people,  to  be  trnlj  penitential ;  to  acknowledge 
that  we  have  been  rigbteonslj  smitten  for  onr  good ;  to  bring  forth  frnits 
meet  for  repentance  bj  doing  fall  Justice  to  the  colored  population  in 
regard  to  all  their  civil  and  political  rights ;  and  to  be  zealous  in  seeing 
that,  as  far  as  in  ns  lies,  universal  justice  is  meted  out  to  all  who  live  on. 
the  American  soil,  withont  regard  to  complexion,  sex  or  race,  so  that  our 
peace  may  be  based  upon  a  sure  foundation,  and  no  future  explosion  follow 
as  the  result  of  wrong-doing. 

As  touching  the  reconstruction  of  those  States  recently  in  rebellion, 
while  this  meeting  does  not  feel  it  incnmbent  to  express  any  opinion  upon 
the  question,  whether  the  said  States  by  their  rebellion  ceased  to  be  such, 
or  are  still  to  be  regarded  as  States,  notwithstanding  the  treasonable  con- 
duct of  their  population,  it  nevertheles  desires  to  record  its  protest  against 
the  exclusion  from  the  ballot-box  of  that  long  oppressed  portion  of  the 
American,  people,  whose  loyalty  and  fidelity  are  reliable  to  any  extent, 
whose  claims  are  as  sacred  as  those  of  the  most  favored  of  the  human 
race,  whose  services  to  the  government  and  nation  in  the  crisis  now 
happily  terminated  have  been  essentia]  to  the  restoration  of  the  Union 
and  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion,  and  who  are  therefore  emioently 
entitled  to  the  elective  franchise  as  Amsbjoxs  citizens. 

m.— THE  RIGHTS  OF  WOMAN. 

Wb  believe  that  all  class  legislation,  or  the  granting  by  law  to  one  part 
of  the  community  privileges  denied  to  another,  must  result  in  evil  to  the 
unprivileged,  and  through  them  to  the  community  at  large ;  and  as  there 
never  was  a  time  so  auspicious  as  the  NOW  for  righting  a  wrong,  we  ask 
that  strict  justice,  or  equality  before  the  law,  withont  regard  to  sex,  should 
be  urged  as  the  culmination  of  the  great  struggle  for  freedom  which  has 
engrossed  the  energies  of  the  American  people  for  the  last  four  years. 
Now,  while  our  wisest  and  best  philanthropists  and  statesmen  declare  that 
justice  demands  that  the  ballot  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Freedmen  of 
the  South  as  the  only  sure  means  of  securing  to  them  the  privileges  and 
immunities  of  society  and  protecting  them  against  class  legislation,  we 
would  most  earnestly  urge  it  upon  the  friends  of  equal  rights  that  they 
apply  the -same  rule  to  sex  as  to  color,  and  see  to  it  that  in  this  grand 
overturning  of  the  oppressive  institutions  of  the  past,  the  claims  of  woman 
be  neither  ignored  nor  forgotten.  As  all  governments  derive  their  just 
powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed,  we  demand  that  woman  be 
henceforth  recognized  in  her  right  to  assist  in  the  administration  of  the 
governments  under  which  she  lives,  and  to  which,  in  common  with  the 
other  sex,  she  is  held  amenable. 
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IV.— MEMORIALS  FOB  EQUAL  SUFFRAGE. 

To  ihs  Senate  and  Ebuse  of  Bepreeentattvee  of  the  State  of  PennejfUama  : 
The  Religions  Society  of  Progreseive  Friends,  in  session  at  Longwood, 
Ohester  Go.,  from  the  8th  to  the  10th  of  Sixth  month,  18<(5,  indoshre, 
deeplj  concerned  for  the  honor  and  welfare  of  this  beloved  Common  wealth, 
and  wishing  that  it  may  be  an  example  to  all  the  world  of  justice,  right- 
eonsness  and  peace,  is  constrained  to  ntter  its  solemn  protest  against  itA 
proyision  of  the  State  Constitution  which  denies  to  women  and  people  ef 
color  the  right  of  suffrage ;  and  we  ask  you  to  ta^e  the  necessary  steps  for 
changing  the  Constitution  ih  this  particular,  so  that  all  those  who  are  taxed 
for  the  support  of  the  government  may  share  equally  in  its  administration. 

To  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  Repreeentativee  qf  the  United  Statee^  in  Om- 
greu  anembled  : 
The  Religious  Society  of  Progressive  Friends,  in  session  at  Longwood, 
Chester  Co.,  Pa.,  from  the  8th  to  the  10th  of  Sixth  month,  1865,  indnsive, 
under  a  deep  oonviction  that  the  safety  and  welfare  of  the  coontry  are 
imperiled  by  any  departure  in  practice  from  the  prindpleis  of  justice  and 
equality,  and  bdieving  that  there  should  be  one  rule  for  the  exerdae  of  the 
right  of  suffrage  in  fdl  the  States,  respectfully  asks  you  to  present  to  the 
Legislatures  of  the  several  States  for  their  adoption  an  Amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  depriving  any  State  of  the  pow^  to 
make  any  distinction  among  its  citixens,  as  to  dvU  and  political  rights,  on 
account  of  race,  complexion  or  sex. 

To  Akdkbw  Johnson,  Freeident  of  the  United  States : 

The  Religious  Society  of  Progressive  Friends,  in  Yearly  Meetogaasem- 
bled,  at  Longwood,  Chester  Co.,  Pa.,  from  the  8th  to  the  10th  of  Sixth 
month,  1865,  under  a  solemn  sense  of  the  perils  and  respondbilities  insep- 
arably connected  with  a  reconstruction  of  the  revolted  States,  deems  it 
right  to  suggest,  for  the  consideration  of  President  Johnson,  that  the 
'•^  natural  and  inalienable  rights*'  of  the  oobred  p<^>ulation  should  be  secured 
to  them,  induding  the  elective  fhmohise ;  not  only  as  a  matter  of  jns^oe 
and  right,  but  sIbo  of  eound  policy.  The  colored  dtizens  have  throughout 
all  the  trials  of  the  nation  proved  themselves  loyal  and  trustworthy,  and 
in  the  Southern  States  we  believe  will  prove  a  fitting  ofBset  to  counter- 
balance the  dement  of  disloyalty  still  lurking  among  a  portion  of  the 
white  aristocracy  that  has  escaped  the  retributive  justice  of  the  Govern- 
ment We  fully  believe  the  elevation  of  the  colored  people  to  equally  d 
rights  and  privileges  essential  to  the  tranquility,  safely  and  pro^erity  of 
those  Southern  States,  and  of  the  whole  country.  And  we  respectfdlj 
ask  the  codperative  influence  of  the  Executive  in  consummating  so  dedra- 
ble  a  reconstruction. 
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v.— THE  ASSASSINATION  OF  PRESIDENT  LINCOLN. 

To  the  foal  and  murderous  spirit  of  slaverj,  "whiob,  for  more  than  half  a 
oentary,  was  the  mling  power  thronghont  the  Repnblio  of  America ;  which 
held  in  chattel  bondage  millions  of  the  native-born  children  of  the  Ame- 
rican soil ;  which  established  the  reign  of  Barbarism  over  half  the  territory 
of  the  Union ;  which,  in  its  institations  and  laws,  systematically  outraged 
every  principle  of  humanity  and  justice ;  which  conceived  and  organized 
a  traitorous  rebellion  for  the  overthrqw  of  the  Government  and  the  foun- 
dation of  a  Slave-Empire ;  which,  for  four  years,  maintained  a  bloody  and 
inhuman  war  for  the  accomplishment  of  that  object ;  which,  not  content 
with  taking  the  lives  of  Unionists  and  lovers  of  liberty  in  the  field  of 
battle,  subjected  thousands  of  them  to  a  lingering  death  by  starvation 
while  held  as^prisoners  of  war ;  which  set  on  fire  northern  hotels,  filled 
with  unofTendiiig  women  and  children;  which  plotted  the  wholesale  des- 
truction of  life  by  the  ^read  of  infection,  small-pox  and  yellow  fever ; 
which  did  not  scruple  to  menace  and  recommend  assassination  among  the 
means  to  be  employed  for  the  removal  of  the  more  eminent  and  influen- 
tial among  the  champions  of  Union  and  Emancipation ; — to  this  same 
foul  and  murderous  spirit  we  would,  ascribe  the  act  by  which  our  late 
President,  Abraham  Lincoln,  was  struck  down,  and  this  nation  deprived 
of  a  virtuous  and  estimable  citizen — a  wise,  enlightened  and  patriotic 
Chief  Magistrate;  and,  as  the  best  tribute  to  his  memory,  we  would 
renew  our  pledge  of  hostility  to  slavery  in  every  form,  and  to  every 
attempt  to  perpetuate  distinctions  based  upon  the  complexion  of  the  skin. 

Our  notice  of  the  assassination  of  Abraham  Lincoln  would  be  incom- 
plete, if  we  did  not  refer  to  some  of  the  measures  of  his  administration, 
which  have  made  his  name  illustrious  throughout  the  world,  and  have 
placed  it  among  the  foremost  of  the  benefactors  of  the  human  race : 

Slavery  and  the  Black  Laws  abolished  in  the  District  of  Columbia : 

Slavery  interdicted  in  all  the  National  Territories : 

Ha^i  and  Liberia  recognized  as  Independent  Republics : 

The  Foreign  Slave-Trade  placed  under  the  National  Ban : 

The  Coastwise  Slave-Trade  prohibited  for  ever : 

The  Slaves  set  free  in  all  the  rebel  States: 

All  Fugitive  Slave  Laws  for  ever  repealed : 

The  admission  of  the  testimony  of  colored  persons  in  all  the  National 
Courts : 

The  enrolment  of  colored  persons  as  soldiers  in  the  U.  S.  army : 

The  abolition  of  slavery  as  a  condition  of  re-admission  into  the  Union ; 
and  the  passage  by  Congress  of  a  Bill  for  the  amendment  of  the  Con- 
stitution, abolishing  slavery  and  prohibiting  it  for  ever  throughout  the 
United  States. 
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In  common  with  the  oitizeDs  of  this  coiiDtrj,  and  the  friends  of  free- 
dom thronghont  the  world,  we  mourn  the  loss  humanity  has  sustained  in 
the  removal  of  our  late  President,  and  feel  that  to  us  is  oommitted  the 
guardianship  and  adTOcacj  of  the  great  principles  to  his  support  of  which 
he  fell  a  martjr. 

VI.— TEMPERANCE. 

This  Meeting  deems  it  a  matter  of  the  deepest  solicitude,  that  while  the 
moderate  use  of  intoxicating  drinks  is  the  downhill  road  to  dmnkenoess, 
and,  therefore,  the  source  of  all  the  sufferings,  woes  and  horrors  to  which 
intemperance  is  eyer  giying  hirth,  it  is  increasingly  resorted  to  hj  those 
whose  character,  example  and  position  in  society  give  them  a  command- 
ing influence  over  the  actions  of  others ;  and,  what  is  more  deplorahle,  hj 
manj  who  were  formerly  interested  in  the  cause  of  temperance,  who 
gave  their  pledge  to  total  abstinence^  but  who  are  now  in  the  habit  of 
using  and  profferiog  wines  and  other  stimulants  at  their  tables,  or  partak- 
ing of  them  in  the  social  oirde  or  on  public  festive  occasions. 

This  backsliding  is  the  more  to  be  deplored,  not  only  as  it  indicates  a 
loss  of  moral  energy  and  self-control,  but  because  of  the  certain  spread  fA 
intemperance  through  the  land,  like  an  overwhelming  flood,  unless  actively 
opposed  by  counteracting  influences,  in  consequence  of  that  demoralizatiin 
which  war  inevitably  engenders. 

The  value  of  the  temperance  cause,  as  based  on  total  absiinence,  to  the 
peace,  health,  virtue  and  prosperity  of  the  country,  cannot  be  computed; 
and  a  renewed  and  vigorous  prosecution  of  that  cause  is  called  for  by 
every  consideration  of  patriotism,  every  principle  of  morality,  every  daim 
of  suffering  humanity,  and  by  all  the  evils  and  perils  to  the  social  habitB 
of  the  people,  to  which  the  late  long  protracted  civil  war  in  our  land  has 
given  birth. 

Among  other  devices  calculated  to  lead  to  the  formation  of  a  diseased 
appetite  for  intoxicating  drinks,  there  is  none,  perhaps,  more  plausible  or 
more  seductive  than  the  prevailing  practice  of  administering  alcohdio 
preparations  as  medicines, — such  as  ^*  Tonic  Bitters,^'  "  Ckn^ials,"  '*Invig- 
orators,"  &c.,  under  the  specious  pretence  of  possessing  rare  curative 
properties;  which  preparations  are  made  rather  with  reference  to  pecu- 
niary gain  and  the  gratification  of  an  appetite  for  stimulants  than  to  give 
relief  in  sickness  or  d'lstress. 

VII.— PEACE. 

As  in  the  midst  of  the  distresses,  tumults,  divisions  and  convulsions  of 
the  awful  civil  war  which,  during  the  last  four  years,  has  caused  our 
country  to  bleed  at  every  pore,  the  active  advocacy  of  peace  principles 
could  not  be  successfully  pursued  until  the  passing  away  of  the  earth- 
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quake,  the  whirlwind  and  the  fire,  and  until  there  might  he  the  conditions 
necessary  to  hearing  the  *' still,  small  voice,''  which  says,  ^^Oorne  up 
higher ;''  so,  now  that  the  strife  of  hlood  is  ended,  and  the  nation  hecoming 
reconciled  and  tranquil,  the  friends  of  peace  should  improve  their  earliest 
opportunity  to  inculcate  upon  the  minds  of  the  people  the  solemn  truth, 
that  peace  without  justice  is  impossihle ;  that  there  can  be  no  peace  with- 
out the  right  conditions ;  that,  in  order  to  avoid  war,  we  must  "  study  the 
things  that  make  for  peace ;"  that  the  late  war. was  not  the  product  of 
obedience  to  the  higher  law,  but  of  our  wickedness  in  enslaving  millions 
of  unoffending  fellow-creatures ;  and  that  alone  by  the  prevalence  of  that 
spirit  which  was  exemplified  by  Jesns  of  Nazareth  upon  the  cross  can  the 
occasion  or  the  consequences  of  war  be  prevented. 

Vm— IN  MEMORIAM. 

Cub  beloved  and  venerated  friend,  Thomas  Whitson,  having  been  taken 
from  us  by  death  since  our  last  Yearly  Meeting,  we  deem  it  a  sacred 
privilege  as  well  as  duty  to  record  our  appreciation  of  his  rare  simplicity 
and  integrity  as  a  man,  and  his  single-hearted  and  self-sacrificing  devotion, 
through  a  long  and  active  life,  to  the  cause  of  Freedom  and  Progress. 
He  was  identified  with  this  Society  from  its  formation  to  the  day  of  his 
death,  and  his  presence  in  our  meetings,  and  words  of  wise  counsel, 
enforced  by  a  pure  example,  were  ever  welcome  to  us.  His  memory  will 
always  be  precious  in  our  hearts,  and  we  desire  to  express  to  his  bereaved 
family  the  sympathy  we  so  sincerely  feel  for  them  in  view  of  the  great  loss 
they  have  sustained  in  his  death.  ' 

**  Peace  be  with  thee,  0  our  brother, 

In  the  spirit  land ! 
Yainly  look  we  for  another 

In  thy  place  to  stand, 
Unto  Truth  and  Freedom  giving 

All  thy  noble  powers ! 
Be  thy  virtues  with  the  living, 

And  thy  spirit  ours !'' 

This  Meeting  would  also  tenderly  and  affectionately  record  the  early 
departore  to  a  higher  sphere  of  life  of  Jbnnie  Zkioht  Suith  (formerly 
one  of  the  clerks  of  this  Meeting),  whose  mortal  body  was  yesterday  con- 
signed to  the  grave  in  the  Longwood  Cemetery.  At  our  gathering  last 
year,  she  was  with  us  in  the  fiush  of  health  and  the  beauty  of  well- 
developed  womanhood,  taking  the  deepest  interest  in  all  its  divine  prin- 
ciples, progressiva  measures,  and  reformatory  objects.  By  all  who  knew 
her  personal  worth,  rare  moral  maturity,  exalted  purity  and  loving  nature, 
she  will  long  be  held  in  remembrance  as  one  whose  character  and  example 
were  worthy  of  close  imitation. 
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IX.— TEEE  FREEDMEN. 

DmBiNO  and  intending  to  do  onr  part  in  the  great  work  of  edacatiiig 
and  improYing  the  moral  and  social  condition  of  the  mUlioina  c^  emaad- 
pated  bondmen  of  the  South,  we  herebj  appoint  the  perscms  named  below 
a  Oonmiittee  to  collect  fnnds  in  their  req>ectiye  neighborhoods  for  that 
object;  tbe  Amds  thns  collected  to  be  placed  by  the  membera  <tf  the  Com- 
mittee in  the  hands  of  Isaac  Mendenhall,  Treasurer  of  this  Yearly  Meeting^ 
and  to  be  bj  him  paid  oyer,  in  its  name,  to  the  Treasury  of  the  Peimsjri- 
yania  Freedmen's  Belief  AModation,  424  Walnut  street,  Philadelphia, 


CX)MMITTEE. 


PusKT  Cloud, 
Sabilla  Hamblbtok, 
RbbbocaJ.  Conabd, 
Ltdia  J.  Wat, 
Ellen  Tatlob, 
Anna  Mabt  Mabshall, 
Mabbl  Mabshall, 
Rachel  Smith, 
Hannah  J.  Dixon, 
Maboabet  Bushono, 
Gbobob  Passmobb, 
LizzT  Passmobb, 
Mabtha  Mabtin, 
Lizzie  CoATES, 
A.UOE  Jaokson, 
Hannah  Mabt  Mabtin, 
Sabah  Jane  Whitson, 
Susanna  P.  Chambebs, 
Thomas  Jackson, 
Db.  Comlt  Bbosius, 


Pateenob  Miohenxb, 
Geoboe  Smith, 
Emblinb  Smith, 
Mabbiott  Bbosius, 
Ohables  Webster, 
MabtWebsteb, 
Salina  D.Wat, 
Sabah  A  Mabt  Shaw, 
Sallt  House, 
Db.  Sabah  A.  Entrixen, 
LsmiA  Bbosius, 
Ltdia  H.  Pbice, 
Raohsl  G.  Chandlbb, 
Gbaoeanna  Lewis, 
Chables  Stabk, 
Benj.  p.  Eibk, 
Phebb  Paxson, 
Susan  Piebob, 
Hannah  Thompson, 
Mabt  Ann  Walton. 


The  foregoing  Testimonies  were  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Thirteenth 
Yearly  Meeting  of  Progresnye  Friends,  held  at  Longwood,  Pa.,  from  tiie 
8th  to  the  loth  of  the  Sixth  month,  indudye,  1865. 

OLIVER  JOHNSOK        ) 
ANNIE  M.  STAMB ACH,  f 


(mrhi. 
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j^  DISCOURSE 

Delivered  at  Longwood^  on  First  day,  the  Wth  of  Sixth  monthy  1865. 

By  George  Thompson. 

J'  ^at  all-comprehensive  formnla  given  by  Jesus  of  Nazareth  to  his 
disciples,  he  taught  them,  w^cJi  addressing  "  Our  feather,  who  is  in 
Heaven,"  to  say,  "Thy  kingdom  come;"  a  kingdom,  not  of  temporal 
power  and  grandeur;  not  of  meats  and  drinks;  but  an  invisible  and 
spiritual  kingdom,  consisting  of  Righteousness  and  Peace  and  Joy  in  the 
Holy  Ghost;  a  kingdom  established  in  the  soul.  When  the  Pharisees 
demanded  of  Christ  when  the  kingdom  of  which  he  spake  should  come, 
he  answered,  "The  kingdom  of  God  cometh  not  with  observation. 
Neither  shall  they  say,  Lo  here  I  or  lo  there  I  for  behold  the  kingdom  of 
God  is  within  you."  This  kingdom  we  should  seek  to  have  set  up  in  our 
own  hearts,  and  should  then  labor  by  precept,  example,  and  effort,  to 
advance  its  progress  throughout  the  world,  until  the  time  shall  come 
when  the  earth  will  witness  the  reign  of  justice,  liberty,  and  universal 
love  : 

When  nation  shall  not  against  nfitlon  rlso ; 
Nor  ardent  warriors  meet  with  faatefbl  eyes ; 
Nor  fields  with  gleaming  steel  be  covered  o^er; 
The  brazen  trnropets  kindle  rage  no  more  ; 
When  useless  lances  into  scythes  shall  bend, 
And  the  broad  AUcblon  in  »  plooghshare  end. 

For  the  coming  of  this  kingdom  the  whole  creation  groaneth  and 
travaileth  in  pain  together  until  now.  For  the  coming  of  this  kingdom 
mankind  are,  waiting  and  longing  with  the  expectation  of  those  who, 
through  the  dark  and  dreary  watches  of  the  night,  look  for  the  sun  to 
come  forth  from  the  chambers  of  the  East  and  flood  the  dark  places  of  the 
earth  with  his  glory.  The  coming  of  this  kingdom  is  the  desire  of  all 
those  who  mourn  over  the  many  false  and  pernicious  systems  with  which 
the  earth  -is  filled.  They  sigh  for  that  thrice  blessed  period  to  arrive, 
when  Idolatry,  with  its  foul  and  bloody  orgies ;  and  Superstition,  with  its 
maddening  incantations,  and  besotting  follie|s;  and  Despotism,  with  its  rod 
of  iron  and  remorseless  edicts ;  and  Priestly  domination,  with  its  heavier 
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fetters  for  the  soul ;  and  War,  with  its  carnage  and  desolation  and  blood ; 
and  Slavery,  with  its  horrid  merchandise  of  the  bodies  and  sonls  of  men, 
and  its  hellish  paraphernalia  of  clotted  scoorges,  and  bolts,  and  branding- 
irons  and  thumb-screws,  shall  have  been  swept  from  the  face  of  a  regener- 
ated world.  When  this  fair  earth  of  ours,  renewed  in  more  than  pristine 
beauty,  and  decked  with  the  fruits  of  human  industry,  and  embellished 
by  the  countless  contributions  of  science  and  of  art,  and  everywhere 
crowded  with  a  free,  enlightened,  peaceful  and  happy  population,  shall 
reflect  the  smiles,  and  be  vocal  with  the  praises,  of  its  omnipotent  and 
loving  Greater. 

Friends  of  Human  Progress !  among  whom  I  delight  to  stand  to-day,  it 
is  my  desire  to  say  something  calculated  to  help  the  faith  you  cherish  in 
*^  the  good  time  coming.*^  You  are  met  together  to  bear  your  testimony 
against  the  errors  and  practices  by  which  the  human  race  are  held  in 
bondage.  You  are  nobly  coSperating  with  those,  everywhere,  who  aje 
laboring  for  the  triumph  of  the  principles  of  justice,  impartial  liberty  and 
universal  brotherhood.    Be  encouraged  by  the  Signs  of  the  Times ! 

I  am,  myself,  a  sincere  believer  in  the  divine  character,  *the  quickening 
and  saving  influence,  of  the  Christian  religion.  Christianity,  in  its 
genius,  its  spirit,  its  precepts,  and  in  the  example  of  its  founder,  is  pre- 
eminently a  religion  of  peace  and  good  will.  It  is  not  more  a  revelation 
of  God  to  man  than  it  is  a  revelation  of  man  to  man.  It  teaches  ns  that 
men  are  created  equal,  by  teaching  us  that  God  "  hath  made  of  one  hi^ 
all  nations  of  men  for  to  dwell  on  all  the  face  of  the  earth.'*  It  utteriy 
abolishes  all  distinctions  founded  upon  race,  clunate,  condition  and  com- 
plexion. It  sums  up  the  whole  law  by  saying,  **  Thou  shall  love  the 
Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  and.thy  neighbor  as  thyself."  With  this 
belief,  I  am  encouraged  by  the  fact  Uiat  the  Christian  religion  is  rapidly 
superseding  the  systems  of  error  that  have  so  widely  obtained  through- 
out the  world. 

Already,  a  majority  of  the  human  race  is  nominally  Christian,  or 
subject  to  the  governments  of  nominally  Christian  nations.  The  volume 
which  contains  the  record  of  the  life  and  teachings  of  Christ  is  finding  its 
way,  far  as  the  footsteps  of  man  can  be  traced.  Societies  in  England  and 
America  have,  by  the  circulation  of  that  volume,  rolled  a  mightj  flood  of 
truth  through  the  world,  and  faithful  men  have  gone  forth  to  stand  upon 
its  banks  and  cry,  ^'Hol  every  one  that  thirsteth,  come  ye  to  the  watera^* 
The  effect  is  already  seen.  East  and  West,  and  ITorth  and  South,  the 
pure  and  undefiled  religion  of  Jesus  is  undermining  and  overshadowing 
the  false  and  injurious  systems  which  despotism  and  priestcraft  have  palmed 
on  the  ignorance  and  credulity  of  mankind.  lift  up  your  eyes  and  see ! 
The  governments  and  hierarchies,  which  for  centuries  have  exercised  their 
powers  and  influences  in  the  maintenance  and  propagation  of  systems 
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and  creeds  Bubversive  of  the  freedom  and  independence  of  the  hnman 
race,  are  fast  crumbling  away. 

Where  now  is  the  mighty  empire  once  swayed  by  the  successors  and 
followers  of  Mahomet?  In  India,  the  imperial  sceptre  formerly  swayed 
by  the  great  Mogul  is  now  firmly  grasped  in  the  hand  of  a  representative 
of  the  Ohristian  sovereign  of  Great  Britain.  In  Turkey,  tho  Grand  Turk  is 
no  better  than  a  trembhng  puppet  in  the  hands  of  the  contending  states- 
men of  Europe.  The  great  "Eastern  Question"  is  simply,  Which 
amongst  the  ambitious  Ohristian  powers  of  the  West  shall 'possess  Con- 
stantinople ?  That  city,  once  the  seat  of  the  colossal  dominion  of  him 
who  was  the  sole  head  of  both  the  Eastern  and  the  Western  Empires — 
and  afterwards  of  so  many  victorious  Moslems — ^the  renowned  Istambol, 
is  now  a  mere  rendezvous  of  intriguing  ambassadors  from  Christian 
States,  and  the  Sultan  their  effeminate  and  helpless  tool.  Everywhere 
throughout  the  Mahomedan  world  the  crimson  glories  of  the  Cross  are 
eclipsing  the  splendors  of  the  Crescent.  The  once  dreaded  empire  of  the 
Caliphs  is  gone.  The  green  flag  of  the  Prophet  of  Mecca,  which  so  long 
floated  in  triumph  over  many  of  the  fairest  portions  of  the  earth,  and 
which  still,  for  a  time,  casts  its  shadow  over  the  scenes  most  sacred  in  Old 
and  New  Testament  history,  is  torn  and  dishonored ;  the  vast  empire  it 
symbolized  is  dismembered  and  impoverished,  and  the  authority  of  the 
Koran  totters  to  its  everlasting  fall* 

A  similar  change  has  been  going  forward,  weakening  and  destroying  the 
power  of  the  Papacy.  This  power,  by  the  force  of  priestcraft,  aided  by 
secular  authority,  has  for  ages  tyrannized  over  the  nations  of  Christendom. 
Wherever  it  has  predominated,  it  has  never  been  surpassed  in  the  maligni- 
ty with  which  it  has  persecuted  whatever  dared  to  question  its  suprem- 
acy. A  few  years  ago,  and  though  the  Pope  had  lost  his  ancient  suprem- 
acy ;  though  princes  and  potentates  no  longer  held  his  stirrup,  or  waited 
barefoot  at  his  gate,  he  ret(uned,  nevertheless,  a  throne,  a  kingdom  and  a 
revenue.  These  are  not  now,  and  never  will  be  his,  again. '  It  is  not  long 
since,  with  the  exception  of  Great  Britain  and  Prussia,  all  the  great  , 
tiirones  of  Christendom  were  occupied  by  his  minions  and  tributaries. 
France,  politically  speaking,  was  his.  Italy,  through  all  its  classic  States, 
was  his.  Portugal,  with  the  wealth  of  its  dependent  empire  of  Brazil, 
was  his.  Spain,  with  the  gold  of  Mexico  and  the  silver  of  Peru,  was  his. 
What  is  now  the  condition  of  the  triple-crowned  monarch?  What 
sovereign  now  holds  the  stirrup  of  the  autocrat  of  the  Seven  Hills  ?  Who, 
now,  dreads  the  thunder  of  the  Vatican,  or  is  startled  at  its  reverberations? 
Who,  now,  trembles  at  the  thought  of  a  Papal  Bull  of  excommunication; 
or  is  awed  into  terror  and  submission  by  an  Encyclical  letter?  Is  Victor 
Emanuel,  King  of  liberated,  united  and  renovated  Italy?  Is  Louis 
Napoleon,  Emperor  of  France,  the  presence  of  whose  army  is  necessary 
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to  enable  Pio  Kono  to  retain  a  dwelling  in  the  Eternal  City !  Is  that 
high-souled  patriot,  Joseph  Garibaldi,  who  from  his  island-home  in 
Caprera  ceases  not  to  launch  his  anathemas  against  papal  nsorpation,  and 
is  exen  now  meditating  plans  for  the  expulsion  of  his  so-called  Holiness 
from  Rome,  and  the  deliverance  of  the  City  of  the  Sea  from  the  talons 
of  the  Austrian  Vulture  t  Verily,  as  regards  the  temporal  power  of  the 
Pope,  we  may  already  say,  **  Babylon  the  great  is  faUen,  fallen,  never  to 
rise  again  I " 

If  the  temporal  dominion  of  the  sovereign  Pontiff  may  be  said  to  be 
extinct,  its  great  ally,  the  empire  of  Austria,  already  dismembered,  may 
be  said  to  be  menaced ;  and  in  the  meanwhile,  is  only  preserved  by  a 
resort  to  ameliorative  measures,  and  the  partial  recognition  of  the  politi- 
cal rights  of  the  people  of  its  many  disaffected  provinces.  NeverlhelesB, 
this  absolute  power  is  in  imminent  jeopardy  of  being  in  no  long  time 
overthrown,  and  made  to  give  place  to  a  government  more  in  harmooj 
with  the  liberal  political  institutions  and  advanced  ideas  of  the  present 
age. 

If  the  autocracy  of  Russia  be  not  at  this  moment  in  actual  peril,  it  is 
because  the  reigning  Ozar  is  a  man  of  enlightened  mind,  of  upright 
intentions,  and  is  wise  enough  to  read,  and  reading,  to  understand,  the 
signs  of  the  times,  and  has  warded  off  impending  danger,  by  proclaiming 
the  emancipation  of  the  millions  of  his  subjects  who  were  serfe  upon  tbe 
soil. 

It  would  be  easy  to  pass  from  continent  to  continent,  and  fh)m  nation 
to  nation,  with  a  view  of  illustrating  the  facts,  that  in  every  direction, 
the  reign  of  despotism  and  priestcraft  is  on  the  wane,  and  that  light  and 
liberty  are  steadily  and  rapidly  advancing.  Everywhere  are  witnessed 
the  most  remarkable  upheavings,  revolutions  and  changes  in  the  states  and 
principalities  of  the  world;  all  indications  of  the  march,  and  uldmate 
ascendancy  of  higher  principles,  more  liberal  ideas,  and  juster  governments; 
as  well  as  of  the  presence,  power  and  superintendence  of  a  Divine 
Providence,  that,  sitting  high  above  conventions,  and  conclaves,  aad 
cabinets,  and  congresses  and  parliaments,  is  constantly  arranging  the  posi- 
tions and  mutual  relations  of  the  various  communities  into  which  mm- 
kind  is  distributed. 

I  know  it  may  be  said  that  the  political  events  of  whidi  I  am  speaking 
are  not,  in  themselves,  necessarily,  the  proofs  of  the  spread  of  true,  vital 
and  saving  religious  principles.  It  is  not  contended  that  they  are.  Tbe 
political  changes,  paat  and  foreshadowed,  are  mentioned  only  for  the  pur- 
pose of  showing  what  has  been  done,  and  what  is  likely  to  be  dcme,  in  the 
way  of  removing  old  and  formidable  obstructions  to  the  suooessfiil'  pro- 
mulgation of  those  higher  truths  which  it  is  the  especial  provinoe  of  the 
moral  and  religious  teacher  to  inculcate  upon  the  minds  of  men. 
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Let  me  more  folly  explain  my  meaning.  Trne  it  is,  the  series  of  con- 
quests which  dnriDg  the  last  hundred  years  have  given  to  Great  Britain 
two  hundred  millions  of  subjects  in  Hindustan,  are  not  in  themselves  the 
conquests  of  a  rational  and  pure  religion ;  but,  as  a  result  flowing  from 
those  conqT](^sts  of  our  arms,  there  is  now  no '  lo^/^er  any  political  or 
territorial  barrier  to  the  universal  diffusion  of  ^o  elevating  and  saving 
truths  of  Christianity  among  the  teeming  milL  jns  of  that  vast  empire. 
Again,  the  fall  of  one  Mahomedan  power  and  the  decrepitude  of  another 
are  not,  in  themselves,  evidence  of  the  actual  progress  of  the  purer  and 
more  perfect  religion  of  Him  who  died  on  Calvary ;  but  they  are  facts  of 
vast  importance,  when  viewed  as  the  casting  down  of  the  strongholds  of 
darkness,  and  the  carrying  of  once  apparently  impregnable  entrenchments. 
Again,  the  decline  and  impending  overthrow  of  that  gigantic  power,  the 
Papacy,  as  a  political  fabric,  is  not  in  itself,  necessarily,  a  religious  refor- 
mation; but  the  extinction  of  that  power  is  the  opening  of  a  wide  and 
effectual  door  for  the  entrance  of  the  truth,  and  the  achievement  of  its 
peaceful  and  humanizing  triumphs.  The  progress  of  mere  political  revo- 
lution, and  the  establishment  of  the  principles  of  personal,  civil  and  reli- 
gious liberty,  are  not,  necessarily,  and  in  them^lves,  the  establishment  of 
that  kingdom  which  is  righteousness,  peace  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost ; 
but  they  are  the  XMisting  down  of  the  mountains,  and  the  raising  up  of  the 
valleys,  and  the  preparation,  thereby,  of  the  way  for  the  employment  of 
higher  instrumentalities  for  the  accomplishment  of  nobler  purposes.  The 
abolition  of  slavery  in  this  country  is  the  redemption  from  pei*sonal  bonds 
of  the  millions  who  have  been  hitherto  regarded  as  marketable  chattels. 
This,  of  itself,  is  a  great  and  glorious  result  of  the  labors  that  have  been 
performed,  and  the  sacrifices  that  have  been  made.  It  is  the  extinction 
of  a  sjTstem  of  cruelty,  injustice,  robbery  and  pollution.  It  is  more  than 
this:  it  is  the  removal  out  of  the  way  of  an  insuperable  obstacle  to  the 
diffusion  of  education,  the  progress  of  civilization,  and  the  spread  of  pure 
and  undefiled  religion.  Slavery  forbade  the  instruction  of  the  slave. 
Slavery  corrupted  and  prostituted  Christianity.  Slavery  placed  a  padlock 
on  the  lips  of  the  minister  of  religion,  and  prohibited  him  from  declaring 
the  whole  counsel  of  God.  Slavery  was  characterized  by  all  the  worst 
and  most  revolting  featuites  of  barbarism.  This  inhuman  and  soul-de* 
stroying  system  is  about  to  be  swept  away  from  the  land  it  has  blighted 
and  defiled,  and  from  this  time,  henceforth,  the  truth  will  have  free 
course,  and  the  9ouU  of  men  will  be  made  free  as  well  as  their  bodies. 

Among  the  active  agencies  which  are  contributing  to  the  world's  regene- 
ration may  be  included  the  growing  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
various  nations  of  the  world.  We  are  living  in  an  age  when  men,  every- 
where, are  agitated  by  a  spirit  of  commercial  enterprise.  The  produc- 
tions of  every  clime  and  region  are  finding  their  way  to  every  other. 
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Commerce  is  ploughing  every  sea  with  her  adventnrous  keels,  and  is 
spreading  her  canvas  to  the  breezes  of  every  sky.  Every  tribe  of  tlie 
inland  wilderness  knows  her,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  isles  shont  at  her 
approach.  Commence,  I  admit,  is  not  Christianity ;  nevertheless,  it  is  a 
mighty  auxiliary  to  its  progress.  It  extends  civilization,  and  excites^ 
everywhere,  the  spirit  of  improvement  It  gives  to  savage  tribes  whom 
it  visits  new  ideas  of  comfort,  and  forms  them  to  habits  of  industry.  It 
diffuses  knowledge,  by  making  known  the  discoveries  in  art,  science  and 
manufactures,  of  the  more  intelligent  and  favored  nations,  to  those  who 
are  less  so.  It  brings  different  and  far  distamt  nations  into  contact  with 
each  other,  compelling  the  ignorant  to  see  their  ignoranoe,  and  the  un- 
civilized to  confess  their  inferiority.  Thus,  it  is  often  the  forerunner,  and 
always  the  handmaid,  of  education  and  Christianity,  and  never  fails  to 
subserve,  ultimately,  the  purposes  of  those^who  are  seeking  to  elevate 
and  save  their  race.  Take  as  an  illnstration  the  commerce  of  the  two 
great  maritime  nations  ^of  the  earth — ^the  United  States  and  England, 
and  view  their  commercial  interchanges  in  connection  with  the  cause  of 
the  world^s  education.  The  vast  and  extended  commercial  dealings  of 
these  countries  afford  a  ready  access  to,  and  an  easy  correspondence  with) 
every  part  of  the  habitable  globe.  Wherever  it  may  be  desirable  to  com- 
mence the  work  of  education,  thither,  through  the  facilities  now  offered, 
can  be  sent  qualified  teachers,  at  a  comparatively  trifling  expense,  and 
they  can  be  heard  from  fVequently  and  regularly.  Those  who  have 
already  been  distributed  over  remote  sections,  now  nowhere  feel  them- 
selves beyond  the  reach  and  sympathy  of  the  friemds  they  have  left  be- 
hind. Every  impulse  imparted  to  the  good  cause  at  home  is  felt  by  the 
humblest  and  most  distant  laborer  abroad.  Every  excitement  that  stimu- 
lates the  friends  of  progress  in  other  lands  to  new  zeal  and  enterprize— 
to  increased  faith,  and  love,  and  joy — ^travels  round  the  earth's  circumfer- 
ence, gladdening  the  hearts  of  all  who  are .  laboring  for  the  world^s  re- 
demption, whether  prosecuting  their  holy  work  amid  the  snows  of  Labra- 
dor, upon  the  burning  plains  of  India,  or  beneath  the  shadow  of  the  great 
wall  of  China.  Commerce,  too,  is  one  of  the  principal  producers  of 
wealth,  and  by  enriching  the  various  classes  of  the  community,  enables 
those  who  desire  to  promote  the  cause  of  humanity,  and  who  esteem 
themselves  stewards  of  the  manifold  gifts  of  God,  to  furnish  forth  the 
armaments  by  which  the  banner  of  the  Prince  of  Peace  may  be  carried 
in  triumph  through  the  world. 

The  prevalence,  and  continually  increasing  diffusion,  of  the  knowledge 
of  the  English  language,  in  connection  with  the  progress  of  the  Arts  and 
Sciences,  and  the  unexampled  facilities  afforded  by  the  printing  press,  are 
all  encouragements  to  our  faith  in  the  coming  of  a  brighter  and  better  era. 
What  a  power  is  the  press,  hand  in  hand  with  the  world-wide  commerce 
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in  which  the  two  great  protestant  Christian  nations  of  the  world  are 
engaged  I  The  press,  in  the  present  age,  is  of  more  value  in  respect  to 
the  promulgation  of  truth,  than  was  the  apostolic  power  of  working 
miracles  in  attestation  of  the  divine  nature  of  Christianity. .  If  the  Apos- 
tle Paul,  instead  of  having  to  authenticate  his  letters  hy  writing,  "The 
salutation  of  Paul,  with  mine  own  hand,"  could  have  had  printed  at  the 
bottom  or  on  the  title-page,  "Stereotype  edition-^1 00,000  copies,"  he 
would  have  had  new  and  very  different  ideas  concerning  the  conversion 
of  the  world. 

What  a  cause  for  congratulation  and  thankfulness  is  it,  that  those  stu- 
pendous systems  of  error  and  false  religion,  which  for  centuries  and 
millenniums  have  overshadowed  and  cursed  mankind,  are  falling  into 
disesteem ;  are  growing  effete,  and  are  crumbling  away.  Contrast  the 
Etateof  Mahomedanism  now,  in  its  decadence,  with  that  fierce  irruption 
which,  in  the  seventh  century,  devastated  the  shores  of  the  Mediterranean, 
and  threatened  to  coyer  the  earth  with  its  fiery  billows.  Mahomedanism, 
in  every  part  of  the  world,  has  become  withered,  sluggish  and  inert.  A 
similar  decrepitude  has  overtaken  the  vast  and  once  mighty  system  of  Hin- 
duism. And  this,  not  in  consequence  of  the  direct  teaching  of  the  doctrines 
and  dogmas  of  Christianity,  and  still  less,  owing  to  the  examples  and 
practices  of  its  professed  followers,  as  to  the  importation  and  diffusion  of 
ideas  more  or  less  opposed  to  the  superstitions,  inventions  and  falsehoods 
which  have  been  palmed  npon  the  people  by  the  priests.  It  is  not  so 
much  by  the  inculcation  of  the  doctrines  peculiar  to  Christianity,  as 
taught  by  modern  sects,  that  in  the  present  age  the  renovation  of  the 
world  is  being  carried  on.  Our  great  reforms  are  effected,  not  by  the 
clergy,  but  by  those  who  are  laboring  to  give  a  practical  application  to 
the  moral  principles  of  Christianity.  It  is  the  enunciation  of  these  prin- 
ciples that  is  effecting  the  gradual  removal  of  long-cherished,  wide-spread, 
and  pernicious  abuses.  To  the  practical  application  and  operation  of  the 
divine  ethics  of  Christianity  will  be  due  the  honor  of  having  swept  from 
the  earth  those  execrable  systems,  the  African  slave  trade  and  the  insti- 
tption  of  Negro  slavery.  The  thirty  years'  agitatic^n  in  England  for  the 
extinction -of  the  slave  trade— an  agitation  in  which  Clarkson  and  Wil- 
berforce  were  so  honorably  conspicuous — was  based  upon  the  sublime 
principles  developed  in  the  life  and  teachings  of  Christ.  It  is  the  glory 
of  Christianity  that  it  proclfums  the  equality  of  the  human  race ;  that  it 
teaches  man  to  love  his  neighbor  as  himself;  to  do  nnto  others  as  he 
would  have  others  do  nntp  him;  that  men  are  of  one  blood,  and  have 
onp  Father ;  tliat  we  are  to  call  no  man  common  or  unclean ;  that  one  is 
our  Master,  who  is  in  heaven ;  that  we  should  remember  them  that  are 
in  bonds  as  bound  with  them.  It  was  the  preaching  of  these  great  truths, 
by  men  who  left  to  others  the  exposition  of  the  mysteries  and  doctrines 
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of  Christianity,  and  who  made  their  appeal  to  the  instincts  and  con- 
sciences of  humanity,  that  the  great  work  was  accomplished. 

It  is  in  Ohristianity  that  we  learn  the  true  moral  and  ^iritual  digni^ 
of  roan,  and  the  impiety  as  well  as  cruelty  of  reducing  him  to  sUrerj. 
That  he  was  formed  in  the  image  of  his  Maker.  That  he  was  made  hot 
a  little  lower  tlian  the  angels.  That  he  was  created  for  glory,  and  hanor, 
and  immortality.  That  whatever  his  place  of  birth  or  his  complezioD,  he 
has  the  capacity  to  be  educated  into  a  religious  character,  and  made  a 
partaker  of  all  the  joys  that  spring  from  spiritual  communion  with  the 
Author  of  his  existence.  It  is  in  the  light  of  a  nature  bo  diTine  in  its 
origin  and  deathless  in  its  faculties,  that  we  see  the  great  atrocity  of  the 
crime  committed  when  man  is  degraded  to  the  condition  of  an  American 
chattel  slave.  In  the  light  of  these  truths  we  see,  too,  the  duty  of  tar- 
nishing every  man  with  the  means  of  improvement,  so  that  the  human 
being  may  attain  a  full  and  perfect  development  as  a  rational,  acooontable 
and  immortal  soul. 

Unhappily,  in  this  country  slavery  had  obscured,  penrerted  and  co^ 
rupted  Christianity,  and  had  even  made  it  the  instrument  of  oppreanon, 
and  the  apologist  of  man-stealing.    The  churches  of  th^  free  States^  bf 
their  ecclesiastical  affiliations  with  the  churches  of  the  slave  States,  bad 
become  pro-slavery.    To  preserve  their  union  with  the  South,  they  con- 
sented to  keep  silence  respecting  the  existence,  cruelty  and  guilt  of  slaveij. 
They  did  more  and  worse  than  this ;  they  became  the  defenders  and  abet- 
tors of  slavery,  and  the  bitter  opponents  of  those  who  sought  its  abolition. 
If,  instead  of  pursuing  this  course,  the  great  religious  bodies  of  America  bad 
taught  the  pure  principles  of  Christianity  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  tbe 
end  of  the  system  would  have  been  peacefully  effected,  and  the  ohurAes 
would  have  had  the  honor  of  the  great  achievement    Had  the  chnrohej 
done  their  duty,  the  desolating  and  bloody  civil  war  which  has  prevailed 
during  the  last  four  years  would  have  been  spared.    But  the  churcbes 
failed  in  their  duty  to  the  slave,  their  country  and  their  God.    Hence,  tbe 
great  teacher,  war,  came,  and  by  war  not  only  has  the  slave  been  deliv- 
ered from  his  bonds,  but  Christianity  itself  has  been  rescued  from  the 
hands  of  those  who  made  it  subservient  to  the  maintenance  of  a  system 
aptly  described  as  "  the  sum  of  all  villanies."    We  shall  now  hear  no 
more  from  the  pulpits  of  America,  either  North  or  South,  of  the  divine 
right  of  property  in  man.    No  more  of  the  slave  trade  and  slavery  bein^ 
missionary  institutions.    No  more  of  the  patriarchal  character  of  the 
institution  adopted  on  the  cotton  plantations.    No  more  of  slavery  being 
the  corner-stone  of  the  Republican  edifice.    **01d  things  have  pas^ 
away ;  behold  all  things  have  become  new." 

Friends  of  tbo  oatoast  I  view  the  aocompltehed  plan, 
The  Negro  towering  to  tbe  height  of  man  ; 
Tyrant  and  slave  no  more  this  Und  shall  see, 
For  Ood  created  all  His  children  tree. 
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The  Foubtkenth  Teably  Mestinq  oi  the  Bsuoious  Society 
OF  Prooressivb  Friends  assembled  at  LoDgwood,  Chester  Co.,  Pa., 
on  Fifth  day,  the  7th  of  Sixth  month,  1866,  at  11  o'clock  a.  m. 

Oltteb  Johnson,  one  of  the  Clerks,  read  the  call  of  the  meet- 
ing, as  follows: 

Thk  Proorisbiti  Friends  of  Pennstltanli  will  bold  their  Fourteenth  Te&rly 
Meeting  at  Longwood  (near  Hamorton),  Chester  Co.,  commencing  on  Fifth  day 
(Thursday),  the  7th  of  Sixth  month  (June),  1866,  at  11  o'clock  ▲.  m.,  and  con- 
tinning,  probably,  for  three  days. 

The  ProgressiTe  Friends,  in  their  purposes  and  aims,  are  a  religious,  but  not 
a  sectarian  association.  They  have  no  common  theological  creed,  nor  is  any 
one,  on  account  of  his  opinions,  excluded  from  their  fellowship.  They  hold 
that  '* oneness  of  spirit"  in  respect  of  the  highest  and  holiest  duties  of  life  is 
compatible  with  the  widest  dlTorsity  of  theological  speculation ;  and  therefore, 
while  cherishing  the  utmost  freedom  of  thought  and  speech,  they  meet  for  the 
promotion  of  one  another's  present  and  eternal  welfare,  and  to  labor  together 
in  the  cause  of  truth  and  righteousness.  Looking  into  their  own  hearts  for  an 
CTer-present  manifestation  of  the  Divine  will,  they  seek  to  apply  the  principles 
of  Christianity  to  every  human  relation  and  institution,  to  testify  against  every 
form  of  injustice,  and  to  contend' earnestly  for  the  rights  of  the  poor  and  the 
oppressed. 

To  all  those  who  feel  attracted  to  such  a  religious  society,  we  extend  a  cordial 
invitation  to  meet  and  co-operate  with  us. 

OuvBR  Johnson,        IcUtrVB, 
\  ,  Annie  M.  S.  Galtw,  J  ^**'^'^- 

Oliyeb  Johnson  addressed  the  meeting  briefly,  alluding  to  the 
history  of  the  Society,  its  principles,  and  the  purposes  for  which  it 
had  couYened.  He  concluded  by  offerbg  obituaries  of  Eusebius 
Babnabb,  John  Aonew,  Maby  J.  Pbnnock,  and  Auce  Eliza 
Haubleton. 

Remarks  followed  from  Chandler  Dablinqton,  Calbb  Jack- 
son, Thbodobb  Tilton,  John  Wat,  and  Olivbb  Johnson. 

William  Lloyd  Gabbison  and  Geobge  Thompson,  whose 
attendance  had  been  earnestly  desired  and  expected,  were  not  pres- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


cnt ;  the  one  being  kept  away  by  illness,  the  other  by  imperative 
calls  of  business. 

The  following  persons  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  settle  with 
the  Treasurer,  and  to  nominate  a  Treasurer  and  Clerks  for  the  en- 
suing year:  Chandlbb  Dablington,  Dinah  Msndenhall, 
Thomas  Hambleton,  Estheb  Hates,  Elizabeth  Jackson. 

The  following  persons  were  appointed  to  prepare  Testimonies  for 
the  consideration  of  the  meeting :  Theodobe  Tilton,  Giles  B. 
Stebbins,  Susan  B.  Anthont,  Fbances  D.  Gage,  Outee 
Johnson,  James  C.  Jackson,  Lewis  Mabshalt^  Jacob  Bboth- 
EBTON,  and  Mabt  £.  Bbeed,  M.  D. 

afteenoon  session. 

The  Treasurer's  Beport  was  presented  and  accepted.  Reedpts 
(including  balance  from  last  year's  account),  $156  25;  expendi- 
tures, $9Q  T7;  balance  in  the  Treasury,  $59  48. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  nominate  Clerks  and  Treasurer  for 
the  ensuing  year  made  the  following  nominations:  For  Clerks, 
Oliyeb  Johnson  and  Anna  Mabt  Mabshall;  for  Treasurer, 
Isaac  Msndenhall.  The  persons  nominated  were  chosen  by  a 
unanimous  vote  of  the  meeting. 

The  Treasurer  presented  a  report  of  contributions  for  the  Freed- 
men,  received  by  him  from  members  of  the  Committee  on  that 
subject  appointed  last  year.  The  whole  sum  received  was  $261  00. 
The  Committee  was  discharged. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Alfbed  H.  Love,  expressing  his  contin- 
ued interest  in  the  meeting,  and  his  regret  that  he  would  not  be  able 
to  participate  in  its  proceedings. 

Remarks  in  relation  to  the  obituaries  presented  in  the  morning 
were  offered  by  Caleb  Jackson,  John  Wat,  Chanbleb  Dab- 
LiNGTON,  OuvEB  JoHNsoN,  Theodobe  Tilton,  and  Thomas 
Gabbett. 

Theodobe  Tilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Testimonies,  present- 
ed papers  on  four  different  subjects,  viz :  The  Position  of  Woman, 
Caste,  Capital  Punishment,  Religion.  Oliveb  Johnson,  from  the 
same  Committee,  read  a  paper  entitled  "  The  End  of  Slavery — the 
Rights  of  the  Emancipated." 

The  Testimony  on  the  Position  of  Woman  was  taken  up  for  con- 
sideration, and  unanimously  adopted,  after  a  spirited  and   deeply 
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iDterestiDg  discussion,  in  which  the  foUowing  persons  participated : 
SuBAN  B.  Anthony,  William  Rumfobd,  Feances  D.  Gage, 
Giles  B.  Stebbins,  Theodobe  Tilton,  Oliveb  Johnson,  and 
Thomas  Hambleton. 

SECOND  DAY. 

An  extract  of  a  letter  from  Annie  M.  Stambach  Galyin,  one  of 
the  Clerks  of  the  meeting  for  the  last  two  years,  was  read  by  Oliveb 
Johnson.    It  will  be  found  on  another  page. 

An  interesting  and  stirring  letter,  addressed  to  the  meeting,  from 
Elizabeth  Cadt  Stanton,  was  read  by  Susan  B.  Anthony,  and 
is  published  herewith. 

Theodobb  Tilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Testimonies,  pre* 
sented  a  paper  on  "  Hocondtruction,"  and  thereupon  addressed 
the  meeting  at  length,  and  in  a  very  earnest  and  eloquent  manner, 
urging  the  duty  of  the  country  to  give  the  negro  the  right  of  suffrage, 
as  the  only  means  of  ensuring  the  safety  and  perpetuity  of  Repub- 
lican institutions.  His  earnest  words  were  listened  to  with  fixed 
attention  by  a  crowded  assembly. 

AFTERNOON    SESSION. 

The  meeting  proceeded  to  take  up  contributions  to  defray  its  ex- 
penses during  the  ensuing  year.  Remarks,  showing  the  usefulness  of 
the  Society  and  the  importance  of  a  wider  dissemination  of  its 
principles,  were  offered  by  Oliveb  Johnson,  Thomas  Hambleton, 
Aaron  M.  Powell,  Susan  B.  Anthony,  Giles  B.  Stebbins,  John 
Wat,  Thomas  Garrett,  Theodore  Tilton  and  Isaac  Msndenhall. 
The  sum  collected  and  subscribed  was  $122. 

The  meeting  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  subject  of  '*  Recon- 
struction." A  very  earnest  and  spirited  dbcussion  ensued,  in  which 
John  W.  Hurn,  Theodore  Tilton,  Aaron  M.  Powell,  Anna  E. 
Dickinson  and  Oliver  Johnson  took  part. 

THIRD  DAY. 

The  morning  session  was  wholly  occupied  in  the  discussion  of  the 
subject  of  ''  Reconstruction,''  and  the  various  questions  connected 
therewith.  The  discussion  was  very  earnest  and  interesting,  and 
the  followmg  persons  participated  therein :    J.  W.  Hurn,  J.  W. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


6 

Thorns,  Giles  B.  Stbbbins,  Hibah  P.  Cbozieb,  Thbodors  Tiltox, 
Oliteb  Johnson,  Aaron  M.  Powbll. 

▲itbrnoon  session. 

The  Testimonies  on  Temperance,  Capital  Punishment,  and  Caste, 
were  nnanimoosly  adopted. 

The  Testimony  on  Beligion  was  then  taken  np,  and  occupied  the 
attention  of  the  meeting  till  near  its  close.  Chandleb  Darung- 
TON,  Giles  B.  Stebbins,  Caleb  S.  Jackson,  Theodore  Tilton,  and 
Oliver  Johnson  took  part  in  the  discussion.  The  testimony  was 
adopted — a  large  minority,  however,  voting  in  the  negative,  from  an 
apprehension,  it  is  supposed,  that  such  testimonies  might  grow  into 
a  creed.  Those  who  spoke  in  favor  of  tilie  testimony  insisted  that  it 
was  not  a  creed,  but  only  an  expression  of  opinions,  binding  no  one, 
and  in  no  way  affecting  the  right  of  membership,  or  the  freedom 
of  speech  and  action  either  of  individuals  or  of  the  Society  itsell 

The  obituaries  presented  on  the  first  day  by  Oliver  Johnson,  and 
a  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Rachel  W^son,  from  the  Conlmittee 
on  Testimonies,  were  adopted. 

The  Clerks  announced  that  they  had  selected  the  following  persons 
to  aid  them  in  revising  and  publishing  the  proceedings,  and  in  issuing 
the  call  for  the  next  Yearly  Meeting :  *  Sabah  A.  Entriksn,  M.  D., 
Mary  P.  Wilson,  J.  William  Cox,  Sidney  D.  Pennock,  Mart  B. 
Breed,  M.  D.,  Lydla  D.  Atkinson,  Edwaju>  S.  Bunker,  Ellen  M. 
Child,  Maroaretta  B.  Jackson. 

After  three  days  ^ent  in  varied  and  instructive  addresses  and  dis- 
cussions, earnest  and  in  a  good  spirit,  the  meeting  adjourned.  The 
house,  for  the  last  two  days,  was  full  to  overflowing,  and  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  last  day  a  crowd  on  the  outside  was  addressed  by 
Frances  D.  Gage  and  Hirah  P.  Crozibr.  The  people  in  attend* 
anco  at  the  several  sessions  showed  an  intelligent  and 
thoughtful  interest  in  the  subjects  discussed.  The  sentiment 
seemed  well-nigh  unanimous,  that  the  meeting,  so  full  of  benefit 
and  enjoyment  both  in  its  sessions  and  in  the  social  life  and  generous 
hospitality  attending  it,  would  convene  again  next  year  with  prom- 
ise of  increased  influence  and  usefulness. 


Oliver  Johnson,  ink 

Anna  Mary  Marshall,  ^^  ^^ 


*The  Yearly  MeetiDgfor  1^67  will  convene  on  the  first  Fifth  day  in  the  Siztk 

OMBilk 
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Cestim  0  nizB. 


L— RELIGION. 


This  Society  habitually  refrains  from  copying  the  example  of  many  other 
religions  bodies,  and  of  churches  generally,  in  promulgating  a  form^  creed 
of  religions  opinions.  Of  course,  we  recognize  the  palpable  fact  that  every 
earnest  man  who  entertidns  religious  opinions  must,  by  constitutional 
necessity,  group  these  opinions  into  what  may  be  properly  termed  his  own 
religious  creed.  Instead^  therefore,  of  arranging  an  epitome  of  theology, 
either  for  ourselves  as  a  body,  or  for  mankind  generally,  we  believe  that 
religion  is  host  offered  to  the  attention  of  the  human  mind  by  propound- 
ing the  simple  and  universal  prinoiples  of  love  to  God  and  love  to  Man, 
and  leaving  all  other  religious  ideas  to  take  varying  shapes  according  to 
men^s  varying  minds.  We  believe  that  the  Christian  growth  of  the  human 
soul  is  the  profoundest  subject  which  can  engage  the  attention  of  a  human 
being%  We  believe  that  this  growth  comes  through  an  earnest  endeavor 
to  know  and  practise  truth,  Justice,  and  love.  We  believe  that  the  best 
preparation  which  men  can  make  for  another  world  is  by  improving  their 
conduct,  temper,  and  character  whUe  in  this  life.  We  believe  that  the 
Creator  ought  to  be  more  loved  and  less  dreaded,  that  he  ought  to  elicit 
our  £Euniliar,  sweet,  and  endearing  contemplation.  We  believe  with  joy 
in  the  immortal  life,  and  look  forward  to  it  with  hope  and  courage.  We 
believe  that  the  All-Father  loves  all  his  children,  without  exception,  both 
the  good  and  the  bad.  We  believe  that  all  our  fellow-creatures  stand  to  us 
in  a  near  and  sacred  relation,  which  should  elicit  mutual  good- will,  help- 
fahiess,  kindliness,  and  aflfection.  We  believe  that,  to  this  end,  the  most 
useful,  practical,  and  beneficent  rule  for  diuly  human  conduct  ever 
expressed  in  human  speech  is  comprised  in  the  Gblden  Rule,  *'  Do  unto 
others  as  ye  would  that  others  should  do  unto  you."  In  thus  reaffii^ming 
these  views,  for  the  refreshment  of  our  own  minds,  we  earnestly  commend 
them  to  the  consideration  of  all  who  hunger  and  thirst  for  the  bread  and 
water  of  life. 

n. 

The  signs  oi  the  times  indicate  that  *'  old  things  are  passing  away,  and 
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all  thiogs  are  becomiDg  new."  Oar  own  conntrj  has  been  shaken  to  its 
centre  bj  a  great  revolation,  and  Earope  is  agitated  bj  the  growth  of  a 
popular  demand  for  higher  Freedom. 

Not  only  is  this  trne  in  national  and  political  affiiiri,  bnt  in  the  reli^ons 
world.  Colenso,  Renan,  and  others  like  them,  gain  wide  hearing  in  tiie 
old  world/ the  sacred  boundaries  of  olden  time  are  being  transcended,  and 
in  oar  own  land  millions  are  reaching  beyond  those  views  of  spiiitnal 
life  which  have  been  held  as  highest  attainment  and  sorest  safety  to  the 
sonl. 

Donbts  of  the  infallibility  of  Book  or  Creed  fill  many  a  mind,  and  mol- 
titndes  are  feeling  that  something  higher,  broader,  and  more  sai^sfying 
most  be  reached,  in  place  of  the  old  Aathority,  which  binds  no  longer. 

This  manifest  decadence  of  trust  in  outward  standards  and  limitations 
is  mourned  as  the  ^^  Eclipse  of  Faith "  by  those  who,  from  edncatioo, 
have  no  confidence  in  the  divine  powers  and  wondrous  capabilities  of  the 
soul ;  to  us,  it  is  the  dawn  of  a  better  day,  the  proof  of  growing  faith  in 
the  Truths  of  the  Soul, — ^that  Primal  Go^el,  older  and  holier  than  all 
books,  and  which  shall  live  when  the  creeds  of  to-day  shall  be  bnried  in 
oblivion. 

We  rejoice,  therefore,  in  the  manifest  proo&  that  the  rule  of  InMliUe 
outward  Authority  is  passing  away,  slowly  yet  surely,  as  tho  inevitaUe 
result  of  that  growth  of  spiritual  life,  which  shall  lead  men  to  revereDoe 
the  truth  within  themselves,  and  feel  the  mighty  signiflcanoe  of  that 
question  of  the  Nazarene — so  true  to  his  own  intuitions  and  made  dear  by 
the  beauty  of  his  life— "Why  judge  ye  not  even  of  yourselves  what  k 
right?" 

n.— THE  END  OF  SLAVERY— THE  RIGHTS  OF  THE 
EMANCIPATED. 

Since  our  last  yearly  meeting,  the  Constitutional  Amendment  abolish- 
ing and  forever  prohibiting  Slavery  has  been  duly  and  formaUy  ratified  by 
all  the  loyal  and  several  of  the  disloyal  States — making  more  than  three- 
fourths  of  aU  the  States  embraced  in  the  Union — and  officially  proclaimed 
to  be  a  part  of  the  fundamental  law  of  the  land.  This  solemn  deoree  of 
the  American  People  has,  moreover,  been  accepted  as  final  by  all  the 
States  lately  in  rebeUion,  each  of  which,  in  its  own  Constitution,  has  pro- 
claimed slavery  to  be  unlawful  within  its  limits. 

There  is  not  now,  therefore,  a  single  slave  in  the  United  States ! — not 
one  human  being — man,  woman,  or  child — ^regarded  by  the  law  as  an 
article  of  property  1  No  more  can  children,  of  any  complexion,  be  branded 
from  their  birth  as  chattels,  and  doomed  to  a  life  of  degradation,  igno- 
rance, and  unrequited  toil.  No  longer  can  husbands  and  wives,  parents 
and  children,  brothers  and  sisters,  be  torn  from  each  other's  arms  and  sold 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


9 

to  the  highest  bidden    No  longer  is  it  a  crime,  m  the  eje  of  the  law,  to 
teach  Americans  of  African  descent  to  read  and  write. 

Thns  has  the  promise  made  by  Abraham  Lincoln,  in  his  Emanoipaticm 
Proclamation  of  January  Ist,  1868,  been  more  than  fhlfilled.  Thus  has 
been  oonsnnmiated  the  primal  work  undertaken  by  the  Abolitionists  more 
than  thirty  years  ago,  and  for  the  accomplishment  of  which  •  they  have 
toiled  and  prayed  daring  that  whole  period,  in  the  face  of  disconragements 
and  obstacles  that,  to  mortal  vision,  seemed  insnrmoantable.  Never, 
since  the  time  when  the  morning  stars  sang  together  and  all  the  sons  of 
Gk>d  shonted  for  joy  at  the  creation  of  the  world,  has  there  been  a  more 
sublime  event,  a  grander  triumph  of  Right  over  Wrong,  than  that  which 
it  is  now  our  privilege  to  record.  It  is  but  four  years  since,  under  a 
solemn  and  anxious  sense  of  the  guilt  of  the  country  and  of  the  perils 
by  which  it  was  surrounded,  we  sent  a  deputation  from  this  body  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  bearing  a  memorial  in  which  we  besought 
him,  by  his  *^  regard  for  the  unity  of  the  country,  the  safety  and  happiness 
of  the  people,  the  preservation  of  free  institutions,  and  by  every  consider- 
ation of  justice,  mercy  and  peace,"  to  proclaim  immediate  and  universal 
emancipation.  To-day  our  hearts  are  filled  with  joy  and  our  mouths  with 
praise  and  thanksgiving  to  Gk>d,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  sun,  as  it 
visits  with  its  rays  every  part  of  our  beloved  country,  looks  not  down 
upon  a  single  slave ! 


'*  We  knew  that  truth  would  cnish  the  lie — 
Somehow,  some  time  the  end  would  be ; 
Tet  scarcely  dared  we  hope  to  see 
The  trimnph  with  our  mortal  eye. 

^ But  now  we  see  it!    In  the  sun 

A  free  flag  floats  from  yonder  dome, 
And  at  the  nation^s  hearth  and  home 
The  justice  long  delayed  is  done. 

*''  Not,  as  we  hoped,  in  calm  of  prayer, 

The  message  of  deliveranoe  comes, 
Bat  heralded  by  roll  of  drums 
On  waves  of  battle-troubled  air  I-* 

"  Not  as  we  hoped ; — but  what  are  we  f 

Above  oar  broken  dreams  and  plans 
Ood  lays,  with  wiser  hand  than  man^s, 
The  comer-stones  of  liberty. 

<*  We  cavil  not  with  him :  the  voice 

That  freedom^s  bleased  gospel  teUs 
Is  sweet  to  us  as  silver  bells ; 
Rejoicing,  yea,  we  will  rejoice."  * 

*  John  a.  Whittler. 
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Bat  the  duties  we  now  owe  to  iheftrse  are  not  less  urgent  and  unperstiTe 
than  those  we  formerly  owed  to  the  emlaoed,  Slayery  haying  been  abol- 
ished, not  throngh  the  repentance  of  the  masters,  bnt  hj  military  power, 
the  tpirit  which  animated  it  still  lives  in  the  hearts  of  the  late  slayehold- 
er^  and  gives  tone  to  Sonthem  society.  It  denies  to  the  freedmen  their 
eqnal  rights  as  citizens,  proscribes  them  on  acoonnt  of  their  oomplezion, 
and  subjects  them  to  laws  repugnant  to  every  principle  of  jostiee  and 
equality  and  incompatible  with  republican  institntions.  If  posaiUe,  it 
would,  no  doubt,  forge  again  the  fetters  of  slavery  and  restore  the  whip 
and  the  auction-block  in  every  Sonthem  State.  Against  this  spirit  it  is 
the  duty  of  all  the  Mends  of  liberty  and  humanity  to  wage  nnmitigated 
and  persistent  war,  by  all  the  means  which  God  has  placed  in  thw  bands. 
It  would,  if  unresisted,  eat  out  the  very  heart  of  our  liberty,  destroy  the 
national  life,  and  bring  upon  us  the  doom  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah. 
American  institutions  will  never  rest  upon  their  true  and  rightfol  founda- 
tions until  the  freedman  is  permitted  to  share  equally  with  his  old  mast^ 
in  the  administration  of  the  government,  to  vote  at  the  polls,  to  hold  office, 
to  sit  on  the  bench,  in  the  jury-box,  and  in  the  legisladve  hall,  by  theade 
of  his  white  fellow-citizen.  While  we  shrink  from  this,  our  republicanism 
{s  a  sham  and  a  lie. 

It  is  to  be  lamented  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  had  not 
either  left  the  policy  of  reconstruction  to  be  determined  by  the  Oongrees 
—a  body  fresh  from  the  loyal  people,  and  reflecting  their  ideas  and  wishes 
•—or,  in  the  exercise  of  his  authority  as  the  military  and  executive  head 
of  the  nation,  made  the  complete  enfranchisement  of  the  emancipated 
slaves  a  condition  of  the  restoration  of  the  lately  rebellious  States  to  their 
place  in  the  Union.  If  he  had  power  to  act  in  the  premises  at  all,  he  had 
the  right  to  ordain  this  measure  of  national  justice  and  impartial  liberty, 
and  the  refusal  to  do  it  was  at  once  a  blunder  and  a  crime  against  the 
national  life.  It  was  also  an  act  of  base  ingratitude  to  the  negroes  of  the 
South,  who  WQre  loyal  to  the  Union  throughout  the  war,  and  without 
whose  aid  it  U  doubtful  if  the  rebellion  could  ever  have  been  put  down. 
We  rejoice  in  all  that  the  Congress  has  done  in  resistance  to  a  scheme  of 
reconstruction  so  partial  and  unjust;  and  we  are  sure  that,  if  the  legislative 
power,  without  a  change  of  the  Constitution,  were  adequate  to  the  over* 
throw  of  that  scheme,  it  would  be  firmly  and  irresistibly  exerted.  But 
the  action  of  Congress  deprives  us  of  all  hope  of  carrying  the  measure  of 
impartial  su&age,  as  a  condition  of  reconstruction,  except  through  such 
an  TjpBisiNa  of  thb  pboplb  in  its  favor  as  shall  sweep  away  all  obstadea 
and  compel  their  representatives  to  do  Justice  to  all  men,  without  distinc- 
tion of  color.  K,  through  such  an  uprising,  the  Congress  next  to  be  chosen 
by  the  loyal  States  shall  be  filled  with  men  in  favor  of  the  measure  and 
mexorably  determined  to  enforce  it,  the  President  and  the  South  will  have 
no  alternative  but  to  yield  to  the  popular  wilL    For  this  result  we  shaD 
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earnestly  strive,  by  all  the  means  which  Providence  may  place  at  onr  dis- 
posal. Bot  if  we  are  defeated,  we  shall  not  despair  of  our  country  or  of 
the  ultimate  enfranchisement  of  the  emancipated  negroes.  The  abolition 
of  slavery  affords  a  moral  leverage  by  which  all  the  limitations,  disabili- 
ties and  ineqaalities  that  have  grown  up  under  its  influence  may  in  time 
be  overcome.  The  negro  is  no  longer  a  chattel,  but  a  man.  His  wife 
and  children  are  his  own.  He  works  no  longer  in  fear  of  the  lash,  but 
under  the  stimulus  of  wages.  He  may  for  a  lame  be  subjected  to  unfriendly 
legislation,  and  in  many  instances  to  cruel  oppression  and  injustice ;  but  he 
cannot  be  enslaved,  and  all  the  forces  of  freedom,  intelligence,  and  a  pure 
Christianity  will  work  irresistibly  for  his  political  enfranchisement.  His 
champions  are  no  longer  only  a  Spartan  band  of  Abolitionists— themselves 
denounced  as  fanatics  and  incendiaries,  and  working  as  a  forlorn  hope 
against  the  power  of  the  State  as  embodied  in  the  Clonstitution  and  the 
laws— but  a  host  of  men  and  women,  mighty  through  their  intelligence 
and  moral  worth,  led  by  men  whose  names  are  a  power  in  the  land,  and 
contending,  with  the  Oonstitution  and  the  lawa  and  the  best  instincts  and 
aspirations  of  mankind  for  their  allies,  for  that  i>erfect  Justice  and  Equal- 
ity of  which  the  abolition  of  slavery  is  at  once  a  prophecy  and  a  pledge. 
The  negro,  too,  in  his  new  freedom,  in  spite  of  every  restriction  thai 
despotic  power  may  impose,  will  have  the  means  of  doing  a  mighty  work 
for  himself.  Already,  in  nuraeroos  instances,  his  good  behavior  as  a 
freeman — ^his  industry  and  thrift,  his  zeal  for  the  edacation  of  himself 
and  his  children,  his  kindness  and  generosity  toward  his  former  oppressors 
— ^have  made  a  powerful  impression  upon  Southern  men,  and,  in  spite  of 
old  prejudices,  won  for  him  their  profound  respect  Influential  men  and 
presses  at  the  South,  once  the  ardent  defenders  of  slavery,  now  confess 
that  it  was  an  evil  and  a  curse,  and  rejoice  that  it  is  abolished.  As  the 
fruits  of  freedom  are  more  clearly  developed  in  the  light  of  experience, 
this  sentiment  will  gain  strength,  until,  at  no  very  distant  period,  it  will 
become  the  settled  conviction  of  the  whole  Southern  community ;  the 
barbarism  engendered  by  slavery  will  be  extinguished  by  a  higher  civil- 
ication  and  a  purer  Ohristianity,  and  the  whole  American  people,  without 
diafti notion  of  race,  color,  or  sex,  will  become  one  brotherhood,  bound  to- 
gether by  the  indissoluble  ties  of  "  Liberty,  Equality,  Fraternity,"  and 
pledged  to  the  extermination  of  every  form  of  despotism  throughout  the 
world* 

lU.— REOONSTRUOTIOK 

This  Society  watches  with  profound  interest  the  pending  Beconstruction 
of  the  Union.  We  hold  that,  in  ord^r  to  secure  the  national  safety  in  the 
future,  we  must  take  due  warning  from  what  has  imperilled  the  national 
safety  in  the  past  After  having  already  witnessed,  therefore,  how  a 
denial  by  one  class  in  the  community  of  the  most  sacred  rights  of  another 
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olass  has  led  inevitably  to  a  civil  war,  it  is  now  the  dictate  of  prudence  to 
reconstract  the  Union  upon  the  one  and  only  sare  foondation  of  the  Equal 
Rights  of  all  classes.  Concerning  these  rights,  -we  hold  that  thej  bdoog 
justly  to  all  citizens  without  distinction  of  color  or  sex.  Nor  can  we  re- 
gard the  American  Republic  as  completely  meriting  its  republican  name 
until  all  classes  of  its  citizens,  whether  male  or  female,  whether  white  or 
black,  shall  equally  participate  in  all  political  prerogatives.  We  are  not 
unduly  impatient  that  this  ideal  appears,  as  yet,  of  distant  realization.  But 
we  entertain  a  Just  indignation  againut  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  obstacles  which  he  has  unwarrantably  thrown  in 
the  way  of  securing,  now  and  forever,  so  much  of  this  just  and  needfnl 
plan,  aa  embraces  impartial  suffrage,  without  distinction  of  color.  We 
therefore  hereby  appeal  to  the  American  Congress  to  shut  its  doors  against 
every  unrepresented  rebel  State,  until  the  loyal  black  citizens  of  those 
States  shall  possess  equal  political  privileges  with  disloyal  whites. 

IV.— CASTE. 

This  Society  repeats  its  former  unvarying  testimony  against  that  spirit 
of  caste  which  so  early  grew  out  of  American  Slavery,  and  which  sdll 
survives  the  overthrow  of  that  institution.  We  regard  prejudice  against 
oolor  as  altogether  unnatural,  and  purely  conventional — an  inherited 
fashion  totally  ungrounded  in  human  nature,  and  rebuked  by  all  the 
better  instincts  of  humanity.  Moreover,  we  regard  the  customary 
distinctions  on  account  of  complexion  as  not  only  unchristian  between 
man  and  man,  but  as,  in  a  political  point  of  view,  dangerous  to  the  pnbGo 
safety  through  the  arraying  of  different  classes  of  citizens  into  mutual 
ill  -  will  and  hostility.  And  we  feel  specially  called  upon  to  say,  at 
this  time,  that  the  unhappy  prevalence  of  this  spirit  of  caste  throughout 
the  North  is  one  of  the  chief  hindrances  in  the  way  of  enlightened  views 
of  Human  Rights  in  the  South. 

v.— THE  POSITION  OF  WOMAN. 

This  Society  hails  with  gladness  every  token  that  the  position  of 
American  women,  considered  as  a  class  of  unenfranchised  citizens,  is 
more  and  more  attracting  the  studious  attention  of  thoughtful  minds, 
with  a  view  to  the  extension  of  the  franchise  without  distinction  of  sex. 
We  hold  that,  as  both  classes  of  citizens,  male  and  female,  are  held 
equally  accountable  to  the  law,  they  should  therefore  haye  an  equal 
voice  in  the  making  of  the  law ;  otherwise  the  American  doctrine  of 
self- government  is  put  to  nought  by  the  legalized  government  of  one 
class  by  another.  Moreover,  we  maintain  not  only  woman's  right  to 
the  ballot,  but  woman's  duty  to  claim  and  exercise  this  right.    American 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


13 

ideas  and  institations  are  now  in  evident  need  of  that  peonliar  influence 
for  refinement  and  elevation  which  woman,  and  woman  only,  can  con- 
tribute in  the  highest  degree.  Nor  can  this  inflnence  ever  be  contribnted 
in  its  proper  measure  in  anj  other  way  than  through  the  practical  use 
by  woman  (as  by  man)  of  the  citizen's  franchise.  We  recognise  the 
chief  obstacle  to  this  reform  to  have  been  thus  far,  and  to  be  at  this 
moment,  woman  herself.  We  therefore  respectfully  solicit  our  country- 
women to  ponder  their  duties  to  their  country  on  the  subject  of  political 
equality  unlimited  by  sex. 

VI-^TEMPERANOE. 

In  view  of  the  poverty  and  crime,  the  blasting  of  bright  hopes,  the 
ruin  of  character,  the  sad  decay  of  mental  and  spiritual  life,  caused  by 
intemperance,  we  would  renew  and  intensify  our  earnest  activity  in 
^behalf  of  obedience  to  the  Law  of  Purity  in  personal  habits*-total 
abstinence  from  whatever  of  beverage  or  food  is  in  its  nature  and 
effects  inevitably  injurious — ^in  which  class  we  unhesitatingly  place 
intoxicating  drinks  and  tobacco — and  advise  temperance  in  the  use  of 
whatever  may  be  healthful. 

VII.— CAPITAL  PUNISHMENT. 

This  Society  maintains  its.  old  opinion,  which  it  reiterates  with 
renewed  emphasis,  that  the  death  penalty  should  be  abolished,  and  that 
high  crimes  should  be  punished  by  some  better  method  than  one  which 
makes  the  State  itself  guilty  of  a  violation  of  the  highest  instincts  of 
humanity. 

VnL— IN  MEMORIAM. 

When  those  with  whom  it  has  been  our  privilege  and  joy  to  labor  in 
the  cause  of  truth  and  righteousness  pass  away  to  the  spirit  land,  it  is  an 
instinct  of  our  nature  to  pay  a  tribute  of  affection  to  their  memory,  and 
to  bear  testimony  to  their  worth.  In  coming  together  on  this  occasion 
we  are  naturally  reminded  of  four  beloved  friends,  prominently  identified 
with  this  Society  from  the  day  of  its  formation,  and  who  were  with  us 
last  year,  but  whose  faces  we  shall  see  no  more  in  the  flesh.  We  mention 
their  names  in  the  order  of  their  departure :  Eubebitjs  Babnard,  John 
AoKsw,  Mabt  J.  Pennook,  Aijob  Eliza  Haublbtok. 

Of  EusEBiua  Babnabd  we  may  say  in  truth  tha^he  was 

**  Formed  on  the  good  old  plan, 
A  true,  and  brave,  and  downright  honest  man. 
His  daily  prayer,  far  better  understood 
In  acts  than  words,  was  sSmpIj  noiNO  good." 
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In  the  simplioity,  genUeneas,  patience,  and  charitj,  which  were  promi- 
nent traits  in  his  character,  he  has  left  ns  an  example  worthy  of  imitatioii. 
He  was  a  faithfiil  laborer  in  the  anti-slaverj  canse,  a  conmstent  frieod 
of  temperance,  and  to  the  poor,  the  afflicted,  and  the  erring  he  was  eT«r 
prompt  to  extend  a  helping  hand.  His  faith  in  God  and  goodness,  and 
in  the  ultimate  triumph  of  truth  over  error  and  right  over  wrong,  was 
without  wayering ;  and  he  died  at  peace  with  all  mankind,  rejoicing  in 
the  hope  of  another  and  abetter  life  beyond  the  graye. 

John  Aonsw  was  a  man  of  sterling  rectitude,  of  unswerving  loyaltj 
to  his  convictions,  and  faithful  in  every  relation  of  life.  He  was  ^^  slow 
to  speak,  swift  to  hear,"  charitable  in  his  judgments  of  others;,  azid 
ever  ready  to  minister  to  the  relief  of  the  poor,  the  afiUcted,  and  the 
oppressed.  The  American  slave  had  in  him  an  earnest  and  unwavering 
friend,  and  many  a  fugitive  from  bondage  was  indebted  to  him  for  shelter 
and  protection.  To  the  colored  people  in  this  community  he  was  a  wise 
friend  and  counsellor,  and  it  has  been  said  with  truth  that  by  them  *'  h^ 
was  universally  mourned,"  and  that  ^  it  would  have  given  an  added 
happiness  to  his  last  days  to  have  known  how  many  of  them  sorrowed 
beside  his  grave."  "^  He  was  also  an  earnest  friend  of  the  Temperance 
cause ;  and,  indeed,  upon  every  moral  question  which  divided  the  com- 
munity  he  earnestly  labored  to  be.  found  upon  the  right  side,  however 
unpopular,  and  to  stand  by  it  to  the  end.  It  has  been  well  said  that 
"  the  contemplation  of  such  a  life  refreshes  our  faith  in  the  natural 
elements  of  good  in  man.  His  sphere  was  limited  and  secluded,  but  be 
filled  it  completely,  nobly,  and  with  a  light  that  will  linger  long  behiud 
him.**! 

Mabt  J.  Penh OGK  was  truly  a  ^^  mother  in  Israel,"  beloved  of  all  who 
knew  her.  She  was  a  '*  Friend  "  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word,  a  bri^t 
and  shining  light  in  every  relation  of  life,  and  true  to  her  oonvictioiis 
in  every  emergency.  When  the  religious  society  with  which  she  had 
been  connected  from  her  birth,  and  to  which  she  was  bound  by  strong 
ties  of  affection,  shut  its  ear  to  the  cry  of  the  slave,  she  had  the  courage 
to  leave  the  society,  and  to  identify  herself  with  the  friends  of  freedom 
and  progress;  and,  having  taken  this  step  in  obedience  toheroonvietionB, 
she  never  faltered  nor  turned  back,  but  was  true  to  herself  and  to  die 
cause  to  the  very  last.  Her  example  of  fidelity  to  those  same  principles 
which  she  professed  in  common  with  ourselves  should  invite  na  to  new 
diligence  and  devotion  in  our  work. 

Alios  Eliza  Hajcblbton,  by  her  intelligence,  refinement,  and  earnest 
devotion  to  the  welfare  of  others,  endeared  herself  to  us  alL  ^Her 
character,  rare  and  beautifh],"t  it  has  been  well  said,  ^^  was  a  strength  to 

*  Batako  Taylor. 

f  Prof.  Ann  Frbston,  io  the  AnH-Slaimy  Standard, 
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maDj  hearts,  and  many  eyes  will  grow  moist  with  emotion  when  her 
nohle  presence  is  recalled  and  her  virtnoog  deeds  are  reoonnted.  Faith- 
fol  in  all  womanly  and  home  duties,  she  yet  took  an  active  part  in  anti- 
slavery  and  temperance  efforts,  in  labors  for  the  soldiers  and  the  freed- 
men,  in  the  literary  interests  of  the  neighborhood — in  all  things,  in 
short,  that  she  deemed  caloalated  to  elevate  and  bless  society.  She  is 
gone,  bnt  her  fidelity  to  duty,  her  nobleness  of  feeling,  her  independence 
of  spirit,  her  troeness  of  life,  are  a  strength  and  a  blessing  to  those  who 
remain.  She  is  mourned,  but  not  lost ;  and  for  ns  *  earth  is  more  sweet 
to  live  upon,  and  more  full  of  love,'  because  she  has  lived  and  died." 

In  addition  to  the  above  we  may  mention  our  esteemed  friend  and 
oo-laborer  the  late  Bachel  Wilson,  who,  during  all  the  life  of  this 
Society  has  given  it  her  hearty  countenance  and  support.  She,  too,  now 
quietly  sleeps  in  the  beautiful  cemetery  near  by.  She  was  ever  a  consist- 
ent and  faithful  friend  to  the  Temperance  and  Anti-slavery  movements, 
and  wherever  a  human  being  suffered  from  iz\justice,  her  heart  beat  in 
sympathy  with  his  sorrows.  She  severed  her  connection  with  thl^ 
religious  body  which  she  believed  unfaithful  to  the  cause  of  the  enslaved, 
but  lived  to  see  it  working  in  their  behalf  and  to  rejoice  in  the  triumph 
of  her  cherished  faith. 

The  foregoing  Testimonies  were  adopted  by  the  Fourteenth  Yearly 
Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends,  held  at  Longwood,  Pa.,  from  the  7th  to 
9th  of  the  Sixth  month,  inclusive,  1866. 


OLIVER  JOHNSON,  ;  ^,    , 

ANNA  MARY  MARSHALL,  f  ^^'^' 
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j^  DISCOURSE 

Delivered  at  Longwood^  on  Firet  day,  the  10th  qf  Sixth  month,  1866,  h^i>re 
the  Society  of  JProgresttM  Frtende. 

Bt  Hibam  p.  Cbozibb. 
[Pabliihed  by  reqoMt.] 

AnoNa  the  thousand  and  one  voices  of  the  Gharch,  and  the  dissenting 
parties  of  Ohristendom,  touching  the  great  and  vital  duty  of  man's  religious 
welfare  and  education,  there  are,  at  the  bottom,  but  two  radical  ideas,  or 
sentiments,  pitching  the  voices,  causing  all  the  jargons  and  the  harmonies. 
One  idea  presumes  "  the  fall  of  nian,"  the  other  assumes  his  mental,  moral 
and  spiritual  integrity.  One  system  demands  redemption;  the  other,  edn- 
cation.  One  asks  for  the  Ohurch,  with  all  its  appliances  of  creed,  priest, 
bishop,  minister,  ordinance,  holy  time,  infallible  Pope,  or  "  infallible  Bible.^ 
The  other  asks  the  lecture  room,  the  closet  of  prayer,  the  spiritual,  white- 
winged  messengers  of  thought  and  truth,  the  direct  communion  of  our 
heart  and  soul  with  the  infinite  heart  and  soul.  Hiie  accepts  literature, 
sacred  and  profane,  the  daily  press,  teeming  with  roan's  heU  and  t0«nl 
burdened  thoughts,  and  all  the  routine  of  life,  as  allies  of  man's  true  growth 
into  a  sublime  spiritual  liberty.  Time  and  Eternity  are  one,  in  the 
chronicle  and  the  consummation  of  this  ideal  of  education. 

The  system  of  church  education,  founded  upon  the  theological  *•*'  full  of 
man,"  presuming  upon  his  disease  and  inability,  yea,  asserting  his  ^^  total 
depravity,"  his  moral  liking  of  all  that  is  evil,  and  his  moral  aversion  to 
all  that  is  good,  educates  man  backwards,  not  forwards,  downwards,  not 
upwards.  It  en*laee$,  it  does  not  liberate.  The  unity  of  church  belief  and 
church  method,  for  thirteen  hundred  years,  from  the  third  to  the  nzteenth 
century,  was  the  midnight  of  the  world—the  midnight  of  science,  art, 
literature,  politics  and  religion.  This  unity  of  church  belief  and  church 
method,  based  upon  man's  total  disease  of  mind,  and  heart,  and  oonscienoek 
and  soul,  has  enslaved  the  Ghristian  world  in  the  nameof  thelCasttewho 
came  to  preach  deliverance  to  the  captive.  It  has  bound  man  in  prisons, 
in  the  name  of  him  who  came  to  open  prison  doors ;  it  has  whipped  and 
scourged  mankind  with  its  cords  and  withes  of  terrible  **  heUfire  "  dogmas. 
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in  the  name  of  Christ,  whose  first  and  highest  truth  was  the  Fatherhood 
of  God.  It  has  broken  the  brotherhood  of  mankind,  by  building  mean  sec- 
tarian pens,  so  small  that  a  great  soul  like  Theodore  Parker  conld  not  get 
into  one  of  them,  in  the  very  name  of  him  who  said,  '^  If  ye  love  me  keep 
my  commandments.''  It  has  framed  together  curious  metaphysical  de- 
vices, called  '^  catechisms,"  and  '^  confessions,"  and  pushed  these  upon  the 
unwelcome  assent  of  children,  women  and  half-grown  men,  under  penalty 
of  the  fear  and  hate  of  Qod,  and  the  dread  of  the  DeviPs  hell,  in  the  name 
of  the  great  apostle  to  the  infidel  world,  who  said,  "  The  end  of  the  com- 
mandment is  charity,  out  of  a  pure  heart,  a  true  conscience,  an  U7\feigned 
faith." 

This  church,  built  upon  such  ghostly  pietisms,  has  walled  itself  off  from 
the  world,  and  called  itself  «acrtf<2  /  The  great  thinking,  struggling,  suffer- 
ing, achieving  world  outside,  full  of  the  inspiration  of  angels  and  of  God, 
thrilled  with  the  blood  of  heroes  and  martyrs,  sacred  with  devotions  to 
truth,  and  duty,  and  the  law  of  self-sacrifice,  leading  the  forlorn  hope  of 
the  world  in  scientific  discovery,  moral  reform,  social,  physical  and  re- 
ligious progress ;  this  great  Gentile  world  of  oursj  its  mammoth  feet 
treading  in  the  paths  of  the  old  sages,  saints,  martyrs  and  heroes  of  the 
past,  "  of  whom  the  world  was  not  worthy,"  its  great  heart  beating  with 
the  tidal  waves  of  God,  flooding  all  the  centuries  of  time ;  this  great,  hon- 
'^  Gentile  world  of  ours,  pouring  a  million  of  men  out  in  war  for  liberty, 
and  busying  twenty  millions  at  home  with  kind  thoughts  and  nursing 
charities  for  the  absent  soldier,  the  Church  has  dared  to  call  profane  ! — 
called  upon  it  to  ^^ repent"  of  its  natural  Pagan  goodness,  and  to  accept 
the  supernatural  goodness  of  the  instituted  Christianity  of  the  land  I 

The  Church  has  enslaved  mankind  in  its  Messianic  doctrine  of  the 
destruction  of  the  world  by  fire,  which  corrupted  the  very  apostles  of  lis 
faith,  by  engendering  idle  fears,  and  ruinous  contempt  of  business  and  of 
labor. 

It  has  enslaved  mankind  by  its  false  classifications  of  the  sacred  and  the 

secular,  which  obtained  in  the  Post- Apostolic  Church,  and  which  have 

been  rank  poison  at  the  very  heart  and  source  of  true  religion  ever  since. 

When  once  you  make  a  day  holy  above  another,  you  do  it  by  profaning 

all  other  days. 

When  once  you  make  the  altar  holy  above  all  other  places,  you  do  it  by 
pro&ning  all  other  places. 

When  you  make  an  ordinance  holy,  you  do  it  by  profaning  God's  ordi- 
nance of  labor,  which  is  the  fulcrum  and  lever  that  upholds  and  moves  the 
world. 

When  you  make  a  priest  holy,  you  profane  humanity,  and  belittle  God 
into  a  capricious  Pagan  Deity,  who  gets  mad,  and  can  be  atoned  by  mak- 
ing the  prieetly  function  necessary. 

When  you  make  the  priest's  work  holy  above  the  work  of  any  honest 
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maa,  yon  do  it  bv  profaning  the  work  of  the  toiting  millions,  who,  as  the 
fabled  Atlas  carried  the  world  npon  his  back,  carry  all  onr  art,  science, 
literature,  ciWlization,  religion,  priest  incladed,  in  their  brawny  and  sinewy 
arms. 

When  God  has  commissioned  man  to  subdue  the  earth  and  to  have 
dominion  over  it,  which  is  the  holier  man — ^the  priest,  who  declines  labor 
altogether,  calling  it  profane  and  secular,  or  the  man  who  takes  his  axe, 
plough  and  spade,  to  clear  the  forest,  and  make  his  track  blossom  with  grain, 
and  fruit,  and  flowers? 

Which  is  the  holier  person — the  priest,  with  his  gold  pen,  who  writes 
smooth  periods  against  the  lust  for  money,  or  the  honest  pioneer  miner, 
who  leaves  Eastern  civilization,  braves  savage  perils,  seeks  the  mountains, 
sleeps  under  the  open  sky,  and  digs  under  the  dirty  rooks  by  day,  that  we 
may  have  gold,  for  beauty  and  for  use  ? 

Which  is  the  holier  person — ^the  ghostly  pietist,  who  warns  the  good 
housewife  of  the  "  eares  of  this  icorld,^^  or  that  good  housewife  snperintend- 
ing  her  kitchen,  with  God's  bounty,  God's  chemistry,  and  man's  skill,  and 
woman's  art,  to  cook  a  good  dinner?  "  The  Son  of  Man  came  eating  and 
drinking." 

Ton  see  the  pietism  of  which  we  complain,  as  an  encroachment  upon 
man's  rational  religions  liberty,  in  the  Monasticism  which  from  the  fbnrdi 
to  the  fourteenth  century  overran  all  Europe,  and  became  the  leadiBg 
popular  and  controlling  religious  sentiment  The  very  exclusion  from  Uie 
world  which  the  early  persecutions  of  the  Christians  made  necessary  for 
personal  safety  soon  become  a  voluntary  neglect  and  contempt  of  the 
world,  and  the  excluded  monk  or  pietist  came  to  be  regarded  as  preemi- 
nently religious  I  He  had  retired  from  the  world  to  give  himself  wholly  to 
God.  Virginity,  celibacy  and  almsgiving  became  potent  virtnes  with 
which  to  purchase  future  bliss.  St.  Ambrose  cried  in  the  streets,  with 
holy  fervor,  "  Heaven  for  sale  for  a  penny."  That  penny  went  to  feed 
religious  indolence,  inside  of  gloomy  walls,  when  Grod  has  driven  man 
from  out  the  walls  of  Eden,  and  told  him  to  subdue  the  world.  It  went 
to  feed  religious  laziness,  when  Paul  says,  "He  that  will  not  work,  neither 
shall  he  eat,"  and  who  illustrated  his  own  precept  by  working  at  tent- 
making  while  exercising  the  apostolic  function,  that  he  might  have  money 
to  help  brethren  weaker  and  poorer  than  himself. 

Human  nature,  balked  of  its  right  and  privilege,  denied  sociality, 
marriage  and  active  industry,  became  a  prey  unto  itself.  Men  and  women 
took  infinite  credit  to  themselves  in  battling  down  the  tormenting  fires  of 
passion ;  not  knowing  that  the  good  Grod  has  created  passion  in  every 
human  breast,  as  the  bond  of  social  and  domestic  union,  the  inspiration  to 
work,  and  the  spring  of  endurance.  A  passionless  man  or  woman  is  as 
cold  as  a  marble  statue  and  as  valueless.  They  may  faintly  serve  the 
aesthetic  and  the  beautiful,  but  feebler  still  the  useftil  and  the  good. 
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Think,  my  friends,  of  a  state  of  religion,  for  a  thousand  years,  where 
indolence,  solitude  and  celibacy  are  the  true  tests  of  piety  I  where,  by 
makiDg  these  vices  sacred,  you  profane  the  opposite  virtues  of  labor, 
marriage  and  sociality.  The  monks  became  profligate  epicureans;  too 
lazy  even  to  study,  they  became  illiterate.  Their  ideas  of  life  and  duty 
were  confined  to  opulence,  idleness  and  pleasure.  Wolsey,  in  the  time 
of  Henry  the  Y III,  found  them  the  greatest  obstacles  to  popular  learning. 
Learning  will  unseat  priestcraft  as  well  as  slavecraft.  Oranmer  found 
them  opposed  to  the  Keformatiou.  The  priestly  class  never  yet  did  favor 
a  reformation,  and  still  it  is  through  the  young  blood  of  the  reformers  that 
God  rejuvenates  and  saves  the  world. 

The  number  of  these  monastic  institutions,  including  their  colleges,  hos- 
pitals, chantries  and  free  chapels,  suppressed  by  Henry  in  England  alone, 
was  over  three  thousand.  Fifty  thousand  monks,  idle  and  unproductive, 
were  here  quartered  upon  the  industry  of  the  people,  and,  in  return  for 
their  honest  labor,  chanted  hymns  and  said  prayers  or  mass  for  the  souls 
of  the  donors. 

Men  who  lived  in  daily  and  hourly  violation  of  all  the  laws  of  life  and 
health  were  the  ministers  to  the  spiritual  health  of  others.  The  idle, 
profitUis  monh^  inside  the  monastery,  was  a  holy  person.  The  working, 
profitable  man  outside  was  profane^  although  the  profane  labor  of  the  one 
kept  alive  the  holy  languor  of  the  other. 

We  speak  of  this  error  and  fatuity  of  the  historical  Christianity  of  the 
past,  because  it  is  the  seed  of  the  error  and  fatuity  of  the  religious  instruc- 
tion, tradition  and  method  of  our  own  day,  by  and  through  which  man  is 
still  held  in  vassalage  to  the  church  and  priesthood. 

The  power  of  the  Great  Keformation  did  not  cast  out  the  spirit  of 
monasticism,  nor  lift  us  above  the  false  classification  of  the  sacred  and  the 
secular  which  this  pietitm  has  bequeathed  us.  In  Ohrist^s  time  and  PauPs 
it  was  permissible  for  a  religious  teacher  to  earn  a  living  by  labor,  and  not 
to  degrade  his  calling  by  dependence  and  compliance.  Now,  among  even 
the  liberal  sects,  such  labor  is  an  anomaly,  and  excites  surprise  and 
criticism.  The  Friends  are  the  only  religions  body,  except  the  Spiritual- 
ists, that  believe  in  the  duty,  and,  therefore,  propriety  of  a  speaker  or 
minister  laboring  at  handicraft  or  trade.  All  other  religious  people  still 
feel  a  little  tinge  of  surprise  when  told  that  a  preacher  is  a  business  man. 
It  grates  a  little  upon  the  sense  of  propriety  and  the  law  of  association, 
and  the  asiumed  sanctity  of  the  ministerial  class,  because  all  our  notions 
of  sanctity  have  been  warped  and  corrupted  by  this  fulse  standard  of  the 
sacred  and  the  secular,  bequeathed  us  by  the  corrupt  Ohnroh  of  the  Dark 


But  the  most  appalling  effort  of  this  false  theory  of  the  sacred  and  the 
secular,  has  been,  and  still  is,  to  wall  off  the  Ohurch  and  the  Pulpit  from 
the  domain  of  the  world ;  to  insist  that  the  Ohurch  shall  confine  itself  en- 
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tirely  to  the  Sondaj,  and  its  ecclesiastical  routine,  while  the  world  mores 
on,  without  being  touched  with  the  regenerating  breath  of  God,  the  migfatj 
axles  of  its  trade,  its  commerce,  its  social  industry,  its  law,  its  politics 
grating  with  cunning,  iijustice,  sin  and  crime. 

Whole  classes  and  races^  of  men  are  passed  bj,  to  grind  in  the  prison- 
house  of  despair,  of  utter  helplessness,  sorrow,  want,  suffering,  death, 
while  the  Church  knows  nothing  of  this  all,  keeps  holy  time,  and  pnnisihes 
heresy  with  all  the  penalties  at  its  command.  To  demand  justice  in  the 
earth — that  is  "  mingling  religion  and  politics,"  according  to  this  ghostly 
*  pietism. 

To  ask  freedom  of  right  and  privilege  for  all  men,  as  the  children  of 
one  Father  in  Heaven,  that  is  *^  agitation,''  disturbing  the  peace  of  the 
country  and  the  unity  of  the  Church.  As  though  any  peace  were  worth 
having  without  justice  1  as  though  any  unity  of  any  Church  were  worth 
a  straw,  if  maintained  at  the  sacrifice  of  the  smallest  right  of  hvman 
nature^  which  is  greater  than  any  Churchy  Lord  of  all  days,  all  institu- 
tions, all  creeds,  all  Bibles!  To  demand  that  the  institutions  of  the  State 
shall  be  reared  upon  the  sublime  ideas  of  justice  and  love,  that  is  to  be- 
come a  "political  ranter."  To  preach  Liberty,  Equality,  Fraternity,  that, 
we  are  told,  is  to  forsake  the  "  (Jospel  of  Christ,  and  him  crucified,"  and 
to  preach  the  Gospel  of  the  Jacobins,  of  Jean  Jacques  Rousseau  and  the 
French  Infidels  who,  half  a  century  ago,  promised  deliverance  to  France; 
a  Gospel  whose  baptism  was  blood,  whose  sacrament  was  crime.^ 

In  one  word,  any  earnest,  well-directed  effort  at  putting  the  leaven  of 
Truth  into  the  selfishness  and  sin  of  the  world — ^such  selfishness  and  sin 
as  have  become  chronic,  organic  and  respectable — that  is  resisted  by  this 
false  spirituality,  for  the  heat  and  the  worst  of  all  reasons :  that  it  draws 
its  pecuniary  support  from  the  richest  patrons  of  the  worst  and  most 
popular  crimes.  To  attack  these  crimes  would  be  like  a  general  ordering 
a  foraging  expedition  upon  his  own  supply-trains,  instead  of  the  oonunis- 
sary  of  the  enemy. 

It  is  this  false  spirituality,  this  religion  of  "sublimated  pietism,"  this 
ecclesiastical  Christianity — that  imprisons,  starves  and  misdirects  the 
moral  sense  and  the  worshipful  needs  of  mankind — ^that  puts  a  great  gulf 
between  sacred  and  secular  things ;  it  is  this  faUe  religion  that  is 
responsible,  before  God  and  the  world,  for  the  sins  and  crimes  of  human 
slavery  upon  American  soil ;  and  so  responsible  for  the  anarchy  and  war 
and  rapine  and  blood  that  liave  so  lately  desolated  this  country.  Priests 
and  politicians  charge  all  this  upon  the  reformert  and  the  aboUtionisti,  As 
well  charge  the  angels  with  creating  the  hells;  or  charge  Christ  with  the 
sack  and  woe  of  Jerusalem^  because  he,  the  only  radical  of  his  day,  told 
the  Jews  what  a  false  conservatism  would  bring  upon  them  I 

*  Vide  ■ermon  of  Bev.  John  Lord,  D.  D.,  BoflSalo,  In  defence  of  lUvery  and  the  Fogi- 
tlTe  Slave  Law  of  1860. 
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Under  the  moral  and  spiritnal  delusion  of  this  maudlin  pietism,  men, 
North  and  South,  have  observed  all  the /orm*  of  religion,  without  having 
its  subatanee.  Their  entire  politics  and  religion  had  become  rotten  at  the 
core,  and  when  they  dared  evoke  the  fires  of  revolution,  and  the  waves  of 
delayed  justice,  borne  upon  the  hot  passions  of  war,  swept  against  them, 
they  were  overwhelmed  and  consumed. 

Never,  in  the  fall  of  Jerusalem  or  the  overthrqw  of  the  Western  Empire, 
or  any  vicissitude  of  Civilization,  do  we  remember  so  swift  and  summary 
a  judgment  as  Gk)d  in  his  providence  has  pronounced,  in  the  last  four  years, 
upon  the  Orthodox  and  Conservatwe  corrupters  of  our  nation's  faith  and 
our  nation^s  politics ;  a  judgment  executed  with  the  iron  hand  and  fiery 
doom  of  war,  before  the  eyes  of  all  nations.  Surely  *^  the  waters  shall 
overflow  the  hiding  places."  "  The  hail  shall  sweep  away  the  refuge  of 
lies."  '*  They  shall  call  upon  the  mountains  and  rocks  to  fall  upon  them^ 
and  to  cover  them  from  the  wrath  of  him  that  sitteth  upon  the  throne!" 

This  thraldom  of  the  false  classification  of  8aered  and  secular;  making 
the  Church  holy,  the  world  profane;  making  an  ordi^nce  holy^  making 
labor  jtrofane ;  making  a  priest  holy^  profaning  humanity  thereby  ;  inter, 
jecting  the  terrors  of  the  Second  Advent  every  now  and  then,  with  the  set 
time  for  the  visible  destruction  of  the  world  by  fire,  and  the  annihilation 
of  the  mched  (all  but  the  Adventists) ;  keeping  fhe  fires  of  eternal  hell 
torments  kindled  all  the  time,  and  breaking  out  in  jets  of  sulphur  fiame, 
in  the  white  heat  of  so-called  '^  revivals  of  religion ; "  feeding  hungry 
human  nature  with  the  husks  and  rinds  of  doctrine,  instead  of  the  eternal 
word  of  Gk)d  in  every  quickening  truth ;  this  appalliog  cheat  of  the  soul 
of  all  grace,  in  the  name  of  the  very  and  only  grace  of  God,  the  Church 
and  priesthood  have  bound  upon  mamJcind^  through  the  artful  withe  and 
thong  of  faith  in  an  "  infallible  Bible." 

Yield  this  point,  that  '*  a  book,"  good,  bad  and  indifferent,  composed 
in  known  and  unknown  periods  of  time,  by  known  and  unknown  authors. 
a  real  booh,  is  the  **  only  Revelation  of  God,"  and  the  "  only  infallible 
rule  of  faith  and  practice" — ^yield  this  point  and  your  citadel  of  liberty 
is  gone.  Tou  are  stormed,  taken  captive,  and  doomed  to  prison.  Tou 
are  captive  to  Moses,  David,  Isaiah,  in  the  Old  Testament,  to  the  historic 
and  ideal  Christ  of  the  New  Testament,  and  to  all  the  sacred  writeri 
of  the  New  Testament  canon !  The  jailer  is  the  Pope,  the  established 
Church  the  creed,  or  the  innocent  dissenting  parson,  who  plies  his  art 
with  a  **  thus  saith  the  Lord^''  to  drive  home  into  the  solemn  sancttiar} 
of  the  reason  and  the  holy  seat  of  the  soul,  an  interpretation,  or  a  text, 
or  a  dogma,  .that  your  better  nature  scorns,  and  that  had  its  inspiration 
from  devils  and  bad  men,  instead  of  angels  and  God. 

Admit  an  "  infallible  book,"  and  you  are  a  timid,  "  erring,"  "  fallible  " 
"  worm  " ;  at  the  mercy  of  any  JceemrViitted  interpreter  of  that  "  infSallible 
book,"  who,  for  a  low-living,  or  a  higher,  traditional  misguided  honesty^ 
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can  make  joa  believe  he  knows  more  of  the  ^^  book,"  and  more  of  the 
mind  of  "the  Lord  "  than  you  know  youraelf,  with  all  the  fiacolties  God 
has  given  yon,  and  in  giving,  haa  ordered  sanctified  by  nse  I 

Ton  are  in  turn  Romanist  and  Protestant ;  High  Charoh  and  Low ; 
Gonservative  and  Liberal ;  Trinitarian  and  Unitarian  ;  Destmotlonal 
and  Universalist;  Liberalist  and  Spiritualist,  as  the  pipei  of  yonrmagnifi- 
oent  Being  become  stopped  by  sin,  sorrow,  discouragement,  the  drudgery 
of  care  and  labor,  or  as  these  grand  pipes  are  opened  to  the  oratorio  of 
creation,  and  the  highest  tides  of  God  flood  the  receptive  soul  t 

This  doctrine  of  an  "  infallible  book,"  Post- Apostolic,  of  which  the 
Ohrist  never  wrote  one  word ;  which  had  no  canonical  existence  in  the 
Apostolic  Church,  which  is  a  mo$t  momtrous  assumption  of  priestcraft 
and  Ohurchcraft;  which  is  disproved  by  history,  ethics  and  science ;  yea, 
which  disproves  itself  by  its  own  fallibility  j  by  its  own  endorsement  of 
lying,  deception,  fraud,  aggressive  war,  slavery  and  polygamy,  all 
opposed  to  natural  religion ;  this  monstrous  cissumption  that  a  "  book," 
written  from  eighteen  hundred  to  four  thousand  years  ago,  has  ejshaustsd 
€hd  and  measured  the  limits  of  human  knowledge  in  spiritual  things,  is 
the  height  of  credulity,  and  therefore  the  depth  of  man's  spiritual 
bondage.  This  is  the  unmeasured  audacity  of  the  priesthood,  and 
therefore  the  unmeasured  degradation  of  religious  vassalage.  This  is  the 
climax  of  man's  prison-house,  and  is  therefore  the  first  capstone  of  the 
sepulchre  of  human  nature,  to  be  rolled  away  by  the  angel  of  the 
resurrection  when  the  cry  of  liberty  is  sent  forth,  "  He  is  not  here,  he  is 
risen." 

So  much  of  this  brief  hour  for  the  negative  statement. 

What  is  the  positive  statement  ?    "What  is  religious  liberty  ? 

Eeligious  liberty  is  recognition  o^  and  obedience  to,  all  religioiis  truth. 
Truth  is  the  only  and  final  authority;  and  of  truth,  man  is  the  only 
and  final  arbiter  and  judge.  The  Bible  and  the  Pope,  and  the  Church 
and  the  Creed,  must  all  abide  this  test  of  the  individual  reason,  conscience 
and  soul.  What  in  the  everlasting  nature  of  things  is  fitting  to  be 
pronounced  true  and  reasonable?  What  in  the  everlasting  nature  of 
man  is  fitting  to  be  pronounced  venerable,  holy  and  right?  What  in 
the  divine  harmonies  of  the  soul  is  fitting  to  be  pronounced  sacred, 
beautiful  and  good? 

These  are  the  tests  which  all  that  is  worth  saving  in  the  religious  prog- 
ress of  the  race  must  abide.  What  cannot  abide  these  tests  must  go  to 
the  "  moles  and  the  bats,"  companions  of  darkness  and  death.  What- 
ever there  is  in  the  Bible  which  can  abide  these  tests — the  moral  lam 
firmly  seated  in  the  divine  constitution  of  man ;  the  prophetic  heroism 
of  Jewish  history,  wherein  you  see  the  play  and  battle  of  Radical  and 
Conservative,  Prophet  and  Priest,  Statesman  and  Politician,  annointed 
King  and  haggard  Usurper ;    the  gleams  of  the  transcendent  worth. 
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dignity  and  glory  of  man,  as  child  of  God ;  the  maryelloos  life  of  **  the 
man,  Christ  Jesua^^;  the  light  and  love  of  his  heatitndes;  the  Sermon  on 
the  Mount ;  the  transfiguration,  where  we  gaze  into  the  true  spiritual 
world,  and  hehold  the  possibilities  of  man  because  immortal ;  the  won- 
derful life  of  Paul,  who,  eighteen  hundred  years  ago,  fought  the  good  fight 
against  Jewish  priestcraft  and  Pagan  idolatry,  and  whose  life  was  a 
grand  epic  of  heroism  and  self-sacrifice,  illuminating  the  ages  of  darkness 
and  error,  between  the  first  and  the  nineteenth  century — ^all  this,  and  all 
in  harmony  with  the  truth  of  the  Eternal  Word,  inspiring  and  informing 
the  Living  and  Eternal  Reason,  Conscience  and  Soul  of  Man— <Ai9  mil 
ahide,    "  The  thing  that  cannot  be  shaken  will  remain  forever." 

These  simple  propositions,  that  truth  is  the  only  authority ;  that  of 
truth,  man  is  the  only  Judge ;  that  there  can  be  no  common  ground 
between  God  and  man,  unless  man  himself  is  possessed  of  this  faculty  of 
reoion  to  determine  the  true  against  the  false ;  that  only  through  the 
reason,  conscience  and  soul  of  the  individual  man,  can  we  know  any 
truth,  any  rectitude,  any  good ;  yea,  only  through  the  exercise  of  these 
divine  human  faculties  can  we  know  there  is  any  Bible  at  all,  or  any  God 
worthy  to  be  worshipped;  these  simple  propositions,  self-evident  as  axioms, 
would  never  have  been  called  in  question  in  Ecclesiastical  courts  had  it 
not  been  for  Ecclesiastical  cunning,  demagogism,  spiritual  cheating,  to 
enslave  mankind  by  a  false  religious  education. 

The  awfal  power  that  early  education  and  sacred  traditions  and  holy 
associations  have  to  perpetuate  eTr<nr  as  well  as  truth ;  this  law  of  the 
mind^s  unconscious  assimilation  to  its  mental,  moral  and  spiritual  sur- 
roundings, this,  and  this  alone,  explains  the  marvellous  tenacity  of  religious 
error,  the  slow  growth  of  religious  liberty,  and  the  terrible  bondage  of  the 
brightening  present  to  the  decaying  past. 

This  alone  explains  the  sectarian  zeal  and  drill  of  the  "  Orthodox  " 
Sunday-School.  Olose  those  hot-beds  of  Sectarianism  one  generation, 
and  your  false  ecdesiasticism  would  be  an  argosy  ashore,  with  no  tide  to 
float  it,  no  breath  of  CJod  to  give  it  life.  This  alone  explains  why  the 
Priesthood  and  the  Oburch  inveigh  so  much  against  Science  and  Reason ; 
and  why  the  established  Ohurch  of  England — the  first  Church  in  the 
world — ^prefers  the  error  of  tradition,  and  the  power  of  its  false  control 
over  the  conscience,  to  the  Truth  of  Colenso,  and  the  Inspirations  of  God 
in  the  heart  of  to-day. 

This  alone  should  explain  to  us  the  immediate  and  urgent-  necessity  of 
providing  for  the  religious  welfare  and  education  of  our  children  in  a  way 
and  manner  that  shall  UberaU,  and  not  enslave  them ;  that  shall  enlarge 
their  best  natures,  and  not  stun  and  stunt  them  with  shallow  conceits  and 
fiedse  doctrines. 

Thomas  Starr  King  said  to  me,  ^*  Looking  upon  my  infant  son,  asleep 
in  his  cradle,  (a  fresh  gift  of  heaven,)  I  involuntarily  cried  to  God,  Let 
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him  rather  be  an  ^  AtkeUt^^  than  have  him  fall  into  the  popular  belie£  Let 
him  believe  in  Nature  and  its  beaatifol  order,  rather  than  believe  in  an 
infinite  devil  and  an  endless  hell  I"    "  So  say  I;  so  say  we  alL" 

Oh,  to  see  a  yonng  soul,  fresh  from  the  hands  of  God  and  angds, 
spoiled  by  compliance,  or  corrnpted  by  a  false  and  fearful  religion — made 
smaller  and  meaner  by  the  redemptive  theology  of  all  Ohristendcnn 
than  the  natural  instincts  of  the  human  heart — that  is  the  worst  of  all 
forms  of  prostitution.  That  prostitutes  the  last  and  final  agency,  the 
pure  white  hand  of  which  would  lead  us  along  the  shining  pathway  of 
Truth  and  Peace.  That  clips  the  only  wings  of  the  spirit  that  would 
bear  us  aloft  to  Grod  and  heaven.  That  forestalls  all  honest 
inquiry,  all  impartial  search  afcer  truth ;  all  iutelleetnal,  moral 
and  spiritual  progress  that  tends  to  uproot  the  evU  system  of  &ith 
planted  in  the  heart  of  childhood,  and  ma^es  doubt,  danger  ;  eoepUcism, 
Hn;  unbelief^  damnation, 

^*If,"  says  Kalebranche,  **I  held  truth  captive  in  my  hand,  I  should 
open  my  hand  and  let  it  fly,  in  order  that  I  might  again  pursue  and 
capture  it"  ^*Did  the  Almighty,"  says  Lessiog,  "holding  in  his  right 
hand  Truth,  and  in  his  left  search  after  Truth,  deign  to  tender  me  the 
one  I  might  prefer,  in  all  humility,  but  without  hesitation,  I  should 
request,  'Search  aftw  Truths'  "Truth,"  says  Von  MGUer,  "is  the 
property  of  God ;  the  pursuit  of  Truth  is  what  belongs  to  man.^'  And 
Jean  Paul  says,  "It  is  not  the  goa\  but  the  race  which  makes  ns  happy."* 

This  beautiful,  divine  passion  of  the  soul  in  pursuit  of  Truth,  so  h^ipi- 
ly  stated  by  these  eminent  men ;  this  divine  passion  for  the  Truth— fiercer 
and  purer  than  auy  young  lover  ever  felt  for  his  first  and  only  mistrees; 
— this  holy  fire  which  feeds  the  fiame  of  Genius,  gives  poetry,  art,  science, 
history,  literature  their  inspirations — gives  pure  religion  its  only  creative 
and  reuewiug  power — this  delivering,  invisible  angd  of  God,  is  "  cruci- 
fied afresh  "  in  every  creed,  tradition,  dogma,  &ith  and  Ohuroh  of  Chris- 
tendom that  attempts  to  live  upon  the  paxt. 

I  know  of  no  difference  between  Liberal  and  Puritan ;  Low  Church 
and  High ;  Broad  Church  and  Narrow;  Heterodox  and  Orthodox^  if  they 
shall  attempt  to  stop,  to  stand  still,  and,  to  quote  an  eminent  liberal  divine 
of  my  own  Unitarian  faith,  "  Stop  conquering,  and  go  forth  to  garrison 
what  is  already  won." 

**  Let  the  dead  bury  their  dead."  It  is  a  misnomer  to  call  any  body  of 
men  and  women  the  Church  of  the  living  God  which  is  afraid  of  God^s 
own  living  Truth  in  the  hearts  and  minds  and  souls  of  his  own  living  and 
dutiful  children.  The  Church  has  got  to  be  "  the  pillar  and  ground  of 
the  Truth,"  or  become  the  contempt  of  the  world.  She  has  got  to  stop 
garrison  duty,  break  camp  and  hospital,  and  nobly  serve  on  picket,  on  the 
forlorn  hope,  and  in  the  great  Liberating  Army  of  Mankind.  She  must 
be  the  vanguard  of  that  army,  or  sink  out  of  sight  with  Paganism, 
Mahometanism  and  Romanism. 
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# 
God  has  put  man  into  this  world  to  grow  in  all  nohle  directions. 

Balk  man^s  growth  you  cannot,  any  more  than  you  can  balk  the  growtli 
of  coral  reefe  toward  the  **  Queen  of  the  Antilles,'"  or  the  bursting  of 
new  suns  and  stars  into  life,  to  glorify  the  infinitude  of  space.  Man^s 
mission  is  to  subdue  the  world  and  have  dominion  over  it  That  mission 
is  to  be  fulfilled.  If  the  Oburch  cannot  help  its  fulfilment,  yea,  lead  in 
its  consummation,  then,  as  a  dead  and  withered  arm,  it  must  be  buried 
out  of  sight.  • 

All  cry  for  rest,  for  the  lull  of  "  agitation,^'*  for  garrison  duty,  for 
organization,  is  a  cry  and  signal  of  death.  Call  it  increased  zeal,  in- 
creased activity,  increased  prosperity,  if  you  will ;  that  will  not  I.  The 
truth  of  one  genial,  gifted,  spiritual,  free  soul  like  Ohanning,  has  more 
meaning  and  more  salvation  for  the  race  than  all  your  instituted  religion 
for  eighteen  hundred  years.  The  bursting  forth  of  one  such  century  man 
as  Theodore  Farher,  lifting  religion  above  the  sphere  of  the  transient 
and  accidental,  into  God's  sphere  of  the  aibsolute  and  eternal,  is  the 
un<Jying  prophecy  of  the  spiritual  world  that  the  race  is  not  exhausted ; 
that  religion  is  not  to  be  organised,  but  discovered ;  not  to  be  chanted 
and  spoken  in  sweet  and  solemn  and  fitting  words  of  olden  times  alone, 
but  lived  in  the  conflicting  issues,  and  spoken  in  the  sturdy  Saxon  speech 
of  to-day ;  that  inspiration  is  now,  and  in  the  future,  as  well  as  yesterday, 
and  in  the  past ;  that  God  is  i?^{,  as  well  as  Historic;  and  that  man's 
life  may  now  glow  with  this  life,  and  his  pathway  shine  with  the  foot- 
prints of  angels. 
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LETTER  FROM  ELIZABETH  CADY  STANTON. 

TO  THB  PROGRESSIVE  FRIENDS  OF  LONGWOOD  I 

Dear  Friends  : — As  it  is  the  oastom  in  your  aiinaal  meetings  to  bear 
your  testimony  on  ail  questions  of  national  and  individual  life,  it  is  impor- 
tant that  from  such  a  body  of  Liberal  Christians  the  right  vievrs  on  jlecos- 
8TRUCTI0N  should  go  out  to  the  people. 

And,  what  does  this  question  involve?  Trade,  Commerce,  Finance, 
State  Rights,  Amnesty  Proclamations,  Revised  Statutes,  Oonstitutiomd 
Amendments,  Civil  Rights  Bills,  Negro  Enfranchisements?  Does  it  re- 
quire the  learning  of  Astrologers,  Rabbis,  Sages,  Statesmen ;  a  profound 
knowledge  of  science  and  jurisprudence,  of  volumes  of  authorities  sai 
folios  of  diplomatic  correspondence  ?  No ;  any  honest,  unlettered  miad 
can  grasp  this  whole  question ;  for  it  is  simply  this  and  nothing  more: 
"  What  is  the  status  op  a  Citizen  in  a  true  Repubuo  ?  "  Settle  this 
one  quesiion  in  Justice  and  equity,  and  all  others  settle  themselves.  And. 
for  thi.«,  we  want  no  authority  or  wisdom  outside  our  own  souls ;  for  what 
the  spirit  beareth  us  witness  that  toe  need  for  our  own  growth  and  happi- 
ness, it  is  our  first  duty  to  secure  to  every  other  human  being. 

Let  none  deceive  us  with  mysterious  shakings  of  the  head,  or  pointings 
of  the  finger, — with  deep  mouthings  of  profound  platitudes, — with  tbe 
magnitude  of  the  difficulties  that  hedge  our  rulers  on  every  side ;  for  the 
path  of  safety  is  straight  and  clear. 

Every  phase  of  inequality  in  orders  and  classes,  every  shade  and  degree 
of  difiference  in  humanity,  have  been  tried  under  every  imaginable  form  of 
government  and  religion,  and  all  alike  have  failed ;  for  God,  who  is  no 
respecter  of  persous,  has  set  his  seal  of  condemnation  on  every  condition 
but  that  of  the  absolute  equality  of  the  race.  The  sooner  we  bring  oar- 
selves  into  line  with  his  fixed,  immutable  law,  the  better.  No  matter 
whether  we  take  that  position  alone,  or  with  some  popular  Church  or 
State  organization.  Whoever  sees  the  truth  is  responsible  that  he  utter  it 
and  live  it ;  not  that  the  multitude  accept  or  reject  it  To  stand  right 
with  the  great  ruler  of  the  Universe,  to  be  a  true  medium  of  His  Divine 
light  and  will,  is  not  isolation  or  solitude ; — it  is  not  to  stand  alone.  For 
the  true  soul,  though  ridiculed,  persecuted  and  crucified,  is  linked  with  the 
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great  and  good  of  all  ages, — tbe  past,  the  present  and  to  come, — ^in  a  life 
of  joy  and  peace  that  passeth  all  understanding. 

A  second  opportnnitj  is  now  offered  to  us  to  base  our  nation  on  the 
broad  ground  of  equal  rights  to  all.  Who  is  ready  to  begin  the  work? 
Who  wiiriead?  Who  will  follow ?— The  President ?  Congress?  The 
people  are  much  exercised  in  getting  at  the  difference  between  these  par- 
ties. But  so  long  as  neither  proposes  to  do  the  right  thing,  the  partial 
policy  of  either  matters  but  little  to  the  nation,  for  anything  and  every- 
thing short  of  absolute  justice  is  swift  and  certiun  ruin.  We  can  live  under 
taxation,  war,  pestilence,  famine,  the  demoralization  of  tbe  Bepublican 
party,  with  Johnson  men  in  all  the  fat  oflSces  under  government— or,  as 
Mr.  Seward  said,  with  "all  who  now  man  the  Ship  of  State  pverboard." 
But  we  cannot  live  unless  the  rights  of  all  our  citizens  are  equal  and  secure. 

Turn  where  you  will,  no  certain  sound  is  heard  in  Church  or  State. 
Since  the  angel  of  justice  called  this  nation  to  a  reckoning,  and  with  his 
flaming  sword  slew  our  first-bom,  and  scattered  our  wealth  to  the  four 
winds  of  heaven,  we  have  sought  out  many  devices  to  circumvent  his  pur- 
pose, but  as  yet  we  fail  to  read  the  lesson  of  the  war. 

All  through  the  war  I  have  looked  to  the  Abolitionists  as  the  advance 
guard  who  would  take  up  the  ark  of  the  Lord  and  bear  it  and  the  nation 
to  the  promised  land.  They  have  been  a  peculiar  people,  trained  for  the 
last  thirty  years  in  the  discussion  of  human  rights,  seemingly  above  the 
motives  that  move  ordinary  men,^-entrenched  in  principle,  outside  of 
church  and  state,  held  as  it  were  in  the  hollow  of  God^s  hand,  sacred  for 
the  work  of  this  hour.  But  where  are  they,  those  watchmen  on  the  tow- 
ers of  liberty,  whose  warning  voices  roused  this  nation  from  the  sleep  of 
death?  Where  are  they  now?  Scattered,  confused,  confounded ; — some 
feeling  all  danger  passed,  some  faint,  some  weary,  some  waiting  for  the 
promised  action  of  politicians  who  have  stolen  the  livery  of  Abolitionists 
to  serve  the  Republican  party  in.  Where  are  the  sixty  thousand,  all  tried 
and  true,  that  with  one  simidtaneons  shout  scattered  the  hosts  in  1844,  and 
sent  Henry  Clay  to  his  plantation  home  and  grave?  Have  justice  and 
freedom  less  power  than  then  ?  Have  all  alike  lost  their  faith  in  principle  ? 
If  not,  why  halt  we,  in  this  hour  of  peril  ?  Why  not  demand  in  Churdi 
and  State  the  full  recognition  of  the  divine  idea  of  equality,  and  secure  the 
rights  of  citizenship  to  every  member  of  the  Republic  ? 

I  conjure  good  and  true  men  and  women  everywhere  to  forget  tllat 
they  are  Abolitionists,  Woman's  Rights,  Republicans,  or  Democrats,  Pro- 
gressive Friends,  Presbyterians,  Episcopalians^  saints  or  sinners, — to  for- 
get all  side  issues,  all  partial  reforms,  until  we  secure  a  country  for  our- 
selves and  children, — until  we  learn  how  great  and  grand  it  is  to  be  a 
citizen  of  a  Republic.  Let  us  now  make  sure  of  manhood  and  woman- 
hood, and  all  other  things  shall  be  added  unto  us. 

On  whatever  other  point  you  fail  to  bear  your  testimony,  good  friends. 
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fall  not  to  say  that  yoa  demand  in  the  reconstruction  of  our  goveminent 
EQUAL  RiOHTs  TO  ALL.  Be  not  deceived  with  Emancipatioii  and  Civil 
Rights  Bills  for  Negroes,  or  the  Modifying  of  State  laws  for  Women.  For 
the  republican  idea  is  violated  and  trampled  in  the  dnst,  so  long  as  we 
recognize  a  privileged  order  in  the  *'  white  male  omzss,'*  and  deny  the 
right  of  suffrage  to  black  men  and  all  women. 

Sincerely  yours, 

E.  Cady  Stastox. 


FROM  ANNIE  M.  S.  GALVIN. 

Baookfield,  Mass^  June  4,  1866. 
*        *        *        *        I  shall  be  very  sorry  not  to  meet  you  and 
the  many  other  good  friends  in  our  annual  gathering  at  Longwood,  as  I 
have  done  for  several  years  past.    These  meetings  have  been  to  me  real 
sources  of  Improvement,  and  I  have  gone  from  them  refreshed  in  spliit 
and  renewed  and  strengthened  in  every  good  purpose.    For  several  days 
past,  when  I  have  gone  out  into  the  open  air,  I  have  seemed  to  find  in  ir 
something  akin  to  that  which  comes  from  the  breezy  hills  of  Chester 
County — ^a  something  which  carried  me  to  Longwood  and  made  me  fancy 
that  in  spirit  I  was  actually  near  or  approaching  close  to  the  old  funiliar 
place.    I  hope  that,  when  you  are  met  together,  you  will  think  of  me  « 
tiTily  present  with  you,  and  as  uniting  with  you  in  earnest  interest  upoo 
the  several  questions  that  will  come  before  you  for  your  oonsideration— 
the  great  topics  now  agitating  the  country,  and  which  demand  the  wisest 
thought  and  the  highest  principle  of  the  nation.    In  the  war  reoeotly 
closed,  we  gave  of  our  best  blood;  now  the  oontest  calls  for  the  keai 
brain,  the  true  heart,  steadfast  in  the  right,  the  nnswenring  aim  for  Hat 
goal  which  victory  gives  us — Juttice  to  all  alike.    Now  comes  the  time 
when  woman^s  voice  may  be  heard  with  propriety,  speaking  for  berselC 
and  the  same  opening  door  which  shall  admit  to  the  Freedman  individo- 
ality  and  recognition  before  the  law,  must  give  to  woman  also  an  indivM- 
ualized  existence  in  the  nation.    I  shall  look  forward  with  hope  to  ano&- 
er  year,  when  I  may  be  in  your  midst,  and  gladly  meet  the  dear  fnends 
who  have  so  cordially  welcomed  me  to  their  hospitality.    Although  I  am 
in  Massachusetts,  a  State  which  claims  an  advanced  place  in  all  reforma- 
tory movements,  I  have  many  times  wished  that  something  of  the  spirit 
of  the  Progressive  Friends  might  be  transferred  to  oar  people.    Thoof^ 
I  have  seemed  to  go  a  little  outside  your  ranks,  I  claim  my  place  witt 
yon  still,  and  am  happy  to  be  considered  one  of  your  number. 

Anhib  M.  S.  Galtik. 
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Thi  Fiftehmth  Yjbaelt  Meeting  of  PRoaBEssirs  Fbiends  convened 
at  Longwood  meeting-house,  near  Hamorton,  Chester  Co.,  Pa.,  on 
Fifth  day,  the  6th  of  Sixth  month,  1867,  at  11  o^olook,  a.  m. 

Anna  Mart  Marshall,  one  of  the  Clerks,  read  the  call  of  the 
meeting,  as  follows: 

The  Pbogbessftb  Friends  of  Pennsylvjinia  cordially  invite  the  lovers 
of  Trath  and  Humanity,  withoat  distinction  of  sect  or  name,  to  come  to 
their  Fifteenth  Yearly  Meeting,  which  will  be  held  at  Longwood,  near 
Hamorton,  Chester  Co.,  commencing  on  Hfth  day  (Thnrsday),  the  6th  of 
Sixth  month  (Jnne),  186T,  at  11  o^clock,  a.  h.,  and  continuing  three  days. 

This  Religions  Society,  leaving  its  members  free  to  constract  their 
own  creeds,  seeks  its  bond  of  union  in  a  common  love  of  God  and  Human- 
ity, and  a  common  desire  to  labor  for  the  moral  and  spiritual  welfiEure  of 
mankind.  Its  meetings  are  devoted,  not  to  doctrinal  disputation,  or  the 
working  of  ecclesiastical  machinery,  but  to  free  discussion  and  action  upon 
questions  relating  direcUy  to  the  social,  moral  and  religious  improvement  of 
the  people.  It  aims  to  cultivate  and  cherish  a  piety  free  alike  from  supersti- 
tion and  bigotry,  and  springiug  from  a  filial  confidence  in  God  as  the  Father 
of  every  human  being,  and  tl^e  friend  especially  of  the  poor,  the  weak, 
and  the  oppressed.  Undervaluing  not  the  records  bequeaUied  to  us  of  the 
truth  as  apprehended  by  prophets  and  apostles  of  the  olden  time,  it  rever- 
ences human  nature  more  than  any  parchment,  and  endeavors  to  keep  an 
open  ear  for  the  sUll,  sm^U  voice  of  tJie  Spirit,  expecting  to  receive  thereby 
fresh  revelations  of  the  Divine  Will  adapted  to  the  needs  of  the  soul  in 
the  present  age.  It  has  no  disciplinary  code,  no  priesthood,  no  ritual,  no 
prescribed  forms  of  worship ;  and  its  platform,  under  the  necessary  limit- 
ations of  time  and  order,  is  free  to  all  who  may  desire  to  take  part  in  its 
proceedings. 

Oliver  Johnson,  )  rn^j,^ 

Anna  Mart  Marshall,  f  * 

The  beautiful  words  of  the  Psalmist, "  The  Lord  is  my  Shepherd," 
etc.,  were  chanted  by  Isabella  and  Adaune  Parker,  of  Brooklyn, 
New  York. 
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Oliter  Johnson  spoke,  in  terms  of  coogratolation  and  enooor- 
agcment,  of  the  auspicious  circumstances  under  which  the  Socie^  had 
convened,  and  exhorted  its  members  to  renewed  diligence  in  the 
work  of  progress  and  reform. 

Letters  were  read  from  Jamss  Fbeiman  Clarke,  Pastor  of  the 
"  Church  of  the  Disciples,"  Boston ;  John  W.  Chadwick,  Pastor  of 
the  Second  Unitarian  Church  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ;  and  J.  L.  Gor5- 
INQ,  Pastor  of  the  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  in  Poughkeepsie, 
N.  Y.  These  letters,  expressing  a  hearty  interest  in  the  Society,  and 
the  regret  of  the  writers  that  they  could  not  attend  the  meeting,  were 
gratefully  received. 

An  extract  of  a  private  letter  from  Geoeos  Thompson,  dated  <'0q 
board  the  steamer  Cuba,  approaching  Queenstown,  May  16,  1S67," 
was  read,  in  these  words :  "  May  you  have  a  good  time  at  Longwood. 
My  benediction  on  those  who  may  be  there."  It  was  peculiarly 
pleasant  to  receive  such  a  message  from  one  endeared  to  us  by  a  long 
life  devoted  to  the  cause  of  freedom  and  humanity. 

The  hymn,  beginning,  "  Father  in  Heaven,  thy  ceaseless  love," 
was  sung. 

A  Committee  was  appointed  to  settle  with  the  Treasurer,  and  to 
nominate  a  Treasurer  and  Clerks  to  serve  the  meeting  for  the  ensu- 
ing year,  viz. :  John  G.  Jackson,  J.  Wiluams  Thorns,  Mart  P. 
Wilson,  Alfred  H.  Love,  Sarah  D.  Barnard,  Annie  M.  S.  Gai- 

VIN. 

A  Committee  to  prepare  Testimonies  was  appointed  as  follow8| 
viz.:  Robert  Collyer,  Alfred  H.  Love,  Henry  C.  Wrigst, 
Oliver  Johnson,  Elizabeth  B.  Chace,  Wm.  W.  Newell,  Edwaeb 
L  Galvin,  Sarah  T.  H.  Peaeson,  H.  G.  Spalding,  Lucretia  Mott, 
Maby  W.  Manning,  Thomas  Garrett. 

afternoon  session. 

The  hymn,  "  Father,  hear  our  humble  claim,"  was  sung. 

The  Committee  appointed  in  the  morning  presented  the  names  of 
Oliver  Johnson  and  Anna  Mary  Marshall,  as  Clerks  for  the  ensu- 
ing year,  and  they  were  appointed  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

The  same  Committee  reported  that  there  was  in  the  treasury  a 
balance  of  $61.00,  and  nominated  Isaac  Msndenhall  as  Treasurer 
for  the  ensuing  year.     The  nomination  was  unanimously  concurred  in. 

Our  venerable  and  beloved  friend,  Lucretia  Mott,  delivered  a 
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very  impressive  discourse,  in  which  she  took  a  hopeful  view  of  the 
state  of  the  country,  and  called  attention  to  many  facts  illustrating 
the  progress  of  liberal  ideas.  Her  words  of  earnest  counsel,  welcome 
as  a  benediction  to  all,  were  listened  to  with  deep  interest. 

The  beautiful  hymn,  "  Nearer/,  my  God,  to  Thee,"  was  sung. 

Wm.  W.  Newell,  Pastor  of  the  Unitarian  Church  in  Germantown, 
and  H.  G.  Spalding,  a  Unitarian  minbter  from  Boston,  successively 
addressed  the  meeting,  giving  us  assurance  of  their  hearty  interest  in 
our  Society  and  their  devotion  to  the  principles  it  represents—princi- 
ples held  not  alone  by  ourselves,  but  by  friends  of  freedom  and  prog- 
ress in  other  religious  bodies,  all  over  the  world,  as  well  as  by  mul- 
titudes not  connected  with  any  sect. 

Chandleb  Daelinoton  spoke  briefly,  and  was  followed  by  John 
G.  Jackson,  who  presented  scientific  and  philosophical  reasons,  which 
satisfied  his  own  mind  of  the  truth  of  the  doctrine  of  a  future  life. 
He  was  followed  by  J.  Williams  Thobne,  who  took  the  opposite 
view,  declaring  that  he  could  see  no  satisfactory  evidence  of  a  future 
life.  John  G.  Jackson  briefly  rejoined,  and  then^  after  a  few  words 
spoken  by  Dr.  Sumnee  Stebbins,  Hbnbt  C.  Weight  made  an  earnest 
address,  declaring  his  faith  in  immortality,  and  the  grounds  upon 
which  that  faith  rested,  and  drawing  some  practical  conclusions  there- 
from. 

SECOND  DAY. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  chanting  of  the  Lord^s  Prayer. 

A  letter  was  received  from  Aabon  M.  Powell,  of  New  York, 
assuring  us  of  his  continued  interest  in  our  Society,  and  expressing 
regret  in  view  of  his  inability  to  attend  our  meeting. 

BoBEBT  CoLLYEB,  ou  behalf  of  the  Committee  appointed  for  the 
purpose,  presented  Testimonies  on  several  subjects  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  meeting. 

The  meeting  proceeded  to  consider  the  Testimony  on  War,  when 
an  earnest  and  very  interesting  discussron  ensued ;  Henbt  C.  Weight, 
Alfbed  H.  Love,  and  Alvbed  B.  Justice  speaking  in  favor  of  the 
Testimony,  and  H.  G.  Spalding,  Bobebt  Collybr,  and  John  W. 
HuBN  dissenting  therefrom  and  maintaining  that  war  is  sometimes 
necessary,  justifiable,  and  noble. 
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V 
▲FTSRNOON  SSeSION. 

The  song,  *^  God  speed  the  Right,'*  was  sung,  and  then  the  meet- 
ing proceeded  to  the  work  of  collecting  funds  for  the  use  of  the 
Society  during  the  ensuing  year.  The  sum  of  $163.00  was  con- 
tributed. 

The  meeting  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Testimony  ou  War, 
and  the  subject  was  discussed  by  Chandleb  Dabunqton,  Henbt  C. 
Wbioht,  W.  W.  Newell,  "Rowlajstd  Johnson,  Samuel  D.  Mooeb, 
J.  W.  Thobne,  Bobebt  Purtis,  H.  G.  Spaldino,  Robert  Colltsb, 
Edward  I.  Galyin,  Alpbeb  H.  Lots,  J.  W.  Thobne,  and  Sabah 
H.  T.  Pearson.  The  Testimony,  after  being  amended,  was  adopted, 
a  large  minority  voting  against  it. 

The  hymn,  "  Our  Country,  'tb  of  thee,"  was  then  song. 

The  Testimony  on  Religion,  as  reported  by  the  Committee,  wis 
taken  up,  and  Chandler  Darlington  presented  one,  which  the  meet- 
ing agreed  to  consider  at  the  same  time.  W.  W.  Newell,  H.  G. 
Spalding,  Henry  C.  Wright,  and  Charles  Hayden  delirered 
addresses,  replete  with  liberal  sentiment  and  progressive  thoo^t, 
which  commanded  the  earnest  attention  of  the  whole  meeting.  J. 
W.  Thorne  also  gave  earnest  expression  to  his  peculiar  views. 

The  hymn,  "  Part  in  Peace,"  was  sung. 

THIRD  DAY. 

The  hymn,  "  Come,  Thou  Almighty  Kbg,"  was  sung. 

A  letter  of  sympathy  and  good  fellowship,  from  Ezekiel  Mukbt, 
Pastor  of  a  Free  Church  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  was  read.  Also  extracts 
of  a  letter  from  Frances  D.  Gage,  expressing  her  deep  interest  in 
the  meeting,  and  her  regret  that  she  was  unable  to  be  present. 

The  Testimony  on  Religion  was  taken  up,  when  a  very  interesting 
and  earnest  discussion  ensued,  in  the  course  of  which,  though  a  great 
variety  of  views  was  presented,  there  was  manifested  a  substantial 
harmony  as  to  fundamental  principles.  Those  who  took  part  in  the 
discussion  were  H.  G.  Spalding  (Unitarian  Minister,  of  Cambridge, 
Mass.),  Alfred  H.  Love,  Dr.  John  Cameron,  Samuel  D.  Moore, 
Jacob  L.  Paxson,  Isaac  Rumford,  James  C.  Jackson,  William  W. 
Newell  (Pastor  of  the  Unitarian  Church  in  Germantown),  J.  H. 
Mag  El^Key  (an  Episcopal  Minister),  Alfred  B.  Justice,  Chandler 
Darlington,  Robert  Collyer  (Pastor  of  the  Church  of  the  Unity, 
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in  Chicago),  Db.  Ellbn  B.  Habman,  Caleb  Jaoesok,  Angelina 
WiCKEBSHAM,  J.  W.  Thobnb,  and  Olivbb  Johnson.  The  Testi- 
mony, as  presented  by  the  Committee,  was  then  adopted,  together 
with  a  paragraph  offered  by  Chandlsb  Dablinoton, 

The  Testimony  on  Temperance  was  taken  up,  when  remarks  were 
offered  by  Edwabd  M.  Davis,  William  Llotd,  and  Db.  E;.len  B. 
Habman. 

The  hymn,  "  Thirsting  for  a  Living  Spring,"  was  sung. 

AFTEBNOON  SESSION. 

A  part  of  Julia  Ward  Howe's  "  Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic  " 
was  sung. 

The  discussion  of  the  Testimony  on  Temperance  was  renewed. 
Earnest  remarks  were  offered  by  Thomas  Hambleton,  Db.  John 
Cambbon,  Db.  C.  Hoel,  Samuel  D.  Moobb,  Chandleb  Dablington, 
J.  W.  Thobnb,  J.  H.  Mao  El'Ket,  Daniel  Bonsall,  Elizabeth 
B.  Chace,  Henby  C.  Weight,  Edwabb  I.  Galvin  (Unitarian  minis- 
ter, late  of  Brookfield,  Mass.),  Jacob  L.  Paxson,  Lewis  Mabshall, 
Isaac  Bumtobd,  Joseph  Bbosius,  J.  W.  Hubn,  Olivbb  Johnson, 
and  Db.  Ellen  B.  Habman.  Extracts  were  also  read  from  the  let- 
ter of  Fbancbs  D.  Gage,  conveying  interesting  and  cheering  informa- 
tion of  the  progress  of  Temperance  at  the  West,  and  exhorting  this 
meeting  to  renewed  and  earnest  efforts  in  the  cause.  The  Testimony, 
as  presented  by  the  Committee,  with  an  addition  proposed  by  Db. 
Habman,  was  adopted. 

The  Testimony  on  Beconstruction  was  next  considered.  An 
interesting  discussion  ensued,  in  which  Edwabd  M.  Davis,  Bobeet 
PoBvis,  Samuel  D.  Moobb,  Henbt  C.  Weight,  J.  H.  Mao  El'Ket, 
Chandleb  Dablington,  Db.  Habman,  Lewis  Thompson,  J.  W.  Hubn, 
Oliveb  Johnson,  and  J.  W.  Thobnb  took  part  The  Testimony,  as 
presented  by  the  Committee,  was  adopted. 

Robebt  Collteb,  from  the  Committee  on  Testimonies,  presented 
a  brief  paper  on  Woman,  which,  after  remarks  by  Edwabd  M.  Davis 
and  Henby  C.  Weight,  was  adopted. 

Papers  relating  to  the  Indians  and  to  the  duties  which  the  Gov- 
ernment and  the  people  owe  them  were  presented  from  the  Committee 
on  Testimonies ;  but,  for  want  of  time  to  consider  them,  they  were 
referred  to  the  meeting  to  be  held  next  year. 

A  Testimony  on  the  "  Claims  of  Children,'^  from  the  Committee 
on  Testimonies,  was  presented  and  adopted. 
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A  TestimoDj  on  the  Health  of  Woman  was  also  presented,  oa 
behalf  of  the  Committee,  and  adopted. 

Lkwis  Marshall  proposed  an  addition  to  the  Testimony  on  Tem- 
perance, which  was  adopted. 

Dr.  G.  Hobl  presented  a  paper  on  Land  Refomif  whidi  was  re- 
ferred to  the  next  Yearly  Meeting. 

The  **  John  Brown  song  "  was  then  song,  many  of  the  congrega- 
tion joining  with  great  spirit  in  the  chorus. 

The  Clerks  announced  that  they  had  selected  the  following 
persons  to  aid  them  in  revising  our  proceedings  for  publication,  and 
in  issuing  the  call  for  the  next  Yearly  Meeting : — J.  William  Cox, 
Annir  M.  S.  Galyin,  Emma  Worrall. 

After  three  days  spent  in  delightful  intercourse  and  good  fellow- 
ship, and  in  the  earnest  discussion  of  themes  of  the  highest  importanoe 
to  the  welfare  of  the  human  family,  we  return  to  our  hom^  und^  a 
grateful  sense  of  the  privil^es  we  have  enjoyed,  as  well  as  of  the 
obligation  resting  upon  us  as  children  of  a  common  Fatber,  to  labor 
earnestly  for  the  redemption  of  the  world  from  ignorance,  superstition, 
and  oppression,  and  for  the  universal  diffusion  of  the  principles  of 
Justice,  Truth,  and  Love. 


Oliver  Johnson,  I  n    V« 

Anna  Mart  Marshall,  j^  ^ 


[Oq  the  First-day  immediately  following  the  a^journmeDt  of  the  Yeariy  Meet- 
log,  at  10  o^cIock,  ▲.  M.,  a  large  assembly  convened,  when  Robert  Colltbs  defiT> 
ered  the  discourse  herewith  printed.  Addresses  were  also  delivered  bj  'Esfwm 
I.  Galvin,  Himrt  0.  Weight,  Dr.  Ellen  B.  Harman,  Cbanolxr  DARUKCToir, 
and  J.  W.  Thorne.  At  2  o^clock,  p.  m.,  there  was  another  meeting,  to  bear  a 
lecture  by  Bobert  Colltbr  and  an  address  by  Lucretia  Mott.  The  noble  sea- 
timents  uttered  by  those  beloved  friends  were  heard  with  eager  interest,  and,  it 
is  hoped,  with  real  profit,  by  a  crowded  auditory.  Appropriate  mosio  added  not 
a  little  to  the  interest  of  these  First-day  gatherings,  as  well  as  to  that  of  all  the 
sessions  of  the  Yearly  Meeting.  The  friends  to  whom  we  were  chiefly  indebted 
for  this  deligbtM  service  were  Isabella  and  Aoalinb  Parker,  of  Brooklyn,  K. 
Y.,  and  H.  G.  Spalding,  of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  and  to  them  was  presented  a  unan- 
imous vote  of  thanks.  The  Cabinet  Organ,  lately  placed  in  the  house,  especially 
for  the  benefit  of  the  First-day  School,  was  used  in  all  the  meetings  with  admira- 
ble effect.] 


The  meeting  for  1868  will  convene  on  the  first  Fifth  day  in  the 
Sixth  month. 
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L— REUGIOJT. 


OuB  religioas  duties  consist  in  making  the  best  nse  of  ourselves ;  in  the 
highest  harmonious  development  of  all  our  faculties ;  in  a  wise  control  of 
the  passions  and  propensities  of  our  nature ;  in  the  development  and  pres- 
ervation of  the  physical  frame  as  the  basis  of  a  healthy  mind ;  in  short, 
in  everything  that  tends  to  fit  ns  for  the  highest  enjoyment  for  ourselves, 
and  the  greatest  usefulness  to  others. 


Every  year  the  cause  of  religious  freedom  makes  more  and  more 
marked  advances.  A  comparison  of  the  opinions  and  conduct  of  our 
churches  now  and  twenty  years  since  inspires  the  most  confident  hope 
for  the  future.  No  more  shall  men  be  either  condemned  or  approved  for 
their  religious  belief;  no  longer  shall  any  fetters  bin^the  human  soul,  in 
the  exercise  of  her  unquestioned  right  to  soar  at  will  into  the  free  air 
and  bright  skies ;  no  longer  will  any  authority  be  recognized  other  than 
the  inherent  authority  of  the  truth  itself  on  the  soul  which  perceives  it. 
We  are  coming  to  learn  that  the  truth  is  the  light,  and  the  sun  its  own 
evidence. 

The  ceremonial  and  dogmatic  elements  of  Christianity  are  givmg 
place  to  its  eternal,  moral,  and  spiritual  principles ;  as  clouds  which  have 
long  been  deemed  the  source  of  light,  they  fade  before  the  rising  sun, 
and  "the  eye  ranges  far  into  the  infinity  of  glory  which  is  beyond 
them." 

Free  thought,  unlimited  inquiry,  is  the  need  and  duty  of  the  age.  But 
liberty  is  only  the  atmosphere  and  opportunity.  Truth  alone  is  the  radi- 
ant sun,  the  source  of  light  and  heat,  illuminating,  awakening,  life-giving. 
Dogmas  pass,  opinions  vary ;  but  faith,  hope,  and  love  are  everlasting, 
whether  rising  in  aspiration  to  their  infinite  source,  or  ministering  to  the 
service  of  the  oppressed  and  afflicted.  Not  merely  to  insist  on  freedom^ 
but  far  more  to  exhibit  this  faith  and  hope  in  freedom,  is  the  work  of  ouir 
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time.  Let  all  who  have  entered  into  the  perfect  law  of  liberty  nniie  with 
heart  and  hand,  connaelliog  and  laboring  together  to  redeem  hnmanitj, 
in  that  active  love  of  man  which  is  the  test  and  proof  of  the  Divine 

inspiration. 

m. 

Among  the  most  cheering  signs  of  the  nearer  coming  of  the  kingdom 
of  Truth  and  Love,  we  welcome  the  rapid  advance  of  rational  and  liberal 
'  views  of  religion.  A  "  Free  CTiurch  in  afiree  StcUe  "  is  now  the  ideal  of 
progressive  men  iu  nearly  all  the  old  sects,  while  it  is  already  the  battle- 
cry  of  many  who  can  find  no  home  fqr  their  religions  faith  in  any  of  the 
existing  church  organizations.  The  **  Free  State  "  the  Providence  of  God 
and  the  bravery  of  loyal  millions  have  made  a  reality.  The  ^'Free 
Church  ^*  exists  in  name ;  but  its  liberty,  like  freedom  in  the  old  Union, 
is  only  nominal.    It 

'*  Keeps  the  promise  to  the  ear, 
To  break  it  to  the  heart." 

Religions  associations  which  shall  combine  the  opportunities  of  p^eet 
freedom  with  the  advantages  of  perfect  union  are  needed  in  every  part  of 
onr  land.  Shall  they  be  formed  in  time  to  save  our  country  from  those 
«vils  of  which  war  has  left  the  seeds,  as  well  as  firom  those  dangers 
which  are  incidental  to  the  new  career  of  material  prosperity  now  opening 
before  the  American  people  ?  The  Progressive  Friends  have  long  carried 
the  banner  of  unsectarian  and  undogmatic  religion.  They  now  bid  God- 
speed to  all  associations  and  all  movements,  whether  within  the  old  sects 
or  outside  them  all,  which  have  for  their  ot^ject  the  union  of  men  and 
women  for  religious  and  philanthropic  work ;  for  the  complete  separation 
-of  practical  religion  from  dogmatic  theology,  and  for  the  diffusion  of  that 
spirit  of  true  piety  and  genuine  brotherhood  which  of  old  dictated  the  two 
^reat  commandments  of  Love  to  Qod  and  Love  to  man. 

n.— RECONSTRUCTION  OF  THE  REBELUOUS  STATES. 

Last  year  it  was  our  unspeakable  privilege  to  rejoice  over  the  com- 
plete and  final  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  United  States,  and  to  summon 
the  people  to  the  performance  of  the  duties  they  owed  to  their  emanci- 
pated fellow-countrymen.  In  view  of  the  condition  of  the  country  at  that 
time,  we  used  the  following  language : 

**  The  action  of  the  Thirty-Nintii  Congress  deprives  us  of  all  hope  of 
carrying  the  measure  of  impartial  suffirage,  as  a  condition  of  reconstruc- 
tion, except  through  such  an  uPBisma  of  ths  pbopls  in  its  favor  as  shall 
sweep  away  all  obstacles,  and  compel  their  representatives  to  do  justice  to 
idl  men,  without  distinction  of  color." 
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To-day,  thank  Grod  I  we  are  permitted  to  record  the  fulfilment  of  the 
hope  which,  one  year  ago,  we  cherished  with  "  fear  and  trembling."  The 
"uprising  of  the  people"  for  which  we  then  solemnly  pledged  ourselves 
to  strive  with  all  onr  might,  has  taken  place,  and  the  Fx)rtieth  Congress 
has  decreed  that  the  rebellions  States  shall  return  to  the  Union  only  upon 
the  condition  that  every  loyal  man,  without  regard  to  race  or  complexion, 
is  permitted  to  enjoy  all  the  rights  of  a  citizen  and  a  voter.  The  scheme 
of  reconstruction  which  a  faithless  President  sought  to  enforce,  and  which 
wonld  have  left  the  lately  emancipated  slaves  without  adequate  protection 
for  their  rights,  has  been  set  aside ;  and  now,  in  every  Southern  State,  the 
work  of  reconstruction,  upon  principles  of  justice  and  equality,  is  going 
forward  nnder  the  irresistible  authority  of  the  United  States.  The  military 
commanders,  to  whose  supervision  this  work  has  been  committed,  are  evi- 
dently determined,  in  good  faith,  to  carry  into  effect  the  will  of  the  people 
as  embodied  in  the  acts  of  Congress.  Many  obstructions  are  thrown  in 
their  way  by  unrepentant  and  implacable  secessionists ;  but  all  the  negroes, 
and  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  white  people,  are  rallying  together  upon 
the  platform  of  Equal  Rights.  There  is  every  reason  to  expect  that  in  one 
year  from  this  time  all  the  lately  rebellious  States  will  be  completely 
restored  to  the  Union  under  Governments  recognizing  no  distinction  in 
civil  or  political  rights  on  account  of  race  or  complexion.  In  political 
gatherings  all  over  the  South,  the  pleasjpg  spectacle  is  witnessed  of  white 
men  and  black  men  acting  together  with  mutual  good  will  and  upon  terms 
of  perfect  equality,  dividing  with  each  other  oflSges  of  honor  and  respon- 
sibility, and  speaking  from  the  same  rostrum  in  defence  of  the  principles 
of  democratic  liberty.  The  transformation  is  alike  marvellous  and  inspir- 
ing, and  in  view  of  it  we  cannot  but  indulge  hopes  of  a  bright  and  glori- 
ous future  for  our  country. 

The  conduct  of  the  emancipated  slaves  excites  the  admiration  of  their 
friends  and  extorts  praise  even  from  those  by  whom  they  were  so  lately 
held  in  bondage.  Upon  this  point  we  have  the  testimony  of  many  seces- 
sionists who  from  principle  cast  their  lot  with  the  South,  and  aided, 
according  to  their  power,  to  perpetuate  slavery.  But  the  work  of  recon- 
struction we  believe  will  never  be  fully  consummated  until  all  the  civil 
and  political  rights  of  men  and  women  alike  shall  be  eecured  bejond  the 
possibility  of  loss  by  a  Constitutional  Amendment  making  the  recognition 
of  these  rights  a  part  of  the  organic  law  of  the  land.  Such  an  amend- 
ment would  not  only  guarantee  to  the  Southern  freedmen  the  permanent 
possession  of  those  rights  which  the  power  of  tKe  Government  has  extorted 
from  the  lately  rebellious  States,  but  sweep  away  at  the  North,  as  well  as 
at  the  South,  all  inequalities  founded  upon  distinctions  of  race  or  sex. 

The  progress  of  the  educational,  moral,  and  religious  reconstruction 
of  the  South  is  very  gratifying  to  all  the  friends  of  the  freedman  and  of 
humanity.  The  various  religious  sects  are  vying  with  each  other  in  effortfi 
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to  sustain  schools  both  for  whites  and  Ijjacks,  and  to  carry  the  inflnenoea 
of  our  Northern  civilization  to  every  part  of  the  Sonth.  In  view  of  all 
these  facts  we  thank  God  and  take  courage,  again  pledging  ourselves  to 
labor  unceasingly  in  this  cause  until  the  civil  and  moral  reconstruction 
of  our  country  is  completely  accomplished  on  the  basis  of  the  equal  rights 
and  the  equal  opportunities  of  all  mankind. 

III.— TEMPERANCE. 

Since  it  is  an  indisputable  fact  that  intemperance  is  the  source  of  great 
moral  and  physical  evils,  and  has  instigated  the  commission  of  the  worst 
crimes  among  mankind ;  and  seeing  with  deep  solicitude  the  fearful  prep- 
ress which  this  evil  is  making  in  our  land,  under  the  support  of  those 
high  in  social  and  public  life,  we  feel  it  to  be  our  sacred  duty  to  unite  in 
awakening  that  sentiment  which  shall  lead  to  the  entire  abandonment  of 
social  indulgence  in  intoxicating  drinks,  to  the  end  that  law  may  be  made 
effective  in  suppressing  intemperance  among  all  classes.  We  believe  in 
the  principle,  License  nothing  which  curses  mankind.  To  first  license 
the  cause^  and  then  attempt  to  prevent  the  effect^  is  of  all  human  absurdi- 
ties the  greatest. 

We  especially  appeal  to  all  ministers  to  use  their  influence  in  behalf  of 
this  principle,  and  also  to  abolish  the  use  of  wine  in  their  religious  rites. 

We  regard  with  serious  apprehension  the  manufacture  and  use  of 
domestic  wines,  as  inducing  fashionable  wine-drinking,  thus  opening  the 
door  to  the  evils  of  intoxication.  The  future  success  of  the  temperance 
cause  demands  that  it  be  placed  upon  a  strictly  scientific  basis,  by  dis- 
carding the  use  of  alcohol  in  all  its  forms,  whether  as  a  beverage,  a  food, 
or  a  medicine. 

Friends,  our  prospects  are  brighter.  The  old  enthusiasm  is  returning. 
The  teachers  of  religion  are  mainly  on  our  side.  The  press  is  awaking 
from  its  lethargy.  Legislators  are  many  of  them  taking  the  right  ground. 
The  Governor  of  this  great  Commonwealth — having  passed  through  two 
wars,  and  an  exciting  political  contest,  without  compromising  his  temper- 
ance principles— had  the  courage  and  manliness,  on  a  recent  occasion,  to 
commit  himself  openly  to  our  cause.  The  Legislature  of  Massachusetts 
recently  refused  by  an  overwhelming  vote  to  repeal  its  prohibitory  liquor 
law.  Let  us  then  pledge  ourselves  anew,  in  the  confident  assurance  that 
in  the  reconstruction  which  society  must  ere  long  undergo  as  the  re«nlt 
of  the  greater  intelligence,  purer  morality,  and  more  practical  religion  of 
its  members,  there  will  be  no  place  for  the  licensed  drunkard-maker,  and 
inebriety  will  be  treated  as  a  physical  and  moral  disease,  requiring  the 
restriction  of  personal  liberty  for  a  time,  and  such  remedial  treatment  as 
the  case  may  demand. 
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IV.— WOMAN. 

Wb  desire  again  to  testify  in  grief  and  shame  against  the  inferior  place 
the  woman  is  compelled  by  the  law  to  occupy  in  the  State,  by  superstition. 
in  the  Church,  and  by  the  injustice  of  men  in  nearly  all  the  departments 
of  life.  We  can  imagine,  now  that  chattel  slavery  is  abolished,  no  great.er 
injury  to  the  commonwealth  than  this,  that  the  woman  is  still  in  a  great 
measure  a  slave.  We  claim  for  the  woman  the  right  to  do  whatever  by 
her  nature  God  has  made  her  capable  of  doing ;  in  the  State,  from  an 
equal  right  at  the  ballot-box  to  the  Presidency  of  the  Republic ;  in  the 
Church,  to  the  pulpit  as  well  as  the  pew ;  and  in  every  place  she  fills,  to 
a  reward  equal  fully  to  her  worth ;  and  we  shall  not  rest  until  she  is 
placed  in  such  a  position  as  will  bring  to  her  all  the  rewards  of  well-doing 
in  equal  measure  with  the  man,  and  no  more  than  an  equal  retribution 
when  she  shares  in  his  sin. 

v.— WAR. 

We  renew  our  testimony  against  war,  its  spirit  of  hate,  and  the  causes 
which  conspire  thereto.  While  we  would  not  be  without  our  combative- 
ness — for  we  need  it  in  our  resistance  to  wrong — we  would  have  it  manifest 
itself,  not  by  carnal  weapons,  but  by  those  of  love,  justice,  and  humanity, 
which  we  regard  as  "mighty  through  God  to  the  pulling  do^n  of  strong- 
holds.^^ We  hail  as  a  hopeful  encouragement  to  the  cause  of  Peace  the 
recent  Congress  of  the  great  powers  of  Europe,  and  the  amicable  settlement 
of  the  Luxemburg  question,  and  cordially  unite  with  tho  proposition  for  a 
general  disarmament  and  arbitration. 

VI.— THE  HEALTH  OF  WOMAN. 

The  health  of  woman  is  the  hope  of  the  world;  therefore  we  would 
bear  our  most  earnest  testimony  against  all  styles  of  dress  and  all  habits 
of  living  that  tend  to  impede  the  healthful  organization  and  development 
of  her  vital  powers  of  body  and  soul.  We  earnestly  plead  with  men 
that,  in  all  their  relations  with  woman,  they  should  sacredly  respect  her 
rights  as  a  wife,  a  mother,  a  citizen,  a  laborer,  and  a  subject  of  physical, 
intellectual,  social,  and  moral  education. 

VII.— THE  CLAIMS  OF  CHILDREN. 

In  the  recognition  of  universal  human  rights,  those  of  children  should 
not  be  overlooked.  Their  very  helplessness,  which  should  make  their 
rights  more  sacred,  is  too  often  made  an  occasion  for  the  exercise  of  tyran- 
nical power.    They  should  be  welcomed  at  birth,  tenderly  nursed  through 
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infancy,  and  restrained  from  danger  through  childhood,  and  until  th^ 
own  reason  is  sufficient  to  protect  them.  They  should  be  allowed  to 
exercise  their  own  judgment,  and  to  cherish  and  express  their  own  opin- 
ions. They  have  a  right  to  receive  apologies  from  parents  for  wrongs 
done  to  them,  and  to  be  governed  by  love,  and  not  enslayed  by  force  or 
dogmatism. 


The  foregoiDg  Testimonies  were  adopted  by  tllo  Fifteenth  Yearly 
Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends,  held  at  Longwood,  Pa.,  from  the  6th  to 
8th  of  the  Sixth  month,  inclusive,  1867. 

OLIVER  JOHNSON,  >  p,   , . 

ANNA  MARY  MARSHALL,  ^^^^^^ 
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^  f  iWng  l0l>s  ^  St  f  iWng  Spirit. 


^    SER:ytON' 

Ddkered  at  LongxDood^  on  First  day^  the  ^th  of  Sixth  months  1867,  htfore 
the  Society  of  Progressive  Friends. 

By  Bobbbt  Oollteb, 
ministeb  of  thi  church  of  thi  uli'itt|  chicago,  ill. 

1  Co&iirTBtiKS,  x\l  18  :  "For  by  one  Spirit  wo  are  bU  baptized  Into  one  body,  whether 
wo  be  Jews  or  Qentilee,  bond  or  free."  _  . 

The  First  Epistle  of  Paul  to  the  Corinthians  is,  in  mj  opinion,  one  of 
the  finest  pieces  of  practical  wisdom  in  the  whole  volume  of  the  Apostolic 
correspondence,  and  is  hardly  paralleled  anywhere  in  its  way  of  dealing 
with  the  gravest  sins  into  which  our  common  name  and  nature  can  he 
degraded. 

Oorinth  was  in  its  day  one  of  the  most  dissolute  places  in  the  world. 
The  centre  of  a  wonderfial  commerce,  a  Roman  colony  rooted  in  Greek 
soil,  the  resort  of  adventurers  and  speculators  from  far  and  wide,  with  no 
hetter  safeguards  to  good  morals  than  were  presented  in  the  rapidly  rot- 
ting walls  of  paganism,  and  no  hetter  light  than  the  shining  of  an  old  He- 
brew synagogue,  when  Paul  went  there  to  preach  the  better  gospel  in 
the  prime  of  his  life.    * 

It  is  dear  that  his  fine  instinct  led  him  at  once  to  see  that  he  was  not 
to  ask  those  to  care  for  him  for  whom  he  had  come  to  care.  They  had 
not  been  used  to  it,  would  not  see  it,  and  he  was  f&r  too  wise  to  waste  a 
chance  in  trying  to  convince  them  against  their  habit.  He  had  friends  in 
business  there  as  tent  makers,  and  he  went  to  work  at  that  to  earn  his 
bread;  worked  at  it  nearly  two  years,  and  on  the  Sabbath  day  went  to  the 
meeting  of  his  own  countrymen.  It  was  to  them  he  began  first  to  tell  what 
was  in  his  heart,  timidly,  seemingly,  for  a  while,  then  more  boldly,  then 
at  last  with  all  boldness,  which  brought  the  synagogue  down  on  him 
like  an  avalanche.  The  result  was  the  formation  of  the  new  society,  to 
which,  years  after,  he  writes  this  letter.  The  thing  had  grown  as  to 
numbers,  but  then  it  had  also  become  demoralized.  It  was  split  up  into 
factions,  each  of  which  was  as  proud  as  Lucifer.  There  were  men  in  it 
whose  god  was  their  belly,  others  so  base  they  cot  drunk  at  the  sacra- 
ment, and  others  led  a  life  so  evil  that  the  heathen  could  not  speak  of 
their  sin.  Then  when  they  came  together  it  was  Babel  back  again.  One 
had  a  prophecy,  another  could  say  what  nobody  understood,  one  could  act 
as  a  medium,  another  could  heal,  and  still  another  could  work  miracles. 
There  were  sages,  and  cyclopedias,  and  apostles,  and  every  one  insisted 
on  showing  his  gift  in  the  same  meeting  and  at  the  same  moment,  each 
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crying  up  his  own  cift  to  the  exclusion  of  the  rest,  as  if  they  had  been  so 
manv  auacks,  and  that  no  doubt  many  of  them  were. 

And  we  may  well  suppose  that  there  was  but  one  way  for  Paul  to  take 
in  dealing  with  such  a  matter.  If  in  a  regiment  one  goes  over  to  the  ene- 
my, his  name  is  blotted  from  the  muster-roll.  In  commerce  if  a  man  be- 
comes a  black  sheep  he  has  to  leave  the  white  flock.  It  is  a  part  of  that 
self-preservation  we  speak  of  as  the  first  law  of  nature ;  the  perpetual 
etfort  of  the  right  to  hold  its  own  against  the  wrong,  and  of  health  to 
guard  against  disease.  Paul  did  what  few  have  ever  done  tinder  simUar 
circumstances ;  he  held  on  to  them,  every  one,  to  the  worst  aa  well  as 
the  best,  the  vilest  as  well  as  the  purest,  while  there  was  any  chanoe 
whatever  of  doing  them  any  good,  or  a  thread  of  hope  to  hold  on  by. 
And  I  know  of  nothing  in  letters  more  manly  and  noble  than  the  way  in 
which  he  manages  this  most  unmanageable  matter.  There  is  nothing  of 
the  autocrat  or  the  ecclesiastic,  or  of  that  worst  of  all  scolds,  the  clerical,  m 
the  way  he  talks  to  these  men  and  women.  Nothing  to  be  seen  bat  the 
loving  and  large-hearted  man  who  had  come  among  them  years  ago  and  gone 
to  work  at  tent-making  for  fear  they  should  think  he  wanted  what  was  not 
his  own,  but  then  had  wrought  and  thought  for  them  until  they  bad  be- 
come as  dear  to  him  as  his  own  souL  Indeed  he  cannot  believe  that  the 
wrong  they  do  is  so  much  of  deliberate  intention  as  by  ignorance  and  in- 
capacity. His  own  experience  is,  that  when  the  Spirit  of  God  fills  a  aool 
full  of  its  power  and  grace,  it  is  then  as  natural  to  be  sober,  temperate, 
chaste,  true  to  your  gift  and  manly  in  your  ways,  as  it  is  to  eat  when  yon 
are  hungry,  and  gather  warm  garments  about  you  when  you  are  freezing 
cold.  He  believes,  too,  that  this  power  of  God  unto  salvation,  as  he  oaDs 
it,  has  already  begun  to  touch  the  meanest  and  vilest  of  the  men  and 
women  who  stand  on  the  outermost  edge  only  of  a  true  manhood  or  wo- 
manhood, and  that  those  who  are  nearer  the  centre  are  bound  to  do  what- 
ever they  can  to  aid  their  less  fortunate  fellows,  because  by  one  s^M 
they  are  all  baptized  into  one  body. 

And  it  is  this  fact,  that  what  the  body  is  to  the  spirit  of  a  man,  evoy 
man  in  any  way  within  the  circle  of  their  power  for  good  is  to  the  ^irit 
that  has  made  them  what  they  are,  on  which  he  dwells  in  this  letter  with 
the  most  singular  constancy.  One  section  of  the  letter  is  devoted  to  t^ 
illustration  of  this  principle — ^that  they  are  altogether  a  body,  that  is  to  be 
finally  pervaded,  purifiea  and  made  whole  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  throng 
a  living  union  with  each  other  and  with  Jesus  Christ,  who  was  to  them 
the  head. 

And  so  it  is  no  wonder  to  him  that  in  this  body  there  should  be  a 
great  diversity ;  that  some  should  be  all  brain  and  others  all  heaxt ;  some 
all  ears  and  others  all  eyes ;  some  only  hands,  and  others  only  feet ;  that 
there  should  bo  some  very  noble  and  some  very  mean  members.  If  they 
are  one  body,  it  is  to  be  expected  that  this  wUl  be  so,  of  course,  and  it 
would  only  be  unnatural  if  it  were  not  so. 

JSo  he  makes  this  fact  open  out  two  ways.  To  the  noble  he  says,  You 
can  no  more  find  free  play  for  your  power  without  the  mean  than  the  no- 
ble member  in  the  human  frame  can ;  while  to  the  mean  he  says,  Ton  are 
as  helpless  alone  as  the  meaner  members  of  the  body  are  without  the 
nobler ;  and  it  is  only  needful  that  this  should  be  understood  and  acted  on 
to  establish  the  right  relation  and  use  of  the  whole  body  to  which  yon  all 
belong.  Are  you  a  thinker,  good  at  grappling  with  what  tries  the  brain, 
but  as  void  of  emotion  as  a  piece  of  Aberdeen  granite  ?  You  are  what 
y^ou  were  made  to  be,  the  brain  in  this  body.    Or  are  you  all  emotion, 
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readjf  ^^  &  ^^  ^^Vy  ^  ov^ow  at  the  slighest  sliaking,  and  ready  when 
jouT  heart  is  stirred  for  anything  ?  You  are  the  heart,  and  indispensahle 
to  the  hody  ;  hot  yoQ  are  not  therefore  greatest,  as  yon  are  given  to  im-^ 
agine.  Yon  depend  directly  on  the  brain  yoa  sometimes  despise  for  any 
life  worth  living.  Or,  do  yon  believe  in  doing  things — ^that  the  kingdom 
of  God  Cometh  by  hand  labors  ?  Or  do  yon  see  it  here  already,  in  the 
heart  of  the  summer  flower,  or  the  winter  snow-flake ;  or  do  yon  hear  it 
all  in  music  and  the  melodies  of  nature  ?  Then  you  are  hand,  or  foot^  or 
eye,  or  ear,  and  as  that  you  are  bound  to  be  faithful  to  the  purpose  of 
your  creation. 

Then  a^  there  is  a  noblest  and  a  meanest  membership  in  this  body,  yet 
each  is  indispensable  to  the  whole ;  the  noble  can  never  despise  the  mean 
in  this  relation,  any  more  than  it  can  in  the  liuman  frame.  If  in  this  proper 
humanity  the  brain  could  ever  neglect  to  nerve  the  utmost  tip  of  the  finger, 
or  the  heart  to  send  its  blood  there,  and  not  instantly  find  that  it  suffer- 
ed some  curtailment  of  its  own  power,  there  might  be  such  neglect  of  the 
noblest  tovrard  the  meanest  in  this  larger  life  with  a  similar  impunity. 
But  let  the  brain  neglect  the  finger,  and  that  neglect  reacts  on  the  brain. 
Let  the  heart  fail  to  send  its  tides  to  the  hand  or  foot,  and  there  may 
oome  a  time  when  it  will  be  in  an  agony  to  breaking  for  the  one  to  work 
or  the  other  to  run,  and  they  will  care  no  more  than  if  they  were  dead. 
Nay,  if  you  cut  off  this  vital  interaction  between  the  noblest  and  meanest, 
they  are  dead  to  the  purpose  and  spirit  for  which  they  were  all  made,  and 
there  is  an  end  to  all  fair  hope  and  harmonious  action.  Then  there  is 
one  other  thing  to  be  noticed :  As  there  is  a  noblest  and  meanest,  so 
there  is  a  best  and  worst,  a  membership  healthy  and  sound,  and  a  mem- 
bership dislocated  and  diseased.  These  men  that  are  digging  their  graves 
with  tneir  teeth,  these  others  that  are  getting  drunk  in  the  very  meeting, 
these  that  are  doing  things  the  very  heathen  blush  to  mention — all  this 
wild  and  disgraceful  confusion,  in  the  place  set  apart  for  the  sweet  sancti- 
ties of  worship,  is  proof  that  in  your  body  there  are  diseased  members, 
and  yet  members  that  still  belong  to  you.  You  can  no  more  alter  that 
than  you  can  alter  the  membership  of  yonr  own  fearful  and  wonderful 
frame.  Now  as  members  of  your  body  there  are  two  ways  of  dealing  with 
them.  Yon  can  slive  them  off  and  have  done  with  them,  and  do  the  best 
you  can  without  them  ;  or  you  can  patiently,  carefully  and  wisely  do  the 
best  you  can  to  cure  them.  Do  just  what  a  man  will  do  with  his  hand  or 
foot  when  it  is  diseased ;  hold  on  while  there  is  a  spark  of  hope,  and 
then  hope  against  hope,  and  suffer  and  bear,  and  pray  and  pay ;  and  if 
yon  cannot  make  a  perfect  cure,  make  the  best  you  can,  though  it  be  stiff 
and  scarred  and  halt  forever ;  for  as  much  as  you  save  of  that  member 
yon  save  of  yourself.  Now  this  I  conceive  to  be  the  intimate  truth  of 
Qod  about  the  relation  of  man  to  man  and  of  societies  to  society,  to-day, 
JQst  as  much  as  it  ever  was.  It  is  not  to  be  doubted,  for  instance,  by  any 
w^-read  man  that  we  in  Europe  and  America  have  had  to  suffer  ^om  the 
ravages  of  the  cholera  because  the  heart  and  brain  of  the  world  at  these 
oentres  has  neglected  its  own  extremities  at  the  month  of  the  Ganges  in 
India;  or  that  the  neglect  of  the  peasantry,  by  the  nobles  of  Ireland  and 
Germany,  for  ten  centuries,  found  one  of  its  results  in  the  thick  carnage 
that  filled  with  dead  the  slums  and  rookeries  of  our  great  western  cities 
last  summer. 

Mr.  Baker,  in  his  new  book  of  travels,  has  some  new  things  to  tell  us 
of  the  horrible  ein  of  mannstealing  in  AfHca.  It  is  not  hard  as  yon  read 
to  see  how  it  was  first  of  all  for  an  indifference  in  the  heart  and  brain  of 
2 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


18 

this  nation  to  the  injury  done  to  the  man  awaj  off  at  the  outermost 
edge  uf  oar  common  bamanity,  that  at  last  the  an^rel  smote  with  death 
the  first-born  in  the  homes  of  Nurth  America.  In  this  world-wide  sense 
of  the  truth,  then,  it  is  true  that  whether  we  like  it  or  no,  by  one  spirit 
we  are  all  baptized  into  one  boay,  whether  we  be  Jew  or  Grendle,  bond 
or  free.  We  out  the  connection  at  our  peril.  We  de<^ise  tbe  worst  as  we 
despise  a  dislocated  or  festering  finger.  In  the  whole  vast  range  of  lite 
we  are  every  one  members  one  of  another.  And  I  doubt  not  that,  in 
some  deep  way  we  cannot  at  all  understand,  the  condition  of  every  man 
at  the  torrid  is  interacting  upon  the  condition  of  every  man  at  the  frigid 
cones: 

**For  so  the  whole  round  earth  is  everywhere 
Bound  with  gold  chains  about  the  feet  of  God.'' 

But  it  is  in  a  closer  sense  than  this  that  this  fact  comes  home  to  jon  and 
me.  This  man  Paul  appears  always  to  keep  one  thing  before  him  doee 
and  dear.  It  is  not  that  the  uoble  will  suffer  if  they  neglect  the  base,  so 
much  as  that  if  they  will  they  can  tace  them.  In  this  Go^^pel  of  which  he 
was  an  apostle  this  power  to  save  men  from  their  sin  was  the  great  central, 
yitcd  thing.  It  was  what  a  pure  life-blood  and  abundant  vitality  »  in  a 
man.  Once  get  it  rushing  and  tingling  through  every  vein  and  nerve  of 
the  diseased  or  dead  member,  and  it  will  bring  new  life.  Old  things 
will  pass  away.  All  things  will  become  new.  These  men  and  women, 
bad  as  they  are — gluttons,  drunkards,  fornicators,  fanatics — touched  by 
this  renovating  power,  brought  within  the  circle  of  this  mighty,  merd- 
ful,  healing  spirit,  can  be  saved.  Let  there  be  ever  so  thin  a  thread  of 
this  blessing  of  the  better  life  flowing  from  the  go<id  to  the  bad,  and  there 
is  hope.  It  is  always  the  good  man,  the  good  life,  and  the  good  God  on 
tbe  one  side,  and  the  evil  on  the  other.  And  so  the  charge  to  the  pure 
is,  Get  hold,  if  you  can,  of  tbe  impure  ;  to  the  strong,  Grapple  on  to  tbe 
weak,  with  a  love  that  in  itself  is  life,  believing  all  things,  bearing  aD 
things,  hoping  all  things,  enduring  all  things,  and  never  failing ;  and  then 
what  you  want  to  do  and  ought  to  do  will  be  done. 

Now  then  this  is  the  thing  that  comes  home  to  us  as  the  oonclofflon  of 
the  whole  matter.  We  can  consider,  if  we  will,  our  relation  to  the  whole 
world,  or  to  our  own  land,  or  country,  or  neighborhood,  or  onr  relation  to 
all  as  men  and  women.  The  same  thing  must  always  meet  us  at  every 
turn ;  that  if  we  are  reformers  and  so  pf  .course  reformed,  there  is  a  power 
in  us  that  can  flow  out  to  those  at  the  extremities  of  our  influence,  and  save 
them — if  not  altogether,  then  as  much  as  they  cau  be  saved.  Deformed 
members,like  enough,  and  scarred,  ready  to  break  out  again,  to  give  tronUe 
and  care  and  pain  to  us.  We  can  hold  on  to  them  in  the  best  way  possible 
to  lis  all,  *^  and  faintly  trust  tbe  larger  hope."  To  know  that  what  we 
are  doing  is  not  done  merely  for  that  wretched  drag  of  a  body,  l^nt  for  a 
soul  that  in  some  dim,  blind  way  is  trying  to  attach  itself  to  something 
stronger,  some  thread  perhaps  of  loving-kindness  and  tender  mercy,  and 
olimb  up  by  it  as  well  as  it  can  out  of  the  pit.  Would  you  know  what  is 
my  faith  about  the  brother,  or  friend,  man  or  woman,  you  tned  to  save, 
but  who  went  down  out  of  your  grasp  every  time,  until  at  last  they  sank 
out  of  sight,  and  left  you  with  nothing  but  a  bitter  sense  of  failure,  and  a 
feeling  that  after  all  the  poor  lost  thing  must  carry  wherever  it  goes  some 
spark  of  gratitude  for  what  you  tried  to  do?  I  will  tell  you.  I  believe 
that  if  they  are  not  out  of  the  pit  already,  when  you  enter  the  world  to 
come,  instead  of  your  sitting  down  to  sing  because  yon  are  saved  while  they 
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are  lost,  there  will  oome  a  voioe  out  of  the  mystery  bidding  70a  go 
down  into  hell  to  seek  that  one  soal.  And  somehow  the  feeling  that  it  is 
just  what  you  want  to  do,  as  a  part  of  your  heavenly  felicity,  will  oome 
warm  and  full  to  your  heart ;  and  as  you  go,  the  way  will  open  before 
you,  and  the  horrors  of  the  dark  world  will  stand  back.  And  then,  away 
in  there  you  will  find  those  you  are  seeking,  waiting  and  watching  for 
your  coming,  never  able  to  shake  off  the  hope  that  some  day  you  would 
come ;  waiting  and  watching  with  sad,  patient,  hungry  eyes  for  deliver- 
ance. And  your  arms  and  heart  will  be  very  strong,  so  that  the  gates  of 
liell  shall  not  prevail  against  you.  Indeed,  friends,  there  are  some  that  I 
only  fairly  begin  to  hope  for  when  they  die.  Bom  in  the  thick  of  the 
sins  that  easily  beset  them,  with  a  nature  that  needs  the  most  constant 
<3are  of  the  good  and  pare,  bitten  every  day  they  live  with  the  virus  of 
the  most  baleful  vices,  it  is  only  when  the  Eternal  Mercy  has  caught  them 
out  of  the  world  in  which  all  the  chances  were  against  them  that  the  first 
feir  hope  begins  to  dawn  for  a  better  life. 

Still  it  is  notable  again  that  while  Paul  has  some  consciousness  of  this, 
4knd  a  sense  that  there  may  be  those  in  that  depraved  society  in  Corinth 
it  is  useless  in  this  life  trying  to  save,  he  lets  no  such  sense  for  a  moment 
ohm  his  effort.  Now  is  the  day  of  salvation.  This  whole  conviction 
centred  on  two  things:  first,  while  there  is  life  there  is  hope;  and 
second,  hope  is  likely  to  come  to  its  fair  fruition  through  the  best  endeavor 
of  the  whole  body— head,  heart,  hands,  eyes,  ears— every  power  still  good 
is  to  be  tamed  to  the  salvation  of  whatever  beside  in  the  body  is  smitten 
with  this  leprosy  of  sin.  No  amputation,  no  sliving  away,  while  any  life 
in  the  member  holds  oat  a  hope,  and  no  holding  back  01  any  power  by 
which  snch  bope  ciin  be  realized. 

Now,  I  am  sure  you  have  not  mistaken  me  so  far  as  to  believe  that  the 
final  application  of  my  words  to  saints  and  sinners  alike  is  only  to  be 
found  within  the  circle  of  this  meeting.  In  a  deeper  sense  than  we  can 
realize,  as  a  few  inmiaculate  men  and  women  who  come  here  to  say, 
'^  Gk)d,  we  thank  thee  that  we  are  not  as  others,"  I  affirm  that  there  are 
members  of  this  Longwood  meeting  in  all  the  bridewells  and  prisons  in 
Eastern  Pennsylvania,  and  in  the  lowest  slums  of  Philadelphia;  men  and 
women  doing  things  the  heathen  would  blu^h  to  name. 

Your  Society  is  spread  out  far  and  wide  by  the  natural  and  noble 
breadth  you  have  given  it ;  but  by  the  breadth  the  Spirit  of  Ctod  has 
given  it,  it  spreads  out  wider  still.  For  it  includes  all  the  men,  women,  and 
children  in  this  bind  who  can  be  made  better  by  the  power  and  life  that 
centres  in  this  place,  and  can  be  saved  in  any  way  or  ever  so  little  by  its 
agency.  And  sure  I  a?n  that,  once  fairly  believing  this,  you  will  not  be 
content  only  to  meet  bore  once  a  year,  or  once  a  week,  and  be  a  finger 
pointing  out  a  safe  and  good  landing  to  those  that  are  sinking  down  the 
third  time  into  the  deep  waters ;  a  tongue  talking  about  the  bad  and 
good,  and  bearing  good  "  testimonies,"  but  no  whole  eamest  body,  plung- 
ing in  at  any  risk  to  save  those  that  are  lost.  At  any  risk,  I  say,  friends, 
because  I  would  rather  see  a  man  smitten  with  the  leprosy  himself  in 
trying  to  save  others,  and  die  of  it,  if  that  be  possible,  than  to  see  him 
a  saint  of  as  pure  a  snintliness  as  John  through  secluding  himself  from 
^very  sight  and  sound  that  might  speck  the  spotlessness  of  his  robe,  and 
letting  the  fiend  have  .his  fiing.  And  it  only  needs  that  there  be  in  this 
body  of  youm,  first,  what  this  man  wanted  to  see  in  Oorinth,  a  real  union 
of  every  power  for  good  against  every  power  for  evil,  to  make  you  all 
you  can  be  ;  that  you  shall  not  rely  in  the  least  on  the  Lord  in  what  yon 
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ought  to  do  jounelves ;  thonffh  if  a  blunt  aze,  with  God's  bkesiiig,  wonM 
oat  as  well  as  a  sharp  aze  wi^ont  it,  I  am  not  sure  that  there  is  a  man  in 
the  LoDgwood  meeting  that  woald  buy  a  grindstone.  What  the  Lord  baa 
laid  on  you  that  you  must  do,  as  well  for  the  sake  of  those  that  are  to  be 
saved  through  you  as  for  your  own  sakes.  If  the  evil  one  is  spending  a 
doUar  to  entrap  a  soul  where  you  spend  only  a  sLzpenoe  to  save  it,  I  see 
no  reason  why  you  ought  to  win  if  you  have  the  dollar. 

We  hear  not  seldom  how  little  religious  men  have  done.  It  is  beeanee 
they  are  so  feebly  religious  in  this  great  matter  of  uniting  with  all  their 
might  and  all  their  means  in  the  work  tJiey  have  got  to  da  I(  ii»tead  of 
insisting  that  others  should  do  what  they  have  no  taste  or  &cnlty  for  do- 
ing, say  so  many  prayers  and  believe  so  many  unbelievable  dogmas,  re- 
ligion (so-oalled)  had  always  insisted  on  the  oonseoration  of  ^e  native 
power  of  the  man  to  the  oommonwealtb  of  humanity,  and  had  said,  that 
is  the  direotest  possible  way  to  the  everlasting  life— -said  to  every  man  and 
woman.  Here  now,  you  stand  for  something  very  noble  and  useful  to  the 
service  of  humanity,  through  your  hands,  or  eyes,  or  ears,  or  heart,  or 
brain ;  all  heaven  is  coming  down  to  earth  that  can  oome  through  such  a 
channel ;  the  water  of  life*  God  has  "given  you  can  put  out  the  fires  of 
hell — see  that  it  is  done ;  you  are  sent  to  save  that  which  was  lost — f^ 
not  of  that,  and  then  you  will  save  youmelf.  God  does  not  wact  to  hear 
from  yon  much  about  yourself-— he  likes  egotism  no  better  than  the  rest 
of  us :  but  he  will  listen  for  ever  and  give  for  ever  while  you  cry  and  ask 
for  others.  Oh,  friends,  if  tbis  could  once  be  the  common  oonviotioD  (^ 
the  whole  body  caUing  itself  Christian,  th^i  the  kingdom  of  God  would 
be  in  every  place.  That  it  may  be  in  tnis  place,  where  so  many  hopes  of 
those  that  watch  for  the  hope  of  humanity  centre,  is  one  of  the  dearest 
longings  of  my  souL  May  the  Great  Spirit,  in  which  we  all  live  snd 
move  and  have  our  being,  fill  you  as  one  body  with  its  grace,  and  make 
yon  so  strong  and  wise,  so  earnest  and  full  of  its  own  divine  energy,  that 
theLongwoi^  meeting  may  always  be  able  to  cry  to  the  wretched,  ruined^ 
and  enslaved,  **  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  God  is  upon  me,  because  tbe  Lord 
hath  anointed  me  to  preach  good  tidings  unto  the  meek ;  he  hath  sent  me 
to  bind  op  the  broken-hearted,  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the  oi^tives,  and 
the  opening  of  the  prison  to  them  that  are  bound." 
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The  Sixteenth  Yearly  Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends  con- 
vened at  LoDgwood,  Chester  Co.,  Pa.,  on  Fifth  day,  the  4th  of  Sixth 
month,  1868,  at  11  o'clock  A.  M. 

Anna  Mart  Marshall,  one  of  the  Clerks,  read  the  call,  as 
follows : 

The  Sixteenth  Yearly  Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends  will  convene  in 
Longwood  meeting-house,  near  Hamorton,  Chester  Co.,  Pa.,  on  Fifth  day, 
the  4th  of  Sixth  month,  1868,  at  11  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  continne  three 
days.  The  friends  of  "  pure  and  undefiled  religion " — the  religion  of 
humanity — whatever  may  be  their  theological  views  or  their  denomina- 
tional relations,  are  cordially  invited  to  participate  in  all  the  duties, 
privileges,  and  pleasures  of  the  occasion ;  to  unite  with  us,  not  in  "  doubt- 
ful disputatious  "  of  creed  and  ceremony,  but  in  the  discussion  of  the  living, 
practical,  vital  questions  of  the  time,  aod  in  devising  ways  and  means  for 
a  higher  moral  and  spiritual  culture,  and  for  the  universal  dissemination 
of  those  principles  of  jnstice,  purity,  and  progress  which  find  their  best 
illustration  in  the  teaching  and  example  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth.  It  is  our 
aim  to  secure  the  highest  advantages  of  religious  association  and  fellow- 
ship, avoiding  the  narrowness  of  prescribed  creeds  and  forms,  and  the 
petty  ambitions  and  conflicts  of  sects.  Accepting  gratefully  all  of  truth 
that  has  been  revealed  through  the  prophets  and  teachers  of  tbe  past,  we 
desire  to  keep  our  minds  and  hearts  ever  open  to  fresh  manifestations  of 
the  Divine  Will,  believing  as  we  do  that  God  is  as  near  to  his  children  in 
this  as  he  was  in  any  past  age,  and  that  it  is  no  less  our  privilege  than  it 
was  that  of  men  of  the  olden  time  to  be  quickened  and  led  by  the  illumi- 
nations of  his  Spirit.  It  is  our  object  to  apply  the  truth,  whether  new  or 
old,  to  every  institution,  law  and  custom  of  society,  to  the  end  that  all 
unrighteousness  and  ii\justice  may  be  abolished,  and  the  will  of  God  be 
done  on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven. 

OuvEB  Johnson,  {  pj.^i.^ 

Anna  Maby  Marshall,  f  ^^^^'^' 

"  The  Lord's  Prayer  "  was  then  chanted. 
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Oliysb  Johnson  presented  obituary  tribntea  to  six  bebved 
friends  wbo  bave  died  since  our  last  meeting,  yiz. :  Pcsir  Cloid, 
Esther  Hates,  Jacob  Peibce,  Thomas  Bobton,  Rachel  Garuit, 
and  Thomas  Hamblston. 

Tbe  beautiful  hymn,  "  Shall  we  meet  beyond  the  rirer?"  im 
sung ;  and  then,  after  appropriate  and  impressiye  remarks  hj  Wil- 
liam LLOTn  Garrison,  Altred  H.  Loye,  Sarah  T.  H.  Piaisok, 
and  John  0.  Jackson,  the  obituaries  were  adopted. 

Letters  were  received  from  Thomas  Garrett  (who,  to  t!w  ifgret 
of  all,  was  prerented  by  sickness  from  meeting  with  us),  Emab 
BucKivoHAM  (Unitarian  minister,  formerly  of  Troy),  OscAt  Cixn 
(Unitarian  minister,  of  Yineland,  N.  J.),  Luot  Stoke,  Frakgis  D. 
Gaqe,  and  Jacob  L.  Brotherton.  These  letters,  expressing  is  tbej 
did  a  warm  interest  in  our  meeting,  and  breathing  a  spirit  of  earnest 
good-will,  were  received  with  satisfaction. 

A  Committee  to  settle  with  the  Treasurer,  and  to  nomiMte 
Treasurer  and  Clerks  for  the  year  ensuing,  was  chosen,  as  follois: 
Elias  Warbass,  Elizabeth  Jackson,  Sarah  Marsh  BiWfiM, 
Allen  Agnew,  J.  William  Cox. 

A  Committee  to  prepare  business  for  the  meeting  was  appointed, 
vif. :  Wm.  Llotd  Garrison,  Bichard  D.  Webb,  Henrt  Blaschaid, 
J.  W.  Thorne,  Olfver  Johnson,  John  G.  Jackson,  Pinah  Mcf- 
benhall,  Philena  Heald,  Alvreb  H.  Love,  Mart  E.  Fctnax. 

afternoon  session. 

The  hymn,  "  While  Thee  I  seek,  Protecting  Power,"  was  Bung; 
and  then  Henrt  Blanchard  (Independent  Universalistminis^?^ 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.)  delivered  a  brief  but  very  impressive  discowBew 
"  Individual  Besponsibility."  He  was  followed  by  Aloikpa  Wilhi"'' 
who  spoke  at  some  length  in  behalf  of  the  reforms  which  daime^  »« 
attention  of  the  meeting. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  settle  with  the  Treasurer  reported t 
balance  in  his  hands,  after  defraymg  all  the  expenses  of  the  year,  of 
$68  70.  They  also  reported  that  a  bequest  of  $150  had  been  it- 
ceived  from  Mart  H.  Watson,  deceased,  late  of  St  Paul,  MinnesoU, 
and  that  the  interest  on  the  same  amounted  to  $15  67— making  we 
whole  sum  $165  67.  On  motion  of  Chandler  Darlington,  it  ^ 
voted  unanimously  to  place  this  sum  in  the  hands  of  tbe  Tw^  ^ 
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LoDgwood  meetiDg-hoase,  to  be  expended  in  keeping  the  house  and 
grounds  in  proper  repair. 

The  same  Committee  nominated  for  Clerks  Oliver  Johnson  and 
Anna  Mart  Marshall,  and  for  Treasurer  Isaac  Mbnbenhall  ;  and 
thej  were  appointed  accordingly. 

William  Lloyd  Garrison,  from  the  Business  Committee,  pre- 
sented a  Testimony  on  Temperance,  which  led  to  a  very  earnest  dis- 
cussion, in  which  the  following  persons  took  part:  Ltdia  Price, 
Dr.  Sumner  Stebbins,  John  Wat,  Lewis  Marshall,  Wm.  Llotd 
Garrison,  Sarah  T.  H.  Pearson,  Deborah  Butler,  Oliver  John- 
son, Chandler  Darlington,  Alfred  H.  Lovb,  J.  W.  Thorne,  and 
Richard  D.  Webb,  of  Dublin,  Lreland. 


SECOND  DAT. 

The  hymn,  "  When  all  thy  mercies,  0  my  God,"  was  sung. 

J.  M.  McKim,  on  behalf  of  the  Business  Committee,  presented  a 
Testimony  setting  forth  our  duties  to  the  Frecdmen.  An  interesting 
and  animated  discussion  ensued,  in  which  Samuel  J.  Mat,  3,  M. 
McKiM,  Robert  Purvis,  J.  H.  MoEl'Ret  (Rector  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  at  Kennctt  Square),  and  Wm.  Llotd  Garrison  took  part. 

avternoon  session. 

The  lines  of  Julia  Ward  Howe,  "  Mine  eyes  have  seen  the  glory 
of  the  coming  of  the  Lord,"  were  sung  to  the  well-known  "  John 
Brown  "  tune,  many  of  the  audience  joining  in  the  chorus. 

The  meeting  then  proceeded  to  the  work  of  collecting  money  to 
defray  its  expenses  for  the  ensuing  year.  The  sum  of  $147  97  was 
collected. 

The  meeting  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Testimony 
concerning  the  Freedmen;  and,  after  remarks  by  J.  M.  McKim, 
Fielder  Israel  (pastor  of  the  Unitarian  Church  in  Wilmington,  Del.), 
J.  W.  Thorne,  Alfred  H.  Love,  Robert  Purvis,  Chandler  Dar- 
lington, Oliver  Johnson,  Wm.  Llotd  Garrison,  Lewis  Thompson, 
and  Dr.  C.  B.  Purvis,  it  was  unanimously  adopted. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  on  "the  relations  of 
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money  and  the  rate  of  interest  to  the  reward  of  labor,"  presented 
by  Mary  K.  Putnam,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  were  adopted : 

Whereas^  The  wealth  of  this  nation,  like  that  of  the  older  civilized 
nations,  is  rapidly  acoamalating  in  the  hands  of  a  comparative]^  few' 
persons;  and  as  it  appears  evident,  from  the  insufficient  reward  of 
lahor  and  the  prevalence  of  pauperism  and  crime,  that  a  republican 
form  of  government  is  not  in  Itself  a  security  against  the  oppression  of 
the  producing  classes ;  and  whereasy  that  part  of  the  workingmen  of  this 
country  represented  in  the  National  Labor  Congress  at  Chicago  in  the 
summer  of  1867,  in  their  "Platform  of  Principles,"  declared  that  **  money 
is  the  medium  of  distribution  to  non-producing  capital  and  producing 
labor,  the  rate  of  interest  determining  what  proportion  of  the  products 
of  labor  shall  be  awarded  to  capital  for  its  use  and  what  to  labor  for  its 
productions  ;'*  and  tDhereas,  the  same  Congress  further  declared,  in  sob- 
stance,  that  the  institution  of  a  national  government  currency  upon  a  new 
principle,  and  at  a  low  and  uniform  rate  of  interest,  is  the  only  funda- 
mental remedy  for  the  wrongs  under  which  they  suffer ; 

Resoltedy  That  this  meeting,  which  has  always  felt  a  profound  sym- 
pathy with  efforts  to  improve  the  condition  of  society,  especially  by  the 
abrogation  of  oppressive  statutes  and  the  establishment  of  laws  calcu- 
lated to  do  impartial  justice,  deems  this  subject  of  the  relations  of  money 
and  the  rate  of  interest  to  the  reward  of  labor  worthy  of  its  attention; 
and  since  it  requires  mature  consideration,  we  will  appoint  a  committee 
to  investigate  the  matter  and  report  upon  it  at  the  next  Yearly  Meeting. 

Mart  K.  Putnam,  Henry  Blanchard,  John  G.  Jackson,  SAimu. 
J.  Mat,  and  Lewis  Thompson,  were  appointed  as  the  Committee 
provided  for  in  the  above  resolution. 

Wm.  Llotd  Garrison,  from  the  Business  Committee,  presented 
a  Testimony  on  the  Bights  of  Woman,  prepared  for  the  meeting  by 
LucT  Stone.  After  interesting  remarks  by  Samuel  J.  Mat,  Al- 
PRE!)  H.  Love,  J.  H.  McEl'Ret,  Thomas  Bobebts,  Dr.  C.  B.  Pea- 
Tis,  Deborah  Butler,  and  Wh.  Lloyd  Garrison,  it  was  unani- 
mously adopted. 

The  song,  "  God  Speed  the  Bight,"  was  sung. 

THIBD  DAY. 

The  hymn,  "  Nearer,  my  G^d,  to  Thee,"  was  sung ;  after  which 
Deborah  Butler  offered  up  a  fervent  prayer  for  the  Divine  presence 
and  blessing. 

Wm.  Lloyd  Garrison,  on  behalf  of  the  Business  Committee, 
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presented  several  Testimonies ;  and  that  on  Colored  Saffirage  at  the 
North  was  taken  up  for  consideration.  The  remainder  of  the  morn- 
ing session  was  occupied  in  earnest  discussion ;  Henrt  Blanghard, 
EiELBSB  IsRABL  (Unitarian  minister,  of  Wilmington,  bel.),  Bobert 
Purvis,  J.  W.  Thorns,  J.  H.  McEl'Rbt,  and  W.  L.  Garrison, 
taking  part. 

afternoon  session. 

A,  new  version  of  the  "  John  Brown  song,"  by  Deborah  Webb, 
of  Dublin,  Ireland,  was  sung. 

The  Testimony  on  Colored  Suffage  at  the  North  was  taken  up, 
and,  after  earnest  addresses  by  Anna  E.  Dickinson  and  Wm.  Lloyd 
Garrison,  it  was  adopted  unanimously. 

The  Testimony  on  tho  Treatment  of  Criminals  (prepared  by 
James  Freeman  Clarke,  pastor  of  the  ^  Church  of  the  Disciples," 
in  Boston),  was  next  considered.  Remarks  were  offered  by  Alfred 
H.  Love,  Henry  Blanghard,  Chandler  Darlington,  Dr.  John 
Cameron,  Fielder  Israel,  Willard  H.  Hinckley  (pastor  of  the 
"New  Jerusalem"  Church  in  Wilmington,  Del.),  J.  W.  Thorne, 
Angelina  Wickersham,  and  Bichard  D.  Webb.  The  Testimony 
was  adopted. 

Lydia  Price  addressed  the  meeting  in  a  very  feeling  and  im- 
pressive manner,  entreating  all  those  present  to  consecrate  themselves, 
heart  and  soul,  and  in  the  spirit  of  love,  to  the  work  of  progress  and 
reform. 

The  Testimony  relating  to  the  Indians  was  next  considered,  and, 
after  remarks  by  Alfred  H.  Love,  adopted. 

The  song,  "  Where  Liberty  dwells,  there  is  my  country,"  was 
sung. 

The  Testimony  on  Peace  was  adopted  without  discussion. 

Chandler  Darlington  presented  the  following  resolution,  and  it 
was  unanimously  adopted : 

Resolvedy  That  we  claim  not  as  a  prerogative,  nor  inculcate  as  a  duty, 
the  teachiog  of  any  creed  or  opinion  in  relation  to  what  may  bo.  oar  con- 
dition in  a  life  to  come ;  nor  do  we  dogmatically  declare  the  terms  which 
shall  be  the  most  fitting  preparation  for.  that  state;  nor  would  we  dis^ 
courikge  the  widest  range  of  thought  a^d.the  freest  expression  of  opinion 
on  any  subject  deemed  either  sacred  or  profane,  on  which  opinions  can 
be  supposed  in  the  remotest  degree  to  f^ffect  onr  welfare  in  ^is  life  or  a 
life  to  come. 
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Lewis  Marshall  offered  the  following  resolation,  and  it  was 
unanimously  adopted : 

Besohed,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  are  dae  and  are  herebj 
tendered  to  John  Hxokhan,  for  his  fearless  and  able  effort  in  the 
Legislature  of  Pemisylvania,  at  its  last  session,  to  procure  an  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  State  gnaranteeing  the  right  of  suffrage  to  the 
people  of  color ;  and  also  to  the  other  members  of  the  same  body  who 
supported  that  measure. 

Oliver  Johnson  presented  the  following  resolution,  and  it  wis 
adopted  unanimooslj  and  heartily : 

Resolted,  That  our  thanks  ore  hereby  presented  to  Isabella  and 
Addib  Pabkkr,  and  to  Nathan  and  Lillian  W.  Sears,  for  the  excellent 
music  which  has  given  us  all  so  much  pleasure,  and  added  so  mnch  to 
the  interest  of  our  meetings. 

After  earnest  remarks  by  J.  W.  Thobnb,  Henry  Blaschabd, 
Isaac  Bumtord,  J.  H.  McEl^Rbt,  Chandler  Darlington,  Sarah 
T.  H.  Pearson,  Jambs  Jackson,  Olitbr  Johnson,  Deborah  Bctlbi, 
and  Wm.  Lloyd  Garrison,  tho  meeting  closed  for  the  present  year 
with   singing    the  following   parting   song — words  by  Thbodoee 

TiLTON  : 

Now  one  last  song,  and  then  we  part ; 

How  swiftly  time  is  winging! 
But  sweet  are  farewells  of  the  heart, 
f      TV  hen  they  are  said  in  singing. 
The  roses  climb  the  garden  wall ; 

The  buds  are  past  their  blowing ; 
The  summer's  breezy  voices  call, 
And  we  must  now  be  going. 

We  linger  in  our  parting  song; 

We  praise  Thee  as  we  sever; 
The  summer  days  will  not  be  long, 

Ere  we  shall  praise  forever. 
All  hail  I  then  for  the  Summer  Land, 

Where  blossoms  never  wither  I 
Though  here  we  drop  each  other's  hand,    , 

We  keep  our  journey  thither ! 


Oliver  Johnson,  )  Clerks. 

Anna  Mary  Mabshall,  j 


The  meeting  for  1869  will  convene  on  the  first  Fifth  day  id  ^^ 
Sixth  month. 
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I.— THE  FREEDMEN. 

The  cause  of  the  Southern  freedmen,  being  of  grave  and  pressing  im- 
portance, specially  cluims  the  attention  of  the  meeting,  and  calls  for  a 
clear  and  emphatic  utterance  in  its  behalf. 

The  glorious  revolution  from  which  our  country  is  emerging  will 
not  be  complete  till  all  distinctions  of  race  and  color  are  forever  abol- 
ished ;  nor  will  our  duty  to  the  black  man  be  fully  discharged  till  he  is 
secured  in  the  possession  and  exercise  of  all  the  rights  that  belong  to 
other  citizens. 

Without  a  doubt,  the  paramount  need  of  these  newly  emancipated 
people  at  the  present  moment  is  education.  Indispensable  to  them  as  is 
the  ballot,  as  a  means  of  personal  protection,  not  less  necessary  are  the 
opportunities  and  advantages  of  school  education.  '^Knowledge  is 
power,"  and  power  which  cannot  be  transcended  by  any  conferred  by 
political  franchise.  Our  duty,  therefore,  individually  and  as  a  body,  is 
to  demand  for  the  black  man  all  the  rights  and  immunities  enjoyed  under 
the  Government  by  other  citizens,  and  to  give  to  him,  to  the  extent  of 
our  ability,  tiie  means  and  benefits  of  elementary  education. 

We  rejoice  with  exceeding  great  joy  in  view  of  what  has  already  been 
accomplished  in  the  political  elevation  and  intellectual  improvement  of 
the  colored  people.  The  more  than  two  thousand  schools  which  have 
been  established  in  the  Southern  States  by  the  philanthropy  and  public 
spirit  of  the  North ;  the  two  hundred  thousand  pupils  who  have  been  di- 
rectly and  indirectly  brought  under  instruction  by  these  schools;  the 
avidity  and  aptness  to  learn  of  these  pupils,  and  the  visible  improvement, 
social  and  material,  noticeable  in  every  neighborhood  where  one  of  these 
simple  seminaries  has  been  fairly  established,  are  just  cause  of  lively  sat- 
isfaction to  all  right-minded  people,  and  an  argument  for  faithful  perse- 
verance in  a  work  which  has  already  accomplished  such  beneficent  re- 
sults. 

Our  grateful  acknowledgments  are  due  to  all  the  Freedmen's  associa- 
tions of  tJie  country,  by  whatsoever  name  called,  or  on  whatsoever  prin- 
ciples conducted,  for  what  they  have  done  for  the  black  man  since  his 
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•mancipation ;  but  our  especial  eympathies  are  with  those  who  aim  to 
carry  on  this  work  without  reference  to  denominational  linos  or  eectarian 
interests,  and  who  place  the  enterprise  on  the  broad  basis  of  a  common 
welfare  and  a  conmion  religion. 

"We  have  learned  with  pleasure  of  the  liberal  part  taken  by  sympa- 
thizing friends  abroad  in  the  maintenance  and  promotion  of  this  work. 
The  fact  that  British  people  have  given,  since  ^e  beginning  of  the  war, 
nearly  a  million  of  dollars  for  the  benefit  of  the  Freedmen,  should  be 
made  a  matter  of  admiring  and  especial  record.  And  the  munificence  of 
British  Friends,  who  have  taken  a  leading  part  in  this  enterprise,  and 
who  have  perhaps  done  more  than  any  other  class  of  people  abroad  fi>r 
its  promotion,  is  a  feature  in  the  work  which  calls  for  especial  mention, 
and  demands  a  thankful  acknowledgment  from  this  meeting. 

II.— COLORED  SUFFRAGE  AT  THE  NORTEL  . 

Thb  continued  proscription  of  the  colored  citizens  of  Pennsylvania 
and  other  Northern  States,  with  regard  to  the  right  of  suffrage^  while 
the  most  ignorant  and  degraded  of  our  foreign  population  are  clothed 
with  that  right,  is  an  act  of  extreme  injustice,  based  upon  a  vulgar  and 
cruel  prejudice,  and  is  therefore  utterly  indefensible,  whether  on  the 
score  of  principle  or  policy.  Hence,  it  ought  not  to  be  tolerated  any 
longer,  on  any  pretext,  or  to  subserve  any  party  ends  whatsoever,  but 
demands  of  every  man  claiming  the  ballot  for  himself,  and  having  it 
in  his  possession,  the  strongest  condemnation,  and  a  resolute  purpose  to 
leave  nothing  undone  to  procure  its  removal.  Its  inexcusablenees  be- 
comes all  the  more  glaring  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  freedmen  of  the 
South,  through  the  reconstruction  acts  of  Congress,  are  in  possession  of 
the  elective  franchise,  and  in  its  exercise  are  evincing  a  discretion  and  an 
intelligence  which  extort  expressions  of  surprise  and  commendation  even 
from  those  who  have  hitherto  been  their  enemies — actively  participating 
in  the  formation  of  the  various  State  Grovemments  at  the  South,  and  in 
the  election  of  Senators  and  Representatives  to  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  This  proscription  is  an  insult  to  human  nature  itself,  grievous 
in  its  effects  upon  the  condition  of  its  victims,  in  violation  of  the  letter 
and  spirit  of  the  Golden  Rule,  and  in  direct  conflict  with  the  funda- 
mental principles  and  doctrines  set  forth  in  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence. It  dishonors  the  State  which  affixes  it,  and  weakens  the  founda- 
tions of  government.  All  attempts  to  justify  or  excuse  its  infliction  serve 
only  to  demonstrate  that  it  is  born  of  aristocratic  pride  of  caste  and 
unchristian  hatred  of  race. 

The  friends  of  liberty  and  equality  must  not  be  discouraged  by  the 
failure  of  any  attempt  hitherto  made  in  Pennsylvania  to  efface  this  stigma 
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from  the  Constitution  of  the  State.  Their  duty  is  equally  plain  and  im- 
perative ;  it  is  to  make  renewed  and  more  determined  efforts  for  such  an 
amendment  of  that  instrument  as  shall  aholish  all  complexional  distinc- 
tions with  reference  to  the  hallot,  and  mate  it  conform  to  the  principles 
of  impartial  jnstice  and  the  claims  of  equal  citizenship. 

IIL—TEMPERANCE. 

"We  are  impelled  to  renew,  with  all  possible  earnestness,  our  oft-re- 
peated testimony  against  the  use,  as  a  beverage,  of  any  intoxicating 
liquor,  believing  such  use  to  be  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  health,  and 
therefore  wrong ;  against  the  trafBo  in  intoxicating  drinks,  as  tending 
directly  and  powerfully  to  demoralize  society,  and  leading  inevitably  to 
an  augmentation  of  poverty,  insanity,  misery  and  crime ;  and  in  favor 
of  TOTAL  ABSTmENCB  as  the  duty  of  individuals,  and  of  peohibition  as 
the  duty  of  the  Government.  We  call  upon  every  friend  of  humanity, 
and  especially  upon  those  whose  standing  in  society  gives  power  to  their 
example,  to  banish  from  their  houses  every  means  of  intoxication,  to  do 
all  in  their  power  to  train  the  young  in  habits  of  sobriety,  and  to  labor 
with  might  and  main  to  suppress  every  dram-shop  in  the  land.  We 
lament  the  prevalence  of  intoxication  among  our  public  men,  regarding 
it  as  one  of  the  most  alarming  of  evils ;  and  we  hold  it  to  be  the  duty  of 
the  friends  of  morality  to  take  care  not  to  elevate  to  oflBces  of  trust  and 
honor  those  who  "  put  an  enemy  in  their  mouths  to  steal  away  their 
brains." 

We  desire  also  to  record  our  testimony  once  more  against  the  use  of 
tobacco,  believing  it  to  be  exceedingly  pernicious  in  its  effeds  upon  the 
human  system,  and  to  involve  habits  of  unoleanliness  repugnant  to  a  pure 
taste,  and  therefore  degrading.  It  is  melancholy  to  reflect  that,  in  tliis 
country,  an  amount  of  money  suflScient  to  educate  every  child,  and  pay 
all  the  necessary  expenses  of  an  economical  government,  is  expended  for 
a  stimulant  injurious  to  the  human  system,  and  leading  to  habits  that  not 
only  shock  a  refined  taste,  but  tend  to  itnpair  the  intellect  and  blunt  the 
moral  sense.  We  "would  extend  to  the  unfortunate  victims  of  this  habit 
all  the  sympathy  and  patience  which  their  case  requires;  but  we  deem  it 
our  duty  to  warn  the  young  against  following  their  pernicious  example, 
and  to  do  all  in  our  power  to  expose  the  manifold  evils  of  smoking,  chew- 
ing and  snuffing. 

We  hear  with  deep  regret  that  opium — ^in  some  respects  a  more  bane- 
ful stimulant  than  tobacco,  or  even  alcohol — is  extensively  used  in  many 
parts  of  our  country,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  health,  intellect,  and 
conscience  of  all  who  are  thereby  ensnared.  The  secrecy  with  which 
this  stimulant  may  be  taken  gives  it  a  great  power  over  multitudes  who 
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would  be  deterred  by  Booial  and  moral  inflaences  from  the  use  of  intoxi- 
oatiDg  liqaora.  We  deem  it  our  duty,  therefore,  to  warn  everj  one,  and 
eapeoiaily  the  yoong,  againat  a  drag  whioh  works  with  sabtle  bat  deadlj 
effect  upon  the  mental  aa  well  as  tlie  physical  organism,  leading  often  to 
insanity  and  premature  death. 

IV.— THE  RIGUTS  OF  WOMAN. 

Wk  hall  with  great  satisfaction  the  rapid  growth  of  public  sentiment, 
on  the  question  of  the  civil  and  political  equality  of  Woman.  Daring 
the  late  campaign  in  Kansas,  the  fact  that  clergymen  of  all  denomina- 
tions, Old  and  New  School  Presbyterians,  Congregationalists,  Metho- 
dists, Baptists,  etc.,  gave  active  and  earnest  support  to  the  caase  of 
woman^s  suffrage ;  the  fact  that  in  several  Gonfereuoes  of  Methodist  and 
Congregational  churches  it  has  been  urged  that  the  right  to  vote  on  all 
questions  that  concerned  those  bodies  should  be  based  on  membership 
and  not  on  sex ;  the  fact  that  the  Chief-Justice  of  the  United  Stat^  puts 
on  record  his  opinion,  that  ^'  there  is  no  end  to  the  good  that  will  come 
by  woman's  suffrage  " ;  the  fact  that  members  of  Congress  and^otber  gen- 
tlemen of  eminence  issued  an  *'  appeal  to  the  voters  of  the  United 
States  ^'  for  woman's  suffrage ;  the  fact  that  the  press  of  this  country  and 
of  Europe  is  freely  discussing  the  subject,  all  show  that  the  centres  of 
influence  are  taking  the  right  side. 

While  we  reverently  thank  God  for  these  indications  of  favor  to  Uom 
cause,  we  must  still  admonish  the  people  that  there  can  be  no  hope  of 
national  safety  or  peace  so  long  as  the  great  principle  of  "  the  consent  of 
the  governed  "  is  not  applied  to  Woman. 

We  charge  every  man  by  his  own  self-respect,  and  by  the  love  he 
bears  his  mother,  to  see  to  it  that  the  women  of  this  country  shaU  not 
be  compelled  to  take  apolitical  rank  below  the  most  ignorant  and  degraded 
man,  and  on  a  level  with  the  unpardoned  rebels,  who  are  deprived  of 
their  votes  as  a  punishment  for  the  crime  of  treason. 

Lastly,  we  charge  Woman  h^self  to  shake  off  the  incubus  imposed 
by  the  constant  teaching  that  she  has  ''  no  business  to  meddle  with  pol- 
itics." Let  her  remember  that  every  thing  which  concerns  the  well-being 
of  the  human  family  concerns  her ;  that  the  laws  which  are  to  be  the 
blessing  or  the  bane  of  herself  and  her  children  should  be  her  care. 

v.— TREATMENT  OF  CRIMINALS. 

1.  A  DisTiNGTioN  should  bo  made  and  kept  in  mind  between  crime 
and  sin.  Sin  is  the  violation  of  Gk>d's  law;  crime,  that  of  man.  Sm 
is  to  be  punished  by  God ;  crime  is  to  be  restramed,  and  prevented,  by 
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man.  Sin  inyolves  guilt;  bat  erime  may  be  only  misfortone.  God,  who 
knows  the  heart,  who  sees  what  is  done  or  what  is  resisted,  God  alone 
can  punish.  Man,  who  knows  so  little  of  the  drcamstances  and  nothing 
of  the  motive,  can  only  do  his  best  to  restrain  and  reform. 

2.  As  soon  as  a  crimihal  is  in  the  hands  of  the  State,  and  is  put  in 
prison,  he  ceases  to  be  dangerous  to  the  community;  bat,  unless  he  is 
reformed  before  he  goes  out,  he  will  then  become  dangerous  again. 
Therefore  the  interest  of  the  community  requh*es  that  all  possible  efforts 
should  be  made  to  reform  him,  so  as  to  send  him  out  of  prison  a  useful 
member  of  society.  It  is  a  greater  advantage  to  society  that  crime  should 
be  prevented  by  the  reform  of  the  criminal,  than  that  it  should  be  pun- 
ished when  committed.  In  order  to  reform  prisoners,  all  bad  influences 
should  be  shut  out  of  prison,  and  all  good  ones  let  in.  Shut  out  from  the 
prisoner  bad  society  by  separate  cells  for  sleep ;  shut  out  strong  drink, 
tobacco,  bad  books,  &c, ;  and  let  in  good  influence  in  the  form  of  friendly 
visitors,  kind  advisers,  good  books,  moral  instruction,  worship,  innocent 
recreation,  interesting  work.  You  do  not  cure  the  criminal  by  making 
him  unhappy  in  prison,  but  by  making  him  happy.  The  first  course  makes 
him  sour,  vindictive,  angry,  full  of  hate;  the  other  gives  him  hope,  sym- 
pathy with  good  men,  interest  in  good  things.  There  is  no  danger  of 
making  the  prison  too  attractive  by  this  course,  as  unpractical  people 
sometimes  think.  A  prison  can  never  be  made  an  object  of  desire,  do 
what  you  will. 

3.  Especially,  to  reform  a  criminal,  you  must  make  use  of  the  great 
motive,  Hope.  Hitherto,  the  prisons  have  been  governed,  mainly,  by 
fear.  But  fear  can  only  keep  a  man  from  growing  worse ;  it  can  never 
make  him  better.  In  the  Irish  prisons,  and  that  on  Norfolk's  Island,* 
where  good  behavior  is  rewarded  by  new  privileges,  greater  liberty,  more 
leisure  for  reading,  &c.,  the  effect  on  the  prisoners  has  been  marvellous. 
It  may  be  laid  down  as  an  axiom  in  prison  discipline  that,  by  a  system 
of  rewards  for  good  conduct,  almost  all  criminals  may  be  greatly,  if  not 
wholly,  reformed. 

4.  But  the  only  effectual  and  perfect  system  of  prison  discipline  de- 
pends on  a  reform  in  penal  legislation.  Criminals  should  be  sentenced, 
not  for  a  definite  period,  but  until  they  are  fit  to  come  out.  As  Judges 
are  often  appointed  to  office  during  good  hehacior,  so  prisoners  should  be 
sentenced  during  bad  behavior.  This  requires  a  series  of  graded  prisons 
in  every  State,  arranged  on  a  scale  of  greater  and  less  privation  and 
privilege.  Every  orimical  should  be  sent  first  to  the  lowest  grade  of 
prison,  where  he  has  the  maximum  of  restraint,  and  the  minimum  of 
privilege.  As  soon  as  it  appears,  by  certain  fixed  principles  of  examina- 
tion, that  ho  has  secured  a  precise  rank,  or  reached  a  certain  point  of 

'    *  Soo  Election  Sennon  hy  James  Frcemaii  Clarke,  before  tbe  Mflat.  LegtsUtare,  1898b 
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good  behavior,  he  id  transferred  to  the  second  grade  of  prisons,  where 
he  has  less  restraiDt  and  more  privilege.  If  it  is  explained  to  him  that 
he  v^ill  receive  good  marks  for  industry,  neatness,  civilitj,  attention  to 
his  vrork,  &c,  and  that  a  certain  number  of  good  marks  will  insore  bis 
being  transferred  to  a  higher  grade  of  prison,  he  has  a  motive  for  labor. 
iPrison  government  is  no  longer  one  of  will,  but  of  law.  He  does  not 
depend  on  the  caprice  of  his  jailer,  or  the  accident  of  a  good  or  bad 
officer ;  he  has  his  condition  in  his  own  hands. 

According  to  this  system,  no  one  would  leave  the  prison  except  by 
graduating  from  the  highest  grade  of  prison,  which  would  be  hardly  any 
prison  at  all,  but  one  where  there  was  a  minimum  of  restraint,  and  a 
maximum  of  privilege.  In  this  grade  of  prison,  the  occupants  would  be 
trusted,  sent  out  on  errands,  allowed  to  visit  their  friends,  paid  for  th^r 
work,  trusted  with  money  to  make  purchases  for  the  prison,  and  so  be 
enabled  to  build  up  a  character  to  take  out  with  them.  Leaving  sueh  a 
place  as  this,  they  would  find  no  difficulty  in  getting  occupataon.  They 
would  have  a  certificate  that  they  could  be  trusted,  and  any  one  would 
be  glad  to  employ  them. 

5.  But,  till  this  change  is  effected,  there  ought  to  be,  in  every  State, 
a  Society  for  aiding  discharged  convicts.  The  first  few  days  after  a  con- 
vict leaves  prison  is  the  most  critical  and  dangerous  period  for  him.  Tide 
him  over  that — ^find  for  him  a  temporary  home,  work,  sympathy  and 
good  advice,  and  you  save  a  man  who  otherwise  might  probably  be  1^ 
away  into  new  crime. 

Christianity,  which  requires  us  to  leave  the  ninety  and  nine  good 
sheep  and  go  after  the  lost  one,  coincides  here  with  sound  political 
economy.  The  laws  of  God  are  always  for  the  best  interest  of  man.  The 
best  thing  which  can  be  done  to  save  a  sinner  is  also  the  best  thing  which 
can  be  done  to  protect  society.  Good  sense  and  good  philanthropy  are 
never  opposed.  The  outcry  against  philanthropists,  as  though  they  took 
more  interest  in  bad  men  than  in  honest  citizens,  proceeds  not  only  from 
a  cold  heart,  but  also  from  a  shallow  brain.  There  may  be  a  sliallow 
philanthropy  also;  but  the  highest,  largest,  deepest  philanthropy  is 
identical  with  the  best  teachings  of  a  true  social  science. 

VI.-THE  INDIANS. 

Filled  with  sympathy  for  the  oppressed  red  man,  and  convinced  tha 
serious  mistakes  are  made  in  the  efforts  to  settle  the  present  Indian  dif- 
ficulties, we  desire  to  respond  to  the  reoent  remark  of  the  Ohairman  of 
Indian  Affairs :  '^  If  the  red  man  has  any  friends,  now  is  the  time  for 
them  to  act''  ^e  feel  that  the  principles  of  love,  justice  and  good- will 
can  never  die,  and,  practically  applied,  will  never  fail  in  producing  satis- 
factory  results.    The  Indians  are  in  insurrection  against  deception  and 
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outrage,  and  the  surest  means  of  qnelling  that  insnrrection  and  of  protect- 
ing them  is  to  treat  them  as  haman  beings  and  secure  to  them  human 
rights.  We  should  act  in  no  spirit  of  retaliation,  hut  should  he  just  and 
honest  ourselves,  and  especially  faithAil  in  observing  the  treaties  made 
with  them.  We  should  relieve  their  pressing  necessities,  and  give  them 
seeds,  agricultural  implements,  and  teachers.  They  should  he  employed, 
as  far  possible,  upon  the  Pacific  railroads,  and  paid  fairly  for  their  work. 
Only  faithful  and  humane  agents,  and  those  who  will  not  induce  them 
to  use  intoxicating  liquors,  should  be  sent  among  them.  They  should  not 
be  compelled  to  live  with  tribes  with  whom  they  cannot  ag^ee,  and  in 
placing  them  upon  reservations  the  greatest  care  should  be  observed  that 
their  wishes  be  fairly  considered ;  and  for  every  thing  they  relinquish 
they  should  receive  proper  remuneration. 

As  the  words,  "  Indians  not  taxed,"  stand  in  the  Constitution  as  an 
invidious  and  disqualifying  distinction,  and  are  in  the  spirit  of  slavery,  we 
would  strike  them  out,  and  open  the  way  for  the  admission  of  the  Indians 
to  the  rights  of  citizenship  on  the  fame  terms  with  others. 

Should  a  delegation  of  sincere  and  earnest  friends  be  enabled  to  go 
among  them  and  represent  the  feelings  of  love,  justice  and  sympathy 
which  exist  among  us,  we  should  give  it  our  cordial  encouragement. 

CiBOiJLAR  Letter  to  the  Ikdiaxs. 

Dear  Friends,  and  Children  of  the  One  Great  Spirit : 

Filled  with  love,  sympathy  and  peace,  the  Progressive  Friends  of  Penn- 
sylvania, assembled  at  Longwood,  Chester  County,  Pa.,  desire  to  acquaint 
you  with  the  fact  that  we  have  memoralized  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  in  your  behalf.  We  would  have  you  know  that  our  Government 
is  of  and  for  the  people,  and  we  encourage  you  to  prepare  yourselves  for 
a  representation  and  participation  therein,  that  you  may  enter  the 
councils  of  the  nation  and  set  forth  your  grievances,  your  sufiferings  and 
your  needs,  to  the  end  that  you  may  be  made  happier,  and,  by  giving  us 
of  your  wisdom,  endurance  and  bravery,  subserve  the  good  of  all. 

We  shall  encourage  true  and  benevolent  teachers  to  go  among  you, 
and  we  would  have  you  receive  them  as  bearing  messages  of  good -will 
from  many  sincere  hearts.  They  will  give  you  the  means  for  intellectual 
improvement,  and  aid  you  in  a  closer  connection  with  the  Republic 
which  should  be  to  you  a  home. 

Your  many  tidals  and  persecutions  have  filled  us  with  sorrow,  and 
while  we  demand  that  our  people  and  our  government  shall  be  just  and 
honest,  and  give  no  cause  for  hostility,  we  earnestly  entreat»you  to  with- 
hold the  hand  of  violence  and  bloodshed.  We  abhor  war.  It  is  always 
attended  with  sufifering  and  loss;  and  in  a  kind  and  fraternal  intercourse 
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tbero  will  be  foand  the  true  way  to  redress  wrongs,  Tindicate  ri^ts, 
and  establish  the  blesaings  of  amity  and  peace. 


Mbmobial  to  Ookohess. 

To  the  Senate  and  Hoxue  of  £eprese7Uatite$  qftJie  United  States^  in  Con- 
gress assembled  : 

The  Yearly  Meeting  of  Progressive  Friends,  in  session  at  Longwood, 
Chester  County,  Pa.,  Fifth  month  5th,  1868,  respectfully  but  earnestly 
entreat  you,  in  all  your  legislation  in  reference  to  the  Indian  tribes  of  the 
West,  not  only  to  act  upon  the  principles  of  justice  and  humanity,  but  to 
adopt  without  delay  the  most  efficient  measures  for  the  welfare  and 
protection  of  those  tribes  agdnst  the  wanton  and  cruel  aggressions  upon 
them  of  lawless  white  adventurers  and  speculators  on  the  frontiers,  by 
whom  the  recent  bloody  and  costly  wars  in  our  Western  Territonea  hare 
been  most  wickedly  instigated,  through  contempt  and  hatred  of  race,  and 
for  purposes  of  firaud  and  plunder.  Experience  has  prored  that,  in  the 
appointing  of  agents  to  treat  with  the  Indians,  the  Gk>vernment  has  either 
been  grossly  deceired  or  extremely  remiss  respecting  the  character  and 
qualifications  of  those  agents,  they  not  intrequently  evincing  very  little 
respect  for  the  rights  of  humanity,  the  claims  of  justice,  or  the  obhgatkHis 
of  treaties  and  laws.  We  are  firmly  persuaded  that  peace  b^ween  the 
Indian  tribes  and  ourselves  might  have  been  and  may  still  be  secured  by 
an  honest  fulfilment  of  treaty  obligations,  and  a  conscientious  reoognitioo 
of  their  rjghts  as  men. 

It  has  given  us  great  satisfaction  to  observe  a  disposition  on  the  part 
of  Congress  to  investigate  this  whole  subject ;  to  redress  wrongs  and  to 
punish  frauds ;  and  thus  to  wipe  away  the  reproach  that  has  so  l<Hig 
rested  upon  us  as  a  people  for  our  inhumanity  toward  the  aborigines  of 
the  country — ^an  inhumanity  extending  from  the  earliest  period  in  our 
national  history,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  and  characterized  by  all  ^hat 
is  perfidious,  cruel,  malignant  and  destructive  in  spirit  and  design.  The 
results  which  have  already  followed  the  labors  of  the  Peace  Commissions^ 
appointed  by  Congress  are  very  encouraging;  and  we  believe  that  the 
measures  recommended  by  them,  if  earned  out  in  good  fiutb,  would  re* 
move  the  worst  incitements  to  strife  and  bloodshed,  and  tend  to  the  pro- 
motion of  peace  and  good-will  on  our  Western  frontiers.  It  is  of  vast 
importance  that  the  management  of  Indian  affairs  should  be  confided  to 
men  of  unquestionable  intelligence,  probity,  and  humanity ;  and  that  every 
agent  of  the  govemmentf  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest^  having  any 
dealings  with  the  Indians,  should  bo  above  the  temptations  by  which  so 
many  of  their  class  heretofore  have  been  swerved  from  the  line  of  justice 
and  good  faith.    Unless  this  is  carefully  attended  to,  all  laws  and  treaties 
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pertaining  to  this  matter  will  be  utterly  ftitile ;  and  the  same  bloody 
work  of  extermination  of  the  various  Indian  tribes  will  still  go  on,  as 
hitherto,  until  not  one  red  man  shall  be  left  alive  on  the  American  soil, 
and  the  vials  of  a  just  retribution  shall  be  poured  out  in  full  measure 
upon  our  guilty  land. 

Yn.-PEAOE. 

While  such  a  volcanic  system  as  chattel  slavery  existed  in  our  land, 
it  was  in  vain  to  expect  that  there  could  be  any  essential  progress  made 
in  the  direction  of  peace,  inasmuch  as  it  contained  all  the  elements  of 
violence,  cruelty  and  oppression.  With  the  Slave  Power  dominant  over 
Church  and  State,  over  laws  and  institutions,  over  usages  and  customs, 
the  friends  of  peace,  on  a  radical  basis,  oould  make  but  little  headway  in 
tlie  dissemination  of  their  principles.  But  they  have  every  inducement 
to  renew  their  efforts  to  enlighten  the  public  mind  on  this  far-reaching 
and  all-important  subject,  now  that  slavery  is  abolished,  and  the  Slave 
Power  overthrown ;  for  the  essential  conditions  of  liberty  are  those  of 
peace,  and  one  is  the  complement  of  the  other.  If  there  had  been  no 
slavery,  there  had  been  no  treasonable  uprising  on  the  part  of  its  sup- 
porters against  the  General  Government,  and  no  civil  war  as  a  conse- 
quence. Sent  as  that*  war  was  as  a  deserved  chastisement  for  our  great 
national  transgression,  it  teaches  the  lesson  that,  in  order  to  escape  a 
similar  judgment,  this  nation  must  ^'  study  the  things  that  make  for 
peace,"  and  these  pertain  to  the  removal  of  all  uiyust  laws  and  enact- 
ments, all  proscriptive  institutions  and  customs,  all  unequal  burdens,  all 
monopolies  of  capital  as  against  labor,  and  whatsoever  tends  to  depress 
one  class  and  to  elevate  another. 

While  it  appears  to  be  the  aim  of  the  various  Powers  of  Europe,  at  the 
present  time,  to  increase  their  standing  armies  and  navies,  it  is  gratifying 
to  know  that  this  deplorable  fact  is  enkindling  the  zeal  of  the  friends  of 
peace  on  that  side  of  the  Atlantic,  and  leading  to  fresh  efforts  to  enlighten 
the  minds  of  the  people  in  regard  to  the  ruinous  and  impoverishing  nature 
of  war,  and  the  duty  of  protesting  against  being  burdened  and  cursed  by 
such  a  perversion  of  the  means  wrung  out  of  their  toil  and  blood. 

At  this  period  of  the  world,  wars  between  nations  to  settle  their  di£-« 
ferences  at  the  cannon's  mouth  constitute  the  opprobrium  of  civilization, 
and  have  not  the  excuse  of  those  waged  in  the  ages  of  darkness  and 
barbarism.  Whatever  may  be  the  causes  of  misunderstanding  or  vari- 
ance, these  can  and  should  be  amicably  settled  by  a  disinterested  and 
bloodless  arbitration.  < 
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VIII.— IN  MEMORIAM. 

DuBmG  tbo  past  year  six  beloved  friends  have  been  called  to  tbe  spirit 
land,  whose  relations  to  this  religions  society,  and  tomanj  of  us  as  indi- 
vidaals,  were  so  intimate  that  we  deem  it  no  less  a  privilege  than  a  daty 
to  pay  an  affectionate  tribute  to  their  memory. 

PusET  Cloud,  in  the  conflict  with  ecclesiastical  intolerance  which 
preceded  the  organization  of  this  Society,  took  a  firm  and  con^atoat 
stand  with  the  friends  of  progress  and  reform,  and  to  the  last  day  of  his 
life  never  faltered  in  his  allegiance  to  the  principles  of  jostice,  freedom 
and  humanity  which  we  are  seeking  to  promote.  He  was  a  kind  neigh- 
bor and  faithful  friend,  and,  having  been  called  away  in  the  prime  of  life, 
his  face,  for  years  so  familiar  in  our  assemblies,  will  long  be  missed. 

Jacob  Peibcb  never  took  an  active  part  in  onr  meetings,  bnt  from 
the  very  beginning  manifested  a  hearty  interest  in  onr  efforts  to  promote 
practical  reforms,  and  rejoiced  in  every  token  of  our  success.  Devoted 
mainly  to  scientific  and  educational  pursuits,  his  heart  was  responsive  to 
every  appeal  of  snffering  humanity.  He  was  an  earnest  and  faithfdl 
Abolitionist  from  the  day  when  Garrison  first  enunciated  the  doctrine 
and  the  duty  of  immediate  emancipation.  He  was  also  a  friend  of  txm- 
perance,  a  promoter  of  the  cause  of  peace,  and  ever  ready  to  cooperate 
in  any  measures  for  the  enligbtenmect  and  elevation  of  his  fellow-men. 

Esther  Hates  was  one  of  the  signers  of  the  call  for  the  "  Geoersl 
Religious  Conference"  of  1858,  which  organized  this  Yearly  Meeting, 
and  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  principles  on  which  it  is  founded  and  the 
reforms  it  seeks  to  promote.  Her  life  presented  a  worthy  example  of 
energy,  firmness  and  perseverance  in  whatever  enterprise  of  philanthropy 
won  her  attention  and  sympathy.  No  cowardly  subserviency  to  pnblic 
opinion  ever  deterred  her  from  uttering  what  she  believed  "was  l^e  troth, 
or  led  her  into  any  compromise  with  what  she  saw  to  be  immoral,  op- 
pressive, or  unjust.  The  poor,  the  afflicted  and  the  oppressed  were  sore 
of  such  sympathy  and  aid  as  it  was  in  her  power  Jo  bestow,  and  it  was 
evidently  her  desire  and  purpose  to  do  what  she  could  for  the  enlighten- 
ment and  elevation  of  the  whole  human  family. 

Thomas  Borton  was  also  one  of  the  fifty-eight  persons  who  called 
the  Conference  of  1853,  by  which  this  Society  was  organized.  He  was 
a  man  of  singular  independence  and  upiightness,  at  once  gentle  and 
firm,  patient  under  trials,  charitable  in  his  judgment  of  others,  unfalter- 
ing in  his  allegiance  to  his  own  convictions,  and  a  foe  to  despotism  under 
whatever  fair  guise  it  might  be  concealed.  The  revelations  of  the  dirine 
will  in  his  own  soul  were  more  to  him  than  any  parchment,  however  old, 
and  no  institution,  ceremony  or  creed  had  any  power  to  swerve  him  from 
what  he  felt  to  be  the  demands  of  truth.     He  met  every  appeal  of  suf- 
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fering  humonitj  with  a  womanly  tenderness  of  sympathy  that  bespoke 
a  guileless  and  benevolent  heart.  In  the  days  of  slavery  he  was  ever 
ready,  at  whatever  sacrifice  of  personal  comfort,  and  in  the  face  of  ridi- 
cule and  danger,  to  assist  the  bondman  in  his  flight;  and  every  work  ot 
practice  reform  was  sure  of  his  hearty  cooperation. 

Baohxl  Gjlbrbtt  was  among  the  earliest  and  truest  friends  of  this 
Society,  and,  though  for  many  years  an  invalid,  she  keenly  enjoyed  its 
meetings,  and  always  gave  it  the  benefit  of  her  hearty  sympathy.  The 
home  in  which  she  presided  was  ever  radiant  with  ungrudging  hospitality 
and  motherly  kindness,  and  always  open  to  the  poor,  the  unfortunate  and 
the  opt>ress6d.  She  counted  it  an  honor  as  well  as  a  joy  to  suffer  perse- 
cution for  righteousness*  sake,  and  shrank  not  from  the  duty  of  openiog 
her  doors  to  the  fleeing  bondman,  even  when  the  law  "  tortured  her 
mercy  into  a  crime,"  stripping  her  and  her  husband  of  their  property, 
and  exposing  them  to  social  ostracism  and  public  denunciation.  In  her 
example  was  illustrated  the  truth,  that  ^*  tribulation  worketh  patience, 
patience  experience,  and  experience  hope ;"  and,  as  the  time  of  her  de- 
parture drew  nigh,  she  was  cheered  by  bright  anticipations  of  happiness 
in  the  new  life  that  awaited  her. 

ThomjlsHamblbton  was  an  interested  and  devoted  friend  of  this  soci- 
ety from  its  origin  to  the  day  of  his  death,  and  gave  it  at  all  times  the  ben- 
efit of  his  sound  jadgment,  his  childlike  spirit,  and  his  dear  moral  percep- 
tions. The  welfare  of  his  fellow- men,  whether  rich  or  poor,  learned  or 
ignorant,  white  or  black,  friends  or  enemies,  was  dear  to  him  as  the 
apple  of  his  eye,  and  to  do  them  good  was  more  to  him  than  meat  or 
drink.  As  a  neighbor  and  friend  he  was  widely  beloved,  and  nq  enterprise 
of  philanthropy  ever  appealed  in  vain  for  his  sympathy  and  cooperation. 

— ^AU  these  dear  friends,  with  the  exception  of  Fusey  Cloud,  went  to 
their  graves  **  in  a  full  age,  like  as  a  shock  of  com  cometh  in  his  season.^* 
How  consoling  and  precious  to  us  is  the  faith  that,  though  removed  from 
our  sight,  they  have  only  gone  before  us  to  another  and  a  better  life ; 
that  the  ties  of  affection  which  bound  them  to  us  are  not  sundered ;  and 
that  we  shall  in  due^season  meet  them  again  face  to  face,  and  join  them 
ia  those  labors  of  love  to  which  they  are  henceforth  and  forever  conse- 
crated. 
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Fbom  Thomas  Gusbtt. 

WnjiiKOiOM,  Dii^  Ctb  month  Sd,  1168. 

To  the  Sixteenth  Yearly  Meeting  of  the  Progreesi  ve  Friends,  to  be  held 
at  Longwood :  Although  prevented  by  indispoeition  from  b^g  vith  70a 
at  tMs  time  in  person,  my  spirit  will  be  with  yon  in  yonr  deMberationi 
upon  the  different  sabjects  that  will  be  likely  to  claim  yonr  attention ; 
snch  as  intemperance,  and  the  nse  of  tobacco— the  stimulant  most  injm* 
rious  to  health,  and  most  filthy  of  all  the  stimulants  used  by  the  hnmaa 
family  in  this  country.  The  enrse  of  this  vile  drag,  I  fear,  is  inoreasiog, 
more  especially  with  yonng  men  and  lads.  I  do  hope  this  subject  wUl 
claim  the  serious  attention  of  the  meeting. 

What  shall  I  say  for  the  poor  Indian,  more  sinned  against  than  rinningf 
He  is  looked  upon  and  treated  by  our  Government  as  a  savage ;  but  many 
of  those  sent  to  the  Indians  by  the  Government  as  officers  have  shown 
more  of  the  spirit  of  savages  than  the  Indians  themselves,  by  selling  than 
liquor  and  defrauding  them  of  their  Just  dues  appropriated  by  Govern- 
ment. They  have  iuoensed  the  Indians  against  the  Government,  and  they 
seek  revenge  in  every  way  in  their  power.  If  Government  would  eschew 
politics  so  far  as  to  appoint  conscientioas  men,  such  as  would  deal  justly 
with  them  as  agents,  my  opinion  is  we  should  have  but  little  complaint 
of  them  as  savages.  I  also  hope  tliat  way  will  open  to  address  our  ser- 
vants at  Washington,  urging  them  to  admit  no  State  except  where  soffi^ge 
is  secured  to  the  colored  man  in  all  respects  equally  with  the  white,  and 
that  to  remain  unchanged  during  all  time. 

I  very  much  regret  my  inability  to  be  with  yqp  and  participate  irf 
your  deliberations  on  the  different  subjects  that  will  claim  your  attention. 
About  half  of  the  Friends  who  lived  in  the  neighborhood  of  Longwood 
sixteen  years  ago  have  passed  to  the  spirit  land,  or  removed  from  the 
Deighborhood.  My  desire  is,  that  the  few  noble  individuals  that  remain 
may  not  be  discouraged;  for  the  views  and  sentiments  that  htt^e  been 
promulgated  in  those  meetings  during  this  period  have  been  blessed  to 
many,  as  I  have  heard  them  acknowledge.  With  sincere  desires  that 
liarraony  and  kind  feeHng  may  prevail  during  the  several  sittings  of  the 
fneeting,  I  subscribe  myself 

Your  sincere  friend  and  well-wbher, 

;^Tno3.  Gabritt. 
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Fbom  Oboab  Clutb,  Unitabian  Mixisteb. 

VufVLAKD,  K.  J.,  Jnne  1, 166S. 
In  past  years  there  have  been  brave  words  spoken  in  your  Longwood 
meeting-house,  which  the  printed  page  brought  to  me  far  away  in  the 
West,  and  gave  me  hope  and  comfort.  This  year  I  hoped  to  be  present 
with  you  to  listen,  bnt  much  work  forbids.  I  can  only  send  you  this  word 
of  greeting,  and  bear  my  testimony  to  the  good  influence  of  your  meetings 
on  many  of  the  thoughtful  yonth,  who  are  seeking  for  bearer  oonmiu- 
nion  with  God.  The  earnest  thoughts  that  have  gone  abroad  from  your 
meeting-house  have  carried  cheer  to  many  who  are  looking  for  the  Chris- 
tianity of  Christ,  rather  than  that  oi  sects  and  creeds.  Christ  is  with  us 
now  and  here  if  we  will  but  see  him,  and  his  words  are  as  warm  and  pure 
as  when  they  came  from  his  lips,  nineteen  hundred  years  ago.  The  In- 
finite, All-perfect  Spirit  that  spoke  in  him  is  not  dead,  neither  does  it 
sleep.  Purity  is  just  as  pure,  loveliness  is  just  as  lovely,  in  America  to-day 
as  they  once  were  on  the  hillsides  of  Judea.  We  are  prone  to  glorify  the 
past.  We  make  pilgrimages  to  Jordan  and  Jerusalem,  to  Bethlehem  and 
Nazareth.  We  call  Palestine  the  Holy  Land,  and  go  there  seeking  the 
tombs  of  the  prophets  of  olden  days.  This  may  be  well  in  its  place.  But 
it  were  better  to  glorify  the  days  in  which  we  live  by  making  our  own 
lives  pure  and  beautiful ;  it  were  better  to  build  up  into  our  own  souls  as 
much  as  may  be  of  that  same  spirit  which  was  so  fully  manifest  in  Jerusalem, 
and  by  Jordan's  banks.  It  were  better  to  make  it  possible  that  there 
might  be  tombs  of  the  prophets  in  our  land,  than  to  go  seeking  those 
which  were  made  in  ages  gone  by  beneath  the  Syrian  skies.  We  need 
not  to  dream  of  the  past,  but  to  act  in  the  present.  We  need  not  to  go 
delving  among  old  ruins  for  sacred  relics,  nor  among  worn-out  theologies 
for  a  perfect  creed ;  bnt  we  need  to  make  our  own  lives  sacred,  and  to 
Ibten  to  the  voice  of  God  as  he  speaks  to-day. 
Sincerely  yours, 

OscAB  Cltttb. 


From  Lucy  Stone. 

Nbwark,  N.  J.,  May  12, 1868. 

I  HAVE  received  your  note  inviting  me  to  the  Longwood  meeting.  I 
had  before  engaged  to  go  to  the  kindred  meeting  at  Waterloo,  which  is 
held  at  tlie  same  time.  But  next  year,  if  the  Longwood  friends  want  me, 
and  we  are  still  in  the  flesh,  I  will  go. 

With  cordial  good  wishes  for  the  success  of  your  meeting, 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

LucT  Stone. 
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Fbom  Edqab  BcoKiNonAM,  Ukitabian  Ministsb. 

D■BBnxIJ^  ILam^  Maj  81,  I5ttL 

I  HJLTB  receivod  the  circular  invitation  to  the  sixteenth  meeting  of 
Progressive  Friends,  at  Longwood,  next  month.  It  expresses  mj  views 
of  religion,  of  datj  to  man  and  to  Qod.  I  am  greatly  obliged  to  jon,  or 
to  whosoever  has  thought  me  worthy  of  this  invitation.  I  desire  always 
to  be  reckoned  among  the  Progressive  Friends,  thongh  it  has  not  yet  been 
convenient  to  me  to  attend  one  of  their  public  gatherings. 

With  highest  regard,  I  am,  very  truly,  yours, 

£.  BUOKISOHAM. 


Fbom  Fbanobs  D.  Gjlge. 

ViirsLijro,  IS.  J»  JaiM  1,  IMS. 
To  all  the  Progressive  Friends  I  send  greeting.  For  four  months  ]Mst 
it  has  been  my  hope  and  iotention  to  be  with  yon  at  the  annual  reunioB 
of  1868.  But  I  am  still  too  feeble  to  venture  upon  platforms  or  meet  the 
excitement  of  crowds,  or  write  long  letters,  and  must  forego  the  pleasure 
now.  But  let  me  assure  you  that  I  have  still  too  much  strength  to  be 
bribed  into  a  betrayal  of  my  country's  interests,  or  a  desertion  of  the 
cause  of  equal  rights  for  all,  or  the  breaking  of  my  temperance  pledge,  or 
the  yielding  of  my  disbelief  in  tobacco.  Believing  you  are  all  as  well 
grounded  in  your  convictions,  I  remain, 

As  ever,  yours, 

Fbanoes  D.  Gage. 

From  Edwabd  I.  Galvix,  Unitarian  Ministeb. 

PsuoDT,  Mass.,  Jane  4«  196^ 
The  call  to  join  the  good  company  of  Friends  at  the  annual  meeting 
in  Longwood  is  by  no  means  unheeded.  Most  gladly  would  my  wife  and 
myself  respond  by  our  personal  presence  if  it  were  in  our  power  to  do  so. 
The  pleasant  and  happy  memories  of  June  ^67  all  come  back  to  us,  and 
make  us  long  to  renew  those  experiences  which  we  found  so  profitable; 
Our  hearts'  interests  are  in  your  meeting  this  season.  May  your  house, 
which  has  become  sacred  from  the  many  blessed  and  happy  associatioos 
with  noble  and  devoted  souls,  be  filled  each  day ;  and  may  an  earnest,  de- 
voted, truth-loving  spirit  characterize  all  your  deliberations.  May  the 
sentiments  uttered  there  bear  the  stamp  of  real  progress,  and  show  that 
the  life  of  each  soul  has  become  purer  and  stronger  daring  tlie  last  twelve 
months. 

Ours  should  be  a  positivey  not  a  negatke  word  and  work.  When  good 
men  and  women  unite  their  endeavora  to  build  each  other  up  in  holy  futh, 
and  lay  earnest  hold  upon  sound  principles,  they,  by  that  very  work,  do 
most  to  overthrow  false  and  unsound  dogmas  and  systems. 
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If  I  was  not  deceived,  I  found  among  the  dear,  good  friends  of  Long- 
wood,  father  and  mother  hearts;  a  relish,  aod  a  tender  loye  for  the  deep, 
rich,  and  most  liberal  truths  of  the  religion  of  Jesus.  When  their  young 
children,  gathered  for  the  first  time  in  a  First-Day  school,  showed  such 
deep  interest  in  the  simple  and  beautiful  lessons  of  the  Gospel,  I  could  not 
but  feel  that  that  happy  Sunday-school  would  become  the  advance  move- 
ment among  the  Progressive  Friends,  which  all  would  gladly  acknowledge 
and  follow.  I  trust  that  our  friends  will  foster  and  cherish  the  interests 
of  that  school,  and  give  their  whole  hearts  to  it,  that  so  they  may  all  re- 
ceive the  cheering  and  inspiring  influences  which  God  sends  forth  from 
happy  childhood. 

If  I  were  present  I  should  offer  my  testimony  on  the  interests  of  the 
Sunday-school,  which,  in  my  humble  opinion,  lie  at  the  basis  of  every  re- 
ligious society.  It  is  the  broadest,  the  most  encouraging,  and  the  most 
rewarding  field  of  labor  upon  which  godd  men  and  women  can  enter. 
And  may  I  not  ask  you,  dear  friend,  to  give  my  warmest  love  to  all  the 
children  and  .all  the  teachers  in  the  school,  with  my  best  wishes  for  its 
prosperity. 

We  think  of  you  all  as  you  are  gathered  on  this  bright,  beautiful  day, 
in  the  dear,  consecrated  meeting-house,  and  of  the  delightful  reOnion  of 
friends,  and  of  the  enjoyable  feasts  beneath  the  shady  trees  after  the 
morning  sessions.  We  feel  that  our  loss  is  great  in  being  absent  from 
such  gatherings,  but  shall  rejoice  to  hear  good  tidings  from  you,  and  trust 
that  such  may  go  forth  from  your  meetings  to  many  hearts  far  and  wide. 

With  assurances  of  deep  interest  in  your  proceodings,  and  many  thanks 
for  your  kind  invitation, 

I  am,  affectionately,  yours, 

Edward  Ilslet  Galvin. 


Fbom  Annie  M.  S.  Galvin. 

Pmabodt,  Mass.,  Jane  4, 186S. 
I  AM  with  you  most  heartily  in  spirit,  on  this  loveliest  of  June  days, 
the  opening-day  of  the  yearly  meeting.  I  know  just  how  the  meeting 
has  commenced,  and  seem  to  see  the  various  speakers  as  they  arise ;  and 
from  my  sunshiny  nook  I  look  down  upon  the  long  rows  of  upturned 
familiar  faces.  I  greet  you  all  most  lovingly,  and  pray  that  the  baptism 
of  God^s  spirit  may  descend  upon  you,  and  go  forth  in  the  words  of  truth 
which  shall  be  for  the  healing  of  souls  and  the  upbuilding  of  all  men  in 
righteousness.  I  trust  and  expect  that  our  yearly  meeting  will  continue 
to  stand  for  the  expression  of  religious  liberty,  for  high  moral  sentiment, 
for  justice  in  its  purest  sense;  and  that  it  will  still  fearlessly  proclaim 
itself  the  enemy  of  all  oppression,  subservience  to  interest,  and  worldly 
expediency. 
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I  regret  exceedingly  my  inability  to  share  with  you  the  ploasares  and 
bappy  influenoes  of  this  occasion ;  but  for  the  present,  other  doties  call 
me,  and  I  most  listen  to  other  Toices  than  those  I  woold  glodl  j  hear  at 
dear  fdmiliar  Longwood. 

Yoars,  sincerely, 

Annib  M.  8.  Galtut. 


From  Jacob  L.  Brotheston. 

BsLTiDBBS.  N.  J^SIst  FifJi  mootb,  ISSS. 

It  is  decided  that  I  shall  not  be  with  yon  on  the  4th  at  the  great  con- 
vocatioo.  I  regret  it,  since  there  are  some  reasons  which  make  me  rerr 
desiroos  of  meeting  with  yon.  I  regard  the  meeting  as  an  important 
means  of  cultivating  the  sentiments  of  humanity,  freedom  and  progress 
♦  ♦  ♦  That  your  gathering  may  tend  toward  the  enlargement  of  yonr 
minds  and  hearts,  and  that  you  may  find  that  *'  the  service  of  the  Lord  is 
perfect  liberty  "  is  my  earnest  desire.  I  shall  be  with  you  by  and  throngh 
the  laws  of  sympathy.    With  salutations  of  fraternal  regard, 

Your  brother, 

J.  L.  BSOTBESTOS. 
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The  Sbtbntebnth  Yearly  Meeting  of  Proqressite  Friends 
assembled  at  Longwood^  Chester  Co.,  Pa.,  on  Fifth  day,  the  3d  of 
Sixth  month,  1869,  at  10^  o'clock  A.  M. 

Oltyer  Johnson,  one  of  the  clerks,  read  the  call,  as  follows : 

Thi  Prookkssits  Friends  of  PKNHSTLYAiiiA  will  bold  their  SeYenteenth 
Yearly  Meeting  at  Longwood,  near  Hamorton,  Cheater  Conntj,  commencing  on 
Fifth  day  (Tharaday),  the  8d  of  Sixth  month  (JuneX  1869,  at  10^  o'clock  A.  M., 
and  continuing  three  days.  The  friends  of  human  progress,  irrespectiye  of  sect 
or  creed,  are  cordially  inTited  to  attend,  and  to  take  such  part  in  the  proceedings 
as  their  own  sense  of  propriety  and  duty  may  require.  The  Progressitre  Friends 
are  seeking,  according  to  the  light  that  is  in  them,  to  realize  the  benefits  of  relig- 
ions association  and  human  fellowship,  upon  a  basis  of  perfect  freedom  of  opinion 
for  every  individual .  Their  only  bond  of  union  is  the  common  humanity  which 
makes  all  men  equal  before  God,  and  which  prompts  them,  as  by  a  Divine  impulse, 
to  search  for  truth  as  for  hid  treasures,  and  to  promote  one  another's  welfare. 
They  meet  together,  not  for  the  purpose  of  wrangling  about  doctrines  and  forms, 
which  have  no  vital  relation  to  character,  and  which  too  often  absorb  the  atten- 
tion of  religious  bodies,  but  to  seek  and  adopt  the  best  means  for  improving  the 
condition  of  society,  and  for  promoting  and  extending  the  principles  of  Justice, 
Freedom,  and  Fraternity.  No  subject  which  practically  concerns  the  welfare  of 
the  human  race  is  out  of  order  in  their  assemblies ;  and  it  is  their  purpose  to  give 
attention  to  such  subjects  according  to  their  relative  importance,  as  far  as  time 
will  permit  The  duty  of  society  to  the  poor,  the  ignorant,  the  oppressed,  and 
the  criminal  classes ;  the  claims  of  women  to  equal  civil,  political,  and  religious 
rights ;  the  relations  of  Poverty  and  Wealth,  Capital  and  Labor — ^these,  and  such 
as  these,  are  the  the  topics  likely,  to  engage  their  earnest  attention.  Appreciating 
the  records  of  truth  that  have  come  down  from  the  past,  they  yet  look  for  fresh 
revelations  of  the  Divine  Will  in  their  own  hearts,  believing  that  it  is  no  less  the 
privilege  of  mankind  now  than  it  was  in  former  days  to  hold  intercourse  with 
"the  Father  of  Lights,  from  whom  cometh  down  every  good  and  perfect  gift,  and 
in  whom  there  is  no  variableness,  neither  shadow  of  turning.** 

Oliyer  Johnson  made  a  few  remarks,  eongratulating  those  pres- 
ent npon  the  auspicious  circomstances  under  which  they  had  oon* 
Yoned,  and  explaining  and  enforciug  the  principles  set  forth  in  the 
call.  In  closing,  he  presented  obituary  notices  of  four  dear  friends, 
deceased  since  our  last  meeting,  yiz.  :  Caleb  S.  Jackson,  Allen 
Agnew,  Levi  Goates,  and  Isaac  Jackson.     The  meeting  expressed 
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itR  satisfaotion  with  these  tributes,  and  directed  them  to  be  printed 
with  its  proceedings. 

Letters^  expressive  of  hearty  sympathy  with  the  principles  and 
objects  of  the  meeting  were  read  from  Febdxbick  Douglass,  Jaoob 
Heaton,  Alfred  H.  Lovb,  and  Samubl  Kbksb. 

The  letter  of  Alfred  H.  Loyb  embraced  a  report  of  his  acUon, 
in  behalf  of  the  meeting,  in  forwarding  to  various  tribes  of  Indians 
the  "  Circular  Letter ''  adopted  last  year.  It  appears  that  that  letter 
was  well  received  by  those  to  whom  it  was  addressed,  and  hope  is 
entertained  that  our  object  in  sending  it  will  be  measurably  realiaed. 

Oliver  Johnson  slated  that  the  Clerks  had  forwarded  oar  memo- 
rial to  Congress,  adopted  last  year,  in  behalf  of  the  Indians,  to  SmoN 
Cameron,  one  of  the  Senators  from  this  State,  aod  John  M.  Broom- 
all,  Bepresentative  in  the  House  from  this  District ;  and  letters 
from  them,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  same,  and  stating  that 
they  had  presented  it,  according  to  our  request,  to  the  Senate  and 
House,  were  read. 

John  G.  Jackson,  J.  Williau  Cox,  and  Elisabeth  Jacksoh 
were  appointed  a  Committee  to  settle  with  the  Treasurer,  and  nomi- 
nate a  Treasurer  and  Clerks  to  serve  the  meeting  for  the  ensuing  year. 

A  Business  Committee  was  constituted  as  follows :  Olivi&r  Johs- 
soN,  William  Lloyd,  Fielder  Israbl,  Lucy  Stonb,  Simon  Bar- 
nard, Wm.  J.  Potter,  Mary  K.  Putnam,  Thomas  Garrett,  Silas 
Farrington,  Mary  P.  Wilson,  Sarah  T.  H.  Pearson,  Mary  L. 
Baldwin. 

afternoon  session. 

William  J.  Potter,  minister  of  the  Unitarian  Church  in  New 
Bedford,  Mass.,  delivered  an  impressive  discourse  on  "  The  Responsi- 
bility of  Man  to  God  alone  for  his  Faith,'*  taking  for  his  text  the 
words  of  Paul,  "  Hast  thou  faith  ?  have  it  to  thyself." 

The  Committee  appointed  to  nomiuate  Clerks  proposed  Oliver 
Johnson  and  Anna  Mary  Marshall  for  that  service,  and  the  meet- 
ing united  in  their  appointment 

The  same  Committee  presented  the  report  of  the  Treasurer, 
showing  a  balance  in  his  hands  of  $30.43.  The  amount  expended 
during  the  year  was  $177.22.  The  Committee  nominated  Isaac 
Mbndenhall  to  serve  as  Treasurer  the  ensuing  year,  and  he  was 
appointed  accordingly. 

Oliver  Johnson,  on  behalf  of  the  Business  Committee,  presented 
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a  testimony  entitled  "  Our  Country,"  which  was  adopted  without  de- 
bate. 

A  testimony  on  "  Crime  and  Criminals,"  from  the  pen  of  Theo- 
dore TiLTON,  editor  of  the  Independent ^  was  next  offered.  An  inter- 
esting discussion  ensued,  in  which  William  Lloyd,  J.  Williams 
Thornk,  Sumneb  Stbbbins,  John  6.  Jackson,  Thomas  Garrett, 
Oliter  Johnson,  Wm.  J.  Potter,  Swithin  C.  Shortlidge,  and 
Henrt  B.  Blackwell  took  part.  The  testimony  was  unanimously 
and  heartily  adopted.  ^ 

SECOND  DAY. 

LrcT  Stone,  from  the  Business  Committee,  presented  a  testi- 
mony on  Woman  Suffrage,  and  supported  the  same  in  a  masterly  and 
eloquent  address,  which  commanded  the  earnest,  sympathetic  atten- 
tion of  the  crowded  auditory.  She  was  followed  by  her  husband, 
Henrt  B.  Blackwell,  who,  taking  a  somewhat  different  view  of 
the  subject,  presented  a  clear  and  powerful  argument  in  favor  of  the 
testimony.    The  testimony  was  unanimously  adopted. 

AFTERNOON   SESSION. 

Fanny  Meeker  sang  the  "Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic,"  many 
of  the  audience  joining  in  the  chorus. 

The  meeting  proceeded  to  the  work  of  collecting  funds  for  de- 
fraying its  yearly  expenses.    The  sum  of  $163.95  was  contributed. 

Mary  K.  Putnam,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  on  behalf  of  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  last  year  to  investigate  "  the  relations  of  money 
and  the  rate  of  interest  to  the  reward  of  labor,"  submitted  a  report. 
A  discussion  followed,  in  which  J.  K.  Inoalls,  John  G.  Jackson, 
Mary  E.  Putnam,  Charles  Brothers,  Jacob  Ij.  Paxson,  Osoar 
Clute,  David  Branson,  Henry  B.  Blackwell,  Mary  A.  W.  John- 
son, Chandler  Darlington,  and  J.  W.  Thorns,  took  part.  A  great 
diversity  of  views  was  exhibited.  The  meeting  declined  to  adopt 
or  sanction  the  report,  but  voted  to  print  it  with  its  proceedings,  as 
a  means  of  inducing  further  investigation  and  reflection  upon  a 
very  important  subject. 

A  testimony  on  Temperance,  from  the  Business  Committee,  was 
presented ;  and  after  a  discussion,  in  which  Chandler  Darlinoton, 
Oliver  Johnson,  J.  W.  Thorne,  Lewis  Marshall,  Sumner  Steb- 
BiNs,  and  Charles  Hambleton  took  part,  it  was  adopted. 
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THIRD  DAT. 

The  hjmD,  **God  is  near  thee,"  was  sung. 

HiNBT  B.  Blackwbll,  from  the  Bosioess  Committee,  presoited  a 
testimony  on  Religion,  which  was  advocated  in  a  most  impronre 
and  conyincing  manner  by  Wm.  J.  Potter,  Hskbt  B.  Blackwxu., 
FiELBBB  IsBABL,  and  Fbangbs  E.  W.  Habpkb.  Bayard  Tatlob 
called  the  attention  of  the  Meeting  to  a  religious  movement,  which 
has  recently  *  been  inaugurated  in  Germany.  The  "  Protestant 
Union,^'  consisting  both  of  clergymen  and  laymen,  and  numbernig 
among  its  most  active  members  Dr.  Blantschli  and  Dr.  Sdiwan 
(author  of  the  "  History  of  Modem  Theology*^,  Dr.  Schenkel,  Pro- 
fessor von  Holtiendorf,  and  other  men  prominent  in  theology  and 
science,  was  founded  in  1865,  and  has  grown  with  such  rapidity  that 
it  now  exercises  an  important  influence  on  religious  thought  in  Ger- 
many. At  the  meeting  of  this  society  in  Bremen,  in  1868,  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  was  adopted,  without  a  dissenting  voice  : 

"  Any  oonoepUon  of  the  Divine  Revelation  and  of  the  origination  of  H<rfy  ScHp- 
tore  which  baa  formed  itaelf  in  the  coarse  of  historical  development  in  a  ttcienti&e 
search  after  trath,  and  has  secured  itself  a  footing  in  the  conviction  of  the  ChristiaB 
oonsdonce,  is  admissible  within  the  Protestant  Union.  Gonsec^uently,  the  Twre- 
seotatives  of  the  sapematoral,  as  well  as  of  the  rational  conoeption,  ore  ontitled  in 
the  Union,  as  well  as  in  the  Church,  to  co-operate  harmoniously  together,  and  neither 
party  is  entitled  to  deny  the  right  of  the  other.^' 

Mr.  Taylor  stated  that  the  meeting  of  the  Union  at  Worms,  hdd 
the  previous  week,  was  attended  by  20,000  persons,  and  the  subject 
of  establishing  a  united  German  Protestant  Church,  upon  a  Usis 
broad  enough  to  admit  of  every  variety  of  belief  with  r^ard  to 
special  doctrines,  had  been  discussed.  In  spirit  the  morement  w» 
wholly  kin  to  the  testimony  which  had  just  been  read,  and  it  was 
well  that  those  present  should  know  that  the  latter  was  not  an  isolat- 
ed declaration,  but  harmonized  with  the  growth  of  religious  thought 
throughout  the  world. 

The  following  hymn,  by  Charles  Wesley,  was  sung: 

LiGBT  of  life,  seraphic  Fire, 

Love  divine,  thyself  impart; 
Every  fainting  soul  inspire, 

Enter  every  drooping  heart. 

Every  mournful  spirit  cheer : 
Scatter  all  our  guilty  gloom : 
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LoTe  of  God,  appear,  appear, 
To  thy  human  temples  come. 

Come,  in  this  accepted  hour. 

Bring  thy  heavenly  kingdom  in ; 
Fill  us  widi  thy  glorious  power. 

Rooting  out  the  seeds  of  sin. 

Nothing  more  can  we  require ; 

We  will  covet  nothing  less ; 
Be  thou  aQ  our  heart's  desire, 

All  our  joy,  and  all  our  peace. 

The  testimony  was  heartily  and  unanimously  adopted. 

AFTERNOON. 

Batard  Taylor,  according  to  an  arrangement  made  by  his  re- 
quest, deliyered  a  written  address,  sett'ing  forth  his  views  on  the 
general  subject  of  Beform  and  Progress.  It  may  be  described  as  a 
plea  in  favor  of  a  more  general,  thorough,  and  harmonious  develop- 
ment of  human  nature,  morally  and  intellectually ;  an  assertion  of 
the  right  of  personal  independence  and  private  judgment,  and  a  criti- 
cism of  popular  reforms  as  sometimes  superficial  and  one-sided.  The 
speaker  was  listened  to  with  close  attention  by  a  crowded  auditory ; 
and  though  some  of  his  sentiments  were  not  in  accordance  with  those 
usually  promulgated  from  our  platform,  the  meeting,  on  motion  of 
Lewis  Marshall,  voted  to  request  a  copy  of  the  address  for  publi- 
cation with  our  proceedings.  To  this  request,  how  ever,  the  speaker 
did  not  accede. 

A  testimony  on  Peace  was  adopted,  without  discussion. 

The  Clerks  announced  that  they  had  selected  Hettt  A.  Mendbn- 
hall,  J.  William  Cox,  and  Annie  K.  Puset,  to  aid  them  in  re- 
vising our  proceedings  for  the  press,  and  in  calling  the  meeting  next 
year. 

The  meeting  was  thus  brought  to  a  close  after  a  harmonious  ses- 
sion of  three  days — ^friends  giving  one  another  the  parting  hand  with 
the  feeling  that  they  had  never  had  a  more  satisfactory  or  useful 
gathering. 

Oliver  Johnson,  )  Clerks 

Anna  Mart  Marshall,  f 

The  meeting  for  1870  will  convene  on  the  first  Fifth  day  of  the 
Sixth  month. 
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Cffirtsjanimt 


From  Frederick  Ihufflaii.^^^1  would  gladly  attend  the  Yearly  Meet* 
iuff  of  Progressive  Friends  at  Long  wood,  to  which  yoa  kindly  inTite  me. 
I  desire  to  attend  the  meeting  less  with  a  view  to  impart  than  to  receire. 
The  Friends  who  meet  there  from  year  to  year  to  utter  their  highest  con- 
viclions  of  troth  and  duty  have  little  need  of  any  thought  or  ioepiradoii 
from  me ;  but  I  have  much  much  need  of  help  from  them,  and  I  am  sure 
that  I  should  much  eqjoy  the  meeting,  but  I  cannot  attend.  Dudes 
nearer  home  completely  occupy  my  •time  and  means  for  the  present. 
Please  accept  my  thanks  for  your  kind  invitation,  and  my  earnest  and 
best  wishes  for  a  happy  and  profitable  meeting." 

From  Jacob  Eeaton^  Salem^  Ohio. — "  The  topics  you  have  chosen  for 
consideration  are  noble.  But  permit  me  to  suggest  one  other  aabjeot 
If  I  were  present,  I  should  offer  my  testimony  agunst  the  corrupting 
secret  societies  that  are  now  flooding  this  land,  and  in  my  humble 
opinion  are  doing  more  to  sap  the  foundations  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty  than  all  the  other  evils  enumerated  in  the  catalogae.  Let  us 
have  open,  free  inquiry  upon  hnmanity^s  platform,  with  spiritual  equal- 
ity and  the  brotherhood  of  the  human  race,  instead  of  secret  barba- 
rian despotism,  midnight  clans  and  orders,  threaf^ning  the  stability  of  this 
Bepublic  even  more  than  chattel  slavery.  The  order  of  Freemasomy 
is  an  illegal,  wicked  combination  of  men  existing  in  every  part  of  our 
country,  administering  extra-judicial  oaths,  having  the  basis  of  murder 
for  their  enforcement;  and  multitudes  of  our  young  men  are  joining 
them,  swearing  away  their  own  lives  and  jeopardizing  our  free  in^ 
tutions.  Christianity  is  the  great  vital  elemental  force  that  Is  to  save 
the  world  from  the  consequences  of  ignorance,  crime,  and  superstition; 
therefore,  let  me  entreat  you  to  add  this  giant  evil  to  your  list,  that  these 
dark  midnight  orders  may  disappear  with  other  crimes  before  the  advanc- 
ing light  of  Christian  civilization." 

From  Senator  Cameron^  under  date  Senate  Chamber,  Washington, 
Jan.  18,  1869. — '^Tour  memorial  is  received,  and  will  be  presented  to  the 
Senate,  in  conformity  with  the  wish  you  express.  It  will  always  afford 
me  pleasure  to  serve  you  in  any  way  in  my  power.*' 

From  J.  M,  BroomaUy  M,  C. — "Yours,  enclosing  Memorial  of  'Pro- 
gressive Friends  ^  in  behalf  of  the  Indians,  came  to  nand.  The  Memorial 
has  been  presented  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 
I  have  little  hope  that  any  good  can  be  done  in  that  direction  as  loag 
as  rapacious  Indian  Agents  are  looked  upon  as  honorable  men,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  amount  of  which  they  have  swindled  the  Indian.  If 
these  agents  could  be  required  to  show  that  they  are  worth  no  more 
at  the  close  of  their  respective  terms  of  office  than  when  entering  upon 
them,  or  made  to  account  for  the  difference  in  a  legitimate  manner, 
something  in  the  way  of  reform  might  be  hoped  for.  Public  opinion 
is  at  fault  in  this  matter.  The  man  who  has  robbed  the  Indians  is  not 
deemed  infamous.  It  seems  no  reproach  to  say  of  a  man,  that  he  got  rich 
as  Indian  Agent  on  a  salary  that  was  not  sufficient  to  maintain  hb  fiimily." 
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I.— RELIGION. 

With  a  profound  sense  of  the  wisdom,  love,  and  power  of  the  Infinite 
Parent,  *'  in  whom  we  live  and  move  and  have  onr  heing,"  and  with  an 
ardent  desire  for  the  welfare  of  onr  fellow-men,  we  renew  onr  declaration 
of  hearty  allegiance  to  His  will,  and  of  cheerful  acquiescence  in  bis  laws. 

Believing  that  *'  His  word  is  Tmth,  and  that  the  Truth  will  make  us 
free,*'  we  fearlesslj  welcome  and  freely  seek  the  Tmth  in  all  its  various 
expressions ; 

In  the  Bibley  and  in  all  other  writings  of  holy  and  inspired  souls ; 

In  8cimc€y  which  is  the  effort  of  the  human  mind  to  comprehend  the 
methods  of  His  ever-present  activities ; 

In  Art^  which  is  onr  attempt  to  embody  the  Ideal  of  Beauty  in  mate- 
rial forms; 

In  Society^  which  is  the  endeavor  of  mankind  to  embody  the  Divine 
Laws  in  customs  and  institutions ; 

In  the  individual  conscience,  which  is  the  faculty  which  distinguishes 
between  Right  and  Wrong — *^  the  light  which  lighteth  every  man  that 
cometh  into  the  world," — ^the  perpetual  revelation  of  God  in  the  SouL 

We  renew  onr  emphatic  protest  against  the  popular  error  which  con- 
fonnds  Religion  with  Theology,  thereby  creating  sectarian  distinctions, 
and  sowing  discord  and  division  between  the  children  of  the  same 
Heavenly  Father. 

We  declare  that  intellectual  belief  has  no  merit,  nor  demerit ;  that  in- 
tellectual doubt  and  disbelief  are  not  legitimate  subjects  of  censure ;  that 
Religion  is  compatible  with  the  widest  diversity  of  opinion ;  and  that 
**  Error  is  harmless  while  Truth  is  left  free  to  combat  it*' 

We  are  able  and  willing  to  commnne  with  Catholic  or  Protestant, 
Trinitarian  or  Unitarian,  Jew  or  Gentile,  Mahometan  or  Pagan,  Ohristian 
or  Infidel,  Deist  or  Atheist,  npon  the  common  ground  of  reverence  for 
Truth,  devotion  to  Dnty,  aspiration  for  personal  Holiness,  and  an  nnself . 
ish  consecration  of  purpose  to  the  highest  good  of  our  fellow-men. 

We  say  with  Jesus,  ^'  Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with,  all  thy 
heart,  and  thy  neighbor  as  thyself;  for  npon  these  two  conmiandments 
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hang  an  the  Law  and  the  Prophets  ;*'~we  saj  with  James,  *'  This  k  true 
religion  and  nndefited— to  visit  the  fatherless  and  the  widow  in  thdr 
affliction,  and  to  keep  ourselves  unspotted  from  the  world. ** 

"  A  tree  is  known  hy  its  fruits."  Let  us,  therefore,  trj  to  leun  and 
obej  the  will  of  God,  knowing  that  the  "  wajfaring  man,  though  a  fool, 
need  not  err  therein."  '*Let  every  one  he  fully  persuaded  in  his  own 
mind,"  and  respect  the  honest  convictions  of  his  neighbor.  For  the 
promise  is  *^  not  unto  him  that  sajeth  Lord,  Lord,  but  nolo  him  that 
doeth  the  will  of  our  Father  who  is  in  Heaven." 

IL— OUR  COUNTRY. 

Although  the  spirit  of  slavery  still  exists  in  many  portions  of  the  lately 
rebellious  States,  exhibiting  itself  in  political  and  social  proscriptum  of 
the  negro  and  his  friends,  and  even  making  it  sometimes  dangeroas  to 
property  and  life  to  assert  and  defend  his  rights,  we  yet  rqjoioe  in  the 
belief  that  our  country,  on  the  whole,  during  the  past  year,  baa  made 
substantial  progress  toward  conformity  with  the  principles  of  republican 
government,  as  set  forth  in  the  Declaration  of  Independenoe.  It  is  now 
four  years  since  slavery  was  put  under  the  ban  of  the  Oonstitntion,  and 
made  a  crime,  as  it  was  always  a  sin,  in  every  part  of  our  beloved  land; 
and  this  measurci  to  which  the  people  were  driven  by  the  awfbl  ezSgendei 
of  a  bloody  rebellion,  has  already,  in  spite  of  every  reactionary  iDflueaee, 
and  of  the  murderous  ravages  of  "  Ku>Klux  EJans,"  produced  i^sotti 
which  should  fill  our  hearts  with  grateful  exultation.  The  orderly,  pesoe- 
able  behavior  of  the  emancipated  class,  their  readiness  to  work  for 
wages,  their  eager  desire  for  knowledge,  and  the  enterprise  and  thrift 
which  large  numbers  of  them  have  displayed,  are  so  many  fresh  proofis 
that  it  is  always  and  ever  safe  to  strike  off  the  fetters  of  davea.  The 
evils  of  davery  have  become  so  manifest  in  the  light]  of  this  new 
freedom,  that  only  the  most  degraded  and  desperate  of  the  former  liolden 
of  slaves  would  willingly  consent  to  a  restoration  of  the  system.  Kot  a 
fsw  of  its  former  champions  have  declared,  with  Henry  A.  Wise,  ih«t  the 
war  which  abolished  it  was  a  great  blessing  to  the  South. 

The  work  of  restoring  the  rebellious  States  to  the  Union  in  such  a 
way  as  to  secure  the  rights  of  all  their  citizens,  without  regard  to  com- 
plexion, is  now  near  its  consummation.  In  spite  of  the  hostility  of  a 
faithless  executive,  and  the  persistent,  as  well  as  malignant  efforts  of  a 
political  party  whose  chief  corner-stone  for  half  a  century  was  aUv^^, 
the  work  of  reconstruction  has  been  carried  forward  step  by  sbep^  until 
at  length  the  friends  of  freedom  feel  an  assurance  that  all  remaining 
obstacles  will  be  speedily  overcome.  In  the  election  of  a  President  and 
Vice-P/'esident  fully  committed  to  the  principles  of  justice  and  equality, 
the  people  of  the  country  have  expressed  their  fixed  determination  that 
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eyerj  hnman  beiog  under  the  Amerioan  flag  sliall  be  protected  in  hb 
rights.  Gainiog  coorage  from  this  manifestation  of  pnblio  opinion,  the 
Fortieth  Congress  presented  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States  for 
their  adoption  a  Goustitotional  Amendment  securing  the  ballot  to  every 
male  citizen,  without  distinction  of  race  or  color.  That  amendment  has 
already  been  ratified  by  twenty-two  States,  and  there  is  every  reason  to 
believe  that,  in  a  few  months,  it  will  be  officially  proclaimed  to  be  a  part 
of  the  OonstitutioD.  Then  those  provisions  of  the  Constitntions  of 
Northern  States — ^Pennsylvania  included— which  exclude  the  negro  from 
the  ballot-box  will  be  unconstitutional  and  void,  and  the  law  of  soflfrage 
will  be  one  and  the  same  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  Toward  this  glori- 
ous consummation  the  country  has  been  led  step  by  step,  by  an  inexora- 
ble logic,  and  by  the  blessing  of  God  upon  the  prayers  and  exertions  of 
the  friends  of  impartial  liberty,  since  the  day  when  Abraham  Lincoln 
issued  his  edict  of  Emancipation.  The  straggle  has  been  severe,  and 
there  have  been  times  when  the  immediate  resnlt  seemed  doubtful ;  but 
now  the  day  of  complete  victory  over  tlie  last  remnant  of  slavery  is  so 
near  its  dawn  that  we  may  lift  up  our  voices  in  exultant  thanksgiving  to 
the  Providence  that  has  guided  us  through  all  the  exigencies  of  one  of 
the  mightiest  conflicts  ever  witnessed  in  the  history  of  the  human 
race. 

The  newly-elected  President  evinces  the  sincerity  of  his-  devotion  to 
the  principles  of  impartial  liberty  in  deeds  as  well  as  words.  The  ap- 
pointment of  negroes  to  offices  of  honor  and  trust  has  struck  a  deadly 
blow  at  the  spirit  of  caste,  and  we  trust  the  day  is  not  distant  when,  in 
every  part  of  our  beloved  country,  a  dark  skin  will  cease  to  be  a  badge  of 
political  or  social  inferiority.  The  spirit  of  caste,  however,  is  still  strong 
and  prevalent  enough  to  demand  for  its  extermination  the  united  and 
persevering  eflbrts  of  all  the  friends  of  impartial  liberty ;  and  they  will 
be  false  to  their  professions  if  they  do  not  continue  to  war  against  it  by 
all  the  power  with  which  they  are  endowed.  That  cruel  spirit  must  be 
utterly  exorcised  before  the  principles  of  a  gennioe  republicanism  can  be 
enthroned  in  the  minds  and  hearts  of  the  American  people. 

Oor  joy  over  the  abolition  of  slavery  should  not  make  us  blind  to 
other  evils  which  infest  our  Government,  and  expose  the  republic  to  fear- 
ful perils.  Among  the  worst  of  these  evils  are  the  frauds  which  too 
often  control  the  results  of  popular  elections,  the  bribery  of  men  in  offi- 
cial station,  and  the  all -abounding,  unscrupulous  thirst  for  office,  which 
breeds  corruption  with  appalling  rapidity.  Against  these  evils  we  are 
constrained  to  bear  our  solemn  testimony,  believing,  as  we  do,  that  unless^ 
they  can  be  arrested,  they  will  eventually  sap  the  very  foundations  of 
the  government.  We  call  upon  the  press,  the  pulpit,  and  the  religions 
assembly  everywhere  to  lift  up  a  voice  of  denunciation  and  waiTiiog 
against  them,  that  thus  a  public  sentiment  may  be  created  which  shall 
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•xpel  oorrnpt  men  from  office,  and  secnre  a  Jast  and  honest  administra- 
tion of  the  goTemment  in  all  its  yarioos  departments. 

lU.— WOMAN    SUFFRAGE. 

Wb  renew  onr  testimonj  for  woman  suffrage  with  added  earnestness. 
The  adoption  of  the  Fifteenth  Amendment  to  the  Oonstitotion  of  the 
United  States  will  secnre  suffrage  for  all  men,  of  everj  color  and  oi 
every  nationalitj.  It  divides  the  people  into  two  classes — the  mloia} 
and  the  ruled.  All  men  are  sovereigns ;  all  women  are  snhject?.  The 
most  ignorant  and  degraded  man  has  a  voice  in  making  the  law  which 
the  wiisest  and  hest  woman  mnst  ohey,  and  may  ^x  the  amount  and  nse 
of  the  tax  which  she  is  compelled  to  pay. 

All  this  is  contrary  to  the  theory  of  onr  government,  to  the  self-evident 
truths  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  to  the  principles  o 
Christianity,  as  taught  in  the  New  Testament  We,  therefore,  urge  the 
adoption  of  a  Sixteenth  Amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
Stntes,  securing  full  citizenship  and  suffrage  to  women,  on  the  same 
terms  and  qualifications  as  men. 

An  ari  tocracy  of  sex  is  as  odious  and  ui\jast  as  an  aristocracy  of 
color,  and  all  good  men  and  women,  who  have  sought  to  abolish  polit- 
ical distinctions  on  account  of  color,  have  the  same  moral  obligation  to 
annihilate  political  distinctions  based  on  sex. 

We  hail  with  satisfaction  the  rapid  growth  this  cause  is  making,  and 
congratulate  ourselves,  for  its  sake,  when  we  find  it  urged  in  the  Briti^ 
Parliament,  and  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States ;  when  State  Leg- 
islatures have  it  under  grave  consideration,  and  invite  women  to  be  heard 
in  their  own  behalfl  Especially  should  we  mention  with  gratitude  the 
very  able  report  of  the  Joint  Special  Committee  of  the  Massachusetts 
Legislature,  in  favor  of  woman  suffrage. 

We  welcome  the  clear  and  repeated  testimony  of  Bishop  Simpson, 
and  other  eminent  public  teachers,  as  a  most  favorable  sign  of  the  times. 
Especially  do  we  rejoice  to  see  the  women  themselves  so  earnestly  tak- 
ing their  cause  in  their  own  hands.  '*  Who  would  be  free,  themselTCS 
mufet  strike  the  blow." 

IV.— CRIME    AND    CRIMINALS. 

It  is  with  lively  satisfaction  that  we  witness,  year  by  year,  an  in- 
creased public  interest  in  the  subject  of  crime  and  criminals,  with  a  view 
to  repress  the  one  and  to  reform  the  other.  Our  prisons  and  their  in- 
mates ought  to  be  objects  of  careful  inquiry,  anxious  solicitude,  and  per- 
petual watchfulness  by  the  charitable  and  humane. 

Discerning  in  human  nature,  even  in  its  degradation,  an  ineradicable 
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dignity ;  believiog  that  God  will  not  if  he  can,  and  man  cannot  if  he  will, 
obliterate  from  the  human  heart  its  indestractible  capacity  for  moral 
growth ;  demanding  for  all  mankind,  and  particularly  for  the  outcast,  all 
needed  helpful  opportunities  for  developing  the  germ  of  virtue  residing 
in  their  nature ;  we  are  constrained  to  utter  a  solemn  protest  against  our 
American  system  of  prison  discipline  as  oppugnant  to  instead  of  in  har- 
mony with  the  moral  interests  of  the  convict ;  and  we  urgently  declare, 
on  the  evidence  of  confirming  facts,  that  this  system  ought  to  be  brought 
to  an  end.  When  responsible  officers  of  prisons  testify  in  their  official 
reports  that  seventy-five  out  of  every  hundred  convicts  are  discharged 
from  prison  worse  in  character  than  when  they  entered,  we  are  more 
than  ever  of  the  opinion  that  the  fundamental  aim  of  prison  discipline 
should  be  the  prisoner's  reformation;  we  are  more  than  ever  pained  to 
be  still  assured  (by  the  same  unquestioned  authority)  that  not  a  single 
prison  in  the  United  States  has  yet  been  founded  or  is  now  administered 
on  this  one  and  only  true  basis.  We  believe  that  the  terrible  failure  of 
our  penal  institutions  to  work  good  to  their  inmates  does  not  result  from 
the  indisposition  of  prison  officers  to  see  so  wholsome  a  result  secured, 
but  from  the  total  inadequacy  of  the  system  itself—a  system  based  on 
vindictiveness  instead  of  benevolence;  on  hate  rather  than  on  love — a 
system  whose  corner- stone  is  an  eye  for  an  eye,  a  tooth  for  a  tooth ;  for- 
getting that  this  Jewish  barbarism  is  forbidden  by  the  Ohristian  religion — 
a  system  which,  in  spite  of  the  paganism  taught  by  the  Church  and  le- 
galized by  the  State,  is  unworthy  of  a  Christian  age  and  land. 

The  chief  obstacle  in  the  way  of  a  right  idea  of  prison  discipline  is 
the  demoralizing  custom  of  capital  punishment ;  which  we  can  charac- 
terize by  no  milder  term  than  judicial  murder.  So  long  as  society  con- 
tinues to  outrage  human  nature  by  the  savage  practice  of  hanging  (and 
we  may  add  whipping  and  branding  as  well),  it  will  probably  continue  to 
outrage  it  by  semi-savage  modes  of  imprisonment.  The  8caffi[>ld  is  a 
horrible  inheritance  from  the  dark  ages,  and  has  no  rightful  place  in  this 
enlightened  era.  We  not  only  demand  its  abolition,  but,  as  ^*  a  more  ex- 
cellent way,''  we  demand  that  the  bad  men  whom  society  seeks  to  hang 
shall,  under  rightfhl  prison  culture,  be  intellectually  and  morally  stimu- 
lated to  a  better  life  than  that  which  ends  with  an  ignominious  death. 
To  this  beneficent  purpose  society  should  cheerfally  and  eagerly  devote 
its  utmost  resources  of  Christian  patience  and  good-wilL 

In  addition  to  the  death  penalty  we  demand  the  abolition  of  all  other 
and  hardly  less  barbarous  punishments  practiced  in  many  of  our  prisons, 
which,  though  not  designed  to  inflict  death,  yet  often  result  in  it  All 
such  cruelties  inevitably  degrade  the  moral  nature  of  the  victim — mak- 
ing him  a  hopeless  wretch,  destroying  his  self-respect,  embittering  his 
very  existence,  and  lifting  his  hand,  like  an  Ishmaelite,  against  all  man- 
kind. . 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


14 

We  look  with  a  oheerfnl  hope  to  the  time  when  our  prisons  shall  be 
transformed  ft'om  punitive  into  educational  institotions — when  thej 
shall  cease  to  exasperate  and  inflame,  bat  shall  soften  and  refine  ^ 
roagh  natnres  committed  to  their  kindly  care.  Onlj  hj  sach  ta-eatment 
of  conyicts  shall  onr  penitentiaries  fulfil  the  heantifhl  law  of  Him  who 
said,  **  Whatsoever  ye  wonld  that  men  should  do  unto  yon,  do  ye  even  so 
onto  them/' 

v.— TEMPERANCGE. 

We  are  impelled  to  renew  our  testimony  against  the  use  of  intoxieat- 
ing  drinks  of  every  kind,  whether  as  a  beverage  or  as  medioine ;  bdievioig 
that  such  use  is  injurious  to  the  human  constitution,  and  the  canae  of 
untold  misery  and  crime  in  the  community.  Total  abstinence  from  all 
that  can  intoxicate  we  hold  to  be  a  duty  which  every  person  owes  to 
himself  and  to  society,  and  the  only  sure  way  of  abolishing  the  evib  of 
drunkenness.  We  also  bear  our  testimony  against  the  traffic  in  alcoholic 
poisons  to  be  used  as  a  beverage,  holding  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  govern- 
ment to  suppress  the  same  by  the  strong  arm  of  the  law. 

We  also  renew  our  testimony  against  the  chewing,  smoking,  snuffing, 
and  "  dipping^'  of  tobacco,  believing  these  practices  to  be  as  injarioos  to 
the  human  body  as  they  are  repugnant  to  a  refined  taste,  and  that  their 
tendency  is  to  impair  the  intellectual  faculties  and  deaden  the  moral  sen- 
sibilities of  all  who  resort  to  them. 

Our  testimony  in  behalf  of  temperance  would  be  incomplete  if  it  did 
not  also  include  a  condemnation  of  opium.  We  have  reason  to  believe 
that  the  use  of  this  deadly  narcotic  is  undermining  the  health  and  de- 
stroying the  character  of  multitudes  who  prefer  this  stinQulant  to  akoholf 
because  they  can  take  it  without  observation,  and  because  of  its  peci:£ar 
effects  upon  the  nervous  system.  The  friends  of  purity  and  progr^s 
should  be  careful  to  discountenance  a  practice  which  is  the  source  of  un- 
told misery  and  degradation  wherever  it  is  indulged. 

VI.— PEAOK 

OuB  aspirations  are  still  for  "peace  on  earth,  good- will  to  men,"  and 
we  hold  ourselves  under  obligation  to  do  all  that  in  us  lies  to  remove  the 
causes  and  occasions  of  war  by  promoting  justice  and  kindness  in  all  the 
relations  of  men  and  of  nations.  We  hope  that  all  the  nations  of  the 
earth  will  yet  be  brought  to  such  a  sense  of  the  evils  of  war,  that,  if  they 
do  not  abandon  the  custom  altogether  as  a  sin,  they  will,  so  fS&r  as  posa- 
ble,  seek  a  settlement  of  international  disputes  through  friendly  arbitra- 
tion. The  war  spirit  is  incompatible  with  the  spirit  of  Christianity, 
which  enjoins  upon  us  the  duty  of  forgiving  injuries,  and  seeking  the 
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welfare  of  our  enemies.  We  rejoice  in  the  binding  together,  as  in  a 
marriage  covenant,  of  the  East  and  the  West,  the  Atlantic  and  the  Pacific, 
bj  the  iron  bond  of  indQstrjr  and  commerce,  being  sure  that  this  bond 
will  prove  a  bond  of  peace  between  the  difierent  parts  of  our  country. 
We  hail  with  satisfaction,  also,  the  gradual  breaking  down  of  complex- 
lonal  distinctions  at  the  North  and  at  the  South,  holding  it  to  be  a  bright 
angurjr  of  peace  for  our  nation.  We  congratulate  the  friends  of  justice 
and  freedom  everywhere  in  view  of  the  recent  action  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  in  calling  to  his  aid,  in  the  administration  of  our  Indian 
affairs,  prominent  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  regarding  his 
action  in  the  premises  as  the  pledge  of  an  honest  determination  on  his 
part  to  do  justice  to  the  long  oppressed  aborigines  of  the  country,  and,  if 
possible,  to  settle  all  our  difficulties  with  them  without  resort  to  violence. 

VII.— IN  MEMORIAM. 

Caleb  S.  Jaoeson,  one  of  the  oldest  of  the  signers  of  the  call  for  the 
Conference  by  which  this  Society  was  organized,  died  soon  after  our  last 
yearly  meeting,  lamented  by  a  wide  circle  of  friends,  who  esteemed  him 
for  his  unsullied  int^rity,  his  firmness  in  adhermg  to  his  own  convictions, 
his  neighborly  kindness,  $nd  his  devotion  to  liberty.  If  his  constitutional 
dLstrust  of  religious  associations,  and  his  anxiety  to  preserve  intact  the 
liberty  of  the  individual,  sometimes  put  him  in  seeming  antagonism  to 
his  associates,  there  was  never  a  doubt  that  he  acted  conscientiously;  and 
it  may  be  that  his  strenuous  opposition  to  some  of  the  measures  which 
those  around  him  thought  wise  and  safe,  was  valuable  as  a  means  of  in- 
ducing a  closer  investigation  of  principles,  and  of  putting  a  needed  check 
upon  a  too  impetuous  zeaL  At  any  rate,  he  will  long  be  remembered  for 
the  unostentatious  virtues  by  which  his  life  was  illustrated,  and  which 
presented  an  example  worthy  of  imitation  by  all  who  knew  him.  Many 
a  bondman,  in  his  fiight  from  the  unendurable  wrongs  of  slavery,  received 
his  generous  aid,  and  the  victims  of  poverty  and  want  ever  found  in  him 
a  friend. 

Allen  Aonew,  whose  recent  departure  at  the  ripe  age  of  78  has  left 
a  void  in  our  circle  that  nothing  can  ever  fill,  was  also  one  of  the  signers 
of  the  call  for  the  Convention  which  organized  this  Society.  Quiet  and 
undemonstrative  in  his  manners,  he  was  yet  firm  as  a  rock  in  his  adher- 
ence to  the  principles  of  our  association  ;  and  though  he  rarely  opened 
his  mouth  in  our  meetings,  he  was  a  pillar  of  strength,  to  be  relied  upon 
in  every  emergency.  His  sympathies  were  warm  and  tender,  his  moral 
instincts  unerring,  his  love  of  truth  unttdnted  by  selfishness  or  prejudice ; 
and  his  hand,  heart,  and  purse  were  ever  open  to  relieve  the  wants  of  his 
suffering  fellow-men,  ami  to  promote  every  good  cause.  Living  near  the 
border  of  a  slave  State,  ne  was  often  called  upon  to  aid  fugitives  in  their 
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flight  from  bondage ;  and  no  fear  of  imprisonment  or  loss  of  property 
ever  deterred  him  from  this  work  of  mercjr.  In  all  the  relations  of  life 
he  was  without  gnile ;  and  thongh  he  was  quick  to  deteot  in  his  feDov- 
men  every  departure  from  the  line  of  rectitude,  no  harsh  or  denundatoi; 
word  ever  escaped  his  lips.  He  bore  injury  with  patience,  not  rendering 
evil  for  evil,  but  seeking  through  kindness  and  forbearance  to  win  the 
wrong-doer  from  his  evil  ways  to  the  path  of  justice  and  peace.  He  hid 
an  enduriog  faith  in  the  principles  of  this  association — a  faith  that  bore 
excellent  fruit  in  his  lifetime,  and  found  expression  on  the  bed  of  dcilh 
in  a  generous  bequest  for  their  promotion. 

Levi  Coates,  though  he  remained  to  the  close  of  his  long  life » 
member  and  a  minister  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  was  yet  in  cordialffm- 
pathy  with  this  Society  in  its  ideas  of  reform  and  progress.  His  nnnd 
and  spirit  were  too  large  and  free  to  be  confined  within  the  limits  of  i 
sect,  and  his  heart  was  ever  ready  to  melt  at  any  tale  of  oppressioD  or 
sorrow.  He  was  an  Abolitionist  even  before  Garrison  lifted  up  bisTokx 
for  immediate  emancipation ;  and  during  the  whole  struggle  for  the  abo- 
lition of  slavery  he  was  faithful  and  uncompromising,  and  ever  rwdj  to 
do  aU  in  his  power  for  the  promotion  of  the  cause.  He  bore  a  futhfitl 
testimony  also  in  behalf  of  religious  liberty,  and  against  every  fom  of 
ecclesiastical  and  spiritual  tyranny.  He  was  a  Quaker  in  the  best  sensa 
of  the  word,  and  those  who  knew  him  will  never  forget  his  example  rf 
kindness,  conscienUousness,  and  devotion  to  the  welfare  of  humanitj. 

IsAAO  Jaokbok  passed  away  in  the  taU  maturity  of  his  powers,  be- 
loved and  lamented  by  a  large  circle  of  friends,  and  respected  for  his 
manly  worth  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  among  the  youngest  of 
those  who  took  part  in  the  formation  of  this  Society ;  he  loved  its  prin- 
ciples and  approved  its  objects,  and  his  hand  was  ever  ready  for  anyvoA 
of  charity  or  philanthropy.  His  death  at  the  very  time  when,  to  ow 
limited  vision,  it  seemed  most  desirable  that  he  should  live,  should  reBund 
us  all  of  the  uncertainty  of  our  mortal  existence,  and  inspire  in  nssaev 
devotion  to  the  cause  of  truth  and  progress. 
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RspoBT  of  a  Oommittee  of  the  PeDnsjlvaiiia  Yearlj  Meeting  of 
Progressive  Friends,  appointed  in  lb68,  to  investigate  *'  the  rela- 
tions of  monej  and  the  rate  of  interest  to  the  reward  of  lahor.'^ 

JThia  Report,  it  thonld  be  observed,  was  not  tdopted  by  the  Yearly  MeetiDg. 
It  IS  only  printed  as  a  recognition  of  the  importance  of  the  subject,  and  to  exdte 
reflection  and  InQoiiy.] 

To  the  Penntyhania  Yearly  Meeting  o/Progretme  Friendi. 

Your  Oommittee  wonld  hardly  bring  before  this  meeting  the  old 
question  of  the  rights  of  labor  and  capital— that  Question,  which  has  long 
been  deemed  the  most  difficnlt  of  adjustment,  toe  most  hopeless  socifu 
problem— had  they  not  a  solution  of  the  difficulty  to  offer  and  a  plan  to 
present,  which  seems  adequate  to  do  away  the  acknowledged  evil.  And 
they^  may  premise  that  the  voluntary  application  of  the  remedj  will 
require  as  strong  a  sense  of  justice  on  the  part  of  capitalists  to-day,  as  the 
aboliiiun  of  slavery  wonld  have  required  years  ago  from  the  Southern 
people. 

The  wealth  of  nations  is  produced  by  a  vast  body  of  workers,  who, 
while  they  create  the  comforts  and  luxuries  of  life,  remain  themselves 
possessed  of  a  bare  subsistence  or  in  absolute  poverty.  The  productions 
of  tlieir  labor  pass  into  the  hands  of  a  comparatively  small  number  of 
persons,  who,  whatever  may  be  their  skill  and  industry,  cannot  possibly 
produce  or  render  an  equivalent  in  useful  service  for  what  they  receive 
from  their  toiling  fellow-men.  For  the  most  part,  they  simply  furnish 
the  capital,  the  wealth  that  has  been  already  produced,  and  the  lands 
which  they  hold  by  inheritance  or  purchase,  and  invite  the  workers  to 
labor  ui)on  these  for  wages.  But  the  wages  are  such  as  will  merely, 
taking;  ^  the  great  masses,  keep  them  from  starving,  and  this  is  said  to  be 
according  to  the  law  of  supply  and  demand.  Now,  leaving  unquestioned 
the  right  of  possession  and  the  law  of  supply  and  demand,  let  us  ask  if 
there  ia  not  something  else  that  has  a  governing  power  over  the  rate  of 
wages  and  the  generd  award  of  production. 

in  all  civilized  countries,  money  is  the  standard  by  which  the  value 
of  all  production  and  work  is  estimated,  and  is  the  means  of  payment  for 
it.  Has  this  money  any  thing  to  do  with  the  vast  and  increasing  accumu- 
lation of  property  in  the  hands  of  the  few  in  our  country  ?  Has  it  any 
legal  power  that  gives  it  and  its  owners  a  control  over  the  wealth  and 
producti  n  ?  All  the  money  of  the  nation — its  gold,  silver,  and  paper 
money — is  of  trifling  value  compared  with  its  wealth  in  improved  lands, 
houses,  ships,  canals,  railroads,  merchandise,  etc.  If  these  were  destroy- 
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ed,  and  we  had  all  the  gold,  silver,  and  paper  money,  we  slionld  rtirre; 
where;it  should  merf ly  the  money  be  destroyed,  and  we  should  keep  lO 
these  productions  of  labor,  we  should  have  lost  bat  little  of  the  wealth 
of  the  country  ;  the  precious  mt^tals  not  being  needed  to  ent^  drink,  or 
wear,  and  the  paper  being  of  little  worth.    The  loss  would  be  very  smiD 
compared  with  the  value  that  was  destroyed  during  the  war.    Whit 
then  is  monfey  f    Is  a  dollar  simply  a  stamped  piece  of  g'»ld  or  silver,  or 
an  engraved  f)iece  of  paper,  which  people  esteem  so  highly  as  to  beliefo 
that  it  i.4,  in  itself^  worth  a  day^s  work  to  them,  or  that  it  is  as  vBloible 
as  a  bt]8hcl  of  grain  or  a  pair  of  shoes  ?    No ;  the  man  who  gets  the 
dollar  for  his  work  or  his  product,   does  not  want  it  to  eat  or  to 
wear,  ho  wants  it  to  bny  8(»mething  else,   and  the  dollar  is  a  Ug^ 
equivalent    for    that  something    else.      There   is    a  law  which  insti- 
tutes  the  money,    and    makes  it  a  vehicle    of   exchange  for  Iibor 
and  its  productions.    It  is  not  a  commodity :  it  is,  although  it  be  made 
of  gold  or  silver,  a  legal  reprenentatite  qf  talue.    It  has  certain  povers 
given  it  by  law  which  do  not  naturally  belong  to  any  substance.   It  is 
legally  cnpable  of  standing  for  and  representing  every  thing  that  is 
bought  and  sold  in  the  country.    Its  legal  powers  are  to  represent  raloe, 
to  measure  value,  to  accumulate  value  by  interest,  and  to  exchange  nine; 
and  these  powers  may  be  imparted  to  any  light  and  portable  nu^erial  bj 
legislative  action.    Paper  is  much  better  than  gold  and  silver,  becaoseft 
can  be  easily  bad  in  sufficient  quantity  to  fttmish  the  material  fbr  enoogh 
money  to  transact  the  business  of  the.  country.    It  is  not  its  materia!, 
but  its  le^al  powers,  which  constitute  the  value  of  a  dollar  as  mooej. 
Money  is  the  standard  of  distribution  for  the  pr(»duotions  of  labor;  and 
its  legal  powers  ought  to  be  such,  that  the  ordinary  effect  cf  ibeii^of 
the  money  shall  be  to  make  a  just  distribuiion  of  the  products  of  the 
country,  in  aooordance  with  the  labor  and  skill  expended  in  the  pro- 
duction. 

It  is  now  asserted  by  some  reformers,  that  the  wrongs  of  the  vealth- 
producing  classes  are  owing  to  the  institution  of  the  money  of  thenatioa 
on  a  false  basis,  and  ta  the  high  rates  of  interest  charged  for  its  ofl^ 
These  rates  of  interest  determine  not  only  what  sliall  be  given  for  tk 
use  of  money,  but  what  rents  shall  be  charged  for  the  use  of  all  i^uptf^- 

i  There  are  bat  two  purposes  to  which  the  yoariy  products  of  labor  canbeip- 
pUod.  One  is  the  payment  of  the  yesrly  rent  or  interest  on  the  capital  empIoM 
and  the  other  ia  the  payment  of  labor.  If  laborers  pay  to  capitiJ,  as  use  or  initf«' 
for  the  year,  their  whole  aurplas  products,  the  laborers,  as  a  body,  work  for » 
mere  snbsistenoe,  and  the  capital  takes  their  whole  surplus  eamiogs.  The  labors 
receives  for  his  year's  toil  food,  clothing,  and  shelter  only,  and  these  peihapa  of 
the  poorest  kind;  while  the  capitalist  lives  in  luxury,  increases  the  nnniberofiu* 
bonds  and  mortgages,  or  with  his  income  buys  land  or  builds  houses  to  H  '^^ 
will,  in  suooeodiug  years,  take  a  still  greater  sum  A-om  the  laborer.  The  lava 
interest,  or  percentage  on  money,  as  much  governs  the  rent  or  use  of  all  propert^i 
and  oonsequently  the  reward  of  labor,  as  the  law  of  gravitation  governs  tba  deieent 
of  water.  If  the  interest  on  money  be  too  high,  a  few  owners  of  oapitil  wi» 
inevitably  aocomnlate  the  wealth  or  products  of  the  mtuj^—KtiUogfi  "il^  iWf 
SjfiUm;*  p.  80. 

The  man  who  has  other  m6an<«  of  support,  and  who  owns  tf^  ^^ 
out  a  farm  or  house  at  a  rent  equal  to  seven  per  cent,  interest  on  itBTwo^ 
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clear  of  taxes,  insurance,  etc.,  receiving  rent  semi-annnally,  wLich  he 
reinvests  at  the  same  rate,  will  have,  in  ten  years  and  one  month,  an 
amount  equal  to  the  value  of  the  firm  or  house,  and  can  hny  another 
with  what  he  has  received  from  that  rent  during  the  ten  years.  The 
tenant  and  those  to  whom  the  landlord  lent  the  money  must  produce,  or 
ohtain  hy  their  lahor,  during  the  ten  years,  enongli  to  pay  for  another 
farm  or  Louse  and  give  it  to  the  owner  of  the  property,  hesides  returning 
to  him  the  house  or  farm  that  was  hired.  But  farms  will  not  generally 
produce  enough,  with  all  the  labor  the  tenant  can  expend  upon  them,  to 
pay  such  a  percentage  on  their  yalnatiuu.  The  effect  of  rates  of  interest 
demanded  by  the  law,  greater  than  labor  has  power  to  pay  by  all  its 
produoTii>n,  may  be  seen  in  the  accumulation  of  lands  and  wealth  in  a 
lew  hands  even  in  the  newer  states ;  and  in  the  older  ones,  in  the  wealth  of 
a  few  in  our  cities,  in  the  poverty  of  our  workers,  and  in  the  enormous 
and  increasing  evil  of  pauperism. 

According  to  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  the  aggregate  valuation  of  real  and  personal  property  in  the 
State,  in  1868,  was  $1,766,089,1^;  in  1845,  according  to  the  same 
report,  it  was  $605,646,095;  showing  an  annual  increase  in  the  wealth 
of  the  State  for  the  twenty- three  years  of  about  4i  per  cent  per  annum. 
But  the  legal  rate  of  interest  in  the  Sta  e  is  seven  per  cent,  and  often, 
directly  and  indirectly,  much  higher  rates  are  obtained.  If  the  property 
had  increased  at  the  percentage  demanded  by  the  ordinary  rate  of 
interest  on  the  money — the  interest  being  compounded  only  annually 
and  not  semi-annually  or  oftener  as  in  the  transactions  of  business — at 
the  annual  rate  of  seven  per  cent,  the  valuation  of  the  State  in  1868 
would  have  been  $2,687,000,000,  or  about  $900,000  000  more  than  all 
that  was  added  to  the  wealth  of  the  State  by  the  labor  of  all  iis  in- 
habitants. The  rate  of  interest  legally  demanded  of  laborers  more  than 
they  could  perform,  and  the  consequence  is  that  while  the  large  owners 
of  property  and  money  have  become  richer  by  the  addition  to  their 
capitul  of  the  annual  ^  per  cent,  and  also  by  the  absorption  of  small 
fortunes  into  the  greater  ones,  the  producers  of  the  wealth  have  had  as  a 
body  only  a  bore  subsistence,  and  large  nnmhers'  of  them  have  become 
paupers.  The  number  of  paupers  in  the  wealthy  State  of  New  York  for 
the  year  ending  December  l8t,1868,  according  to  the  Annual  Report  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  was  868,697,  and  the  number  of  persons  tempora- 
rily relieved  was  807,486,  mnking  an  aggrejirate  of  671, 188 persons  who 
were  indebted  to  the  State  for  assistafce  during  the  year.  Besides, 
many  received  charity  from  individuals,  or  were  aided  by  various  private 
associations  and  institutions.  The  number  of  persons  relieved  by  the 
"New  York  Association  for  Improving  the  Condition  of  the  Poor" 
for  the  year  ending  October  Ist^  1868,  was  27,528;  and  in  other 
large  cities  and  towns  no  doubt  many  persons  were  in  part  or  wholly 
dependent  on  private  aid.  But  setting  these  aside,  and  taking  the  public 
statistics  alone,  it  appears,  estimating  the  population  of  the  State  at  4,000,- 
000,  ^that  there  is  one  pauper  to  every  eleven  persons  throughout  the 
State,  and  that  one  person  out  of  every  six  receives  pnblio  aid.  The 
growth  of  pauperism  in  the  State  is  alarming.  In  1881  there  was  one 
pauper  to  every  123  persons,  in  1841  there  was  one  to  every  89  persons, 
and  in  1869  there  is  one.  to  every  11  persons.  That  such  poverty 
should  be  prolific  of  crime  is  a  matter  of  course.  The  statistics  of  other 
States,  to  which  we  have  not  had  access,  would  probably  furnish  addi- 
tional evidence  of  the  growth  of  pauperism  in  our  country. 
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Bat  to  compare,  on  a  larger  8ca]e,  the  iDorease  of  wealth  by  produe- 
tioQ  with  the  legal  demands  of  the  present  rates  of  iDterest.  In  1789 
the  total  property  valnation  of  tiie  United  States  for  taxation  was 
$619,977,247.  **  In  1860,  accorcling  to  the  marshal's  retnros,  it  had  risen 
to  116,159,616,068,  whilst  the  agtrregate  individaal  retams  show  the  real 
and  personal  private  property  of  the  country  to  be  worth  $19,089,15^- 
289.^  This  is  an  increase  in  the  valaation  of  the  conatry,  for  aeventr 
year^  of  a  little  lean  than  five  per  cent  annaally.  Had  it  increased 
at  SIX  per  cent,  which  is  considered  a  moderate  rate,  and  ia  below 
the  rate  of  interest  in  many  of  the  States,  the  valnation  of  the  coim- 
try  would  have  been  enhanced  to  abont  $41,000,000,000,  and  at  ^rtai 
per  cent,  to  more  than  $75,500,000,000.  The  difference  in  the  ao- 
cnmulaiion  of  property  at  various  rates  of  interest  aeema  not  to  be 
generally  understood.  At  the  customary  rates  the  accumulation  is 
enormous.  A  dollar  lent  at  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  half- 
yearly,  the  interest  being  reinvested  at  the  same  rate,  will  dunbla  in 
leas  than  twelve  years,  hut  s-iy  it  takes  fully  twelve  years  for  the  interest 
to  equal  the  principal,  one  dollar  lent  at  that  rate  would,  at  the  end  of 
three  hundred  and  sixty  years,  call  for  $1,078,741,824.  But  a  dollar  at  a 
rate  of  interest  of  one  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  half-yearly,  and  the 
interest  reinvested,  would,  at  the  end  of  the  same  period  of  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty  years,  call  for  about  $37.  At  one  per  cent  the  money 
doubles  in  sixty-nine  and  a  half  years;  at  three  per  cent  in  abont  twenty- 
three  and  a  half  years ;  and  at  seven  per  cent,  it  doubles  in  abont  ten 
years. 

**  Sappose  a  foreign  nation  ahoold  lend  to  the  Government  of  the  United  Stitcs 
$100,000  at  seven  per  cent,  on  condition  that  our  Qovemment  ahoald  give  her  bonds 
half  yeariy  for  the  pavment  of  the  intereat,  and  the  aam  ahoald  aoeamalate  for  a 
term  of  three  hundred  and  aixty  years.  However  proaperoua  onr  people  mieht  be, 
at  the  expiration  of  the  period  the  whole  property  of  the  nation  woald  not  pay  tbt 
debt.  At  aeven  per  cent  interest,  the  debt  woald  doable  In  about  ten  yeara.  la 
three  hundred  ana  Mxty  yearn,  f  100,000  loaned  at  aeven  per  cent  intereat  perannam 
woald  amount  to  $6,971.^47,678,600,000;  a  much  larger  aum  than  the  valaarioa  of 
the  property  of  the  whole  world.  Theae  calculations  make  it  evident  that  fix  and 
aeven  per  cent  intereat  cannot  and  oaght  not  to  be  paid  by  any  nation, "~**  Aiw 
Mondary  SyiUm,''  pp.  122,  128. 

Is  not  the  power  given  to  money  by  law,  to  gather  the  prodnctions  of 
labor  at  such  rates,  sufficient  to  account  for  the  poverty  of  the  wealth- 
producers  ;  and  can  anything  but  a  reduction  of  the  rate  of  interest 
afford  them  relief? 

The  financial  revulsions  that  occur  from  time  to  time  under  onr  pres- 
ent money  system,  and  the  frequent  stringency  in  the  money  market, 
compelling  debtors  and  borrowers  to  pay  rates  of  interest  beyond  the 
legal  ones,  are  also  fruitful  causes  of  suffering.  Whenever  the  volume  of 
the  currency  is  contracted,  the  property  of  debtors  and  the  products  of 
labor  are  diminished  in  price,  while  the  smaller  amount  of  money  allowed 
to  circulate  is  lent  at  a  higher  rate  of  interest,  so  that  the  contraction 
works  in  both  ways  against  debtors  and  producers. 

In  regard  to  the  coudition  of  the  newer  States  under  the  present 
money  system,  your  coinniittee  qnote  from  a  letter  bearing  date  May  2d, 
1869,  written  by  W.  IL  Olark,  of  Lostant,  III.,  a  delegate  from  a  Farmers' 
Union  of  that  State  to  the  last  National  Labor  Oouvention.    In  reply  to 

*  8m  *<  ObservAUAns  on  the  Censas,"  p.  XIIL,  Elgbth  Censna  of  the  United  States,    tfor- 
ttlMj  and  Miaoellaocons  StatbUet. 
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a  note  of  inquiry  addressed  to  bim  bj  a  member  of  the  Committee,  be 
says: 

"  In  regard  to  the  centralization  of  the  wealth,  it  is  progressing  as  fast  in  the 
West  at  least  as  in  the  East.  I  have  lived  in  lUiuois  since  1840 ;  at  that  time  nine 
tenths  of  the  land  was  unsold  by  the  Government,  a  great  part  of  which  has  since 
been  boQght  npby  speoolators,  and  sold  by  them  to  settlers  at  exorbitant  rates, 
or  held  by  them  and  rented.  Also  larse  quantities,  that  were  originally  entered  by 
actoal  setUera.  have  sinoe  been  sold  to  Wge  landholders,  in  oonseqaence  of  inability 
on  the  part  of  the  original  owners  to  meet  their  payments.  The  result  in  that  fh>m 
a  third  to  a  half  of  the  fitrmers  of  Illinois  to-day  are  living  on  and  working  rented 
land. 

*'  The  chances  of  the  poor  man  becoming  able  to  aoonmnlate  a  sufficient  amount 
to  purchase  a  home  are  growing  less  year  after  year,  the  capitalist  adding  furm  to 
farm,  buving  out  the  small  farms  of  those  who  have  bought  and  paid  a  part  down, 
leaving  the  balance  on  time,  or  who  have  perhaps  become  involved  for  improve- 
ments. I  am  satisfied  that  if  the  present  state  of  things  continues  twenty  years, 
Illinois,  instead  of  beine  the  home  of  an  industrious  andindependent  people,  tilling 
their  own  soil,  surrounmngthomaelves  with  home  comforts,  will  be  occupied  by  a 
corrupt  aristocracy  on  the  one  hand,  and  an  ignorant,  dependent,  cringing  set  of 
laborers  on  the  other ;  really  no  better  off  than  the  skves  of  the  Southern  States, 
without  the  time  or  means  necessary  for  social  enjoyment,  mental  culture,  or  moral 
improvement  And  what  is  true  of  Illinois  is  true  in  a  measure  of  all  Western 
States.  The  question  is.  How  shall  this  state  of  things  be  averted ;  What  U  tht 
rmnedyf  In  my  opinion  nothing  short  ofa  radical  change  in  the  monetary  system 
of  the  country  will  aave  us.  Abolish  the  world's  greatest  and  most  cruel  humbug— 
ffold  mofhey  and  gold  hatia—Xh^  cause  of  ninety-nine  hundredths  of  all  the  suffering, 
degradation,  and  crime  in  the  world,  and  institute  money,  that  shall  be  loaned  by  the 
Government  directly  to  the  people  on  land  security,  cease  to  t^quander  the  public 
lands  and  give  them  to  actual  settlers ;  and  commence  sending  honest  laboring  men 
and  women  to  our  Legislatures  and  to  Congress.'' 

It  is  claimed  that  the  evils  of  uigast  distribution  can  be  done  away, 
the  Yolnme  of  the  currency  adapted  to  the  needs  of  trade,  and  interest 
on  money  maintained  at  a  just  rate,  by  the  institntion  of  a  new  money 
system  on  true  principles;  that  this  will  operate  to  reward  labor  justly, 
and  to  give  to  capital  the  proportion  of  the  yearly  production  to  which 
it  is  justly  entitled. 

It  is  proposed  that  all  the  money  of  the  country  shall  be  issued  by  the 
Goyemment;  that  it  shall  be  legal  tender  puper  money — gold  by  reason 
of  its  scarcity  being  an  unfit  material — that  this  money  shall  be  issued  in 
exchange  for  mortgages  of  the  people  on  their  productive  real  estate ; 
that  is,  any  one  wbo  has  productive  land  may  mortgage  it  to  the  GoYern- 
ment,  paying  a  low  rate  of  interest  on  hia  mortgage,  and  receive 
therdbr  legal-tender  money  to  one-quarter  or  one-half  the  estimated 
value  of  his  land ;  and  so  long  as  he  pays  the  interest  regularly  on  his 
mortgage,  the  Government  will  not  recall  the  money.  There  being 
no  arbitrary  limit  to  the  amount,  which  might  be  so  borrowed,  a 
larger  sum  would  be  called  for  than  would  be  neoefsary  to  transact 
the  business  of  the  country,  the  provision  is  therefore  made  that 
bonds  of  the  Government  at  a  rate  of  interest  a  little  lower  than  the  one 
at  which  the  money  is  issued  shall  be  ready  to  fuud  any  surplus  money. 
A  man  finding  that  he  could  not  use  the  money  he  had  to  greater  advan- 
tage in  biLsiness,  nor  lend  it  to  h?s  neighbor,  would  lend  it  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  receive  therefor  a  bond  bearing  interest  at  the  established  rate. 
The  two  uses  of  money  are  to  buy  property  and  to  lend  on  interest,  and 
so  long  as  money  will  fulfil  either  of  these  functions  it  must  continue 
good.  The  provision  by  the  Government  of  bonds  to  take  up  any  sur- 
plus, at  a  certain  rate,  will  prevent  any  depreciation  of  the  money ;  and 
there  being  always  a  supply  to  be  had  on  good  security,  and  a  fund  for 
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aoy  fiurplns,  the  oorrencj  would  be  el&«tic,  coDforming  ito  volame  to  the 
needs  of  trade.  With  a  carreooj  of  limited  amoaot,  labor  is  always  in 
danger  of  oppression.  If  a  part  of  ihe  money  of  a  nation  be  hoarded  so 
as  to  make  a  scarcity,  and  the  people  Lave  no  means  of  obtaining  tbe 
requisite  supplj,  interest  will  rise,  and  property  and  labor  will  dimims^ 
in  value. 

In  so  brief  a  paper  as  this  Report,  it  is  impossible  to  gire  a  complete  or 
adequate  view  or  this  great  subject ;  it  may,  however,  be  interesting  to 
the  menibers  of  this  Conference  to  know  whether  any  steps  have  bera 
taken  by  those  who  are  the  most  obviously  interested  in  a  redaction  d 
the  rate  of  interest  and  the  a  loption  of  a  sound  natiunal  currency,  suffi- 
cient in  amount  for  the  trade  of  the  country.  That  part  of  the  working- 
men  and  workingwomen  known  as  the  Labor  Union,  and  represented  in 
the  National  Labor  Convention  held  in  New  York  in  September,  1?68, 
reaffirmed  the  "Platform  of  Principles"  adopted » at  Cbicago  in  1867, 
wherein  they  assert,* 

"That  money  \n  the  roediam  of  distribadon  to  non-prododng  eapital  and  pro- 
ducing Ittbor.  the  rate  of  interest  determining  what  proportion  of  the  producta  of 
labor  nliall  be  awarded  to  oapital  for  it«  nae,  and  what  to  labor  for  its  productiona ; 
that  the  power  to  make  money  and  regulate  its  value  is  an  esRentiml  attribata  of 
sovereignty,  the  exercise  of  wh«ch  is  by  the  Conatitotion  of  the  United  StaUAs  wisely 
and  properly  granted  to  Congreiw,  and  it  is  the  imperative  dntv  of  Ootigreaa  to  in- 
stitute it  upon  such  a  wise  and  inat  baaiB  that  it  abali  be  directly  nnder  the  cootrd 
of  the  soveieign  people  who  produce  the  value  it  ia  designed  to  reprw^nt,  moiwire, 
and  exchange,  that  it  may  bo  a  correct  and  uniform  standard  of  value,  and  dtftri- 
bute  the  nrcKiuctA  of  labor  equitably  between  capital  and  labor  aooordingto  the  act- 
vice  or  laoor  performed  in  their  production. 

'^Tiat  the  law  enacting  the  arMMtHed  National  Banking  avatem  is  a  delegat:«i 
bv  Congrei«s  of  the  aovereiirn  power  to  make  money  and  regulate  its  value  to  a  cbs 
of  irresponsible  banking  asaocaations,  thereby  giving  to  them  the  power  to  eoatnA 
the  value  of  all  the  property  in  the  nation,  and  to  fix  the  rewards  of  labor  in  eveir 
department  of  industry,  and  ia  inimical  to  the  spirit  of  lil>erty  and  aabversire  of 
the  principles  of  juatice  upon  which  our  demooratio republican  inatitutious  are  fosnd- 
ed,  and  without  warrant  in  the  Conatitution,  iustioe,  reason,  and  sound  policy  de- 
mond  its  immediate  repeal  and  the  aubatitution  of  legal-tender  Treasury  notes 
as  the  exclusive  currency  of  the  nation." 

And  further  they  say — 

"  That  the  first  and  most  important  step  toward  the  establisbment  of  tbe 
rigbta  of  labor  is  the  institntion  of  a  pyatem  of  true  oo-opentlon  between  non-pro- 
ducing capitfll  and  labor.  That  to  effect  this  moat  desirable  object,  money,  the 
medium  of  distribution  to  capital  and  labor,  must  be  instituted  upon  such  a  wise 
and  juHt  principle  that  inateaa  of  bcini;  a  power  to  oentralixe  the  wealth  in  the  hands 
of  a  few  bunkers,  usurers,  middlemen,  and  non-produoera  generally,  it  shall  be  a 
power  that  will  aiitribute  producta  to  prodacere  in  acoordanoe  witn  the  labor  or 
senrice  performed  in  their  production — the  servant  and  not  the  master  of  labor. 
This  done,tl»e  nRtnral  rights  of  labor  will  be  secured,  and  co-operation  in  produc- 
tion and  in  the  distribution  of  prodncttn  will  follow  as  a  natural  oonaeouenoe.  The 
weight  will  be  lifted  fVom  the  hack  of  the  laborer,  and  the  wealth-proa ucine  classes 
will  have  the  time  and  the  means  neoessary  for  social  enjoyment,  intellectual  cnlmrs 
and  morHl  improvement,  and  the  non-producing  cUisaea  compelled  to  earn  a  living 
by  honest  industry.^  We  hold  that  this  can  be  effected  by  the  isitu  qf.  TWuvry  nOtt 
fiuuU  a  UgalUntl^r  in  ihs  paymeni  of  aU  defds  public  ana  private^  and  converUbii  st 
ihs  option  of  ih€  h<tlder  into  Oovtmment  bonfUy  hearing  a  just  rate  of  inUreet,  iufi- 
eienUybffow  the  rate  of  increase  in  the  national  UMalth  if  natural  proSietion,ae  tomue 
aneqwtahUdietrihuUontf  the produ€ie<f  labor  between  WinprodMcw 
reserving  to  Conffresa  the  right  to  niter  the  aame  when,  in  their  judgment,  the  }>ob- 
lio  interest  would  be  promoted  thereby;  giving  the  government  oreditor  .the  right 

*6oe  Report  of  Proceedings  of  the  Seoond  Eeftion  of  the  National  Labor  Umoo,  Scpc 
21,  IcSo. 
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to  take  the  lawAil  money  or  the  intereat-bearinjr  bonds  at  hia  election,  with  the  priv- 
ilege to  the  holder  to  reconvert  the  bonds  into  money  or  the  money  into  bonoB  at 
pleasure. 

'^  We  hold  this  to  be  the  true  American,  or  people's  monetary  system,  adapted 
to  the  penias  of  our  Democratic  Republican  Institutions,  in  harmony  with  the  letter 
and  spirit  of  the  Constitution  and  nuiled  to  the  wants  of  the  government  ond  busi- 
ness interests  of  the  nation ;  that  it  would  Airnish  a  medium  of  exchange,  havinfr 
equal  power,  a  uniform  value,  and  fitted  for  the  performanoQ  of  all  the  functions  of 
money,  oo-oxtensive  with  the  jurindiction  of  government.  That  with  a  just  rate 
per  ooat  iDtere:<t  on  the  ffovernment  bonds,  it  would  effect  the  equitable  distribution 
of  the  products  of  labor  between  non-pro<  I  ucing  capital  and  labor,  giving  to  laborers 
a  fair  compensation  for  their  pro*lucts.  and  to  capital  a  just  reward  fbr  its  nsa: 
remove  the  necessity  for  excessive  toil  and  afford  the  industrial  dashes  the  time  and 
moans  necessary  for  social  und  intellectual  culture.  With  the  rate  of  interest  at 
three  percent,  on  the  government  bonds,  the  national  debt  would  bo  liquidated  with- 
in less  than  thirty  >ears  without  the  imposition  or  collection  of  one  farthing  of  taxes 
for  that  purpose.  Thus  it  would  dispense  with  the  hungrv  hoard  of  assessors,  tax- 
gatherers,  and  government  spies  that  i.re  now  harusaing  the  industrial  classes  and 
despoiling  them  of  their  subsistence.'* 

This  p^an  differs  fh)m  the  one  previoDsly  stated,  taken  from  Kellogg's 
New  Monetary  System,  which  proposes  to  issue  the  whole  money  of  the 
nation  for  mortgages  on  productive  land ;  the  money  proposed  in  the 
foregoing  "  platform"  would  rest  on  the  credit  of  the  Government,  backed 
by  the  taxable  property  of  the  people,  without  the  additional  security  of 
the  mortgages  of  individuals ;  but  both  contain  the  same  great,  essential 
feature ;  that  is  the  provision  for  funding  any  surplus  money  wii  li  Govern- 
ment bonds  bearing  interest ;  the  bonds  being  reoonvertible  into  money 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  holders. 

William  H.  Sylvis,  the  President  of  the  National  Labor  Unionjin  a 
letter  dated  Philadelphia,  November  16tb,  1868,  addressed  ''  To  the  Work- 
ing People  of  the  United  States,"  says: 

**  When  ft  just  monetary  system  has  been  established,  there  will  no  longer  exist 
a  necessity  for  Trade  Unions.  I,  Uierefore,  cail  upon  every  Trade  Union  in  the  coun- 
try to  take  hold  of  this  matter  in  earnest. 

"  The  whole  productive  powers  of  the  nation  have  become  subservient  to,  and 
dependent  upon  this  monied  aristocracy.  Thoy  control  the  whole  currency  of  the 
couutrv.  and  by  the  money  control  the  government. 

"  Our  people  are  being  divided  into  *woclas(«es.  the  rich  and  the  poor — the  pro- 
ducers and  the  non-producers — the  busy  bees  in  tne  industrial  hive,  and  the  idle 
drones  who  fatten  upon  what  they  steal.  The  working  people  of  our  nation,  white 
and  black,  male  and  female,  are  sinking  to  a  condition  of  serfdom.  Even  now  a 
system  of  slavery  exists  in  our  land,  worse  than  ever  existed  under  the  old  slave 
system.  The  centre  of  the  slave  power  no  longer  exists  south  of  Mason  and  Dixon's 
line,  it  has  been  transferred  to  Wall-street.  Its  vitality  is  to  be  found  in  onr  huffe 
national  bank  swindle,  and  a  false  monetary  system.  The  war  abolished  the  rignt 
of  property  in  man,  but  it  did  not  abolish  slavery.  This  movement  we  are  now  en- 
gaged in  is  the  great  anti-slaverv  movement,  and  we  must  push  on  the  work  of 
emancipation  until  slavery  is  abolished  in  every  comer  of  our  country.  Our  objective 
point  is  a  new  monetary  system,  a  system  that  will  take  from  a  few  men  the  power 
to  control  the  money,  and  give  to  the  people  a  cheap, secure,  and  abundant  currency. 
This  done  and  the  people  will  be  fVee.  then  will  come  such  a  social  revolution  aa  tho 
world  has  never  witnessed,  honest  inaustry  in  every  department  will  receive  its  just 
reward,  and  public  thieves  will  be  compelled  to  make  an  honest  living." 

The  persons  thus  addressed  are  chiefly  members  of  the  Trades  Unions, 
who  form  a  nucleus  for  a  political  party,  and  who  are  easily  instructed 
through  their  various  or^^anizationta.  On  April  10th,  1869,  a  Convention  of 
Delegates  of  Trades  Unions  from  seyernl  States  met  at  Washington,  and 
among  other  resolutionp,  pashed  the  following :  "  That  it  is  the  duty  of 
workingmen  not  to  sustain  or  vote  to  elect  any  candidates  for  State  or 
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National  offices  who  are  known  in 
One  of  onr  daily  papers  remarks, 
formation  of  a  80-oalled  labor  pa 
formed  ;^'  and  declares  that  it  is  a 
Bat  it  appears  cTideot  that  it  is  i 
chanics  aod  artisans,  who  mainly 
is  for  the  adyantage  of  the  great  i 
change  shonld  be  made  in  the  ra 
money  for  the  wants  of  the  connt 
be  released  from  the  control  of  [ 
laboriDg  people  are  the  migority 
the  Nation — and  therefore  oaght 
State  and  National  Legislatures, 
steps  to  secure  what  they  have  ai 
laboring  men  ioto  the  legislative 
of  bribery — never,  nntil  then,  wi 
press  fairly,  equally  on  all,  accord 
uals  composing  society.  Never 
labor  and  capital  be  properly  a^ 
wealth  in  the  hands  of  a  few  be  j 
people  be  enabled  to  enjoy  all  the 
life. 

Your  Committee  respectfully 
eration,  the  foregoing  statements 
to  be  the  theme  of  great  and  gro 
tense  political  and  social  conflict. 
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The  Eighteenth  Yeablt  MEEnNo  of  PaoGREssiyB  Fbiendb  con- 
vened at  Longwood,  Chester  Co.,  Pa.,  on  Pifkh  day,  the  2d  of 
Sixth  month,  1870,  at  11  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Anna  Maey  Mabrhat.t.,  one  of  the  derks,  lead  the  ^aU,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Thb  Pboobebsiyb  Fbisnds  will  hold  their  Eighteenth  Yearly  Meeting  at  Long- 
wood  (near  Hamorton),  Chester  Connty,  Pa.,  commencing  on  Fifth  day  (Thurs- 
day), the  2d  of  Sixth  month  (June),  1870,  at  11  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  continuing 
three  days. 

All  those  who  desire  to  share  the  fellowship  of  a  Religious  Society  whose  only 
bond  of  union  is  Love,  and  which  imposes  upon  its  members  no  theological  test, 
but  welcomes  the  co-operation  of  all  who  seek  to  illustrate  their  fidth  in  God  by 
devotion  to  Humanity,  are  cordially  inyited  to  attend  this  meeting.  While  CTcry 
indlTidual  wiD  be  at  liberty  to  Express  his  opinions  upon  any  of  the  questions  that 
divide  and  agitate  the  religious  world,  the  xnlmary  object  of  the  gathering  is  not 
ta  discuss  problems  in  theology,  but  to  unite  all,  of  whatever  creed,  in  earnest, 
practical  efforts  to  reform  and  reconstruct  human  society  upon  principles  of 
Justice,  Equality,  and  Fraternity;  to  stimulate  those  moral,  social,  and  spiritual 
Influences  which  tend  to  purity  and  ennoble  the4iuman  race;  to  rejoice  in  view  of 
the  enfhmchisement  of  a  people  long  oppressed  and  enslaved,  and  to  adopt  meas- 
ures for  removing  fi-om  our  Constitutions  and  laws  the  provisions  which  deny  to 
women  the  fall  rights  of  citizenship ;  to  bear  a  testimony  against  the  national  sins 
and  social  evils  of  the  time ;  to  cultivate  the  spirit  of  Universal  Brotherhood,  and 
to  foster  the  aspirations  and  hopes  by  which  Humanity  rises  above  all  that  is 
cf^rthly,  groveling  and  evanescent,  and  takes  hold  of  the  Immortal  Life. 

Outer  Johnson  spoke  briefly  of  the  principles  and  objects  of  the 
Society,  of  its  work  in  the  past^  and  of  the  dnties  and  responsi- 
bilities now  resting  upon  ii 

Chandleb  Dabunqton,  Sabah  Mabott  Babnabd,  and  J.  Wj^ajam. 
Cox  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  settle  with  the  Treasurer  and 
nominate  Clerks  and  Treasurer  for  the  ensuing  year. 

A  Business  Committee  was  appointed,  as  follows  :  Wic  Lloyd 
Gabbison,  Thomas  Gabbett,  Wk.  Henbt  Channino,  Sophbonia  R 
Wabneb,  Simon  Babnabd,  Oliyeb  Johnson,  Dedobah  Pennook,  Ellen 
M.  Child,  Chablotte  A.  FABBmoroN. 

From  John  Gk)BD0N,  of  Salem,  Ohio,,  a  letter  was  receiyed,  ex- 
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pressing  his  deep  interest  in  the  Society  and  his  regret  that  he 
could  not  attend  this  meeting. 

Wm.  Hknbt  Ghannino  made  a  brief  address,  in  v(idc3i  he  express- 
ed his  hearty  concurrence  in  the  '^  Exposition  of  Sentiments " 
adopted  by  this  Society  at  the  time  of  its  formation,  and  spoke  of 
the  opportunities  and  duties  of  a  religious  body  formed  for  pur- 
poses so  broad  and  beneficent.  Chandleb  Dablxnotox  and  Outbb 
JoHMsoM  also  spoke  briefly. 

AFTERNOON    SESSION. 

Chandler  Darunqton,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  appointed  to 
nominate  Clerks,  presented  the  names  of  the  present  incumbents, 
Oliveb  Johnson  and  Anna  Mart  Marshatj.,  and  they  w^re  appointed  • 
accordingly. 

The  same  Committee  presented  the  report  of  the  Treasurer, 
showing  the  receipts  during  the  past  year  to. have  been  $190.23, 
the  expenditures  $1*28.49,  the  balance  on  hand  $61.74  The  Com- 
mittee named  Aaron  Mendenhall  for  Treasurer  for  the  Anfming 
year,  and  he  was  appointed  accordingly. 

William  Llotd  Garrison,  on  behalf  of  the  Business  Committee, 
presented  a  testimony  on  the  ''  Progress  of  Equal  Rights,"  as  shown 
by  the  ratification  of  the  Fiftee4th  Amendment  to  the  Constita- 
tion  of  the  United  States.  An  interesting  dis^u^sion  followed,  in 
which  SoPHRONiA  E.  Warner,  Wm.  Lloyd  Garrison,  Mart  A  W. 
Johnson,  Chandler  Darlinoton,  Thomas  Garrett,  Wm.  Hkvrt 
Channino,  Oliver  Johnson,  and  Samuel  D.  Moore,  took  part;  after 
which  the  testimony  was  adopted. 

SECOND   DAY. 

The  hymn,  "  Awake  I  my  soul,  stretch  every  nerve,"  was  sung. 

Wm.  Llotd  Garrison,  on  behalf  of  the  Business  Committee, 
presented  a  testimony  on  Prison  Discipline.  A  discussion  of  very 
deep  interest  followed,  in  which  Wm.  Llotd  Garrison,  Wm.  He-n^rt 
Channino,  Sophronia  R  Warner,  Oliver  Johnson,  Smfth  R  itc- 
MiLLAN,  J.  W.  Thorne,  Mart  A  W.  Johnson,  Samuel  D.  Moori^ 
Dr.  Sumner  Stebbins,  and  Chandler  DARLmoroN,  took  part.  In 
the  midst  of  the  discussion  the  Lord's  Prayer  was  sung.  The 
testimony  was  unanimously  adopted. 
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AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  hymn,  "  O  Love !  O  Life  1 "  was  sung. 

A  collection  was  made  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  meeting  for 
the  ensuing  year.    The  simi  of  $167.25  was  contributed. 

Wm.  Lloyd  Garrison,  on  behalf  of  the  Business  Committee, 
presented  a  testimony  on  Temperance.  An  earnest  discussion 
followed,  Marriott  Brosius,  Dr.  Sumner  Stebbins,  J.  W.  Thorne, 
Edward  L  Galtin,  Wm.  Lloyd  Garrison,  Sophronia  E.  Warner, 
and  Samuzl  D.  Moore,- taking  part  The  hymn,-  "Mourn  for  the 
thousands  slain,'' was  sung.  The  testimony  was  adopted  by  a 
unanimous  and  yeiy  emphatic  vote. 

THIRD  DAY. 

{The  hymn,  "  The  Lord  is  my  Shepherd,"  was  sung. 

J.  Williams  Thorne,  of  Warren  Co.,  N.  C.  (formerly  of  Chester 
Co.,  Pa.),  made  a  f  ery  interesting  statement,  showing  the  progress 
of  society  in  that  region  since  the  abolition  of  slavery,  and  the  ad- 
mission of  the  negro  to  the  baUot-box. 

WnjJAM  Lloyd  Garrison,  rising  to  present  a  report  from  the 
Business  Committee,  said  he  would  first  read  a  brief  notice  of  this 
Society  from  the  Toledo  (O.)  Index.  The  article  was  from  the  pen 
of  Wm.  J.  Potter^  of  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  who  attended  our  meet- 
ing last  year,  and  was  an  expression  of  heartfelt  interest  in  this 
Society  as  a  part  of  the  Free  Eeligious  movement.  Mr.  Garrison 
then  read  a  testimony  on  Woman  Sufl&^e.  A  very  earnest  dis- 
cuq^ion  ensued,  in  which  Sophronia  E.  Warner,  Wm.  Lloyd  Gar- 
rison, Wm.  Pyle,  Samuel  Marshall,  and  Wm.  Henry  Channino, 
participated.  <. 

a^kernoon  session. 

The  song,  "  God  Speed  the  Bight,"  having  been  sung,  the  testi- 

♦  mony  on  Woman  SuflErage  was  further  considered.     After  remarks 

by  W.  H.  Channing,  J.  W.  Thorne,  and  Edward  L  Galvin,  and  a 

more  elaborate  address  by  Wm.  Lloyd  Garrison,  the  testimony 

was  adopted  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

Wm.  Lloyd  Garrison,  on  behalf  of  the  Business  Committee, 
presented  a  testimony  on  the  Indian  Question,  and,  after  remarks 
by  Smith  B.  McMillan  and  J.  W.  Thorne,  it  was  adopted. 
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The  tefitimonj  next  considered  was  that  on  Public  and  PriTato 
Charity,  which  was  adopted  without  discussion. 

A  testimony  against  the  "  The  Use  of  Tobacco/'  was  next  pre- 
sented ;  and,  after  remarks  by  Samubl  D.  Moori,  Smith  B.  Mo- 
William,  Wm.  Lloyd  Garbibok,  Edward  L  Gaxtin,  J.  W.  Thoexe, 
and  Chamdleb  Darlinotom,  it  was  adopted. 

The  hymn,  "  O  Loyc  Divine !  that  stooped  to  share,"  was  sung ; 
after  which  a  testimony  on  Religion  and  the  Common  Schools 
was  introduced.  After  remarks  by  Smith  B.  McMillak,  J.  W. 
Thobmx»  Wm.  Lloyd  Garrison,  Samuel  D.  Moore,  and  Qliybb 
Johnson,  it  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Ouyee  Johnson,  the  yearly  meeting  expressed 
its  grateful  appreciation  of  the  music  which  had  added  so  much 
to  the  interest  of  its  proceedings.  The  singers,  who  kindly  vol- 
unteered their  services  for  the  occasion,  were  Fanny  Greqory, 
John  Chambers,  Ellen  Taylor,  and  Susan  T.  Jaceson. 

The  Clerks  announced  that  they  had  appointed  Deborah  Pen- 
nogs,  J.  William  Cox,  and  Hetty  A.  Mendbnhall,  to  aid  theaoa.  in 
preparing  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  for  the  press,  and  in 
issuing  the  call  for  Che  meeting  next  year. 

After  a  few  tender  parting  words  from  Edward  I.  Galvin  and 
Wm.  Llotd  Garrison,  the  meeting  closed  with  singings  the  hymn, 
"Nearer,  my  God,  to  thee.''  , 

Oliver  Johnson,  ) 

Anna  Mary  Marshall,   f 


The  next  Yearly  Meeting  will  co|ivene  on  the  Second  Fifth  day 
(Thursday)  of  the  Sixth  month  (June),  1871.. 
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I.~PROGRE88  OF  EQUAL  RIGHTS. 

Last  year,  sturyeying  the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  country,  we 
ventured  to  express  a  confident  anticipation  that  the  Fifteenth  Amend* 
ment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  would  soon  be  adopted. 
It  is  now  our  privilege  to  record  the  fulfillment  of  that  antidpatioBi 
On  the  80th  day  of  the  Third  month  (March),  1870,  it  was  officially 
proclaimed,  under  the  seal  of  the  Department  of  State,  that  the  said 
Amendment  had  ^^  become  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  a  part 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,"  the  Legislatures  of  twenty- 
nine  States  having  r&tified  the  same.  The  Amendment  is  in  these 
word/: 

''Art.  15.  Section  1.  The  right  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  vote  shaU 
not  be  denied  or  abridged  by  the  United  States,  or  by  any  State,  on  account  of 
race,  color,  or  previouB  condition  of  seiritude. 

See.  2.  The  Congres*  shaU  haye  power  to  enforce  this  Article  by  appropriate 
legislation." 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  in  view  of  the  vast  importance 
of  this  Amendment,  made  it  the  occasion  of  a  special  message  to  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress,  thereby  taking  a  step  for  which  there  was  no 
precedent  in  the  history  of  the  Government  The  message  was  worthy, 
alike  in  its  tone,  spirit,  and  purpose,  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  a  Free 
Republic,  and,  marking,  as  it  does,  a  new  era  in  the  progress  of  liberty, 
we  cite  from  it  these  noble  words; 

**A  measure  which  makes  at  once  fonr  millions  of  people  voters,  who  were 
lieretofore  declared  by  the  highest  tribunal  in  the  land  not  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  nor  eligible  to  become  so,  with  th#  assertion  that  at  the  time  of  the  Decla- ' 
ration  of  Independence  the  opinion  was  fixed  and  nniyersal— in  the  civilized  por- 
tion of  the  wliite  race,  regarded  as  an  axiom  in  morals  as  well  as  in  politics— 
that '  black  men  had  no  rights  which  Mtfiite  men  were  bound  to  respect,*  is  indeed 
a  measure  of  grander  importance  than  any  other  one  act  of  the  kind  fh>m  the 
foundation  of  our  flree  Government  to  the  present  time.  Institutions  like  ours, 
in  which  all  power  is  derived  dlrecUy  from  the  people,  mnst  depend  mainly  upon 
their  intelligence,  patriotism,  and  industry.    I  call  the  attention,  therefore,  of  the 
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newt^HinfirtnchlBed  race  to  the  Importance  of  their  etriving,  in  eyeiy  boaotable 
manner,  to  make  themselyee  worthy  of  their  new  privile^  To  the  race  more 
favored  heretofore  by  oar  laws,  I  wpnld  say,  withhold  no  legal  priTilege  of  ad- 
Tancement  to  the  new  cittsens.  The  framers  of  our  ConstitaUon  firmly  b^ered- 
that  a  republican  form  of  goTemftient  coold  not  endure  without  mtelligence  and 
education  generally  dlfifUsed  among  the  people.  The  Father  of  his  Conntzy,  in 
his  Farewell  Address,  uses  this  language :  *  Promote,  then,  as  a  matter  of  pcimazr 
importance,  institutions  for  the  general  difi^on  of  knowledge.  In  proportion 
as  the  structure  of  the  Ooyemment  gives  foree  to  public  opinion,  it  is  esseDtial 
that  public  opinion  should  be  enlightened.*  In  his  first  Annual  message  to  Con- 
gress the  same  views  were  forcibly  presented,  and  are  again  urged  in  his  eigfatii 
message. 

**  I  repeat  that  the  adoption  of  the  Fifteenth  Amendment  to  the  Constitiitioo 
completes  the  greatest  civil  change,  and  constitutes  the  most  important  event 
that  has  occurred  since  the  nation  came  into  life.  The  change  will  be  beneficial 
in  proportion  to  the  heed  that  is  given  to  the  urgent  recommendations  of  Wash- 
ington. If  these  recommendations  were  important  then,  with  a  popolatioD  of 
but  a  few  millions,  how  much  more  important  now,  with  a  population  of  forty 
Billions,  and  increasing  in  a  rapid  ratio !  I  would  therefore  call  upon  Congress 
to  take  all  the  means  within  their  constitutional  power  to  promote  and  encoor- 
age  popular  education  throughout  the  country,  and  upon  the  people  eveiywheie 
to  see  to  it  that  all  who  possess  and  exercls^  political  ri^ts  shall  have  the  oppor- 
tunity to  acquire  the  knowledge  which  ¥dll  make  their  share  in  the  Government 
a  blessing  and  not  a  danger.  By  such  means  only  can  the  benefit«  contemidated 
by  this  amendment  to  the  Constitution  he  secured. 

"U.  aolajTr. 

''  IPxeeuHve  Mansion,  March  SOth,  1870.'* 

When  we  remember  that,  only  ten  years  ago,  the  slaye  power  was 
dominant  in  every  department  of  the  government,  and  that  four  mil- 
lions of  slaves  Were  appealing  to  Heaven  for  a  redress  of  their  wrongs, 
the  change  indicated  by  this  message  of  the  President  is  seen  to  be  one 
of  the  marvels  of  history.  That  those  who  were  enslaved  are  not  only 
emancipated,  but  standing  side  by  side  with  their  former  masters  under 
the  broad  banner  of  civil  and  political  liberty,  is  a  fact  of  such,  scope 
and  significance  that  the  mind  struggles  in  vain  to  comprehend  it.  In 
our  rejoicings  over  this  grand  consummation,  we  should  not  fdrget  that 
a  great  work  still  remains  to  be  done  to  prepare  these  new  voters  for 
the  intelligent  (fischarge  of  their  duty  as  citizens  of  the  Republic 
The  sudden  admittance  of  so  many  ignorant  men  to  the  ballot-box  is, 
no  doubt,  attended  with  serious  evils ;  but  those  evils  may  be  surely 
averted  by  organized  efforts  to^  diffuse  the  blessings  of  education 
throughout  the  lately  rebellious  states.  It  behoves  us,  also,  to  renfem- 
ber  that  the  spirit  of  slavery  and  of  caste,  which  still  lives  in  the 
hearts  of  multitudes  of  our  fellow-countrymen,  is  too  subtle  to  be  en- 
tirely repressed  by  the  power  of  law,  and  that  there  is  still  need  of 
persistent  and  determined  moral  efforts  for  its  extermination.  Against 
that  spirit,  however  it  may  manifest  itself,  whether  in  attempts  to  per- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


9 

I>etnate  unjust  laws  and  customs,  or  in  acts  of  social  proscription,  it  is 
the  duty  of  all  good, citizens  to  bear  a  faithful  testimony. 

n.— TEMPERANCE. 

Thb  &ct8  and  testimonies  of  history,  ancient  and  modem,  and  all  ex- 
perience teach — ^That  the  use  of  any  kind  of  intoxicating  drink,  as  a 
beverage,  tends  to  produce  habits  of  intemperance,  and  to  foster  "v^ccy 
crime  and  disorder,'  subversive  of  social  virtue,  individual  integrity, 
and  the  public  welfare ;  and  that  total  abstinence  is,  therefore,  the  only 
secure  basis  of  a  permanent  temperance  reform : — 

That  it  is  the  imperative  duty  of  the  religious  community,  and  es- 
pecially of  all  teachers,  moralists,  ministers  and  physicians,  to  lend 
their  utmost  influence  to  abolish  those  drinking  usages  of  society 
which  constitute  such  formidable  barriers  to  the  progress  of  temper- 
ance, peace,  and  the  well-being  of  every  community : — 

That  investing  the  traffic  in  intoxicating  liquors  with  the^ authority 
and  respectability  of  legal  sanction  is  wrong  in  principle,  and  beyond 
the  just  powers  of  legislation  ;•  therefore  the  total  prohibition  of  such 
traffic  is  demanded  by  the  highest  moral  considerations ;  and  a  great 
duty,  enjoined  by  citizenship,  remains  undischarged  while  those  who 
wield  the  'elective  franchise  fail  to  employ  every  appropriate  means  to 
secure  the  election  to  office  of  candidates  who  are  favorable  to  the  en- 
actment of  an  uncompromising  prohibitory  law. 

That  we  are  deeply  impressed  with  the  wrongfulness  of  using  alcoho- 
lic wines  for  sacramental  purposes,  whereby  some  reformed  inebriates 
have  been  irrecoverably  lost,  and  a  religious  sanction  is  given  to  a  per- 
nicious custom;  and  we  earnestly  exhort  ministers  and  churches  to 
abandon  the  usage  of  associating  with  the  ordinances  of  religion  a 
dangerous  and  alluring  drink. 

That,  since  the  progress  of  medical  science  has  exploded  many  theo- 
ries oii  which  the  prescription  of  alcohol  has  been  heretofore  based, 
and  has  demonstrated,  not  Only  its  non-dietetic  character,  but  also 
its  non-medicinal  virtue  in  a  large  range  of  disease ;  we  earnestly 
call  upon  the  medical  faculty  of  the  country  to  remember  their  grave 
moral  and  social  responsibilities  in  prescribing  so  questionable  and 
.  *  dangerous  an  agent,  %nd  to  discountenance  alcoholic  medication  to  the 
Utmost  possible  limit. 

That,  believing  we  can  never  see  the  ultimate  fruition  of  the  reform 
until  we  rear  a  nation  of  temperance  men  and  women,  we  advise  every 
effort  to  be  made  with  regard  to  the  young,  that  they  may  be  instructed 
in  right  principles,  and  induced  to  right  action  on  this  subject ;  and  we 
commend  associated  effort  among  the  children  by  instituting  Sands  of 
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Hope,  or  similar  associations,  and  by  the  introdaction  of  the  common 
pledge  into  the  schools  and  families ;  and  to  tl^s  end  we  aoHcit  the 
active  co-operation  of  all  parents  and  teacheiB. 

in.— PRISON   REFORM. 

It  18  a  painfhl  and  discreditable  fact,  that  the  condition  of  criminah, 
and  the  measures  proper  for  their  reformation,  are  regarded  by  the  com- 
munity with  so  much  indifference.  There  are,  at  the  present  time,  in 
the  prisons  of  our  country,  at  least  thirty  thousand,  and  perhaps  fifty 
thousand  persons,  convicted  or  suspected  of  crime,  for  whose  improve- 
ment very  little  is  done,  and  yet  whose  moral  and  mental  condition  calb 
for  the  most  active  efforts  in  their  behalf.  Most  of  these  are  ignorant 
persons,  who  have  never  had  a  fair  chance  in  life,  and  whose  crimes, 
however  heinous  they  may  be,  must  be  ascribed  in  part,  to  the  neglect 
or  the  temptations  of  society. 

The  supreme  aim  of  prison  discipline  should  be  the  reformation  of 
criminals ;  not  the  infliction  of  vindictive  suffering.  But  the  problem 
of  reforming  criminals  has  not  yet^been  solved  in  the  United  States. 
A  few  are  reformed,  but  the  mass  leave  the  prison  as  hardened  and  at 
dangerous  as  when  they  enta^d  it ;  many  even  more  so.  It  is  evident, 
therefore,  that  our  aims  and  our  methods  need  to  be  changed,  so  that 
practice  shall  conform  to  theory,  and  the  process  of  public  punishment 
be  made,  in  fact  as  well  as  in  pretence,  a  process  of  reformatioD.  The 
principle  of  all  effective  prison  discipline,  certainly  of  aU  that  is  meant 
to  be  curative  as  well  as  deterrent,  is  enunciated  in  one  terse  scriptorsl 
dictum.  *'  Overcome  evil  with  goodJ*^  We  regard  the  following  as  among 
the  essential  conditions  of  a  reformatory  discipline : 

1.  A  progressive  classification  of  prisoners,  based  on  character  and 
merit,  whereby  they  may  be  advanced  firom  class  to  class,  as  they  eara 
such  promotion,  gaining  at  each  step  increased  comfort  and  privil^e. 

2.  Hope,  being  a  more  potent  agent  than  fear,  must  be  made  an  ever- 
present  force  in  the  minds  of  prisoners,*  by  a  well  devised  system  of 
rewards.  Such  rewards  should  consist  of  a  diminution  of  sentence,  a 
participation  in  earnings,  a  gradual  withdrawal  of  prison  restraints, 
and  constantly  increasing  privileges,  as  they  are  earned  by  good  cour 
duct  A  regulated  self-interest  must  be  brought  into  play.  In  the* 
prison,  as  in  free  society,  there  must  be  the  stimulus  of  some  personal 
advantage  accruing  from  the  prisoner's  efforts.  Giving  prisoners  an 
interest  in  their  industry  and  good  conduct  tends  to  give  them  benefi- 
cial thoughts  afkd  habits ;  and  what  no  severity  of  punishment  will  en- 
force, a  moderate  personal  interest  readily  obtains. 

8.  iiilucation  is  one  of  the  vital  forces  of  the  reformaticm  of  the  fidlen, 
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who  have  generally  sinned  through  some  form  of  ignorance,  conjoined 
*  with  vice.  Schools  and  familiar  lectures,  with  illustrations  by  maps, 
globes,  dravdngs,  models,  etc.,  should  be  instituted  ;  indeed,  a  prison 
should  be  a  great  school,  in  which  almost  eyerything  is  made  sub- 
servient to  instruction  in  some  form — ^moral,  intellectual,  industrial. 

4.  Industrial  training  is  indispensable  as  an  agency  in  reforming 
fallen  men  and  women.  It  was  a  maxim  with  Howard,  "  Make  men 
diligent,  and  they  will  be  honest."  Work  is  the  basis  of  all  reforma- 
tory discipline.  It  not  only  aids  reformation,  but  is  essential  to  it.  To 
teach  a  conyict  a  trade  is  to  make  him  master  of  the  great  art  of  self- 
help.  It  is  to  give  him  the  power  to  live  honestly,  without  which  the 
mil  is  of  little  avaiL 

5.  The  reformation  of  criminals  will  never  be  accomplished,  till  there 
is  a  hearty  desire  and  intention^  on  the  part  of  prison  officers,  to  accom- 
plish it.  At  present,  there  is  no  prevalent  aim  to  this  effect,  and  con- 
sequently no  general  results  in  this  direction.  But  once  let  it  become 
the  heartfelt  wish  and  purpose  of  prison  keepers  to  reform  the  crimi- 
nals under  them,  and  they  will  speedily  become  inventive  of  the  meth- 
ods and  processes  adapted  to  this  work. 

6.  Moral  forces  must  be  relied  upon  with  as  little  admixture  of  phy- 
sical force  as  possible;  organized  persuasion  must  be  made  to  take 
tlie  place  of  coercive  restraint — ^the  object  being  to  make  upright  and 
mdxtAiTioMA  freemen^  rather  than  orderly  and  obedient  prinoners.  Brute 
force  may  make  good  prisoners,  moral  training  alone  will  make  good 
citizens ;  to  the  latter  of  these  ends  the  living  soul  must  be  won,  to  the 
former  only  the  inert  and  obedient  body. 

'  7.  The  prisoner's  self-respect  should  be  cultivated  to  the  utmost,  and 
every  effort  made  to  give  back  to  him  his  manhood.  A  degraded  dress, 
stripes,  all  disciplinary  punishments  that  cause  needless  humiliation, 
should  be  abolished.  There  is  no  greater  mistake,  in  the  whole  com- 
pass of  penal  discipline,  than  its  studied  imposition  of  degradation  as 
a  part  of  punishment  Such  imposition  destroys  every  better  impulse. 
It  crushes  the  weak,  irritates  the  strong,  and  indisposes  all  to  submis- 
sion and  reform.  It  is  tratapling  where  we  ought  to  raise,  and  is  there- 
fore  as  unchristian  in  principle  as  it  is  unwise  in  policy. 

8.  A  system  of  prison  -discipline,  to  be  truly  reformatory,  must  gain 
the  will  of  the  convict.  He  is  to  be  amended ;  but  how  is  this  possible, 
with  his  mind  in  a  state  of  hostility  ?  No  system  can  succeed,  which 
does  not  secure  this  harmony  of  wills,  so  that  the  prisoner  shall  choose 
for  himself  what  his  officer  chooses  for  him.  But  to  this  end,  the  officer 
must  really  choose  the  good  of  the  prisoner ;  and  the  prisoner  must  re- 
main in  his  choice  long  enough  for  virtue  to  become  a  habit  « 

9.  Greater  use  must  be  made  of  the  social  principle  in  prison  disci- 
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pline.  Captain  Machonocbie,  who,  of  all  men,  went  deepest  into  the  phi- 
losophy of  public  punishment,  held  that  man  must  be  trained  for  societj 
in  st)ciety.  His  words  are :  **  Man  is  a  social  being ;  his  duties  are 
social ;  and  only  in  society,  as  I  think,  can  he  be  adequately  trained 
for  it^^  The  social  principles  of  humanity  are  the  great  springs  of 
improvement  in  free  society ;  there  is  no  reason  to  think  tliat,  when 
duly  regulated  and  fairly  applied,  they  will  prove  less  so  within  the 
precincts  of  a  prison* 

10.  A  careful  selection  of  prison  officers,  from  among  men  and  women 
of  excellent  character,  marked  ability,  high  moral  purpise,  and  a  dispo- 
sition at  once  firm  and  gentle,  is  of  primary  importance;  in  other 
words,  such  officers  should  be  chosen  for  their  special  fitness  to  carry 
on  a  very  important  work. 

11.  Prisons  should  be  properly  constructed  for  the  health,  classifica- 
tion, employment  and  instruction  of  the  inmates ;  women  being  placed 
in  distinct  prisons,  under  the  charge  of  their  own  sex,  when  possible, 
and  young  oflfenders  not  allowed  to  associate  with  their  elders  in  crime. 

12t  Sentences  should  be  imposed  of  sufficient  length  to  give  the  con- 
vict time  enough  for  reformation  to  begin,  and  should  be  shortened  for 
good  conduct ;  release  from  prison  before  the  expiration  of  the  term  d ' 
sentence  should  not  he  absolute,  as  now,  but  under  certain  conditions, 
which  may  serve  as  a  restraint  upon  the  convict,  and  an  incentive  to 
good  behavior ;  and  discharged  prisoners  should  be  carefully  looked 
after,  and  aided  to  procure  employment,  and  lead  reputable  liyea. 


IV.— SUFFRAGE  FOR  WOMAN. 

Since  our  last  yearly  meeting,  the  question  of  suffrage  for  woman 
has  attracted  universal  attention,  and  elicited  very  general  discussion, 
not  only  in  this  country  but  in  Great  Britain  and  on  the  continent 
When  the  claim  was  first  made,  it  naturally  encountered  that  skepti- 
cbm,  ridicule,  reproach,  and  opposition  which  have  attended  every 
great  reform ;  but  it  is  now  conceded  as  eminently  reasonable  and  just 
by  very  many  of  the  ablest  minds  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic,  and 
the  principal  objection  urged  against  its  immediate  concession  is,  that 
the  women,  as  a  body,  have  not  asked  for  the  ballot.  As  if  a  valuable 
right  or  privilege  unjustly  withheld  were  never  to  be  restored  until  the 
injured  party  demand  it  I 

The  movement  has  attained  snch  dimensions  and  acquired  such  a 
momentum  as  to  challenge  legislative  action  in  Massachusetts,  Vermont, 
Illinois,  Missouri,  and  other  States ;  and  though  that  action  has  not 
been  entirely  successful,  it  has  nevertheless  indicated  that  nothing  is 
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wanted  to  reach  the  end  aimed  at  but  a  stronger  demonstration  of  their 
wishes  on  the  part  of  the  women  of  the  country.  That  they  are  becom< 
ing  more  and  more  interested  in  the  issue  presented,  and  also  are  their 
own  most  eloquent  and  effective  public  advocates,  is  evident  on  every 
hand.  National,  State,  county,  and  town  associations  are  actively  oper- 
ating for  the  furtherance  of  this  important  object ;  and  these  are  re- 
ceiving the  countenance  and  support  alike  of  men  and  women  who,  in 
point  of  intelligence  and  moral  worth,  have  no  superiors. 

The  political  disfranchisement  of  one  half  of  the  population  of  the 
United  States,  solely  on  the  ground  of  sex,  while  exacting  of  all  the 
people  allegiance  to  the  government  and  obedience  to  the  laws,  is  so 
gtaringly  absurd,  on  a  calm  and  unbiassed  consideration  of  the  fact, 
and  so  detrimental  to  the  public  welfare,  that  it  will  constitute  one  of 
those  historical  paradoxesr  which  are  sure  to  amuse  or  astonish  those 
who  shall  live  at  a  later  period,  under  an  altered  condition  of  society. . 
Believing  that  no  sound  reason  has  been  or  can  be  urged  against 
granting  to  the  women  of  the  land  an  equal  share^of  political  power 
and  authority  in  the  enactment  and  administration  of  the  laws,  and  in 
*  the  occupancy  of  offices  of  trust  and  emolument,  we  strongly  urge  that 
they  be  thus  endowed,  assured  that  the  results  will  be  in  the  highest 
degree  beneficial  to  the  interests  of  all  classes.    ^ 


v.— THE  INDIAN  QUESTION. 

It  is  the  diotate  of  a  wise  philanthropy  to  look  difficulties  in  the 
face,  and  neither  to  blink  them  nor  shrink  from  them.  In  Approaching 
the  Indian  question,  we  must  promptly  admit  that  it  is  beset  by  the 
greatest  embarrassments.  The  first  of  these  is  the  uncivilized  and  bar- 
barous condition  of  the  Indian  himself.  This  is  the  result  of  inherit- 
ance and  education,  and  should  rather  increase  our  regard  for  him  as 
an  object  of  Sympathy  and  philanthropic  exertion  than  otherwise.  To 
say  that  the  Indian  is  often  dishonest,  treacherous,  revengeful,  and 
cruel,  is  only  to  say  that  he  has  not  yet  emerged  from  a  state  of  barbar- 
ism ;  and  these  traits  (not  unfirequently  manifested  in  civilized  life)  in 
no  way  absolve  us  from  a  philanthropic  interest  in  him,  unless  we  are 
prepared  to  abandon  all  efforts  in  behalf  of  savage  races.  For  the  In- 
dian has  shown,  under  favorable  circumstances,  essentially  the  same 
capacity  for  elevation,  civilization  and  enlightenment  that  other  races 
similarly  degraded  have  exhibited. 

2.  The  second  great  difficulty  to  be  met  is  the  dishonesty  of  the 
semi-vagabond  adventurers,  who  are  generally  the  first  white  men 
to  mingle  with  the  Indians.    The  traders  and  trappers  are,  with  honor- 
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orable  exceptions,  a  very  great  obstruction  to  the  eleration  of  the  In- 
dians,  defrauding  them  in  trade,  adopting  the  yices  of  the  savage  and 
introducing  those  of  the  white  man,  especially  drunkenness  and  gamb- 
ling. As  long  as  such  men  are  permitted  ^o  regard  the  Indian  as  law- 
ful prey,  his  ciyilization  wiU  be  exceedingly  difficult,  if  not  hopeless. 

8.  The  third  great  difficulty  is,  that  the  vast  unoccupied  wildemas 
is  a  perpetual  temptation  to  the  Indian  to  continue  his  nomadic  life. 

Recognizing  these  difficulties,  and  recognizing  also  the  impossibility 
of  reaching  a  true  Indian  policy  except  by  experiment,  we  yet  feel  sure 
that  much  can  be  done  by  the  goyemment  to  improve  their  condition, 
and  that  great  improvement  can  be  made  in  their  treatment  by  the 
government. 

1.  The  government  must  set  an  example  of  equal  and  exact  justice, 
and  the  most  perfect  faithfulness  in  its  dealings  with  them.  The  trea^ 
system  has  always  been  full  of  fraud.  It  is  charged  that  chiefe  have 
been  bribed  to  sign  treaties ;  and  it  is  notorious  that  some  of  these 
documents  contain  stipulations  involving  mathematical  calculatiniis 
entirely  l?eyond  the  comprehension  of  the  Indians.        ' 

2.  As  the  authority  of  the  chief  is  rarely  ever  used  beneficently,  but 
is  employed  principally  in  war  and  to  gain  personal  benefits,  and  as 
the  power  of  the  chi§f  is  greatly  increased  by  the  present  system  of 
treaties,  it  is  our  judgment  that  every  contract  made  by  the  government 
with  the  Indians  should  be  ratified  by  a  majority  of  each  Indian  band 
that  is  a  party  thereto,  and  that  the  absolute  right  of  the  chief  to  cede 
the  lands  of  his  people  should  never  be  recognized  by  the  republic 

8.  That  the  whole  policy  of  the  government  should  ^nd  to  discour- 
age a  nomadic  life,  and  look  to  the  settlement  of  the  Indians  upon 
land,  and  their  incorporation  into  the  state. 

4.  The  reservatiens  of  the  Indians  must  be  fixed,  and  no  pressure 
should  be  sufficient  to  procure  the  removal  of  a  band  or  tribe  once  set- 
tled on  a  reservation.  Within  that  reservation,  trading  by  private 
parties,  if  allowed  at  all,  must  be  under  the  strictest  regulations ;  and 
the  sale  of  ardent  spirits  absolutely  prohibited. 

6.  That,  as  far  as  circumstances  will  permit,  the  government  should 
mete  out  to  every  individual  Indian  guilty  of  a  crime  against  life  or  • 
property  precisely  the  punishment  infficted  on  a  white  man  guilt} 
of  the  same  crime,  and  that  in  all  cases  retaliation  on  a  band  for  the 
crime  of  individuals  should  receive  the  indignant  reprobation  of  the 
people,  and  be  discountenanced  by  the  government  as  alike  imjustifi- 
able  and  ineffectual. 

6.  Every  available  measure  should  be  made  use  of  for  the  education 
and  elevation  of  the  Indians. 

In  this  connection,  this  Society  cannot  withhold  the  expression  of  its 
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emphatic  reprobation  of  the  exterminating  policy  inaugurated  by  Gen- 
ral  Sheridan,  and  sanctioned  by  General  Sherman,  as  illostrated  in  the 
recent  horrid  massacre  of  the  Piegan  Indians,  nnder  highly  dishonor- 
able circumstances ;  and  it  would  respectfully  but  earnestly  call  upon 
the  General  {jtoyemment  and  Congress  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  pre- 
vent the  repetition  of  similar  atrocities.  • 

Vl— RELIGION  AND  THE  COMMON  SCHOOLS. 

*  Haying  observed  with  great  interest  the  discussion  that  has  sprung 
up  of  late  in  various  parts  of  the  country  upon  the  subject  of  religious 
instruction  in  the  common  schools,  we  are  constrained  to  affirm  the  fol- 
lowing propositions : 

1.  That  the  governments  of  this  country,  State  and  National,  fleriV- ' 
ing  as  they  do  their  just  powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed,' and 
drawing  their  support  as  they  do  from  people  of  every  variety  of  theo- 
logical opinion,  have  no  right  to  become  teachers  of  theology,  or  even 
to  inquire  which  among  the  various  theological  systems  of  the  world 
is  true  and  which  of  them  are  false. 

2.  That  the  declaration  so  often  made,  that  this  is  a  Protestant  coun- 
try and  that  its  institutions  rest  upon  the  Bible  as  an  authoritative 
revelation  of  the  Divine  Will  and  a  perfect  rule  of  human  duty,  is  both 
historically  and  constitutionally  false ;  that  the  question  whether  the 
Bible  is  or  is  not  such  a  book  is  a  question  upon  which  the  govern- 
ments, State  and  National,  of  this  country  have  no  right  to  pronounce 
judgment ;  and  that,  concerning  religion,  their  only  duty  is  to  protect 
the  people  in  "  the  free  exercise  thereof." 

8.  That  the  schools  established  by  the  State  and  supported  by  general 
taxation  should  be  confined  to  scientific  and  secular  teaching,  and  to 
the  inculcation  of  those  principles  of  good  morals  which  belong  to  no 
sect  or  party,  and  which,  being  the  common  inheritance  of  mankind, 
are  essential  to  the  safety  of  republican  government. 

VU.--THB  USE  OP  TOBACCO. 

We  consider  the  habitual  use  of  tobacco,  in  the  various  forms  of 
chewing,  smoking  and  snuffing,  as  pernicious  and  reprehensible  a  prac- 
tice as  it  is  prevalent ;  injurious  to  the  brain  and  nervous  system,  and 
productive  of  various  diseases ;  a  nuisance  to  be  suppressed ;  so  closely 
allied  to  the  use  of  intoxicating  drink  as  powerfuUy  to  foster  the  curse 
of  intemperance ;  and  requiring  such  an  expenditure  of  the  means,  both 
of  the  rich  and  the  poor,  as  to  make  an  enormous  aggregate  worse  than 
wasted.    Hence,  we  deem  it  the  duty  of  all  who  aim  to  be  truly  con- 
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i 
eistent  refonnen,  and  especially  temperai 
an  uncompromiBing  testimony  against  it,  \ 
tion. 

Vm.— PUBUC  AND  PRIVA 
• 
We  regard  with  concern  the  existence 
persons  dependent  upon  the  aUns  of  indivi 
the  public  for  their  relief  and  support; 
unnecessary  or  unfruitful  of  good,  but  beci 
tendency  of  a  dependent  class  to  becom< 
individually  or  collectiyely.  'To  ayoid  this 
wholly  distinct  from  natural  and  casual  p 
shoul4  be  a  co-operation  between  public  ai 
the  former  shall  become  more  humane  and 
more  regular  and  strict ;  so  that  honest  pc 
lids  cared  for,  children  educated,  employ m( 
restraint  applied  to  the  vicious  and  indoh 
labor  and  attention  of  every  member  of  tl 
circumstances  as  to  render  aid  in  any  wa 
should  be  made  a  matter  of  conscience  an< 
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The  NnnsTEENTH  Yeablt  MsEiiNa  of  Fboobbssive  Fbiends  con- 
vened at  Longwood,  Chester  Co.,  Pa.,  on  Fifth  day,  the  8th  of 
Sixth  month,  1871,  at  11  o'clock,  a-m. 

The  substance  of  the  call  was  read,  as  follows : 

4 

To  this  meetin|]f,  as  nsaal,  are  inyited  all,  witbont  distinction  of  sect  or 
creed,  who  desire  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  a  Religions  Society  whose  only 
bond  is  Lots,  and  whose  single  aim  is  to  inspire  in  its  members,  and  in  all 
over  whom  it  has  any  influence,  a  purpose  to  lead  a  true  and  noble  life,  and 
to  seek  the  highest  welfare  of  the  human  fiunily.  We  meet  firom  year  to 
year,  not  to  indulge  in  theological  speculations,  which  have  been  found  to 
be  distracting  and  divisiye,  but  to  apply  vital  truths  to  the  vital  questions  of 
the  time,  to  speak  with  sincerity  and  simplicity  the  word  that  may  be  given 
us  in  relation  to  the  sins  and  superstitions,  the  mistakes  and  follies  of  man- 
kind, and  to  do  what  in  us  lies  to  make  our  country  and  the  world  the  hab- 
itation of  righteousness,  justice,  purity  and  peace. 

A  brief  address  upon  the  character  and  aims  of  the  Society, 
its  history  and  prospects,  and  the  duties  devolving  upon  it,  was 
delivered  by  Oijveb  Johnson,  who,  in  closing,  presented  memo- 
rials of  five  Mends  who  have  died  during  the  past  year,  viz : 
BoBEBT  Laubobn,  Mabia  Agnew,  Thomas  Gasbbtt,  Babtholomew 
FussELL,  and  Yinoent  Babnahd. 

Wm.  Lloyd  Gabbeson  and  Ltdia  H.  Pbigb  spoke  impressively 
and  with  much  feeling  of  these  departed  friends,  drawing  lessons 
of  encouragement  and  hope  from  their  example;  and,  after  brief 
remarks  by  Chandleb  Dabunckton  and  J.  W.  Thobnb,  the  memo- 
rials were  adopted. 

Hannah  Oox,  Samuel  Pennock,  Elias  H.  Wabbass^  Abigail  Beb- 
NET,  and  Abneb  Marhhalt^  were  appointed  a  Oommittee  to  settle 
with  the  Treasurer,  and  to  nominate  a  Treasurer  and  Clerks  for 
the  ensuing  year. 

A  Committee  to  prepare  Testimonies  was  appointed  as  fol- 
lows : —  William  Llotd  Qabbibon,  Celia  Bubleigh,  John  W.  Chad- 
wick,  OuvEB  Johnson,  Sabah  D.  Babnabd,  Simon  Babnabd,  Thomas 
Child,  Mabt  T.  Ivins,  Ellen  Angieb,  Anna  Pitbe;. 
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Eliab  H.  Wabbassb,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  appointed  for 
that  purpose,  nominated  for  Clerks  for  the  ensuing  year,  Olztib 
Johnson  and  Mabt  F.  Co^  and  they  were  elected  by  the  meeting. 

John  W.  Chadwigk,  minister  of  the  Seoond  Unitarian  Church  in 
Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  delivered  a  discourse  upon  the  life  and  character 
of  Thxodobe  Pabkeb.  It  was  a  tribute,  at  once  true  and  beautifxil, 
to  the  memory  of  a  man  who  is  gratefully  remembered  among 
us  for  the  invaluable  help  given  by  him  to  our  Society  in  former 
years. 

WnjiAM  Lloyd  Gabrison  made  a  very  earnest  and  impressive 
address,  suggested  by  the  foregoing  discourse.  Ouvsr  Johnsov 
spoke  briefly  of  his  acquaintance  with  Theodore  Parker,  and  of 
some  of  the  marked  features  of  his  character. 

William  Llotd  Garrison,  on  behalf  of  the  Business  Commit- 
tee, presented  a  testimony  on  Religion.  An  earnest  discussion 
followed,  WiLUAM  Llotd  Garrison,  John  W.  Chadwice,  Oliveb 
Johnson,  Chandler  Darunoton,  J.  W.  Thornb  and  John  J.  Wood- 
ward, taking  part  therein.    The  testimony  was  adopted. 

SECOND  DAT. 

A  letter  addressed  to  the  meeting  by  Alfred  H.  Lovb  was 
read.  It  expressed  a  hearty  interest  in  the  objects  of  the  So- 
ciety, and  a  desire  that  it  might  prove  faithful  to  its  principles. 

Ckua  Burleioh  read  a  very  eloquent,  thoughtful,  and  sugges- 
tive discourse  on  **  The  Ministry  of  Sin,"  illustrating  the  idea 
that  God  *'  makes  the  wrath  of  man  to  praise  him,''  and  from 
evil  educes  good. 

William  Llotd  Garrison,  on  behalf  of  the  Business  Commit- 
tee, presented  a  testimony  on  ^'The  Woman  Question,"  from  the 
pen  of  Celia  Burleigh,  and  addressed  the  meeting  at  some 
length  in  support  of  the  same.  He  was  followed  by  John  W. 
CuADwioE  and  Olivbr  Johnson  ;  and  then  the  venerable  and  be- 
loved  LucRBTiA  MoTT  gave  a  very  interesting  account  of  the 
growth  of  the  movement  for  woman's  rights,  paying  a  tribute 
of  affection  and  honor  to  the  early  workers  in  the  cause,  both 
in  this  country  and  England.  These  reminiscences  gave  pleas- 
ure and  encouragement  to  all,  but  especially  to  the  younger  per 
tion  of  the  assembly.  At  the  close  of  her  address  the  testimony 
was  adopted. 
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"  The  BriJge,"  by  H.  W.  Longfellow  was  sung  by  Cynthia 
Bear. 

EuAS  H.  Wabbasse,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  nomi- 
nate a  Treasurer  for  the  ensuing  year,  presented  the  name  of 
Aabon  Mendenhall,  and  he  was  appointed  to  serve  the  meet- 
ing in  that  capacity.  The  receipts  for  the  past  year,  including 
a  balance  previously  on  hand,  were  1228.99 ;  the  expenditures, 
tl38.51 ;  balance  on  hand,  $90.48.  A  call  for  contributions  being 
made,  the  eum  of  $159.00  was  received. 

Wm.  Lloyd  Gabbison,  from  the  Business  Committee,  pre- 
sented a  testimony  on  Temperance  ;  and,  afler  a  long  and  some- 
what exciting  discussion,  in  which  Eleanob  D.  Rockwood,  J.  W. 
Thobne,  Ltdu  H.  Pricb^  Chandler  Darlington,  Dr.  Sumner 
Stebbins,  Isaac  Meredith,  Enoch  Pabsmore,  Mary  A.  W.  John- 
son, Mart  F.  Cox,  and  Oltver  Johnson  participated,  was  unani- 
mously adopted. 

THIRD  DAT. 

The  meeting  opened  with  singing  the  hymn,  "  Nearer,  my 
God,  to  Thee ;"  and  then  followed  a  very  interesting  and  impres- 
sive discourse  by  John  W.  Chadwick,  which  he  was  requested, 
by  vote  of  the  meeting,  to  furnish  for  the  press,  and  which  is 
published  herewith. 

LnoRETiA  Mott,  being  about  to  retire  from  the  meeting,  made 
a  brief  but  very  touching  address,  expressing  the  pleasure  with 
which  she  had  listened  to  the  discourse  above  mentioned,  and 
her  satisfaction  in  the  opportunity  of  meeting  with  us;  and 
admonishing  us  to  keep  our  minds  and  hearts  ever  open  for  the 
reception  of  truth,  and  not  to  forget  that  we  are  the  children  of 
God,  and,  as  such,  endowed  with  spiritual  faculties,  designed  to 
lift  us  above  all  that  is  earthly  and  groveling,  and  fit  us  for  the 
highest  useiVilness  and  the  noblest  enjoyment.  Her  words  of 
love  were  grateful  to  us  as  the  dew  to  flowers,  awakening  us  to 
nobler  thoughts  and  higher  aspirations.  After  her  withdrawal, 
remarks,  suggested  by  Mr.  Chadwick's  discourse,  were  made  by 
Edward  M.  Davis,  Celia  Bubleioh,  Wm.  Lloyd  Garrison  and 
J.  W.  Thorne. 

The  song,  *'  God  Speed  the  Right,'*  was  sung ;  after  which 
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Cblu  Bublsioh  took  occasion,  in  response  to  some  criticisms  of 
her  discourse  on  "  The  Ministry  of  Sin,"  to  explain  the  circum- 
stances that  led  to  its  preparation,  and  the  doctrine  it  was  in- 
tended to  illustrate  and  enforce.  The  meeting  voted,  unani- 
mously, to  request  a  copy  of  the  discourse  for  publication ;  but 
she  expressed  a  desire  to  keep  it  out  of  print  for  the  present. 

A  testimony  on  **  Kindness  to  Animals'*  was  presented,  and^ 
after  remarks  by  Edwabd  M.  Davis,  Wm.  Llotd  Garrison,  Johh 
W.  Chadwick,  J.  W.  Thorne,  and  Isaac  MKREDrra,  it  was  adopted. 

AFTBBNOON  SESSION. 

The  Lord's  Prayer  having  been  sung,  Cbua  BcRuaofi  pre- 
sented a  testimony  on  "  The  Rights  of  Children,"  and  made  a 
beautiful  and  very  impressive  address  in  support  of  the  same. 
This  address  is  herewith  published.  She  was  followed  by 
Ltdia  H.  Price  in  some  very  touching  remarks,  after  which 
Chandler  Darlington,  John  W.  Chadwick,  J.  W.  Thorki;  Ouns 
Johnson  and  Charles  Haurlbton  spoke  briefly.  The  testimony 
was  adopted  by  a  unanimous  and  very  earnest  vote. 

Wm.  Lloyd  Garrison  presented  a  testimony  on  ^  Peace,"  and 
made  a  brief  address  in  support  thereof.  After  remarks  by  J 
W.  Thorne  and  Edward  M.  Davis,  the  testimony  was  adopted. 

A  testimony  on  **  The  Labor  Question "  was  next  considered. 
Remarks  on  the  subject  were  made  by  Edward  M.  Davis,  Olivq 
Johnson,  Wm.  Lloyd  Garrison,  Chandler  Darlington,  J.  W. 
Thorns,  and  William  Walker.    The  testimony  was  adopted. 

The  business  of  the  meeting  having  been  finished,  and  the 
time  for  final  adjournment  being  near,  John  W.  Chadwick  spoke 
a  few  tender  and  impressive  words,  which  seemed  to  find  a 
response  in  every  heart,  and  then  lifted  up  his  voice  in  prayer 
to  God  for  his  blessing  upon  all  in  this  parting  hour ;  and  thea 
the  meeting  closed  with  singing  the  hymn — 

'*  From  all  that  dwell  below  the  skies. 
Let  the  Creator's  praise  arise,"  etc 

Oliver  Johnson,  .  _ 

^  Clerks. 


Mary  F.  Cox, 


\ 
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THE  LIFE  WHICH  NOW  IS. 


BY  JOHN  W.  CHADWICK, 

Mtnister  of  the  Second  Unitarian  Chmoh  In  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.   Deliyered  in  tbe  Yearly 
Meeting  of  FrogressiTe  Friende  at  Longwood,  Pa.,  Sixth  month  9th,  1871. 


Thekb  is  a  sonnet  by  one  of  the  most  helpfal  of  onr  modem  poets, 
Matthew  Arnold,  which,  if  text  were  needed,  would  serve  me  to  intro- 
duce the  thoughts  I  would  present  to  you  this  morning. 

Long  fed  on  boundless  hopes,  O  race  of  man, 

How  angrily  thou  spom'st  all  simpler  fare  I 

Christ,  some  one  says,  was  human  as  we  are ; 

No  Judge  eyes  us  from  heaven  our  sin  to  scan ; 

"We  live  no  more  when  we  have  done  our  8x>an. 

"  Well,  then,  for  Christ,"  thou  answerest,  "  who  can  care? 

From  sin,  which  heaven  records  not,  why  forbear? 

Live  we  like  brutes  our  life,  without  a  plan  I" 

So  answerest  thou ;  but  why  not  rather  say : 

"Hath  man  no  second  life?— Pitch  this  one  high  I 

Sits  there  no  Judge  in  heaven  our  sin  to  see  ? 

More  strletly  then  the  inward  Judge  obey ! 

Was  Christ  a  man  like  us  ?— Ah  t  let  us  try 

If  we  then  too  can  be  such  men  as  he !" 

The  time  is  one  of  earnest  questionings.  All  the  great  ^*  open  ques- 
tions ^^  are  being  asked  with  new  enthusiasm  ;  many,  thought  to  be  closed, 
are  being  reopened,  and  new  questions  profoundly  interesting  and  im- 
portant are  being  forced  upon  the  attention  of  all  thoughj;ful  persons. 
Science  and  criticism  are  pushing  forward  their  armies  of  observation  in 
all  directions,  and  are  achieving  results  so  brilliant,  that  even  the  bold 
are  growing  more  confident,  and  nothing  seems  too  rash  for  expectation. 
Researches  in  language,  in  chemistry,  in  geology,  in  astronomy,  in  botany 
and  physiology,  into  the  correlation  and  conservation  of  all  the  great  phy- 
sical forces  are  being  every  where  attended  with  the  most  gratifying 
results.  Nothing  is  more  characteristic  of  the  time  than  the  joyous 
satisfaction  with  which  the  men  of  science  are  ever  returning  from  their/ 
quests,  and  going  forth  to  fresh  woods  and  pastures  new.  If  these  were 
the  people,  if  these  were  every  body,  the  key  note  of  the  time  would  ring 
with  joy,  the  age  would  be  one  of  the  happiest  the  world  has  ever 
known. 

But  it  is  not,  and  because,  for  one  matter,  the  men  of  science  are  not 
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every  body,  and  every  body  cannot  share  in  their  enthusiasm  and  ela- 
tion. In  truth  their  enthosiaam  and  elation,  their  calm  or  paaaiodate 
joy,  awaken  but  few  echoes,  and  those  &int  and  feeble,  in  the  ayerage 
heart  of  the  community,  which  is  not  calm  and  confident,  but  agitated 
and  distraught.  Results  which  science  considers  gratifying  are  not  so 
to  the  people  at  large,  but  rather  humiliating  and  distressing.  These 
look  with  suspicion  and  hatred  on  this  terrible  solvent,  which  is  rapidly 
disintegrating  and  destroying  the  popular  faiths,  and  reputationa,  and 
traditions.  And  not  infrequently  we  find  a  man  of  scietace,  who  ia  at  the 
same  time  a  man  of  the  traditions,  and  who  lives  a  strangely  contradic- 
tory life,  fondly  endeavoring  to  build  up  with  one  hand  what  he  is  pull- 
ing down  with  the  other,  unravelling  like  Penelope  by  night  the  work 
that  he  has  done  by  day,  and  so  warding  off  a  little  longer  the  impOTta- 
nate  ideas  that  like  her  importunata  suitors  seek  him  for  their  own. 

So  long  as  the  question  is  one  of  Christianity,  its  origin  in  time  and 
its  relation,  natural  or  otherwise,  to  the  human  mind,  and  to  other  forms 
of  religion,  a  few  may  fence  themselves  against  unpalatable  conchiaoas 
with  the  assertion  that  the  objections  to  the  supernatural  claims  set  up 
for  Christianity  are  the  same  now  as  in  the  third  and  fourth  centuries^ 
when  they  were  refuted  as  they  will  be  again.  But  this  is  mere  asser- 
tion, which  no  amount  of  repetition  can  make  true,  and  he  who  offers  it 
as  argument  does  but  betray  the  depth  of  his  own  ignorance  or  duplie- 
ity.  The  whole  tone  and  spirit  and  method  of  the  present  investigation 
is  different  from  that  of  the  early  centuries.  For  one  fact  then  possessed 
by  the  disputants  bearing  upon  the  question,  a  hundred  are  now  at  their 
command.  And  even  if  the  objections  to  the  claims  set  up  for  a  super- 
natural religion  were  exactly  the  same  now  as  those  of  its  early  oppo- 
nents, it  would  not  follow  that  because  they  were  powerless  then,  they 
would  be  equally  so  now.  With  the  advance  of  knowledge  many  weak 
things  have  become  strong.  The  success  of  an  argument  depends  not  only 
on  its  intrinsic  quality,  but  also  on  the  intelligence  of  the  audience  to 
which  it  is  addressed.  But  not  the  least  important  difference  between 
the  earlier  and  later  opponents  of  Christianity  is  this,  that  whereas  the 
earlier  opponents  really  imagined  themselves  to  be  such,  and  made  no 
distinction  between  the  essence  and  the  accidents  of  the  religion,  its  mod- 
em opponents,  so  called,  do  not  for  the  most  part  allow  that  they  are  its 
opponents  at  all.  Rather  do  they  count  themselves  its  truest  friends, 
seeing  that  they  do  but  wish  to  separate  its  transient  accidents  from  its 
imperishable  essence.  As  well  might  the  gardener  be  called  the  eoeaij 
of  his  fruit  trees,  because  he  seeks  to  rid  them  of  the  parasites  that  are 
sucking  the  life  out  of  them.  Enemies  of  Christianity  I  The  opponents 
of  the  supernatural  claims  which  mistaken  zeal  has  set  up  for  it  are  not 
the  enemies  of  Christianity,  but  the  enemies  of  its  enemies,  and  its  own 
truest  friends.  They  have  such  confidence  in  the  vitality  of  Christianity 
that  they  dare  believe  it  will  not  only  survive,  but  fiourish  more  abnnd- 
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antly,  when  the  cancer,  which  so  long  has  tortured  it,  has  heen  skillfully 
removed. 

Bat  the  spirit  of  investigation  is  bj  no  means  limited  to  questions  of 
this  class.  It  pursues  its  way  into  domains  common  to  all  religionists, 
domains  equally  dear  to  supernatural  and  anti-supernatural  Christians, 
or  if  not  equally,  then  dearer  to  the  anti-supernaturalist,  since  he  cannot, 
in  the  event  of  losing  natural  proofs  and  certainties,  fall  back  upon  a 
supernatural  tradition  and  authority.  It  is  doubtless  true  that  many 
anti-supematuralists  take  a  more  anxious  interest  in  the  various  ques- 
tions now  before  the  thinking  world  than  their  supernatural  friends. 
These  last  flatter  themselves  that  whatever  happens,  they  are  safe ;  not 
considering  that  the  same  sea  which  breaks  in  one  place  as  natural 
science  breaks  in  another  place  as  the  science  of  criticism;  that  the 
spirit  which  tries  all  things,  even  the  deep  things  of  God,  has  already  tried 
their  theories  of  supernatural  revelation  in  the  scales  of  its  impartial  jus- 
tice, and  found  them  sadly  wanting. 

Man  is  more  deeply  interested  in  his  own  origin  and  destination  than 
in  any  thing  else,  even  the  existence  and  character  of  God,  except  as  this 
is  bound  up  with  the  other ;  and  it  is  in  those  investigations  and  theories 
which  involve  his  origin  and  destination  that  we  are  now  most  deeply  en- 
gaged, and  are  waiting  for  results  with  breathless  interest.  ^*  Whence  ?^*  and 
^'  whither?'' — these  questions  are  now  being  asked  by  scientists  and  meta- 
physicians in  the  most  fearless  spirit,  and  in  view  of  a  much  grander  ar- 
ray of  facts  than  has  ever  before  assisted  the  investigation.  There  are 
men  whose  enthusiasm  is  bo  singly  for  the  truth,  that  they  pursue  these 
studies,  or  contemplate  their  progress,  without  a  particle  of  bias.  They 
fear  nothing  so  much  as  to  believe  a  lie.  Whatever  the  result  of  these 
investigations,  they  are  certain  that  if  true  we  can  somehow  conform  our- 
selves to  them,  somehow  make  life  with  their  help  more  noble  and  beau- 
tiful than  it  is  now.  Tliesc  are  men  almost  incapable  of  prepossession. 
But  there  are  other  men  of  different  mold,  good  men  and  true,  as  good 
and  true  as  these,  but  so  convinced  already  of  the  truth  and  the  impor- 
tance of  certain  things  against  which  these  new  theories  and  investiga- 
tions seem  to  militate,  that  hardly  anything  in  the  way  of  argument  could 
convince  them  of  their  truth  and  worth.  In  the  view  of  these  men  the 
dignity  of  human  nature  is  at  stake,  and  they  are  so  sure  of  this,  and  so 
sure  that  it  cannot  agree  with  certain  theories,  that  they  insist  that 
either  one  or  the  other  must  be  given  up.  Either  human  nature  is  with-, 
out  dignity,  or  Darwin  must  be  mistaken  in  his  theory  of  man's  origin 
and  descent;  and  the  materialists  must  be  equally  at  fault  in  their 
demonstrations  of  the  soul's  death,  if  there  be  a  soul,  with  the  body.  If 
Darwin  is  right,  and  the  materialists  are  right  (say  these  people).  Duty, 
Religion  vanish  from  the  world ;  they  are  ground  to  powder  between 
the  upper  and  the  nether  mDl-stones  of  the  answers  to  these  question 
whence  and  whither. 
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Before  weigbing  tbis  conclusion,  it  sbould  be  obierved  that  tfaeae 
mill-stones  are  not  by  any  means  of  the  same  size  and  weight ;  Uiat  Dar- 
win^s  theory  of  the  ascent  of  man  from  the  lower  animals  is  by  bo 
means  on  a  par  with  those  materialistic  theories  by  which  Vogt  and 
Buchner  and  others  attempt  to  show  that  immortality  is  a  vain  and 
stupid  SQperstition.    The  two  theories  differ  immensely  in  the  amoant  of 
credence  they  haye  obtained  from  scientific  men,  and  the  difkreoce  is 
wholly  in  favor  of  Darwin.    It  is  not  to  be  denied  that  while  his  theoiy 
of  man^s  origin  and  descent  is  still  subject  to  correction,  as  he  himsdf  is 
always  ready  to  allow,  it  approyes  itself  substantially  to  the  ablest  sden- 
tific  minds.    Sir  Charles  Lyell,  who  approached  the  theory  certain  of  its 
fallaciousness,  returned  from  his  investigation  convinced  of  its  impregna- 
ble validity.    Muller,  a  German  naturalist,  who  set  out  to  demolish  it, 
soon  laid  his  broken  weapons  at  its  feet.    Wallace,  a  most  conscientioas 
observer,  arrives  by  independent  methods  at  the  same  result     So  it  has 
fared  in  a  great  many  cases.    Every  day  the  number  of  its  adherents  is 
increased.    We  may  wish  it  were  not  so,  but  we  cannot  read  the  aigo- 
ments  and  resist  their  force,  and  refuse  their  palpable  conclosions.    If  the 
dignity  of  human  nature  cannot  stand  in  the  light  of  this  conclusion, 
then  it  would  seem  that  it  must  fall.    If  because  we  hare  sprung  from 
the  brutes  we  must  live  upon  their  level,  then  it  would  seem  that  there 
is  no  escape  from  such  infamy  and  degradation. 

But,  as  I  have  said,  the  arguments  of  materialism  do  not  affect  the 
question  of  man's  destination  so  seriously  as  the  arguments  of  the  natn- 
ralists  affect  his  origin.  Were  they  established  they  would  nffoct  it 
much  more  seriously.  For  nothing  that  the  naturalists  deduce  us  from 
is  so  insignificant  as  that  nothingness  into  which  the  materialists  plunge 
us  at  the  last,  if  they  do  not  misreckon.  But  their  views  lack  much  more 
of  confirmation  than  the  views  of  the  naturalists.  They  cannot  show  any- 
thing like  the  same  array  of  learned  men  in  their  fieivor,  and  what  is  more 
important,  they  deal  with  classes  of  facts  so  much  remoter,  so  much  mote 
difficult  to  observe,  that  certainty  is  much  harder  to  come  at,  and  dog- 
matism is  much  more  unpardonable. 

That  man  is  not  only  the  ideal,  but  the  actual  and  genetic  crown  of 
animal  life,  is  a  conclusion  hard  to  escape :  and  whatever  is  implied  in 
snch  a  conclusion,  we  may  well  prepare  ourselves  to  accept  as  gracefully 
as  possible.  But,  that  the  whole  man  is  contained  in  the  sum  of  his  ma- 
terial energies,  and,  consequently,  ceases  to  exist  with  the  cessation  of 
these  energies — I  cannot  see  how  any  one  can  consider  this  as  proved, 
who  has  not  an  enormous  prepossession  in  favor  of  such  a  conclusion,  or 
who  does  not  fbar  it  so  much  that  the  weakest  arguments  have  for  him 
the  terror  of  the  strongest.  The  strength  of  materialism  is  mainly  rela- 
tiye  to  the  weakness  of  that  old  philosophy  which  arbitrarily  sets  up  the 
dualism  of  mind  and  body — making  the  last  a  mere  receptacle,  the  first 
a  mere  deposit.    Because  no  such  dualism  can  longer  be  maintained. 
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materialism  Jumps  at  once  to  tbe  conclusion  that  the  body  and  the  mind 
are  one,  and  that  one  is  the  body.    "  No  thonght  without  phosphorus.'* 
"  Thought  is  a  secretion  of  the  brain."    "  The  brain  secretes  thought,  as 
the  liver  secretes  bile."  These  are  the  watch-words.    But  when  we  come 
to  examine  these  striking  aphorisms,  we  find  them  to  be  distorted  shadows 
of  the  truth ;  not  the  truth  itself.     The  truth  is,  that  every  thought  has 
its  corresponding  motion  of  the  brain.    But  correspondence  is  not  iclen> 
tity.     Granted,  that  for  every  thought  in  Hamlet  there  was  some  corre- 
sponding wriggle  in  the  gray  matter  of  Shakespeare's  brain,  and  still  a 
complete  account  of  all  the  wriggling  would  be  something  less  than  the 
play  of  Hamlet  with  the  part  of  Hamlet  left  out    The  mystery  of 
thought  refuses  to  be  stated  in  material  terms.    As  the  course  of  a  ship 
on  the  high  seas  is  not  determined  by  wind  and  wave  alone,  as  the  man 
at  the  wheel  is  a  most  important  factor,  so  is  not  the  course  of  thought 
wholly  a  matter  of  cerebral  winds  and  waves.     Here,  too,  there  is  a  man 
at  the  wheel ;  a  power  behind  the  throne ;  a  conscious  soul  that  chooses, 
orders,  rules ;  which  is  no  mere  effect,  but  a  living  cause.    We  are  less 
certain  of  every  thing  else  than  of  this.     However  we  came  to  be  so,  we 
are  to-day  in  the  image  of  Gk)d ;  having,  as  Jesus  said,  '^  life  in  ourselves  ;*' 
centres  of  force  as  God  is — ^not  stages  merely  over  which  troop  sensa- 
tions great  and  small.    No  chemist's  crucible  has  yet  resolved  this  con- 
scious self  into  its  component  parts.    Though  thought  should  be  set 
down  as  a  secretion,  behind  the  thought  the  conscious  will  would  still  sit 
firm,  immovable.    Though  every  thing  that  we  are  conscious  of  should 
be  resolved  into  material  forms  and  forces,  that  by  which  we  are  con- 
scious cannot  be  resolved.    "  There  is  surely  a  piece  of  divinity  in  us," 
said  quaint  Sir  Thomas  Browne,  **  something  that  was  before  the  ele- 
ments, and  owes  no  homage  under  the  sun.   Men  that  look  upon  my  out- 
side considering  my  condition,  do  err  in  my  altitude ;  for  I  am  above  At- 
las's shoulders." 

But  let  us  Imagine  for  the  moment  that  materialism  has  established  its 
conclusions,  and  that  these  conclusions  carry  with  them  the  denial  of  all 
immortality,  save  that  of  fame  or  influence,  or  affection.  It  is  not 
proved :  it  is  fiir  from  being  so.  The  very  opposite  conclusion,  that  mat- 
ter is  a  figment  of  the  mind,  lacks  less  of  proof  than  this.  But  were  it 
so — were  this  upper  mill-stone  of  materialism  and  annihilation  as  com- 
pletely fashioned  and  as  deftly  swung  as  the  nether  mill-stone  of  the  na- 
turalists— would  the  dignity  and  worth,  and  glory  of  human  nature  be 
ground  to  powder  between  them  ?  This  is  the  question  of  the  hour— the 
question  whaZ — far  more  important  than  the  questions  whence  and 
whither.  The  problem  of  our  origin  and  destination  sinks  into  in- 
significance, in  comparison  with  the  problem  of  our  present  life  and  op- 
portunity. Those  problems  should  be  interesting  mainly  as  they  bear 
upon  this.  And  how  do  they  bear  upon  it?  Do  they,  as  some  think 
and  many  fear,  declaring  our  animal  origin,  remand  us  to  a  merely  animal 
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life  ?    Do  they,  if  we  most  end  in  nothingness,  consign  us  here  and  nov 

to 

"  A  life  of  nothings,  nothing  worth. 
From  the  first  nothing  ere  our  birth 
To  the  last  nothing  nnder  earth.^' 

**  Beloved/*  says  one  of  the  New  Testament  writers  to  Lis  fiiends,  **  Be- 
loved, vow  are  we  the  sons  of  Qod; "  and,  in  the  truth  of  this  asoertion 
I  find  a  fortress  that  is  impregnable  against  the  worst  that  Darwinism  can 
do  against  it  on  the  one  hand — materialism  on  the  other.  I  say  *^  the 
worst/'  not  meaning  to  impeach,  in  any  way,  the  efforts  of  those  men 
who,  in  these  different  fields,  are  seeking  for  the  truth.  In  so  far  as  the; 
find  it,  it  must  be  always  for  the  best.  There  can  be  nothing  better  than 
the  truth.  I  say  the  worst  in  deference  to  those  who  look  on  these  re- 
searches with  distrust  and  fear.  Beloved,  now  are  we  the  sons  of  Qod. 
No  theory  of  our  origin  or  destination  can  alter  the  essential  facts  of  oor 
condition  here  and  now.  No  Darwinism  behind  us  and  no  annihilatioB 
ahead  can  tear  the  glory  of  our  present  manhpod  from  our  foreheads  and 
drag  it  in  the  mire.  By  the  grace  of  God  we  are  what  we  are ;  and, 
however  we  came  to  be  so,  by  dint  of  whatsoever  climbing  long  and  dif- 
ficult, and  to  whaterer  precipice  and  abyss  we  hasten  on — ^hexe  there  is 
ample  space  and  glorious  opportunity ;  here  there  are  chances  imnxmer- 
able  for  growth,  and  du^,  and  joy. 

When  the  foreign  nobleman,  Gurowski,  who  was  so  much  interested  in 
our  late  contest,  was  living  at  Cambridge,  being  in  straitened  drcom- 
stances,  he  joined  a  band  of  Irish  laborers  who  were  engaged  on  some 
railroad  or  excavation.  His  friends  remonstrated  and  told  him  he  would 
be  degraded  by  such  a  proceeding.  He  drew  himself  up  to  his  full  height, 
and  even  seemed  to  add  a  cubit  to  his  stature,  and  replied :  "  Qurowski 
cannot  be  degraded.**  And  human  nature  cannot  be  degraded,  save  as 
the  individual  allows  it  to  be  degraded  in  his  own  person  by  lack  of  ear- 
nestness and  consecration.  If  God  could  plunge  us,  in  the  hour  of  death, 
into  a  great  gulf  of  annihilation,  it  would  be  no  more  degrading  tiian 
the  death  of  a  good  man  at  the  hands  of  a  more  powerfiil  enemy.  They 
asked  an  old  Scotch  woman,  what  if  after  all  her  prayers  and  faithfuln^s, 
God  should  plunge  her  into  hell :  "  An  he  should,"  she  replied,  "  He  '11 
lose  mair  than  I  do  "—and  so  toudied  the  heart  of  the  great  mystery, 
and,  in  her  simple  way,  declared  that  Gk>d  needs  us  as  much  as  we  need 
his  immortality.  Annihilation  could  not  degrade  us ;  and,  as  for  our 
development  by  slowest  stages  up  from  the  lowest  forms,  it  seems  to  me 
that  this  account  of  our  origin  enhances,  not  destroys,  the  dignity  of  hu- 
man nature.  The  cathedrals  that  have  been  centuries  building  appeal  to 
our  imagination  and  our  reverence  as  does  no  contractor's  job  completed 
in  a  few  months  at  the  longest.  And  when  I  think  of  l^e  ages  upon 
ages,  the  thousands  and  millions  of  years  that  God  has  been  at  work  on 
our  humanity— when  I  think  of  the  patience  and  the  skill  of  whidi  it 
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;s  the  slowly  ripeBing  fruit,  I  am  more  convinced  than  ever  of  the  dignity 
of  our  position  and  the  superlative  greatness  of  our  trusts.  Not  only 
this,  I  am  convinced  anew  of  immortality.  "I  work  a  long  time,"  said 
the  Greek  artist,  "but  I  work /<>r  a  longtime.''  So,  Gol  working  a 
long  time  at  human  nature,  works,  I  am  persuaded,  for  a  long  time — a 
time  of  which  the  strange  experience  which  we  call  death  is  not  the 
limit. 

Professor  Agassiz,  once  lecturing  in  our  Brooklyn  Academy  of  Music, 
for  lack  of  better,  threw  at  Darwin's  head  the  tidtaptandum  argument, 
**  We  are  not  the  children  of  monkeys,  we  are  the  children  of  God,^ 
Such  a  cheap  appeal  to  popular  prejudice  was  unworthy  of  the  occasion  and 
the  man.  For  whether  we  are  or  are  not  the  children  of  monkeys,  we 
are  the  children  of  God,  and  he  exhibits  not  faith  but  the  most  deadly 
skepticism  who  risks  this  truth  on  any  sharp  antithesis,  who  stakes  it  on 
the  result  of  any  scientific  investigation.  Whatever  we  have  been, 
whithenoever  we  tend, "  Beloved,  now  are  we  the  sons  of  God." 

On  this  rock  will  we  build  our  church.  We  are  more  certain  of  what 
wo  are  than  we  ever  can  be  of  our  origin  or  destination.  To  argue  from 
the  unknown  to  the  known  is  a  most  illegitimate  proceeding.  Meantime 
we  have  these  bodies,  so  curiously  and  wonderfully  made ;  so  well  adapt- 
ed to  the  surrounding  universe ;  endowed  with  senses  for  the  most  va-. 
rious  apprehension  of  it;  eyes  to  see  beauty,  open  or  lurking  every- 
where ;  ears,  to  take  in  the  harmonies  of  nature,  of  music,  of  affection ; 
and  touch,  and  taste,  and  smell,  and  for  all  these  abundant  provisions. 
'*  Give  us  health  and  a  day  and  we  can  make  the  pomp  of  emperors 
ridiculous."  The  whole  tribe  of  naturalists  and  materialists,  even  if 
they  wanted  to,  as  they  do  not,  could  not  rob  the  earth,  or  sea,  or  sky, 
of  any  beauty ;  could  not  make  the  evening  star  as  it  hangs  in  the  west 
any  less  wonderful  in  its  liquid  purity;  they  could  not  make  any  single 
rose  or  violet  any  less  sweet  or  fair.  Shall  I  allow  myself  to  be  cheated 
by  any  theory,  no  matter  how  well  proven,  out  of  this  present  joy  that  so 
environs  me  on  every  side  ?  Indeed  I  will  not.  Nor  any  more  will  I 
forego,  for  any  theory,  the  joys  of  thought,  of  affection,  of  conscience, 
of  faith.  These  are  the  things  that  constitute  us  what  we  are.  And 
"being  so  endowed,  having  "  these  thoughts  that  wander  through  eternity," 
these  affections  that  lay  hold  upon  so  many  objects  and  cling  to  them  so 
closely,  this  conscience  which  enforces  duties  the  most  difficult,,  and 
denies  us  the  most  tempting  pleasures,  this  faith  that  lays  hold  of  God 
and  Immortality  with  divine  energy ;  having  these  things,  our  life  here 
on  this  planet  is  something  better  than  poet  has  ever  yet  dreamed,  or 
preacher  has  ever  yet  told. 

Now  are  we  the  sons  of  God,  and  when  I  think  of  what  it  means  to 
say  this,  how  marvellously  a  man  is  dowered  and  fashioned,  what  jo.ss, 
what  opportunities  are  here;  when  I  thmk  of  the  heroism  and  conseou- 
tion  that  are  possible,  of  the  affections  that  environ,  the  reverences 
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that  embosom  as ;  when  I  think  of  business  and  home,  of  art  and  Kter- 
atnre,  of  science  with  its  Argus  eyes,  and  skill  with  its  Briarens  arms ; 
when  I  think  of  all  these  things  and  of  what  a  man  can  do  with  them  and 
among  them  who  stands  up  to  his  work  courageously,  doing  his  erery  task 
as  faithfhlly,  bearing  his  erery  burden  as  silently  as  in  him  lies,  I  am  al- 
most tempted  to  believe  that  we  do  get  our  ^  be-all  and  our  end-all  here," 
that  to  ask  or  hope  for  more  is  sheer  ingratitude.  But  when  I  think 
more  deeply,  when  I  perceire  that  just  in  proportion  as  we  make  the 
most  of  every  earthly  opportunity  we  desire  to  lengthen  out  our  Ktcs 
into  the  future,  that  the  highest  exercise  of  the  affections  b^eta  a  long- 
ing for  their  eternal  growth,  that  the  highest  culture  of  the  intellect  onlj 
creates  desires  that  this  world  cannot  gratify,  and  thatyirtue,  at  its  beat, 
demands  a  Wider  range  for  its  beneficence,  then  the  life,  which  now  is, 
becomes  to  me  a  shadow  and  a  prophecy  of  the  life  which  ia  to  come. 
But  it  is  not  the  glory  of  the  coming  life  that  assures  me  of  the  glory 
ef  this,  but  just  the  opposite :  and  if  I  felt  sure  that  no  such  life  awaited 
me,  not  one  thought  would  seem  to  me  less  inspiring,  not  one  affection 
less  beautiful,  not  one  aspiration  less  divine,  not  one  duty  less  command- 
ing than  now.  I  should  still  thank  €k>d  for  what  is  giTm,  nor  doubt 
that  he  withholds  in  mercy  what  I  long  for  more^  And  stUl,  if  I  was 
wise,  I  should  march  on  at  the  trumpet-call  of  duty  as  courageously  as 
ever,  no  matter  where  it  led,  resolved  that  if  my  life  is  something  less  in 
quantity  than  I  had  hoped,  to  make  its  quality,  on  that  account,  the  morB 
truly  excellent. 

I  am  not  then  disposed  to  worry  much  over  the  scientific  theories  and 
the  metaphysical  speculations  that  are  now  so  prominently  brfore  the 
world.  I  might  be  more  disturbed,  if  the  materialists  seemed  to  me  to 
make  out  as  good  a  case  as  the  naturalists.  But  even  then,  I  trust  I 
should  not  be  tempted  to  think  that  Without  immortality  life  is  not  worth 
living,  or  not  worth  living  well.  I  trust  that  even  then  **  this  round  of 
grace,  this  orb  of  flame,**  would  possess  for  me  immense  attractic»n,  that 
I  should  mightily  rejoice  in  its  opportunities  to  learn  and  love  and  do. 
And  certainly,  no  fear  of  what  may  be  involved  in  such  concluaioDS 
ought  to  keep  us  from  the  faithfullest  investigation,  and  from  bidding 
God-speed  to  those  who,  without  any  prepossessions,  are  simply  trying 
to  find  out  what  is  and  what  is  not  the  truth  about  our  origin  and  our 
destination.  Let  us  hug  no  pillow  of  illusion.  *'I  want  to  meet  my 
God  awake,**  said  the  queen,  Maria  Theresa.  All  royal  souls  must  saj  the 
same,  and  prefer  the  most  unpalatable  truth  to  the  most  flattering  lie.  Of 
all  skepticism  that  is  the  most  hateftil  which  doubts  that  it  is  always  best 
to  know  the  truth,  or  that,  if  we  know  it,  we  can  put  our  lives  into  iti 
range  and  let  it  send  through  them  beneficent  and  purifying  streams. 

I  notice  that  men  generally  misplace  their  fears  and  painful  apprehen- 
sions. Better  descend  from  the  brute  world  than  to  it  Better  come  to 
nothingness  at  last,  than,  whil6  we  might  be  something,  be  nothing  here 
and  now,  by  sheer  stupidity  and  fidlure  to  improve  the  opportunities  Uiat 
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wait  on  our  obedience.  And  this  is  what  a  great  many  persons  fail  to  see.. 
They  resent,  with  indignation,  any  attempt  to  tiaoe  their  lineage  up 
from  animal  forms.  They  say  hard  things  about  men  like  Parwin,  who, 
incapable  of  prepossession,  and  with  a  passion  for  the  trtth,  are  forced 
to  come  to  such  conclusions  by  the  facts  they  observe.  And  these 
same  men,  so  sensitive  to  degradation,  degrade  themselves  by  evil 
courses ;  so  averse  to  kinship  with  the  brutes,  are  content  to  live  their 
daily  lives  upon  a  brutish  leveL  Refusing  to  see  "  the  mark  of  the  beast'^ 
in  their  physical  structures,  they  display  it  freely  in  the  savageness  of  their 
unbridled  passions.  Let  us  remember  that  if  it  is  an  offence  unto  us 
that,  some  millions  of  years  ago,  our  ancestors  were  less  than  human,  if 
such  a  conclusion  seems  less  flattering  than  that  m  thousand  years  ago  God 
made  the  flrst  man  out  of  the  dust  of  the  earth,  as  mechanically  as  a  pot- 
ter makes  a  vessel — let  us  remember  that  if  this  is  our  feeling,  and  we 
wish  to  prove  how  unlike  we  are  to  our  brute  relations,  the  way  is  not 
far  off.  It  is  to  vnn  for  ourselves  a  power  of  intellect,  of  affection,  of  vir- 
tue that  shall  establish  our  superiority  on  immovable  foundations..  So 
doing,  we  shall  be  less  animal  than  if^  fresh  from  the  moulding  band  of 
God,  we  plunged  into  a  slough  of  passionate  excess.  **  First,  that 
which  is  animal,"  said  Paul,  ^  and  then  that  which  is  spiritual"  But  there 
are  men  who  reverse  this  order,  and  who,  being  spiritually  bom  and 
reared,  afterward  consent  to  grovel  and  to  live  a  merely  animal  life.  This 
is  the  real  degradation.  This  is  the  thing  that  we  should  fear  and  shun. 
There  are  those  who  would  like  nothing  better  than  some  well-estab- 
lished theory  of  man^s  origin  and  destination  which  would  excuse  them 
in  ignoring  the  commandments  of  the  moral  law,  and  in  living  a  poor, 
careless,  sensual  sort  of  life.  But  no  such  theory  is  possible.  Conscience 
does  not  wait  upon  our  theories  and  speculations,  but  in  spite  of  these 
utters  its  stem  *^  Thou  shalt,"  or  **  Thou  shalt  not,''  and  there  is  nothing 
for  us  but  to  obey.  Happy  is  that  man  who  would  not  if  he  could  es- 
cape this  voice ;  to  whom  it  is  the  voice  of  Gk>d  which  says  as  often  as  it 
speaks  to  him,  ^'  This  is  my  beloved  son."  Happy  that  man  to  whom 
the  highest  meaning  of  eternal  life  is,  as  it  was  to  Jesus,  not  a  life  of  in- 
finite duration,  but  a  life  conformed  to  the  eternal  laws.  As  Luther 
said  at  Worms,  when  they  would  have  had  him  recant,  this  man  with 
his  feet  planted  upon  everlasting  principles  will  say,  ^  Here  I  stand,  so 
help  me  Gknl,  I  can  no  otherwise."  No  theory  of  his  origin  shall  shake 
his  faith  in  the  dignity  and  glory  of  the  life  that  he  is  living  here ;  no 
theory  of  his  destination  shall  make  it  appear  one  whit  less  natural  or 
bindhig  for  him  to  think  as  deeply  and  to  live  as  nobly  as  he  can.  Ifiw 
is  his  accepted  time ;  now  is  his  day  of  salvation.  He  will  live  this  life 
grandly  and  purely.    He  will  meet  death  without  hate  or  fear. 

Then  Bhonld  it  chance,  as  he  would  USn  believe, 

Life's  glory  waits  him  In  some  other  sphere, 
Itfi  first  great  Joy  shall  be  he  did  not  miss  . 

God's  meaoing  in  the  glory  that  1b  here. 
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THE   EIGHTS    OF    CHILDREN  * 

BT    OELIA    BXTBLEIOH. 


In  an  age  whose  best  thinkers  are  occnpied  with  the  question  of  indi- 
vidaal  rights  there  should  be  room  for  considering  the  claims  of  the 
children. 

That  **the  law  of  the  subject  is  the  will  of  the  sovereign,"  that 
"slaves  have  no  rights  which  the  master  is  bound  to  respect,"  are  ex- 
ploded traditions ;  but  among  the  traditions  not  yet  exploded  is  one  no 
less  mischievous ;  one  never  expressed  in  words,  but  embodied  in  our 
daily  acts ;  namely,  that  children  have  no  rights  that  adults  are  bound 
to  respect. 

It  is  not  unlikely  that  I  may  be  met  with  the  assertion  that  children 
already  monopolize  too  much  attention.  That  the  best  authors  are  en- 
gaged in  writing  their  books,  any  number  of  artists  in  making  pictures 
for  their  amusement ;  thaj;  every  street  has  its  stores,  filled  with  their 
toys,  and  that  more  is  expended  on  the  wardrobe  of  a  single  young 
master  or  miss  of  the  present  day  than  would  have  sufficed  to  clothe  a 
family  of  twelve  in  the  days  of  our  grandfathers.  Children  are  de- 
nounced as  forth-putting,  irreverent,  di8ol>edient ;  their  destructive  tend- 
encies are  the  abhorrence  of  landlords  and  boarding-house  keepers; 
their  encroachments  and  ill-timed  sp^ches  the  terror  of  guests ;  th^ir 
willfulness  and  ingratitude  the  despair  of  parents.  These  charges,  in  so 
fir  as  they  are  true,  afford  the  strongest  possible  evidence  that  the 
rights  of  children  neither  have  been  nor  are  respected. 

The  first  right  of  every  child  b  to  be  well-bom ;  and  by  this  I  mean 
that  it  has  a  right  to  the  best  conditions,  physical,  mental  and  moral, 
that  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  parents  to  secure.  ^ 

The  child  that  is  the  of&pring  of  mere  appetite,  or  of  lust  on  one 
side  and  loathing  on  the  other,  is  defrauded  of  his  rights  at  the  oatset, 
and  his  life  can  hardly  fail  of  being  a  pitiful  protest  against  broken 
laws.  Centuries  of  preparation  fitted  the  earth  for  man's  occupancy, 
hinting  thus  the  grandeur  of  bis  destiny,  and  suggesting  that,  in  an 
event  of  such  magnitude  as  the  incarnating  of  a  soul,  prevision  should 
be  exercised,  and  all  best  conditions  secured,  in  aid  of  a  harmonious  and 
happy  result. 

Oood  health,  good  habits,  sound  mentality,  and  reverent  love  should 
form  the  basis  of  every  new  life  that  is  invoked.    The  mother  who, 

*  The  address  which  we  are  permitted  to  print  herewith  in  ftall,  was  delivered,  In  part, 
in  the  Yearly  Meeting.    See  minates  of  second  daj,  afternoon  session. 
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during  gestation,  gives  herself  up  to  morbid  fioicies,  who  oonsiders  her 
oonditioD  an  excuse  for  petulance  and  the  non-exercise  of  self-control, 
proves  herself  unworthy  of  the  holy  office  of  mother,  and  ought  not  to 
be  surprised  if  she  reap  at  a  later  day  the  bitter  harvest  of  her  unwise 
sowing. 

The  form  of  the  Madonna  is  draped  in  a  more  solemn  mystery  than 
enveloped  Rachel  following  her  dead.  Every  expectant  mother  »  a 
possible  Madonna,  carrying  in  her  bosom  and  creating  from  her  own 
daily  life  the  Christ^child  of  the  future. 

To  be  bom  into  a  peaceful,  loving  atmosphere  is  another  right  that 
inheres  in  every  child.  To  have  its  tender  organism  protected  firom  dn- 
cordant  noises,  from  abrupt  movements,  frt>m  the  din  of  eager  or  angry 
discussion,  to  linger  tmdistiurbed  in  the  twilight  vestibule  of  existence, 
till  the  eye  is  prepared  for  light,  the  ear  for  sounds,  and  the  brun  for 
impressions.  Tread  softly  in  the  presence  of  this  great  mystery,  old  ss 
humanity,  yet  ever  new.  Be  not  too  loud  in  your  exultation,  for  the 
Life-Bringer  wslks  arm  in  arm  with  his  twin  brother  Death,  and  for  the 
winning  of  this  new  joy  a  soul  has  descended  into  the  valley  of 
Shadow,  and  stood  alone  with  God. 

To  be  made  physically  comfortable,  to  breathe  pure  air,  untainted 
by  the  Aimes  of  the  paternal  cigar,  or  the  bad  breath  of  a  gin-drinldng 
nurse ;  to  e^joy  quiet  sleep,  free  from  the  nightmare  of  ^htly  pinned 
bands,  or  the  shocks  occasioned  by  the  inconsiderate  banging  of  doors ; 
to  be  shielded  from  the  flippant  curiosity  of  visitors,  and  the  harassing 
endearments  of  friends  and  relatives ;  to  be  exempt  from  rocking,  and 
trotting,  and  drugs ;  to  have  oppprtunity  for  natural,  unforced  develop- 
ment, and  care  that  is  not  fussy,  love  that  is  not  fidgetty,  and  a  great  deal 
judicious  letting  alone;  fill  these  are  among  the  earliest,  and  some  of 
them  among  the  most  enduring  rights  of  the  child. 

Second  in  importance  to  none,  as  a  means  of  securing  the  happiness 
and  best  good  of  childhood  and  youth,  is  the  right  to  be  taught  obedi- 
encer  It  is  easy  to  submit  to  what  we  know  is  inevitable,  and  to  the 
little  child  the  requirement  of  the  parent  should  be  law  without  appeal. 
The  tender,  immature  being,  shut  in  by  the  unknown,  where  every  rela- 
tion IS  a  myptery,  and  every  advance  an  experiment,  has  a  right  to  find 
itself  everywhere  sustained  and  directed  by  the  parent.  It  should  not 
be  tempted  to  resistance  by  laws  that  are  imperfectly  enforced,  nor  sub- 
jected to  the  injurious  friction  of  discussion  by  having  a  long  list  of 
reasons  given  for  every  requirement. 

The  habit  of  obedience  to  the  parents  may  be  formed  before  the  child 
is  two  years  old  and  this  is  a  necessary  precedent  of  obedience  to  law, 
the  next  stage  of  a  true  development. 

The  disciple  of  Herbert  Spencer  may  take  issue  with  me,  and  insist 
that  there  shall  be  no  coercion  of  the  child  at  any  i>eriod  of  its  cx- 
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istence,  but  I  claim  that  if  Mr.  Spencer's  premises  were  strictly  carried 
out,  no  child  conld  reach  maturity. 

The  most  helpless  of  animals,  the  new -bom  child  is  brought  to  a  stage 
of  its  development  where  it  can  begin  to  act  for  itself  by  a  long  series 
of  measures  more  or  less  coercive. 

Education  has  for  its  object  the  formation  of  a  character,  but  the  very 
alphabet  of  this  education  is  the  formation  of  certain  habits,  among 
which  none  is  more  important  than  the  habit  of  obedience.  Coercion 
precedes  reason,  habit  intelligent  self >  direction.  Both  coercion  and 
habit  are  to  be  got  rid  of  at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  but  neither 
can  be  safely  dispensed  with  at  the  outset  It  is  with  extreme  reluc- 
tance that  I  admit  even  the  provisional  necessity  of  habit,  for  to  my 
thinking  this  same  habit  is,  abore  all  others,  the  tyrant  that  has  en- 
slaved the  world.  I  never  hear  any  one  expatiate  upon  the  importance 
of  forming  good  habits  without  feeling  a  disposition  to  protest  that 
nothing  deserves  to  be  called  good  that  is  merely  a  habit  Shoulder- 
braces  may  be  of  service  to  a  sickly  frame,  and  a  life  of  routine  to  a 
weak  will,  but  for  the  morally  healthy  man  or  woman  slavery  to  good 
habits  is  only  less  yicious  than  slavery  to  bad  habits,  and  any  sort  of 
slavery  is  an  inrersion  of  divine  order. 

The. child  has  a  right  to^employment  and  the  free  use  of  its  fiiculties. 
"What  shall  I  do? '*  is  the  plaintiye  wail  of  many  a  little  one  impris- 
oned in  rooms  where  every  thing  is  too  nice  to  be  played  with,  and 
among  grown-up  people  who  cannot  endure  noise.  **Sit  down  and 
keep  quiet *'  is  too  often  the  impatient  answer — an  answer  which  Inever 
hear  without  an  indignant  mental  protect. 

I  admonish  you,  father,  mother,  guardian,  into  whose  hands  Qod  has 
committed  the  sacred  trust  of  a  child*s  life,  be  careful  how  you  betray  it  I 
Beware  how  you  hinder  a  soul's  development  by  a  selfish  seeking  of 
your  own  convenience !  g 

Do  you  talk  of  ennui — ^you,  an  adult,  with  memories,  hopes,  plans,  the 
woild  of  people,  and  the  world  of  books  ?  What  do  you  suppose  must 
be  the  ennui  of  a  child?  the  hunger  of  an  active,  eager  intelligence  re- 
pressed, unsatisfied,  thrown  back  upon  itself,  with  all  the.  needs  of  an 
immortal  being — needs  which  only  Heaven  can  satisfy— -clamoring 
importunately  ?  "  Keep  quiet,"  indeed  I  do  you  rather  bestir  yourself, 
O,  ease-loving  mother,  newspaper-reading  father,  frivolous  elder  sister,  and 
find  occupation  for  the  restless  hands,  thought-fibre  for  the  eager  intelli- 
gence that  makes  to  you  its  plaintive  appeal — '^  What  shall  I  do  ? ''  nor 
dare  to  leave  the  beautiful  temple  of  a  child's  soul  to  be  taken  possession 
of  by  the  demons  of  idleness  and  unrest 

Absolute  reliance  on  the  love  of  the  parents,  faith  in  their  wisdom  that 
forbids  doubt,  are  indispensable  conditions  of  a  healthy  and  happy  de- 
velopment They  constitute  the  fertile  soil  and  genial  atmosphere  in 
which  all  beautiftd  human  affections  bud  and  blossom. 
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**  Father  does  what  is  right,**  *^  mother  knows  better  than  I,"  are  the 
instinctiye  utterances  of  a  child  whose  life  and  education  hmre  been 
rightly  begun.  That  these  utterances  are  not  oftener  heard  is  a  seTere 
commentary  upon  our  methods,  a  sad  indication  how  much  the  rights 
of  children  have  been  neglected. 

The  parent  who  scolds,  who  is  alternately  severe  and  indulgent,  who 
forbids  to-day  what  he  permitted  yesterday,  who  is  controlled  by  moodj^ 
and  whose  government  must,  consequently,  be  capricious  and  oontndic- 
tory,  disregards  the  most  sacred  obligations,  and  mars  the  foundations  of 
a  character  which  duty  requires  him  to  lay  wisely  and  well. 

^*  But,**  says  an  objector,  **  the  habit  of  obedience  to  another  once 
formed,  how  is  it  to  be  superseded  by  intelligent  self-direction  ?  "  Sop- 
porting  a  child  in  its  first  efforts  to  walk  does  not  prevent  its  acquiring 
the  use  of  its  limbs.  That  the  alphabet  is  learned  a  letter  at  a  time  does 
not  imply  that  all  reading  is  to  be  so  laboriously  performed. 

From  a  very  early  age  there  are  some  matters  that  come  so  fully  with 
in  the  child^s  apprehension  that  they  may  safely  be  left  to  its  deciaioQ ; 
and  it  should  be  the  constant  aim  of  the  parent  to  exercise  the  Cu»ItieB 
and  strengthen  the  judgment  by  increasing  as  n^idly  ad  pos^ble  the 
number  of  such  decisions. 

Every  one  who  has  had  much  to  do  with  children  knows  how  they  dif- 
fer in  the  matter  of  assuming  responsibility.  One  wishes  to  decide  every 
thing  for  himself,  another  wants  every  particular  decided  for  him^  az^ 
this  difference  should  constantly  be  taken  into  account. 

'*  Mamma,  what  dress  shall  I  put  on  my  dolly  ?  **  said  a  little  girl  of 
this  latter  type  in  my  hearing.  *^  Any  one  that  you  like,**  replied  the 
mother.  **  But,  I  wish  you  would  tell  me  which  one,  mamma,"  persisted 
the  child  in  an  aggrieved  tone.  *^  I  want  my  little  girl  to  learn  to  de- 
cide for  herself, "  was  the  reply  of  the  judicious  mother.  Accustom  the 
child  to  the  idea  that  it  is  to  think  and  act  independently,  and  never  do 
for  him  what  he  is  able  to  do  for  himselt  Teach  him  to  take  pride  in 
being  self-helpful,  and  in  adding  each  day  to  the  number  of  things  which 
he  knows  how  to  do. 

The  child  has  its  rights  of  property ;  and  how  keenly  its  sense  of 
justice  is  outraged  by  their  invasion  may  be  inferred  from  its  passioiiate 
and  almost  inconsolable  grief.  The  little  girVs  love  of  her  doll  is  consid- 
ered a  legitimate  subject  of  ridicule  by  her  older  brothers,  and  her  grief 
at  any  indignity  shown  this  object  of  her  afiection  is  regarded  by  them 
as  good  fun ;  and  yet,  the  insdnct  outraged  is  nothing  lees  than  indpieDt 
maternity,  and  the  rights  violated  are  no  less  sacred  than  those  of  society 
itself. 

Calling  on  a  friend  one  day,  I  found  the  usually  sunny-fhced  pet  of  the 
household  convulsed  with  sobs.  A  glance  into  the  play-room,  where  I  had 
had  many  a  good  frolic  with  the  small  mamma  and  her  large  family  of 
dolls,  showed  what  was  amiss.    **  The  destroyer  "  in  the  shape  of  a  big 
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brother  had  "  come  down  like  a  wolf  on  the  fold,"  and  all  the  dollies 
were  doing  dafcy  as  Blue  Beard's  slaughtered  wives.  Some  were  sus- 
pended by  their  hair,  others  by  their  necks,  while  several  had  been  be- 
headed and  were  scattered  in  ghastly  confusion  about  the  floor.  '*  Never 
mind,  darling,"  said  the  mother.  "  Never  mind — brother  Will  has  only 
ripped  off  their  heads ;  I  can  easily  mend  them  and  make  them  just  as 
pretty  as  they  were  before."  "  Yes,  mamma,"  sobbed  the  little  one ;  "  but 
you  can't  mend  their  feelings."  And  just  here  is  the  trouble ;  a  child's 
feelings,  wounded  by  injustice,  are  difficult  to  mend.  I  once  saw  an  ele- 
gant woman  draw  herself  up  proudly,  on  hearing  the  name  of  a  gentle- 
man who  had  asked  to  be  presented  to  her :  *^  Excuse  me,"  said  she,  ig- 
noring the  proffered  hand;  "when  I  was  a  very  little  child,  I  received 
at  your  hands  the  one  injury  which  I  have  never  forgiven.  You  may 
have  forgotten  the  jest  of  coiling  a  dead  snake  about  a  little  girl's  arm, 
but  the  little  girl  has  not  forgotten  it  and  never  will"  It  would  be  well 
to  remember  that  no  impressions  are  so  enduring,  as  those  made  upon 
the  mind  of  the  child. 

No  amount  of  indulgence  can  atone  for  a  wrong,  and  the  constant  aim 
of  every  parent  should  be  to  he  just.  The  property  of  a  child,  no  less 
than  that  of  an  adult,  should  be  respected.  However  worthless  it  may 
be  in  itself,  it  should  not  be  disposed  of  without  his  consent  Le€^him 
feel  that  he  has  a  realm  peculiarly  his  own,  and  that  in  that  realm  he  is 
supreme ;  that  bis  possessions  are  absolutely  his,  and  that  his  propri- 
etorship is  recognized  and  respected.  More  eloquent  than  any  amonnt 
of  admonition,  far  more  effective  in  forming  correct  ideas  in  the  mind  of 
the  child,  is  the  daily  recognition  of  his  personal  rights. 

See  to  it  that  the  little  one  has  the  exclusive  use  of  his  personal  be- 
longings, whatever  these  may  be;  that  no  one  else  appropriates  his 
spoon,  or  fork,  or  cup,  his  place  at  the  table,  or  his  chair  in  the  family 
circle.  Among  the  ancients  Limitation  was  a  god ;  and  *'  mine  "  and 
"thine"  are  oracular  utterances  commanding  reverence,  even  when  they 
issue  from  the  lips  of  a  child. 

t/hildren  at  an  early  age  should  begin  to  learn  the  use  of  money,  and 
this  they  can  only  do  by  having  money  to  use.  Let  a  small  sum  be  given 
at  stated  intervals,  and  the  child  made  to  feel  that  it  is  his  to  keep,  to 
spend,  or  to  give  away ;  that  to  the  extent  of  his  allowance  he  is  a  cap- 
italist, and  as  much  at  liberty  to  choose  his  investments  as  any  grown 
man.  The  traffic  in  marbl^  and  other  small  articles  of  personal  property 
shows  that  the  spirit  of  trade  is  no  less  active  in  the  boy  than  in  the  man ; 
and  the  little  girl's  desire  to  select  the  objects  of  her  charity,  and  to 
provide  for  her  dolls,  indicates  the  capacity  for  a  practical  education  that 
ought  not  to  be  neglected.  This  independence  does  not  preclude  coun- 
sel, which  the  child  will  be  quite  as  ready  to  ask  as  the  parent  to  give, 
but  that  the  money  and  its  use  may  be  a  means  of  education,  he  must 
feel  that  the  final  decision  is  his. 
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At  a  mach  earlier  age  than  is  customary  with  most  parents,  I  would 
have  them  begin  to  teach  the  child  to  provide  for  its  own  wants,  and 
meet  the  exigencies  of  its  daily  life.  And  there  need  be  no  such  daSer- 
ence  between  boys  and  girls  in  this  matter  as  custom  has  led  ua  to  sup- 
pose. The  boy,  no  less  than  the  girl,  can  be  tanght  to  take  pride  in  a 
neatly  kept  room,  in  orderly  closets,  and  tastefnlly  arranged  barean-draw- 
ers ;  to  have  a  place  for  everything,  and  everything  in  its  place ;  to  know 
what  garments  will  be  needed  for  the  coming  season,  and  to  ask  fittber 
or  mother  to  go  with  him  to  select  them,  instead  of  having  ererytiung 
provided  without  thought  or  care  on  his  part  I  have  even  a  secret  con- 
viction that  the  mastery  of  his  own  buttons  might  be  acquired  by  a  boy 
of  average  intelligence,  and  that  to  take  the  entire  care  of  his  room  would 
not  necessarily  lessen  his  chances  of  a  noble  and  self-respecting  man- 
hood. 

As  for  the  girl,  I  see  no  reason  why  she  should  not  be  tangfat  the  use  of 
the  jack-knife,  the  hammer,  and  the  saw,  to  drive  a  nail,  tighten  a  screw  or 
put  up  a  shelf  in  her  room.  She  should,  if  possible,  have  a  gardoi  andbe 
taught  to  take  a  pride  in  her  acquaintance  with  nature,  in  her  good 
health  and  ability  to  endure  fatigue.  Each  should  be  taught  what  is  tra- 
ditionally proper  for  the  sex  to  which  he  or  she  belongs,  but  I  abould  be 
very  far  from  sayitkg 

**  Only  tfaji  and  notblng  more." 


The  child  has  a  right  to  the  faW  use  of  his  powers,  to  be  taught  the  i 
tery  of  the  wonderful  instrument  by  mean^  of  which  he  is  to  communicate 
with  the  world  outside  of  him  ;  to  know  how  to  make  good  the  facul- 
ties of  himself,  how  to  command  from  the  abundant  resouroea  of  ^e  worid 
what  is  suited  to  his  needs,  and,  in  turn,  how  to  bestow  all  that  he  has  and 
is  upon  the  world  in  beneficent  giving. 

He  should  be  taught  such  mastery  of  himself  as  vrill  insure  the  mas- 
tery of  any  situation  in  which  he  may  be  placed ;  sudi  consideratioii  for 
others  and  such  a  habit  of  helpfulness  as  will  make  him  quick  to  see  and 
prompt  to  administer  to  their  wants ;  such  an  abiding  faith  in  God  and 
His  divine  order  as  no  untoward  circumstance  can  disturb. 

We  know  many  persons  who  live  so  uneasily  in  their  bodies  that  they 
seem  rather  the  chance  tenants  of  a  night  than  authorized  proprietors  and 
legitimate  life-owners ;  whose  souls  and  bodies  are  so  illy  adjusted  to  one 
another,  that  they  are  constantly  getting  in  their  own  way,  and  helpless- 
ly stumbling  over  their  own  toes.  Almost  every  family  has  its  members 
who  walk  over  things  without  seeing  them,  who  never  hear  till  they  are 
addressed  a  second  time,  whose  hands  are  so  helpless  or  so  clumsy  that 
they  might  almost  as  well  have  been  made  hoofs  6r  fins.  The  child 
should  be  taught  that  his  eyes,  ears,  hands,  all  the  organs  of  his  body,  all 
the  faculties  of  his  mind  are  his  servants,  and  that  it  is  his  busaneas  to 
see  to  it  that  they  serve  him  faithfully — that  they  report  aocoiately  what 
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is  passing  abotit  bim,  and  respond  promptly  and  fnlly  to  his  demands. 
Such  sentences  as  "  I  didn^t  notice,"  "  I  heard,  but  I  don't  remember," 
have  no  business  in  a  child's  vocabulary.  He  should  be  taught  to  appre- 
hend clearly  that  to  say  "  I  forgot "  is  only  another  way  of  saying  "  I  did 
not  care  enough  to  remember."  Educate  the  faculties  to  prompt  action, 
teach  the  senses  to  respond  fnlly  to  every  impression  made  upon  them. 
When  you  give  a  command  or  communicate  a  thought  to  a  child,  secure 
his  attention,  use  the  simplest  and  most  direct  terms,  and  do  not  repeat 
them.  Superfluous  words  are  demoralizing,  and  iteration  a  bid  for  inat- 
tention. Some  of  us  are  bom  clods ;  more  of  us  become  so  through 
vicious  training.  Make  the  child  self-conscious,  and  you  have  established 
an  enduring  feud  between  him  and  his  capabilities ;  henceforth  his  feet 
are  an  embarrassment  to  him,  and  no  number  of  pockets  is  adequate  to 
the  satisfactory  bestowal  of  his  hands.  He  fancies  that  all  eyes  are  upon 
him,  and  bis  very  blood  turns  mutinous  and  flies  in  his  face  without  just 
cause  or  provocation.  It  is  his  right  to  be  unconscious;  to  develope 
from  within  outward  as  sweetly  and  unostentatiously  as  a  flower ;  not  to 
be  thrust  into  notice  by  having  his  sayings  and  doings  repeated  in  his 
presence,  nor  snubbed  into  silence  and  conscious  inferiority  by  being  con- 
stantly reminded  that  *'  children  should  be  seen  and  not  heard."  Hard- 
ly anything  is  more  essential  in  the  management  of  children  than  the  kind- 
ly ignoring  eye  that  does  not  notice  too  much.  I  pity  the  child  who  is 
the  centre  of  a  blindly  doting  or  injudiciously  critical  family — ^whose 
every  saying  is  repeated,  every  act  commented  upon,  and  where,  in  con- 
sequence, naturalness  is  impossible. 

We  all  know  how  it  fared  with  the  bean  that,  after  being  planted,  was 
dug  up  every  morning  to  see  if  it  had  begun  to  grow,  and  which,  after 
having  made  a  brave  struggle  for  life  and  got  its  head  above  ground,  was 
declared  out  of  order,  and  ruthlessly  pulled  up  and  turned  upside  down. 

Much  of  our  interference  with  children  is  no  less  impertinent,  and  in  its 
results  not  less  mischievous.  Nature  abhors  meddling ;  to  reverent  co- 
operation she  ytelds  her  happiest  results ;  but  she  will  not  be  diverted 
from  her  purpose  by  your  homilies,  nor  submit  her  plans  for  your  revision. 
Handmaiden  of  the  great  Architect,  she  never  loses  sight  of  the  original 
intention.  If  you  thwart  her,  it  is  at  your  peril,  and  she  leaves  on  your 
hands  the  work  you  have  spoiled. 

The  child  in  his  normal  condition  is  an  embodied  interrogation.  He 
cannot  wait  for  the  eyes  alone  to  report  the  objects  about  him ;  every 
finger-tip  is  pressed  into  the  service  and  made  to  coLvey  tidings  to  the 
eager  intelligence.  The  little  creature  is  overwhelmed  with  impressions, 
stunned  by  the  music  of  the  spheres,  blinded  by  excess  of  light.  Hb 
greatest  need  is  a  wise  and  tender  interpreter ;  some  one  to  walk  beside 
him  and  explain  the  significance  of  what  he  sees  and  hears,  to  distinguish 
between  the  important  and  the  unimportant,  the  high  and  the  low,  the 
near  and  the  far.    Do  we  realize  what  we  are  doing  when  we  sit  stolid 
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and  dumb  nnder  a  child'n  questions,  allowing  the  keen  intelligeoce  to  be 
blunted  against  our  indifference,  the  glowing  entbusiasm  to  be  damped 
by  our  apathy,  the  buoyant  hope  crippled  by  our  unbelief?  Having  eyes 
we  see  not,  baring  ears  we  hear  not,  and  standing  before  the  great  won- 
der-book  of  God's  universe,  we  watch  the  turning  of  its  leares  with  acarcc- 
ly  an  emotion.    Verily,  we  need  to  be  taught  of  the  child* 

What  one  U  determines  his  possessions,  and  whether  the  child  shall  be 
beggar  or  prince  depends  upon  the  training  of  his  faculties,  and  the  edu- 
cation that  he  receives. 

In  the  fairy  story,  it  was  only  the  cliildren  of  the  king  who  were  invest- 
ed with  the  golden  key  to  which  all  doors  swung  open,  but  OTcry  child 
is  of  the  blood  royal,  heir  of  the  King  of  kings,  a  prince  in  his  own  right, 
lord  of  a  province  peculiarly  his  own,  for  the  unlocking  of  all  whose  treas- 
ures he  should  carry  the  golden  key. 

As  it  is  the  child's  right  to  observe,  it  is  also  his  right  to  arrive  at 
conclusions;  in  other  words,  to  have  opinions  and  to  express  them — not  at 
all  times,  nor  in  all  places,  but  to  the  wise  and  tender  interpreter  al- 
ready referred  to,  one  who  will  listen  patiently,  who  will  help  the 
imperfect  utterance,  shed  light  on  the  confhsed  impression,  and  place  in 
the  hand  the  clew  that  will  lead  to  the  just  conclusion. 

"  I  don't  like  Mrs.  D.,*'  says  the  little  boy  who  has  sat  quietly  observ- 
ant through  the  morning  call  of  a  visitor.  "  Little  boys  mustn't  talk 
about  not  liking  people,^'  says  the  well-intentioned  but  unwise  mother. 
A  better  course  would  be  to  learn  upon  what  the  antipathy  rests. 

The  intuitions  of  a  child  are  seldom  at  fault,  and  in  the  brief  sum- 
ming up  contained  in  the  words,  "I  like  or  I  don't  like  Mr.  So  and  80," 
there  is  often  a  subtle  analysis  of  character  of  which  we  should  do  well 
to  learn  the  secret 

No  one  would  expect  fhllness  of  muscle  or  strength  of  sinew  in  a  limb 
that  was  denied  freedom  of  action ;  but  is  it  not  equally  absurd  to  ex- 
pect intelligent  opinion  and  soundness  of  judgment  from  the  adult 
whose  childhood  has  been  spent  in  enforced  repression,  ^nd  the  non-use 
of  its  powers  of  observation  and  reflection  ? 

The  child  has  a  right  to  ask  questions  and  to  be  fairly  answered ;  not 
to  be  snubbed  as  if  be  were  guilty  of  an  impertinence,  nor  ignored  as 
though  his  desire  for  information  were  of  no  consequence,  nor  misled  as 
if  it  did  not  signify  whether  true  or  false  impressions  were  made  upon 
his  mind. 

He  has  a  right  to  he  taught  everything  which  he  desires  to  learn,  and 
to  be  made  certain,  when  any  asked-for  information  is  withheld,  that  it  is 
only  deferred  till  he  is  older  and  better  prepared  to  receive  it 

Answering  a  child's  questions  is  sowing  the  seeds  of  its  future  charac- 
ter. The  slight  impression  of  to-day  may  have  become  a  rule  of  lift 
twenty  years  hence.  A  youth  in  crossing  the  fields  dropped  cherry- 
stones from  his  mouth,  and  in  old  age  retraced  his  steps  by  the  trees 
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laden  ^ith  luscious  fniit.    But  many  a  parent  whose  heart  is  lacerated 
by  a  child's  ingratitude  might  say, 

"  The  thoms  I  bleed  withal  are  of  the  tree  I  plantecL" 

To  answer  rightly  a  child's  questions  would  give  scope  for  the  wisdom 
of  all  the  ancients ;  and  to  illustrate  needed  precept  by  example  would 
require  the  exercise  of  every  Christian  virtue. 

I  have  hinted  at  the  child's  right  to  be  let  alone,  by  which  I  mean  he 
should  have  the  sovereignty  of  his  person  and  immunity  from  invasion. 
It  may  he  Ghe  sport  for  grown  people  to  victimize  children  as  they  do : 
to  tumble  their  hair  with  a  clumsily  caressing  hand,  pinch  their  cheeks 
or  ears,  tweak  their  noses,  or  playfully  trip  them  up  as  they  are  crossing 
the  room ;  to  catch  a  timid  little  girl  and  toss  her  to  the  ceiling,  or  sub- 
ject a  sensitive,  bashful  boy  to  the  ordeal  of  indiscriminate  kissing.  But 
every  such  act  is  an  unwarranted  liberty,  and  no  less  an  invasion  of 
personal  rights  than  if  practiced  upon  the  highest  dignitary  of  the  land. 
In  fact,  it  is  rather  more  so  than  less,  for  the  child  cannot  protect  him- 
self, nor  even  show  displeasure  without  subjecting  himself  to  rebuke.  If 
there  is  any  right  that  is  inalienable,  it  is  that  of  every  >human  soul  to 
the  tenement  with  which  God  has  invested  it ;  to  be  safe  from  so  much 
as  the  touch  of  a  finger  except  at  its  own  option.  To  profane  with  a 
careless  hand  the  shrines  of  the  gods  was  a  grave  offence  and  subjected 
the  offender  to  fearful  penalties,  but  is  noteveiy  human  organism  a  shrine 
no  less  sacred  ? 

The  beauty  of  all  our  relations  is  marred  by  this  coarse  familiarity.  We 
need  to  learn'  more  reverence ;  to  be  reminded  that  every  human  form, 
whether  of  adult  or  of  little  child,  embodies  a  thought  of  God ;  to  hear 
anew  the  voice  from  the  burning  bush,  saying,  '*  Put  thy  shoes  from  off 
thy  feet,  for  the  place  whereon  thou  standest  is  holy  ground." 

The  child  has  a  right  to  his  individuality,  to  be  himself  and  no  other ; 
to  maintain  against  the  world  the  Divine  fact  for  which  he  stands.  And 
before  this  fact  father,  mother,  instructor,  should  stand  reverently ;  seek- 
ing rather  to  understand  and  interpret  its  significance  than  to  wrest  it 
from  its  original  purpose.  It  is  not  necessarily  to  be  inscribed  with  the 
family  name,  nor  written  over  with  the  family  traditions.  Nature  de- 
lights in  surprises,  and  will  not  guarantee  that  the  children  of  her  poets 
glial]  sing,  nor  that  every  Quaker  baby  shall  take  kindly  to  drab-color,  or 
have  an  inherent  longing  for  a  scoop-bonnet  or  a  broad-brimmed  hat. 

In  the  very  naming  of  a  child  his  individuality  should  be  recognised. 
He  should  not  be  invested  with  the  cast-off  cognomen  of  some  dead  an- 
cestor or  historical  celebrity,  a  name  musty  as  the  grave-clothes  of  the 
original  wearer — dolefully  redolent  of  old  associations — a  ghostly  index 
finger  forever  pointing  to  the  past  Let  it  be  something  fresh ;  a  new 
name  standing  for  a  new  fact,  the  suggestion  of  a  history  yet  to  be  writ- 
ten, a  prophecy  to  be  fulfilled.    The  ass  was  well  enough  clothed  in  his 
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own  nitset,  bat  when  he  would  put  on  the  skin  of  the  lion  ewerj  attribnte 
became  contemptiUe.  Oommon-place  people  slip  easily  throngh  the 
world,  but  when  we  find  them  heralded  by  great  names  we  resent  the 
incongruity,  and  insist  upon  making  them  less  than  they  are.  George 
Washington  selling  peanuts,  Julius  Caesar  as  a  boot-black,  and  Virgil  a 
Tender  of  old  clothes,  make  but  a  sorry  figure.  Leaye  to  the  dead  kings 
their  purple  and  ermine,  to  the  poets  their  laurels,  and  to  the  heroes  of 
the  earth  sole  possession  of  the  names  they  have  rendered  immortaL 

Let  the  child  have  a  name  that  does  not  mean  too  much  at  the  outset, 
but  which  he  can  fill  with  his  indiyiduality,  and  make  by  and  by  to 
stand  for  exactly  the  fact  that  he  is.  Swedenborg  tells  us  that  in  the 
spiritual  world  the  name  of  an«  angel  is  the  epitome  of  all  his  experiences, 
the  expression  of  his  whole  being. 

The  child  has  a  right  to  companionship.  Not  more  surely  does  the 
plant  turn  its  leaves  to  the  light  than  does  the  child  seek  to  ahaie  witii 
the  parent  erery  thought  and  emotion.  If  your  boy  does  not  talk  to 
you  of  his  projects,  of  his  successes  at  school  and  his  mishaps  on  the 
playground ;  if  your  little  girl  has  nothing  to  say  of  her  experiences 
during  the  hours  that  she  is  away  from  you,  of  the  playmates  whom  she 
loves,  or  of  the  teacher  who,  to  her  thinking,  is  not  quite  &ir ;  if,  in  a 
word,  you  have  not  your  child's  full  confidence^  be  sure  that  it  is  your  &alt, 
not  hii;  that  you  have  somehow  failed  in  your  duty  towards  him,  and 
you  should  not  rest  till  you  baye  bridged  oyer  the  chasm  and  placed 
yourself  beside  him  as  fidtbful  counsellor  and  tenderest  friend. 

But  while  giying  needed  support,  do  not  fail  to  recognise  in  the  ding- 
ing, dependent  child  of  to-day  ,the  responsible  man  or  woman  of  a  fie  w  years 
hence.  Leare  space  between  you  for  growth.  Separate  the  young  life 
sufficiently  from  your  own  to  secure  to  it  the  conditions  most  fiiyorable 
to  its  proper  development. 

The  object  to  be  attained  is  not  the  illustration  of  your  theories^  n<^ 
by  any  means  your  pleasure  or  conyenience,  not  eyen  the  embodiment 
of  your  ideal ;  but  a  recognition  firom  the  outset  of  a  &ct  beyond  yon,  a 
character  to  be  developed  according  to  the  laws  of  its  own  being;  the 
unfolding  from  a  child  of  a  self-centered,  self-directing  man  or  wo- 
man ;  the  securing  to  a  soul  the  power  to  make  good  the  Acuities  of 
itself: 

Do  not  forget  that  in  all  matters  that  may  with  safety  be  1^  to  the 
child  your  office  is  merely  that  of  counsellor,  not  by  any  means  that  of 
autocrat  Make  him  feel  firom  the  first  that  your  goyemmoit  is  (mly 
proyisional,  and  that  he  is  to  fit  himself  as  rapidly  as  possible  for  the 
soyereignty  of  his  own  life.  Do  not  burden  him  with  laws,  nor  hedge 
him  about  with  rules,  nor  bind  him  with  jHromises.  Implant  at  the  cen- 
tre of  his  being  the  desire  to  do  right,  and  haying  done  this,  be  sure  that 
you  haye  provided  for  every  emergency  in  the  best  manner  that  is  pos- 
sible for  you. 
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Tou  need  not  fear  to  tell  him  that  the  whole  of  life  is  a  school  for 
the  learning  of  that  one  lesson ;  that  yon  as  well  as  he  are  often  in  the 
wrong ;  and  that  you  no  less  than  he  need  daily  to  Inieel  and  ask  God 
to  forgive  your  mistakes  and  help  you  to  become  better.  Not  a  Pope 
but  a  parent  is  the  child^s  need ;  not  an  assumed  infiEdlibility,  but  can- 
dor and  integrity  of  purpose ;  not  a  guide  who  is  never  in  error,  but  one 
who,  in  spite  of  errors,  can  command  confidence.  To  be  always  near 
enough  to  give  needed  support,  alwajrs  far  enough  removed  not  to  in-' 
vade,  and  to  consider  first,  last,  and  always  the  best  interests  of  the 
child ;  these  are  the  offices  of  a  good  parent,  offices  rendered  extremely 
difficult  by  two  strong  elements  of  human  nature-^he  love  of  exercising 
authority,  and  the  love  of  serving  one  beloved.  '^Ask  no  questions, 
but  do  as  I  bid  you/'  is  the  language  of  the  first ;  "  I  will  do  all  for  you," 
is  the  language  of  the  second.  Both  utterances  are  selfish,  and  below 
the  stanflard  of  a  trae  paternity.  "  Do  you  realize  that  you  belong  to 
me  ?  that  but  for  me  you  had  never  been  9"  said  a  hard  father  to  his 
son.  "  And  had  I  been  consulted  I  would  sooner  not  have  been,  than 
have  been  the  son  of  such  a  &ther,''  was  the  bitter  but  not  inappropri- 
ate answer. 

The  old  barbarism  still  clings  to  us.  We  interpret  too  literally  the 
term  "  my  child,''  and  assume  ownership  where  only  guardianship  was 
intended.  They  are  not  ours,  these  young  immortals ;  not  wax,  to  be 
moulded  to  any  pattern  that  may  please  us ;  not  tablets,  to  be  inscribed 
with  our  names,  or  written  over  with  our  pet  theories.  Images  of  God, 
filled  with  His  life,  consecrated  to  His  work,  destined  'to  an  immor- 
tality of  growth  and  individual  development,  we  may  not  confiscate 
them  to  our  uses,  nor  prescribe  their  sphere,  nor  fancy  that  our  care  of 
their  infancy  has  mortgaged  to  our  convenience  their  after  life. 

Paternity  imposes  duties,  it  does  not  establish  claims.  Even  between 
parent  and  child  comes  the  inexorable  fiat  of  the  gods,  "  Tou  shall  have 
only  what  you  are  strong  enough  to  take."  I  confess  I  have  little  sym- 
pathy for  parente  who  complain  of  the  ingratitude  of  children.  K  the 
stream  is  muddy,  it  b  safe  to  infer  that  the  fountain  was  not  pure.  All 
talk  about  obligation  is  futile ;  *'  With  what  measure  ye  mete  it  shall  be 
measured  to  you  again."  If  you  would  have  love,  be  lovable  as  well  as 
loving ;  if  loyalty  be  loyal ;  if  laige-hearted  devotedneas^  be  magnani- 
mous in  giving. 

Look  to  it,  oh  Others  and  mothers,  that  your  love  be  something  nobler 
than  mere  instinct ;  that  it  be  unselfish,  long-suffering,  far-seeing^  large 
enough  to  welcome  every  good  infiuence  that  comes  into  your  child's 
life,  to  r^oice  that  it  is  not  dependent  solely  ui>on  you,  but  is  enriched 
by  manifold  affections;  that  it  is  joyous  and  happy  in  all  innocent 
ways^  though  the  happiness  be  not  of  your  providing.  Look  to  it,  that 
in  all  your  relations  you  be  just  and  considerate,  tender  and  wise ;  that 
you  live  so  nobly,  that  love,  honor,  reverence  must  needs  attend  you  and 
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run  with  aliciity  to  do  yotir  bidding;  that  through  self-control  joa 
learn  the  secret  of  wise  goTemment,  and  by  the  practice  of  setf-abnegm- 
tion  win  from  your  children  a  loving  consideration  of  yonr  highest  daim. 

An  our  lives  we  have  been  hearing  of  the  debt  children  owe  tbeir 
parents ;  do  we  think  enough  of  what  parents  owe  their  children  ?  To 
my  mind  this  is  by  far  the  greater  question.  We  owe  them  harmonioiaB 
organi2ation9,  favorable  conditions,  a  true  development ;  but  this  Is  not 
all.  Aside  from  these  things  we  owe  to  them  a  debt*  beyond  our  power 
to  estimate.  If  they  need  us  materially,  we  no  lees  need  them  spiritually. 
I  pity  the  man  or  woman  who  can  spend  an  hour  with  a  little  child  and 
not  be  made  wiser.  Children  utter  the  only  oracles,  and  are  the  most 
truly  inspired,  because  the  most  unconscious  of  teachers.  By  the  direct- 
ness and  simplicity  of  their  questions  they  rebuke  our  pretence  and 
artificiality,  constantly  reminding  us  how  much  there  is  that  we  do  not 
know ;  by  their  loving  trust  they  shame  our  doubts,  by  the  play  of  their 
fitncy  and  the  buoyancy  of  their  spirits  they  banish  our  despair.  Said 
a  little  seven  year  old  girl,  looking  up  mu^ngly  from  the  doll  she  was 
tending,  "  Mamma,  what  is  the  good  of  us,  and  what  are  we  all  living 
for  ?^*  Could  the  mother  answer  that  question  without  drawing  near  to 
the  heart  of  God,  and  feeling  her  own  life  and  that  of  her  little  one  shel- 
tered in  His  all-embracing  love  t  I  remember  sitting  one  afternoon  last 
summer  in  a  room  where  a  dusky  little  face  was  pressed  against  the 
window-pane,  intently  watching  a  coming  thunder-storm ;  suddenly  it 
flashed  round  upon  us  with  the  exclamation,  '^  Oh,  mamma  I  do  come 
here  and  see  how  God  is  writing  short-hand  across  the  clouds.** 

What  shadow  would  not  be  dispelled  by  the  quaint  answer  of  the  little 
one,  who,  having  been  naughty,  was  asked  by  her  mother  if  she  was  not 
going  to  ask  God  to  forgive  her.  ^  No,  mamma,  I  don*t  like  to  talk  with 
God,  for  if  he  gets  too  well  acquainted  with  me.  He  may  want  me  to  go 
and  live  with  Him  and  leave  you." 

"  Who  was  ttie  dark^s  mother  ?"  inquired  a  little  boy  coming  back  sud- 
denly from  the  border  of  dream-land  to  ask  the  question ;  and  what 
mother  has  not  been  startled  by  the  solenm  inquiry,  "  how  did  God  b^n  !* 

Could  any  mother  afford  to  spare  out  of  her  life  the  children's  hour  t 
Not  the  one  described  by  the  poet — ^not  the  one  that  we  all  know  so  wdl, 
tinged  with  the  last  rays  of  sunset,  deepening  into  the  mystery  of  twilight, 
and  suddenly  blossoming  into  merriment  with  the  incoming  of  the  even- 
ing lamp.  That  is  also  father's  and  mother's  hour — a  care-free,  happy 
time,  interposed  between  the  day's  work  and  the  evening^s  sociability ; 
very  enjoyable  with  its  snatches  of  talk,  its  brief  chapters  from  the  day's 
experience,  its  ripples  of  laughter,  and  its  stories  murmured  sofUy  to  the 
little  ones;  very  enjoyable,  but  not  like  an  hour  that  comes  later,  when, 
having  unfastened  the  last  hook,  picked  out  the  last  troublesome  knot, 
and  buttoned  the  comfortable  night-gown  over  the  dimpled  shoulder^ . 
the  mother  lies  down  beside  the  little  one  and  takes  the  chubby  hand 
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in  hers  for  the  good-night  talk — when  qaestions  are  asked  and  answered, 
grievances  told  and  kissed  away — when  the  naughty  word  or  act  is  ac- 
knowledged, and  the  how  and  why  of  wrong  and  of  right  doing  is  ex 
plained. 

This  is  the  true  confessional,  approved  by  the  angels  and  blessed  of 
God ;  of  more  value  to  the  child  than  a  whole  library  of  catechisms,  and 
with  a  ministration  to  the  mother  in  comparison  with  which  fasts  and 
festivals  are  of  small  account,  and  even  sermons  and  sacraments  of  second- 
ary importance. 

We  are  indebted  to  our  children  for  constant  incentives  to  noble  living ; 
for  the  perpetual  reminder  that  we  do  not  live  to  ourselves  alone ;  for  their 
sakes  we  are  admonished  to  put  from  us  the  debasing  appetite,  the  un- 
worthy impulse ,  to  gather  into  our  lives  every  noble  and  heroic  quality, 
every  tender  and  attractive  grace. 

We  owe  them  gratitude  for  the  dark  hours  which  their  presence  has 
brightened,  for  the  helplessness  and  dependence  which  have  won  us  from 
ourselves ;  for  the  faith  and  trust  which  it  is  evermore  their  miRsion  to  re- 
new ;  for  their  kisses  on  cheeks  wet  with  tears,  and  on  brows  that  but 
for  that  caressing  had  furrowed  into  frowns. 

We  bless  them  for  the  child-world  which  they  keep  open  to  us — ^the 
true  fairy-land,  where  all  that  we  once  hoped  and  dreamed  is  still  possi- 
ble; the  Paradise  of  humanity,  which  they  perpetually  dress  and  keep ;  a 
Paradise  which,  spite  of  the  angel  with  the  scythe  and  hour-glass  who  has 
driven  us  forth,  we  shall  yet  regain,  and  through  all  whose  beatitudes  a 
little  child  shall  lead  us. 
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^tsiimmts. 


L— RELIGION. 

At  a  time  when  the  religions  world  is  undergoing  the  most  important 
changes,  and  when  the  hearts  of  many  people  are  foiling  them  for  fear 
lest  these  changes  should  weaken  the  hold  of  Religion  itself  upon  the 
human  soul,  we  rejoice  to  believe  that  no  such  danger  is  upon  us,  but 
that,  instead,  the  cause  of  true  Religion  was  neyer'  so  prosperous  as  at 
the  present  time.  For  we  recognize  and  aflSrm  that  true  Religion  does 
not  consist  in  any  jMurticular  belief  about  God,  or  Jesus,  or  the  Bible,  or 
the  Church,  nor  in  any  {Murticular  form  of  worship,  but  in  love  to  God 
and  man— a  tender  trust  in  our  Infinite  Protector,  a  strong  desire  and 
win  to  make  our  own  lives  pure  and  true,  and,  in  so  &r  as  we  can,  to  do 
away  with  error  and  iigustice,  and  advance  the  cause  of  truth  and  right 
upon  the  earth.  With  these  views  of  Religion,  we  see  no  occasion  for 
alarm,  but  much  for  hope  and  rejoicing,  that  the  old  forms  of  belief 
and  worship  are  passing  away.  We  hail  with  delight  the  growing  sen- 
timent in  the  community  that  a  man's  Religion  cannot  be  measured  by 
the  creed  which  he  recites,  but  may  be  most  when  that  is  least  And 
though  we  certainly  believe  that  some  forms  of  belief  are  more  helpful 
than  others,  we  cannot  fail  to  perceive  that  the  least  helpfhl  often  co- 
exist with  a  love  of  God  and  man  which  is  beyond  all  praise.  We  be- 
lieve that,  at  least,  there  is  more  agreement  between  all  earnest  people 
than  some  are  willing  to  allow,  and  would  desire  to  emphasize  the 
things  on  which  we  agree  more  than  the  things  on  which  we  differ, 
trusting  that  so  "  the  good  time  coming '^  will  be  sooner  here. 

n.— THE  WOMAN  QUESTION. 

BsLEEViNa  that  humanity  has  reached  a  stage  of  its  development 
where  the  intelligent  co-operation  of  woman  in  all  its  varied  interests  is 
essential  to  its  well-being,  and  realizing  that  the  present  system  of 
female  education,  and  the  habits  of  society,  are  little  calculated  to  fit  her 
for  the  grave  duties  that  are  about  to  devolve  upon  her,  we  urge  upon 
thoughtful  men  and  women  the  importance  of  creating  a  new  public 
sentiment — one  that  will  secure  to  women  the  same  educational  advan 
tages  that  are  eigoyed  by  men,  the  same  freedom  in  the  choice  of  occu- 
pation, equal  wages  for  equal  work,  a  like  spirit  of  honorable  independ- 
ence, and  all  the  rights  and  immunities  of  citizenship. 

We  believe  that  the  great  need  of  the  age  is  a  more  individualized 
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womanbood ;  that  woman,  instead  of  being  tbe  ecbo  of  man^s  thought, 
should  utter  her  own ;  that  she  should  realize  that  she  is  a  person  in 
her  own  right,  and  that  upon  her  equally  with  man  deyolves  the  weD- 
being  of  the  race.  But  while  demanding  for  her  the  ballot,  ownership 
of  herself,  and  the  largest  liberty  for  the  exercise  of  her  faculties,  we 
deprecate  any  attempt  to  inyolve  these  questions  with  social  problems 
whose  solution  must  come  through  a  better  culture,  and  the  united  wis- 
dom of  men  and  women  acting  for  the  public  good. 

And  while  using  all  laudable  means  for  securing  the  enfrancdiisemeDt 
of  woman,  it  is  important  to  remember  that  the  baDot  is  only  one  of 
many  means  for  higher  ends ;  that  the  only  true  lever  for  the  uplifting 
of  humanity  is  education  and  right  culture,  and  that  in  no  way  can 
women  so  commend  and  advance  their  cause  as  by  bringing  to  its  advo- 
cacy purity  of  character,  dignity  of  method,  and  magnanimity  of  par- 
pose — by  demonstrating  in  all  ways  that  larger  liberty  means  a  truer 
manhood,  higher  aims  in  life,  greater  simplicity  in  living,  a  nobler 
manhood,  and  better  civilization. 

m.— TEMPERANCE. 

Halv  a  century  of  special,  unremitted,  and  far-reaching  investigatioa 
has  overwhelmingly  proved,  that  of  all  the  producing  causes  of  idleness, 
destitution,  brutality,  pauperism,  demoralization,  and  crime,  the  use  of 
intoxicating  liquors  as  a  beverage,  and  to  an  alarming  extent  as  a 
medicine,  and  the  licensing  of  dram-shops,  continue  to  be  the  most 
prominent ;  and,  therefore,  that  total  abstinence  on  the  one  hand,  and 
prohibition  on  the  other,  are  indispensable  for  the  suppression  of  intem- 
perance, with  all  its  myriad  woes  and  horrors. 

It  is  true,  before  there  can  be  any  effective  prohibitory  legfislation  in 
regard  to  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirits  for  drinking  purposes,  there  must 
be  a  deep  moral  conviction  in  the  minds  of  the  people  as  to  the  dangers 
and  evils  inseparable  from  such  traffic,  unaccompanied  by  any  good 
whatever ;  and  to  secure  that  conviction,  no  means  can  be  too  liberaDy 
expended,  no  efforts  can  be  too  zealously  made,  on  the  part  of  individu- 
als, families,  and  associations.  And,  in  proportion  as  it  gains  ground 
in  a  popular  government  like  ours,  it  must  necessarily  result  in  advanced 
legislation  on  the  subject.  The  laws  of  a  State  touching  the  dram-ahops 
furnish  very  reliable  evidence  as  to  the  drinking  habits  and  s^itimeota 
of  its  inhabitants.  If  they  are  in  favor  of  license  only,  it  does  not  dis- 
prove the  rightfulness  and  necessity  of  prohibition,  but  it  demonstrates 
the  need  of  a  stiU  wider  and  a  more  vigorous  moral  agitation,  in  order 
to  bring  legislation  up  to  the  prohibitory  standpoint  Those  who  pro- 
fess to  believe  in  moral  suasion  alone,  for  the  suppression  of  the  most 
formidable  evil  in  the  land,  and  who  consequently  decry  legislative  ao-^ 
tion  in  that  direction — ^at  least,  if  it  goes  beyond  license — stiike  at  the 
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foundation  of  civil  government,  and  are  convicted  of  gross  inconsbten- 
cy,  if  exercising  the  elective  franchise  as  American  citizens.  Those  who 
raise  an  ontcry  against  a  prohibitory  law,  as  interfering  with  personal 
Uberty,  or  trying  to  make  people  virtaous  by  coercive  legislation,  are 
equally  inconsistent ;  for  they  raise  no  objection  to  such  legislation  in 
a  multitude  of  analogous  cases.  For  example,  as  it  has  been  well  said 
elsewhere,  there  are  some  trades  to  which  the  State  applies,  not  restric- 
tion merely,  but  prohibition.  Thus  the  business  of  coining  money  is 
utterly  suppressed  by  law  in  all  civilized  States ;  thus  the  ^ening  of 
lotteries  is  a  commercial  speculation  forbidden  by  law.  If  it  be  asked 
on  what  grounds  the  State  is  justified  in  annihilating  these  branches  of 
industry,  it  must  be  answered  that  society  may  put  down  what  is  dan- 
gerous to  itself— «a?i«  popvZi  suprema  lex.  Any  trade,  employment,  or 
use  of  property  detrimental  to  the  life,  health,  or  order  of  the  people, 
is  by  law  a  public  nuisance;  and  in  suppressing  it,  the  State  assumes 
the  right  of  sacrificing  private  interests  to  the  public  good ;  and  this 
not  only  when  the  detriment  is  physical  or  economical,  but  also  when  it 
is  moral.  Thus,  unwholesome  graveyards  are  shut  up,  and  noisome 
vitriol  works  are  pulled  down,  for  their  physical  noxiousness ;  private 
coining  is  made  illegal  for  economical  reasons ;  slave-trading,  lotteries, 
cock-pits,  bear-gardens,  gambling-houses,  brothels,  and  obscene  print- 
shops,  are  prohibited  on  moral  grounds.  Now,  the  liquor  traffic,  and 
particularly  the  retail  branch  of  it,  is  a  public  nuisance  in  all  three 
aspects — physically,  economically,  and  morally.  By  its  physical  conse- 
quences it  causes  death  to  thousands,  reduces  thousands  more  to  mad- 
ness or  idiocy,  and  afllicts  myriads  with  diseases  involving  the  most 
wretched  forms  of  bodily  and  mental  torture.  Considered  in  its  eco- 
nomical results,  it  impairs  the  national  resources  by  destroying  a  large 
amount  of  com,  which  is  annually  distilled  into  spirits ;  and  it  indi- 
rectly causes  three-fourths  of  the  taxation  required  by  pauperism  and 
criminal  prosecutions  and  prison  expenses ;  and,  further,  it  diminishes 
the  effective  industry  of  the  working  classes,  thereby  lessening  the 
amount  of  national  production.  Thirdly,  viewed  in  its  moral  operation, 
it  is  the  cause  of  ttivo-thirds  of  the  crime  committed;  it  lowers  the  in- 
telligence, and  hinders  the  civilization  of  the  people ;  and  it  leads  men 
to  ill-treat  and  starve  their  families,  and  sacrifice  domestic  comfort  to 
riotous  debauchery. 

i  rV.— THE  RIGHTS  OP  CHILDREN. 

As  the  hope  of  a  people  is  in  its  children,  and  as  the  genius  of  our 
government  makes  it  especially  important  that  our  children  should  be- 
come intelligent  and  self  respecting  men  and  women,  the  conditians 
most  likely  to  ensure  this  result  should  engage  our  serious  consider- 
ation. 
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How  to  reach  the  children  of  the  poor,  especiany  in  our  large  cities, 
and  surround  them  with  a  healthful  moral  atmosphere,  and  the  means 
of  education ;  how  to  create  a  public  opinion  that  will  save  the  children 
of  the  rich  from  being  immolated  on  the  altar  of  fashion,  and  made  the 
victims  of  dress  and  display;  how  to  secure  to  every  child  the  best 
physical,  mental,  and  moral  conditions,  together  with  its  natural  birth- 
right of  a  free,  simple,  and  happy  childhood,  and  such  a  command  of 
its  faculties  as  will  ensure  a  useful  and  independent  manhood  or  woman- 
hood, are  ^'questions  which  call  for  the  most  careful  thought,  and  the 
ripest  wisdom  of  the  age. 

While  the  best  thinkers  are  discussing  the  subject  of  individual 
rights,  we  seem  to  forget  that  every  child  is  an  individual,  and  Invested 
with  certain  inalienable  rights  which  adults,  even  parents  and  goard- 
ians,  are  bound  to  respect.  We  need  to  be  reminded  that  paternity  im- 
poses obligations,  but  does  not  establish  ownership ;  that  having  evoked 
a  life,  it  is  our  boundcn  duty  to  secure  to  it  the  best  possible  oonditioos 
for  its  own  well-being,  instead  of  selfishly  confiscating  it  to  our  uses ; 
that  every  child  is  a  fact  to  be  developed  according  to  the  laws  of  its 
own  being — ^made  happy  in  the  exercise  of  its  own  powers,  and  nsefnl 
to  society,  by  bringing  to  it,  in  its  defined  individuality,  some  element 
which  no  other  could  supply. 

How  far  we  are  responsible  for  that  want  of  reverence  in  the  young 
which  is  so  deplorable  a  feature  of  the  times,  and  which  liea  at  the  root 
of  so  many  evils,  is  another  point  worth  considering.  Did  we  reverence 
as  we  ought  the  holy  mystery  of  childhood,  should  we  not  win  from  our 
children  reverence  in  return  ?  If  we  recognized  in  every  little  child  a 
new  incarnation  of  the  divine,  should  we  not  teach  our  children  to  rev- 
erence themselves  ?  If  we  taught  them  to  regard  their  bodies  as  sacred 
temples  for  the  indwelling  of  pure  thoughts,  sweet  affections,  noble  as- 
pinitions,  should  we  not  liffc  them  into  the  light,  bridge  the  tarfoid 
waters  of  temptation,  and  ally  them  with  all  good  and  helpful  influ- 
ences, thus  laying  the  foundations  of  a  true  manhood  and  womanhood  ? 

v.— PEACE. 

SjKCE  our  last  Yearly  Meeting,  the  awful  spectacle  has  been  presented 
to  the  civilized  world  of  a  sanguinary  and  destructive  war,  on  a  colossal 
scale,  between  two  of  the  most  powerful  nations  on  earth — ^France  and 
Prussia — the  guilty  aggressor  being  the  Emperor  Napoleon,  backed  up 
by  the  military  strength  and  general  sentiment  of  the  French  people; 
who,  without  even  a  plausible  pretext,  threw  down  the  gauntlet  of  defi- 
ance to  the  Prussian  Government,  and  in  hot  haste  essayed  to  march 
his  legions  into  the  Prussian  capital,  there  to  dictate  such  terms  of 
peace  as  an  xmscrupulous,  exacting,  and  arrogant  invader  might  be  dis- 
posed to  consider  sufficiently  humiliating.    The  results  are  well  known 
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to  all.  The  imaginary  conqueror  went  himself  into  captivity,  his  em- 
pire was  crushed,  his  army  destroyed,  and  Paris  invested  by  a  victorious 
foreign  power,  holding  absolute  supremacy.  As  between  the  contend- 
ing parties,  the  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  nearly  equal,  and  alike 
terrible— amounting  to  hundreds  of  thousands  on  each  side ;  but  the 
destruction  of  property  and  of  the  means  of  industry  fell  almost  exclu- 
sively upon  Prance,  that  country  being  overrun  and  subjugated  by  the 
irresistible  forces  of  her  hated  antagonist.  This  was  followed  by  a  wide- 
spread famine,  with  all  its  horrors ;  but  while  the  philanthropy  of  oth^ 
nations  was  generously  sending  relief  to  save  the  perishing,  it  was  shocked 
and  almost  paralyzed  by  the  sfght  of  the  outbursting  of  a  fierce  civil 
war  between  the  city  of  Paris  and  the  French  Provisional  Government, 
vastly  multiplying  the  number  of  the  slain  and  wounded,  and  ending 
in  the  conflagration  of  a  considerable  portion  of  the  capital,  and  execu- 
tions on  a  fearful  scale  of  retaliation. 

No  such  lesson  of  peace,  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances,  has  ever 
been  so  impressively  taught  before.  France  has  been  historically  emu- 
lous of  military  glory  and  conquest,  even  to  the  verge  of  insanity ;  and 
now  she  Kes  in  the  dust,  bleeding  at  every  pore,  and  covered  with 
humiliation  and  inglorious  defeat.  Let  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  take 
solemn  warning  I    Like  causes  produce  like  effects. 

It  is  cause  for  heartfelt  rejoicing  universally,  that  whatever  outstand- 
ing difficulties  exist  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  at 
various  times  so  threatening  in  their  aspect,  are  to  be  peaceably  settled 
by  fair  concession  and  just  arbitration,  under  the  treaty  recently  formed 
at  Washington.  Thus  a  moat  deadly  and  destructive  conflict  has  been 
avoided,  which  could  have  ended  in  nothing  but  mutual  hate  and  ruin ; 
the  ties  of  international  amity  have  been  greatly  strengthened,  an 
example  of  forbearance  and  good  sense  has  been  set  worthy  of  all  imita- 
tion in  all  cases  of  international  variances,  and  a  method  of  preserving 
peace  agreed  upon,  which,  if  followed,  will  powerfully  tend  to  usher  in 
the  joyful  era  when  "  nation  shall  no  longer  lift  up  sword  against  nation, 
nor  learn  war  any  more." 

VI.— KINDNESS  TO  ANIMALS. 

Eleten  years  ago,  Daniel  Ricketson,  of  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  sent 
to  this  Society,  for  its  consideration,  a  testimony  against  the  cruelty  so 
often  practiced  against ''  Domestic  Animals  and  other  Dumb  Creatures." 
The  introduction  of  so  unusual  a  theme  excited  some  surprise  at  first, 
but  after  due  reflection  the  testimony  was  unanimously  adopted,  and 
published  with  our  proceedings.  It  was  not  till  some  years  after  this 
that  a  philanthropic  citizen  of  New  York,  Henbt  Beroh,  began  the 
public  discussion  of  this  subject,  pursuing  it  with  such  earnestness  that 
at  length  "  The  New  York  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to 
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Animals  *^  was  orgaiiized.  Afterwards  another  Society  for  the  same 
purpose  was  formed  in  Massachusetts ;  and  now  it  is  belieyed  that  there 
are  in  this  country  not  less  than  four  or  five  State  and  many  more  local 
associations  of  a  similar  character.  By  the  interposition  of  these  So- 
cieties, laws  haye  been  enacted  in  seyeral  States  for  the  protection  of 
animals  from  the  thoughtless  or  passionate  cruelty  of  man,  and  much 
has  been  done  to  create  a  sound  and  wholesome  public  opinion  on  the 
subject  In  Boston,  a  paper  deyoted  to  the  subject  is  published  eyeiy 
month,  and  the  cause  has  enlisted  the  earnest  sympathy  of  good  people 
everywhere.  Rejoicing  in  these  tokens  of  a  higher  ciyilization,  and 
wishing  to  aid  the  movement  by  every  means  in  our  power,  we  re-affirm 
our  testimony  of  1860,  as  follows  : 

"By  no  means  of  minor  importance  is  kindness  towards  dumb 
creatures.  Among  the  most  horrid  deformities  of  human  nature  is 
cruelty.  The  tyrant,  whether  great  or  little,  is  a  monster  that  causes 
every  humane  person  to  shrink  from  him  in  horror  and  disgust.  WeQ 
has  the  poet  Cowper,  one  of  the  truest  Mends  of  humanity,  said : 

**  *  I  would  not  enter  on  my  list  of  friends 

(Though  graced  with  polished  manners  and  fine  sense, 
Tet  wanting  sensibility)  the  man 
Who  needlessly  sets  foot  upon  a  wonn.' 

"  The  inculcation  of  the  sentiments  of  kindness  and  conuideration  fo 
the  hjtppiness  of  dumb  creatures  should  be  one  of  the  earliest  lessons 
for  the  young.  Particularly  would  we  call  attention  to  the  care  and 
comfort  of  those  domestie  animals  in  common  use— the  horse,  so  noble^ 
spirited  and  valuable  to  man ;  the  ox,  patient,  meek  and  strong,  teach- 
ing his  master  many  lessons  of  honest  industry  and  endurance;  the 
cow,  when  humanely  treated,  so  gentle  and  useful,  and  affording  one 
of  the  most  valued  necessaries  of  life ;  and  the  minor  animals,  the  dog 
and  cat,  so  companionable  and  tractable.  How  much  is  their  happiness 
in  our  hands,  and  therefore  how  great  is  the  responsibility  upon  us  to 
treat  them  kindly. 

"  In  many  places  domestic  animals  suffer  greatly  from  exposure  to  the 
inclemencies  of  the  weather,  both  in  winter  and  summer.  What  are 
we  to  think  of  that  man's  religion,  who,  while  comfortable  himself^  is 
regardless  of  his  suffering  dumb  creatures  ?  By  studying  the  instincts 
of  dumb  creatures,  not  requiring  them  to  come  to  our  knowledge,  we 
may  learn  much  that  will  not  only  make  than  more  comfortable,  but 
will  also  add  to  their  usefulness. 

"  *  A  man  of  kindness  to  his  beast  is  kind ; 
But  brutal  actions  show  a  brutal  mind; 
Remember,  He  who  made  thee  made  the  brute, — 
Who  gave  thoe  speech  and  reason,  formed  him  mate ; 
He  can't  complam ;  but  God's  omniscient  eye 
Beholds  thy  crueltv,  and  hears  his  cry ; 
He  was  designed  thy  servant  and  thy  dmdge, — 
Bat  know  that  his  C^^eator  is  thy  Jad(ge.> " 
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VII— THE  LABOR  QUESTION. 

TmB  question  is  now  ftdilj  before  the  public,  and  demands  the  care^ 
fbllest  consideration  of  all  earnest  people;  but  it  is  a  question  that 
should  be  kept,  in  its  present  stage  at  any  rate,  as  far  as  possible  from 
the  noise  and  heat  of  the  political  arena ;  and  we  deprecate  the  spirit 
that  would  make  it  the  foot-ball  of  contending  parties  and  the  tool  of 
greedy  demagogues.  Where  so  much  is  dark,  we  can  yet  see  in  the 
principles  of  co-operation  a  clue  which  may  enable  us  to  thread  the 
labyrinth  and  emerge  with  honor  and  success.  Meantime,  we  would 
that  all  employers  and  employed  might  yie  with  each  other  in  a  wise 
thoughtfulness  and  forbearance  and  desire  to  understand  each  other^s 
real  purposes,  wants  and  aims^ 

Vin.— IN    MEMOMAM. 

BOBBRT  LAMBOBN. 

On  the  8d  of  Seventh  month,  1870,  died  our  beloved  and  venerated 
friend,  Robebt  Lambobn,  in  the  80th  year  of  his  age.  His  departure, 
after  a  long  and  usefrd  life,  was  like  the  setting  of  the  sun  at  the  close 
of  a  beautifril  summer  day — an  event  so  natural  and  peaceful  as  to 
afford  ground  for  congratulation  rather  than  of  sorrow.  He  was  a  man 
of  rare  intellectual  endowments,  of  remarkable  insight,  of  fine  social 
gifts,  and  of  incorruptible  integrity.  Bom  into  the  Society  of  Friends, 
and  a  genuine  Quaker,  he  was  above  all  tilings  human,  and  free  from 
the  narrowness  and  bigotry  of  sectarianism.  The  anti-slavery  cause,  in 
its  earliest  and  darkest  days,  found  in  him  a  devoted  friend ;  and  when 
ft  encountered  the  cold  indifference  or  open  hostility  of  the  leaders  in 
the  Society  of  Friends,  he  was  still  true  and  steadfast,  bearing  opposi- 
tion with  meekness,  and  rebuking  oppression  not  in  passionate  speech 
but  in  acts  which  attested  the  depth  and  earnestness  of  his  convictions. 
His  labors  in  the  cause  of  temperance  and  freedom  prepared  him  to 
take  an  active  part  in  organizing  this  Religious  Society,  for  which  he 
ever  afterwards  manifested  a  warm  attachment,  attending  its  meetings 
constantly,  and  making  liberal  contributions  for  its  support.  To  the 
poor  and  the  unfortunate  he  was  a  generous  friend ;  but  in  the  last 
years  of  his  life  this  feature  of  his  character  became  still  more  conspic- 
uous, and  many  were  made  glad  by  his  quiet  and  unostentatious  benev- 
olence. The  Freedmen  of  the  Soutii,  especially,  commanded  his  sym- 
pathy and  generous  aid.  He  sought  opportunities  for  doing  them  good, 
and  encouraging  them  to  struggle  bravely  against  adverse  circum- 
stances, to  make  themselves  intelligent  and  worthy  citizens.  He  was 
a  Mend  of  peace,  and  by  example  and  precept  bore  testimony  not  only 
against  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors,  but  against  the  defilements  of 
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tobacco.  Indeed,  it  may  be  said  that  of  all  the  testimonies  Tdiich  this 
Society  has  promulgated  in  the  whole  eighteen  years  of  its  existence 
there  is  not  one  that  he  did  not  support  by  bis  vote  and  his  example. 
In  reflecting  upon  the  death  of  such  a  man,  each  one  of  ns  may  fitly 
ezchiioi,  ^*  Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  let  my  last  ead 
be  Uke  his.'' 

MABIA    AGSKW, 

We  record  with  affectionate  sadness  the  death  of  our  cherished 
friend,  Mabia  Aonbw,  who,  like  her  lamented  husband,  the  late  Ajlles 
Ao2TEw,  was  closely  and  actively  identified  with  this  Society  from  the 
day  of  its  formation  until  the  close  of  her  useful  life  on  the  15th  of 
Eleventh  month,  1870.  She  had  just  numbered  her  "  three-ecore  yean 
and  ten."  We  gratefully  remember  the  wide  and  tender  hmnanity 
which  brought  her  into  quick  sympathy  with  the  unfortunate,  the  dero- 
tion  to  principle  which  made  her  willing  to  endure  reproach  and  perse- 
cution, and  the  quiet  strength  with  which  she  entered  into  every  enter- 
prise that  promised  to  make  the  world  better  than  she  found  it.  We 
remember,  too,  her  sweet  charity  for  the  erring  and  the  sinful,  her  con- 
scientious carefulness  in  tlie  discharge  of  every  duty,  and  her  anticipa- 
tions, sometimes  beclouded,  of  a  life  beyond  the  grave.  This  house  with 
its  surroundings  was  to  her  the  symbol  of  her  most  precious  hopes  and 
aspirations,  the  visible  sign  and  manifestation  of  principles  that  wezB 
enshrined  in  her  inmost  heart.  No  meetings  were  to  her  so  attractive 
and  inspiring  as  those  held  within  these  walls.  In  the  adjoining  ceme- 
tery, where  her  remains  are  now  lying,  she  often  lingered  with  fond 
affection  over  the  graves  of  her  departed  Mends,  and  in  her  will  her 
appreciation  of  the  tender  and  humanizing  influences  of  the  place 
found  expression  in  a  provision  to  increase  its  attractiveness  and 
beauty.  No  such  memorial,  however,  was  needed  to  keep  her  memofy 
forever  green  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  knew  her,  and  felt  the  quick- 
ening influence  of  her  noble  example. 

THOMAS  OAREBTT. 

Of  all  the  members  of  the  Society  of  Progressive  Friends,  Thomas 
Gabrbtt  was  the  most  widely  known,  and  certainly  no  one  among 
them  was  ever  more  extensively  beloved  and  venerated.  He  was  indeed 
one  of  the  world's  moral  heroes,  and  his  name  reflected  honor  upon 
every  association  with  which  he  was  identified.  Of  the  little  band  of 
men  and  women  who  had  the  courage,  eighteen  years  ago,  to  rebuke 
the  blindness,  the  narrowness,  and  the  arrogance  of  sectarism,  by  the 
organization  of  this  body,  he  was  a  recognized  and  honored  leader,  and 
from  that  time  till  his  death  his  unswerving  fidelity  to  its  principles, 
and  his  interest  in  its  growth,  were  evinced  by  a  constant  attendance 
of  its  meetings,  an  earnest  support  of  its  testimonies,  and  very  liberal 
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contributions  to  its  treasury.  In  all  these  respects,  indeed,  he  was  "  an 
ensample  to  the  flock."  Whoever  else  might  falter  or  grow  weary  in 
the  work  of  reform,  it  was  certain  that  his  devotion  would  not  grow 
cold,  that  his  courage  would  be  found  equal  to  any  emergency,  and  that 
his  liberality  would  be  unfailing.  He  rarely  spoke  in  our  meetings ; 
but  his  simple  presence  was  more  eloquent  than  speech — it  was  a  bene- 
diction and  a  power.  '  Caution,  by  the  inspiration  of  his  example,  was 
changed  to  courage,  and  timidity  gave  place  to  boldness.  His  love  for 
truth  and  his  confidence  therein  were  sublime.  For  truth  he  was  ever 
ready  to  sacrifice  property,  reputation  and  life.  And  yet,  these  stem 
dements  of  his  character  were  mingled  with  a  gentleness  and  tender- 
ness as  beautiful  as  they  are  rare.  Hating  wrong  with  all  his  heart,  he 
yet  loved  and  won  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  wrong-doer.  Liv- 
ing in  a  slave  State,  he  was  not  only  an  outspoken  abolitionist,  but  the 
open  and  avowed  aider  of  slaves  in  their  efibrts  to  escape  to  a  land  of 
freedom ;  and  when  for  this  he  was  arraigned  as  a  criminal,  and  con- 
victed in  a  Court  of  the  United  States,  he  **  took  joyfully  the  spoiling 
of  his  goods,"  and  left  the  court-room  without  a  murmur,  to  resume  at 
once  his  self-denying  efibrts  for  the  fleeing  bondmen.  Such  indomita- 
ble courage  could  not  be  long  resisted,  and,  appealing  as  it  did  to  all 
that  is  best  and  noblest  in  human  nature,  was  sure  to  conquer  in  the 
end.  Even  the  slave-holders,  who  had  lost  their  human  chattels  by  his 
means,  while  cursing  him  with  their  lips,  respected  him  in  their  hearts, 
and,  knowing  his  incorruptible  honesty  as  a  merchant,  could  not  with- 
hold from  him  their  custom ;  and  thus  they  contributed  to  restore  to 
him,  in  his  old  age,  the  fortune  of  which,  as  a  penalty  for  his  philan- 
thropy, he  had  been  despoiled  by  the  law.  It  is  doubtful  if  the  people 
of  Delaware  ever  paid  higher  honors  to  any  citizen  than  those  which 
they  spontaneously  bestowed  upon  this  stern  defender  of  liberty,  when 
death  had  stilled  the  beatings  of  his  noble  heart ;  and  of  all  the  emi- 
nent names  which  that  State  has  given  to  history,  not  one  will  shine 
brighter,  or  reflect  upon  her  a  higher  lustre,  than  that  of  Thomas  Gab- 
BETT.  More  than  2,500  slaves  made  their  escape  from  bondage,  in 
part  at  least,  by  his  means ;  while  to  the  poor  of  every  class  his  hand 
and  his  purse  were  ever  open.  Elis  life,  which  covered  a  period  of 
four-score  and  two  years,  ended  in  peace  on  the  25th  of  First  month, 
1871.  He  went  to  his  grave  **  in  a  full  age,  Uke  as  a  shock  of  com 
cometh  in  in  his  season,"  and  in  full  faith  of  a  blessed  immortality.  We 
shaU  see  his  face  no  more  in  our  assemblies  upon  earth  ;  but  how  de- 
lightful the  assurance  that  there  is  another  and  a  better  life,  in  which 
the  friendships  formed  here,  and  interrupted  by  death,  may  be  renewed 
and  perpetuated. 

BARTHOLOMEW  FUSSCLL,  M.D. 

Amono  those  who  heard  and  joyfully  heeded  the  plea  for  immediate 
emancipation,  first  made  by  William  Llotd  Gabbisok  in  1829,  on  be- 
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half  of  the  Blayes  of  the  United  States,  was  Babtholokbv  FimBiM, 
and  to  the  yery  end  of  the  straggle  he  was  a  bold  and  xmcon^HtMnising 
friend  of  the  anti-slavery  cause.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Ck>nyeDtioa, 
held  in  Philadelphia  in  1888,  for  the  organization  of  the  Americu 
Anti-Slavery  Society,  and  eagerly  embraced  the  opportunity  to  append 
his  name  to  the  immortal  ^  Declaration  of  Sentiments  ^  then  and  there 
adopted.  He  "endured  hardness  as  a  good  soldier ^^  of  fireedoQi,  bel^ 
ing  patiently  and  qnietiy  the  reproach  and  soorii  which,  in  the  eaifier 
years  of  the  cause,  were  visited  upon  all  its  champions.  He  was  con- 
spicuous as  a  friend  of  fugitive  sUves,  and  a  very  large  nnmb^  of  tiiis 
class  were  aided  by  him  in  their  flight  from  bondage.  His  door  wis 
ever  open  to  them,  and  no  night  was  dark  or  stormy  enough  to  deter 
him  from  traveling  with  them  to  a  place  of  refuge.  In  the  divisioD 
which  took  place  in  the  Society  of  Friends,  through  the  hostility  or  is- 
difference  of  many  to  the  cause  of  the  slave,  he  was  true  to  the  qpiiit  of 
primitive  Quakerism,  as  illustrated  by  Woolman,  Benezet  and  Lsj,  re- 
buking the  spirit  of  caste  and  worldliness  which  made  the  Society  for- 
getful of  its  ancimt  testimonies.  In  the  discussions  which  grew  out  d 
this  stsite  of  things  he  took  an  active  part,  and  his  name  appears  smosg 
those  appended  to  the  call  of  our  first  Yearly  Meeting.  About  this  tiffle^ 
however,  he  removed  from  this  lieighborhood,  and  his  profesraonal  du- 
ties have  allowed  him  to  meet  with  us  but  infrequently ;  but  we  have 
no  reason  to  doubt  that,  to  the  close  of  his  life,  he  retained  his  interest 
in  the  Society.  An  earnest,  devoted  Abolitionist  in  his  earliest  man- 
hood, he  lived  to  see  every  American  slave  emancipated,  and  his  coos- 
try  delivered  from  its  greatest  crime  and  curse.  Peacefully,  in  the  sweet 
hope  of  another  and  a  better  life,  he  passed  away  on  the  16th  day  <^ 
Second  month,  1871,  at  PhoenizviUe,  in  this  county,  having  aUained  the 
age  of  77  years. 

VHTCKKT  BABNARD. 

Of  the  fifty-six  persons  whose  names  were  appended  to  tiie  call  for 
our  first  Yearly  Meeting,  the  youngest,  it  is  believed,  was  Visckst 
Babkard  ;  and  although  some  years  afterwards,  in  the  exercise  of  ^ 
fi^edom  which  we  sincerely  respect  and  would  careftilly  cherish,  he  be- 
came identified  with  another  religious  body,  we  are  constrained,  in  new 
of  his  death,  to  testify  our  appreciation  of  his  worth,  and  our  sense  d 
the  loss  sustained  by  this  community  in  the  removal  of  one  whose  inflii- 
ence  was  always  exerted  in  behalf  of  every  righteous  cause.  He  died 
on  the  25th  of  Fourth  month,  1871,  aged  45,  deeply  lamented  by  a  vide 
circle  of  friends,  and  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  his  witit- 
drawal  from  this  Society  was  not  the  result  of  any  serious  change  of 
principle  or  purpose.  We  shall  ever  cherish  a  grateful  recoUectiaii  of 
his  early  protest  against  ecclesiastical  bigotry  and  intolerance,  and  his 
constant  devotion  to  the  cause  of  truth  and  righteousness. 
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The  Twentibth  Ybarlt  Mbbtino  of  Proorbssite  Friends  con- 
vened at  Longwood,  Chester  Co.,  Pa.,  on  Fifth  day  (Thursday),  the 
Idth  of  Sixth  month  (June),  1872,  at  10  o'clock,  a.  m. 

The  substance  of  the  call  was  read,  as  follows : 

The  object  of  this  gathering  \b  to  exalt  principles  abore  creeds,  trath  above 
fonns,  the  spirit  above  the  letter,  righteoasneae  above  ezpedienoy,  hmnanity 
above  institotions,  and,  avoiding  "donbtM  disputations'*  of  doctrine,  to  con- 
sider the  living,  practical  questions  of  the  time— questions  that  concern  the 
derelopment  of  humanity,  the  puHt  j  of  society  and  government,  and  the  welfare 
of  mankind.  In  other  words,  to  se  ek  for  knowledge  of  the  principles,  measures 
and  instrumentalities  by  which  all  true  men  and  women,  of  whatever  theological 
faith,  or  want  of  faith,  may  work  together  in  love  for  the  enlightenment  and 
regeneration  of  mankind. 

An  those  who  are  attracted  to  a  Religious  Society  animated  by  such  aims 
and  aspirations,  and  offering  so  wide  a  fellowship,  and  who  prefer  to  listen  to 
the  **  still,  small  voice  *  in  the  soul  of  man  rather  than  to  the  traditions  of  the 
past  and  the  din  and  clatter  of  ecclesiastical  machinery,  will  find  a  weloome  in 
the  hearts  and  homes  of  Progressive  Friends. 

Outer  Johnson  congratulated  the  meeting  in  view  of  the  auspi- 
cious circumstances  under  which  it  had  convened,  taking  occasion  to 
explain  and  commend  its  principles,  and,  having  concluded  his  re- 
marks, sought  the  Divine  aid  and  blessing  in  prayer. 

Mart  F.  Cox,  one  of  the  Clerks,  being  absent,  Margaret  Wat- 
son was  appointed  a  Clerk  pro  tern. 

Brief  letters  were  read  from  John  W.  Chadwiok  (Pastor  of  the 
2d  Unitarian  Church  in  Brooklyn),  Wm.  Llotd  Garrison,  and 
Alfred  H.  Love. 

Memorials  were  then  presented  of  five  friends  who  had  died  dur- 
ing  the  past  year,  viz.:  Annie  M.  Stam bach  Galvin,  Joseph  Moore, 
Samuel  J.  Mat,  Mart  A.  W.  Johnson,  and  Lukens  Pierce.  The 
reading  of  these  memorials  produced  a  very  tender  feeling  in  the 
meeting,  which  found  expression  in  appropriate  words  spoken  by 
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Samubl  D.  Moorb,  Ltdia  H.  Prick,  Stephen  H.  Camp,  Wm.  Llotd, 
and  Sarah  T.  H.  Pisrson.    The  memorials  were  accepted. 

Deborah  Pebkock,  Lewis  Marshall,  Dinah  Msndekhall,  Isaic 
Meredith,  and  Sarah  T.  H.  Piersok  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
settle  with  the  Treasurer,  and  to  nominate  a  Treasurer  and  Cleria 
for  the  ensuing  year. 

A  Committee  to  prepare  Testimonies  was  appointed,  as  follows : 
Mart  A.  Liyermore,  Oliver  Johnson,  Deborah  L.  Butler,  Oscab 
Clute,  Stephen  H.  Camp,  D.  P.  Liyermore,  Frederick  Hincklbt, 
Simon  Barnard,  Eliza  Sproat  Turner,  John  Wat. 

afternoon  session. 

Lewis  Marshall,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  to  nominate  t 
Treasurer,  reported  the  name  of  Aaron  Mbndbnhall,  and  he  was 
chosen  accordingly.  The  receipts  last  year  (including  balance  pre- 
viously on  hand)  were  $273  10 ;  the  expenditures  $222  62;  leaviiif 
a  balance  on  hand  of  150  54. 

The  same  Committee  nominated  for  Clerks  Oliver  Johnson  and 
Marqaret  Watson,  and  they  were  appointed  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

Mart  A.  Livermore  then  delivered  a  discourse  on  "  Christianity 
the  Basis  of  every  True  Reform."  For  upwards  of  half  an  hour  she 
held  the  close  and  undivided  attention  of  a  crowded  auditory,  upon 
whom  her  words  fell  with  convincing  power. 

Stephen  H.  Camp,  on  behalf  of  the  Business  Committee,  pre- 
sented a  testimony  on  Religion,  which  led  to  a  very  earnest  discoi- 
sion,  in  which  Samuel  D.  Moore,  Oscar  Clute,  J.  W.  Thorns,  Ste- 
phen H.  Camp,  Frederick  Hincklbt,  of  Washington,  Oliver  Johf- 
soN,  and  Alfred  B.  Justice  took  part.    The  testimony  was  adopted. 

SECOND  DAY. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  singing  the  hymn,  "  Love  DiviWi 
all  love  excelling." 

Frederick  Hinoklet,  Pastor  of  the  Unitarian  Church  in  W«sb- 
ington,  D.  C,  delivered  a  very  lucid  and  convincing  discourse,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  show  that  Christianity,  in  its  spirit  and  in  its 
essential  features,  is  universal,  and  in  sympathy  with  what  is  best  is 
the  other  religions  of  the  world. 

Samuel  D.  Moore  followed  in  remarks  intended  to  show  thit 
Christianity  is  but  "  a  scheme  of  salvation  "  invented  by  priests,  » 
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system  of  doctrines  and  rites  tending  to  degrade  rather  than  to  ele- 
vate the  human  family. 

The  hymn,  "  Nearer,  my  God,  to  Thee,"  was  sung,  after  which 
Lydia  H.  Price,  a  Minister  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  being  about 
to  leave  the  meeting,  made  an  earnest  address,  full  of  Christian  ten- 
derness and  of  solicitude  for  the  usefulness  and  welfare  of  Progres- 
sive Friends. 

Oscar  Clute,  Pastor  of  the  Unitarian  Church  in  Vineland,  N.  J., 
presented,  on  behalf  of  the  Business  Committee,  a  testimony  on 
Education,  and  then  delivered  a  discourse  in  which  he  set  forth  the 
advantages  of  the  *' Kindergarten "  method  of  instructing  little 
children. 

He  was  followed  by  Pbtbr  Wilson,  Mart  A.  Livbrmore  and 
Frederick  Hinoklbt,  who,  while  agreeing  heartily  with  all  that  he 
had  said,  expressed  their  belief  that  the  antenatal  conditions  of  chil- 
dren are  of  the  very  highest  importance.  Mart  A.  Livermore, 
especially,  spoke  on  this  subject  with  much  feeling. and  with  true 
womanly  delicacy,  though  with  great  plainness. 

J.  W.  Thorne  also  made  a  few  remarks. 

AFTERNOON   SESSION. 

The  hymn,  "  On  the  mountain  tops  appearing,"  was  sung. 

Collections  for  the  Treasury  were  called  for,  and  the  sum  of 
1146  48  collected. 

Deborah  L.  Butler  read  a  poem  entitled  '*  Thanksgiving." 

Mart  A.  Livbrmore,  from  the  Business  Committee,  presented  a 
testimony  on  Woman's  Rights,  and  delivered  a  very  impressive 
and  powerful  address  on  that  subject,  full  of  convincing  facts  and 
weighty  arguments ;  afler  which  the  testimony  was  adopted  by  a 
unanimous  and  very  emphatic  vote. 

Frederick  Hinoklbt,  from  the  Business  Committee,  presented 
a  testimony  on  Labor  Reform,  which  was  unanimously  adopted. 

THIRD  DAY. 

The  meeting  opened  with  singing,  "  Nearer,  my  Crod,  to  Thee." 
Stephen  H.  Camp,  Pastor  of  the  Third  Unitarian  Church  in 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y^  after  uttering  a  fervent  prayer  for  the  Divine 
blessing  upon  the  meeting,  proceeded  to  deliver  a  discourse  intended 
to  stimulate  his  hearers,  one  and  all,  to  live  according  to  their 
purest  and  highest  aspirations,  and  thus  to  grow  day  by  day  into 
all  manly  md  womanly  excellence* 
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At  the  close  of  his  discourse,  being  obliged  to  depart  for  his 
home,  he  took  leave  of  the  meeting  in  a  few  earnest  and  tender 
words,  in  which  he  testified  to  the  satisfaction  which  he  had  found 
in  coming  hither. 

Samuel  D.  Moori  made  a  few  remarks,  after  which  an  extrad 
of  a  letter  was  read  from  Fisldsb  Israbl,  latelj  Pi»tor  of  the 
Unitarian  Church  in  Taunton,  Mass.,  expressing  his  deep  interest  in 
the  meeting  and  his  regret  that  he  was  unable  to  be  present. 

William  Parker,  the  hero  of  the  Christiana  stru^le  of  1851, 
for  Liberty  as  opposed  to  the  Fugitive  Slave  law,  being  introduced 
to  the  meeting,  gave  an  account  of  that  struggle  and  of  his  own 
action  therein.  He  met  with  a  warm  reception,  and  his  simple  nar- 
rative was  listened  to  with  deep  interest. 

Deborah  L.  Butler,  from  the  Committee  on  Business,  pre* 
sented  a  testimony  on  Peace,  which  led  to  a  very  earnest  discusaioo, 
turning  upon  the  question  whether  war  is  or  is  not  sometimes 
right.  Among  those  who  spoke  were  Olfver  Johnson,  Mart  A. 
LrvvRMORE,  Charles  Butler,  A.  C.  Cotton,  Deborah  L.  BrrueB, 
Thomas  Worrall,  Wiluam  Llotd,  Samuel  D.  Moore,  and  Lxn 
Preston. 

afternoon  session. 

The  consideration  of  the  testimony  on  Peace  was  resumed.  A 
substitute  for  the  testimony  was  proposed,  avoiding  the  question  of 
the  sometimes  possible  rightfulness  of  war^  and  asserting  the  dutj 
of  nations  as  well  as  individuals  to  "  follow  after  the  things  that 
make  for  peace,"  and  to  settle  their  differences  by  arbitration. 
After  remarks  by  Thomas  Worrall,  Oliver  Johnson,  Willuh 
Shields,  Deborah  L.  Butler,  A.  C.  Cotton,  Laura  De  Fobci 
GrORDON,  J.  W.  Thorne,  and  Mart  A.  LnrsRMORE,  the  substitute 
was  unanimously  adopted. 

Oliver  Johnson,  from  the  Business  Committee,  presented  a 
testimony  on  "The  Constitution  and  the  Schools,"  whidi,  after 
remarks  by  him,  and  by  Laura  De  Force  Gordon,  and  Samuel 
D.  Moore,  was  adopted. 

Oliver  Johnson,  from  the  Business  Committtee,  presented  a 
testimony  on  Prison  Reform,  which  was  adopted  without  discussioo. 

Lewis  Marshall  offered  a  testimony  on  Temperance,  which, 
after  remarks  by  William  Llotd,  A.  C.  Cotton,  Charles  Hambu- 
ton,  J.  W.  Thorns,  Deborah  L.  Butler,  and  Laura  De  Fobob 
Gordon,  was  unanimously  adopted. 
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The  meeting  oonduded  with  a  touching  farewell  address  by  Mart 
A.  LivBRMORE,  in  which  she  urged  the  duty  and  privilege  of  con- 
stant devotion  to  the  work  of  Progress  and  Reform,  and  made  an 
earnest  and  solemn  appeal  to  all,  and  especially  to  the  young,  to 
consecrate  their  lives  to  the  task  of  improving  and  elevating  them- 
selves, and  making  the  world  the  abode  of  peace  and  righteousness. 

Oliver  Johnson,       }  jyj   i, 
Margaret  Watson,  )  ^^^*'- 

The  next  meeting  will  convene  on  the  Second  Fifth  day  (Thurs- 
day) of  the  Sixth  month  (June),  1873. 
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L— RELIGION. 

UimL  we  are  prepared  to  consider  the  subject  of  religion  in  a 
rational  manner,  we  shall  fail  to  apprehend  its  most  profomid  meaning. 
The  omens  of  the  hour  seem  happy,  because  men  and  women  are  grow- 
ing more  unwilling  to  leave  this  great  concern  to  the  decision  of  uncare- 
fhl,  unthoughtful,  unspiritual  people.  One  who  carefully  considers  the 
tendencies  of  the  times,  who  reads  the  unsolicited  testimonies  which 
come  from  human  experience,  must  feel  that  religion  has  a  natural  and 
essential  place  in  the  human  heart,  and  this  should  make  him  eager  to 
have  the  simplest,  clearest,  grandest  word  possible  to  state  and  define 
the  great  fact  The  New  Testament  definition  is  simple  and  grand,  but 
&r  removed  from  the  language  of  the  creeds,  just  as  the  newest,  best 
word  of  the  hour  seems  removed  from  the  traditions  and  superstitions  of 
the  past  Being  right,  just  so  far  as  one  knows  how — bright  action,  right 
thinking,  right  living — these  seem  to  be  the  words  the  world  needs  to 
hear,  as  telling  the  true  definition  of  religion.  Jesus  said  '*  all  the  law 
and  the  prophets  "  hang  on  two  simple  words :  Bight  toward  Cfody  right 
tatoard  man.  We  shall  find  vast  reason  for  hope,  and  great  inspiration  to 
work,  in  the  fact  that  the  children  of  men  are  coming  back  to  this  primi- 
tive definition.  They  will  not  be  content  with  priestly  dictation,  with 
mere  institutions,  with  lifeless  organization.  Where  the  spirit  of  the 
Lord  is,  there  is  liberty.  Where  the  genuine  fact  of  religion  obtains, 
there  will  be  purity,  aspiration,  and  immortal  trust  All  works  of  help- 
fulness, of  uplifting,  of  healing,  of  growth,  belong  to  this  child  of  the 
Divine  Love. 

n.— THE  RIGHTS  OF  WOMAN, 

BmoE  God  has  made  humanity  a  unit,  of  which  man  is  the  masculine 
ha,]fj  and  woman  the  feminine  half^  woman  is  entitled  to  equal  oppor- 
tunities with  man  for  culture  and  growth,  equal  freedom  to  seek  the 
sphere  of  action  to  which  her  taste  and  capacity  assign  her,  equal  rights 
and  privileges  guaranteed  by  the  law  of  the  land. 

To  this  end,  all  opportunities  of  education  eigoyed  by  man  should 
be  accessible  to  woman,  and  the  doors  of  all  institutions  of  learning 
should  be  open  to  her,  whether  legal,  medical,  theological,  industrial  or 
collegiate.  No  barriers  should  be  placed  in  the  way  of  her  entering  any 
employment  or  business  to  which  she  is  attracted  by  her  tastes,  and 
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adapted  by  natiye  talent.  There  should  be  accorded  her  the  same  ad- 
yantages  of  training  for  her  work  that  are  given  to  man,  and,  with  hhn^ 
■he  should  receive  equal  pay  for  equ41  work. 

And,  since  in  a  republic,  where  the  government  is  of  the  people,  by 
the  people,  for  the  people,  the  ballot  ia  the  only  symbol  of  equality 
known  to  the  law,  woman  should  possess  the  baUot,  that  she  may  be, 
legally,  a  person  in  her  own  right,  and  have  ownership  of  heiBeUt  Tha, 
alone,  will  give  her  a  voice  in  the  framing  of  the  laws  by  whicdi  she  is 
governed,  and  in  the  election  of  the  persons  to  wh(nn  their  enforcement 
is  entrusted.  This  alone  will  give  her  that  legal  justice  which  always 
precedes  social  equity. 

This  complete  enfranchisement  is  necessary  to  woman,  to  fit  her  fiar 
intelligent  co-operation  in  the  manifold  interests  of  society,  which  con- 
cern her  equally  with  man.  Until  this  is  achieved,  humanity  cannot 
come  to  its  grandest  maturity,  nor  civilization  take  on  its  noblest  quali- 
ties. While  it  is  delayed,  man  himself  suffers,  and  makes  progress 
slowly,  and  with  halting  step :  for  no  statement  is  more  truthiul  than 
that  which  Plato  puts  into  the  mouth  of  Socrates :  "  He  who  inflicts  a 
wrong  suffers  more  than  he  who  receives  one." 

m— WAR. 

Wb  unite  in  the  solemn  conviction  that  it  is  the  duty  of  nations,  as 
of  individuals,  to  "  follow  after  the  things  that  make  for  peace,**  to  render 
to  each  other  equal  and  exact  justice,  and  to  settle  their  diffenences  by 
arbitration  instead  of  the  sword.  When  such  differences  become  the 
occasion  of  bloody  conflict,  humanity  is  outraged  and  degraded  and 
civilization  put  to  shame.  We  rejoice  in  the  efforts  that  have  been  made 
by  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  to  settle  thmr  differences  without 
resort  to  war,  and  trust  that  these  efforts,  though  for  a  time  embamssed, 
if  not  defeated,  may  eventually  prove  successfuL  We  rejoice  in  the 
noble  efforts  of  Julia  Ward  Howe  to  unite  the  women  of  the  world  in 
the  active  support  of  peace,  and  bid  her  God-speed  in  her  heavenly 
mission. 

rv.— THE  CONSTITUTION  AND  THE  SCHOOLa 

Wb  desire  to  record  our  protest  against  the  organized  and  persisteit 
effort  of  some  of  the  *'  Orthodox "  religionists  of  the  country  to  foist 
upon  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  a  religious  and  sectarian  test 
in  the  form  of  a  recognition  of  God  and  Christ,  and  of  the  latter  espe- 
cially, as  the  rightful  ruler  of  nations.  We  are  glad  that  this  scheme  of 
sectarian  bigotiy  and  propagandism  is  opposed  by  the  most  influential 
<*  Orthodox  "  religious  journals,  and  that  it  receives  no  countenance  frcnn 
the  great  minority  of  ^^  Orthodox"  people,  so  that  there  is  small  dai^ger 
that  it  will  succeed.    Nevertheless,  as  ''the  price  of  liberty  is  eteoial 
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vigilance,"  it  is  the  duty  of  the  friends  of  reform  to  resist  this  scheme 
■whenever  and  wherever  it  is  urged,  and  to  educate  the  people  in  sound 
views  of  constitutional  and  religious  freedom. 

We  also  desire  to  enter  our  protest  against  the  effort  to  enforce  the 
reading  of  the  Bible  in  the  public  schools,  and  to  declare  our  conviction 
that  such  sdiools  should  be  devoted  to  secular  and  scieutific  instruction, 
and  the  inculcation  of  those  principles  of  morality  in  which  all  good 
citizens,  of  whatever  religious  views,  are  agreed. 

v.— PRISON  REFORM. 

Wb  renew  our  testimony  against  the  inhumanity  exhibited  in  the 
treatment  of  men  and  women  imprisoned  for  crime,  and  rctjoice  that  the 
question  of  prison  discipline  is  now  attracting  the  attention  of  the  most 
enlightened  people  in  aU  civilized  countries,  and  is  soon  to  be  gravely 
and  earnestly  considered  in  a  "  World's  IMson  Congress "  in  London, 
in  which  our  own  country  is  to  be  represented  by  intelligent  and  true- 
hearted  men  and  women.  To  that  Congress  we  look  forward  with  high 
hope  and  expectation,  believing  that  grand  results  must  follow  its  de- 
liberations. 

VL— TEMPERAK(;JE. 

As  intemperance  is  acknowledged  to  be  the  great  curse  of  our  time^ 
we  eotreat  eveiy  Mend  <^  the  human  race  to  put  forth  an  earnest  and 
prolonged  effort  to  awak^i  a  wider  and  deeper  interest  in  the  cause  of 
temperance,  believing  that  the  auspicious  hour  for  action  has  arrived,  as 
evinced  in  the  fact  that  thousands  who,  a  few  years  since,  were  indifferent, 
are  dow  casting  about  for  some  tangible  means  of  escape  irom  the  evils 
resulting  from  the  use  of  intoxicating  drinks ;  and  that  we  invite  espe- 
cial attention  to  the  debasing  influence  of  the  legalized  sale  of  such 
drinks,  invoking  for  its  suppression  the  influence  and  the  efforts  of  all 
good  citizens. 

Vn.— IN  MEMORIAM. 

HABT    A.    W.    JOHNSOZf. 

OiiLT  a  few  hours  preceding  the  coming  together  of  this  meeting,  in 
yonder  cemetery  was  committed  to  the  earth  all  that  was  mortal  of  one 
of  our  esteemed  members,  Mabt  Aim  W.  Johkson,  whose  connection 
with  our  Society  was  fVom  its  commencement,  whose  interest  in  its  prin- 
ciples and  aims  vitalized  her  daUy  life,  whose  example  of  a  spotless  and 
noble  womanhood  shone  like  a  star  '*  of  purest  ray  serene,"  whose  quali- 
ties of  mind  and  heart  were  as  happily  blended  as  they  were  rare,  and 
whose  presence,  walk  and  conversation  failed  not  to  please,  instruct  and 
elevate  the  tone  of  social  intercourse.  She  died  on  the  8th  of  Sixth 
month  (June),  1 872,  aged  68.  To  a  nice  sense  of  propriety,  great  circum- 
spection in  speech  and  demeanor,  a  modest  shrinking  fh>m  all  personal 
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display,  she  added  a  high  moral  courage  in  the  adoption  and  avowal  of 
her  sentiments,  and  in  the  espousal  of  mipoptdar  moremcDts  having  for 
their  object  the  furtherance  of  the  cause  of  truth  and  rigfateoosneaB. 
With  an  unusually  well-balanced  temperament,  she  followed  with  un- 
swerving fidelity  the  reyelations  of  duty,  and  pursued  the  even  tenor  of 
her  way,  cherishing  a  deep-felt  responsibility  in  whatever  she  attanpted 
to  perform.  While,  however,  it  was  not  in  her  nature  to  be  easfly  <dianged 
in  her  convictions,  she,  nevertheless,  was  always  prepared  to  change 
as  ftirther  enlightenment  was  vouchsafed ;  hence,  ahe  was  impelled  to 
discard  the  fables  of  tradition  and  the  tranmiels  of  dogmatic  authority, 
and  to  be  reverently  obedient  to  the  teachings  of  the  inward  monitor. 
The  soundness  of  her  judgment,  the  quickness  of  her  intnitioiif  made 
her  one  of  the  safsst  of  counselors  in  cases  of  doubt  or  diflSculty;  and 
many  have  had  cause  to  remember  grateftilly  the  judicious  advice  tiiat 
fell  from  her  lips. 

Her  sympathetic  nature  led  her  to  take  a  warm  interest  in  all  phases 
of  suffering  humanity ;  and  by  the  bedside  of  the  sick,  afOicted  and  dy- 
ing, she  was  specially  fitted  to  minister  comfort  and  relief  Denied  a 
mother^s  joys,  she  took  an  affectionate  interest  in  the  children  of  others, 
regarding  their  proper  training  as  of  primary  importance. 

In  the  struggles  that  have  made  a  memorable  era  in  l^e  progress  of 
civilization — for  the  reformation  of  criminals,  a  humane  improvement  in 
prison  discipline,  the  abolition  of  capital  punishment,  the  suppression  of 
intemperance,  the  promotion  of  peace,  the  reclamation  of  outcast  women, 
the  abolition  of  slavery,  and  the  elevation  and  enfranchisement  of  her 
sex — she  bore  an  exemplary  if  not  a  conspicuous  part,  shrinking  from  no 
imputation  of  fanaticism  or  heresy,  and  maintaining  an  unfaltering  trust 
in  the  triumph  of  truth  over  all  opposing  forces. 

She  will  be  greatly  missed,  as  to  her  bodily  presence,  at  our  annual 
gathering,  but  her  spirit  will  be  drawn  to  us  by  an  irresistible  magnetic 
attraction,  and  her  memory  will  long  be  affectionately  remembered,  in- 
citing to  nobler  aspirations  and  better  deeds. 

"^Thrioe  welcome,  de»UiI 
Thftt,  after  many  a  palnfol,  bleeding  atep, 
Conducts  ns  to  our  hcnne ;  and  landa  xa  safe 
On  the  long'Wiihed-fw  shore  I" 


A2<INIE  M.   BTAHBACH  OALVOT. 

SoMB  twelve  years  since  there  appeared  in  our  meeting  a  young  &ce 
radiant  with  the  hues  of  health,  bright  with  the  hopes  and  aspirations 
of  womanhood,  and  beaming  with  eager  interest  in  the  great  questions 
that  claimed  our  attention.  A  young  woman  of  such  quick  intelligence, 
so  graceful  in  person,  and  of  such  rare  modesty  and  refinement,  could  not 
fail  to  win  the  confidence  and  affection  of  those  whom  she  met  In 
1864  she  consented  to  serve  the  meeting  as  clerk,  and  was  re-dected  in 
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1865,  after  which  her  duties  as  a  wife  took  her  from  Philadelphia  to 
New  England,  and  she  only  came  to  our  meeting  as  a  casual,  though  still 
deeply  interested  visitor. 

It  now  becomes  our  painful  duty  to  record  the  death  of  this  beloved 
friend,  Annie  M.  St^mbach  Galvin,  which  took  place  at  Aiken,  S.  C, 
on  the  24th  of  Fourth  month  (April),  1872,  and  in  the  84th  year  of  her 
age.  It  is  not  within  the  scope  of  these  obituary  sketches  to  give  a 
complete  account  of  the  life  and  character  of  their  subjects.  Although 
in  this  instance  it  ^ould  be  easy  to  fill  many  pages  with  facts  of  more 
than  common  interest,  we  must  content  ourselves  with  a  bare  outline  of 
our  young  friend's  life.  Bom  on  the  10th  of  Seventh  month  (July),  1888, 
she  evinced  at  a  very  early  age  the  deepest  interest  in  female  education. 
It  was  to  her  as  a  personal  wrong  that  the  doors  of  the  colleges  were 
closed  against  her  sex.  She  identified  herself,  as  a  girl,  with  the  Anti- 
Slavery  movement,  and  loved  and  honored  its  devoted  and  selfnaacrific- 
ing  friends.  At  the  early  age  of  16  she  entered  the  Penn  Medical  Col- 
lege of  Philadelphia,  and  for  nearly  three  years  devoted  herself  earnestly 
to  the  study  of  medicine.  In  doing  so  she  faced  many  prejudices  and 
bore  much  severe  criticism,  all  with  a  patience  and  serenity  that  won 
the  admiration  of  her  teachers  as  well  as  of  her  fellow-students.  She 
graduated  with  honor  in  1857,  receiving  the  degree  of  M.  D.  She  was 
afterwards,  for  three  months,  a  pupil  of  Dr.  Carroll  Dunham,  of  New 
York,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  practitioners  and  teachers  of  the 
homoeopathic  school.  In  the  summer  of  1865  she  was  married  to 
Edwabd  L  Galvin,  a  Unitarian  minister,  ^t  that  time  settled  in  Brook- 
field,  Mass.  At  this  place,  without  formally  entering  into  practice  as  a 
physician,  she  was  often  consulted  by  those  who  wished  to  avail  them- 
selves of  her  knowledge,  and  had  not  a  few  patients,  especially  among 
the  poor,  who  could  reward  her  only  with  their  gratitude.  At  Brook- 
field  she  first  experienced  the  joys  of  maternity,  giving  birth  to  a  son 
who,  at  her  death,  was  old  enough  to  understand  what  it  is  to  lose  such 
a  mother.  From  Brookfleld  she  went  to  Peabody,  Mass.,  where  her 
husband  became  pastor  of  a  Unitarian  church.  Soon  after  this  the 
Essex  County  Woman  Suffrage  Association  was  formed,  and  she  entered 
into  its  objects  with  her  whole  heart  She  was  subsequently  chosen 
President  of  the  Society,  a  position  which  she  was  eminentiy  qualified  to 
fill.  Soon  after  this  her  health  began  to  fail,  and  she  was  compelled  to 
seek  a  milder  climate.  She  went  to  St.  Augustine  with  her  father,  and 
for  a  time  was  benefited,  but  after  her  return  her  cough  became  as  alarm- 
ing as  before.  In  the  autumn  of  1870  she  went  with  her  husband  to 
Nassau,  where  she  spent  seven  months  without  positive  benefit.  After 
her  return  to  her  father^s  house  she  was  prostrated  for  weeks  with  inter- 
mittent fever.  There  was  a  brief  renewal  of  strength  in  the  autumn, 
but  when  winter  set  in  consumption  revealed  itself  with  renewed  power, 
and,  as  the  only  means  of  prolonging  her  life,  she  was  taken  to  Aiken 
S.  C,  where  she  died,  as  already  stated.    Life  was  very  sweet  to  her,  and 
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she  devoutly  desired  to  recover,  that  she  might  accomplish  a  larger  good. 
Bat  when  she  folly  realized  that  recovery  was  impossible  she  felt  entirdy 
resigned  to  the  will  of  God,  and  spoke  to  her  husband  and  her  ptre^ 
of  her  departure  with  calmness,  and  even  with  smiles^  Saving  them  mes- 
sages of  love  to  absent  friends.  Her  end  was  peace,  and  her  pnHOt 
state,  we  doubt  not,  is  glorious. 

SAMUEL  J.  ICAT. 

Among  the  excellent  friends  of  this  Society,  thongb  technically  BOt 
members  of  it,  who  have  passed  away  since  our  last  annnal  meeting,  wt 
deem  it  fitting  that  we  should  recognize,  as  worthy  of  special  remsni- 
brance  and  heartfelt  appreciation,  the  late  Samuel  J.  Mat,  of  Sjnooie, 
N.  T.  A  life  so  thoroughly  detotional  in  spiiit,  so  catholic  in  its  eoi- 
brace,  so  constantly  occupied  with  good  works,  so  world-wide  in  iti 
philanthropy,  so  consecrated  to  the  cause  of  practical  righteouanen,  lo 
close  in  its  imitation  of  the  Prince  of  Peace,  ftimishes  high  incentiTei  to 
the  performance  of  the  work  of  establishing  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ia 
all  the  earth.  We  remember  with  gratitude  his  visits  to  this  meetiqg, 
and  his  efforts  to  promote  its  usefulness,  and  shall  ever  cherish  a  tender 
regard  for  his  memoiy. 

JOSEPH  MOOBE. 

Joseph  Moobb  departed  this  life  at  his  home  in  Sadsbnry,  Laacsto 
County,  on  the  16th  of  Fourth  month,  1872,  aged  68  years. 

Nurtured  in  Friends*  Society,  his  early  training  and  natural  isdisi- 
tions  fivored  the  formation  and  development  of  religiouB  principkfi. 
His  hospitality  to  new  ideas  and  new  measures,  together  with  bis  active 
co-operation  with  other  kindred  minds  in  labors  of  love,  and  his  caicftl 
attention  to  the  teachings  of  the  inward  light,  assured  his  fhture  grovtk, 
till  in  due  time  he  attained  to  vigorous  Christian  manhood. 

In  his  domestic  relations  he  was  a  dutiAil  son,  a  g^ierom-hesrted 
brother,  good  husband,  and  kind  ikther.  Socially  and  frtitemally,  be 
was  a  ^'brother  beloved"  and  a  prudent  counselor  to  those  who soi^t 
his  advice.  It  seems  almost  superfluous  to  add  that  he  was  a  '^jEstiNr 
to  the  poor/' 

As  a  reformer  he  was  self-reliant  and  faithful  in  whatever  he  imdiff>- 
took  to  do.  With  his  industrious  habits  and  skill  in  adapting  means  to 
certain  ends,  his  measure  of  usefulness  was  well  filled.  His  moial  lop- 
port  of  those  who  brought  to  the  service  public  speeeh  and  the  pen  was 
both  timely-  and  valuable. 

He  participated  in  a  number  of  the  benevolent  enterprises  of  the  dtj, 
and  felt  a  lively  interest  in  others  of  which  he  was  not  a  member;  but, 
as  chattel  slavery  in  this  country  was  the  "  sum  of  all  villanies,"  sfid 
more  strongly  entrenched  in  church  and  state  than  any  other  wrong;  it 
was  meet  that  he  should  be  most  conspicuous  as  an  abc^tionist,  of  wbidi 
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name  he  was  never  ashamed.  As  a  member  of  the  Anti-81ayery  Society, 
he  felt  the  spirit  of  his  station,  and  was  always  ready  to  take  such  ad* 
Tancad  positions  as  the  altered  circumstances  of  the  canse  required. 
Daring  all  the  critical  periods  of  the  Society's  existence  he  stood  firm. 
In  times  of  mob  violence  and  the  enforcement  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  law, 
his  character  appeared  to  best  advantage.  It  was  not  in  his  nature  to 
'^  retreat  a  single  inch." 

His  instinctive  dislike  of  needless  show  found  suitable  expression  in 
the  directions  for  conducting  his  AmeraL  As  the  end  drew  near  he  was 
enabled  to  say  that  *'  that  there  were  no  dark  clouds  in  his  pathway.'' 
If  a  characteristic  crowning  act  of  his  life  be  needed  to  complete  this 
faint  outline  we  have  it  in  a  parting  injunction  to  his  &mily,  to  '*  be  just 
to  all  "-^  compressed  epitome  of  his  own  selfhood. 

The  numerous  relatives  and  personal  iHends  of  Joseph  Moore  will 
fondly  cherish  his  memory  without  the  promptings  of  type  or  pen. 

LI7XBK8  PUBBOB. 

Thib  dear  friend  died  at  his  home,  in  Ercildoun,  on  the  24th  of  Fourth 
month  (April),  1872,  in  the  52d  year  of  his  age.  One  of  the  most 
marked  peculiarities  of  his  character  was  his  instant  and  complete 
loyalty  to  his  convictions  of  right  He  did  heartily  what  at  the  time 
seemed  to  him  best,  and  he  did  it  without  ostentation  or  pretension. 
While  yet  in  his  youth  he  gave  his  sympathy  and  support  to  the  Tem- 
perance, Anti-Slaveiy,  and  Peace  Reforms.  Somewhat  later,  he  resigned 
his  birthright  in  the  Society  of  Friends  as  a  testimony  against  the  indif- 
ference to  these  important  objects  which  was  at  that  time  characteristic 
of  their  organization.  Bound  by  no  sect,  he  was  also  without  prejudice 
against  any,  welcoming  to  his  home  and  his  heart  all  who  recognized 
with  himself  the  brotherhood  of  humanity,  and  were  willing  to  aid  in  its 
advancement.  This  freedom  from  prcpudice  led  him,  of  late  years,  to 
meet  frequently  with  Friends  in  their  religious  assemblies,  and  enabled 
him  to  appreciate  and  value  the  ministrations  of  the  most  humble  who 
gave  evidence  of  a  sincere  love  of  (3k>d  and  man.  While  conducting  a 
business  so  complicated  that  it  would  have  appalled  most  men  and  ren- 
dered them  incapable  of  social  enjoyment,  he  did  not  allow  it  to  intrude 
on  his  hours  of  relaxation  or  detract  from  the  interest  of  his  society.  His 
familiarity  with  all  the  details  of  a  business  which  involved  an  accurate 
knowledge  of  bird  and  plant,  insect  and  flower,  and  his  deep  love  of 
nature,  and  sympathy  with  her  minute  forms,  made  his  conversation  one 
of  the  fascinations  that  drew  men  to  him.  Subjected  to  hard  trials  and 
severe  disappointments,  his  faith  in  human  nature  and  in  the  Divine 
goodness  remained  firm,  making  him  always  buoyant  and  hopefuL  H& 
was  able  at  all  times  to  rule  his  own  spirit,  and  to  keep  indignation 
within  due  bounds.  He  seldom  administered  reproof,  but  when  he  did 
so,  it  was  with  an  unimpassioned  candor  that  revealed  sympathy  with 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


16 

the  offender  and  fsdth  in  hb  ultimate  refonnation.  He  was  so  modeit 
and  tmobtrasive  in  temper  that  his  advice  was  rarely  given  unasked,  and 
fh>m  his  character  alone,  as  revealed  in  his  daily  acts,  we  are  enaUel  to 
know  the  beliefs  and  principles  which  r^nlated  his  life.  In  him  we 
have  seen  combined  the  strength  and  energy  of  a  noble  man  with  the 
tenderness  and  gentleness  of  a  woman.  Loving  the  earth  and  its  beauties 
so  much,  and  living  as  he  did  in  such  constant  intercourse  wiiJi  them, 
we  can  but  wonder  that  the  fatal  summons,  coming  in  the  midst  of  life^ 
should  have  found  him  able  cheerfully  to  resign  all  and  txum,  with  the 
same  childlike  faith  in  which  he  had  lived,  to  holier  scenes  and  nobler 
work  The  poise  and  equanimity  that  had  distinguished  hia  liiB,  rose  to 
a  dignity  almost  sublime  as  he  released  his  grasp  upon  all  earthly  inter- 
ests and  spoke  of  the  future  with  confident  trust  It  waa  one  of  the 
strongest  evidences  of  Divine  Love  that,  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  the 
heart  could  so  freely  yield  its  human  affections  and  contemj^te  te 
change  with  so  clear  a  consciousness  that  the  future  had  nought  in  store 
to  dismay  or  intimidate.  The  memory  of  such  a  life  is  a  rich  legacy, 
and  the  work  to  which  it  has  been  devoted  vnll  proceed  to  its  com- 
pletion. 
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